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THE WAY IN WHICH FALSE IMPRES- 
SIONS GET AFLOAT. 


THE STATE OF OHIO, 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
COLUMBUS, April 2, 1864. 


Tu the Sanitary Associations of Ohio : 

I invite your attention to the following 
communication* from our very intelligent 
and active Agent at Memphis. Ina former 
letter Mr. Brigham says: ‘‘ The Sanitary 
Commission here has always shown a read- 
iness to supply our wants, but the Branch 
here has received little or no supplies for 
the last six months.” Our Agent wants 
help at Memphis, and he very clearly de- 
signates the most desirables articles. Will 
our local societies assist our soldiers under 
this call? If so, they will report their con- 
tributions to the Quartermaster-General; I 
will provide transportation, and send a 
citizen of the State in charge of them to 
Memphis, so as to ensure their safe transit 
and prompt delivery. Prominent citizens 
are constantly offering to perform this kind 
of service, without compensation for time 
or labor. So that, in like manner, and by 
payment of expenses only, I can send simi- 
lar contributions to other points whenever 
desired. I ask the co-operation of our San- 
itary Associations. ; 

Very respectfully 
JOHN BrovuGuH. 


To the Editors of the Cincinnati Commercial: 
SANITARY COMMISSION. 
LOUISVILLE, April 5, 1864. 


I observe in your issue of yesterday, a 
letter from Goy. Brough, on the want of 
Sanitary supplies at Memphis, and contain- 
ing an appeal to the ‘‘ Sanitary Associations 
of Ohio,” to send stores to the Ohio Mili- 
tary Agent at that point. 


* The purport of the communication referred to can be 
gleaned from the Governor’s letter. 
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As the Sanitary Commission has been 
made the almoner of the bounty of the 
- people of Ohio, and has become responsible 
for the just and equitable distribution of 
their gifts, since the efficiency of its admin- 
istration has been called into question, it is 
but proper that some report of its work at 
Memphis should be made, in order that it 
may be seen, whether it has, or has not 
sustained the responsibilities it has as- 
sumed. | 

With your permission, therefore, I will 
cTave space in your columns for a brief 
statement of what the Commission has 
done, and is doing for the relief of the 
wants of the soldier at this point. Since 
the occupation of Memphis by our troops, 
an agency of the U. 8. Sanitary Commis- 
sion has been maintained there, including 
a Soldiers’ Lodge, and a depot of supplies, 
with a varying number of agents, under the 
general supervision of Dr. H. A. Warriner, 
Chief Inspector of the Mississippi Depart- 
ment. During the time of its continuance, 
the distributing depot has issued a large 
amount of hospital stores to hospitals, reg- 
iments, and gunboats; of all of which, accu- 
rate reports are on record at this office, and 
will be cheerfully furnished, if desired. 

It will be remembered that Memphis was 
for a short time, a great military centre— 
was surrounded by a large army, and held 
several thousand sick and wounded in its 
hospitals. At that time the issues from the 
depot of the Commission were very large. 

With the advance of the army to Vicks- 
burg, this in turn became the centre of 
military activity, and the Sanitary Commis- 
ion work in that Department and Mem- 
phis lost its relative importance, never to 
regain it. After the fall of Vicksburg, came 
the battle of Chickamauga—the withdraw- 
al of a large part of the army of Gen. Grant 
from the Mississippi—the battle of Chatta- 
nooga, and all the exciting scenes of that 
memorable campaign. The terrible battles 
fought by our troops, the unparalleled 
hardships and privations they bore, as well 
as the great concentration of force near 
Chattanooga, turned the tide of benevo- 
lence for a time, all in that direction—and 
this was as it should be. 

None of our men at Chattanooga, had any 
thing like the comforts which the Govern- 





ment furnished to those at Memphis. The 
issues of sanitary stores made by the Com- 
mission—great as they were—hayve never 
kept pace with the demand, and both jus- 
tice and humanity have compelled us to 
give most liberally to the most needy, 
wherever found. 

For this reason, much was sent to Chat: 
tanooga, and comparatively little to Mem- 
phis. That comparatively little, however, 
was not exactly “almost nothing,” as re- 
ported in the letter of the Ohio Agent, as 
will appear from the following statement 
taken from our books of the disbursements 
from our depot at Memphis, during the 
six months alluded to Lai the Ohio State 
Agent: 

34 blankets, 322 bed-ticks, 2,545 Ere 
9,405 shirts, 427 dressing-gowns, 7,724 tow- 
els and hdkfs., 50 night-caps, 35 eye-shades, 
6,090 cushions and pads, 212 pin-cushions, 
1,634 lbs. corned beef, 7,679 lbs. crackers, 
736 comforters, 2,501 pillows, 3,832 pillow- 
cases, 5,631 pairs of drawers, 158 coats and 


- 
Ny ds 
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Ca 


ro 


vests, 1,194 pairs of socks, 460 pairs of slip- . 


pers, 63 pairs of mittens, 9,627 Ibs. com- 
presses, 1,868 Ibs. condensed milk, 1710 Ibs. 
dried beef, 4821¢ Ibs. tea, 3,384 lbs. sugar, 
23,420 Ibs. dried fruit, 85 bush. fresh fruit, 
1,589 lbs. light groceries, 5,271 lbs. codfish, 
52 lbs. cheese, 1,769 lbs. butter, 1,200 doz. 


egos, 1,455 bot. wine and spirits, 33 galls. ° 


apple. butter, 2,474 galls, pickles, 515 galls. 
sour kraut, 4,476 bush. potatoes, 1,317 do. 
onions, 928 gallons ale and cider, 648 Ibs. 


farina and barley, 875 fans, 10 boxes of 


lemons, 3,156 cans fruit. 

In addition to previous shipments made 
to Memphis by the Sanitary Commission, 
by Government transports—on the 10th of 


February, the Navigator, chartered for the ' 


purpose, went down the Ohio with a load 
of stores for the Mississippi Department— 
three-fourths of which were furnished by 
the Cincinnati Branch Commission—and of 


this load a fair share was left at Memphis; 


and on the 28d of March, the Dunleith was 
sent with another full load, from which Dr. 
Warriner—who was in charge—reports as 


follows: 
Mempuais, April 1, 1864. 


Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY, 
Secretary, dc. 


- We are putting off the last of the lot as- 
iigned to this place, via: 


‘ 
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830 barrels of potatoes, 200 do. onions, 
100 do. sour kraut, 150 do. apples, 2,000 
shirts, 1,000 pairs of drawers, and a fair 


- proportion of whatever else we have on 


board. There are —— troops here, and 
2,100 in General Hospital. I have our 


: +7 store room thoroughly siuffed. 


. 


gy. Yours, &c., 

‘. a A. A. Warerner. 

From this it would seem that there are now 
sufficient Sanitary stores at Memphis to 
supply the want at that point. It only re- 
mains to show that they are available for 
the supply of wants of Ohio men. 

The reports of our Agents at Memphis, 
and the letters of J udge Brigham, the State 
Military Agent there, all indicate that per- 
fect harmony and concert of action have 
prevailed between them, and that whatever 
our depot contained, was subject to the 
draft of the State Agent for the supply of 
any wants of Ohio men, which he might 
discover, and that he has been in the habit 


of drawing from the depot since he has 


occupied his present position. 

Learning, however, that he had reported 
a want of stores for distribution, I, last 
month, sent him a special authorization, 
which should make him feel free to draw 
from our agency of the abundance of stores 
which I knew had been sent there. My 
letter is as follows: 


LOUISVILLE, Ky., March 14, 1864. 


| F. W. Bricuam, Esq.: 


_Dzar Srr—Mrs. Rouse has shown me a 
copy of your letter to the Governor, in re- 
gard to your experience with the Sanitary 
Commission at Memphis. Iam gratified to 
learn that you have been able to derive as- 
sistance from our resources in supplying 
the wants of Ohio men, and I trust the 
pleasant relations that have subsisted be- 
tween yourself and our agents, may be un- 
interrupted; and that they may continue to 
be, as they have been, mutually profitable. 
I enclose a letter to Mr. Carpenter, our 
agent, which will enable you at all times 
to share any means of relieving suffering, 
which may be at our command. 

Yours, very cordially, 
J. S, NEWBERRY. 


This letter contained the following en- 
closure: 


Mr. D. B. CARPENTER, 
MeEmpats, TENN. 


Dear Str—This will be handed you by 
my friend, F. W. Brigham, Esq., Ohio 
Military Agent, who is doubtless already 
well known to you. Mr. B. is an acquaint- 
ance and friend of many years standing, 
and I take pleasure in commending him to 
your kind offices—unless greatly changed, 


he is in all things worthy of our respect, 


and I beg of you, so far as may be in your 
power, to co-operate with him, in the care 
of Ohio men. 
Yours, respectfully, 
J. S. NEWBERRY. 


From this exhibit, it appears—- 

Ist. That the supply of Sanitary stores 
received and issued at the depot of the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission at Memphis, dur- 
ing the six months referred to by the Ohio 
State Agent, was far from ‘almost noth- 
ing,” but in fact was large, and always ac- 
ceptable to Ohio men. 

2nd. That the present supply at that 
point is ample, and that it has been by spe- 
cial authorization, made subject to the 
draft of the Ohio State Agent. 

This, it seems to me, is all that is re- 
quired to show that the Sanitary Commis- 
sion has fully met its responsibilities at 
Memphis, both as regards efficiency of ad- 
ministration, and generosity of spirit. 

Some better plea therefore, than that 
made by Governor Brough, would seem to 
be necessary to afford our auxiliaries good 
reason for departing from their present 
mode of working. 

Should any persons or associations choose. 


to send all, or part of their stores, to Judge 


Brigham, for distribution among Ohio 
men, I would not dissuade them from it, 
but let it not be on the plea that the San- 
itary Commission has proved inadequate to 
their wants. 
Very respectfully, 
J. S. NEWBERRY. 


HEADQUARTERS, MED. DEPT., 
108TH Ins. INFANTRY, 
MEMPHIS, TENN., April 20, 1864. 


D. B. CARPENTER, EsqQ., 
Agent U. S. Sanitar Commission: 


Str—I take great pleasure in complying 
with your request, and in answering’so faras I 
may be able, the questions you were pleased 
to submit to me a few days since. 
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If, in any way, I can contribute to the 
removal of the erroneous impressions which 
evil disposed persons at the North—who, 
I greatly fear are strongly tinctured with 
treason—have persistently, and maliciously 
I think, endeavored to make upon the 
minds of those at home, whose duty to 
their country, humanity, and God, is to 
make the burden the soldier bears lighter. 
And when sickness and wounds come to 
him, away from home and friends, and all 
he holds so dear in life, to lend a tear of 
sympathy, to cool the fevered brow, and 
soothe the pain, I shall be amply repaid the 
little labor and less trouble, in giving my 
testimony in behalf of the noble men, wo- 
men, and agents of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion. 


In answer to your first question I would 
say, that during my connection with the 
army, and at every point or station at which 
our regiment has beén stationed, I have 
never failed to obtain a full supply of 
Sanitary stores as the Commission could 
furnish, when the goods were in store. I 
have uniformly found the agents of the 
Commission not only willing, but anxious 
to furnish them to the soldiers. My hospi- 
tal has rarely been without such stores as 
were necessary, and frequently the well men 
in camp have had issued to them a plenti- 
ful supply. 

To your second question. That the sick 
have undoubtedly been greatly benefited. 
The good done in the prevention of disease 
can never be computed. . 

To your third question. That never to 
any extent, or under any circumstances, 
have I known the supplies, appropriated in 
any other way than the one known to the 
donors. 


To your fourth question. Every medical 
man knows the great importance of fresh 
vegetables in the prevention of scorbutic 
diseases, and to the supply furnished by the 
Commission, are we indebted for the im- 
munity the army has enjoyed from such dis- 
eases. 


Living as the soldier is upon the salt ra- 
sion furnished by the Commissary, and the 
sapply of fresh beef frequently limited, by 
sxe distance from the base of supply, and 
vifficulties of transportation, without the 
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aid of the Sanitary Commission, he would 
lose much of his vigor and efficiency. 

Your fifth and sixth questions will be 
best answered together. The necessity for 
sanitary aid will continue so long as the - 
war lasts. The circumstances which ren- 
dered the Sanitary Commission. @ necessity 
in this war, will continue to’ arise; as fast 
as their kindness may remove the call for 
it, some new call will be heard. The min- 
istering angels of the Commission, the kind 
hearts that truly pulsate in response to 
their country’s wants, must not cease their 
ministrations, nor withhold their kind | 
words of cheer, or their indispensible do- 
nations. Let the brother at home not for- 
get his brother in the army. Sister, your 
brother is sick in hospital, send to him 
some little delicacy. The assurance that 
he is kindly remembered will cheer him, — 
will put new resolution in his weak frame.. 
Feel no fear that it will not reach him. 
Your particular jar of jelly may not reach 
your particular brother or friend, but some 
one’s will fill its place. 

From the immehse storehouse of the 
great free North, let our fathers, mothers, 
brothers, and sisters send their potatoes, 
onions, pickles, kraut, fruits in their va- 
rious preparations, through the Sanitary 
Commission. The agents will properly 
distribute whatever you send; and although 
the soldier, in the excitement of army life, 
may forget to thank you, or the amount of 
good done cannot be seen or computed, or 
the amount of disease prevented realized 
yet an efficient army, strong in the arms, - 
free from disease, and acting in the holiest 
of all causes, will soon roll back the tide of 
treason and rebellion, and a great, free and 
peaceful nation bless the agents of its sal- 
vation. 

Let the hands of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion be upheld, the consciousness of good 
done will be the reward in time, and eternity 
will complete the recompense. 

Very respectfully, 
R. A. Conover, 
Surgeon 108th Illinois Infantry Volunteers. 





Surgeon Conover’s letter did not form part 
of the correspondence arising out of Governor 
Brough’s appeal, but its bearing on the subject 
is plain. 





-ropean Branch” 


‘Holland; Dr. Sanda, 
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THE SANITARY MOVEMENT IN EUROPE. 


Mr. Bowles, the Secretary of the ‘ Eu- 
of the Commission, con- 
tinues to distribute our documents and 
reports amongst the savans and philanthro- 
pists, who have been instrumental in setting 
on foot the sanitary movement for Euro- 
pean armies, of which we have already more 
than once spoken. He has received very 
gratifying replies, copies of which he has 
forwarded. us—thanking him for the docu- 


ments, asking for a continuance of their 
_ transmission, and expressing warm interest 


in the operations of our Commission—from 
M. de Preval, Sous-intendant Militaire of 
the French Army; M. Cochin, the distin- 
guished author of the ‘“‘ Results of Eman- 
cipation;’ Dr. Basting, Surgeon Major of 
the ‘“‘Regiment d’Hlite of the King of 
Surgeon Major re- 
presenting the ‘‘Sanitary Corps of the 
Spanish Army;” and from M. Capello, the 
Italian Consul at Geneva. 

The work of establishing a vast Inter- 
national Sanitary Commission for Euro- 
pean armies, with branches in every coun- 
try, which was planned at the Conference 
at Geneva, of which we have already given 


- some account, continues to progress fa- 


vorably, and has received a great impulse, 
as might have been expected, from the 
outbreak of the war in Schleswig Holstein. 
M. Henri Dunant, the author’of the little 
work entitled Un Souvenir de Solferino, to 
whose humane zeal the movement is in the 
main due, has received the following letter 
from the Emperor Napoleon: 


Sm—The Emperor has considered the re- 
quests made by the International Conference, 
which took place at Geneva, under the presi- 
dency of General Dufour, for the study of the 
question of supplying international relief to the 
wounded soldiers on the field of battle. 

His Majesty highly approves of the object of 
the Conference, and of the suggestions made 
for its attainment. He desires to assist you in 
your work, by favoring the formation of a Com- 
mittee of Relief in Paris, and cheerfully author- 
izes you to make known his sympathy with 
your undertaking. 

The Emperor has also desired me to write to 
the Minister of War, dir ecting him to authorize 
some general officers to join the committee 
which you are organizing. 

Receive, &c., 
Fave, 
Aide-de-Camp. 


Shortly after the Conference held at 


Geneva, in the month of October, M. Moy- 
nier, President of the Society of Public 
Utility, who had presided at the Confer- 
ence, published an account of the deliber- 
ations; and an official circular was then sent 
to the different European Governments, 
containing the following inquiries: 

1. Is the Government disposed to accord its 


protection to the Committee of Relief for the 
wounded, which is being formed within its 


| jurisdiction, as the result of the resolutions of 


the Genevan Conference, and to aid as much as 
possible the accomplishment of its designs? 

2. Will the Government take part in an in- 
ternational convention, having for its object: 

(a.) The conferring neutrality in time of war 
upon ambulances and military hospitals, the 
personnel of the sanitary official service, the 
volunteer nurses, &c., recruited by the Commit- 
tee of Relief, the inhabitants of the country 
who shall go to aid the wounded, and the 
wounded soldiers. 

(b.) The adoption of a uniform, or of a dis- 
tinctive sign for the persons attached to the 
service, and for a flag which shall be the same 
for ambulances and hospitals. — . 

If this last proposition should be favorably 
receiyed, would there be any objection to a 
badge on the arm, and a white flag with a red . 
cross ? 


Several Governments have already sent 
official answers. The Swiss Federal Coun- 
cil authorizes the War Department to carry 
out the wishes expressed in the circular, on 
condition that the States nearest Switzer- 
land shall also agree to the proposition. 
Favorable answers were also received from 
Wurtemberg, Prussia, France, and Den- 
mark. At Stuttgard an important com- 
mittee has been formed, under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Hahn, with an auxiliary branch 
of ladies, from among the highest nobility 
of Wurtemberg, and appeals have been 
published and widely circulated in the 
country. The King of Prussia has ex-— 
pressed his lively sympathy for the work, 
and has taken it under his protection. 
The Danish Minister of War has signified 
the desire of Denmark to adhere to the 
propositions of the committee, and asso- 
ciations have been formed in Denmark, in 
Sweden and in Norway. The ladies have 
also formed themselves into associations, 
and have begun by making and sending | 
to the Danish soldiers, woolen socks and 
other warm garments; and they have also 
prepared lint, bandages, compresses, and 
have gathered all kinds of medicines and 
refreshments for the army. 

Mr. Bowles reports, as the pecuniary 
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result of the labors of the ‘‘ European 
Branch” of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, 
the collection up to March 1st of $18,843 
75, and the branch, it must be remember- 
ed, is not over three months old. 

In connection with the foregoing, we 
have received the following letter from 
Mr. Upton, the United States Consul at 


Geneva: 
U. 8. ConsvLaTeE, t 
GENEVA, April 6th, 1864. § 

Rev. and Dear Sir—It struck me, on reading 
the subjoined paragraphs in to-day’s Journal de 
Genevé, relative to the war in Denmark, that 
they might interest your Committee; I have 
therefore copied and translated them. 

‘‘The delegate of the International Commit- 
tee for the Relief of the Wounded of the Austro- 
Prussian Army, Dr. Appia, has been for some 
time past upon the theatre of the war, where 
every thing concurs to assure the success of 
his mission. Received with the greatest kind- 
ness by the military authorities, and especially 
by Marshal Wrangle, he has obtained all de- 
sirable facilities for passing freely over the ter- 
ritory occupied by the allied army. Wearing 
the white badge with a red cross, adopted by 
the Conference of Geneva, he has had access 
wherever his mission required his presence, 
and has procured some relief to the wounded 
in the name of the Geneva Committee. 

‘The work of the Conference meets on all 
sitles the greatest sympathy, and its resolutions 
are generally recognized as very acceptable. A 
certain number of volunteer nurses (Vinfirmiers, ) 
have already had experience in Schleswig, and 
their services have been much appreciated; they 
have, in particular, triumphantly solved the 
great question of ascertaining whether their in- 
tervention might not be troublesome on the 
field of battle. ’ 

“At the latest date, (1st of April,) M. Appia 
was at the advanced post, at the moment when 
@ brisk cannonade was about to open from both 
sides.” 

Very truly yours, 
In the bonds of the Union, 


Cuas. H. Upton. 
Rev. H. W. BeiLows, 
\ New York. 


ee 


WORK OF RELIEF IN THE ARMIES OF 
EASTERN VIRGINIA AND MARYLAND. 


Dr. Steiner, our Chief Inspector of Re- 
ltef, reports as follows: 


Since my assignment to duty, (December 
8, 1863, ) as ‘Chief Inspector for the Com- 
mission in the armies of Eastern Virginia 
and Maryland, (excepting those connected 
with the defences of Washington, and those 
stationed at Baltimore and Annapolis,) ‘I 
have been endeavoring to organize my corps 
af agents, so as to command the whole of 
this field, and to bring the relief work of 
the Commission within the reach of all 
who might be entitled to it. The duties 
of a chief inspector, as laid down in the 


executive organization of the Commission, 
are ‘‘to direct the work of the Commission” 
in the Military department to which he 
has been assigned. Feeling the full re- 
sponsibility which these duties impose on _ 
an officer, no labor has been spared in the | 
organization of the work, which has been - 
effected by the establishment of three dis- 
tinct districts. The Middle, (comprising 
the Army of the Potomac;). The Lower, 
(comprising as much of the Eighteenth 
Corps as is stationed in Virginia and Mary- 
land;) and The Upper, (comprising the 
forces in and near Cumberland, and east- 
ward tothe Monocacy Junction.) The first 
of these has always been employed as a 
species of school of instruction for the re- 
lief agents that have been afterwards em- © 
ployed in the other two. The results of 
nearly three years’ relief work are thus 
made available in quickly training men for 
work, in accordance with the best plans 
practicable. 

Ton Mipprte Distrricr.—Mield Relief 
Corps, Army of the Potomac.—The reor- 
ganization of this army has required a re- : 
organization of the Relief Gorps. It con- 
sists of the same agents that were reported 
at the first of last month, with slight 
changes in their assignments. The direc- 
tion during the past month has been en- 
tirely under the care of Capt. Isaac Harris, 
whose active business habits have given a 
special verve to everything done by the 
corps. Its present constitution is as fol- 
lows: 

J. Warner Johnson, Superintendent. 


Captain Isaac Harris, Assistant Superintendent. - 
George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent 2d Corps. 


E. M. Barton, ) 

Col. G. A. Mulfleck, f°, Samm 

5. M. Blazier, : 
C. M. Betts, a 6th Corps. 


HL XK. Wilcox, Relief Agent, Cavalry Corps. 
Charles 8. Clampitt,) j,. ° Abst 
W. F. Dubosa, Field Siore Keepers, 
W. C. Whittelsey, 


H. C. Freeman, } Messengers. 


The size of the corps of this army being ~ 
so large, it will be necessary to have two 
agents assigned to each, and therefore the 
present arrangoment is not as complete as 
I hope to have it in a short time. 

The arrangements for the spring cam- 
paign are now being made by the corps. 
The wagons are being repaired, and put 
into condition for active employment. Most 
of the agents have undergone a training, 
which will make them most useful in their 
work of charity; and there is reason to be- 
lieve that our machinery will be such as the 
recent indications of confidence in the Com- 
mission, from the loyal people of the coun- 
try, has a right to demand. While the in- 
dustrious zeal of the women of America is 
being so enthusiastically exhibited all over 
the Jand, it is felt, by those who represent 
them in the field, that every exertion is 
required to prevent misappropriation of 
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stores, and to aid the medical officers in 
their ministrations to the sick and suffer- 
ing. Constant visitations of hospitals and 
associations with those having in charge 
the various departments of the army, are 
required, in order to give them intelligent 
command of the relief work entrusted to 
them. With the view of showing the na- 
ture of their work, I ask attention to the 
accompanying reports——in some instances, 
diaries—of the agents, furnished me weekly 
as required by the rules of the corps. 


1. Report of W. F. Dubosq, Relief Agent, 1st Corps» 
January 2, 1864. 
2. Report of W. Fs. Dubosq, Relief Agent, 1st Corps, 
January 6, 1864. 
& Report of W. F. Dubosq, Relief Agent, 1st Corps, 
January 9, 1864. 
4. Report of W. F. Dubosg, Relief Agent, 1st Corps, 
January 17, 1864. 
6. Report of Colonel George A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, 
ist Corps, February 7, 1864. 
6. Report of Colonel George A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, 
ist Corps, February 14, 1864. 
7. Report of Colonel George A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, 
1st Corps, February 21, 1864. . 
8. Report of Colonel George A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, 
1st Corps, February 28, 1864. 
0. Report of Colonel George A. Muhieck, Relief Agent, 
ist Corps, February 29, 1864. 
10. Report of Colonel George A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, 
1st Corps, March 7, 1864. 
1. Report of Colonel George A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, 
ist Corps, March 17, 1864. 
12. Report of Colonel George A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, 
Ist Corps, March 20, 1864. 


13. Report of Colonel George A. Muhleck, Relief Agent, . 


1st Corps, March, 23d, 1864. 

14. Report of George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 24 Corps, 
January 4, 1864. 

15. Report of George EK. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 
January 9, 1864, 

16. Report of George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 

_ danuary 16, 1864, 

$7, Report of George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 
January 24, 1864. 

{8 Report of George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 
January 30, 1864. 

#9. Report of George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 
February 6, 1864, 

20. Report of George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 
February 13, 1864. 

21. Report of George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 

a, February 20, 1864, 

23. Report of George ®. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 
February 27,1864. — 

23. Report of George E, Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 
March 6th, 1864. 

@4. Report of George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 
March 13, 1864. 

25. Report of George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 
March 19, 1864. " 

24. Report of George E. Holbrook, Relief Agent, 2d Corps, 
March 26, 1864. rr 

27. Report of 8. M. Blazier, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, Jan- 
nary 4, 1864, 

28. Report of S. M. Blazier, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, Jan- 
uary 11, 1864, 

2. Report of S. M. Blazier, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, Jan- 
uary 17, 1864, 

30. Report of S. M. Blazier, Relief Agent, 34 Corps, Jan- 

- wary 25, 1864, 

31. Report of 8, M. Blazier, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, Jan- 
uary 31, 1864, 

$2. Report of S. M. Blazier, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, Feb- 
ruary 7, 1864. 

33. Report of S. M. Blazier, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, Feb- 
ruary 15, 1864. 

Bd. ie ae 8. M. Blazier, Relief Agent, 3d Corps, March 

> A. 
$5. “ge pe bed 8. M. Blazier, Relief Agent, 83d Corps, March 


2 i 
86, Report of 8. M. Blazier, Relief Agent, 34 Corps, March 
, 1864, 
87. Report of Charles C. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, 5th 
Corps, January 3, 1864, 
38, Report of Charles O. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, 5th 
Corps, January 9, 1864, 
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39. Report of Charles C. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, 5th 
Corps, January 16th, 1864. 
40. Report of Charles C. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, 5th 
Corps, January 23, 1864, 
41, Report of Charles C. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, 5th 
Corps, January 30, 1864. 
42. Report of Charles C. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, 5th 
- Corps, February 6, 1864. 
43, Report of Charles C. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, 5th 
Corps, February 14, 1864. 
44, Report of Charles (. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, 5th 
Corps, February 15, 1864. 
45, Report of Charles C. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, 5th 
Corps, February 27, 1864. 
46. Report of Charles C. Harris, Acting Relief Agent, 5th 
Corps, March 6th, 1864. 
47. Report of E. M. Barton, Relief Agent, 5th Corps, 
March 14, 1864. : 
48, Report of E. M. Barton, Relief Agent, 5th Corps, 
March 20, 1864. 
49, Report of EH. M. Barton, Relief Agent, 5th, Corps,. 
March 28, 1864. 
50. Report of E. M. Barton, Relief Agent, on 140th N.Y.Y., 
March 21, 1864. 
51. Report of David 8S. Pope, Relief Agent, 6th Corps, 
January 17, 1864, 
52. Report of Dayid 8. Pope, Relief Agent, 6th Corps, 
January 25, 1864. 
53. Report of David 8. Pope, Relief Agent, 6th Corps,. 
January 31, 1864. 
Report of Charles M. Betts, Relief Agent, 6th Corps, 
February 15, 1864. 
55. Report of Charles M. Betts, Relief Agent, 6th Corps, 
' February 22, 1864, 
Report of Charles M. Betts, Relief Agent, 6th Corps, 
February 27, 1864. 
57. Report of Charles M. Betts, Relief Agent, 6th Corps, 
March 7, 1864. 
58. Report of Charles M. Betts, Relief Agent, 6th Corps, 
March 14th, 1864. 
59. Report of Charlies M. Betts, Relief Agent, 6th Corps, 
March 21, 1864. 
60. Report of Charles M. Betts, Relief Agent, 6th Corps, 
March 26, 1864, 
Report of Captain Isaac Harris, Assistant Superin- 
tendent, Field Relief Corps, January 14, 1864. 
62. Report of J. W. Johnson, Superintendent, Field Re- 
lief Corps, February 10, 1864: 
63. Report of J. W. Johnson, Superintendent, Field Re- 
lief Corps, February 12, 1864. 
64. Report .of J. W. Johnson, Superintendent, Field Re- 
lief Corps, February 28, 1864. 
65 Report of Captain Isaac Harris, Assistant Superin- 
tendent, Field Relief Corps, March 24 and 25, 1864,,. 


[We have published some of these re- 
ports, and now give the list, as an index of 
the system in vogue to ensure accurate re- 
cords of labor done. | 

These reports will give a detailed ac- 
count of the work of the agents, and in- 
clude the work done at the engagement at 
Morton’s Ford, as well as that at the Field 
Lodge, kept at Brandy Station. 

The field quarters of the Corps at Brandy 
Station consists of a storehouse and a num- 
ber, of tents, occupied for lodging the 
agents, the sick and needy who may be 
detained at the station, and such friends 
of the soldiers as may from time to time 
visit the army. The red flag of the Com- 
mission, floating from the top of the house, 
can. be seen for miles. 

With the view of: showing the issues 
made by the Field Relief Corps, since the 
first of January, Task your attention to the 
accompanying abstract, (No. 66.) The files 
of the corps exhibit weekly abstracts of 
issues; and the receipted requisitions are 
contained in the archives of our work in 
the Army of the Potomac. These requisi- 
tions are mostly signed by medical oflicers 
—save such issues as have been made by’ 
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the agents to individual cases of need, for 
the time not under any special control, and 
which have always been accounted for as 
individual relief. An effort has been made 
to secure these receipted requisitions 
wherever possible, so that we might have 
in our archives written testimony as to the 
disposal of our stores, always ready for 
those who are curious and ready for such 
investigations. 

THe Lower Disrrict.—Major General 


Butler's command in Virginia and Mary-. 


land.—During the past month, David S. 
Pope has acted as relief agent in charge of 
our work in and near Norfolk, and through- 
out the district. As he has expressed a 
desire for another field of labor, I detailed 
R. C. Nevin, on the 29th ult., to relieve 
him. Mr. Pope, after making Mr. N. ac- 
quainted with the nature of our operations 


in this district, will report for duty in the 


Army of the Potomac. 

Our relief work hasjbeen so systematized 
by the plans of the relief agents lately in 
charge, that the greatest possible amount 
of good has been accomplished. A large 
warehouse, No. 15 Wide Water Street, was 
assigned to the use of the Sanitary Com- 
mission, by command of Brig. Gen. E. A. 
Wild, on the 3d of March, 1864. This is 
occupied by the relief agent and the store- 
keeper, (Samuel Bacon,) and is the depot 
for sanitary stores. 

An. abstract of the stores, forwarded from 
the central storehouse for the use of this 
portion of my department, accompanying 
this report, (No. 67,) will show the nature 
of the supplies which have been required. 

The agent has been instructed to adopt 
the same plan of weekly reports which has 
obtained in the Potomac Army Relief 
Corps. These reports, with the receipted 
requisitions, have always been forwarded, 
on the first of the week, to the Chief In- 
spector. You will find the following re- 
ports among the accompanying documents: 


68. rag f9y of James Gall, Jr., Relief Agent, January 17, 
69. ie a of James Gall, Jr., Relief Agent, January 26, 
70. cap of James Gall, Jr., Relief Agent, January 31, 
ius Benet of James Gall, Jr., Relief Agent, February 7, 
42. omen of David 8. Pope, Relief Agent, February 14, 
73. Seetg of David 8. Pope, Relief Agent, March 5, 
74. pone of David 8. Pope, Relief Agent, March 12, 
75. Report of David S. Pope, Relief Agent, March 13, 


1864. 
76. wens of David 8. Pope, Relief Agent, March 20, 


Potyt Looxour.—During the stay of Mr. 
E. B. Fairchild, as examiner in vital statis- 
tics, among the rebel prisoners at Point 
Lookout, Maryland, he acted also as relief 
agent, distributing stores to the needy in 
the General Hospital, and to such extreme 
cases among the sick prisoners as claimed 


his attention. His report will show the 
nature of the work, and how acceptable it 
must have been to the sick. The transfer- 
rence of Mr. F'.to the West, deprives us of 
his services at Point Lookout. It-is desira- 
ble that occasional communication be had 
with this point, by means of special visits, 
so as to ensure our supplying whatever may 
be needed. (No. 77.) 

At the present time a force is said, by the 
newspapers, to be collecting at Annapolis, 
for offensive operations, under Major Gen. 
Burnside. It may possibly be that this 
force shall operate in Eastern Virginia. In. 
this case, it will be necessary to organize 
some plan to meet the relief work that will 
be unavoidable, when the campaign is once 
entered upon. I shall take care to see that 
some proper persons be ready to undertake 
the work, and that the Sanitary Commis- 
sion be fitly represented. 

Indeed, in any plnn of operations that 
may be adopted for Eastern Virginia, it is 
evident that hard-fought battles will result. 
Both sides are nerving themselves for a 
severe contest. The rest of the winter has 
enabled them to gather strength, and it | 
would seem now as though the final strug- 
gle was near at hand, A wise providence 
as regards the accumulation of stores at 
depots, and the perfection of .all arrange- 
ments for relief work, is required at the 
hands of the officers of the Commission. 
We have experience now in the work, and 
that experience should be made to tell in 
the way of improved plans and enlarged 
preparations. . 

Tue Urrer District—Major General 
Sigel’s command, from Cumberland. east- — 
wards.—The relief work in this district has 
been very irregularly perfofmed until lately. 
Reliance was placed on occasional visits 
from the inspectors of the Commission to 
the regiments and hospitals of the com- 
mand, and on applications made directly 
on our Washington storehouse for stores. 
In this way, quite a large amount of stores 
was issued. (No. 78.) 
now entered into will enable us to work 
this field as well as that embraced in the 
other two districts. On the 19th ult., Mr. 
Charles C. Harris went to Harper’s Ferry, 
and, through the kindness of the military 
authorities, was supplied with proper ac- 
commodations for a storehouse. Since that 
time, a full supply of stores has been for- 
warded to him, and it is intended that this — 
storehouse shall be the depot of supplies. 
for the Upper District of my Department. 
Mr. Harris writes of the courteous recep- 
tion he has met at the hands of the officers; 
and how wide a field for active philanthro- 
pic labors has been opened before him. I 
refer you to his report for a fuller state- 
ment of the nature of his arrangements in 
Harper’s Ferry. (No. 79.) 

Tintend that Mr. H. shall remain at the 


The arrangements 
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Ferry, in the capacity of local relief agent 
and storekeeper. His time can be profit- 
ably spent in visiting the regiments in his 
neighborhood, finding out their wants and 
supplying them from the storehouse. His 
past experience in the Army of the Poto- 
mac, pre-eminently fits him for the duties. 

The work of the Commission in this Up- 
per District [ have placed in charge of Col. 
Poten, lately of the Veteran Reserve Corps. 
Col. Poten has served with distinction in 
several Missouri regiments, having, as 
Major, led one of them in the famous en- 
gagement at Pea Ridge. In order to fit 
himself specially for his work, he spent 
some time with the Relef Corps of the 
Army of the Potomac. From his expe- 
rience of army life, knowledge of men and 
sound common sense, and his acquaint- 
ance with the nature of the Commission’s 
work, I have, every reason to expect that 
he will prove to be one of our most valu- 
able officers. My past experience as re- 


gards the value of army officers in the ser- © 


vice of the Commission, is so favorable, 
that I feel the importance of securing such 
officers as have had a good record during 
their term of service in the army. 

Since sending in my report, on the Ist 

of March, I have made a visit to the Army 
of the Potomac, and found that our agents 
have carried on the duties assigned them 
faithfully, and to the decided benefit of 
the soldier as well as the credit and good 
reputation of the Commission. It has been 
my pleasure to bear testimony to their 
faithfulness in previous reports. Ido not 
wish to change the record in their favor 
one iota. They are firm and true, shrink 
from no labor, and avoid no necessary re- 
sponsibility. The same testimony I must 
- bear to my faithful clerk, E. R. Cornwall, 
to Mr. Hoag, (the city storekeeper,) and to 
Mr. L. V. Beebe, whose energy has enabled 
me in so many cases to get stores off with 
dispatch, when they were sadly needed at 
the front. Nor have the officers connected 
‘with the transportation department been at 
all indisposed to assist us, but have aided, 
as far as in their power, in all our work. 
- With the hope that the future record of 
this department may be even more satis- 
factory than its past, and that the relief 
work may remove much of the suffering of 
the war. 

We annex, also, the report of Captain 
Harris, the Assistant Superintendent — of 
Field Relief, (April 15:) 

On the 27th of Feb’ry, on my return from 
furlough, I reported for duty to Mr. J. W. 
Johnson, at Brandy Station. The follow- 
ing Tuesday, Mr. Johnson left for Wash- 
“ington. Since which the superintendence 


of affairs in the field has devolved upon 
me. 


Early in March, several reconnoissances 
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were undertaken, by both cavalry and in- 
fantry; but as the troops went in the light- 
est.:possible marching order, unencumbered 
by trains of supply wagons, and accompa-. 
nied by the fewest possible number of am- 
bulances, it was deemed inexpedient to send 
out any of our wagons with supplies. 

The most we could do was to collect from 
Washington a sufficient supply of stores to 


‘meet the emergency. 


Happily these goods were not called into 
requisition—the infantry returning without 
aman less; and the cavalry, which accom- 
panied them, with only a few-cases of 
wounded, whose wants were easily supplied 
at the hospital, - 

The cavalry expedition under Kilpatrick, 
whatever may have been its losses, and 
the number of wounded rescued from the 
enemy, passed into another department, 
where I trust the wants of the sick and 
needy were not overlooked by the agents 
of the Commission stationed there. 

Nothing beyond the ordinary routine of 
supplying the wants of the hospitals has 
characterized the work in this corps during 
the past six weeks, unless it is that of sup- 
plying the necessities of prisoners confined 
at the various Provost Marshal’s quarters, 
who, on account of their peculiar situation, 
are not allowed to draw clothing or pay. 
To these men has the Commission, through 
the assiduity of its agents, been of great . 
benefit. Most of the prisoners were held 
awaiting trial, or decisions of the Courts 
Marshal, which had for some reason been 
withheld. To these men were furnished 
underclothing and blankets, and frequently 
that panacea for all ills—tobacco. If the 
avidity with which they chewed it was an 
index of their thankfulness, then there is 
little danger of the Commission being styled 
a gigantic humbug, by those for whose wel- 
fare it claims its origin and existence. 

_The storehouse at this station, under the 
excellent management of Mr. C. 8. Clam- 
pitt and his assistants, with one or two ex- 
ceptions, and those owing to some delay on 
the railroad, has been able to supply the 
necessities of the hospitals, some of which 
have drawn quite heavily for clothing and 
articles of diet. The abstracts of issues 
which have, from week to week, been for- 
warded to the Central Office, will show you 
the amount of work done. | 

At Culpepper, the agency under Col. G. 
A. Muhleck, has been of great advantage 
to the sick of the Ist corps, as well as of one 
division of cavalry, whose illness would not 
warrant a removal to the Corps Hospital at 
this station, and were accordingly treated 
at their quarters, but who, nevertheless, 
urgently required those articles of diet, 
which it was happily the power of the Com- 
mission to supply. 

The 5th corps, which since the Ist of 
January has been guarding the O. & A. R. 
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R., was so widely scattered, that it was 
deemed advisable to establish a store at 
Catlett’s Station, which was accordingly 
done by Mr. Charles C. Harris, the Acting 
Relief Agent attached to the corps. For 
full particulars regarding his work, I am 
compelled to refer you to his weekly re- 
ports, his situation being such that I was 
unable to see him as frequently as I did the 
other agents. . 

On the 5th ultimo, the regular agent of 
the corps, Mr. E. M. Barton, relieved Mr. 
H., who reported at Washington for orders. 
It was soon after decided to discontinue 
the storehouse at Catlett’s, and accordingly 
Mr. B. removed to Rappahannock Station, 
where he was able to make better arrange- 
ments for himself and horse, and from 
which point he was in easy communication 
by rail with the different regiments and 
brigade and division generals. The requi- 
sitions from the corps are now filled at this 
storehouse, which plan works very well— 
the stewards finding no difficulty in obtain- 
tng transportation for their stores by the 
cars. 

Early in January, a Lodge for the acecom- 
modation of sick and benighted soldiers 
‘was established, there being no accommo- 
dation of any kind provided by the Govern- 
ment. Here, nearly one thousand men have 
found shelter and comfortable beds, whereas 
they would otherwise have been compelled, 
on many nights, to pass the dreary hours in 
cold, driving storms or freezing weather, 
without shelter. 


Many a father and brother, yes, and mo- | 


ther, too, who had travelled hundreds of 
miles to visit some sick or dying relative, 
have had occasion to bless the tents, or rather 
the agency which placed them there, which 
provided them little comforts, which mo- 
ney can scarcely command in this inhospi- 
table land. 

More than three hundred meals have 
been furnished to soldiers who were with- 
out, and unable to obtain rations. Civil- 
fans in quest of sick friends, and wholly un- 
acquainted with, and unprovided for a trip 
to the “‘ front,” have always been cordially 
received at our table. 

On the 4th ultimo I received a commu- 
nication from Gen. Patrick, Provost Mar- 
shal-General of this Army, and Dr. McPar- 
lin, Medical Director, recommending for 
charitable notice the family of Strother 
Jacobs, a refugee, formerly living near the 
Rapidan, Mr. Jacobs, who had been for 
some time in the Confederate service, was so 
unwell at times as to be confined to his bed 
during the day, and was little calculated to 
attend to the business of shipping his few 
household goods to Washington. They re- 
mained with us three weeks, during which 
LM were rendered as comfortable as pos- 

e. 


On the 27th ultimo, the ladies of the 
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family were accompanied to Washington 
by E. G. Holbrook, Agent of the 2d corps— 
the husband having preceded thither a few 
days previous. The goods were safely trans- 
ported under the charge of H. C. Freeman, 
messenger. 

What the plan of operations for the com- 
ing season will be, it is impossible to fore- - 
see. All we can do is to prepare ourselves 
for the move, which must soon take place. 
The wagons, with their supplies; will all be . 
stationed with their respective corps during 
the next week or ten days. Three of the 
wagons can go out on an hour’s notice, 
should it be required. The hurry and ha- 
bility of losing stores, should a move take 
place, has decided me to break up the 
storehouse at Culpepper within a few days, 
to be substituted by the corps wagons,. 
which shall be placed there immediately on 
the return of Col. Muhleck. » . 

It would be unnecessary for me to parti- 
cularize any of the employees of the Com- 
mission under my charge, as having done 
his work well. All agents, storekeepers and 
teamsters, have at all times showed a wil- 
lingness to carry out the objects of the 
Commission, which needs no special com- 
mendation. | 

All having had a furlough, and none hay- 
ing any special cause of grievance, it 1s to 
be hoped that the work of the Sanitary 
Commission in this army during the com- 
ing campaign will compare well with that 
in other departments. 

* * * _* is 

On the 24th instant the more serious cases 
from the hospitals of the 2d and 3d corps, 
began to arrive at Brandy Station, for ship- 
ment to Alexandria and Washington. 

The agents of the Sanitary Commission 
attached to the Ist, 2d, 3d and 6th corps, 
were present, and did good service in assist- 


ing the men from the ambulances to the 


cars. 

We not having suitable apparatus for 
cooking food, in sufficient quantity, in a 
short time, the ladies representing Maine ~ 
and New York, Mrs. Painter and Mrs. Hus- 
band, made application at the storehouse 
for beefstock, crackers, tea and sugar, 
whieh were furnished them, and, with the 
assistance of the Sanitary Commission, dis- 
tributed. 

Three long trains, loaded with sick and 
wounded, men, were thereby provided with 
a substantial meal. The benefit which they 
derived may be estimated, when it is known 
that they had breakfasted before daybreak, 
and had been conveyed over corduroy roads 
to the station, and would not arrive at 
Alexandria until nearly dark. In addition 
to the above, a few bottles of stimulants 
were furnished to the surgeons who were 
to accompany them, on their requisitions, 
which no doubt proved very beneficial. I 
have every reason to believe from the 
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known character of these Surgeons, that the 
liquor was not misappropriated. 

On the following day the sick of the Ist 
and 6th corps were removed, and they were 
supplied in the same manner, as far as lay 
in our power. 





\ 


SANITARY AFFAIRS ON THE MISSIS- 
SIPPI. 

We have published on another page a 
correspondence relative to the work per- 
formed by the Commission at Memphis, 
and intended to illustrate the way in which 
very erroneous impressions are constantly 
set afloat, often by the admission of a sin- 
gle unguarded expression in a letter or 
report. Mr. Carpenter, our agent at that 
point, with the view of shedding still fur- 
ther light on the general subject of the 
operations of the Commission in the West, 
addressed a circular to a number of sur- 
geons in the department, asking for their 
opinion. We have annexed to Dr. New- 
berry’s letter to the Cincinnati Commercial, 
the reply received from one of them, Sur- 
geon Conover of the 108th Tlinois. ‘Those 
af the others will reach us in due course. 
Mr. Carpenter himself writes April 20th: 


I have the honor to report affairs in this 
department in the same quiet and favora- 
ble condition as at my last report, and the 
number of patients in hospitals and sick in 


‘camps without material change ; there is 


still an increase of small-pox, otherwise the 
classes of diseases remain the same. 
I received on the 31st of March, of Dr. 


_ Warriner, per steamer Dunleith, 323 bbls. 
potatoes, 200 bbls. onions, 120 bbls. apples, 


00 bbls. kraut, 836 boxes shirts, drawers, 
&c., and 3 boxes fruit, which were a very 
seasonable supply, and much needed. Ow- 
ing to the pressing call from the different 
surgeons in camps for vegetables—as scor- 
butic tendencies were becoming generally 
monifest—I issued them immediately in 
the*ratio of 10 bbls. potatoes, 5 bbls. on- 
ions, and 2 bbls. kraut per regiment, for 
general distribution in the regiments. 
Small as the supply was, its ameliorating 
effects are very marked. 

Thave delayed my report somewhat, in 
order to be able to give some expression as 
to the value of potatoes pickled in vinegar. 
J regret to say that it appears to be uni- 
versally unfavorable, as the men cannot be 
induced to make sufiicient use of them to 
derive any marked benefit from them; the 
onion 1s not subject to the same objection, 
as they would be eaten with avidity. I re- 
ceived yesterday per steamer St. Cloud, 
from Cincinnati, 7 bbls. onions, 2 bbls. 


~ 


dried fruit, 1 bbl. crackers, 49 boxes fruit, 
cordial, farina, &c.—from Cairo, 120 bbls. 
potatoes, 16 bbls. onions, 83 bbls. and kegs 
pickled potatoes, 86 boxes dry goods and 
fruit, which give us a very good assort- 
ment. We shall always need a large sup- 
ply of ‘‘eatables” here, as our hospitals 
are situated so far from our markets, that 
they have not the same fa@lities for mak- 
ing a ‘‘fund” with which to supply needed 
delicacies, as those farther North, where 
articles can be purchased at far less cost, 
consequently will need to be supplemented 
quite extensively by the Commission. We 
néed now especially a supply of rags, band- 
ages, and more sheets; the great increase 
of small-pox cases, and the reception of 
wounded at this point, make a large supply 
indispensable. 


We have also received a report from Dr. 
Warriner, written April 15th, at Louisville, 
after his return from a general tour of in- 
spection. It will be seen that at that date, 
although the disaster to General Banks’ 
expedition, of which we have since received 
the news, was not anticipated, every thing 
was ready at Vicksburg to follow it up with 
relief, whenever an emergency arose. Dr. 
Warriner says: 

I have just returned from the expedition 
to Vicksburg and intermediate mulitary 
posts in the Mississippi Department, whith- 
er T went in charge of a full cargo of sani- 
tary stores. I distributed these according 
to need, to gunboats and garrisons, at all 
points occupied by Federal troops, leaving 
the great bulk of the cargo, of course, at 
the two points—Memphis and eee kas 
—where we still keep up our agencies. 
have already informed you of the supplies 
left at Memphis. The quantities reserved 
at Vicksburg where somewhat larger in re- 
spect of all articles, except fresh apples. 
I found these were not likely to keep suffi- 
ciently well to justify their transportation 
beyond Memphis. I left at Vicksburg 
some 700 barrels of vegetables, 200 barrels 
kraut and pickled potatoes, 1,500 drawers, 
2,500 shirts, 200 comforts, 150 sheets, 50 
barrels dried fruit, and a goodly number 
of boxes of canned fruit, the quantity or 
condition of which I ,am not now able to 
give you with accuracy. 

The vegetables will be issued promptly 
and. freely, by Mr. Way, to regiments as 
well as hospitals. I left Vicksburg on the 
5th inst. At that time the news from the 
Red River expedition was meagre and de- 
void of special interest, as also of definite 
indications respecting future movements. 

The Red River was rising, and the gun- 
boats were pushing on towards Shreveport. 

No decided encounter with the enemy, 
and no marked incidents, had occurred by 
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land or water since the capture of Fort de 
Russey, Land forces were advancing si- 
multaneously with the gunboats, a large 
sick list was reported, and the day of my 
arrival at Vicksburg, the painful rumor of 
the loss of the hospital steamer Woodford, 
by a snag, was received. The rnmor was 
believed, althongh not made absolutely 
certain at the tyme I left. No supplies had 
been sent of any kind from Vicksburg up 
to that time. On that day the ‘‘ Ike Har- 
ris,’ an ocean going steamer, was seized by 
the quartermaster, and sent to Fort de 
Russey to bring away contrabands. It 
only took the supplies necessary for the 
subsistence of these on the return voyage. 
There was understood to be a collection of 
1,500 of them at that point. The Harris, 
from its structure, would be unable to go 
up higher than the Fort. There seemed 
to be no intention of sending supplies to 
the troops, either commissary or medical, 
without further orders. I considered the 
propriety of attempting to reach the expe- 
dition with the Dunleith, and a goodly 
portion of her cargo, but decided adversely 
to it. The boat itself was not adapted to 
such a trip. Its motive powers were feeble, 
and its capabilities of resistance and endu- 
rance, when assailed by rough weather, are 
shaky and uncertain. 

But, aside from this, the trip itself, with 
the best of facilities therefor, was not yet 
advisable, as there was no information yet 
current or attainable that we would not 
meet the whole expedition on its return. 


Mr. Way, and his assistants at Vicksburg, | 


have all needful vigilance, fidelity, and en- 
terprise, and will go forward with stores 
whenever it becomes desirable and prac- 
ticable to do so. 

I found about 1,000 patients in general 
hospital at Vicksburg, and twice the num- 
ber at Memphis. One half, or more, of the 
former are cases of small-pox. This is now 
the only disease displaying itself in an 
epidemic form in the army. It has been 
terribly prevalent for many months at all 
points on the river, where there are either 
troops or inhabitants. Yet there has been 
a surprisingly small number of deaths from 
it, taking this epidemic feature into ac- 
count. It would seem as if the Beneficent 
Powers were determined that the whole 
army should have the disease, once for all, 
and so get through and beyond one great 
peril to its career, if not existence. One 
may almost believe that every man in the 
army has taken his turn, (who was suscep- 
tible of the disease,) during the winter. 
There seemed to be no decline to the epi- 
demic up to the time of my leaving, but 
the advancing heat of the season will, of 
course, produce its accustomed results in 
checking it. éf 

J found the affairs of the Commission, at 
both Memphis and Vicksburg, in a highly 


prosperous condition, and excellently well 
managed. After the Red River expedition, 
T imagine the sanitary work on the Missis-. 
sippi, this side of New Orleans, will mate- 
rially decline. That is, should that expe- 
dition prove a success, and no reverses be 
met with elsewhere on the river, of such 
magnitude as to call for the return of troops. 
that have been removed to other depart- 
ments. 

We have received, though too late for 
insertion in this number, very full reports 
of the work performed by our agents in 
reheving the sick and wounded after the 
ereat battle. In the meantime, we find 
the following general statement on the sub- 
ject in the correspondence of the New York 
Herald, from New Orleans: 


Since the recent battles, Dr. Crane, of the 
Sanitary Commission; the Mayor, Capt. Hoyt, 
Mr. Tucker, General Banks’ private secretary, 
and other gentlemen, have worked indefatiga- 
bly day and night in gathering together and 
transporting stores to the sick and wounded. 

Before the news of the engagement arrived, 
upwards of three hundred boxes and barrels of. 
clothing, wines, and delicacies for the sick were 
forwarded; and within an hour after intelli- 
gence had reached this city of a battle having 
been fought at Mount Pleasant, fifty cases of 
lemons, wine, ice, &c., were shipped on a des- 
patch boat for Alexandria; and since that time 
scarcely a boat has left this city for the front 
without taking up large quantities of all neces- 
sary hospital supplies, delicacies, &c., for the 
sick and wounded. Ten or twelye agents of 
the Commission are now with the army. 

On Monday night last, a benefit was given at 
the Varieties Theatre, in behalf of the Sanitary - 
Commission, and a subscription list opened at 
the box office. By this means upwards of two 
thousand dollars have already been subscribed. 





THE CHRISTIAN COMMISSION AND THE 
SANITARY COMMISSION. 


The following letters explain themselves: 
ANNAPOLIS, Mp., | 
: - April ist, 1864. } 
Mr. Wm. A. Hovey, ‘ 

U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

My Duar Sir—I have just received your 
letter, and am exceedingly pained that the 
statement in the Philadelphia Inquirer of 
March 19th, should have arisen from any 
thing I had written to Philadelphia. So 
far from detracting from the good work of 
the Sanitary Commission at this point, and 
all others where I have labored during the 
war, I can say that they have done nobly, 
and promptly met the demands made upon 
them for stores in behalf of our soldiers. 
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The article in the Inquirer, I suppose, 
originated from what 1 may have written 
about the presence of a member of the Sani- 
tary Commission in the Naval School Hos- 
pital. But, I assure you, I had no inten- 
tion of conveying the impression that your 
noble organization was not at work here. 
I am well aware that you have your agents 
on the flag of truce boat, and that frequent 
Visits are made to this point by members 
of your Commission. You have always 
had a storchouse at this hospital, which is 
always filled with goods; and at Camp 
Parole you have several ladies, who are rep- 
resentatives of your Commission. I trust 
that Mr. Knapp and yourself will not think 
that I intended to give the impression, that 
the Christian Commission was the only 
organization at this post. Far from it; a 
wrong impression was received. 

Wherever [ have been—on the Peninsula, 
at Antietam, Gettysburg, &c.—I have al- 
ways found the Sanitary Commission at 
work. Weare both laboring in the same 
noble cause; we should rather help each 
other, than seem to lessen the good influ- 
ence which we would exert. 

Iam, very truly and respectfully yours, 

O. SLOAN, 


U. 8. CHRISTIAN COMMISSION, 
No. i1, Bank STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, April Tth, 1864. 


Miss H. D. WILLIAMS, | 
Ayent U, S. San. Com., Camp Parole, Md. 

It is with the greatest possible regret 
that I write, to correct a mistake into which 
we have been unfortunately led by infor- 
mation from Annapolis, to the effect that 
there was no agency of the Sanitary Com- 
mission in your place. 

We have received from Rev. J. O. Sloan, 
our agent at Annapolis, in Naval School 
_ Hospital; also from Rev. G. R. Brent, of 
Camp Parole, letters which speak in the 
strongest possible terms of your ‘‘ constant 
efforts to relieve the distressed ;” and espec- 
ially of your own labors, and those of Miss 
Phillips. 

Rey. Mr. Sloan says: ‘‘ There has, un- 
doubtedly, been a wrong impression made 
at Philadelphia. I have corrected all, how- 
ever.” 

I write to exonerate ourselves from the 
suspicion of having desired to cast even 
the slightest idea of disparagement upon 
the labors of the Sanitary Commission in 
Annapolis. The mistake on our part arose 
from entirely wrong information. 

Will you pardon our mistake, and accept 
this poor apology, with our kindest regards 
and good wishes for your success. 


W. E. Boarpmay, 
Beck 78 CoC. 


GENERAL HospPiTaL, TULLAHOMA, eet 
January 29, 1864, 


My Dzar Dr. Ruap—It is farthest from 


| other. 


my wish to array our two organizations, 
having a common good at heart, one against 
the other; but it seems to me that the pub- 
lic mind needs, in some respects, to be in- 
structed as to the best means of doing good 
in the army. There are at present two 
great organizations in the country, having 
this great end in view, viz., ‘‘The U.S. 
Sanitary Commission,.”’ and the ‘‘ Christian 
Commission.” Having, as you know, had 
a somewhat extensive experience during 
the past twenty-eight months, the most of 
that time on the ‘‘front,’’ where aid has 
been most needed, and having seen and 
felt the practical workings of both bodies, 
I trust | may be pardoned, if, in a spirit of 
kindness, I point out what appears to me 
‘‘to be an error’ in one, contrasted with 
the more instructed experience of the 
The Sanitary Commission was in- 
stituted to supply, in part, and as supple- 
mentary to the services of the Medical 
Corps, the wants of the sick and wounded 
of the army, which, from the nature of the 
case, the General Government could not 
always do. ‘This it has done, and is doing, 
to an extent never before known in the 
history of war. All the patriotism and 
benevolence of the people has been aroused, 
and they have poured upon the army the 
full stream of their bounty, trusting to the 
integrity and wisdom of the U. 8. Sanitary 
Commission to distribute it. And well has 
it fulfilled the trust. At the outbreak of 
the rebellion, there were misgivings among 
the people, on the one hand, and the army, 
on the other, lest these bounties should be 
misapplied; but the day of such evil fore- 
bodings has gone by. I am free to confess, 
that, on the part of the Medical Depart- 
ment of the army, there was a fear lest it 
and the Sanitary Commission should come 
in collision; but the Commission adopted 
the only true and safe course, which was 


_ **to issue their supphes on the requisition 


of surgeons, and leave them to use them as 
the exigencies of the case might demand.” 
The wisdom of this course has been fully 
established, the Sanitary Commission ac- 
knowledging ‘‘that those having the im- 
mediate charge of the sick being the only 
proper judges of what was best for them to 
have,” and the Medical Department, in 
‘looking to the Sanitary Commission as 
a fountain whence the wants of the sick 
could be supplied.”” In this way amutual 
esteem and confidence has been establish- 
ed, and the two now work together har- 
moniously. ‘lhe ChristiansCommission, if 
I understand it, was instituted to supply 
the ‘‘religious and moral wants of the 
army.’ So far as it has confined itself to 
this work, the surgeons, whether of re¢i- 
ments or in charge of hospitals, have been 
ready to extend the hand of welcome, and 
aid the agents of the society in their ‘‘ work 
and labor of love;” but when the agents 
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come into hospital, and propose to issue 
articles of diet to ‘‘ this man,” or ‘‘ that 
man,” it becomes the duty of the surgeons 
to be firm, and say, ‘‘ No one is competent 
to judge as to what is fit and proper for the 
sick or convalescent to have, but the medi- 
cal officer having them in especial charge.” 
It is but a few days since that an agent of 
the Christian Commission, whom I can but 
esteem for his honesty of purpose, and his 
zeal for the welfare of soldiers, came to this 
hospital, and requested the privilege of 
giving to various individuals, sick in the 
hospital, articles of diet which had been 
contided to him. I was obliged to say to 
him, ‘‘ Sir, we do not know one man from 
another; neither you nor I are competent 
to judge what is proper in any individual 
case. That must be left to the judgment 
of the medical officer in charge of the 
wards; he knows every individual case. 
Leave the things you have to distribute 
with the steward. They will then go into 
the commissaries’ room, and the attending 
surgeon will order them on the diet table, 
day by day, as they are needed.” He did 
not, ‘‘ see it in that light,” and nothing was 
left. It should be understood ‘‘ that no 
articles of diet for the sick can or should 
be distributed, any more than an outsider 
could come into a hospital and prescribe 
medicines.” Let the people at home pour 
their benefactions into the general store, 
td be used as wisdom and experience shall 
dictate, and let them send their agents into 
the field to do their moral and spiritual 
work; then there will be no clashing, and 


the temporal and moral wants of the army. 


will be supplied. 
Yours truly, 


BENJAMIN WooDWARD, 
Surgeon in Charge. 
{ 





THE DISTRIBUTION OF STORES. 
STEVENSON, ALA., Feb, 25, 1864. 
Dr. A. N. REED: 

Dzar Str—Day before yesterday, when 
your letter came, I was absent at Lookout 
in search of relics, and yesterday there was 
no mail to Nashville, so my letter will not 
reach you as soon as expected. Late letters 
from Nashville are not as long in coming as 
others were two years since. . 

All the stores sent from Louisville for the 
Home and for me, also those from Mr. 
Jones, have come to hand in good condi- 
tion. Ywould have been glad to receive a 
greater amount of stimulants, if you had 
had them to spare, as every requisition 
asks more or less. Wines especially are in 
demand, and at this season of the year the 
sour native wines are particularly suitable 
to the relaxed condition of the system. 

Your remarks in regard to misapplication 
of sanitary stores, and the care desirable in 
their distribution, are very just and neces- 
sary. I will send out to all the hospitals, 


from which issues are made from this post» 
circulars similar to the one in pamphlet for - 
the signatures of private soldiers, and will, 
as far as possible visit the hospitals myself, 
or send some person to collect the desired. 
testimony. My own observations lead me 
to conclude-—— 

1st. That the amount of sanitary stores 
consumed by sanitary agents, given by them 
in reciprocation of official courtesy, or di- 
rectly misapplied, is infinitesimal. gies 

2d. That the favors received by officers. 
are very few, and the amount of stores. con- 
sumed by officers so small as to be scarcely 
appreciable. aie 

od. That there is sometimes misapplica- 
tion of stores by surgeons and hospital at- 
tendants, but by no means to the extent 
supposed, or to such a degree as to prevent 
the vast bulk of the stores from reaching 
the sick. 

The first conclusion needs scarcely any 
explanation. The Sanitary Commission is: 
dependent at every post for its successful 
operations upon the courtesy of the officers, 
and they have it in their power to render a 
thousand-fold for all the favors they receive. 
I think the course of proceeding of agents 
in such cases‘is uniform, but the amount of 
stores thus expended is too slight for men- 
tion. Few officers receive favors directly — 
from the Commission, and never to the 
neglect of privates. At Kelly’s Ferry I 
never accommodated well men to the ne- 


| glect of the sick, or officers to the neglect 


of privates. Of the officers who stopped 
with me, I think Iam safe in saying scarcely 
a dozen had ever received a meal at the 
expense of the Sanitary Commission, or 
who would be so situated as to receive a. 
similar favor again. It shows a great dis- 
regard for truth to say that the Commis- 
sion is a ‘*‘good thing for the officer,” 
when the aggregate of officers favored is so 
small. 

I could have collected an abundance of 
the evidence from privates, which you de- 


‘sire, at the Ferry, but my opportunities 


now are not so good. Must close now as 
the train is coming. Will write more to- 
morrow. Cannot send, quite’ yet, amount 
and list of seeds. hin’ 
Yours, very truly, , 
Wm. A. SUTLIFFE. 


oo —___——. 


VEGETABLES—VEGETABLES—VEGE- 
TABLES. ! 


RINGGOLD, Ga., April 4, 1864. 
MR. D. BaRTLert, q 
Agent Sanitary Commission : 


Str—The 28 barrels of potatoes, 4 bar- 
rels of kraut, and 1 barrel of sliced pota- 
toes, (in vinegar,) which you sent to be dis- 
tributed to the men of the 1st Brigade, 3d 
Division, 14th A. C,, have been received . 
and distributed. ’ 
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Permit me to express my thanks in be- 
half of the brigade for this liberal supply 
of vegetables. 

No vegetables except those received from 
the Sanitary Commission, have been issued 
Sor several months. . 

In consequence of our brigade not being 
supplied with vegetables, we have had a 
good many cases of scurvy, and a.scorbutic 
tendency in almost all of our diseases. For 
about a month before we left Chattanooga, 
we were supplied very liberally with vege- 
tables by the Sanitary Commission, and the 
result was, a rapid improvement in almost 
every case of sickness. There were a good 
many cases of diarrhea, in which medicine 
would do no good, but which a few meals 
of kraut would cure—thus showing that it 
was change of diet rather than medicine, 
that was needed. 

Our brigadeis now in a very healthy con- 
dition, although there is some tendency to 
scurvy still manifest. I attribute in a great 
measure, the present healthy condition of 
the brigade, to the liberal supply of vege- 
tables from the Sanitary Commission. We 
are now camped in a healthy location, with 
plenty of good water, and if we can have 
vegetables to issue with the rations now 
supplied by the Government, there is no 
reason why our brigade should not remain 
in healthy condition. 

I hope, therefore, you will be able to 
supply us with vegetables, so that we can 
issue them to the mer at least once a week. 
The old saying, ‘‘that an ounce of pre- 
ventive is worth a pound of cure,” is very 
applicable to the army, for it certainly is 

- much better to supply the men with proper 
food, to prevent their getting sick, than it 
is to supply them with both food and medi- 
cine to cure them after becoming sick, and 
lose their services at the same time. 

Yours, truly, Jostan D. Coron, 


"Sur 92d Regt. O. V.I., 
. Act. Sur. Ist Bri. 3d Div., 14th A. C. 


ONIONS FOR THE SOLDIERS. | 
A COUNTRY GIRL TO COUNTRY GIRLS AND BOYS, 


Not long since T heard a soldier say that 
‘soldiers like onions; that he had, at one 
time, paid twenty-five cents for an onion. 
Onions are good for soldiers, and many of 
them craye them. You and I don’t, maybe; 
we like them only a long way off; but the 
soldiers do. Down.in a corner of our gar- 
den, behind the bushes, in what I recognize 
from surroundings as a long neglected cor- 
ner—a spot unoccupied save by ou- dogs, 
who have considered it their own p: culiar 
play-ground, and from which our buy has 
taken many a load of bones of their strew- 
ing—I see, in vision, the morning sun gleam 
brightly on rows of tiny green blades; and, 
as Llook, the rows seem to form themselves 
‘ into great characters, which presently I see 
are, For tae Sonprers. Henceforth, for 
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this season, at least, that bone-strewed plot 
has a nobler destiny. The vision shall be 
realized. The dogs must seek another play- 
ground; this spot is to bear onions for the 
soldiers. Where now is stiff sod, shall in- 
deed be mellow soil, where onions may take 
to themselves size and sap and odor. In 
due time the green tops may flavor soup 
for the Home Guard; but every bulb lyin 
concealed in the dark mould shall be sacre 
to such as have seen actual service. Never, 
since exiled Israelites landed and sighed 
for the leeks and onions of Egypt, has there 
been so great a glorification of the odorous, 
tear-provoking bulb, as there shall be in this 
garden corner. _ 

This sounds well, say you; but talking 
breaks no bones, and that frozen sod is not 
broken yet for those onion beds. You’re 
right. When the barrel, (or shall it only 
be barrel?) containing them shall have been 
directed to the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, 
will be a better time for talking of these 
onions of mine. But just one word to you, 
girls and boys. Have you a neglected cor- 
ner in your garden, in your yard, or a place 
hitherto given to the cultivation of flowers 
only? That patch is not yours, I beg leave 
to inform you. The soldier has a mortgage 
on it. Waste soil is not to be tolerated 
about our homes, in these times, and the 
tulip, though a lovely ministrant, must give 
place te a root which may be put to nobler 
uses. Dear friends, can’t you, won’t you 
work these spots for the soldiers? Think! 
for any slight weariness we shall so suffer, 
they have known the hard endurance, the 
wear of long marches; for every drop of 
oozing sweat while bending at our toil, the 
crimson life-current streams from them for 
country, for home, that we may have them. 
Let us give freely what we can to those who 
are giving life, some of them, for us. 

Glancing over a newspaper, my eye falls 
upon a statement that in the Army of the 
Cumberland there is much suffering for 
want of vegetables. In several regiments 
scurvy has broken out; and an urgent ap- 
pealis made to the Sanitary Commission 
for vegetables. Should each of us country 
girls and boys furnish a bushel, even, of 
vegetables—we won’t insist upon the onions 
from all, if some of you prefer potatoes for 
your peculiar patch—and put them all to- 
gether, those from each village sending 
their barrels—how the barrels would roll 
in? This seems humble work for some of 
us, does it? No work for country is mean; 
no work for its defenders is mean. Let us 
pledge ourselves, girls and boys, that we 


will do what we can, and that with the 


enthusiasm with which we pieced together, 
and flung out to the breeze, our first mini- 
atures of the ‘‘Dear Old Flag,” in the be- 
ginning of these strange times, when it is 
defended from these whom it has so long 
sheltered.— The Independent. 
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THE LEGISLATURE OF WISCONSIN AND 
THE COMMISSION. 


‘Resolutions introduced by Mr. Hubbell 
were adopted, as follows: 

Resolved, That the U. 8. Sanitary Com- 
mission commends itself to the good will 
and hearty support of this Legislature, and 
that we hereby testify on behalf of the sol- 
diers and people of Wisconsin, to the com- 


prehensive benevolence of its principles, » 


and the efficiency of its plans as a means of 
promoting the welfare of the army. 

Resolved, That we especially value the 
nationality of its views, by which all our 
soldiers, without distinction of place or 
race, are regarded as U. S. soldiers, and 
treated as such in all respects. 

Resolved, That the Ladies’ Aid Societies 
of Wisconsin, acting as they do, in co-ope- 
ration with the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, 
are heartily commended to the continued 
support of our people, as the most suitable 
tributaries through which the contributions 
of Wisconsin may find their way to the hos- 
pitals and camps of the army. 

Resolved, That the fidelity and generosity 
with which the efforts of the U.S. Sanitary 
Commission have been sustained by citi- 
zens of this State, and especially by its 
noble and patriotic women, 1s worthy of the 
highest commendation. 





HOMES AND LODGES. 


We have reports from the following Homes 
and Lodges: 

MrmpuHis. 

At the Lodge at Memphis, during the four 
weeks ending April 3d, there have been admit- 
ted 1,833 men, from twenty-two States—making 
an average per day of 531. 1,650 lodgings have 
been provided, and 1,833 meals; transportation 
has been procured for 104, 


CatRo. 


The report from the Soldier’s 
Cairo, is as follows: 

11,303 men have been admitted—making an 
average of 1,613 per day; 22,835 meals have 
been given, and 7,764 lodgings. 


Home at 


NASHVILLE. 


At the Soldier’s Home in Nashville, during 
the month of March, 5,047 men have been ad- 
mitted, from twenty-three States; 11,732 meals 
and 4,236 lodgings have been given; transpor- 
tation has been procured for 3,742, and $20,- 
225.22 have been drawn, and paid over to 108 
men. 

LovtsviE. 


The Relief Agent of the Kentucky Branch of 
the U.S. C., reports as follows: 

From the Home at Louisville, number of 
rations served during the two first weeks of 
March, 31,982; number of lodgings during the 
Same time, 7,182. The Agent says: the busi- 
ness of the Home, in the way of providing for, 
and accommodating soldiers, has increased 


steadily, and judging from the demands of the 
past week, bids fair to continue to increase. 
BrRasgeAR Crry. 


At the Home at Brashear City, during the 
two first weeks of March, 628 soldiers have been 
received; 1,641 meals and 415 lodgings, have 
been given. ~ 

Dzrrort. a 

The report for the mouth of February, of the 
Soldier’s Rest, at Detroit, shows that— — 

639 soldiers have been admitted; and 3,374 
meals and 740 lodgings, have beén given. . 


Camp NELSON. 

Mr. Butler, our Agent at Camp Nelson, re- 
ports for the fifteen days ending March 31: 

March commenced exceedingly wintry, a 
heavy and continnous storm of snow came with 
it, making Camp Nelson, and I presume sundry 
other places, very miserable and dangerous, 
without a shelter. . 

The buildings were by this time so far com- 
pleted, that when the bed-sacks arrived, which 
they did on the moining of March 1st, a large de- 
tail of energetic soldiers prepared the Home 
for the reception of 260 men, who would other- 
wise have had no shelter from the intensely in- 
clement weather. . 

The Home would not have been opened so © 
early, had not the sudden return of winter 
forced every door open, and filled most of the 
beds—for every portion of it was incomplete, 
and in the hands of the mechanics. The hasty — 
opening was, however, a matter of necessity, for 
not only were the health and comfort of 260 


‘men in jeopardy, but their very lives. 


With the exception of a few days when the 
Home was being completed, the month has been 
full of interesting labors to us, and I have rea- 
son to know of much profit to the soldiers who 
have sojourned with us. During this month, 
April, I trust that the Home will be finished 
in every particular, and increase in facilities for 
the comfort and cleanliness of the soldiers. 

During the last fifteen days of, March, we fur 
nished: lodgings, 1,849; meals, 5,628—com- 
prising a total for the month of March, of lodg- 
ings, 3,657; meals, 16,995. ; 

A great change has taken place in this Camp 
during the last month. The immense business 
and traflic which a month ago were so lively, 
and the daily influx of strangers, which once — 
was so great, have departed, leaving Camp | 
Nelson compuratively dull, and shorn of its im- 
portance. ‘The long trains of wagons, trans- 
porting Government stores to the front, have 
almost entirely disappeared; also, a large pro- 
portion of multifarious employees of the Camp. 

The change has been sudden and disastrous 
to several enterprises, both military and civil— 
leaving the future character of the Camp unset- 
tled and unknown. 

The hospitals are stillin full operation. Dis- 
ease in its most malignant shapes, is unusually 
rife; cases of small pox, measles and fevers pre- 
vail more than ever, and results are uncommon- 
ly fatal. 

The hospitals through this district, notwith- 
standing what the Hospital Fund is expected 
to do, are very needy. Suffering, in a variety of 


. characters, makes frequent calls upon us. 


There is any amount of work. We need 


material. 
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WORK OF THE STATISTICAL BU REAU. 


Immediately after the first battle of Bull Run, 
(July 21st, 1861,) a number of inspectors were 
sent out to ascertain the condition of the troops 
that took part therein, before, during, and after, 
the engagement; and to investigate the causes 
which gave rise to the sudden panic among the 
men, which, it is believed, resulted in their de- 
feat. The facts thus collected were arranged 
and tabulated in this office, and a report of the 
results deduced therefrom published (see appen- 
dix Doc. 40). 

CAMP INSPECTIONS. 

About the end of July, 1861, the Commission 
adopted a system of Camp Inspections, for the 
duties of which a number of Inspectors were 
appointed. 

Among the subjects into which they were di- 
rected to inquire, and to report thereon, were 
the character of camp sites as to elevation, and 
their liability to malarial influences; drainage 
and policing of camp; ventilation of tents and 
quarters; cleanliness of men; quality of food 
and water; system of cooking generally em- 
ployed; quality and sufficiency of clothing of 
men; management of field hospitals; sufficiency 
of medical supplies; sickness and mortality of 
troops, &c., &c. In short everything that affect- 
ed the health and discipline, and consequently the 
efficiency, of the men was to be noted, the atten- 
tion of the officers directed thereto; and advice 
offered, and suggestions made, whenever in the 
opinion of the inspectors, the ignorance of the 
officers, medical or otherwise, of sanitary laws, 
rendered it necessary. 

Of these inspections we have received up to 
date 1,463 (representing 860 organizations). 


Number received.in 1861..............: 555 
“ at TN AON A 547 
vs ‘¢ PEM ete hii, “dyn & ss aa ¢ 361 


These returns are subjected to three processes 
of tabulation. First, on preliminary sheets, for 
our own facility as office reference, and also to 
enable us to give such general information in re- 
gard to the location and military status of each 
regiment as may be proper. 

Secondly, in a condensed form, where the con- 
dition, individually and collectively, of twelve 
regiments, in regard to the information required 
by inspectors, (Doc. 19 a,) is seen at a glance; 
and the information thus presented may be readi- 
ly made use of as the Commission may see fit in 
correcting such abuses as come within the ob- 
servation of the Inspectors, and in improving and 
ameliorating the condition of the soldier gen- 
erally. 

Thirdly, on a State register, where all the 
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questions, embodied in Doc. 19 a, are arranged 
under their respective heads, so as to give a 
monthly summary of replies, obtained thereto 
by-our Inspectors, of the regiments of each State, 
visited by them; these are again presented by 
groups of States ; and finally,a grand aggregate, 
showing the total number of replies, or items of 
information, collected from all the organizations 
in the U.S. service, visited by our Inspectors 
during each month. 

There have been recorded on the State register 
up to date about 700 returns, leaving still about 
763 to be entered thereon. . 

The results to be obtained from the facts re- 
corded in this register, will be of inestimable 
value in determining and reducing to a scientific 
basis, those general laws by which future mili- 
tary operations shall be governed, in regard to 
the economy of human life. Indeed this value 
has already been recognized, from the favor 
with which certain partial results, derived from 
facts collected in the inspection of the first 200 
regiments, and embodied in Doc. 40, were re- 
ceived by statisticians and scientific men, not only - 
inthe United States, but also in France and Eng- 
land. 

HOSPITAL STATISTICS. 

In the summer of 1862, we copied from the 

records of the Surgeon General’s Office, the con- 


' solidated reports of hospitals (including those of 


a few general hospitals) of the different depart- 
ments, as far as they had been received. They 
all possess more or less value, according to the. 
accuracy and consistency of each monthly re- 
port, one with another, in determining the ave- 

rage duration of treatment; ratio of deaths to 100 
cases treated; ratio of sickness to 1,000 mean 
strength, and numbers furloughed, discharged 

and deserted. The reports of hospitals in the 

West are a great deal more incomplete than 

those in the East. The value of this data will 

be of use in giving approximating estimates of 

the number of men treated, in all the hospitals 

of the United States, regimental and general or 

otherwise, since the commencement of the war. 


GAIN AND LOSS, SICKNESS AND MORTALITY, FIRST 
FIFTEEN MONTHS OF THE WAR. 


Another source for the collection of data is the 
Adjutant General’s Office. 

The facts obtained there are of the first value, 
whether we consider them with regard to their 
vastness, or to the gradually increasing regular- 
ity of theie returns, by which previous error is 
readily detected, and a greater accuracy se- 
cured. 

In the beginning of April, 1862, we set to 
work to determine the sickness and mortality of 
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the whole army, from the beginning of the war, 
to the time the last returns had been received in 
the Adjutant General’s Office. The rolls from 
which these results were to be elicited, are the 
returns of gain and loss of each regiment, 
usually made out by the Adjutant, and supposed 
to be forwarded monthly to the Office of the Ad- 
jutant General. At first they were irregular and 
incomplete; but as time elapsed, and their 
length of service increased, the officers gradually 
awakened to a sense of their duties, and the re- 
turns came in more and more regularly; until 
now irregularity in their transmission is perhaps 
rather the exception than the rule. 

Commencing with June, 1861, we exhausted 
all the rolls received in the office from that time 
up to, and including: August, 1862—a period of 
fifteen months—and comprises over 2,400 reports 
from the different organizations in the service. 

The collection of this vast quantity of facts ; 
their arrangement by States, and by groups of 
States; and their classification by months and 
seasons; together with a Jarge number of other 
combinations, which are always suggested to the 
inquiring mind of the statistician, required the 
constant services of one clerk for over six 


months. It has been estimated that the deduc- 
ons thus obtained, involved over one million 
figures. 


The results elicited from the above, in relation 
to the first nine months of the war, (June, 1861, 
to March, 1862,) have been published, with illus- 
trative diagrams [Doc. 46]. 

In this pamphlet are given the annual nats 
ity rates of the volunteer army by seasons and 
by rank, and by location whence recruited ; the 
constant sickness rates of the army Hast and 
West; and also comparisons between the sick- 
ness and mortality of the troops in the East and 
those in the West. Elaborate comparisons are 
likewise instituted between the sickness and mor- 
tality of the present volunteer army, and our 
army at different other periods of our history— 
particularly that engaged in the Mexican cam- 
paign; and also with the British army at va- 
rious periods—and more especially during the 
Peninsular and Crimean campaigns, 

It has also elaborate calculations, based on 
these returns, showing the rate of recruiting ne- 
cessary to supply given losses from mortality, 
discharges, desertions, and other causes; and also 
showing the number of men required to keep up 
a given constant force of effective men, when a 
given per centage of men are constantly sick. 

PHYSIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS OF SOLDIERS. 

In January, 1863, we commenced thesocial and 
physiological examinations of soldiers; and since 

then have been constantly receiving, and con- 
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tinue to receive, these returns from our agents, 
Messrs. Buckley and Fairchild. The former has 
confined himself exclusively to the examination 
and measurement of Union soldiers, and the lat- 


ter has been similarly employed on rebel soldiers . 


at Point Lookout. T.e number of individual 


examination returns received up to date is, of 


Union soldiers, 4,078, and of rebels, 1,970—mak- 
ing in all 6,048 returns. 

These we tabulate as they come in, distinguish- 
ing those in usual good health from those suffer- 
ing from disease, exhaustion or otherwise. 

Being fully impressed with the great value of 
this work in establishing comparisons between 
the physical, social, and moral condition of 
northern soldiers, with those of the south; and 
between both and those of European armies, we 
have succeeded in placing the aggregate facts in 
as forward a state as possible, so that results 
may be deduced therefrom with comparatively 
little delay and trouble. 


THE INFLUENCE OF MILITARY LIFE 
FERENT AGES. 

Another subject of investigation is to ascertain 

the average age of the soldiers of the volunteer 

service, by States; to find out what ages predom- 

inate in the national army; and through these 

means, by connecting them with other facts, to 


ON 


determine the relative efficiency of men in active 


military life, at different ages. 


With regard to the average age of the volun- . 
teers, we are now engaged in collecting all the - 


available data in the Adjutant General’s Office 
on this point, and have completed that of 
the soldiers of the Bia thirteen eh bi 
namely : 


Maine, New Jersey, 
New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 
Vermont, Maryland, 
Rhode Island, Illinois, 
Massachusetts lowa, 
Connecticut, and 
New York, California. 


We have thus far investigated the records of 
about 900 organizations or bodies of troops, in- 
volving the examination of 10,000 muster rolls— 
representing an aggregate force of nearly 
800,000 men. 


There yet remain to be examined, in order 
that each State may be represented, the rolls of 
sixteen States and Territories, beside the differ- 
ent State and United States’ organizations of co- 
lored troops. 

In regard to the question, as to the relatiye ef- 
ficiency of men in active service at different 
ages, the difficulty of obtaining data for its dis- 
cussion, makes it not an easy matter to conclu- 


~ 


MEN OF DIF- 





sively determine. The only available informa- 
tion, likely to throw light on this subject, was 
derived from records of deaths and burials, now 
being collected and recorded, under the official 
management of Brigadier-General Rucker. As 


these records are received, entries are made on — 


a large register, of the name of the deceased sol- 
dier, his age, regiment, and cause of death; to- 
gether with such other information as will ren- 
der it not only a means of future identification, 
but also a document of considerable historic 
value. 

Having obtained permission to make such use 
of the facts contained therein as we saw fit, we 
exhausted all the information relating to the 
age of the soldier, and the cause of death. 
Somewhat over .2,000 deaths were recorded. 

The results seemed to indicate that the mor- 
tality was Jess between the ages of eighteen and 
twenty, than between twenty and twenty-five, 
but greater than among those of twenty-five 
and thirty-five. 

Whether the facts obtained from the records 
of 2,000 men are sufficient to establish a question 
of such scientific importance, it is difficult to 
say; we understand, however, that they have 
been considerably increased since then. We know, 
also, that Mr. Elliot, previous to his departure 
for Europe, was about to make arrangements for 
the collection of data from other sources, and in 
sufficient quantity, to enable us to arrive at con- 
clusive results on this point. 


s 


PENSIONS. 

We have likewise collected from time to time, 
such other statistics of the volunteers, as were 
afforded by the rolls in the Adjutant General’s 
Office, such as, nativities, occupations, heights, 
complexion, color of hair, eyes, &c. The number 
of men of whom we have obtained such descrip- 
tions is 69,000—of whom 18,000 are drafted men 
and substitutes; and the number of rolls ex- 
amined, to get at this information, was at least 


5,000. In these descriptions are comprised sol- 
diers of the following States, namely: 

Maine, New Jersey, 

New Hampshire, Pennsylvania, 

Vermont, Maryland, 

Rhode Island, Illinois, 

Massachusetts, Iowa, 

Connecticut, Indiana, and 

New York, Minnesota. 


As the rolls from which these facts are de- 
rived, are constantly being received, the work of 
collecting them may be prolonged indefinitely. 


EFFECTS OF LONG MARCHES AND IMPROPER FOOD ON 
THE HEALTH OF THE MEN. 
Soon after the battles of Gettysburg, another 
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subject of investigation was entered upon, This 
was to ascertain the effect of long marches and 
improper or insufficient food, on the health of 
the men who took part in the engagement. 

For the purpose of collecting the necessary 
facts to aid in its discussion, forms (J, J1, & 
J2) were prepared, and given to Inspectors with 
such instructions, in relation to their collection, 
as should render the information to be obtained 
of greater value. ‘ 

We have received up to date 144 of these re- 
turns, (Dr. Swalm 50, Dr. Winslow 69, and Dr. 
Fairchild 25,) which we have arranged, classi- 
fied and tabulated; and which await scientific 
analysis, to elicit just and correct conclusions in 
relation to the subjects under discussion. 





IN THE HOSPITAL. 
BY THE AUTHOR OF ‘A RAINY DAY IN CAMP.” 


S. S——, a Massachusetts Sergeant, worn 
out with heavy marches, wounds and camp 
disease, died in +— General Hospital, in 
November, 1863, in ‘‘ perfect peace.’’ Some 
who witnessed daily his wonderful sweet 
patience and content, through great languor 
and weariness, fancied sometimes they 
‘‘could already see the brilliant particles 
of a halo in the air about his head.” 


I lay me down to sleep, 

With little thought or care, 
Whether my waking find 

Me here—or THERE! 


A bowing, burdened head, 
That only asks to rest, 
Unquestioning, upon 
A loving Breast. 


My good right-hand forgets 
Its cunning now— 

To march the weary march 
I know not how. 


I am not eager, bold, 

Nor strong—all that is past: 
I am ready Not To po 

At last—at last! 


My half-day’s work is done, 
And this is all my part; 

I give a patient God 
My patient heart, 


And grasp his banner still, 
Though all its blue be dim; 
These stripes, no less than stars, 

Lead after Him. 





The following was found in a pair of sani- 
tary socks recently: 


The fortunate owner of these socks is secretly 
informed, that they are the one hundredih and 
ninety-first pair knit for our ‘Brave Boys’ by 
Mrs. Abner Bartlett, of Medford, Mass., now 
aged 85 years. January, 1864. . 
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HOSPITALS IN TENNESSEE. 
(CONTINUED. ) 


Since my connection with the United 
States Sanitary Commission as hospital 
visitor, Mr. Ingraham and myself have 
visited the general hospitals in Nashville 
as often as once a week. In these visits I 
have endeavored to make myself fully ac- 
quainted with the wants of the sick and 
wounded soldiers in the various hospitals, 
and to furnish supplies to relieve their 
wants, to the full extent of their claims 
upon the aid of the Commission. 


No case has presented itself, within my ~ 


knowledge, that has been passed by with- 
out proper attention and relief. ‘The af- 
fairs of these hospitals appear to be ad- 
ministered with care and ability by the 
surgeons in charge. Neatness, cleanliness, 
and order characterize all their depart- 
ments. I have discovered no want of at- 
tention to the wants of the patients. They 
have wholesome food and suitable clothing. 
As a general thing, the wards are well 
ventilated, and kept at a proper tempera- 
ture. 

Strangers have often visited the hospitals 
with me, and in every instance have ex- 
pressed gratification at the excellent man- 
ner in which they are provided, and the 
healthful condition in which they are kept. 
Not long ago, a father came here to visit 
his son, who was a wounded soldier in one 
_ of the hospitals. He came with the inten- 
tion of taking his son home with him. 
After spending two days at the hospital, 
he said to me that he should leave his son 
there, for he was satisfied, from what he 
had seen, that his son was better cared for 
there than he could be at home. 

That you may have a correct general 
idea.of the work done by the Commission 
in these hospitals, J will enumerate the 
warious articles that have been distributed 
in them during the months of January and 
February. The amount distributed in the 
month of March will be ascertained and 
included in the next report. I will also 
state the number of patients in each hos- 
pital for the same time, and from what 
states of the Union they have come. 

This will be instructive, and serve to 
illustrate the necessity of such an organ- 
ization as the United States Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

During the months of January and Feb- 
ruary, there were distributed to Hospital 
No. 1, 321 shirts, 105 pairs of drawers, 107 
towels, 52 pairs of socks, 11 pairs of slip- 
pers, 95 cans of fruit, 8 cans of condensed 
beef, 1,760 pounds of dried fruit, 248 
pounds of groceries, 54 bottles of wine and 
spirits, 30 cans of condensed milk, 30 gal- 
tons of apple butter, 162 gallons of pickles, 
369 gallons of krout, 304 bu:hels of pota- 
toes, 52 bushels of onions, 63 gallons of 


ale, 15 bushels of green apples, 265 pounds 
of crackers, 41 pounds of codfish, 124 band- 
ages, 48 pillow cases, and other small 
articles. ‘This distribution was made, for 
the most part, under the immediate super- 
vision of Mr. Ingraham and myself, and 
the soldiers in the hospital received the - 
full benefit of it. I have not the slightest 
idea or suspicion that a single article was 
misapplied or wasted. 

In a conversation I had last week with 
Dr. Horner, the surgeon in charge, he said 
publicly, in the presence of a number of 
ladies and gentlemen, that the United 
States Sanitary Commission had rendered 
the greatest possible service to Hospital 
No. 1; that it saved it last winter from 
going down; that he found it greatly in 
debt, and was only able to sustain it by the 
aid received from the Commission; and that 
it was now out of debt, and able to take 
care of itself. To show how highly he ap- 
preciated the service rendered, he directed 
a number of his assistants to procure a 
letter of thanks from the inmates of the 
hospital to the Commission, for the sup- — 
plies received at their hands. That letter — 
has been forwarded to you. x 

The number of sick and wounded sol- 
diers in this hospital, who participated in 
the supplies above mentioned in the months 
of January and February, and the States . 
from which they were mustered into the 
Federal service, will be found in the fol- 
lowing table, furnished by the hospital — 


clerk: 
U. 8. A.,; GENERAL Hosprrat No. 1, } 
NASHVILLE, Tenn., March 26, 1864. 
Number of patients from the different States in hospital, 
January Ist, 1864, also the number received in January 
and February: 





January 1,; Received ;“Received , Total 





1864. | -in Jan. in Feb. ,Treated. 

Regular Army. 16 6 10 32 
QIIO" Fe apersieteter OE pea 105 161 603 
Indiana 28: 126 70 66 252 
PLINOLS eae eee 89 69 =< 1. . 109 257 
 Tennessee.... 15 6 12 33 
Michigan ..... 67 17 41 125 
Kentucky..... 80 25 50 155 
Wisconsin .... 18 8 14 40 
Minnesota ... ah 2 0 3 
Kansas’. cick «6 2 2 6 10 
Missouri...... 5 3 15 23 

Pennsylvania . 26 BM 12 43 
New York..... 15 8 14 37 
Massachusetts. 5 3 0 8 
New Jersey... ah 1 1 3 
LOWalee ice tak 15 1 10 26 
Miscellaneous. 8 1 11 20 
Totaly... o. 726 312 ~ 532 1,570 


From this exhibit it will be readily per- 
ceived, that no mere State agency would be 
adequate to supply the wants of the soldiers 
in this hospital; neither would it be ade- 
quate for any army hospital, for a similar 
state of facts exists in all, Here are fifteen 
hundred and seventy soldiers, from fifteen 
different States of the Union, brought to- 
gether, by the casualties of war, in the same 
hospital. 
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They are all United States. soldiers, and 
were fighting under the same flag when 
wounded or disabled. Surely a Commis- 
sion must be national in its character, and 
‘‘not hemmed in by State lines,” to meet 
the wants of such a case. In the struggle 
that exists, the political, social, and indi- 
vidual interests of the whole people are at 
stake; and it should make no difference 
with patriotic citizens from what State the 
heroes come who fight their battles for 
them; and, when suffering, there should 
be no partiality in the relief that is extend- 
ed to them. 
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The United States Sanitary Commission 
was founded upon this broad and compre- 
hensive principle of patriotism and bene- 
volence; and the good it has done, and is 
doing, over the whole extent of the theatre 
of war, fully vindicate the wisdom of its 
organization.—Report of Hospital Visitor. 





PATTERNS. FOR HOSPITAL CLOTHING. 


The following patterns have been adopted as 
the best and most economical by the New Eng- 
land Branch of the Sanitary Commission, after 
an experience of more than two years, during 
which over 45,500 garments have been cut. 


FLANNEL SHIRT. 


Half of Front. 


4 YARD LONG 





Half of Sleeve. 
oY. 





Half of Back. 





mame en 


pracces owen serene cnn en seen 


4 KFARD LOMWG 





Half of Collar. 


47 tM: 





8 
qu 


20 IN. 


Required for each Shirt—3 skeins linen thread, 

5 black bone buttons, 7 stays, tape or silesia. 
Directions for Making —The dimensions given 

above, are for flannel twenty-six inches wide. 
The opening in the front should be fourteen 
inches long, and should be faced on the left 
‘side with silesia, two and one-half inches wide. 
There should be two button-holes on this side. 
A flap of silesia, two and one-half inches wide, 
when doubled, should be put on the right side 
for the buttons, and stitched under the left side 
at the bottom of the opening. The collar should 


cover the flannel entirely on the left side, but 
the silesia flap should project beyond it on the 
right side. There should be one button and 
button-hole in it. The shoulder seams should 
be strengthened by a crosswise binding of sile- 
sia, and stays should be put on at the flaps and» 
at the opening in the sleeve. ‘The sleeve should 
be faced at the wrist with silesia, three inches 
wide, and fastened with one button. The open- 
ing at the wrist shouldbe one finger long. The 
flaps should be two fingers long. 


‘ 


1 J 
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x . FLANNEL DRAWERS. 
. One Leg of Drawers. 






Abie Te MARCO a lac to toyed be ee 


SESS Pi ae 


me ew ee 


“== 


Be ena ae een canton artes 


“emf 


Ls 


“Me 





ne oy be te oe a 





Required for each pair of Drawers. 
- 1 tape stay, one inch long, (for opening in 
back. ) 

3 knots linen thread. 

' 3 black bone buttons. _ 

Narrow tape, for back of waistband (18 inches 
long. ) 

' Directions for Making.—If the flannel to be 
used is less than thirty inches wide, put the 
point at the back close to the edge of the flan- 
nel and piece the fronts, as shown by the dot- 
ted lines above. 

The opening below the waistband in the back 
should be four inches long. The opening in 
front should be seven inches long and faced 
with flannel or silesia, two inches wide. Two 
buttons should be put on the waistband in 
front, and one on the opening below. ‘There 
should be four eyelet holes on each side of the 

“waistband behind. Waistbands shouldbe lined 
with silesia. Drawers to be closed to the ankle, 
and finished with hem. 

To cut a piece of flannel economically, draw- 
ers and shirts should be cut together. 

Put the bottom of one leg against the bottom 
of the other, and two long triangular pieces of 
flannel will be left on each side, out of which, 
with the other small pieces, cut the collars and 
wrist-facings for shirt, and waistband for draw- 
ers. In cutting the second pair of drawers, be 
careful that the slanting line of the top meets 


the slanting line left by the first pair, and go on 
s before. he 
‘ Begin to cut the shirts at the other end of the 
piece of flannel, tearing off two yards for the 
body of each shirt. One sleeve and a half can 
be cut out of the width of the flannel, and in 
cutting a number of sleeves, one may be made 
to fadge into the other. Am 
Pieces of flannel are usually from 45 to 52 or 
53 yards long and 26 inches wide. f 
Cut by the above patterns, it will take about. 
54 yards for a shirt and pair of drawers. The 
diagrams allow for seams. 





SURGEON’S TESTIMONIALS. — 


; ASC., 
See ete, a een eee 

My Dzar Sir—TI have received lately two 
numbers of the Sanitary Reporter, the last 
of the 15th of February, for which, sup- 
posing that you sent them, accept my 
thanks. I have often wished that I could 
receive all the publications of the Sanitary 
Commission, and especially such as the 
above. The last number was especially 


interesting, as containing your report of 


your visit here. As it may be interesting 
to you, I will give you some figures in re- 
spect to the command since. I will enclose 
the total of my weekly reports since your 
visit. Between the 20th and last of Feb- 
ruary, I inspected the camps of eight 
organizations—seven regiments -and the 
batteries—all that were accessible. I will 


give you the results as to sickness. The. 


strength present was 2,556; number of sick 
(unfit for duty, rather,) at date of inspec- 
tion, 87; average number for the preceding 
week, 95 3-7; giving on this average a ratio 
per thousand of mean strength 37.83—dif- 
fering but little from the proportion when 
you were here, (816 per cent.) pd 
We have as yet had scarcely any symp- 
toms of scurvy. One cause for this, per- 
haps, is the frequent foraging expeditions, 
in which the men get articles of food 
not otherwise easily procured. The details 
for duty are large, and prevent sickness 
from idleness. In my inspections I found 
that 7,053 rations of fresh beef, and 7,078 
rations of soft bread, or flour, had been 
issued during thé preceding week. You 
will perceive by the copy enclosed, that in 
the regular way we get very few vegetables. 
The potatoes issued have at times been 
damaged. The agents of the Sanitary 
Commission have issued quite largely. To 
them we are compelled to look for our 
supplies. Iam glad to see my idea con- 
firmed by your opinion of the anti-scorbu- 
tic properties of corn meal. It was at my 


suggestion that it was added to the articles _ 


to be reported weekly as issued. I would 
like to see the meal of parched corn issued. 
It, I presume, would keep as well as flour. 
As fresh potatoes cannot be procured in 
any thing like an adequate supply, I wish 


> 


a nS ba ee es Ne 


- 





very much that your suggestions as to 
*“ potatoes, pickled in vinegar, or put up in 
molasses, as for sea voyages, to be eaten 
‘raw,’ could be carried out. Our Post Hos- 
‘pital is now in much better condition than 
when you saw it. Mrs. Bickerdyke and 
Mrs. Porter reached here in the latter part 
of January, and soon caused a very decided 
change in the condition of affairs. Mrs. 
Porter is stillthere. Dr. Rogers, of the 
59th Indiana, who then had charge, went 
home with his regiment, (veteran,) early in 
February, and it is now under the charge of 
Surgeun Early, of the 17th Iowa, an ener- 
gectic and eificient officer. It now (March 
18th, 1864,) contains 1,828 patients. 
This has been delayed so long, because 
some days ago Mr. Tour told me that he 
expected you here in a few days. I was 
told at his office to-day, though, that your 
coming was uncertain; I therefore send you 
this as it is. We have twelve or fifteen 
cases of small-pox. A separate hospital 
has been established for them. The dis- 
ease does not seem to increase. I com- 
menced to-day to make asecond inspection 
of our troops. If it is satisfactory to you, 
I will continue at intervals to keep you in- 
formed of our condition, &c. Knowing 
how constantly your time is occupied, I 
cannot expect the pleasure of a reply from 
you, though your doing so would give me 
great pleasure. 
I am, most respectfully, &e., 


J. S. Provr, » 


Surgeon 26th Me. Vols., and Surgeon in Chief. 
To Dr. A. N. REED, 
U.S. Sanitary Commission, Nashville, Tenn. 


U. S. GENERAL HOSPITAL, PATTERSON’S PARK, } 

BALTIMORE, April 8th. 

Dear Str—I received your note some 
days ago; delayed the answer, because I 
wished to take time to reply at length—to 
answer your query as I think it should be 
answered. I hope to do so yet, but am ex- 
ceedingly busy just now. 

In the mean time, accept my grateful 
assurances that, in my opinion, the mission. 

of the United States Sanitary Commission 

is a noble one; that its members have ever 
done their duty well; and that very much 
suffering among the soldiers has been alle- 
viated through their instrumentality, that 
could not, under the circumstances, have 
been reached by any means in possession 
of surgeons in the field. 

Ji is true that the Government provides 
liberally, very liberally, for the sick and 
wounded; but the Sanitary Commission 
has, to my knowledge, provided for them 
when the Government could not; and it is, 
to say the least, ungrateful on the part of 
Officers, as well as men, to refuse to ac- 
knowledge the benefits received. 
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God speed the Sanitary Commission, 
until you hear from me again. * 
Believe me, yours truly, 
(Signed, ) 
THos. Sim, 


Surgeon U.S. Vols., in charge of Patterson Park 
Hospital, late Medical Director 3rd A. C. 


Dr. STErneEn, 
Office San. Com., Washington. 


U.S. A. GENERAL HOospPrrat, 
CAMDEN STREET, BALTIMORE, Md., 
March 28th, 1864. 


Mr. J. T. PANCOAST, : 
Agent U. 8. Sanitary Commission: 

Sir—I take this method of expressing to 
you my personal thanks, for the prompt 
manner in which you have at all times filled 
all requests for sanitary clothing and sup- 
plies, which from time to time I have made 
for the benefit and use of the sick and 
wounded soldiers in this hospital; and I 
take this occasion to reiterate what I have 
often before declared, that, from nearly 
three years’ varied experience in hospital 
and field, Iam fully convinced that clothing 
and other contributions from the people to 
the soldiers are, with much more facility, 
uniformity and certainty, distributed among 
the sick soldiers in the field and hospitals, 
through the medium of the Sanitary Com- 
mission, than by any other means hereto- 
fore adopted. 

I am, very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Signed, ) 
Ziti... (Lise, 
Surgeon U. S. Vols , in charge of Hospital. 


HEADQUARTERS, HospitTaL Ist Drv. 2D Cores, } 
March 12th, 1864. 

Docror—I desire to express, in a more 
tangible manner than by words, my appre- 
ciation of the Sanitary Commission as an 
institution. The amount of good which is 
being done in the Army of the Potomac 
daily by the Commission, cannot be over- 
estimated. Although I have never been 
visited officially by the agent of this corps, 
since I have been in the charge of this 
hospital, yet I have been able to procure 
an abundance of supplies of all kinds from 
the officer at Brandy Station, by which 
means Lam not only enabled to make the 
patients under my charge comfortable, but 
to afford them a degree of luxury. When 
the history of this war shall have been 
written, it will be found that the Sanitary 
Commission has acted no mean part to- 
wards putting down the rebellion. 

Iam, Doctor, 
Very respectfully yours, 
(Signed, ) 
W. W. Porter, 
Surgeon in Charge. 
Dr. WINSLOW, 
Inspector Sanitary Commission. 
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The following extracts are from a letter 
written by Mr. F. C. Sessions, of Columbus, 
Ohio, who has lately visited the Army of 
the Potomac, to look into the condition of 
troops from that State, at the request of the 
Governor. Speaking of Ohio soldiers, he 
says: 

These regiments have been remarkably 
healthy for the last year. The 4th has not 
lost a man by disease since a year ago last 
December. The 8th has lost but two by 
disease. This speaks well for Ohio sur- 
geons. A more faithful and intelligent class 
of men I never saw—enthusiastic and de- 
voted to their profession; I have noticed 
them now in nearly all of our armies, east 
and south, with pride and satisfaction. 
They all express themselves in the highest 
terms of the Sanitary Commission, and its 
noble work; and but for its labors, many a 
poor soldier, now serving his country, would 
have been in his grave. Its business with 
this army is immense. LEHach station is 
charged with every article sent them; and 
the agents are obliged to report vouchers 
from the surgeons of the regiments receiv- 
ing articles for every thing given out, and 
make a weekly report of all their expenses, 
Bee * * * * * 

IT examined the report of the agents of 
the Sanitary Commission at Culpepper and 
Brandy Station, and found our Ohio regi- 
ments had been supplied with all that the 
surgeons desired. Every requisition had 
been promptly filled by the Commission, 
and the surgeons expressed themselves 
highly grateful for their generous aid. 

One remarked: ‘‘God only knows how 
we should have suffered at Antietam, Get- 
tysburg, and other battle-fields, without 
their assistance.” He mentioned the nu- 
merous articles supplied by the Commis- 
sion, which the Government do not fur- 
nish. Hach surgeon is obliged to give a 
receipt for each article that they receive, 
and that they will honorably distribute the 
same to the sick and wounded of their re- 
spective regiments or hospitals. Captain 
Harris, the efficient and gentlemanly super- 
intendent of the Relief Corps, was formerly 
from Ohio, and takes special pleasure in 
caring for Ohio men; he was for two years 
a captain in the army. Col. Poten, former- 
ly commander of Camp Chase, has charge 
of the Commission in Gen. Siegel’s depart- 
ment, at Harper’s Ferry. The army has 
been remarkably healthy this winter, and 
never stronger, morally or physically. 





HOSPITAL GARDENS. 


These laudable institutions flourish apace, 
and promise to be of the greatest utility to 
the army. Of that at Chattanooga, Mr. M. 
C. Reed writes as follows: ‘‘The garden of 


one hundred acres and a little more is now > 
fenced, and arrangements made for all the 
land we may desire to use adjoining it. It 
is well furnished with tools of all kinds. 
To-morrow I shall send out an additional 
harrow just finished, and a portable black-- 
smith’s forge for repairs. It remains only 
to secure the erection of barracks for the 
men, gardeners, store-room for the seeds 
and tools, and a shelter for the horses, and 
my work for providing material will be 
nearly finished. The fencing party will go 
to work at the vineyard to-morrow. We 
intend to make the garden and the vine- 
yard supply fully the wants of all the sick 
and wounded accessible from this point, so 
far as vegetables are concerned, from mid- 
summer until late in the fall; and although 
it requires quite a large expenditure for 
seed, it seems to me it is good economy to 
put under cultivation as much of this splen- 
did soil as we can cultivate well.” 

Mr. Thomas Wills, the superintending 
gardener, writes at a later date, March 25: 

Iam getting along well. We have planted 
some forty-five bushels of potatoes, twelve 
of onions, seven of peas-—some of which are 
up—and have in our hot-beds, cabbage, 
mustard, lettuce and tomatoes, all growing 
finely. JI have twenty-five men and thirty- 
six horses on the land, which is most. beau- 
tifully situated, and very rich. We have 
also two vineyards, one of sixteen acres, the 
other containing fourteen thousand eight. | 
hundred vines. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 


FESTIVAL AT SING SING. 


Editor San. Com. Bulletin: . 

J am glad to see that you receive, and. 
publish, communications even from vil- 
lages; and as the little rills all contribute 
to swell the volume of our noble Hudson, 
as it pours into the great Atlantic, so do 
the contributions from hamlet and village 
aid in the great work done by the Wo- 
man’s Central Association; may we, loyal 
women of Sing Sing, have a little space to 
tell of our festival? In February last, 
fearfully, and with but little hope of suc- 
cess, one of our directresses suggested a 
Festival, and a meeting of the young ladies 
from each of the village churches was 
called. The enthusiastic manner in which 
they responded to the call banished all . 
fear—‘‘ No such word as fail,” they said, 
and valiantly they sallied forth; loyal men, 
fearful men, half-way patriots, whole cop- 
perheads, no one was passed by, and if 
there was a single man, woman, or child, 
who refused their mite, we don’t know, 
and don’t wan’t to know who they are. 
For two days before the festival, down 
poured the rain, and painfully through 
mud of the thickest kind plowed the 
horses, and yet there were young men and 
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maidens from miles back in the country 
_ working at wet, cold evergreens, that made 
one shiver to look at. The great day 
arrived—long tables were set, and so the 
good things came with a perfect rush. 
Huge turkeys, chickens, hams, tongues, 
rounds of beef garnished with exquisite 
flowers in full bloom, and budding japon- 
icas red and white—‘‘from whose green 
house did they come?’ Why they are 
made of homeliest materials*-turnips and 
beets ! chicken pies, tarts, great milk pans 
full of doughnuts, crullers, jumbles, and 
a dozen different kinds of real home-made 
cakes, biscuits, loaves of home-made bread, 


~pine-apples of golden butter, oysters, ice- 


cream, jellies, blanc mange, tea, coffee, 
fruits—will they never cease coming ? 
Every table is groaning under the weight 
of delicacies. Distracted women, with 
huge, white aprons, rush about, and won- 
der where they will stow the supplies; 


young girls mischievously titter at their 


perplexity, and feel elated at the success of 
their exertions; efficient young men come 
to the help of the matrons, improvising on 
the stage that occupies one end of the 
spacious hall, a store-room. Three o’clock 
comes very early; the young girls, each 
with a white apron tied about the trim 
waist, and the dear colors, the red, white, 
blue on their loyal bosoms, take their 
stands. At the head of the room is a small 
table of fancy work, got up in haste, but 
creditable to the taste and industry of the 
fair fingers. The two large military 
schools are among the first visitors, and 
linger until discipline obliges their exit ; 
they are staunch patrons and loyal boys— 
each boy averaging three suppers, at least; 
he is good for that amount, or more. 
Nearly one hundred well-behaved lads. are 
there, and the feast and the fun goes on— 
until twelve o’clock the ‘cry is still they 
come,” provisions and guests, and the hall 
is crowded to its utmost capacity; the 
wonder grows how the children can eat so 
much, and the managers feel that a sepa- 
rate donation and vote of thanks should 
be sent by the physicians of the village, 
all that week, for cases of surfeit and indi- 
gestion. ‘There will surely be an increased 
practice for them. EHarly the next morn- 
ing, a faithful few appear on the scene of 
action. ‘Lhe evergreens are still beautiful, 
the canary birds ar» singing shrilly, the 
pictures and banners are all right, the 
store-house is full. True, all the bouquets 
are sold, the fancy table is cleared, but 
there are eatables enough to warrant an- 
other evyening’s entertainment. So they 
set to work resolutely, and the débris of 
the feast is cleared away, and by five 
o'clock the tables again are filled, and 
again the crowd pour in. An auction sale 
concludes the evening, and the tired man- 
agers, too tired to count their gains, gladly 
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divide the surplus of meats among the 
poor and needy. In donations and sales 
they had taken in $820! Think of that in 
proportion with Chicago, Albany, and Bos- 
ton; they had done well—a little village, 
destitute of the summer visitors, who 
always give so liberally to fairs and festi- 
vals, the roadsin a fearful state, too. Itwas 
a great success, and most thankfully was it 
felt to be such by the managers, who knew 
of an empty treasury, and the sore need 
of our war-worn and sick soldiers. A com- 
mittee of gentlemen have organized a 
series of lectures in aid of the Sing Sing 
Society, and Mr. Belden, Dr. Fox, and 
George Wm. Curtis, have delivered lec- 
tures to good, and appreciative audiences, 
refusing all compensation for their services. 
Dr. Foster, the loyal and eloquent Me- 
thodist clergyman, closes the course next 
week. Mr. Editor, does not Sing Sing 
deserve a corner in the Bulletin ? 
OSSINNING. 


PATRIOTIC UNITY—HOW IT IS TO BE 
FOSTERED. 

All true friends of their country, desire 
to see, at this moment above all, united de- 
votion to her cause—and they rejoice at 
every effort to avert discord. For this 
reason many readers were glad to see this 


extract repeated in your editorial column: 


We believe the great body of the Demo- 
crats of the North are at heart loyal; tens 
of thousands of them are in the field to-day 
—Heaven shield them!—we are proud to 
name such men, and to be defended by them 
in this trial hour.—Democrat, April 4th. 

It was as just as it was generous. Thought- 
ful men prizeand applaud such utterances, 
for they know our country needs them now. 
In the same spirit and to the same end, is 
your vindication of the motives and aims of 
the friends, promoters, and managers of 
the great Sanitary Fairs. And it was this 
that prompted me to take up my pen this 
morning, and that has led me to ask the 
insertion of this article: 

Let me quote you here again 

‘“‘When we think of the earnestness, the 
Christian benevolence, the self-sacrificing 
devotion, with which the kind-hearted la- 
dies of our city engaged in the Sanitary 
Fair; when we think of the generosity with 
which the good and pure-minded, without . 
distinction of party or sect, contributed to 
its. success; when we recall the emotions of 
pleasure with which the proceeds were for- 
warded to the relief of the prostrate sick 
and wounded soidiers in our hospitals, the 
heart is filled with gratitude to the kind 
Author of our existence for having created 
us with benevolent hearts and generous im- 
pulses. 

““We regard the munificent contributions 
for the relief of the suffering heroes of the 
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battle-field, as one of the most praiseworthy 
exhibitions of the kind-heartedness of this 
noble people. Of their unspeakable bene- 
fit to the soldiers, no one will doubt. In 
short, we have heard a most intelligent 
army surgeon, high in position, remark, 
that without the aid of the Sanitary Com- 
mission the sick and wounded could not be 
treated with common humanity. ‘‘In fact,” 
said he, ‘‘ I doubt whether we should carry 
on the war without it!” 

The Sanitary Commission, Mr. Hditor, 
has been singularly fortunate in escaping 
insinuations of sinister design and selfish 
purpose, which any unusual efforts of hu- 
man zeal are pretty sure to draw from 
those who have no faith in lofty motives. 
I have heard them, in whispers, here and 
there. But the first and only formal em- 
bodiment of them which has met my eyes, 
is in the malignant extract which drew 
forth your remarks—started in some New 
Hampshire paper. May I ask you to re- 
print it here, as a specimen ‘‘to send to 
the Fair,” and to elucidate my argument. 

‘* By the way, we notice that these great 
so-called Sanitary Fairs, purporting to be 
for the purpose of procuring aid and com- 
fort for the sick and wounded soldiers, are 
having an extensive run through the coun- 
try. The alleged object may be a good one, 
but in looking over the names of the mana- 
gers in every instance, we are led to believe 
that the whole thing is a political trick, 
very much like the Kansas Aid Societies of 
1855-56, to raise funds for the Abolitionists 
to carry the Presidential election. These 
managers are leading Administration men, 
with a liberal sprinkling of those political 
nondescripis called, for the want of a bet- 
ter hame, ‘ War Democrats.’ ”’ 

The author of this ungenerous calumny 
has doubtless long ago been answered by 
New Hampshire women. For they have 
been among the foremost in personal inter- 
est and work, and furnishing supplies to the 
distributing hand of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion. 

Tremember well the comfort that was 
given at one of the Commission’s depots, 
during the rain and mud, on the dark and 
memorable night of re-crossing the Rappa- 
hannock from Chancellorville, as I dealt 
out a box of New Hampshire supplies, and 
read aloud the greetings from those who 
sent them, which [found enclosed in some of 
the New Hampshire ‘‘ feetings.”” And they 
were New York soldiers who regeived them, 
as ib happened; and I was a New Yorker, 
dealing them out. I felt towards New 
Hampshire then, a3 a part of our common 
country, as nothing else could have made 
me feel. And I ‘‘teok to” the Sanitary 
Commission, as being (over and above ils 
immediate utility as a healer to the bodies 
of the soldiers,) a great institution for a 
moral end; for fostering a national spirit. 





No agency has been so promotive of a pure 
patriotic spirit in this war; of a national 
patriotism; of loyal sympathy with Govern- 
ment, irrespective of political affinities; and 
of enthusiastic tmterest in our armies, as 
contending for the nation’s life. It accepted 
war, and armies io the field, as a fact. It 
took up the saving of life and health in the 
armies of the nation a3 a duty. It rejoiced 
in being the ministering servant of the 
homes of our soldiers, in carrying to them 
the. solaces of home. , 

It eschewe‘ all differences and questions 
of opinion in politics and religion, and sup- 
pressed their manifestations, to the utmost 
of its power, as I know, in its counsels and 
among its agents. 

Democrats, Republicans, Radicals—yes, . 
and Copperheads, Roman Catholics and 
Presbyterians; Unitarians, Methodists, 
Episcopalians, Baptists—men and women 
of all varieties of creed and opinion, have 
met, and consulted, and labored, and 
given together, and hence learned to res- 
pect and esteem each other, and to 
draw nearer to each other; lowering the 
fence of separation, and mollifying the 
harshnesses of antagonism, on this. broad 
platform of national patriotism and hu- 
mane sympathy. And very many of them 
have learned to prize the privilege as 


-providential, and as a compensation to be 
made much of, amid all the alienation, and 


grief, and havec, which war inevitably 
rings along with if. ; 
You will not wonder, then, that the wri- 
ter should sympathize in your endeavor to 
repe! insinuations of unworthy aim, from 
this graat agency for promoting and foster- 
ing patriotic unity. Yours, 
J. V. 


—Rochester Democrat. ; 


NOTES ON NURSING. 
TAKING FOOD. 


Every careful observer of the sick will agree 
in this, that thousands of patients are annually 
starved in the midst of plenty, from want of 
attention to the ways which alone make it pos- 
sible for them to take food. This want of at- 
tention is as remarkable in those who urge upon 
the sick to do what is quite impossible to them, 
as in the sick themselves, who will not make the 
effort to do what is perfectly possible to them. 

For instance, to the large majority of very 
weak patients it is quite impossible to take any - 
solid food before 11 a. m, nor then, if their 
strength is still further exhausted by fasting till 
that hour. For weak patients have generally 
feverish nights and, in the morning, dry mouths; 
and, if they could eat with those dry mouths, 
it would be the worse for them. “A spoonful of 
beef-tea, of arrowroot and wine, of egg flip, 
every hour, will give them the requisite nourish- 
ment, and prevent them from being too much 
exhausted to take at a later hour the solid food, 
which is necessary for their recovery. And 
every patient who can swallow at all can swallow 
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these liquid things, if he chooses. But how 
often do we hear a mutton-chop, an egg, a bit 
of bacon, ordered to a patient for breakfast, to 


whom (as a moment’s consideration would show 
us) it must be quite impossible to masticate such 


things at that hour. 
Again, a nurse is ordered to give a patient 


a tea-cup full of some article of food every 


three hours. The patient’s stomach rejects it. 
If so, try a table-spoon full every hour; if this 
will not do, a tea-spoon full every quarter of an 
hour. 

Iam bound to say, that I think more patients 
are lost, by want of care and ingenuity-in these 
momentous minutix, in-private nursing than in 
public hospitals. And I think there is more of 
the entente cordiale to assist one another’s hands 
between the doctor and his head nurse in the 
latter institutions, than between the doctor and 
the patient’s friends in the private house. 

If we did but know the consequences which 
may ensue, in very weak patients, from. ten 


- minutes’ fasting or repletion, (I call it repletion 


strength that, 


when they are obliged to let too small an inter- 


_val elapse between taking food and some other 


exertion, owing to the nurse’s unpunctuality,) 
we should be more careful never to let this oc- 


cur. In very weak patients there isoften a 


nervous difficulty of swallowing, which is so 
much increased by any other call upon their 
unless they have their food 
punctually at the minute, which minute again 
must be arranged so as to fall in with no other 
minute’s occupation, they can take nothing till 
the next respite occurs—so that an unpunc- 
tuality or delay of ten minutes, may very well 
turn out to be one of two or three hours. And 
why is it not as easy to be punctual to a minute? 
Life often literally hangs upon these minutes. 


'_ In acute cases, where life or death is to be 


determined in afew hours, these matters are 


_ very generally attended to. especially in Hos- 


pitals; and the number of cases is large where 
the patient is, as it were, brought back to life 
by exceeding care on the part of the Doctor or 
Nurse, or both, in ordering and giving nourish- 
ment with minute selection and punctuality. 

But in chronic cases, lasting over months 


_ and years, where the fatal issue is often deter- 


mined at last by mere protracted starvation, I had 
rather not enumerate the instances which I 
have ‘known where a little ingenuity, and a 
great deal of perseverance, might, in-all prob- 
ability, have averted the result. The consult- 


_ ing the hours, when the patient can take food; 


the observation of the times, often varying, 
when he is most faint; the altering seasons of 
taking food, in order to anticipate and prevent 
such times—all this, which requires observa- 
tion, ingenuity, and perseverance, (and these 
really constitute the good nurse,) might save 
more lives than we wot of. 

To leave the patient’s untasted food by his 
side, from meal to meal, in hopes that he will 
eat it in ‘he interval, is simply to prevent him 
from taking any food at all. I have known 
patients literally incapacitated from taking one 


_ article of food after another, by this piece of ig- 


norance, Let the food come at the right time, 
and be taken away, eaten or uneaten, at the 
right time; but never let a patient have ‘‘ some- 
thing always standing” by him, if you don’t 


Wish to disgust him of everything. 
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On the other hand, I have known a patient’s 
life saved (he was sinking for want of food) by 
the simple question, put to him by the doctor, 
‘‘But is there no hour when you feel you could 
eat?” ‘‘QOh, yes,” he said, ‘‘ I could always take 
something at —o’clock and — o'clock.” The 
thing was tried and succeeded. Patients very 
seldom, however, can tell this; it is for you to 
watch and find it out. 

A patient should, if possible, not see or smell 
either the food of others, or a greater amount of 
food than he himself can consume at one time, 
or even hear food talked about, or see it in the 
raw state. I know of no exception to the above 
rule. The breaking ofit always induces a great- 
er or less incapacity of taking food. | 
In hospital wards itis of course impossible 
to observe all this; and in single wards, where a 
patient must be continuously and closely watch- 
ed, itis frequently impossible to relieve the at- 
tendant, so that his or her own meals can be 
taken out ofthe ward. Butitis not the less true 
that,in such cases, even where the patient is not 
himself aware of it, his possibility of taking food 
is limited by seeing the attendant eating meals 
under his observation. In some eases the sick 
are aware of it, and complain. A case where 
the patient was supposed to be insensible, but 
complained as soon as able to speak, is now 
present to my recollection. 

Remember, however, that the extreme punc- 
tuality in well-ordered hospitals, the rule that 
nothing shall be done in the ward while the pa- 
tients are having their meals, go far to counter- 
balance what unavoidable evil there is in hav- 
ing patients together. I have often seen the 
private nurse go on dusting or fidgeting about 
in a sick room, all the while the patient is eat- 
ing,or trying to eat. 

That the more alone an invalid can be when 
taking food, the better, is unquestionable; and, 
even if he must be fed, the nurse should not al- 
low him to talk, or talk to him, especially about 
food, while eating. 

When a person is compelled, by the pressure 
of occupation, to continue Hfis business while 
sick, it ought to be a rule, WITHOUT ANY EXCEPTION 
WHATEVER, that no one shall bring business to 
him or talk to him while he is taking food, nor 
go on talking to him on interesting subjects up 
to the last moment before his meals, nor make 
an engagement with him immediately after, so 
that there be any hurry of mind while taking 
them. 

Upon the observance of these rules, espec- 
ially the first, often depends the patient’s capa- 
bility of taking food at all, or, if he is amiable, 
and forces himself to take food, of deriving any 
nourishment from it. 

A nurse should thever put before a patient 
milk that is sour, meat or soup that is turned, 
an egg that is bad, or vegetables underdone. 
Yet often I have seen these things brought in 
to the sick in a state perfectly perceptible to 
every nose or eye except the nurse’s, It is here 
the clever nurse appears; she will not bring in 
the peceant article, but, not to disappoint the 
patient, she will whip up something else in afew 
minutes. Remember that sick cookery should 
half do the work of your poor patient’s weak 
digestion. But if you further impair it with 
your bad articles, I know not what is to become 
of him or of it. 
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Ifthe nurse is an intelligent being, and not 
a mere carrier of diets to and from the patient, 
let her exercise her intelligence in these things. 
How often we have known a patient eat noth- 
ing at all in the day, because one meal was left 
untasted, (at that time he was incapable of eat- 
ing,) at another the milk was sour, the third 
was spoiled by some other accident. And it 
never occurred to the nurse to extemporize 
some expedient—it never occurred to her that as 
he had had no solid food that day he might 
eat a bit of toast (say) with his tea in the even- 
ing, or he might have some meal an hour ear- 
ler. A patient who cannot touch his dinner 
at two, will often accept it gladly, if brought to 
him at seven. But somehow nurses never 
‘think of these things.’ One would imagine 


they did not consider themselves bound to exer- . 


cise their judgment; they leave it to the patient. 
Now Iam quite sure that it is better for a pa- 
tient rather to suffer these neglects than to try 
to teach his nurse to nurse him, if she does not 
know how. It ruffles him, and if he is ill heis 
in no condition to teach, especially upon him- 
self. The above remarks apply much more to 
private nursing than to hospitals. 

I would say to. the nurse, have a rule of 
thought about your patient’s diet; consider, re- 
member how much he has had, and how much 
he ought to have to-day. Generally, the only 
rule of the private patient’s diet is what the 
nurse has to give. It is true she cannot give 
him what she has not got, but his stomach does 
not wait for her convenience, or even her ne- 
cessity. Why, because the nurse has not got 
some food to-day which the patient takes, can 
the patient wait four hours for food to-day, who 
could not wait two hours yesterday? Yet this 
is the only logic one generally hears. On the 
other hand, the other logic, viz., of the nurse 
giving a patient a thing because she has got it, 
is equally fatal. If she happens to have fresh 
jelly, or fresh fruit, she will frequently give it 
to the patient half an hour after his dinner, or 
at his dinner, when he cannot possibly eat that 
and the broth too—or worse still, leave it by his 
bedside till he is so sickened with the sight of 
it, that he cannot eat it at all. If it is used to 
having its stimulus at one hour to-day, and to- 
morrow it does not have it, because she has 
failed in getting it, he will suffer. She must be 
always exercising her ingenuity to supply de- 
fects, and to remedy accidents which will hap- 
pen among the best contrivers, but from which 
the patient does not suffer the less, because 
‘they cannot be helped.” 

One very minute caution,—take care not to 
spill into your patient’s saucer, in other words 
take care that the out-side bottom rim of his 


cup shall be quite dry and clean; if,every time: 


he lifts his cup to his lips, he has to carry the 
saucer with it, or élse to drop the liquid upon, 
and to soil his sheet or his bed-gown, or pillow, 
or if he is sitting up, his dress, you have no 
idea what a difference this minute want of care 
on your part makes to his comfort and even to 
his willingness for food.—Miss Nightingale. 


&£a=° We shall publish in our next a number of protests 
from Surgeons of the Army of the Potomac against the 
statement of a correspondent of the Evening Post of April 
ist, that certain Generals deny that the Commission has 
rendered any important service in this army. 
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| PROTECTIVE 
War-Olvaim Association 


STATE OF NEW YORK. -— 
OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, — 


NEW7 STORK. 








President. 7 
Lievt.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT, 


Vice-Presidents. 
Hon. HAMILTON FISH. . 
JOHN J. CISCO, Esa. ; 
ADMIRAL DUPONT. 
RUDOLPH A. WITTHAUDS, Esa, 


Treasurer. 
ROBT. B. MINTURN, Ese. 


Directors. 

Hons. E. D. MORGAN, GEORGE OPDYKE, 
HIRAM BARNEY, JAS. W. BEEKMAN: Rev. 
H. W. BELLOWS, D.D. Mxssrs. JOHN JACOB 
ASTOR, JAMES BROWN, WM. H. ASPINWALL, 
JAS. GALLATIN, HOWARD POTTER, WM. E. 
DODGE, Jr., THEODORE ROOSEVELT, PETER 
COOPER, GEORGE BANOROFT, DANIEL LORD, 
WILSON G. HUNT, ROBT. L. STUART, ALFRED 
PELL. 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Sec’y, 
35 CHAMBERS STREET, New York. 





OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. — 


1st. To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from impeosture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false.claims from being 
made against the Government. ; 

Ath. To give gratuitous advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
lies needing tt. 





THE MERCANTILE MARINE: 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 


No. 35 Wall Srreet, New Work. 


INCORPORATED APRIM, 1842. 
Assets over $1,400,000. 











MARINE and Inland Transportation risks on Vessels. 
Freight and Merchandise insured on the most favorable 
terms. 

Policies are issued, loss, if any, payable in Gold, or at 
the office of RATHBONE, BROTHERS & CO., Liverpool, if 
desired. 

Parties effecting insurance at this office may participate 
in the scrip dividend of profits, or receive an equivalent 
cash discount, at their own option. 

The risk of war covered at the lowest current rates. 


ELLWOOD WALTER, Pres’t. 
CHAS. NEWCOMB, Vice-Pres’t. 
O. J. Desparp, Secretary. 
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THE U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
dune, 1861, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. 5. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi- 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shiras, U. S. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen’l U.S. A. 

Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 

Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I. 
. Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, I. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 

Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 

Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

_ J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stillé. es os 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Tl. 


OFFICERS: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 

. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 
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STANDING COMMITTEE. 
Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 


George T. Strong. ‘ 


William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
C. R. Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrangements 
for supplying information gratuitously, with regard to 
patients in all the United States General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England States, East- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
“‘ Office of Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address ‘‘ Office of 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia.’’ 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address ‘Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky.’’ 


In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
was when last heardfrom. If the application is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail; if in person, 
it will be answered at once; or if by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
expense. 


kas Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
Others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually than by frequently and w.dely disseminating 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army. 


om 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special author- 
ity of the President of the United States, maintains 


-an extensive system of agencies for securing the 


safe conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put 
in its charge for the sick and wounded at points 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
equal care and generosity at all points—at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at. 
Chattanooga—its distributions being governed by a 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
societies, and all disposed to aid the sick’ and 
wounded, without reference to States or localities, 
but simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their offerings: 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. | \ 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 © 
Bank Street, Cleveland, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 

ison Street, Chicago, Il. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
anv’s Block, Buffalo, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penn. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. t 

ee Commission, Branch Depot, Columbus, 
Ohio. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Commission receives no pecuniary aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the public for 
the means of sustaining its operations. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 
68 Wail Street, N. Y. 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


General Superintendent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Washing- 
ton, D. C. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. 

Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Soldier’s Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Boston. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between 13th and l4th Streets. 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station. 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D. C. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio—Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill.—C. N. Shipman, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, Sup’t. 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.—L. Crane, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio , Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio—Clark Warren, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.—C. W. 
Christy, Sup’t and Relief Agent. . 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, Sup’t. 





AGENCY FOR PENSIONS. 
William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washington, D. 0 


HOSPITAL CARS. 

Between Washington and New York—Sol. Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon in charge. 

Between New York and Beston, via Springfield. 

Between Louisville and Murfreesboro’—Dr. J. P. Bar 
num, Surgeon in charge. 


SANITARY STEAMER, 
Cumberland River— New Dunleith, 
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OFFICE OF THE 


Columbian (% Marine) ie nuance 








CORNER OF WALL AND Nassau STREETS. 


CASH CAPITAL, - - - Gi, 000, 000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending Daeie. ol, 1863, 


Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 1864... 2... . cc) pee $3,140,930 80 
Total Amount of Premiums... 600 )/P0 0) Js en te ee yp) 98, 959/256-416 
Excess of Earned Premiums over Losses, &c. ......--+--.----: sae eae 1, 137,060-03 
Reserve for Hstimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies.....,. 441,206 49 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Harned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 


OF NOT ae Oe, Aci ra a ott eee mre Ra 269,614 80 
Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on) Harned..Premiums ..).. .) 2 ee eee 15 per cent, 
Dividend for the Y ear to*Stockholters oy, 02 0) 6.4) 26 per cent, 


LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Risis on which the Premium is paid i like Currency. 


DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new — under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 


Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 
PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY rer cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and ee VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 


Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 


DIRECTORS. . 
EDWARD ROWE, M. ¥. MERICK, MOSES MERICK, 
DANIEL W. LORD, WM. B, OGDEN, DAVID J. ELY, 
GEORGE MILN, JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MORRISON, * 
JOHN ATKINSON, B. C. MORRIS, WM. H. POPHAM, 
THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, ANDREW J. RICH, B. C. MORRIS, JR., 
WM. H. HALSEY, DAN’L W. TELLER, EZRA NYE, “ 
THOS. BARRON, JOHN D. BATES, Jr., HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
ROLAND G. MITCHELL, CHARLES HICKOX, THOMAS LORD, 
ALBERT G. LEE, ROBERT BOWNE, ROBERT S. HOLT, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, LAWRENCE MYERS, J. B. GRIFFIN. 
O. L. NIMS, — 8S. N. DERRICK, 
THOS. LORD, Vice-President. B. C. MORRIS, President. 


WM. M. WHITNEY 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 
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PARTICIPATION 


weer tI NAURANCE. 





NORTH AMERICAN 
FIRE INSURANCE COMPANY, 
Of the City of New York, 


OFFICE, No. 114 BROADWAY. 


INCORPORATED 1828. 


GASH CAPITAL, - - - - ~- $500,000 00 
ASSETS, ahi dae touts 604,535 59 


WW CLAIMS FOR LOSSES. 


Abstract of the EIGHTY-THIRD Semi-Annual Statement, shewine the Con- 
7 dition of the Company on the Sist day of December, 1863, 


ry HT 3. 


Loans on Bond and Mortgage, being first lien on Real Estate, worth over 


Fifty per cent. above the amount loaned ....... SEA A a RE $157,360 00 
Stocks, Bonds, and other Securities owned by the Company, market value.. 364,385 00 
TS TES rr a SVS CEN SHE Nc 6,603 11 
POPU WATICGUAteTAL | oi. 5... 64s occ ee odin ccc ccee suleceeccce 46,000 00 
Premiums due and outstanding. .............. ERE SAUTE A's. Sitdrva Yana 6 ree. 9,384 00 
Cash in Agents’ hands in course of transmission, (business of December 

Eeeraec enya nar ea UY POY INIOU Ea ay. Ce an Mie ait a 10,220 39 
Pemarerraareavermecuriticns 25s SIP Tee RS oe os 13,788 838 
Other Property of Company............. Seth leet in BCA 2 ea 193 15 





$604,535 59 
Losses unpaid, none. 


Insures Property against Loss by Fire at usual rates, at the Office of the Company, or 
through their Agents in the principal Cities and Villages of the United States; adjusting 
and paying Claims with the liberality and promptness that has characterized their busi- 
ness during the past orty-one Years. 

The Customers receive Three-Fourths of the Net Profits of the business each year, 
without incurring any liability whatever. 


R. W. BLEECKER, Sec’y. JAMES W. OTIS, Pres’t. 
R. F. MASON, Superintendent of Agencies. 
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(FROM JURIES 3 AND 4) 
AT THE 


NATIONAL EXHIBITION, 





Being Sole Awards gained by anything of the kind. It also received Superlative Report of 
«EXCEEDING EXCELLENT FOR FOOD.” 


MAIZENA, 


At the GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION at HAMBURG, July, 1863, sips eo 
the highest Prize Medal for its great delicacy as an article of food. 


MAIZENA, 


At the FAIR of the NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, at Utica, N. Y,, ° 
September, 1863, received both Drrroma and Mepat. 


MAIZENA, 


AT THE 
Pennsylvania State Fair at N orristown, 


Ocr. 3, 1863, toox Goup MeEpat.: ) 

“ MAIZENA” has also taken the first premium at the Amertoan InstrrutTr, New Yk 
City; Nuw Jursny Srars Farr at Trenton, and at other places—in every instance where 
it has been exhibited. 

‘“* MAIZENA” has never failed to receive the highest award when placed in competi- 
tion with Corn Starch and all articles of like character, after a thorough Microscopical 
and Analytical Examination of disinterested judges. It therefore stands commended to 
the public as the best article of its kind in the world without any comments of the manu- 


facturer. . 
MAIZENA, 


For Puddings, Cakes, Custards, Blanc Mange, &c., without isinglass, with few or no eggs, 
at a cost astonishing the most economical. Itis also excellent for thickening sweet sauces, 
grayies for fish and meat, soups, &c. For Ice Cream, nothing can compare with it. A ~ 
little boiled in milk will produce rich cream for Coffee, Chocolate, Tea, &e. 

Put up in one pound packages, under the trade maark ‘‘Maizena,” with directions 
for use. 

A most delicious article of food for children and invalids of all ages. For sale by 
Grocers and Druggists everywhere. 


WHOLESALE DEPOT, 166 FULTON STREET. 
WM. DURYEA. General Agent. 
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THE SANITARY COMMISSION BULLETIN is published 
on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as it 
has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 
copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Ed- 
ior, at the office, 823 Broadway, and must be au- 
thenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 


As the continuance of the publication of the But- 
LETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, 
and on the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission—the Standing Committee feels a certain de- 
gree of reluctance to solicit subscriptions for iti—and 
thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a 
definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of 
their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give 
notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strone, 68 Wall Street, or No. 
823 Broadway, New York,) will secure its being sent 


_ to such contributor during the remainder of the cur- 


rent year, unless its publication be sooner discon- 
tinued, 


Vou. I.—No. 14. 27 


tary Fairs to the charity and patriotism of 
the people, they have thus far resulted in loss 
rather than in gain to the Sanitary Com- 
mission. So far from assuring its future, 
they have placed it in some peril. Instead 
of filling the treasury to overflowing, as 
many people imagine, they bid fair at this 
moment to be instrumental in bringing our 
funds down, during the coming summer, to 
a lower point than they have ever reached 
before. 


This is in a great measure due to the ex- 
aggerated estimate of their returns, which 
the public hasformed. The Fairs have been 
attended, and naturally so, with a great 
deal of enthusiasm, and have been got- up 
and conducted by great exertions on the 
part both of managers and contributors. 
They have been, perhaps, the most remark- 
able exhibitions of benevolence ever wit- 
nessed, and have produced a profound im- 
pression on the public mind, and they have 
brought us ina large sum of money. We 
have received from all of them, so far, 
$429,000; we expect to receive from the New 
York Fair over $1,000,000—in all, about 
$1,400,000. Now this, in «addition to what 
we have been receiving hitherto, would 
have not only placed. our existing opera~ 
tions on a firm basis during the coming 
year, but would have enabled us to. extend 
them considerably, which there is great 
need of our doing. Our receipts in sup- 
plies last year amounted to $2,000,000; at 
the rate at which they have been coming in 
during the last four months, they will not 
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this year, amount to more than $1,000,000; 
in other words, they have’ fallen off exactly 
one-half. This leaves the value of our re- 
ceipts, including those derived from the 
Fairs, nominally, what it was in 1863, but 
in reality much lower. The million dol- 
lars worth of supplies which we received 
last year, we have this year to purchase our- 
selves, at prices which are certainly twenty- 
five per cent. higher than they were twelve 
months ago, so that instead of being so 
rich that we do not know what to do with 
our money, we are suffering from the Fairs 
a deduction from our previous income of at 
least $250,000. 

This is a result we need hardly say, 
which was not foreseen when the Fairs were 
started. If the public now cease to sup- 
port us as before, it would have been vastly 
better for the soldiers that not one of them 
had ever been held. And unless the people 
resume their contributions of supplies, and 
leave us the proceeds of the Fairsas a clear 
addition to our income, we shall have to 
curtail our oper yo instead of extending 
them. 

There is a good aaa of pains taken in 
many quarters by persons who have never 
given the matter five minutes’ examination, 
to spread this misapprehension as to the 
extent of our resources. It is constantly 
stated in public and private, that we have 
more money than we need, and that not 
only ought there be no more contributions 
made to us, but a portion of those which 
we have actually received ought to be de- 
voted to the establishment of an asylum for 
invalid soldiers. There is nothing that we 
desire more than to be able to provide an 
institution of this kind. The subject has 
been long under consideration, and we are 
ready to take up work the moment we find 
we have something to spare after meeting 
the necessities of the battle-field. But we 
doubt if anybody will assert that the man 
who is lying mangled on the field, or in the 
hospital, has not the first and strongest 
claim on our assistance. As long as bat- 
tles are occurring or likely to occur, such 
as the recent ones in Virginia, lasting twice 
as long and disabling twice as many men 
as anybody expected, and leaving miles of 
country covered with dead and dying, we 
certainly cannot take upon ourselves, and 


the public will not expect us to do so, to 
withhold from one sick or wounded man, 
on any pretence whatever, any assistance 
which he needsand which it is in our power 
to render. 
ing him of his wound, or his fever; our next, 
to assist in taking care of him afterwards. 
At present, we are only equal to the dis- 


Our first duty is to assist in cur- - 


charge of one of them; it remains with the - 


public to say whether we are to discharge 
both. 

We do not doubt that much of the fall- 
ing off in the contributions of goods, is due 
to the exhaustion of household stores and 
the enormous rise in the price of nearly 
every article of general consumption. To 
the mass of people throughout the country 
it is undoubtedly harder to give now than 
it was two years ago. All we can say on 


this point is, that an increase of sacrifice 
and privation is the inevitable consequence. 


of the prolongation of the war. The longer 
it lasts, the more we must all suffer, the 
citizen at home as well as the soldier in the 
field. ‘We shall have every week a greater 
number of wounded and disabled men on our 
hands, whom it is our duty to take care of, 


and it is a duty which we cannot and. 


ought not toshirk, It, no doubt, every day 


costs more to do it, but itis none the less 


sacred and imperative for all that. 
people must make up their minds. We as 
well as the army in the field, have enlisted 
for the war, be it long or short. 

We are glad to say the indications now. 
are that it will be very short. There is 


every reason to believe that the coming - 
summer will put an end to all fighting on 


a great scale. If the military operations 
continue as they have begun, it is all but 
certain that we shall see them reduced by 
next November to mere police duty 
against guerrillas, leaving the Medical De- 


To this, 


partment abundantly able to meet all de-— 


mands on it, whether ordinary or extraor- 
dinary. During the interval between now 
and then, however, the Sanitary Commis- 
sion will need, and earnestly requests from 
the public the same amount and the same 
kind of support which it has hitherto re- 


ceived. In other words, the Fairs have 


not rendered the regular collection and 
transmission of clothing, vegetables, stim- 
ulants, delicacies, linen, lint, and, in fact, 


a 
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of every article that sick or wounded men 


can need, one whit less necessary than 
ever. 


The General Secretary of the Sanitary 
Commission has addressed the following 
letter to the Boston Journal, in correction 
of some recent statements of that paper; 
giving also an interesting account of the 
general results of the fairs lately held for 
the benefit of the Sanitary Commission: 


U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION, 823 B’way, 
New Yors, April 29, 1864. 


To the Editor of the Boston Journal: ~ 


In the Journal of the 27th-inst. is an 
article, headed ‘‘ The Sanitary and Chris- 
tian Commissions,” in which you remark, 
after a well-deserved commendation of the 
Christian Commission and its peculiar 
work, that the ‘‘ Sanitary Commission has 
now more funds than it can judiciously 
spend, if the war continues a year longer; 
that its storehouses are filled with goods, 
and its treasury is overflowing.” This 
statement is very erroneous, and of a char- 
acter to injure the cause of the United 
States Sanitary Commission. The store- 
houses of the Commission are not “filled 
with goods.” The series of fairs has ar- 
rested the flow of sanitary stores to such 
an extent, that the receipts at the store- 


houses of the Commission have for some’ 
- months past been at least jifty per cent. less 


than for a corresponding period of 1863. 
Previously to the’series of fairs lately held, 
the Sanitary Commission received about 


six dollars’ worth of stores to every dollar © 


in?’money, and could barely meet the urgent 
demands for supplies in the field and hos- 


‘pitals, by economizing its expenditures, 


and by very large purchases of such articles 
as condensed milk, condensed coffee, stim- 
ulants, anti-scorbutics, bed clothing and 
hospital clothing. 

The Sanitary Commission has not re- 


ceived into its treasury all the funds raised. 


by the fairs; more than half has gone ‘into 
the treasuries of branch associations, and 
been expended in the purchase of supple- 
mentary stores. If the Sanitary Commis- 
sion had received all the money raised by 
the various fairs, it still would be straitened 
in its means by the great falling off in the 
supply of supplementary stores. As the 
flow of supplies into the storehouses has 
fallen off more than fifty per cent., while 
the demands upon the Commission have 
everywhere increased, you can readily un- 
derstand that the necessity of purchasing 
out of the funds of the Commission, at the 


present high prices of every thing, not only 


prevents any thing like an ‘‘ overflowing” 
treasury, but threatens a rapid exhaustion. 
Lhe Sanitary Commission has now existed 
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nearly three years, and attained a large 
measure of the confidence of the public 
and of the national forces. Its operations 
reach every column of the army, and meet 
a corresponding dependence on the part of 
the soldiers. If the people are persuaded 
that the Sanitary Commission has grown 
rich, and therefore in need of nothing, in 
less than two months the storehouses of 
the Commission will be empty and its 
treasury exhausted, in the vain attempt to 
eke out the funds raised by the fairs in the 
purchase of the supplies of flannel under- 
clothing, dried fruits, blankets, stimulants, 
&e., &e. 

The people all over the country must be 
stimulated to continue their contributions 
of stores, or else the victims of the fearful 
campaigns now pending will fail to receive 
the full measure of succor and comfort that 
they have heretofore received from. the 
homes of the land, through the agency of 
the United States Sanitary Commission. 
Let the Christian Commission be sustained 
in its glorious work, but let it not be by 
any diversion of either stores or money for 
such a purpose from the channels of the 
United States Sanitary Commission. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. FostER JENKINS, 
Gen. Sec. of the U. S. Sanitary Com’n. 





THE WORK OF THE COMMISSION IN 
PREVENTING DISEASE. 

As the sickly season in the regions occu- 
pied by our armies is again approaching, and 
large numbers of raw troops are going into 
camp, we deem it well to callattention to the 
preventive department of our work—that 
of ‘‘inspection,” which, in the excitement 
caused by the sufferings of those who have 
fallen in action, is apt to be overlooked, 
and yet the gaps made in our ranks by dis- 
ease are far greater than those caused by 
even bullets or bayonets. 

A large portion of the national army is in 
a section of country notorious for the pro- 
duction of malaria, an enemy more insidious 
and more dangerous than all the physical 
forces that the rebels can bring to bear 
against the loyal troops. The records of the 
human race are filled with instances which 
prove the truth of which we speak. The 
rapid and overwhelming disaster to the 
forces of Sennacharib is familiar to readers 
of history, but it was scarcely more rapid or 
more crushing than the malarious destruc- 
tion of the French army in 1528, which, 
while preparing to besiege the forts pro- 
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tecting Baise, was almost totally destroyed 
by disease. Of 28,000, but 4,000 remained 
alive, and they were helpless. 

In Wellington’s Peninsular Campaigns, 
from January, 1811, to 1814, the battle of 
Albuera, (one of the most desperate and 
bloody of the Peninsular War,) Salamanca, 
Vittoria, the Pyrenees; Nivelle, Nive, Or- 
thes, and Toulouse, were fought, and Bad- 
ajos, Ciudad Rodrigo and San Sebastian 
were stormed, besides many skirmishes not 
included in the list of battles, the entire 
loss in battles was 2,550, while that from 
sickness was 7,257. 

The average annual loss of the whole 
British: Army during the Peninsular War 
was one hundred and sixty-five men out of 
every thousand. Of these, one hundred 
and thirteen died by disease or accident. 

From 1803 to 1812, the average annual 
death-rate of the whole British Army 
‘‘abroad” was 80 per 1,000—71 by disease, 
and 9 by wounds in action. In the war 
with Burmah, the loss by military forces 
was thirty-five per thousand, and from sick- 
ness the loss was four hundred and fifty 
per thousand. 

In July, Aug. and Sept., 1854, the British 
Army in the Crimea lost at the rate of two 
hundred and ninety-three men out of every 
thousand per annum, Ninety-six per cent. 
of this loss was from disease. During the 
next three months, October, November and 
December, 1854, their loss was at the annual 
rate of five hundred and eleven out of every 
thousand—seven-eighths of which loss was 
by disease. In January, 1855, it was at 
the rate of 1,174 per 1,000 per annum—97 
per cent. of this loss being due to disease. 
During the first three months of that year 
it was at the annual rate of 912 per 1,000— 
and ninety-eight per cent. of the loss was 
due to disease. 

While the armies were encamped in the 
valley of Varna, ‘‘in the midst of large shal- 
low lakes, surrounded by level, spongy 
lands, indented with little hollows, dried 
and cracked by the recession and evapora- 
tion of the winter floods—low brushwood, 
rank in vegetation, bounding uplands, a 
deficiency of potable water, with a high 

temperature, we have all the elements of a 
devastating sickness. In the high temper- 
ature of the day, heavy masses of steam 


spread themselves over the camps, and at 
night heavy, chilling dews invaded every 


part of the camp, and carried poison to — 


every sleeper. The tents were thin and 


permeable, the rations execrable, and no 


protecting care was exercised.”” A medical 
philosopher, with these facts before him, 
knows the result already. The French and 
Turks suffered terribly. Macleod says the 
hospitals recalled the horrors of Boccaccio. 
Half of the army of Espinasse, in the Dob- 
rutcha, disappeared as by a. whirlwind, and 
the panic among the survivors was beyond 
description. Cholera, intermittent and re- 
mittent fever, typhus, and dysentery took 
possession of the camps-—-the encampment 
was broken up, and the army fled precipi- 
tately from the scene of the disaster—but 
the enemy retained possession of the men, 


and the horrors of Varna continued to fol- 


low them. The survivors continued for 
years to feel the dreadful visitation of the 
Dobrutcha, and those who seemed to have 
passed unscathed, showed in subsequent 
wounds that the seeds of the poison of the 
camp had been merely latent. Among the 
English, there were in three months 897 


deaths from cholera, and 75 from dysen- 


tery and diarrhea. Dr. Aitkin says: ‘‘My 
estimates lead with still greater foree to the 
conclusion, that the amount of sickness at 
Varna was greater than that of the French 
army in Spain, and nearly as great asethe 
army of Portugal while engaged in very 
active campaigns, and this, too, though not 
a soldier,on Lord Raglan’s army had fired a 


shot.”” From October, 1854, to April, 1855, 


the army of 23,775 men, lost 9,248 by sick- 


ness, and 608 by wounds, In the last six 
months of the Crimean campaign, including 
the final assaults which carried Sebastopol, 
the French had 21,957 men wounded, and 
101,128 cases of sickness. 

Now, the great mass of this sickness was 


avoidable, and should have been prevented. — 


In the Italian campaigns, Napoleon guarded 
his troops against the disasters connected 
with localities. He never encamped his 
armies in the neighborhood of malarial 
sources when he could avoid it, and when 
compelled to make such an encampment, 
he always built fires at night between his 
army and the sources of this poison. 
earnestly wish that we could engrave in 


a 


We . 
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vivid letters upon the memories of those 
who have the management of the American 
camps the following truths of Sir Baltingall. 
He says: ‘‘ The experience of all ages has 
proved that the neighborhood of marshes, 
grounds subject to overflow by large rivers, 
surrounded by foul stagnating water, or 
low places covered with wood, are most in- 
jurious to health, and the noxious effluvia 
arising from these situations are augmented 
can proportion to the heat of the climate or 
the season of the year.” 
Tn all perils of this kind, the camp should 
be pitched so that the evening wind will 


blow the marsh air in an opposite direction — 


from the camp. When this cannot be done, 
fires should be burned all night between 
the sources of the malaria and the camp. 
Malaria never acts in daytime nor at night 
upon a wakeful person in motion. Senti- 
nels may walk in safety where a sleeping 
army may be almost destroyed. No garbage 


should be permitted about camps. Let it | 


be buried or thrown into running water. 
It should not be burned in camp. 

As the sun climbs the ecliptic, he scatters 
the seeds of sickness northward. Rio Ja- 
neiro, Pernambuco, Cuba, Tampico, Vera 
Cruz, New Orleans, Vicksburg, and places 

. farther northward take their turn. The 
cause of pestilence is now incubating in 
the regions held by our armies. ‘They can 
and must be protected from the pestilence 
that walks in darkness only to those who 
wilfully shut their eyes.. The men must be 
well fed, for there is a great truth in the 
aphorism, ‘‘ that the first condition of health 
is the good condition of the stomach.”’ M. 
Worms, in his work, ‘‘ Des Maladies de la 
Province de Constantine,” says: ‘‘ Those 
who are well nourished pass through or 
even sojourn with impunity in localities 
where others meet with disease and death. 
In the army, where soldiers and officers are 
exposed to the same morbid influences, the 
average deaths are one in twelve of the 
former to one in fifty-four of the latter. 
The officers, by the proper nourishment 
and the use of fermented liquors, sustain 
the vital energy, which has a tendeicy to 
fall into inertia, and so escape the effects 
of malaria, which makes ravages around 
them. The Commissioners of Inquiry of 
the British Army of Sierra Leone found 
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that the main cause of the fearful mortality 
from diseases of the digestive organs there, 
two-fifths of the cases having proved fatal, 
arose from the use of salt rations, and that 
by the substitution of a fresh meat diet, the 
mortality from these diseases was reduced 
to one-tenth of its former amount. Hali- 
day’s testimony is to the same effect.” 

Up to May 18, 1862, our armies had lost 
at the rate of fifty-three per thousand per 
annum, and only forty-four per cent. of » 
that loss was by disease and accident. 

The last report of the Secretary of War 
states the number of patients in General 
Hospital, June 30, 1863, as 9.1 per cent., 
and in Field Hospital 4.4 per cent. of the 
whole national forces; and that of this ag- 
gregate of 13.5 per cent., 11 were cases of 
sickness, and 2.5 of wounds or other casu- 
alties. This isa most gratifying statement, | 
especially when contrasted with the sick- 
ness rates of foreign armies in the field, and 
of our own during the Mexican war. 

In estimating the value of these figures, 
it must be remembered that the conditions 
under which our soldiers serve have been 
generally unfavorable. Their field of ope- 
rations includes, as we have said, large dis- 
tricts quite as insalubrious as any part of 
Spain, Portugal, or the Crimea. There has 
at all times (and especially during the first 
year of the war) been among them a large 
proportion of half-disciplined recruits and 
of inexperienced officers, while the soldiers 
of Great Britain, in the Peninsula and the 
Crimea, were regulars under high discipline, 
and commanded by professional officers. 
The Commissariat and the Medical Depart- 
ment of the British Army were parts of a 
system long established and matured. In 
May, 1862, ours were newly organized, (for 


_the purposes of this war,) and not yet in 


perfect working order. The Peninsular 
and Crimean Armies had, therefore, ma- 
terial advantages over our own. Yet we 
have lost far fewer men by disease. Even 
on Morris Island, and in the pestilential 
swamps of the lower Mississippi, our loss 
by disease has been smaller than that of any 
army about which we have authentic infor- 
mation. For this’great fact—equivalent to 
the addition of hundreds of millions to our 
national resources—the nation can never be 
sufficiently thankful. No human agency 
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could have insured it. Though the average 
intelligence and culture of our common 
soldiers are beyond those of any army 
ever yet put into the field, and though the 
medical staff and the Sanitary Commission 
have worked diligently in their respective 
spheres, a blessing so great, exceptional, 
and unhoped for can be attributed to none 
but the Highest cause. 

And yet the Commission claims credit 
for having contributed in some degree to 
this happy result, by its system of sanitary 
inspection of camps, posts and hospitals. 

This was the chief object contemplated 
by the Commission when it was created by 
Government. As has already been stated, 
our armies were, during the summer of 
1861, in serious danger of destruction by 
epidemic disease. Modern sanitary science 
was hardly recognized in the ancient regu- 
lations of the medical bureau. Its officers 
could not be expected to go beyond the 
strict line of official duty when that duty 
was more than quadrupled. The first busi- 
ness of the Commission, therefore, was 
to awaken general attention to the sanitary 
interests of the army, and to do what it 
could to improve the sanitary condition of 
camps, quarters, hospitals, and men. 


It sent out medical inspectors forthwith 


to warn inexperienced officers of. the peril 
to which filth, bad ventilation and bad food 
exposed their men and themselves. It 
brought to bear upon Government the in- 
fiuence of the medical profession through- 
out the country, effected the extension and 
invigoration of the medical bureau, and 
secured the express recognition of the pre- 
vention of disease, no less than its cure, 
‘as among the functions of the medical staff. 
Government now employs its own sanitary 
inspectors, and does a cextain portion of 
the preventive work which the Commission 
did during the first year of its existence. 
But the Commission still keeps up an in- 
spectorial corps, auxiliary to that of Goy- 
ernment, for the latter is numerically une- 
qual to its great work, and there are spe- 
cial causes beside that have thus far inter- 
fered with its efficiency. 

Hach inspector on visiting a’ camp or 
post puts himself, in the first place, in 
communication with its military authori- 
ties, and asks their co-operation in his 


-the inspector’s report. 


work. This being secured, he proceeds to 
investigate the condition of the men in 
every particular that bears on their hability 
to disease, and the sufficiency of the reme- 
dial agencies within their reach. He in- 


quires into the quality of their water-sup- — 


ply, food, cooking and clothing—the ven- 
tilation and the cleanliness of their camp 
or quarters—the position of their latrines 
—the provision for the removal and de- 
struction of refuse and offal—the equip- 
ment of their field or post hospital—their 
ambulance service—the competency of 
their medical officers—the salubrity or in- 
salubrity of their camp-site or post—the 


sufficiency of their bedding and blankets, ; 


the character of the diseases that. have pre- 


' vailed among them, and the precautions 


thus indicated. On these points he advises 
the medical and military authorities of the 
corps as a sanitary expert. His inspection 
generally discloses something that can be 
done to promote the health of the com- 
mand. He finds, for instance, that there 
are tendencies to malarious disease that 
call for quinine as a prophylactic, or ten- 


dencies to scurvy, that require supplies of . 


fresh vegetables, or that there is a deficien- 
cy of stimulants, bedding, articles of hos- 
pital diet, or disinfecting material. If the 
want, whatever it is, can be promptly sup- 
plied through the regular official channels, 
he sees that this is done—but if it cannot, 
or if (as is often the case) something is re- 
quired which Government does not under- 
take to supply, he calls on the relief de- 
partment of the Commission, which sup- 
plies it according to its ability. If the offi- 
cer who should obtain it be inexperienced 
in requisitions and supply tables, the in- 


spector is able to assist him. If the defect | 


arise from corruption or incapacity, he re- 
ports the fact. It sometimes happens that 
the health of a camp is endangered by 
want, not of supplies, but of some work 
for which authority cannot at once be ob- 
tained. In this case money is appropriated 
by the standing committee, or, in case of 
emergency, by the associate secretary, on 
The Commission 
has done much work of this class. It has 
improved the ventilation of hospitals, dug 
wells to improve the water-supply of camps, 
built temporary hospitals and quarters, to 
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replace unwholesome and dangerous build- 
ings, furnished and fitted up hospital trans- 
ports, and converted ordinary railroad cars 
into railroad ambulances, with cooking 


apparatus and store-rooms, and litters hun g 


on springs, in which thousands of men with 
fractured limbs have traveled thousands of 
miles without suffering or injury. 

The results of every inspection are noted 
on blanks provided for the purpose, and 
are severally reported. Hach report covers 
about two hundred distinct points affecting 

the sanitary condition and wants of the 
force inspected. More than 2,000 of these 
reports ave been accumulated... They are 
digested and tabulated, as received, by a 
competent actuary. Itis believed that the 
body of military and medical statistics thus 
collected is among the largest and most 
valuable in existence. It can hardly fail 
to furnish conclusions of the utmost im- 
portance to sanitary science. 

The Commission employs other agencies 
also for the prevention of disease. It urges 
measures of sanitary reform on the atten- 
tion of Government. It furnished mate- 
rial for the vaccination of thousands of 
men at a time, now happily past, when the 


_ medical bureauywas unable to supply the 


tenth part of what was needed, and issued 
what it had only after a fortnight’s delay. 
It has thus stayed the ravages of small-pox 
in regiments crowded on board transports, 
after that disease had actually begun to 
spread among their men. | 

It has done much beside to protect our 
soldiers against this peril. During the first 
year of the war, for instance, all cases of 
‘‘ eruptive disease” in one of our most im- 
portant military departments were consign- 
ed indiscriminately to a single hospital, 
from which men were ‘‘ discharged cured ”’ 
of mumps or measles, and rejoined their 
regiments to sicken and die of small-pox 
contracted in this ‘‘ hospital,” so called, 
and to infect and kill their comrades. It 
was through the persevering remonstrance 
and protest of the Commission that this 
murderous abuse was at last corrected. 

The Commission has also circulated 
throughout the army, and especially among 
the medical staff, many hundred thousand 
copies cf its medical documents. This se- 
ries now numbers eighteen publications, 


each devoted to some special point of pre- 
vention or cure. Some of them are ad- 
dressed to the individual soldier, but the 
great majority are for the use of the medi- 
cal staff, and relate to the prevention or 
treatment of the diseases to which camps 
are specially exposed, and to sundry opera- 
tions of military surgery with which it 
cannot be expected that surgeons recently 
appointed from civil life should be gener- 
ally familiar. These monographs have 
been prepared at the request of the Com- 
mission, by some of the most eminent phy- 
sicians and surgeons of the country. Hm- 
bodying, in a condensed form, the latest 
results of science, they have been of great 
use to our army surgeons, who often en- 
counter cases for which their previous 
practice has not specially prepared them, 
and who have neither medical libraries nor 
opportunities for consultation. 

The Commission institutes special inspec- 
tions, also, from time to time, outside of its 
general inspection system. It employs 
medical agents to look into the condition 
of such camps or hospitals as seem to re- 
quire special attention, and to ascertain 
and report the wants of our armies during 
or immediately after a trying campaign. 
Within the past year it has made a thorough 
inspection of all general military hospitals, 
east and west, employing for this purpose 
medical practitioners of the highest profes- 
sional standing. Their recommendations 
of improvement in our hospital system and 


its administration have been submitted to 


the proper authorities. 

The relief agents of the Commission are 
not expressly charged with the office of 
sanitary inspection, but their reports and 
journals, sent in at short intervals, help to 
keep the Commission informed of the con- 
dition of the army, and of the measures re- 
quired to maintain it in health, at every 
point from Annapolis to New Orleans. 

As has been already stated, it is, from the 
nature of the case, impossible accurately to 
estimate how many men have been saved 
from death or disease, and how much effi- 
ciency has been economized for the country 
by this preventive service, for though the 
results of the treatment of disease can be 
more or less accurately recorded, the result 
of measures for its prevention cannot be 
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stated with any kind of certainty. The only 
attainable data are the percentage of disease 
among men to whomsuch preventive meas; 
ures have been applied, and among those 
to whom they have not. Though inferences 
from a comparison of the two are not abso- 
lutely to be relied on, (because we can never 
be quite sure that the conditions of any two 
cases have been precisely the same, ) a com- 
parison of the mortality rates of our army 
with those of the British armies in the Cri- 
mea and during the Peninsular war, which 
we have given above, will, nevertheless, 
throw some light on the question. 

WHAT THE COMMISSION HAS DONE FOR 

GRANT'S ARMY. 

Some account will be found in Dr. Stei- 
ner’s report on another page, of the prepara- 
tions made by the Field Relief Corps of the 
Commission for the movement in Virginia. 
What we have done, and are doing for the 
wounded of Grant’s glorious ‘‘ eight days” 
may be gleaned from the following extracts 
from our reports. Mr. Knapp writes from 
Washington, May 11: 

‘*You were informed by Dr. Caldwell 
yesterday that, at 12 M., we sent to Belle 
Plain the Mary F. Rapley, steam transport, 
with sixty relief agents and seventy-five or 
eighty tons of assorted sanitary stores, the 
vessel having in tow a barge with twenty- 
one horses and five strong wagons. We 
have loaded to-day another barge with six- 
teen horses and four purchased wagons, 
carrying the necessary forage, and to-night, 
or at daylight in the morning, she will go 
down, towed by the tugboat Gov. Curtin, 
also chartered for the purpose. With these 
nine teams the supplies can go on to 
Fredericksburg rapidly, where there is need 
of them, I can assure you, although Govern- 
ment is making every exertion to supply 
the needs, and is constantly showing in- 





creased ability to put in practice what were 


last year regarded as only experiments. 
Thus the Government has prepared, and 
admirably, two large hospital transports, 
and has also arranged for feeding the sick 
on board the other boats which are not 
regular floating hospitals. A relief agent 
of the Sanitary Commission came up last 
night with a large party of the wounded. 
They arrived here at 2 A. M., having left 


| immediately took hold. 


Fredericksburg yesterday. He says our re- 
lief agents who accompanied the army with © 
their wagons and stores, rendered invalu- 


. able service, of which he is writing now a 


brief report, which I will send you to-mor- — 
row. He returns on our tugboat leaving 
to-night or in the morning. | 
‘To-morrow we hope, at Baltimore, to 
hire a boat with which to carry another load 


- of supplies up the James River, where there 


is hard fighting, and likely to be more of 
it, and where, doubtless, the needs must 
be great. That boat, if obtained, will take 
up a quantity of the saurkraut, vegetables, 
pickles, &c., ordered for Norfolk. This will 
save Dr. McDonald the necessity of leaving 
his post with his storeboat. Twenty-five 
relief agents either have started, or will 
start, for Belle Plain this afternoon. We 
shall send some more to-morrow. Our sup- 
plies are thus far’abundant.”’ ) 


Dr. Steiner reports: 


Belle Plain, Va., May 11.—We steamed down 
the Potomac without any occurrence of interest 
until we passed a transport filled with troops, 
bound for Washington, who gave the flag of the 
Commission three hearty cheers. Soon after 
dark we reached our fleet of hospital steam- 
boats and barges, at the wharf of Belle Plain. 
Here I went ashore with Mr. Fay, and saw Med- 
ical Inspector Wilson, to whom I introduced 
myself. He said: ‘You see there is enough 
work to be done here; I need not point it out; 
look around and you will find it.” No sooner 
said than done. Fay’s Auxiliary Relief Corps 
It is divided into five 
divisions. ‘That section under charge of Le 
Barrons supplied the men on the barges with . 
hot coffee, beef tea and crackers, while the 
squad under charge of Mr. Denniston pitched a 
large tent, and made arrangements for getting 
things to rights. Thus they worked until more 


than nine hundred wounded men were sent off ~ 


in one boat, and others prepared to go. These 
labors have been of the most heartrending 
description, though the wounded were handled 
with all possible tenderness. 

We have sent off four wagons to Fredericks- 
burg loaded with sanitary supplies. The neces- 
sities of this post will require me to remain 
here to-day. Dr. Cuyler will be in charge, and — 
is here already; and Wilson will go to Freder- 
icksburg, whither Douglas has already gone. 
Pope goes with the train as storekeeper, and 
Fay will secure a storehouse for him in some 
part of the town. On the whole, the wants of . 
the wounded at this point are so great that help 
is as imperatively demanded, as it must be 
freely given. The army may have started with 
splendid supplies, but such an unprecedented 
series of engagements have never, heretofore, 
been known, ‘and hence, any amount of regular 
supplies would be too small to meet the emer- 
gency. I have heard that our Field Relief 
Corps was working in the neighborhood of 
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Fredericksburg, although a report reaches me 


that Wileox—one of the Second Corps Relief 


Agents was captured with his wagon while 
coming in from the front. I have sent messages 
in all directions for the agents to report here, if 
possible, with their wagons, so as to secure all 


the necessary supplies for our wounded in thé _ 


hospitals. 
here. 


From Mr. Wilcox, in charge of the Field 
Relief Agency, with the Third and Fourth 
Divisions, Second Corps, we get the fol- 
lowing: 


1 presume to-morrow they will be 


Wednesday, May 4,—Aceompanying the 
ambulance trains, under charge of Lieut. Shook, 


_ of the Third Division, Second Army Corps, (a 


part of which had moved the evening previous, ) 
we took up the line of march from our camp 
near Brandy Station, proceeding to Ely’s Ford, 
which point we reached at dark, crossed the 


run, and bivouacked near the river. 


Thursday, May 5.—We continued our march 
toward Chanceliorsville, which point we reach- 
ed at 9 o'clock A. M., and bivouacked. After 
an hour’s rest, the march was resumed in the 
direction of Todd’s Tavern. Upto3P. M., 
nothing indicating the whereabouts of the 
enemy was apparent at the point of the column 
occupied by us; but on arriving at a point with- 
in about three miles north of Todd’s Tavern, 
skirmishing with musketry, and occasional ar- 
tillery shots began to be heard. At this time 
an order was received from Gen. Hancock to 
change route. We then retraced our steps, and 
countermarched about two miles, to a point 
where a road bearing to the right of Todd’s 
Tavern was met, which we took. Marching in 
this direction several miles, we came upon the 
rear of our lines, where the wounded were be- 


_ ing brought in; and a point was here desig- 


nated as the hospital of the Third and Fourth 


. Divisions, where I located my wagons and 


pitched my hospital tent. 

_It was now quite dark, and the fighting had 
been conducted with vigor in our front all day, 
_ continuing until about 9 o’clock. The wounded 
were already numerously strewn through. the 
grove where our hospitals were located, and 
the demands for our sanitary stores became 
frequent and large. The sanitary supplies were 
acknowledged by the surgeons in charge as 
most timely and prompt. Underclothing and 
blankets were the first articles in demand—the 

need for the latter being particularly urgent. 
It may here be properly remarked, that 
.throughout the line of march from camp at 
Brandy Station, a great waste of blankets could 
be noticed. The day was warm, and the soldiers 
wished to enter the battle unincumbered. The 
‘roads were strewn with blankets to an extent 
which warrants the belief that enough were 
thrown away to have amply provided for every 
man who was wounded; whereas, owing to this 
waste, hundreds were obliged to le in the 

night air almost naked, with wounds exposed. 
Friday, May 6.—The battle raged to-day in 
our front with terrific fury, during which our 
forces were obliged to relinquish three succes- 
Sive advantages gained on the previous day. 
The business of dispensing sanitary supplies 
was carried on briskly all day, requiring every 


effort to fill the demands. The wagons attached 
to the First and Second Divisions of our army 
corps, under Mr. Holbrook, were located at a 
short distance from my own, though the de- 
mands upon them not being so great as ou 
mine. At the close of this day my supplies of 
clothing, stimulants, &c., &c., were almost en- 
tirely exhausted. 

Saturday, May 7.—Little fighting took place 
to-day, but the wounded of yesterday still poured 
into our hospitals. My stock of clothing and 
other articles was in a measure renewed by 
supplies from Myr. Holbrook’s wagons. Mr. 
Johnson and Captain Harris spent a portion of 
the day at my depot, and the work progressed 
well. ‘ 

Sunday, May 8.—Broke camp with division 
hospital supply train, and went to Chancellors- 
ville, and subsequently to Fredericksburg, (for 
fresh supplies,) where we bivouacked. On the 
route from Chancellorsville to Fredericksburg, 
we accompanied a train of ambulances and army 
wagons, loaded with wounded soldiers and offi- 
cers. The sufferings of these men cannot in 
any degree be realized. The road—an old 
plank road—was in a wretched condition, and 
the groans and shrieks of the sufferers were 
truly heart-rending. On this march the pres- 
ence of the sanitary supplies were acknowl- 
edged by the poor men to be a godsend, inas- 
much as ours were the only supplies in a train 
of two hundred wagons and ambulances. Crack- 
ers and stimulants, judiciously dispensed, gave 
relief to many suffering soldiers during that 
tedious march of twelve hours. We arrived at 
Fredericksburg at midnight, the head of the 
column having reached that place at noon on 
Sunday, and the work of transferring the wound- 
ed to the houses was commenced. A tedious 
and painful work was this. A former acquaiut- 
ance with the town enabled me to point out the 
most suitable houses for hospital purposes, and 
among these the Planters’ Hotel, containing a 


‘large number of rooms furnished with beds, 


&c. This proved a great advantage as a ready 


means of making many wounded comfortable. 
* * * * * * 


The following letters from Washington 


* explain themselves: 


Mr. KNAPP: 

Dzar Srr—Four boatloads of wounded men 
arrived during the night, viz.: 

Connecticut, 1,300; Key Port, 425; Wanasett, 
300; Daniel Webster, 400. Total, 2,475. 

One-fourth part were severely wounded. 
Three hundred or more were brought ashore 
on stretchers The surgeon of the Connecticut 
says he is deeply indebted to the Sanitary Com- 
mission for their aid and kindness. The sur-, 
geon of the Key Port says: “ He does not know 
what he should have done had it not been for 
the Sanitary Commission, who furnished him 
with stimulants at Belle Plain for the wounded 
he brought up.” 

We gave chocolate this morning to nearly five 
hundred veteran soldiers of the Sixty-seventh 
Regiment, Pennsylvania Volunteers. Theyare 
on their way to the front. 

We have distributed since last night— 

5 barrels of crackers, 
50 gallons of coffee, 
50 gallons of chocolate, 
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150 gallons of lemonade, 
30 gallons of milk punch. 


We have fed the ambulance drivers, at the 
request of Mr. Tucker, Superintendent of the 
Ambulance Corps of Washington. Most of 
these drivers have been on duty, night and day, 
for the last four days, and I have yet to hear 
the first one grumble. 

Mr. Stacy merits much praise for his zeal in 
the work of feeding and looking after the wound- 
ed men here. 

Your obedient servant, 
J. B. ABBort. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., Thursday, May 12. 

Mr. Knapp:again asks me to give you a short 
account of the condition of our work. The 
Rapley sailed again this afteriioon, loaded with 
seventy or eighty tons of stores. Mr. Fairchild 
went with her, in charge of thirty volunteer 
nurses, including Miss Woolsey. 

A barge, with eighteen horses and four large 
wagons, went down yesterday. Offers of as- 
sistance from all the departments are coming in 
all the time. 

I enclose, by Mr. Knapp’s direction, three 
letters, which will give you a good account of 
the work done at the front. 

The wounded that have arrived thus far are 
but slightly injured, and are very well cared for 
on the boat. 

Yours respectfully, 
(Signed, ) G. C. CaLDWELL. 





RELIEF AGENTS ASSIST DURING A RAIL 
ROAD ACCIDENT. 


David 8. Pope, Relief Agent, in his account 
of a trip to Washington with the surplus furni- 
ture, &c., of the Sanitary Station, which was 
broken up at Brandy, on the moving forward of 
the army, says: 

‘About six o’clock next morning, a train 
passed us at almost lightning speed, and then 
came a crash. We looked out of the car, and 
saw the wreck of five or six cars heaped up 
alongside of the track just a few feet beyond us, 
and soldiers crawling out from under the ruins. 
Mr. Marsh, Mr. Dubosq, and myself went up, 
and aided in removing the wounded, six or 
seven of whom were very seriously injured; one 
of them, more than likely, died before he reached 
Alexandria; another will have to suffer amputa- 
tion of his leg, which was fearfully crushed. 

“ We were the fortunate instruments of allevi- 
- ating their sufferings to a great extent. Although 
a surgeon was present, he was unable to do 
much, his stores and instruments having passed, 
his regiment being on the move. With our 
stimulants, mattresses, cots and blankets, we 
made the poor fellows comparatively comfort- 
able, but they were probably without surgical 
attendance until they reached Alexandria.” 





HOSPITAL CLOTHING. 

Jz The length of lower line of the diagram 
giving the pattern of flannel, drawers, in No. 
13, was omitted. It should have been marked 
18 inches. 





THE HOSPITALS AT WASHINGTON. 
The amen report of Mr. Caldwell, one 


- of our Hospital Visitorsin Washington, con- 


tains some valuable hints for our branches 
of supply. He says:! 


Str—During the quarter ending with 
this date, (March 31st,) I have made nearly 
three hundred visits in the General, Post — 
and Regimental Hospitals in’ this Depart- 
ment. 

In March, the two hospitals at Annapolis 
and one at Annapolis Junction, were added 
to my list, it seeming to be desirable that 
such important points as those should be 

regularly visited by some one from Wash- 
ington, whence their supplies were drawn. 

At no time during the quarter has the 
number of patients in the hospitals in the 
Department at Washington been large, and 
the proportion of quite sick, or bed fast, 
such as are usually most in need of the as- 
sistance furnished by the Commission, has 
been all the time very small; consequently,. 
the issues to these hospitals have been — 
small. 

The two hospitals at Annapolis have been 
partially filled with the sick among the re- 
leased prisoners, and have needed more aid 
than those in Washington and Alexandria; 
even these have twice received all the sick 
from the Army of the Potomac. 

On my first visit to Annapolis I found 
one of the hospitals very much in need of 
delicacies, and a liberal order was made out; 
in the other, I was much pleased with the 
admirably arranged storeroom well stocked 


with most of the Commission supplies; and - 
a large invoice was daily expected from — 


Washington, of such things as were want- 
ing. 

The regiments garrisoning the defences 
of Washington, have received a large num- 


ber of new recruits; and their sick lists — 


have been larger in proportion; and con- 
sequently the issues to them have been 


larger in like proportion. 


Most of the hospitals depend upon the 
Commission for their supply of brandy; 


surgeons in charge understand that they ~ 


cannot get it from the Medical Purveyor. 
The issue of this precious article has, how- 
ever, been small, and very carefully made.” 
Cherry cordial and blackberry brandy are 
much esteemed wherever they have been 
introduced; there should be a good supply 
of these stimulants on hand for issue in the 
summer, when the complaints for which 
they contribute so serviceable a remedy, 
are most prevalent. 

Tn all cases where brandy is called for, I 
endeavor to substitute wine therefor, and 
with various success. Some surgeons like 
it quite as well, while others can make but 
little use of it. 

Dried apples, pickles and porter, have 
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been issued to some hospitals when the 
funds were low. s 
The pickles are always very acceptable, 
_ and. their quality is very highly praised; 
' they are usually much better than those ob- 
tained in the market or from the Commis- 
“sary. . 
A few cases of peaches that happened to 
come this way, were mést highly prized, 
_ being far better than any that could be 
bought here; they were issued only where 
I felt sure they would be well used. 
Domestic wines are but little used. Their 
. quality and strength are too uncertain, and 
they cannot be depended upon. 
_ The Boston crackers are very much val- 


ued, and the issue of them is quite con-. 


stant. 

There is aconstant call for white sugar; 

it is so fitly used in many cases in the cook 
‘room, where the low diet is prepared, for 
dishes’ that would be half spoiled by the 
brown sugar of the Commissary. 

Lemons and dried beef are often asked 

far, 

Of assorted dried fruits, there is always 
too little in store; a good cook can with 
these, oer very good substitutes for jelly; 

and, considering the sad waste of this arti- 
cle in the course of transportation, the 
people at home, the Commission, and the 
soldier, would all be gainers, if the fruit 
were dried, instead of being converted into 
jelly. Then there would be no waste, and 
far less difficulty and labor in packing and 
transportation. Would it not be well to 
recommend this change to the branches? 

At my suggestion, a small supply of yarn 
has been put in store for issue for mending 
socks; those issued by Government are of 
an inierior quality, and need much mend- 
ing. Quite as necessary as yarn is cotton 
thread, for repairing cotton garments; .the 
calls for it are frequent, and I should be 
glad to be able to give it. 


Woolen underclothing has not been is- . 


sued largely. The wool shirts issued by 
Government are often half cotton, and very 
rough and harsh; some men who need 
woolens cannot wear them. 

For such cases, when the men have not 
the means to buy for themselves, or have 
families to whom they have to send their 
spare earnings, L allow to be given treely. 

Pillow cases are often called for, and I 
supply but a small portion of the demand, 
for the reason that they are furnished to a 
certain extent by the Government. . 

But the Government supply is based upon 
but one pillow to aman; of those small pil- 
lows, two or three are hardly enough for 
common comfort. Moreover, the Govern- 
ment arrangement for condemning worn 
out hospital clothing is not prompt and 
sufficient; and a hospital sometimes has to 
wait six or nine months before it can have 
such clothing put aside as unfitfor use; and 





till then, it can ask for no more to take its 
place. 

Of towels and handkerchiefs, the issue 
has been constant; a great many are given 
to the men for their own property. 

The slippers supplied by Government are, 
like our own, cloth or carpet ones, of very 
little use to a man who is about on his feet; 
they are soon worn out. 

The attendants have to move about in 
their heavy shoes,and have not usually much 
time to spend in walking on tip-toe; the 
noise they cannot but make, must be an 
annoyance to sick men, if not positively 
harmful. I wish there might bea supply 
of good leather soled slippers on hand, to 
be used for that purpose only. They would 
not be needed in every hospital, since in 
some a strip of matting is put down where 
the attendants walk. } 

I am often asked why these things are 
not bought with the hospital fund. They 
cannot be to the extent that is desirable, 
for two reasons: 

Ist. Surgeons are prohibited from pur- 
chasing any thing but eatables, and a few 
articles of a perishable nature, with the 
hospital fund. 

2d. At the present high rates of pyro- 
visions, it requires the best of management 
to get for the men all that the Surgeon- 
General’s diet-table requires, and all that 
the men ought to have of the staple articles 
of food. 

Under such circumstances, a small quan- 
tity of good things placed in the hands of 
women nurses, or Sisters of Charity, serves 
to make many a meal more palatable and 
strengthening. 

I frequently receive testimonials to the 
efficiency of the service of the Commission, 
which it would be out of place to repeat here. 

Respectfully submitted, 


G. C. CALDWELL, 
Hospital Visitor Sanitary Commission. 


Mr. Stephen Barker writes us: 


Having already explained my way of mak- 
ing acquaintance with officers and patients 
in hospitals, I need only say that my last 
month’s work has in no way differed from 
that of previous months. . 

I have received more expressions of gra- 
titude than formerly; but I attribute this 
entirely to the fact of having transacted all 
my hospital business in the wards, where 
the patients could hear the conversations 
between the ward master, or cook, or hos- 
pital steward and myself, concerning the 
wants of the hospital and the sanitary stores. 
Patients manifest great interest in these 
subjects; and when I sit down to. make out 
my order for supplies, they cluster round as 
if this part of my business were one of their 
chief entertainments. In this way the pa- 
tients seem to have realized, for the first 
time, where the delicacies come from which 
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they enjoy so much, and which they have 
hitherto carelessly attributed either to the 
kindness of private individuals, or to the 
agents of the Christian Commission, or to 
their regular medical supphes. I have been 
made to realize this fact, by being so often 
obliged to disclaim the personal thanks, 
which really belonged to the Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

Lately, every visit has brought me some 
pleasant expression of thanks for comforts 
received. Sometimes by tearful silence; 
sometimes by a hearty outburst that the 
‘‘ Sanitary Commission is the greatest in- 
stitution in the United States.” My last 
was a slip of paper, tucked into the thumb 
of my glove, with a ‘‘God bless you,” which 
means some thing from a ‘‘ Down LHaster,”’ 
who wrote it. 

In order to bring the benefits of the Sani- 
tary Commission before a larger circle than 
hospitals afford, I have lately begun to dis- 
tribute papers, magazines, and comfort bags 
in camps. 

The supply of newspapers, in large quan- 
tities, has been furnished by contributions 
from Vice President Hamlin, and by Hon. 
Charles Sumner, Hon. Alex. H. Rice, and 
Hon. Oakes Ames. 

Mrs. Hamlin and Mrs. O. Ames have also 
assisted me in the distribution of these 
favors. 

One very pleasant scene occurred at Camp 
Barry, in the distribution of comfort bags 
at the barracks of the 9th and 11th Mass. 
Batteries, under Capt. Jones. By previous 
programme, my friend and I, with the ward 
master and driver, had each a box at our 
feet, containing a hundred bags apiece, with 
some papers and magazines. ‘The men were 
all out (playing) kicking football. I said, 
‘* Here, boys, are some gifts for you, from 
Massachusetts girls,” accompanying the 
words with a salute of bags, needlebooks, 
and pincushions, from all sides of the wagon, 
into the crowd. The men immediately took 
the joke, and, with a shout, rushed towards 
us, while we kept up the fire, and they 
rushed, and serambled, and clutched at the 
flying gifts, hke children after sugar-plums 
on a Thanksgiving eve. When at last the 
boxes were all emptied, and one red sugar- 
plum was all [ had to put into the fifty out- 
stretched hands around us, the captain ap- 
peared, and thanked us, in behalf of his 
men, for our visit, not only for its imme- 
diate benefits, but for affording pleasant 
memories, and material for letters for weeks 
to come. Here again [had the pleasure of 
disclaiming all personal thanks, and turning 
them over to the Sanitary Commission, 
where they rightfully belong. He said more 
pleasant things, and ended by proposing 
three cheers for Massachusetts ladies, which 
the soldiers gave with swinging hats, and 
prolonged into three times three for the 
pleasure of using their lungs once more in 








good old Massachusetts fashion. In my 
last visit tg Camp Barry, I learned that most 
of those bags contained letters, which have 
been answered by the soldiers, which have 
also been answered by the original writers. 
I could distribute ten thousand bags in this 
way, to good advantage. I regret to say I 
have exhausted our supply. 


Mr. Brosvn reports as the result of his 
labors for the month of March in the mat- 
ter of back pay for soldiers in the hospitals 
of Washington and vicinity: 


Whole number of cases taken during the month..... 96 
Number of cases completed by securing pay. ....... 96 
ot i otherwise completed..............- 24 
Total number of completed Cases... 2.5... secs ce woe 120 
Number of letters written during the month......... 218 

Amount represented by the ninety-six complet- 
Cd. CASES) ic ast daeee RP VA fee eS $5,907.58 


This is an average of nearly five months’ 
pay for every successful case. 

You will perceive that the completed 
cases are in excess of the number of cases 
taken. The present being a non-muster 
month, I have taken less new cases than I 
otherwise should, and devoted my time to 
a large number of complicated cases lying 
over from last month. The result is that 
we now have a less number of uncompleted 
cases on hand than we have had at the 
writing of any previous report, being now 
only fifty-four in number. i 

The work of the past month has been 
of a more complicated character than any 
previous one. Many of the hospitals in 
Washington have arrangements with the 
Pay Department for fixing up the accounts 
of the men, and as a consequence our ser- 
vices are not needed, except in such cases 
as are not easily traced on the regiment 
rolls, or which require evidence which is 
not on file at the Pay Department. It is 
the usual custom of the Paymaster Gene- 
ral’s Office to refer cases of this character 
to this office. ' 

We have had quite a large number of 
cases the past month where the men were 
charged wrongfully with ‘‘ desertion,” and 
have succeeded in most instances in. get- 
ting the charge removed, and in securing 
the men their rightful dues. One man of 
this class I secured twenty months’ back pay 
for, after he had been to a great amount of 
trouble to get it through other sources, with- 
out success. Have had several cases where 
the men had 18 months due, all of whom 
were wrongfully charged with desertion. 

To one unacquainted with the manner 
in which the accounts of the Government 
are kept, it seems strange that men who ~ 
are serving their country for the pittance 
of $13.00 per month, should be compelled 
to wait so long for their pay. 

. The fact is not to be disguised that this 
state of affairs is often the result of the ig: 
norance or indifference of officers, who ar 

paid, and well paid, for attending to this 
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business. A short time ago a Paymaster 
showed me a company roll bearing sixty- 
seven names. Out of that sixty-seven only 
Jour could be paid, the other sixty-three 
being incorrectly mustered by the com- 
manding officer. These men must now 
wait two months longer, not only for the 
last two months’ pay due, but also for all 
that was previously due, and the next mus- 
ter may find them in as bad condition as 
they now are. It frequently happens that 
a man is taken prisoner, and on his next 
subsequent rolls charged with desertion, 
which has the effect of stopping all pay 


- that is due or that may become due, till 


the charge is removed. 

Not one soldier in a thousand is acquaint- 
ed with the method of removal, and conse- 
quently many innocent men suffer in their 
reputation, as well as lose their pay; for, 
according to military law, the charge of de- 
sertion is prima facie evidence that the man 
did desert. 

The preliminary steps have been taken 
for extending this work to Baltimore and 
Philadelphia, and I would suggest that 
New York be included in this arrangement. 
There has been no way heretofore tor men 
without description lists to get their back 
pay, if they have been outside of Washing- 
ton. ‘The new arrangement will be a great 
advantage to this class of men. 

The bulk of the work will have to be done 
through this office. All that is required for 
cities outside of Washington, is some one 
to look up the cases at the hospitals, which 
is comparatively little work. Mr. Ashman, 
of Philadelphia, has sent us on some cases, 
and promises tosend more soon. Iwent to 
Baltimore yesterday, to make the arrange- 
ments for starting the work in that city. 

Saw Dr. Bliss, the surgeon in charge of 
the Camden Street Hospital; also, Rev. Mr. 
Bower, the chaplain. They seemed willing 
to do every thing in their power to co-ope- 
rate in the work. I find that nearly all the 
men have description lists, and that they 
are mustered on there without any further 
evidence; therefore the number who will 
require assistance there will be smaller than 
here, in proportion to the number of pa- 
tients. 





RESULTS OF THE FAIR. 


I take the liberty of sending to you for pub- 
lication in your journal the following: 

Ata meeting of the Ladies’ Executive Com- 
mittee of the Metropolitan Fair, held May 13, 
1864, the following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That John H. Gourlie, Chairman of 
the Finance Committee of the Metropolitan Fair, 
be requested to place one million dollars in the 
hands of the United States Sanitary Commis- 
sion. 

By order of the Board. | 
(Signed, ) CATHARINE ©. Hunt. 


In accordance with the above resolution, I 
have handed over to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer of the United States Sanitary Com- 
mission, the above-named sum of one million 
dollars. The following is a copy of his receipt 
for the same: 

NEw Yor«, May 17, 1864. 

Received from John H. Gourlie, Chairman of 
the Finance Committee of the Metropolitan 
Fair, one million dollars, for the benefit of the 
United States Sanitary Commission. 

(Signed, ) 
GEORGE T. STRONG, 


$1,000,000. Treasurer of the Sanitary Commission. 


I take the liberty of stating, for public infor- 
mation, that the above-named amount is the 
jirst instalment of the results of the Metropolitan 
Fair. Its financial affairs cannot be completely 
closed for some time to come, as contributions 
known to have been made have not yet been 
sent into the Treasurer’s Department; besides, 
there are other contributions, still on their way 
from Europe, (a cargo of coal, valued at $12,500, 
the generous gift of Geo. Elliott, of Liverpool, ) 
and paintings, and works of art, still unsold, 
the probable value of which is $20,000. 

A detailed statement of the receipts and dis- 
bursements will be made as soon as practica- 
ble. 

I congratulate the public on the noble results 
of their generous contributions to the Metro- 
politan Fair. 

The receipts over and above all expenses will 
not, I venture to say, fall far short of $1,100,000; 
still, all sums over one million at present can 
only be roughly estimated. 

A committee are now engaged in examining 
the accounts of the Treasury Department, and 
I trust that their report will be satisfactory to 
the public. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
JoHN H. GouRLIE, 
Chairman Finance Committee, Metropolitan Fair. 
New Yorn, May 17, 1864. 





GENERAL SURVEY OF OPERATIONS IN 
THE DEPARTMENT OF THE EAST. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 1st, 1864. 
Dr. J. FOSTER JENKINS, 
General Secretary, U. S. San. Com.: 

Srr--I submit, as Associate Secretary for 
the East, the following report. It embraces 
the time from January Ist to present date. 

The monthly reports sent to you, with 
the frequent letters forwarded, have already 
furnished to you all the detail of what I 
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now simply present as a summary of the 
whole. 


During these four months there has been 


no essential change in the methods adopted, 
the character of the demands, the ability 
to meet all claims, and the working force 
itself. 

There has been a constant tendency to 
enlargement, both in the Field Relief Corps 
and in the Special Relief Department. 

At Washington and vicinity, the long 
existing systematic provision for rendering 
aid to general and regimental hospitals has 
continued. There has in that section been 
no important movements in the field. Here, 
however, as elsewhere, large provision has 
been made to meet the demands which may 
arise from great battles. (Accompanying 
are papers of stock with Army of the Poto- 
mac, stock sent to Norfolk, stock sent to 
Harper’s Ferry, stock in storehouse at 
Washington and on the way, as by invoice.) 

Accompanying, also, is report of Dr. 
Steiner, Chief Inspector of Army of Poto- 
mac, covering the months of January, Feb- 
ruary, and March. 

Thus, at Washington; at Newbern, N. C.; 
at Olustee, Florida; in Texas, and at Grand 
Ecore, Louisiana, during this same period, 
the Commission has had large opportunity 
to show its preparation to meet urgent 
needs, and its ability to render efficient 
help in emergencies. 

In each instance its Sey were 
larger than the needs, and its help followed 
close upon the emergencies. 

You have herewith, or previously for- 
warded to you, the reports from these 
several sections. 

These reports indicate, also, efficiency 
and earnest zeal on the part of all the 
agents of the Commission employed in their 
respective fields; and their labors have been 
recognized and appreciated by the officers 
and military authorities, as well as by the 
men recelying ‘‘ aid and comfort.” 

The amounts of supplies with the army; 
value of the same; issues to the depots at 
Washington, Newbern, Hilton Head, (from 
which the Florida supplies were sent,) and 
New Orleans, for the quarter ending April 
Ist, accompany this. Marked valuation, 
$117,683.50. 

At Newbern, N. C., at the present time, 
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preparation is made, by two additional re- 
lief agents recently sent, and a large invoice 
of stores, to meet the probably large de- 
mands which may soon arise there. 


At Hilton Head and Beaufort, the pres- 


ent demand is comparatively limited, with 
diminished forces. 

At New Orleans and beyond, the working 
force of the Commission has been increased 
by efficient men, some sent from the North, 
some found there; and stores are constantly 
forwarded by almost every steamer. The 
right granted to the Chief Inspector to 


purchase in New Orleans, when necessary . 


to meet emergencies, (a right which he has 


judiciously exercised,) adds to the efficiency 


and real stock there of the Commission. 
Homes or Lodges have followed the army 
in Louisiana and Texas whenever it has 


moved, or else been ready to meet return-- 


ing men sick or discharged. These Lodges 
have all done a valuable work. When the 
army left a given region, rendering a Lodge 
further unnecessary at that point, the same 
men and material constituting this station 
have been moved on and planted else- 
where, as the need required. 


The permanent Home at New Orleans is — 


doing a very large and very beneficent 
work. It has every aid from the mili- 
tary authorities there which can be asked’ 
for. Reports submitted. 

The ‘‘Pension and Claini Ageney ” at 


New Orleans is full of work, and recogniz- 


ed by officers and public men as meeting a 
large and long-existing need. 
The agents in charge have proved com- 
petent and faithful. Reports submitted. 
Arrangements were made for establish- 


ing a Home at Hilton Head, (this special 


relief work hitherto having been performed 
under great disadvantages,) but the recent 
removal of heavy forces from the depart- 
ment has deferred for the present the exe- 
cution of the plan. 

At Washington, Alexandria, Annapolis, 
Convalescent Camp, Camp Parole, Balti- 
more, Philadelphia, and Boston, the spe- 
cial relief work of the Commission has con- 
tinued much as heretofore, with these ex- 
ceptions, viz. : 

ALEXANDRIA. 

At Alexandria increasing demands have 

called for increased accommodations. 
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~Camp PaRoue. 

At Camp Parole new portable houses 
have been put up for the relief agents and 
for a storehouse. In connection with this 
station we have also a carpenter’s shop, with 
suitable tdols, where many of the invalids 
find amusement and occupation. A garden 

is also started here. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

At Philadelphia the special relief work 

is under Col. Soert, (formerly relief agent 
~ in the Army of the Potomac,) who has been 

appointed and whose labors are wisely di- 
rected by the Philadelphia Branch. Col. 
- Soert, as I understand, is doing a very val- 

uable work—similar in general terms to 

the work undertaken at Lodge No. 4 in 

Washington. 

Boston. 

From Boston a report has been receiv- 
ed, which is herewith submitted. It shows 
continued earnestness, wise and efficient 
action, joined to the most carefully elabo- 
rated and perfect system, which has yet 
been seen in any section of the Commis- 
sion’s work. 


PorTLAND, Mz. 
A Home or Lodge has been established 
at Portland, Me., where none existed be- 
fore. It does good service. 


PortsmMovutTH, Va. 
as new Lodge has also been opened with- 
in three months at Portsmouth, Va., with 
large facilities and corresponding opportu- 
nities for usefulness. Report appended. 
The ‘‘ Agency for Fresh Hospital Supply 
Purchases” has been discontinued. Dur- 
ing its continuance, the advantages which 
‘had been secured to the Hospitals were 
eyident and real. The Medical Director 
estimated that ten per cent. of their entire 
Hospital Fund had been saved to the Hos- 
pitals by this Agency. 
‘* CANVASSING AGENTS.” 


Of Canvassing Agents, there are in the 
East, as follows: 

Dr. Parish, with a wide field. 

Dr. Van Ingen, in Northern New York. 

Mr. Hadly, in Maine. 

Rey. Mr. Tuttle, in New Jersey. 

Mr. Rathburn, in Western Pennsylvania. 

Mr. Ball, in Massachusetts. 

Ah 38 Bush, in Western New York. 


Besides these, there are some persons, 
mostly women, employed by the various 
‘* Branch Societies,” as at Philadelphia and 
Boston. 

The theory is, for these agents above 
named, to receive their appointment and 
assignment to duty from this office, but 
their special instructions from the mana- 
gers of that branch of the Commission 
whose supervision covers the special field 
to which the Agent is assigned. 

It is believed that the work of these 
Agents has been productive of good, both 
in imparting information and correcting 
prejudices, and also in stimulating sup- 
plies. A 

The reports of Dr. Parish and of Dr. 
Van Ingen accompany this. 

I wish to suggest the importance of add- 
ing to the Agents thus engaged, and, per- — 
haps, to systematize the work more fully, 
by placing the responsibility of its conduct 
upon one person, who shall also be a lec- 
turer, but whose duty it will be to keep in- 
formed of the condition and demands of 
the field. 

Yours respectfully, 
EF. N. Kyapp, 


Associate Secretary. 





THE COMMISSION ON THE RED RIVER. 


Dr. Crane writes from New Orleans, 
April 21st: 


In my letter to you of the 15th, I fur- 
nished you with a general summary of our 
recent work up to that date. We have sub- 

. sequently continued our operations upon 
pretty much the same scale. 

Five invoices of stores have been sent 
forward to Myr. Mitchell since the 15th. 
They will average about fifty boxes and 
barrels each. 

I proposed forwarding to you by this 
mail complete lists of these shipments. 
But copies are not made, or if made, can- 
not be found this morning. We have now 
sent to the front most of our stock on hand 
in this city. I shall reserve the balance, 
issuing more sparingly, particularly such 
stores aS cannot be replaced, except from 
the North. Indeed, I think that the neces- 
sities resulting from the late engagements 
have already, for the most part, been sup- 
plied either through the ordinary channels, 
or by the recent efforts of the Commission. 

T am happy in being able to inform. you, 
that Dr. Sheldon, Acting Medical Director 
here, has succeeded finally in obtaining for 
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the Quartermaster’s Department, a few 
thousand dollars of that hospital tax fund, 
which now amounts in this Department to 
more than a quarter of a million of dollars 

—and of which, I shall have something to 
say some day. | 

With this assistance, Dr. S, has been able 
to make purchases of fruit, milk, stimu- 
lants, which will probably obviate the ne- 
cessity of our purchasing largely hereafter, 
especially as Dr. Sheldon, has not only en- 
gaged heartily in this work, but has exhib- 
ited towards the Commission the most 
liberal and generous feeling. 

I hear from the army the most glowing 
accounts of our good work. Stevens is 
securing golden opinions; Barnard is splen- 
did, and Edgerly the subject of almost un- 
measurable praise. But it is quite invidi- 
ous to mention afew names when our whole 
force has worked most untiringly, and every 
man has tried at least to do his duty. 

In my letter of the 15th, I alluded to the 
interest taken by Mayor nay in our Com- 
mission. 


I forward to you a copy of a letter writ- 


ten to him on the following day; it may 
prove of interest as a part of the history of 
recent events. 

Mr. Baker, of the ‘‘ Varieties,” informs 
me that the result of the benefit given me in 
our behalf on Monday evening last, was 
much less satisfactory than he expected, 
but that he has succeeded very well with 
the subscription list opened at the office of 
the theatre. He thinks that he will be able 
on Monday to place in my hands ($2,000) 
two thousand dollars, as the result of this 
effort in behalf of the Commission. 

I make a requision on Mr. Collins by this 
mail, for a new and large supply of stores. 

When the hurry has passed, I will endea- 
vor to furnish Mr. Knapp with some sort of 
a general sketch of our work. 


_— 
7 


DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
New Orueans, April 10, 1864. 


SrepHEN Hoyt, Captain U.S. Army, 
Acting Mayor of New Orleans: 

Dear Str—I am sorry that I have been 
unable to comply with your request at an 
earlier hour.: 1 have the pleasure, however, 
of now forwarding to you the enclosed list 
of stores issued from the depot of the U.S. 
Sanitary Commission in this city, and ship- 
ped to Alexandria, for the use of the sick 
and wounded in our armies during the 
present campaign. 


50 Woolen Shirts, 7 kegs Pickles, 


100 Canton Flannel Shirts, 13 jars do. 

220 Cotton do. 236 barrels Vegetables and 
420 Hospital do. Pickles, 

100 pair Woolen Drawers, 15 do. do. 


2 bbls. Potatoes, 


217 pair Canton Fl. Drawers, 
6 do. Cabbage in cur- 


200 pair Cotton Drawers, 
317 Woolen Socks, 

112 Wrappers, 

140 pair Slippers, 

360 Sheets, 


rie, 
1 bbl. Dried Fruit, 
1 box do. 

41 cans Fruit, 


. 
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100 Blankets, 
88 Bed Sacks, 
105 Pillows, 
91 Quilts, 
250 Towels, 
292 Cushions. 
1 bbl. Cotton pieces, 
2 bbls. Lint, 
2 bbls. Bandages, 
1 bbl. Rags, 
6 bbls. Lint and Bandages. 
25 Flannel Bandages, 
20 yds. Oil Silk, 





83 bbls. Dried Apples, 
32 do. Crackers, 
100 lbs. Barley, 
200 do. Corn Starch, 
98 do. Farina, 
500 do. Soft Bread, 
15 do. Arrow Root, 
48 do. Beefstock, 
. 38 Sugar-cured Hams, 
7 boxes Codfish, 
1 bbl. Eggs, 
48 cans Tomatoes, 
150 Ibs. Chocolate, 


wretchedness, 


30 do. Cocoa, 
864 do: Cond. Milk, 
2 kegs Butter, 


4 yds. Rubber Cloth, 
50 Musquito Bars, 
10 pieces Musquito Netting, 


500 Fans, 3 bbls. White Sugar, 
20 Sick Feeders (Medicine) 1 bbl. Sugar, 
Cups, ) 72 boxes Lemonade, 


18 Catheters, 
73 Sponges, 

2 Bed Pans, 
20 Tin Basins, 
18 Lanterns, 


30 cases Lemons, 
1,000 lbs. Ice, 
12 lbs. Soap, , 
15 do. Chloroform, 
12 bottles Chlorate Soda, 





1 Urinal, 15. do.. Red. Pepper, 
4 Tin Buckets, 62 lbs. Tobacco (chew’g, 
1 Water do, BOS eso. smok’g, 


124 Tin Cups, 
20 lbs. Nails, 
48 bottles Brandy, 


1 gross Pipes, 
144 Ream Letter Paper, 
650 Sheets do. 


5 gallons. do, 1,250 Envelopes, 
48 botiles Sherry, 3 bottles Ink, 
54 do. Whisky. 1 gross Pens, 
74g gallons do. 2 boxes Reading Matter. 


‘Tin Basins, Towels, Con- 
densed Coffee, and many 
other articles, of which Mr. 
Grant has the list. 


o4 bottles Domestic Wine, 
16 Cases Claret, ; 
50 gallons do. 
3 bbls. Ale, 
386 bottles Bay Rum. 





’ 


Additional stores were placed on the Lau- 
rel Hill, to be issued on the boat, by one of 
the agents well acquainted with the hospi- 
tal transport service, who will return with 
the wounded she may bring to this city. 

Thus much has already been done. More. 
still remains to be done. 

The greatest necessities which it is our. 
mission and duty to meet, will probably 
arise from a want of sufficient hospital 
clothing, as also from a want of proper 
hospital food. 

Of clothing, we have now on hand a very 
good stock, blankets and bed-sacks except- 
ed, which we are expecting to receive from 
a ship now many days due. 

Our supplies of hospital food and deli- 
cacies have been relatively smaller; suffi- 
cient to meet ordinary demands, but quite 
insufficient for an emergency like the pres-- 
ent. 

I, therefore, was compelled immediately 
I heard of the necessities of our hospital 
service, to make purchases in this city of 
some lemons, milk, ice, &c., to the amount 
of seven hundred dollars. Most of these 
articles have already been sent to the front. 

With reference to the future, I intend to 
repeat my recent purchases, and send for- 
ward sanitary supplies on every available 
boat, so long as the want, suffering and 
consequent upon the late 
engagements may continue to claim our aid 
and succor. 

It is impossible for me at the present 
moment, to say precisely what amount of 
money it may be necessary to expend. Two 
thousand dollars may be suflicient—it may 


> 
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not be;no definite exact statements of either 


the number or condition of the wounded 
have as yet reached me. 

I have received several communications, 
the last. dated at Alexandria, on the 13th 
instant, from our agents—six or seven of 
whom are now either at Alexandria, or with 
the army beyond. From these despatches 
I infer that there is little danger of our 
overdoing for many days to come—-the sub- 


stance of them is, provide, everything for 


2,500 wounded men. 
I shall, so far as possible, make my issues 


continuously, believing that any efforts we 


may make, well and judiciously sustained, 
are much more likely to accomplish the 
greatest good, than a hundred attempts to 
do every thing at once. J have made ar- 
rangements for sending a ton of ice to the 
front every day, if possible. 

I shall have a large shipment ready for 
the next boat, which will leave to-morrow 
or next day—a trusty agent will go with 
them. 
~ Inconclusion, I can only return to you, 
sir, in behalf of the Commission, my most 
sincere thanks for the aid which you have so 


“promptly and so generously extended to 


me. 
Yours, very respectfully, 
Epwarp A. CRANE, 


Agent of the U. S. San, Com., 
Depariment of the Gulf. 


Lae 


Mr. Barnard writes from Alexandria, 
April13: , 

My visit to the arthy has been attende 
with much to depress and distress the mind 
of one anxious for his country’s welfare. 

Nothing of moment transpired on the 
wayup. We expected, and were somewhat 
disappointed in not meeting with some op- 
position from the Bushwackers, at the many 
dark and woody points that favored an am- 
bush. 

We felt prepared for them, as we had a 
full complement of ready-loaded muskets, 
besides our guard. There were on board 
some twenty sutlers and their clerks, all 
ready to show their markmanship. The 
monotony was broken by shooting at the 
numerous alligators that line the banks, 
many of them being of vast size. 

On Monday morning, the hospital boat, 
Laurel Hill, was ordered to prepare to re- 


' ceive the wounded. I delivered a portion 


of the sanitary stores taken up to Mr. 


_ Stevens, reserving the balance for use on 


the Laurel Hill. I went on shore, and 
assisted Mr. Stevens to distribute the sup- 
plies to the different hospitals; visited his 
camp; was shown under what disadvan- 
tages he labored in transporting goods to 
the army. _ . 

Mr. Stevens is the right man in the right 
place. He enjoys the confidence of the 
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officers, and receives every attention, and 
particularly from the quartermaster. He 
could afford much more relief had he the 
supplies necessary. 

About ten o’clock, the mournful ambu- 
lances, with their living, pymne contents, 
darkened the road leading to the boat, who 
were transferred, some in stretchers; others 
hopping on one foot, sustained by two 
men; this one carried in the arms of friends; 
that one hobbling along on two sticks, 
picked up for the occasion, that answered 
for crutches. Some walked on board, with- 
out help, with mutilated arms, hands, head, 
neck, nose, ear, mouth, breast and eye. 

The temporary berths in the middle of 
the hall were first filled, then the state 
rooms, then the floors, afterwards the spa- 
ces on the outside of the cabin—the ladies’ 
cabin was occupied for General. Remson 
and another wounded officer—the engine- 
room was next called into requisition; thus 
the entire guards, the wood racks, cock- 
lofts, the spaces under the wheel-houses, 
and finally the Texas hall and sky-light 
decks were required to hold the 500 man- 
gled beings who were seeking to escape 
death’s door, by a passage on the Laurel 
Hill—numbers of whom were without blan- 
ket, without coat, without baggage, and 
almost sans culottes, sans every thing, hay- 
ing left them for the benefit of the rebels. 
Well, here was a field open for prompt ac- 
tion—‘‘ hic opus est, hic labor ’’—only three 
or four surgeons on board, minus surgical 
instruments, medical chests, or in fact, any 
appliances to make the wounded comforta- 
ble—off coat and at it, was the word. But 
who can describe the sufferings of these 
poor soldiers, most of whom had been 
three days without nourishment or atten- 
tion, riding over a rough road of 35 miles. 

We put to their parched lips cups of 
milk punch, wine and water, as their case 
demanded, and oh, what heart-felt thanks 
would greet our ears: ‘‘God bless you,”’ 
‘‘That is worth $5,” ‘‘How good and kind 
you are.”” When told that their friends at 
home had furnished these things, tears 
would well up, their countenance brighten, 
and expressions of gratitude would fall 
from their quivering lips. One man said: 
‘*Little did I think that when I and wife 
were donating our mite in Ashtabula, Ohio, 
that I should be one of the recipients; 
God bless the folks at home.” 

While the nurses and surgeons were 
dressing their wounds, we would adminis- 
ter hot coffee, tea and chocolate, with a 
Boston cracker, and with what relish would 
they partake! Some whose teeth were shot 
out were served with gruels and soups. 
Pickles and vinegar were freely distributed; 
a small piece of soap was handed with a 
clean towel to him who was able to help 
himself; this man had a pair of drawers, 
that one a clean shirt to replace their 
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bloody ones; a sweet smelling sheet was 
placed under this, a soft pillow or cushion 
under that; a warm clean blanket spread 
over their persons appeared to give them 
comfort, a comb assisted their toilet, a book 
or paper or pamphlet was given them to 
read, to beguile the lonesome hour; some 
asked for pen and paper to address a hasty 
line home, informing the folks that they 
were among the living. 

Many of the officers, coming on board 
all worn down and covered with dust, after 
receiving a generous cup from the Sanitary, 
would extol in language not to be misuan- 
derstood the members and friends of our 
institution. 

Your agent here, Mr. Edward Mitchell, 
stands head and shoulders over all, posses- 
sing the esteem and good will of the army 
and people. He chafes under a curb bit; 
he wants to administer free waters to all 
the thirsty of the army. 


Mr. Mitchell writes from the same place 
five days later: 


Yours of 13th and 15th received, also 
stores in generous quantities and with 
prompt dispatch, by the Hattie Gilmore, 
in charge of Mr. Foote, by the Laurel Hill, 
in charge of Mr. Edgerly, and just now by 
Chateau, in charge of Philip. I thank 
you for responding as you have done so 
promptly to my requests for stores. Hdg- 
erly tells me you directed him to return 
~with the Laurel Hill. 

Most of the stores will be needed, and 
will be forwarded as soon as transportation 
‘can be procured to the front, with Mr. 
Foote in charge, to report to Mr. Stevens. 
Mr. Barnard I sent up on Saturday with 
-ell but a scanty supply of stores I retained 
here, in case of emergency; he will return 
‘as soon as possible. Dr. Alexander will 
tell you how opportune was the arrival 
there of our little supply and our agents; 
the army and its officials are grateful in- 
deed for what we have done and are doing. 
%o-day seventy-five men have been given 
clean underclothes; some came in with no 
socks, others no shirts, and yet others with 
no drawers on; the number at the counter 
threaten to break the bank before we are 
an hour older. No stores will come amiss 
jxere for a week to come at least. 

I think that a ‘“‘Rest”’ of some kind may 
become desirable in case of an advance at 


or beyond Grand Ecore. Iwould put Edg- | 


_ erly in charge, and let Mr. Foote report to 
Stevens in the field. Mr. Stevens I have 
not heard from since he left on the flag of 
truce expedition. 

Mr. Edgerley says: 

Agreeable to your instructions, I, on Fri- 
day the 15th instant, with stores as per 1n- 
_woice, left New Orleans on the hospital 
fxansport Laurel Hill, for Alexandria, at 
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which point we arrived on the morning of 
the 17th. After delivering to Mr. Reynolds 
the stores designed for the Home, and re- 
serving a few supplies for the use of the 
sick and wounded on the Laurel Hill, I, at 


Mr. Mitchell’s request, turned over to him ~ 


the balance of the stores in my charge. Af- 
ter receiving on board some two hundred 
and fifty soldiers, sick and wounded, we, 
the same evening, left Alexandria for this 
city. Owing to the energy of Dr. McClel- 
lan, Surgeon in charge, the Laurel Hill had 
been well fitted out with bunks, mattresses, 
rations, cooking arrangements, &¢., which, 
with the addition of Sanitary stores, fur- 
nished by the Commission, rendered the 
condition of patients on board, very com- 


fortable, compared with that of those first © 


brought to this city from the recent field of 
action. As, has always been the case in 
every transport filled with sick and wound- 
ed, we found an abundant opportunity to 
lend a helping hand, which we endeavored 
to do by the way of dressing wounds, pre- 
paring cooling drinks, and supplying many 
of the destitute with comfortable under 
clothing, for which more than one disabled 
soldier, with moistened eyes and faltering 
voice said: ‘‘ God bless the dear ladies at 
home, and the Sanitary Commission.” Ar- 
riving in this city at an early hour this 


morning, the wounded men were promptly - 


removed to the hospital, and the Laurel 


Hill, after undergoing a thorough cleansing, 
will return to Alexandria for another load 
of our wounded veterans. 





THE COMMISSION AND THE SURGEONS. 


CAMP NEAR BRANDY STATION, VA., 
April 6th, 1864. } 
Dr. LEwis H. STEINER, ; 
Chief Inspector, Sanitary Commission, 
Army of the Potomac: 

Str—My attention has been attracted by 
an article in the New York Hvening Post of 
the Ist inst., in which it is stated that cer- 
tain general officers of this army ‘‘ do not 
acknowledge that the Sanitary Commission 
has rendered any important service” in this 
army. ‘ 

I regret much to see such an article pub- 
lished in an influential paper, as it does 
eross injustice to the Sanitary Commission, 
which has rendered incalculable service to 


the hands of its friends, is an injury to the 
cause of humanity. ' 

I joined the Army of the Potomac at 
Harrison’s Landing in July, 1862, and from 
that time to the present, have seen food, 
clothing and delicacies, that could not 


otherwise be obtained, distributed liberally | 


and impartially to wounded, sick, and en- 


this army; and any thing done to weaken ~ 


o 


feebled soldiers; and, to my certain know- — 


ledge, much suffering has been alleviated 


and prevented by the forethought and en- 
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ergy of the agents of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, in having constantly on hand, and 
accessible, such supplies as were most 
needed. 

I have drawn, from the storehouses of 
the Commission in the army, supplies for 
several different regiments and hospitals 
during that time, and have always found 
the agents of the Commission in possession 
of such supplies as were most needed, and 
ready to distribute them to the suffering, 
whether officers or enlisted men. 

_ I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


J.N. FREEMAN, 
Surgeon 106th N. Y. Infantry. 


— 


Camp 147TH Ruet., N. J. Vous., 
1st BRIG., 3D Div., 6TH C. A. P., 
April 6th, 1864. 

Dr. Lewis H. STEINER: 

Dear Srr—Having had my attention 
called to an article in the New York 
Evening Post of April 1st; 1864, regarding 
the efficiency of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission, I beg to state, that during the 
marches the past summer, when it has been 
very difficult, or even impossible, to obtain 
sanitary stores for the.sick in ambulance 
trains, or even in hospitals, when estab- 
lished, I have never failed to obtain such 
stores as required by calling upon the Com- 
mission. ‘Their supplies, always keeping 
with the train, were ever at hand. I will 
also state, that on several occasions during 
the past winter, I have called upon Mr. S. 
M. Blazier, Sanitary Agent, 3d Corps, for 
such articles as were required in our regi- 
mental hospital, and could not be obtained 
elsewhere, and have been promptly sup- 
plied. . 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


J. S. Martin, . 
Surgeon 14th N. J. V. 


138TH REGT., PENNA. Vora. 
2p Bric., 3p Diy., 6TH CoRPs, 
. 4th Mo. 6th, 1864. 

Dear Docror—Mz. Blazier called upon 
me this morning, and exhibited an extract 
from a New York paper, which, in effect, 
stated that several of the prominent gen- 
erals of this army have declared the Com- 
mission of no ‘‘benefit in their depart- 
ments,” &c. What may have been the 
ground for this declaration, of course I 
know nothing; but being connected with 
the department in which the Commission is 
mainly intended to operate—. e., among 
sick and wounded—and having witnessed 
in so many instances its beneficial opera- 
tions, I most cordially bear my testimony 
in its favor. Not only have I witnessed 
these good etiects in the field, but also in 
general hospitals. The sick of my own 

regiment have frequently been assisted 


from the stores of the Commission. . In an 
enterprise of the magnitude of the Sanitary 
Commission, where its operations extend 
over so wide a field, it is not surprising 
that errors and irregularities should creep 
in; but they are of minor importance, when 
compared with the great good accom- 
plished. 
Iam, doctor, 
Your friend, 


CHaRruEs EK. Capy, 
Surgeon, 138th Regt. Penn. Vols. 
To Dr. Lewis H. STEINER, 
244 F Street, Washington, D. C. 


The following, also, will not be out of 
place here, though not from a Surgeon: 


HEADQUARTERS 104TH PENNA. VOLS., | \ 
Morris ISLAND., 8S. C., Nov. 15, 1863. 
Dr. MarsH, 
Inspector Sanitary Commission, 

Srr—I feel it a duty as wellas a pleasure, 
to make some acknowledgment for the many 
favors received from your truly benevolent 
Commission, by the menof my command, 
during the operations against Charleston. 
Since our arrival on Morris Island, in Au- 
gust, the men of my command have been 
on duty almost continuously of the most 
hazardous character. The supply of vege- 
tables received from the Commissary was 
totally inadequate to meet the demands. 
Your Commission has kindly supplied to 
meet the deficiencies. We have been sup- 
plied almost daily with ice, and upon the 
return of the men from duty in the trenches, 
as ‘they clustered around the barrel for 
their cups of ice water, the feeling of all 
was, God bless the Sanitary Commission. 
Trusting that you may still go on with your 
work, and that the men in other Depart- 
ments of the Army may receive like ad- 
vantages, 

I remain, &c., 
Epwarp L. Roazrs, 


Maj.104th Penna. Vols., 
Commanding Regiment, 





PREPARATIONS FOR THE CAMPAIGN IN 
VIRGINIA. 


Dr. Steiner reports May Ist: 

Since sending in my report for the 
quarter ending April 1st, the operations 
of my department have been confined to 
the distribution of stores, as needs might 
arise, the organization of corps to meet the 
emergencies of the spring campaign, and 
the collection of supplies at local depots for 
subsequent use. In the bustle; and con- 
fusion consequent upon preparations for 
active. work throughout this wide field, it 
will be impossible to furnish a very full re- 
port. What I have to give must be more 
of asketchy character than in detail. I shall 
divide it into three portions, corresponding 
with the three districts composing the de- 
partment. " 
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1. The Upper District, Maj. Gen. F. Sigel’ s 
command, from Cumberland Hastwards.— 
Our operations here were commenced by 
Charles C. Harris, as stated in my last re- 
port, on the 19th of March, and were after- 
wards somewhat more fully organized un- 
der the direction of Col. A. H. Poten, whose 
previous position as one of General Sigel’s 

.. Officers, gave him special advantages. The 
fullest privileges we could ask were granted 
by the General commanding, and it was 
hoped that the labors of Col. Poten would 
continue of avail to the Commission, but 
the health of his father, Maj. Gen. Poten, 
of Hanover, Germany, requiring him to 
visit Germany, he resigned his position, and 
his resignation was accepted on the 16th of 
April. Col. George A. Muhleck, (formerly 
Col. 73d Pa. Vol.,) late attached to the Ist 
Army Corps, as Relief Agent, has been ap- 
pointed Superintendent. Col. M., is, how- 

_ever, now absent, in consequence of sickness 
in his family, and Mr. Harris, the Acting 
Superintendent. 

The storehouse established at Harper’s 
Ferry is located in one of the Government 
buildings, which was placed at our disposal 
by the Commanding General, and has been 
kept pretty well supplied with stores from 
Washington. The officers of this district 
are exceedingly courteous, and well dis- 
posed towards the Commission. Every 
facility has been extended to make our 
work effective and useful. Mr. Roberts 
is the migratory agent along the ‘rail- 
road, and will most likely accompany the 
expedition of Gen. Sigel to Winchester. 
Mr. Harris acts as Hospital Visitor in the 
region around Harper’s Ferry, where most 
of the hospitals are aggregated. These gen- 
tlemen have been only assigned to duty 
within the last few days, but have shown 
an earnestness which gives me the right to 
expect good work from them. 


It may be well to state that Mrs. Poten, 
having acted as a volunteer aid at our depot 
in the Ferry for some weeks, is anxious to 
continue in that capacity during Col. Po- 
ten’s absence from the country. If arrange- 
ments can be made to retain her services, 
we shall do so. 


2. The Middle District—Army of the Po- 
tomac--Iield Relief Corps—Some slight 
changes have been made in this corps since 
my last report. Charles 8. Betts was trans- 
ferred on the 21st of April to the E. Va. 
Corps. Selah Howell was appointed Relief 
Agent on the 19th ultimo, and William B. 
Marsh on the 26th. Mr. Johnson returned 
to duty on the 20th, and resumed his posi- 
tion as Superintendent. 


In addition to their ordinary duties of 


visiting regiments, the Relief Agents have ~ 


been actively engaged in getting wagons 
and teams ready for the approaching cam- 
paign. In this work Captain Harris has 


been laboring with his usual zeal and fidel- 
ity. Five wagons, stout, strong and suh- 
stantial, with good four-horse teams, ang 
well supplied with assorted supplies, are 
now with the army onthe march. The two 
superintendants accompany them, and will 
lend assistance wherever it may be needed 
in the work. Great care has been taken to 
make the Sanitary outfit of such a character 
as will enable the agents to supplement the 
stores which the Medical Department take 
with them. The medical stores carried by 
the army in the present campaign exceed 
by far those carried in previous campaigns. 
These are so liberal in the 6th Corps, that 
its Medical Director, Dr. Holman, declined 
giving his consent or permission for a San- 
itary wagon in his hospital train. He claims 
that he has stores sufficiently large to sup- 
ply five thousand men for five days. Should 
he succeed in providing for the wants of 
his wounded without extra assistance, he 
will have acquired a reputation of which 
any Medical Director might be proud; 
should he fail, the country will not be like- 
ly to overlook his disregard of that assist- 
ance which was freely offered him. Itis well 
to add, that I have been informed that all 
the medical officers of the 8d Division, 6th 
Corps, have entered an urgent application, 
approved by Gen. Ricketts, that a Sanitary 
wagon might accompany them. 

The breaking up of our station, familiarly 
called the ‘‘Sheborg,” by the Field Relief 
Corps, at Brandy, closes a four months of 
good honest work by this Corps,—of work 
which has brought the comforts of our stores 
to hundreds and thousands of the sick and 
suffering; the advantages of a lodge and rest- 
ing place to over a thousand way-worn and 
exhausted soldiers and their friends, and a 
place of resort for all who wished help.and 
assistance, in addition to that furnished by 
the regular army supplies. There is a his- 
toric interest about the old house, which 
formed the centre of our quarters, that will 
make it of special attraction hereafter to 
those who have derived benefit therefrom, 
as well as to the laborers who have faith- 
fully worked under directions, and with 
stores issued from it. 

With the view of meeting the wants of a 
large battle, on the 15th of April last I pre- 
pared a list of articles presumed to be neces- 
sary, on the basis of ten thousand wounded. 
I suggested that these stores should be held 
in depot, subject alone to orders for the 
coming exigency. The Associate Secretary, 
with great promptness and readiness, for- 
warded a requisition for the same, and I 
am pleased to know that we have the ma- 
terials in the storehouses with which relief 
can be brought to the needy and suffering. 
The only problem to be solved is, ‘‘ How 
shall transportation be secured to the point 
where the need exists?” Should the battle 
take place within reach of car transporta- 


The Sautary Commission Bulletin. 


tion, we have the assurance, freely given, 
of the Provost Marshal General of the Army 
of the Potomac, that a car, or cars, will be 
placed at our disposal. Should the new 


_ base of supplies be on the water, it will be 


- absolutely necessary that we have a boat at 
our disposal, so as to allow us independent 
means of transportation. This subject de- 
serves the most careful study and prompt 
action, if the conclusion be arrived at to 
procure a boat. It may be well to state, 
‘that the indications now, justify the opinion 
that the railroad will be deserted. It is 
true that some three hundred empty cars 
have been sent to the front,—these may be 

_ intended to bring in to Washington the 

_ wounded and prisoners from the first en- 
gagement, or to transport a portion of a 
corps. In any case, it is evident that the 
intention of the military authorities is not 

' to retain the wounded in the field, but to 
transport to Washington as speedily as 
possible. | 

Notwithstanding the views contained in 
the preceding paragraph, I have deemed it 
well that a corps of ready and, to a certain 
extent, trained workers should be formed, 
whose duties should be to take charge, so 
long as supplementary assistance is need- 

_ ed on any field, of the sanitary work. It is 
proposed that they, under a proper super- 
intendent, should subordinate all their 

work to the wishes and orders of medical 
officers, and their duties are expressly 
stated to be non-interference with, but aid 
to the latter in affording relief and comfort 
to the suffering. After due consultation 
with the Associate Secretary, and an ex- 
pression of approval, the Hon. Frank B. 
Hay, of Chelsea, Mass., whose name has 
almost been the synonyme for honest, con- 
scientious, loving care of our sick and 
wounded in the hospitals, after all our large 
battles in the Hast, wa: appointed. The 
Auxiliary Relief Corps will consist of some 
volunteers, who have engaged to give up 
the comforts of home and family for this 
grand work of charity, and twenty-four 
theological students from Princeton -and 
New York, who have applied for position 
in the same; believing that it was a duty 
peculiarly fitting for those who have the 
holy ministry in view, to administer to the 
needy, feed the hungry, clothe the naked, 
and smooth the pillow for the dying. 

Mr.. Fay is here now, and has entered 
upon the duties of fitting his corps for the 
field with an alacrity and zeal that demon- 
strates the fact that he is the man for the 
place, and ‘his corps show a spirit that 
satisfies us their enlistment in the cause 
will redound to the benefit of the Commis- 
_ sion and the good of the soldiers. He is 

meeting them at stated hours during the 

day, and imparting, from the rich stores 
of his own personal experience, such in- 

- structions as will divest them of the igno- 
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rance which marks all new men endeavor- 
ing to act as nurses. 

With these two corps, the Field Relief 
Corps—moving with the army, the Auxiliary 
Relief Corps—ready to do work whenever 
the emergency demands it, and as soon as 
the field of its operations can be reached, 
—with a vast accumulation of stores at our 
depots ready for use,—with the securing of 


such transportation as may be practicable 


or attainable,—the Commission may safely 
say it has left no stone unturned to make 
the way open for the full performance of. 
its duty. Whatever be the result, the 
Chief Inspector feels that all efforts will 
have been made, as far as human judgment 
can aid, to be prepared for the emergency. 
God grant us the means of doing all He 


has pué it in our hearts to do for our suf- 


fering soldiers! 

3. The Lower District.—Major General B. 
F’. Butler’s Command.—My. R. Cecil Nevin 
has fitted himself for his duties as relief 
agent, in charge of the department of 
Norfolk, with commendable alacrity and 
promptness. His reports—dated April 9, 
16, 23 and 30—show an increasing fitness 
for, and execution of, the duties assigned 
him. The Norfolk Relief Corps at present 
consists of three gentlemen. 

The amount of stores kept in stock here 
has been largely increased of late, in order 
to meet the wants of an army which has 
been collecting for some time past at or 
near Yorktown, onthe Peninsula. Finding, | 
some two weeks since, that it would be 
necessary to have a separate organization 
with this army, I proceeded to organize the 
Peninsula Relief Corps. This, with various 
changes and modifications required by the 
demands of this army, consists at present 
of ten gentlemen. 

Some of these are on the field, and 
the others are on their way thither. An 
order, dated May 4, separates this dis- 
trict from my department, and places it 
under the supervision of Dr. A. McDonald, 
Sanitary Inspector. I part with it with 
ereat regret, as, under much difficulty, a 
systematic organization of the Norfolk work 
had been effected during the past winter, 
and a similar result was being attained for 
the Peninsula Corps; but the selection of 
Dr. McDonald as the immediate chief in- 
spector on the ground, will ensure the 
greatest possible success to the work of the 
Commission, and will enable him to carry 
out his own noble and earnest desire to aid 
the hearts’ desires of the people of our great 
nation. 


Issues made by the Field Relief Corps, Army of the Poto- 


mac, during the months of January, February and 
March, 1864: 
1,044 Bed Ticks, 
130 Cushions, 
1,878 Pillows, 
2,492 Pillow Cases, 
716 Pillow Ticks, 
733 Quilts, 


462 Cotton, Socks, pairs. 
3,456 Woolen Socks, pairs 
324 bottles Brandy, 
3,609 Ibs. Cond’d Milk, 
1.206 Ibs. Corn Starch, 
1,296 lbs. Farina, 
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697 bottles Jellies & Pre- 
serves. 

100 Ibs. Salt Fish, 

600 lbs. Sugar. 

486 bot. Foreign Wine, 

498 bots. Wines & liq’rs, 
1,864 Needle Books, 

154 Ibs. Soap, 
1,500 Envelopes. 


1,388 Sheets, 

402 Spoons, 
2,370 Towels, 

358 Tin Pans, 
3,092 Woolen Drawers, 
1,162 Handkerchiefs, 
1,770 Mittens, 
3,158 Woolen Shirts, 
1,125 Slippers, pairs, 


Issues made from storehouse of U. 8S. Sanitary Commis- — 


sion to troops from Cumberland, Md., eastwards to 
Monocacy, during months of January, February, and 
March, 1864: 


354 Woolen Shirts, 
278 Drawers, 

273 Pillows, 

138 lbs. Chocolate, 
160 Ibs. Corn Starch, 
240 cans Beef Stock, 
200 Ibs. Oatmeal, 
231 lbs. Sugar, 

220 Bedticks, 

116 Blankets, 

170 Cushions, 

299 Pillow Cases, 
BONN Pee Ticks, 
529 Towels, 


374 Cotton Drawers, 
Spee wt 6 eSHITTS: 
142 Slippers, 
286 Woolen Socks, 
25 Ibs. Arrowroot, 
344 Needle Cases, 
100 Tin Plates, 
77 Sheets, 
74 cans Tomatoes, 
2,750 Envelopes, 
108 cans Milk, 
300 Handkerchiefs, 
100 Eye Shades, 
192 bbls. Farina. 


Issues made from storehouse at Nortolk, Va., during 
months of January, February, and March, 1864: 


307 Woolen Shirts, 72 bottles Bay Rum, 
619 <¢ Drawers, 100 Quilts, 
144 bottles Brandy, 69 bottles Cologne, 
228 lbs. Farina, 2,376 sheets Note Paper, 
88 jars Jelly, 197 cans Beef Stock, 
120 galls. Pickles, 300 Tin Cups, 
72 bottles Jam. Rum, 386 Sheets, 
156 ‘ Wine, for’n, |2,500 Envelopes, 
449 lbs. Sugar, 240 cans Milk, 
250 Bedticks, 50 Games, 
560 Pillow Cases, 12 bottles Spirits Camp’r, 
432 Slippers, 100 Tin Basins. 
935 Woolen Socks, 
A variety of articles issued in smaller 


quantities are omitted from the above list. 


THE HOSPITALS AND SANITARY STA- 
TIONS IN TENNESSEE. 


Dr. Read gives the following account of 
a tour of inspection he has just made: 


Soon after my last report I left Nashville 
for the purpose of visiting the different 
posts of the Commission in this depart- 
ment, and the hospitals and camps in their 
vicinity, that I might learn the condition 
of the soldiers, what Government is doing 
to supply their wants, the efficiency of the 
work of the Commission, and what sup- 
plies are most needed for present and fu- 
ture use. 

I first visited Chattanooga, where I found 
our agents working up to their full strength. 
The store-room, in charge of M. D. Bart- 
lett, was clean, and all the goods arranged 
in order. Mr. Bartlett is kind, courteous, 
patient, ready to investigate carefully every 
call for help, and is eminently qualified for 
his place. 

The Hospital Visitor there, Rev. Prof. 
Hosford, is well received, and is a valuable 
member of the Commission. 

Dr. Hazen, Special Relief Agent of the 
Commission, has gone home on furlough 
on account of ill-health. 

_ Mr. Worth, the Transportation Agent, 
1s sick, and will leave as soon as he is able 


‘ 


| treated was 959. 


to bear the ride home. M. C. Read, while 


he has an eye to all parts of the work, was 
at the time of my visit much occupied with 
the large hospital gardens. Two hundred 
acres, including forty acres of vineyard, 
will soon be planted. 'This land had to be 


iw 


fenced and plowed. The seed and many © 


garden implements were furnished by the 
Commission by purchase; but many more 
implements were obtained by order of 
Gen. Thomas from the abandoned farms 
in the vicinity, most of which, within five 
or six miles, were visited for that pur- 
pose. 

The land selected is of excellent quality, 
and we have reason to expect a yield suffi- 
cient to supply all the wants of the. hos- 
pitals in the vicinity, at a time when vege- 
tables cannot be obtained from the North. 

The hospitals I found in an improved 
condition. Many of the sick have been 
removed, and several hospitals have been 
broken up since my last visit. The Gen- 
eral Field Hospital, in charge of C. E. 
Byrne, Ass’t Surg. U.S. A., on April 5th, 
contained 555 patients, including the small- 
pox ward, which had 55. The mortality 
had been large, 143 deaths in March, in- 
cluding all cases, refugees and negroes, as 
well as soldiers. ‘Total number of cases 
There were white sol- 
diers remaining sick the last of February, 
467—wounded 71; admitted during March, 
sick, 400, wounded, 21. Returned to du- 
ty, 263; sent to other hospitals, 128; fur- 
loughed, 5; discharged, 2; died, 78; re- 
maining sick, 440—wounded, 43. 

Some of the principal diséases were as 
follows: small-pox, 30 cases; varioloid, 19 
—of these there were 18 deaths; measles, 


76, and 29 deaths; inflammation of the 


lungs 39, and 15 deaths. No scurvy. 
U. 8. Colored Troops—number treated 
during March, 105; returned to duty, 19; 


sent to other hospitals, 2; died, 23; re-. | 


maining sick, 51; wounded, 4. 
Citizen employees treated during the 
month, 53; returned to duty, 19; sent to 
other hospitals, 19; died, 6; remaining, 9. 
Ne special wants, except vegetables, in 
this hospital, the surgeon having supplied 
many delicacies, and many others were 
drawn from the Commission. ; 
Preparations are being made to build 
hospitals on Lookout Mountain. ‘The Offi- 


cers’ Hospital has been removed there. _ 
Gen. Thomas advised me to make a gar- 


den also on the top of the mountain, as he 
thought it would be very convenient, and 


the land could be made to produce well by _ 


sending up fifty or a hundred loads of ma- 
nure. J mention this to show that he was 
ready to give all necessary assistance. 

The troops in the field were in better 
condition than in January or February. 
There was less scurvy, which very many 
surgeons assured me was due to the vege- 
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tables received from the Commission. I 
made an effort to obtain the amount of 
fresh vegetables issued by the Commissa- 
ries, and, from the statements received, I 
judge that but few rations have reached the 
soldiers for the last six months; not much 
more, in the aggregate, than was sold to 
the officers of regiments. Some regiments 
had not received one full ration of vegeta- 
bles since the battle of Chickamauga, ex- 
cept what had been furnished by the Com- 
mission. , 

The camps that I visited were well po- 
liced and the men well clothed. The 14th 


U.S. Colored Troops were commanded by 


Col. Thomas Morgan. The regiment was 
organized February, 1864, and on March 
1st contained 1,000 men, including officers. 

Fisher W. Ames is surgeon. I did not 
see him; but the colonel informed me that 
the soldiers had all been systematically 
vaccinated. The camp was beautifully laid 
out, streets and ditches clean; everything 
in as good condition as any other regi- 
ment. Indeed, the camp was a model of 


order and neatness, and the black man, as 


he stood erect, bearing the arms and dress- 
ed in the uniform of our country, bore 
witness to a redeemed manhood. 

Upon consultation with Dr. Perin, Med- 
ical Director, I telegraphed our agent at 
Bridgeport to break up camp and bring 
his tents and all the goods to Chattanooga, 
which he did; at the same time it was 
thought best to continue the depot at Ste- 
venson. On my subsequent visit at Ste- 
venson I found everything in most excel- 
lent condition. Mr. Wm. A. Sutliffe, the 


agent, has not been liberally furnished 


with goods, but had improved his time in 
attending to their careful distribution, and 
preparing comfortable quarters, which he 
had accomplished with no expense and 


very little help; his accommodations for 


himself and others show, to great advan- 
tage, how much can be done by ingenuity 
and industry. I visited with him the bur- 
fale oan, for the purpose of obtaining a 
list of the dead, but did not succeed to any 
great extent; if one was kept, it was by the 
undertaker, whose books were in Hunts- 
ville. 

I sent to him to obtain the list, which, if 
obtained, I will forward to you promptly. 
I found graves, fourteen in number, en- 
closed by a light railing, two of which were 
marked as follows: Joseph Littlejohn, Co. 
H, 18th Ohio, died July 7th, 1862, and 


‘Isaac Johnson, Co. D, 61st Ohio, died July 


30, 1862. No others were marked. ‘These 
were undoubtedly with Gen. Mitchell when 
he made his advance there. 

The ‘‘Home,” in Stevenson, established 
by Government, is in charge of Capt. Park 


Wheeler, 149th N. Y. During the return 


of troops to and from their homes, he has 
fed about 1,000 per day; lodging about 300 


each night, while about 100 have been com- 
pelled to sleep in the open air without cov- 
ering. He has received bed-sacks, com- 
forts, candlesticks, sconces, and other arti- 
cles of furniture from the Commission, as 
well as a liberal share of vegetables to feed 
his men. He wants several other articles, 
which IT informed him would be furnished 
on a proper order. 

Promising Mr. Sutliffe a more liberal 
supply of stores, I went on to Huntsville. 
There I found but one General Hospital, in 
charge of J. H. Early, 17th Iowa, with one 
assistant, and no lack of couks and nurses. 
There were 53 patients. In the same build- 
ing, mentioned in my last report as the 
‘* Calhoun House,” in which one,of the pa- 
tients said, ‘‘ we have a good house, but 
that is all; nothing good to eat, and hard 
beds,” they now have comfortable beds, the 
surgeon remarking, ‘‘Sanitary has given 
to us all the comforts, and without them we 
should be comfortless.”’ 

The rooms of the Commission, in charge 
of Mr. May and Mr. Norton, are well kept, 


‘but at the time of my visit, they had few 


goods, and the calls for help were frequent. 

The Western Sanitary Commission have 
a room next door, and seemed to have a 
better supply, yet not near enough for the 
demand. 

Returning to Nashville, I visited Mur- 
freesboro, April 18, where are six hospitals, 
one for small-pox, and one for contrabands, 
containing 760 patients in all, with the 
prospect that the number will be increased 
rather than diminished. 

Rev. Mr. Kennedy and Mr. Hogue are 
doing all that could reasonably be asked of 
any man; Mr. Kennedy co-operating with 
the Post Chaplain, with him visiting the 
hospitals, and often preaching for him on 
invitation. The hospital garden in Mur- 
freesboro’ is much larger than last year, 
and, under the care of John Harmon, the 
same gardener, is even in better condition. 
It is mostly planted. Peas, onions, lettuce, 
beets, cabbage, &c., were up, and gave pro- 
mise of an abundant and early harvest. 

The hospitals in Nashville remain about 
the same as at my last report. ‘The num- 
ber of sick is (April 20) 4,282, in charge of 
Surgeon Clendennin, Assistant Medical Di- 
rector of the department. The small-pox 
hospital is much better for the accommo- 
dation of the patients than the old one, and 
the mortality is less. 

There are ten hundred and forty-three 
vacant beds. There are also four hundred 
and twenty-seven contrabands in hospital, 
about one-half of them soldiers. 

The soldiers in the field are well clothed, 
and have no lack of good food, except fresh 
vegetables. But few of these, compared 
with the demand, are yet furnished; as 
proof, I select one letter from many of 
similar import: 
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WHITESIDE, TENN., April 12, 1864. 
Sanitary Commission, Nashville, Tenn. : 

Our command is suffering much for want 
of vegetables. I have made every effort 
through our commissaries, and through 
your agents at Bridgeport and Chattanoo- 
ga, to obtain them, but so far in vain. We 
report twenty to fifty cases of scurvy from 
two regiments alone, and those cases are 
on the increase. If you can send me direct, 
or through your agents, a few barrels of 
potatoes and onions, you will much oblige, 

Your ob’t serv * 





The great obstacle in the way of furnish- 
ing a supply is want of transportation, the 
demand for which is urgent from all points 
of the army, and we are bale perhaps 
our full share. 

The commander at Prowse telegraphs: 
“Send vegetables in preference to other 
commissary stores.” Dr. Perin, the faith- 
ful Medical Director of the Army of the 
Cumberland, promises to aid us in procur- 
ing transportation for all we can furnish. 
Dr. Kitto, who has recently inspected the 
11th and 15th Army Corps, assures me that 
the great want is fresh vegetables, although 
there are but few well marked cases: of 
scurvy. 

They are now going forward quite freely; 
on the 20th, five car loads; on the 2I1st, 
seven; and, in addition to the order to give 
us at least two cars daily, Captain Ly ttle 
has promised to load two for Pulaski, and 
two for Decatur, which wilk be distributed 
by Mrs. Bickerdyke and Mrs. Porter. 

Having forwarded the large amount of 
vegetables now here, and on the way, we 
must next turn our attention to securing 
in Chattanooga a large amount of reserved 
battle stores, and obtain for them, if possi- 
ble, from that post, transportation. This 
will be the most difficult part of our work. 
We cannot procure teams, or feed them, 
without difficulty, if indeed it can be done 
at all, independently of the Government 
officers. And upon consultation with Gen. 
Webster, Gen. Sherman’s chief of staff, to 
whom we are under many obligations for 
past favors, I have decided to depend on 
Government, and to offer to each medical 
director of divisions one wagon load of such 
stores as he may select, in “addition to all 
the medical supplies he is permitted to take, 
to go forward as sanitary stores. 

In conclusion, I have the pleasure of as- 
suring you that the work of the Commis- 
sion is vastly increased, and, so far as I can 
judge, is prosperous in all departments. 

There are several Medical Inspectors in 
the Department, who report to Dr. Doug- 
las, but Drs.. Castleman and Parker have 
render ed me essential service in obtaining 
full statements from many brigades of the 
op of vegetables issued by the Govern- 
men 


There is not a General Hospital in the 
Department that is not visited often by 
one of our hospital visitors. 

The special relief agents are constantly 
employed, and find, and often relieve, every 
variety of suffering. 

Mothers coming for their children, wives 
seeking their sick husbands, are helped on 
their way; soldiers furloughed and dis- 
charged, are helped on their way to the 
homes they are so anxious to reach. Or a 
little girl comes and asks, ‘‘ Where is my 
father?” Agent answers, ‘‘ Don’t know;” 
she replies, ‘‘ Well, you ought to, you must 
have seen him; he wears Co. G., 83d Indi- 
ana, on his cap.” Poor girl, she was not 
permitted to go to her father. 

The Home in Nashville has been over- 
crowded, but is admirably managed: by 
Capt. Brayton. 

In addition to the one established by 
Government at Chattanooga, which is 
only common barracks, one is needed there 
to receive the sick, discharged, and fur- 
loughed soldiers who are sent back from 
the advance, and compelled to remain there 
awaiting transportation, LT hope to be able 
to secure some better accommodations for 
them. ; 

The transportation agents are taxed to 
their utmost in order to secure transporta- 
tion where there is so much competition, 
and where suecess very much depends upon 
personal effort, even where the most liberal — 
orders are maintained; but with all the dif- | 
ficulties, vegetables are being sent forward 
liberally, and I hope by securing a large 
supply of reserve stores, to be in readiness 
for impending movements. 


Mr. Root, our Hospital Visitor at Nash- 
ville, also writes as follows on the condition 
of the troops encamped near that city, and . 
the contribution of stores amongst them by 


the Commission in Jan. and Feb. last: 


- The number of men in these regiments, | 
the number of sick and the character of 
their diseases,sand the condition of the 
eamps, I stated in a former report. The 
regiments that were stationed here for the — 
time above specified, were from Ohio, In- 
diana, Illinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, Mis- 
souri, Kentucky, and Tennessee; besides 
detachments from other States. In many 
of them were regimental hospitals, and in 
all of them sick soldiers, under treatment. 
by regimental surgeons. From the com- 
manding officers and surgeons of these 
regiments I obtained information of the 
wants of their men in camp, and have from 
time to time furnished them with such 
sanitary supplies as were required. 

From my frequent visits to their camps, 
I know that the supplies furnished were 
faithfully applied; and the officers and 
soldiers in many of them have voluntarily 
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united in letters of thanks to the Aid 
Societies and ladies of the Northern States, 
for the supplies received through their 
agency. Those letters I have forwarded 
to you, and many of them are published 
in a supplement to the Sanitary Reporter. 


If any one doubts the good that is done 
through the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, 
let him read the effusions of thankfulness 
from the warm hearts of our gallant soldiers. 
Testimony to the same effect could be had 
from thousands more, if it were desired. 

The following articles, from the U. S. 
Sanitary Commission, were distributed 
among the soldiers of the regiments around 


Nashville, during the months of January 


and February, 1864: 
Blankets, 42; comforts, 158; bedticks, 62; 


pillows, 121; pillow cases, 249; sheets, 212; 


shirts, 908; drawers, 672 pairs; towels, 588; 
socks, 636 pairs; slippers, 38 pairs; mittens, 
150 pairs; fruit, 8351 cans; condensed beef, 


_ 184 cans; dried fruit, 5,800 Ibs.; groceries, 


855 lbs., such as farina, &c. ; wine and spirits, 


_ 272 bottles; condensed milk, 48 cans; apple 


loss of their lives and honor. 


butter, 88 gallons; pickles, 512 gallons; 


kraut, 2,150 gallons; potatoes, 623 bushels, 
onions, 231 bushels; ale 106 gallons; green 
apples, 14 bushels; crackers, 612 lbs.; tea, 
50 lbs.; sugar, 870 lbs. Besides a variety 
of smaller articles. 

The supplies furnished to State’ agencies 
from the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, which 
are considerable, are not included in the 
above list of articles distributed. The 
greatest need I found to exist among the 
regiments from East Tennessee. The men 
of these regiments have been compelled to 
carry on a desultory warfare with the rebels, 
many months before Gen. Burnside reach- 
ed Knoxville. 

They had suffered every thing but the 
Their prop- 
erty had been plundered or destroyed, and 
they had been driven from their homes, to 
find shelter and a precarious subsistence in 
the mountains. ‘ 

When protection came, they rallied un- 
der the federal flag, with brave hearts, but 
in a weak and exhausted bodily condition. 

Owing to these circumstances, sickness 
had been more fatal among them, than 
among the men of other regiments. In 
talking upon this subject with Dr. Mitchell, 
the Surgeon of the 102d Ohio regiment of 
infantry, whose camp was near them, and 
who had often visited them when sick, he 
remarked, that when any of them had a 


severe attack of disease, they were sure to 


die, not only for the reason above mention- 
ed, but for another reason which he stated, 
to this effect: they have no home, no pleas- 
ant future in anticipation; the mothers, and 
sisters, wives and daughters, of many of 


_ them, have perished; while those that sur- 


vive are houseless wanderers, within the 
rebel lines, from whom no tidings can be 


had, or pining and starving amidst the des- 
olations of their once happy country. 

Such is the picture that continually pre- 
sents itself before the minds of the Kast 
Tennessee soldiers; and when disease seizes 
upon them, it is no wonder that it should 


prove fatal, aggravated, as it must be, by 


sickness of heart that no medicine can cure. 

The U.S. Sanitary Commission has done 
for them what it could, and I have the sat- 
isfaction of knowing it has done very much 
to relieve their sufferings. 





HOMES AND LODGES. 


NASHVILLE. z 


‘During the four weeks ending April 30, 4,750 
soldiers have been admitted from twenty-four 
different States; 4,867 lodgings have been fur- 
nished, and 18,525 meals. ‘Transportation has 
been furnished for 4,314; and pay, to the 
amount of $8,328.04, has been drawn and paid 
over. 

MEMPHIS. 


At the Lodge at Memphis there have been 
admitted, during the four weeks ending May 
Ist, 1,444 men, from twenty different States; 
4,389 meals were furnished, and 1,169 lodgings. - 
Transportation was procured for. 117. 


CAMP NELSON. 


The following is a statement of the opera- 
tions of the Home at this Post, for the month of 
April, 1864. ; 

The uncertain destiny of Camp Nelson for the 
past month, seems to have suspended its usual 
operations, and also to have directed trade and 
travellers from the Camp. 

However, Camp Nelson is not now the scene 
of the gigantic business which it once was, con- 
sequently, we have to report a smaller number 
of inmates of the Home for the month of April. 

Number of lodgings for the month of April, 
2,484. Number of meals for the month of April, 
7,455. 

On the 18th of April, Chaplain Henderson, of 
the 112th Illinois Regiment, advised me that 
(14) fourteen barrels of potatoes, (2) two kegs of 
pickles, and one box of sundries, were at Paris, 
Ky., for his regiment. and he desired me to pro- 
cure them for distribution, as Sanitary stores. 
IT immediately telegraphed for the stores, to be 
sent on to me at Camp Nelson. 

This evening, Chaplain Pell, of the 12th Reg- 
iment of Cavalry, who, on the 28th of last De- 
cember, left Knoxville, with me for Louisville, 
came to camp and informed me that for four 
months he had been lecturing in behalf of hig 
special object, viz.: to raise Sanitary stores for 
his regiment, and his success had attained (16) | 
sixteen boxes, and (5) five barrels, which he ex- 
pected by Government transportation the same 
evening. Finding that his regiment had gone 
two days previous for Loudon, Tenn, he very 
wisely turned over the shipment to the depot 
here, taking my receipt for it. 

The sterling philanthropy of Chaplain Pell is 
highly commendable. For four months he had 
labored assiduously to collect these stores for 
his regiment, and, doubtless, looked forward 
with much pleasure to the time when he should 
dispense them to the greedy men under his care. 
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Ascertaining that transportation could not be 
procured, he expressed himself equally recom- 
pensed by the assurance that the soldier in his 
sickness and need, whether from Michigan or 
Maine, or any other loyal State, might be com- 
forted by them. This is the doctrine of justice 
and true benevolence. 

I had thought that the good people who labor 
incessantly, and contribute so abundantly and 
generously for the soldier, had learned. long ago 
the great impropriety and wastefulness positive- 
ly incurred, by shipping stores to regiments. 
While ‘at Murfreesboro’, last summer, I re- 
ceived over 'a hundred boxes, for individuals 
and companies in the Army of the Cumberland, 
three-fourths of which were worthless, ere the 
owner could be found. So, in the shipment 
from Illinois for the 112th Regiment, the boxes 
regarded by the Chaplain as most valuable, were 
not worth a half dollar, while some of the bar- 
rels were damaged by long delays and careless 
handling. These consequences, so far as my 
experience extends, almost invariably attach to 
private shipments to State troops. 

In conclusion, I will state the Home at Camp 
Nelson, is the Post Church. We have regular 
services morning and evening, every Lord’s 
day, and a prayer meeting every Wednesday 
evening. Several protracted meetings have 
already been held. Chaplains who remain in 
camp with their comrades, are tendered the use 
of our large dining hall, which is frequently 
filled with soldiers, employees and visitors, 
both white and otherwise. 

Dr. Woods, Chaplain U. 8. A., and Rev. L. 
A. Payson, Hospital Visitor U. 8S. Sanitary Com- 
mission, are our regular preachers; while a 
' stranger generally appears every week to aid 
them. : 

The Home is now thoroughly whitewashed, 
and the sodding, &c., will be completed this 
week. 

WASHINGTON. 

The following is some of the labor performed 
in this office for the quarter ending April Ist: 
Amount of money collected upon four hundred 
and sixty-six cases, $58,493.21; amount of money 
forwarded upon eighty drafts, $8,321.20; num- 
ber of men lodged, 4,203; number of meals fur- 
nished, 20,915; number of letters written, 1,116; 
number of letters received, 233. 


ANNAPOLIS. 
The Rey. Mr. Hennis reports: 


I have the honor to report that the Home in 
this city, established by your direction for the 
benefit of nurses, mothers, wives, and relatives 
of soldiers located in this vicinity, more espe- 
cially for the sick and wounded in our hospitals, 
is in successful operation, meeting with general 
favor from those who visit it and know person- 
ally of its operations. During the latter part of 
January and the month of February, we had but 
very few visitors; as the exchange of prisoners 
was suspended, our hospitals, which are prin- 
cipally for the reception of paroled prisoners, 
being nearly cleared, and consequently there 
was little to call the relatives of soldiers to this 
point. During the month of March there has 
been a large increase, and at present the Home 
is well filled; and I cannot convey to you any 
adequate conception of the gratitude manifested 
by those who share the benefits of the Home, 


and believe that it is exerting a good influence, 
in recommending the Commission to the favor- 
able consideration of those who have known but 
little of its operations in detail. 

The number of meals and lodgings afforded 
since the 1st of January to the 1st of April, are 
as follows: Meals, 1,221; lodgings, 408; besides 
a large number of meals which have been given 
to the male relatives of our soldiers, and others 
who have visited by invitation. I would sug- 
gest that permission be asked to purchase stores 
from the commissary of this post for the Home, 
on the same conditions as they are afforded to 
officers, which would be quite a saving to the 
Commission. 


x 


THE U. §. SANITARY COMMISSION IN 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS. 


A meeting of the Associate members of 
the United States Sanitary Commission was 
held a fortnight ago in the rooms of the Ex- 
ecutive Committee, No. 76 Kingston Street, 


to listen to a report concerning the Special . 


Relief Service of the Commission in this 


city, for the year ending March 31, 1864. 


H. B. Rogers, Esq., presided. 

John B. Blatchford, Esq., on behalf of 
the Executive Committee of the Boston As- 
sociates, presented a report concerning the 
Special Relief of the Commission for the 
year ending March 31, 1864. 

‘‘The sérvice was established April 1, 
1863. Rooms located at No. 76 Kingston 
Street were furnished for the purpose. The 


establishment as now equipped consists of — 


an office, recepti®n room, sleeping rooms, 
containing 60 beds; a hospital ward, with 
12 beds, with convenient wash rooms, bath 
rooms, and water closet; capacious closets 
for hospital stores, clothing, and linen, and 
a room appropriated for the use of the 
wives, mothers, and sisters of sick soldiers, 


who often accompany them on their return _ 


to their homes. 


‘‘The first applicant for aid was received 


April 7, 1863. Since then 11,190 soldiers 


have received aid, as classified in the fol- _ 


lowing statement: 
‘Secured transportation at reduced (goy- 
ernment) rate to 4,990; furnished transpor- 
tation paid by the Commission to 193; se- 
cured transportation by U. §. Quartermas- 
ter for 781; furnished carriage within the 
city, for sick and feeble, for 1,627; special 
attendance to their homes in charge of mes- 
sengers to 85; furnished lodging, 6,305; 


number of meals, 16,351—to 7,945; clothing - 
—number of garments, 677—to 355; aid in . 


arranging papers, 147; aid in obtaining 
pay, 190; medical advice, 400; wounds 
dressed, 279; procured commutation of ra- 
tions, 75; loaned money, 51; gave money, 
85; sent to hospital, 100; referred to local 
relief associations, 42; secured re-enlist- 
ment, 20; amount of back pay collected, 
$20,559 16; furnished undertaker’s servi- 
ces, 5; deaths, 2. 
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‘*Tn addition to the above, a considera- 
ble amount of aid has been rendered to res- 
ident, discharged, disabled soldiers and 
their families; permanent and remunera- 
tive employment having, in some instances, 
been obtained for disabled men, who, oth- 
erwise, would remain a helpless burden 
upon our charities. — 

*¢ Of the whole number thus aided, Maine 
has furnished 4,086; New Hampshire 768; 
Vermont 121; Massachusetts 4,422, Con- 
necticut 51; Rhode Island 50; New York 
140; New Jersey 2; Pennsylvania 34; Mary- 
land 3; District of Columbia 34; Ohio 86; 


_ Kentucky 18; Michigan 7; Indiana 7; Ili- 


nois 15; Kansas 7; Iowa 10; Minnesota 24; 
Wisconsin 17; Missouri 5; Tennessee 2; 
Louisiana 4; Alabama 2; Virginia 2; Geor- 
gia 2: Delaware, California, North Caro- 
lina, Mississippi, Florida, and rebel army, 
1 each; U. S. regulars, 550; U. S. Navy, 
‘102; veteran reserve corps, 608; corps d’- 
Afrique, 18. 

“‘'The Hospital Car service between New 
York and Boston, established under the di- 
rection of the Executive Committee of the 
‘Commission in this city, Nov. 2, 1864, has 
been attended with satisfactory results, 
4,805 soldiers having been transported. 

‘“‘The total expenditure for the year, as 
shown by the Treasurer’s account, has been 
$15,478.30, classified as follows: Rent and 
taxes, $640.49; furnishing repairs, $2,613.42; 
salaries, $2,148.61; traveling expenses, 
$212.57; advertising, $242.67; stationery 
and printing, $512.69; postage, $14; tele- 
grams, $6.64; hospital stores, $238.59; su- 
perintendent’s expense account, $6,877.07; 
miscellaneous, $240.67; hospital car trans- 
portation, $1,730.88. j 

“The average cost per man of the ser- 
vice for the first quarter, ending June 30, 


.1863, was $2.35; for the second quarter, 


ending September 30, 1863, $1.28; for the 
third quarter, ending December 31, 1863; 
$1.15; and for the fourth quarter, ending 
March 31, 1864, $1.08. 

‘«The necessary funds for the support of 
the ‘Special Relief Service’ of the Com- 
mission in this city are drawn from the 
Treasurer of the Boston Branch, J. Hunt- 
ington Wolcott, Esq. $10,000—being a 
portion of the proceeds of the Fair held in 
this city in December last, in aid of the 
Sanitary Commission—was donated for the 
support of this service, by the N. E. Wo- 
man’s Auxiliary Association. The amount 
in the treasury, April 1, 1864, was $6,863.32, 
which, at the current rate of expenditures 
for the last quarter, will suffice to meet the 


- expenses of the next four months. 


‘<The rooms are open at all hours of the 
day and night, and provision is made at the 
principal railway stations to meet such sol- 
diers as may require aid upon the arrival 
of trains, and convey them to the rooms or 
to connecting trains. 
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‘‘It is the policy of the Commission to 
facilitate the return of all soldiers to their 
homes or camps with the least possible de- 
lay, but during their delay they enjoy the 
comforts of a home, with cheerful surround- 
ings, and ever ready hands to minister all 
neéded aid and comfort. Their frequent 
and earnest expressions of pleasure and 
gratitude evince their appreciation of the 
beneficent services. thus rendered them.” 

To illustrate the great variety of cases in 
which the Commission has been of service 
to the soldier, Mr. Blatchford read several 
extracts from the record book, in which is 
recorded the name of every man who is in 
any way aided by the Commission, together 
with a sketch of the particular kind of help 
given him. These records were deeply in- 
teresting, and gave copious proofs of the 
efficiency of the organization. 





MARKED ARTICLES. 


Some of the marks which are fastened on 
the blankets, shirts, &c., sent to the Sani- 
tary Commission for the soldiers, show the 
thought and feeling at home. ‘Thus—on a 
home-spun blanket, worn, but washed as 
clean as snow, was pinned a bit of paper, 
which said: ‘‘ This blanket was carried by 
Milly Aldrich, (who is ninety-three years 
old,) down hill and up hill, one and a halt 
miles, to be given to some soldier.” 

On a bed quilt was pinned a card, saying: 
‘“ My son is in the army. Whoever is made 
warm by this quilt, which I have worked 
on for six days and almost all of six nights, 
let him remember his own mother’s love.” 

On another blanket was this: ‘‘ This 
blanket was used by a soldier in the war of 
1812—it may keep some soldier warm in 
this war against traitors.” 

On a pillow was written: ‘“‘This pillow 
belonged to my little boy, who died resting 
on it; it is a precious treasure to me, but I 
give it for the soldiers.”’ 

On a pair of woolen socks was written: 
‘‘ These stockings were knit by a little girl 
five years old, and she is going to knit some 


- more, for mother says it will help some 


poor soldier.”’ 

On a box of beautiful lint was this mark: 
‘‘Made in a sick room, where,the sunlight 
has not entered for nine years, but where 
God has entered, and where two sons have 
bid their mother good-bye, as they have 
gone out to the war.”’ 

On a bundle containing bandages was 
written: ‘‘ This is a poor gift, but it is all I 
had. I have given my husband and my boy, 
and only wish I had more to give, but I 
haven’t.”’ 

On some eye-shades were marked: ‘‘ Made 
by one who is blind, Oh, how I long to see 
the dear old flag that you are all fighting 
under.” —Sanitary Reporter. 
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NOTES ON NURSING. 


WHAT FOOD? 


I will mention one or two of the most common 
errors among women in charge of sick respecting 
sick diet. One is the belief that beef tea is the 
most nutritive of all articles. Now, just try and 
boil down a pound of beef into beef tea, evaporate 
your beef tea, and see what is left of your beef. 
You will find that there is barely a teaspoonful of 
solid nourishment to half a pint of water in 
beef tea;—nevertheless there is a certain repara- 
tive quality in it, we do not know what, as there 
is in tea; but it may safely be given in almost 
any inflamatory disease, and is as little to be de- 
pended upon with the healthy or convalescent 
where much nourishment is required. Again, 
it is an ever ready saw that an egg is equivalent 
to a pound of meat—whereas it is not at all so. 
Also, it is seldom noticed with how many pa- 
tients, particularly of nervous or bilious temper- 
ament, eggs disagree. All puddings made with 
eggs, are distasteful to them in consequence. 
An egg, whipped up with wine, is often the only 
form in which they can take this kind of nour- 
ishment. Again, if the patient has attained to 
eating meat, it is supposed that to give him 
meat is the only thing needful for his recovery; 
whereas scorbutic sores have been actually 
known to appear among sick persons living in 
the midst of plenty in England, which could be 
traced to no other source than this, viz.: that 
the nurse, depending on meat alone, had allow- 
ed the patient to be without vegetables for a 
considerable time, these latter being so badly 
cooked that he always left them untouched. 
Arrowroot is another grand dependence of the 
nurse. As a vehicle for wine, and a restorative 
quickly prepared, it is all very well. But it is 
nothing but starch and water. Flour is both 
more nutritive, and less liable to ferment, and 
is preferable wherever it can be used. 

Again, milk and the preparations from milk, 
are a most important article of food for the sick. 
Butter is the lightest kind of animal fat, and 
though it wants the sugar and some of the other 
elements which there are in milk, yet it is 
most valuable both in itself and in enabling the 
patient to eat more bread. Flour, oats, groats, 
barley, and their kind, are, as we have already 
said, preferable in all their preparations to all 
the preparations of arrowroot, sago, tapioca, 
and their kind, Cream, in many long chronic 
diseases, is quite irreplaceable by any other arti- 
cle whatever. It seems to act in the same man- 
ner as beef tea, and to most it is much easier of 
digestion than milk. In fact, it soldom disagrees. 
Cheese is not usually digestible by the sick, but 
it is pure nourishment for repairing waste; and 
I have seen sick, and not afew either, whose 
craving for cheese showed how much it was 
needed by them. 

In the diseases produced by bad‘food, such as 


. 


scorbutic dysentery and diarrhea, the patient’s . 


stomach often craves for and digests things, 
some of which certainly would be laid down ih 
no dietary that ever was invented for sick, and 
especially not for such sick. These are fruit, 
pickles, jams, gingerbread, fat of ham or bacon, 
suet, cheese, butter, milk. These cases I have 
seen not by ones, nor by tens, but by hundreds. 
And the patient’s stomach was right and the 


book was wrong. The articles craved for, in 
these cases, might have been principally arrang- 
ed under the two heads of fat and vegetable 
acids. ; 


There is often a marked difference between 
men and women in this matter of sick feeling. 
Women’s digestion is generally slower. 


But, if fresh milk is so valuable a food for the 
sick, the least change or sourness in it, makes it 
of all articles, perhaps, the most injurious; — 
diarrhea is a common result of fresh milk allow- 
ed to become atall sour. The nurse, therefore, 
ought to exercise her utmost care in this. In 
large institutions for the sick, even the poorest, 
the utmost care is exercised. Wenham Lake 
ice is used for this express purpose every sum- 
mer, while the private patient, perhaps, never 
tastes a drop of milk thatis not sour, all through 
the hot weather, so little does the private nurse 
understand the necessity of such care. Yet, if 
you consider that the only drop of real nourish- 
ment in your patient’s tea is the drop of milk, 
and how much almost all English patients de- 
pend upon their tea, you will see the great im- 
portance of not depriving your patient of this 
drop of milk. Buttermilk, a totally different 
thing, is often very useful, especially in fe- 
vers. | 

In laying down rules of diet, by the amounts — 
of © solid nutriment” in different kinds of food, 
it is constantly lost sight of what the patient re- 
quires to repair his waste, what he can take and 
what he can’t. You cannot diet a patient from-a 
book, you: cannot make up the human body as 
you would make up a prescription—so many — 
parts ‘‘carboniferous,”’ so many parts ‘ nitro- 
genous” will constitute a perfect diet for the 
patient. The nurse’s observation here will mate- 
rially assist the doctor—the patient's ‘‘ fancies” 
will materially assist the nurse. For instance, — 
sugar is one of the most nutritive of all articles, 
being pure carbon, and is particularly recom- 
mended in some books. But the vast majority 
of all patients in England, young.and old, male 
and female, rich and poor, hospital and private, 
dislike sweet things—and while I have never 
known a person take to sweets when he was ill 
who disliked them when he was well, I have 
known many fond of them when in health, who 
in sickness would leave off anything sweet, even 
to sugar in tea—sweet puddings, sweet drinks,, 
are their aversion; the furred tongue almost 
always likes what is sharp or pungent. Scorbu- 
tic patients are an exception, they often crave 
for sweetmeats and jams. aah 


Jelly is another article of diet in great favor 
with nurses and friends of the sick; even if it 


could be eaten solid, it would not nourish, but 


it is simply the height of folly to take 4 oz. of 
gelatine and make it into a certain bulk by dis- 
solving it in water, and then to give it to the 
sick, as if the mere bulk represented nourish- 
ment. It is now known that jelly does not 
nourish, that it has a tendency to produce 
diarrhea—and to trust it to repair the waste of 
a diseased constitution, is simply to starve the 
sick under the guise of feeding them. If one 
hundred spoonfuls of jelly were given in the 
course of the day, you would have given one 
spoonful of gelatine, which spoonful has no 
nutritive power whatever. 


And, nevertheless, gelatine contains a large 
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quantity of nitrogen, which is one of the most 
powerful elements in nutrition; on the other 
hand, beef tea may be chosen as an illustration 
of great nutrient power in sickness, co-existing 
with a very small amount of.solid nitrogenous 
matter. 

Dr. Christison says that ‘‘ every one will be 
struck with the readiness with which” certain 
classes of ‘‘ patients will often take diluted meat 
juice or beef tea repeatedly, when they refuse all 
other kinds of food.” This is particularly re- 
markable in ‘‘ cases of gastric fever, in which,” 
he says, ‘‘little or nothing else besides beef tea 
or diluted meat juice” has been taken for weeks 
or even months; ‘‘and yet a pint of beef tea 
contains scarcely } oz. of any thing but water.” 
The result is so striking, that he asks what is 
its mode of action? ‘Not simply nutrient—} 
oz. of the most nutritive material cannot nearly 
- replace the daily wear and tear of the tissues in 
any circumstances. Possibly,” he says, ‘it 
belongs to a new denomination of remedies.” 

It has been observed, that a small quantity of 
beef tea, added to other articles of nutrition, 
augments their power out of all proportion to 
the additional amount of solid matter. 

The reason why jelly should be innutritious 
and beef tea nutritious to the sick, is a secret 
yet undiscovered; but it clearly shows that 
careful observation of the sick is the only clue 
to the best dietary. 

Chemistry has as yet afforded little insight 
into the dieting of sick. All that chemistry 
can tell us is the amount of “ carboniferous” or 
‘‘nitrogenous” elements discoverable in differ- 
ent dietetic articles. It has given us lists of 
dietetic substances, arranged in the order of 
their richness in one or other of these princi- 
ples; but that is all. In the great majority of 
cases, the stomach of the patient is gnided by 
other principles of selection than merely the 
amount of carbon or nitrogen in the diet. No 
doubt, in this as in other things, nature has 
very definite rules for her guidance ; but these 
rules can only be ascertained by the most careful 
observation at the bedside. She there teaches 
us that living chemistry, the chemistry of repa- 
ration, is something different from the chemis- 
try of the laboratory. Organic chemistry is 
useful, as all knowledge is, when we come face 
to face with nature; but it by no means follows 
_ that we should learn in the laboratory any one 

of the reparative processes going on in disease. 
Again, the nutritive power of milk, and of the 
preparations from milk, is very. much under- 
valued; there is nearly as much nourishment 
in half a pint of milk as there is in a quarter of 
a pound of meat. But this is not the whole 
question or nearly the whole. The main ques- 
. tion is what the patient’s stomach can assimilate 
or derive nourishment from, and of this the 
patient’s stomach is the sole judge. Chemistry 
cannot tell this. The patient’s stomach must 
be its own chemist. The diet which will keep 
the healthy man healthy, will kill the sick one. 
The same beef which is the most nutritive of 
all meat, and which nourishes the healthy man, 
is the least nourishing of all food to the sick 
man, whose half-dead stomach can assimilate no 
part of it, that is, make no food out of it. On 
a diet of beef tea healthy men, on the other 
hand, speedily lose their strength.—Miss Night- 
ingale. 
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OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


1st. To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, eic., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being 
made against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
lies needing it. 
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The risk of war covered at the lowest current rates. 
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THE U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, 1861, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi- 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 


H. W, Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shiras, U. 8. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen’l U.S. A. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I, 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Il. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stillé, 4 : 
Kizra B. McCagg, Chicago, Il. 


OFFICERS: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrangements 
for supplying information gratuitously, with regard to 
patients in all the United States General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England States, EHast- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
‘‘ Office of Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C.’’ 


For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address ‘ Office of 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Tilinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address ‘Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky.’’ 


In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
was when last heardfrom. Ifthe application is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail; if in person, 
it will be answered at once; or if by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
expense. 


8G Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely disseminating 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special author- 
ity of the President of the United States, maintains 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
safe conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put 
in its charge for the sick and wounded at points 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
equal care and generosity at all points—at New Or- 


leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at ~ 


Chattanooga—its distributions being governed by a 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
societies, and all disposed to aid the sick and 
wounded, without reference to States or localities, 
but simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their offerings: ay 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

‘Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. . 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, O. ~ 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, IL 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s Block, Buffalo, New York. _ 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penn. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 

" eee} Commission, Branch Depot, Columbus, 
io. . 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the public for 
the means of sustaining its operations. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 
68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


General Superintendent, Rey. F. N. Knapp, Washing= 
ton, D. C. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. 

Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Wash« 
ington, D: C. f 

Soldier’s Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Boston. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between 13th and 14th Streets, 
~ Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station, 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D. C. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio—Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Sup’t. 7 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill.—O. N. Shipman, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, Sup’t. 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.—L. Crane, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio , Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio—Clark Warren, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.—C.W, 
Christy, Sup’t and Relief Agent. ’ 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, Sup’t. 


AGENCY FOR PENSIONS. 
William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washington, D. 0 
HOSPITAL OARS. 
Between Washington and New York—Sol. Andrews, 





-M. D., Surgeon in charge. 


Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 
Between Louisville and Murfreesboro’—Dr, J. P. Bars 
num, Surgeon in charge. 
SANITARY STEAMER, 
Cumberland River— New Dunleith. 
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RECEIVE 3 
























































(FROM JURIES 3 AND 4) 
AT THE 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
- CLOW IDORW, LSSL. 


Being Sole Awards gained by anything of the kind. It also received Superlative Report of 
‘EXCEEDING EXCELLENT FOR FOOD.” 


MAIZENA, 


At the GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION at HAMBURG, July, 1863, received 
the highest Prize Medal for its great delicacy as an article of food. 


MAIZENA, 


At the FAIR of the NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, at Utica, N. Y., 
September, 1863, received both Dretoma and MEpDAu. 


MAIZENA, 


‘AT THE 
Pennsylvania State Fair at Norristown, 


Oct. 3, 1863, Took Gorp MeEpau. . 

** MAIZENA” has also taken the first premium at the AMERICAN InstrrutE, New York 
City; New Jersey Stare Farr at Trenton, and at other places—in every instance where 
it has been exhibited. Kan 

““MAIZENA” has never failed to receive the highest award when placed in competi- 
tion with Corn Starch and all articles of like character, after a thorough Microscopical 
and Analytical Examination of disinterested judges. It therefore stands commended to 
the public as the best article of its kind in the world without any comments of the manu- 


facturer. 
MAIZENA, 


For Puddings, Cakes, Custards, Blanc Mange, &c., without isinglass, with few or no eggs, 
at a cost astonishing the most economical. Itisalso excellent for thickening sweet sauces, 
gravies for fish and meat, soups, &c. For Ice Cream, nothing can compare withit. A 
little boiled in milk will produce rich cream for Coffee, Chocolate, Tea, &c. 

Put up in one pound packages, under the trade mark ‘‘ Maizena,” with directions 
for use. 

A most delicious article of food for children and invalids of all ages. For sale by 
Grocers and Druggists everywhere. 


WHOLESALE DEPOT, 166 FULTON STREET. 
WM. DURYEA. General Agent, 


448 The winch Commission Bulletin. 


OFFICE OH THE | 
Columbian (Stlarine) Insurance 
COMPANY, 


CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 





CASH CAPITAL, - - - 1,000,000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863, 


Total Amount of Assets, Jantary 1/1864. SON. Siu oe wee $3,140,930 80 
Total Amount of Preminms.......--.¢u<eehs.s+csesa4eeueuucu eng 8,252,256 76 
Excess of Harned Premiums over Tiosses, &Cw,.. 45%. 2. 0 eee 1,137 063 33 
Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies....... 441 206 49. 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Harned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 


OF MOG sth. acalg Syl a severe Sw iole.c 3 hevalodenase skp eins hee epee en 269,614 80 
Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums.............cs0scss- 15 per cent. 
Dividend for -the Year to Stockholders +0: 202% 20). ae Shy 2G Der geiine 


LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Risks on which the Premium is paid in like Currency. 





DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the. end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new ik under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 


Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 
PER CENT. ) 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY Per cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks — 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cenr. 


Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate | of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 


DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, M. F. MERICK, ' ‘MOSES MERICK, . 

DANIEL W. LORD, WM. B. OGDEN, DAVID J. ELY, 

GEORGE MILN, JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MORRISON, 

JOHN ATKINSON, B. C. MORRIS, WM. H. POPHAM, 

THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, ANDREW J. RICH, B. C. MORRIS, Jr., ° 

WM. H. HALSEY, DAN’L W. TELLER, EZRA NYE, 
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THE SANITARY ComMISSION BULLETIN is published 
on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as it 
has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 
copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. . 

All communications must be addressed to the Ed- 
tior, at the office, 823 Broadway, and must be au- 
thenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the But- 
LETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, 
and on the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission—the Standing Committee feels a certain de- 
gree of reluctance to solicit subscriptions for it—and 
thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a 
definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of 
their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give 
notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. 'T. Strona, 68 Wall Street, or No. 
823 Broadway, New York, ) will secure its being sent 
to such contributor during the remainder of the cur- 
rent year, unless iis publication be sooner discon- 
tinued, 


Vou. I,—No. 15. 29 


Dr. FosteR JENKINS, General Secretary, 
U.S. Sanitary Commission: 


My Drsar Srr—Pursuant to the request 
of the Standing Committee, I beg leave to 
present the following informal report (ne- 
cessarily imperfect from’ the haste with 
which it has been prepared,) of the organ- 
ization and operations of the relief system 
of the Commission in N. E. Virginia since 
the opening of the present campaign. 

Tleft New York on the afternoon of Tues- 
day, May 10th, for the purpose of making 
a personal examination of the working of 
the Commission for the aid and relief of the 
wounded by the battles of the Wilderness 
and Spottsylvania. At Washington, I 
learned that the wounded had collected in 
immense numbers at Fredericksburg, and 
were already being transported to Belle 
Plain, on their way, by hospital transports, 
to Washington and Alexandria. Up to 
Sunday night, the 8th, everybody in 
Washington expected that the wounded 
would be sent to the rear via Rappahannock 
Station and the Orange and Alexandria 
Railroad, and to this end great preparations 
had been made by the Quartermaster’s 
Department under advice from the Medical 
Bureau. Immense trains of cars, with a 
full corps of surgeons, were sent out to the 
Rappahannock Station on that day. 

There they waited until the next day, 
when, it having been ascertained that the 
wounded were already in very large num- 
bers at Fredericksburg, the trains were 
ordered back to Alexandria. 

I make this introductory statement with 
some precision, since it furnishes a key to 
the difficulties which attended the care of 
the wounded at I’redericksburg during the 


450 


period from May 8th to Thursday, May 
12th. ‘ 

Fredericksburg is about ten miles from 
Belle Plain, and asthe railroad from Aquia 
Creek had been thoroughly destroyed, the 
most direct and available access to the 
thousands of wounded already gathered at 
the former place, was via Potomac Creek 
and Belle Plain Landing. The rebels had 
long ago destroyed the wharves at Belle 
Plain, but during the 8th and 9th of May, 
most vigorous efforts were made by the 
Quartermaster’s Department to prepare a 
temporary landing. To this landing, on 
Monday and Tuesday, (9th and 10th of 
May,) came a fleet of transports conveying 
ordnance stores, fighting rations, hospital 
appliances, and means of shelter for the in- 
coming wounded. The dock, a most credit- 
able structure, considering the time within 
which it was built, but, perhaps, hardly 
large enough for the demands made upon 
its capacity, presented a fearful scene when 
I arrived at Belle Plain on Wednesday after- 
noon. 

I found one of our supply barges, the 
Kennedy, at the dock, and Dr. Steiner 
directing the operations of the Commission. 
Down the right-hand side of the U-shaped 
dock, slowly moved a single file of army 
wagons filled with wounded men; at the 
end or corner of the dock, by the gangway 
of a large Government transport, stood 
that most efficient and admirable officer, 
Dr. Cuyler, Acting Medical Inspector Gen- 
eral, U. S. A., receiving the wounded, and 
superintending their removal from the 
wagons to the deck of the transport, pre- 
paratory to their transfer to the hospital 
steamboats that lay in the offing. After 
each wagon had deposited its living freight, 
it passed around theend of the dock to the 
lef-thand side, and there tookin ammunition 
or fighting rations, the orders being imper- 
ative to return to the front only with full 
leads of these indispensable supplies. 
Crowding along the narrow margin of the 
dock were continuous lines of men carry- 
ing litters and stretchers on which were 
such of the more severely wounded as had 
been removed from the wagons at the 
hospital tents, on the hill-side above the 
plain. Hour after hour, for several days, was 
this fearful procession kept up. It would 
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not be proper for me to state how many 
thousands thus passed under Dr. Cuyler’s 
inspection, but I cannot forbear mention- 
ing the most distinguished zeal, energy and - 
self-devotion with which his arduous duties 
were performed. His administrative skill, 
his quick and ready humanity, his almost 
ubiquitous presence, his self-denying ex- 
posure to the pelting rain, while laboring 
to secure prompt shelter to the wounded, 
his night work and day work, his personal 
attentions to even the little wants and 
minor discomforts of each individual suf- 
ferer, were the subjects of universal admira- 
tion: Dr. Brinton, (Medical Purveyor of 
the Army of the Potomac,) was also there, 
working with vigor in the difficult under- 
taking of forwarding medical supplies 
to Fredericksburg. 7 

By the end of the pier lay the barge Ken- 
nedy, the storeboat and headquarters of the 
Commission. Here, as elsewhere, every 
thing was astir. Gen. Abercrombie, com- 
mandant of the post, was making it his 
temporary headquarters. Outin the stream, 
amid a promiscuous collection of transports, 
lay the steamboat Rapley, loaded with 
stores from the Washington storehouses of ~ 
the Commission. Near her lay the barge 
Washington, with a load of army wagons 
and horses for the Commission’s service. — 
After great difficulty, and the exercise of 
no little ingenuity, the stores from the 
Rapley were put ashore, half a mile up the 
creek in small boats, and the wagons loaded © 
and sent to Fredericksburg. Capt. J. W. 
Clarke, of the Quartermaster’s Department, 
and Capt. Lubey, 15th Regiment New York . 
Engineer Corps, gave us most cheerful and 
essential aid in this work. Indeed, from 
all the officers at the post of the Commis- 
sion we received nothing but kind services 
and expressions of the heartiest good-will. 
Captains Pitkins and Lacey, of the Quar- 
termaster’s Department, provided every 
facility in their power, and from General 
Abercrombie and Colonel Cuyler, down, 
every body seemed to take pleasure in aid- 
ing us. From Monday the 9th, until this 
time, incessant exertions have been made 
by the officers of the Medical, Quarter- 
master’s, Commissary’s and Ordnance De- 
partments, to remove the wounded from 
the rear of the army and replenish the 
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trains for forward movements. No one at 
home can form any idea of the labors of the 
officers in these departments, day after day 
and night after night, oftentimes living 
meanwhile on the scantiest subsistence, 
such as coffee and crackers, and these hur- 
riedly taken. We are oftentimes loud in 
our praises of military commanders for 
achieving victory, but seldom give due 
eredit for the result to the quartermasters, 
: who work with almost superhuman energy 
at some base of supplies, and on whose 
talent, energy and fertility in resources the 
very existence of the army depends. The 
agents of the U. S. Sanitary Commission 
formed no mean feature in this scene of 
energy and successful labor. Up to May 
21st, the Commission sent nearly 200 tons 
of sanitary stores, including stimulants, 
farinaceous food, beef stock, condensed 
milk, bandages, &c., from Belle Plain and 
Fredericksburg. It will be interesting to 
note the fact here, that the relief service of 
the Commission has involved, since Gen. 
Grant crossed the Rapidan, and Gen. But- 
- ler went up the James River, the use of 
four steamboats, three barges and two 
schooners, for the transportation ofits stores 
from Washington to Belle Plain, and from 
Baltimore to Norfolk, the latter being the 
Commission’s base of supplies for Butler’s 
army. 

At Belle Plain, in addition to a relief 
station on the barge by the wharf, the 
Commission has maintained a corps of re- 
lief agents at .a feeding station near the 
hospital depot, providing food for thou- 
sands of weary and hungry men who arrive 
there in ambulances and wagons, and an- 
other at White Oak Church, half-way from 
Belle Plain to Fredericksburg, where hot 
coffee, soft crackers, and beef soup, have 
been issued to wounded and disabled men 
on their way to hospital, many of whom 
haye not tasted food for hours. 

The operations of the Commission at 
Belle Plain, including the movements of 
trains of supply wagons, have been con- 
ducted by Mr. F. N. Knapp, whose experi- 
ence in every branch of relief service has 
made his name the synonym for energy and 
beneficence wherever the Commission is 
known. 

At Fredericksburg, the Commission’s 
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work under the able direction of Dr. Doug- 
las, Chief Inspector, is three-fold: First, 
there is a large storehouse on Commercial 
Street, under the care of Mr. Johnson, from 
which, since the 9th’of May, about 200 tons 
of sanitary stores have been issued to hospi- 
tals upon the requisitions of surgeons. 
Secondly, a corps of relief agents number- 
ing from 160 to 225, under the leadership 
of Mr. Fay, divided into squads and as- 
signed to the various division hospitals. 
These relief agents report the wants of the 
hospitals to Mr. Fay, perform the duties of 
nurses, and seize every opportunity to 
minister to the complicated and various ne- 
cessities of the wounded, as indicated by 
the advice or orders of the surgeons in 
charge ofthem. Thirdly, special diet kitch- 
ens under the administration of Miss Wool- 
sey, Mrs. Gen. Barlow and Miss Gilson, while 
Mrs. Gibbons and daughter and Mrs. Hus- 
band, lend their expert services to the hos- 
pitals. The special diet kitchens are tents 
with ample cooking arrangements, pitched 
on the roads from the front to Fredericks- 
burg or Belle Plain. From these, soup, 
coffee, stimulants, soft bread and other food 
are issued to thousands of passing wounded. 
With the army, seven four-horse wagons 
carrying food, stimulants, underclothing 
and surgical dressings, constantly move 
under the direction of Dr. Steiner, the 
Commission Inspector for the Army of the 
Potomac, ana Mr. Johnson, whose services 
at Gettysburg, and now at Fredericksburg, 
form a bright record in the special relief 
work of the Commission. I should say 
here that these wagons moved with the 
army from Brandy Station, dispensing 
stores during the battles of the Wilderness, 
and then, passing with the wounded to 
Fredericksburg, went on to Belle Plain to 
re-load. 

The Commission has now forty odd four- 
horse wagons of its own, carrying sanitary 
stores from Belle Plain to Fredericksburg. 
On Monday, May 23d, thirty-one of these 
wagons, carrying nearly forty thousand 
pounds of sanitary stores went in one train 
from Belle Plain to Fredericksburg. On 
the same day, our steamboat, the Rapley, 
in charge of Mr. Anderson, with the barge 
Kennedy in tow, cleared from Belle Plain 
and went up the Rappahannock to add 
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still more largely to our supplies. Our 
work then for the sick and wounded of 
the army of General Meade may. be 
summed up, briefly, as follows: Two 
steamboats and two barges for conveying 
sanitary stores from Washington to Belle 
Plain; forty-four four-horse wagons for con- 
veying sanitary stores from Belle Plain to 
Fredericksburg and the front; over two 
hundred tons of sanitary stores sent to 
Belle Plain and Fredericksburg; over 200 
trained relief agents lending their best ener- 
gies to the hospitals and feeding stations. 
The outlay for the month of May, so far, 
has been over one hundred thousand dol- 
lars for the Army of the Potomac alone. 
You will remember that all these operations 
are in addition to what is being done by 
the Commission at Washington, for Gen- 
eral Sherman’s army, and at New Orleans 
and on the Red River. 

T should say, that at Fredericksburg the 
medical affairs were under the able manage- 
ment of Dr. Dalton, Medical Director, 
while large numbers of medical men from 
Boston, New York, Philadelphia and else- 
where, served day and night in the hospi- 
tals, aiding those devoted men, the army 
surgeons, in their exhaustive and most se- 
rious and self-denying duties. Who can 
sum up the value of the services of the 
army surgeons ? Who can describe in be- 
coming phrases a tithe of what they do for 
the thousands of suffering men thrown upon 
their care and skill by the fearful casualties 
of an active campaign. I never witness 
their conduct without a sense of the pro- 
foundest admiration and a renewed convic- 
tion that the best work of our Commission 
is that by which we endeavor, even in an 
humble way, to strengthen their hands by 
supplementary assistance. 

Sincerely yours, 
C. R. Aayew. 


U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION, 
BELLE PLAIN, Jiay 15, 1864, 


My Drar Dr. Jenxins—I cannot con- 
dense within the limits of such a note as 
can be written now, an account of the 
operations of the Commission at this point. 
You know the relations of Belle Plain land- 
ing to Fredericksburg; it is, in brief, that 
of atemporary base. The fearful accumu- 
lation of our wounded at Fredericksburg 





made it imperative to open communications 
again with sources of supply, and this point 
was selected. A temporary pier, in the 
form of a U, was hastily constructed on 


Monday, at the terminus of the Fredericks- _ 


burg wagon road. Over this pier and road 
a mingled crowd of army wagons and am- — 
bulances, stragglers and walking wounded, 
has passed since Monday last, forming a 
spectacle beyond description. We are 
using every hand and heart to their utmost 
power to meet our responsibilities to the 
wounded. We have used, in the trans- 
portation of our sanitary stores, two steam- 
boats and two barges. The Rapley, a fast 
steamboat, of about 150 tons, is plying con- 
stantly between Belle Plain landing and ~ 
Washington. She is chartered to convey 
stores by us, and carries not only stores, 
but constant additions,to our Field Relief — 
Corps. We have over two hundred active 
and able men in this corps, who give them- — 
selves night and day to the work of feeding 
the wounded, both at Fredericksburg and 
at Belle Plain landing. 

The dock space here is so inadequate, 
that the landing of our stores has been a 
work fraught with immense difficulty. This 
difficulty is increased by the character of 
the ground near the base of the pier. Wag- 
ons cannot turn, except on the dock, and 
even then they must move in a continuous 
single line around the gq. Owing to this 
peculiarity, there was on Wednesday a 
‘‘jam”’ of wagons, loaded with wounded, 
all along the road from the landing to 
Fredericksburg, a distance of eight or ten 
miles. These wagons bring in wounded 
and carry out ordnance stores and fighting 
rations. During this jam, and, indeed, 
ever since, we have been compelfed to con- 
vey our stores in small boats up Potomac 
Creek a considerable distance, to a point 
on the shore where the wagons can get 
across, and thus escape, to as great a degree 
as possible, the big tere and confusion of 
the landing. 

A barge arrived on Thursday with four 
additional four-horse wagons and eighteen 
horses, in addition to our previous stock of 
twelve wagons and forty-eight horses. It 
was necessary to put these wagons over- 
board, and obtain a gang of twenty colored 
men to drag them ashore to a point from 
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which the horses could haul them. Capt. 
J. W, Clark, a noble specimen of the Quar- 

~termaster’s Department, gave every facility 
and furnished the gang of men. 

Just as this work was done, the Rapley 
came down with a load of stores, and, not 
being able to get to the pier, discharged 

- into pontoon boats, furnished by Captain 
Timothy Lubey, 15th Regiment N. Y. En- 
gineer Corps, aided by a gang of laborers 
furnished by Captain Clark. 

It has required constant ingenuity and 
forethought to surmount these and similar 
difficulties; and yet we have sent thirty 
four-horse wagon loads of condensed milk, 
beef stock, woolen clothing, stimulants, 
crackers, &c., &c., to Fredericksburg, over 
a most horrid road. 

By a rough estimate, I suppose the 


amount of sanitary stores sent forward since | 
Tuesday to be about 35,000 pounds. To-day | 


we have sent for six additional four-horse 
wagons and twenty-four horses, so that our 


train will consist of about twenty-two wag- | 


ons and nearly one hundred horses. 

We have a stationary barge here at the 
landing; a large feeding station also, 
where thousands of men have received cof- 

_ fee, or punch, or crackers; and a special 


relief corps, consisting of students from | 


Princeton and Union Theological Semina- 


ries, and the Episcopal Seminary of New | 


York, with others from Boston, New York, 
Washington, &c., &c. This relief corps is 
mainly operating at Fredericksburg, under 
Mr. Fay; say about 130 at Fredericksburg, 


and the balance at the feeding station here. | 


I give these numbers in round terms, as 
the roster is not at hand at this moment. 
My figures will not vary half a dozen from 
the actual number, and I have endeavored 
to under-state rather than over-state. We 
are endeavoring to gain upon the demands 
at Fredericksburg, but as yet the calls are 
fearfully beseeching and exhaustive. Ten 
wagon loads of stores, sent on Wednesday 
to Fredericksburg, were issued in less than 
four hours. This will serve to show the 
demand. I go.to Fredericksburg to-day, 
not having been able to move from this 
point since my arrival on Wednesday. Dr. 
Steiner, our Chief Inspector for the Army 
ofthe Potomac, has been here, hard at work, 
since Tuesday; and Mr. Knapp takes charge, 
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from to-day, of the whole scheme of special 
relief and supply work. I cannot now say 
more; but must, befere I close, say just one 
word concerning that noble, self-sacrificing 
man, Col. Cuyler, M. D., U.S. A., who has 
conducted all the operations for the removal 
of the wounded by the hospital transports. 
I should fail in any attempt to describe his 
services. Day and night he has worked, 
not only in directing the movements, but 
in dressing wounds and giving personal 
and ingenious attention to the comfort and 
safety of the pressing crowd of the weary, 
wounded and exhausted. Dr. Cuyler is ably 
assisted by Dr. Thurston, Staff Surgeon. 

But not a moment remains to re-read this 
oradd more. Still the clatter, and rush, 
and confusion continue, and I wonder how 
T have managed to write even as much as 
this. Love to the brethren. 

Yours affectionately, 
C. R. AGNEw. 

N. B.—I must say further, that our barge 
lies next to that of the Medical Purveyor; 
the old flag is flying, and we constitute a 
general intelligence office and mail agency. 
Yesterday a bushel and a half of letters 
were deposited in our box by the soldiers 
for those at home. We send off one mail a 
day, and pay for such soldiers’ letters as 
are not prepaid. Gen. Abercrombie, the 
commandant of the post, made our barge 
his headquarters for twenty-four hours, and 
we have furnished tents for the quarters of 
several of the principal officers forming the 
military establishment atthe landing. Our 
agent is out taking names at Fredericks- 
burg for the Hospital Directory. 

Yours, GC. R. A. 

Dr. Steiner writes, May 23d: 

We are now twenty-five miles from Rich- 
mond; have been in the. saddle every day 
since we left, living as best we can on the 
army rations and such few articles as could 
be picked up on the road. We are now 
halted at Carmel Hill Church, and expect 
to cross the North Anna River this after- 
noon. 

Dr. Stevens reported yesterday, and was 
ordered to follow Abbott, in the 9th Corps, 
to turn over his wagon to him and then to 
devote himself to his special business in the 
9th Corps and whatever other corps might 
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be next him. Thus far I have kept with 
the 5th Corps. Harris having been detailed 
on other duty, I have been deprived of 

“my ordinary assistant. in keeping up the 
communication. J am, however, satisfied 
that the work is being well done. 

3 o'clock, P. M.—I have just come down 
to the North Anna; the army is just cross- 
ing. Noopposition has been offered. The 
fight is expected to take place somewhere 
about Hanover Court House. 

6 o’clock, P. M.—The-rebels have made 
their appearance in the woods, and have at- 
tacked our troops hardly in line of battle, 
with great vigor and spitefulness. Happen- 
ing to be within ten feet of the rear of the 
line of battle when the musketry ope:ed, Mr. 
Marsh and I had a splendid opportunity of 


hearing A. P. Hill’s bullets and shells. We | 


didn’t avail ourselves of the privilege for a 
very long time, but beat a retreat to the river, 
re-crossed, and reached the hospitals of the 
corps, which had just been established by 
the medical officers. The result of the bat- 
tle of North Anna was the frustration of the 
rebel design of destroying one of our corps, 
our driving them about a mile from their 
field of battle, leaving two hundred and 
twenty-four wounded and a few killed, and 
taking about three hundred prisoners. 


This morning the rebels have disappeared. - 


The 6th Corps crossed last night to sup- 
port the 5th—our corps, as I now call it. 
Hancock crossed somewhere below yester- 
day, and judging from the booming of can- 
non all the morning, he must now be en- 
gaged withthe enemy. The firing has been 
incessant for some hours. 

The next fight, unless this operation of 
Hancock’s brings it on to-day, will take 
place at Hanover Court House. 

The work from here on is likely to be ter- 
rific. 

Only be prepared for the new base. You 
don’t know how grateful a thing it was to 
me to see almost every needy in the hospi- 
tals of the 5th Corps supplied with our 
shirts. Give us large supplies from the new 
base. Ishall need Freeman for my own use. 

Mr. Marsh is now taking the names of 
the wounded at the battle of North Anna. 

Our clothing left by the wagons in the 
15th Corps Hospital is doing splendid duty 
now. 
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The New York Times correspondent says, 
writing from Port Royal, May 28: 


The wounded began to arrive on Wednes- 
day evening, and as good luck or good 
management would have it, two steamers, - 
two barges, a schooner, and a tug boat, all _- 
heavily with the stores of the United States © 
Sanitary Commission, got here in advance, 
and more than a hundred willing men and 
women were ready to administer to the 
comfort of the suffering, who were faint 
and exhausted by a long ride of twenty or 
thirty miles from the front, some in ambu- 
lances, but more in the springless army 
wagons. Hvyery wounded man was kindly 
cared for, and the good work has been kept 
up night and day, until now it is anfounc- 
ed that all those wounded up to yesterday 
have been sent here, and that probably no 
others will come to this point. The men 
have been mainly left in the vehicles, until 
sent on board the arriving boats, to be ear- 
ried direct to Washington. The Sanitary 
Relief Corps have gone from wagon to 
wagon carrying coffee, beef tea, farina, 
milk punch, &c., and giving out crutches, 
and affording other relief as needed. TI 
estimate the number of wounded arriving 
here at about 2,000. As I said of both Belle 
Plain and Fredericksburg, I say here, that 
the relief and comfort afforded to the 
sick and wounded at this point alone have 
abundantly repaid all the efforts ever made 
to put funds into the treasury of the Sani- 
tary Commission. I doubt not that hun- 
dreds of lives have been saved. If any 
others arrive, there are now complete hos- 
pital boats ready to receive them; and at 
least part of the Sanitary Commission forces 
and supplies will soon moye to another 
point, (where you will announce in due 
time, if not proper now:) 

x x * * * x 

All seem cheerful and confident of sue- 
cess; even the wounded express unbound- 
ed confidence. Every inch of ground 
gained by our troops forward, whether for 
strategical or other purposes on the part 
of the army, gives confidence to the men. 
The next field of operations for the Sani- 
tary Commission will probably be well to- 
ward Richmond. The present volunteer 
force have worked unceasingly night and 
day for three weeks, and many of them will 
continue in the field as — as possible. 
The present expenditures of the Commis- 
sion are on a vast scale, the managers 
deeming it their duty to spare no expense 
to give the most prompt and efficient re- 
lief to every wounded man over the vast 
field now covered by our extensive military 
operations. Everybody connected with 
the Commission is, I know, too busy to stop 
to render any account of their stewardship 
just now. ‘The soldiers and the country 
will owe them a great deal of gratitude for 





the earnestness and fidelity with which 
they are executing their heaven-born trust. 

Below I send you a list of soldiers buried 
at Port Royal. They are all buried in one 
spot, and their graves are numbered in the 
order that I have numbered the names 
below. 


1. S. V. Martin, Co. I, 87th Penn.—died May 25. 

2. Morris Canain, Battery M, 7th N. Y. Artillery—died 
May 28. 

3. James Ferrell, Co. C, 104th N. Y.—died May 26. 

4. Serg’t G. Pritchard, Co. D, 143d Penn. Vols.—died 
May 25. : 

5. Henry C. Merness, Co. C, 12th Ky., 2d Bat. U.S. In- 
fantry—died May 26. 

6. Michael Drew, Co. C, 91st Penn. Vols., of Richmond, 
Penn.—died May 26. 

7. B. Merithan, (1st Serg’t)Co. I, 4th Me.—died May 26. 

8. Henry W. Toye, Co. A, 16th Penn. Cav., Venango 
County, Penn.—died May 26. 

9. John Hannum, Co. D, 1st N. Y. Artillery—died 
May 26. me 

10. Capt. Henry W. Davis, ist N. Y., Battery E—died 
May 27. 

11, Alexander De Forrest, 10th Mass.—died May 27. 

12. Unknown, 9th Mass. Vols., (residence, Malden)— 
died May 27. 

13. Thomas B. Story, Co. H, 102d Penn. Vols.—died 
May 27. 

14. A. P. Matton, Co. C, 105th Penn. Vols.—died May 27. 

15. Joseph Vaughn, Co. EH, 61st Penn. Vols.—died 
May 27. 

16. Unknown, anchor and shield on left arm in India 
ink—died May 27. 

17. Unknown, 7th Loyal Virginia Vols.—died May 27. 

18. James Grace, 63d N. Y.—died May 27. 

19. C. Lewis Franklin, Co. F, 7th R. I. Vols.—died 
May 27. : 

20. Unknown—probably of Howlyton, Broome County, 
N. Y.—died May 27. 

21. Unknown. 

22. Unknown. 

23. Unknown. 


The above were on their way home, and 
died before or after arriving at Port Royal. 
They were buried by the Sanitary Commis- 
sion Corps, with religious services at the 
graves. The graves are neatly rounded 
up, with head-boards having the above 
markings. A beautiful large bouquet of 
fresh flowers was planted upon the head of 
each grave, and the whole left in the charge 
of George Smith, a good old colored man 
residing near, who promised to do all he 
would be allowed to to keep the graves in- 
violate andin order. A more interesting 
spot, and a more affecting interment I 
never witnessed. There, at least, is ‘‘sa- 
ered soil.” 


The following list of the principal arti- 
eles carried to Port Royal by the United 
States Sanitary Commission on Wednesday 
evening, May 26, will show what is being 
done with the ‘‘ funds,” and what the Field 
‘Relief Corps have to work with among the 
sick and wounded: 


425 bed ticks. 

265 blankets. 

596 coarse combs. 

120 fine combs. 

132 medicine cups. 

80 pieces mosquito net. 


45 tin dippers. 

115 mattresses. 

148 candlesticks. 

494 knives and forks. 
112 wooden pails. 

90 stretchers. 


331 pillows. 50 canes. 
556 pillow ticks. 1,830 crutches. 
210 towels. 2 bales oakum. 


2,320 tin cups. 
650 tin plates. _ 
250 tin basins, 
115 tin buckets. 
541 tin spittoons. 


62 urinals. 
264 chambers. 
250 bed-pans, 
72 spittoons. 
61 spit cups. 
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1,000 feet lumber. 3,132 pounds chocolate. 
50 barrels cabbage or curry.|80 pounds dried apples. 
218 barrels saurkraut. 325 gallons pickles. 
5,676 cans tomatoes. 28 boxes corn starch. 
443 pounds butter. 8 barrels white sugar. 
455 pounds cheese. 8 barrels brown sugar. 
24 barrels potatoes. 6 chests tea. 

10 cases smoking tobacco. |132 bottles vinegar. 

2 boxes pipes. 720 bottles brandy. 

702 pounds tamarinds. 600 bottles wine. 

168 lanterns. 1,360 bottles whisky. 
571 woolen drawers. — 4716 barrels porter. 

874 canton flannel drawers. |120 bottles alcohol. 

67 pants. 108 bottles Jamaica rum. 
1,762 handkerchiefs. 108 bottles bay rum. 
3,781 woolen shirts. 102 bottles cologne. 

290 canton shirts. 1,000 pills camph. et opii. 
206 hospital shirts. 36 pounds chloroform. 
84 blouses. 160 pounds candles. 

492 shoes. 402 palm fans. 

12 pairs low boots. 15 barrels bandages. 
540 slippers. 13 barrels old linen. 
2,470 woolen socks. Splints. 

313 wrappers of cotton. 15,500 envelopes. 

4,032 cans condensed milk. |3114 reams paper. 

1,728 cans beef. 157 dozen pen holders. 
336 cans meats.: 14 gross pens. 

72 cans mutton. 168 bottles ink, 

528 cans poultry. 200 new newspapers. 

60 pounds extra coffee. 


A dispatch to the Associated Press from 
Washington, May 31, says: 

The Sanitary Commission’s steamer John 
R. Thompson, left Baltimore last evening 
with sanitary stores, (her second load,) 
bound for Bermuda Hundred, where she 
has been stationed for the past fortnight. 

The propeller Elizabeth, one of the Bal- 
timore and Philadelphia line, has also been 
chartered by the Sanitary Commission, and 
was last night loaded with some forty tons 
of ice and eighty tons of assorted sanitary 
stores, and dispatched to the James River, 
The Thompson and Elizabeth each carried 
its corps of relief agents. Three other boats 
in the employ of the Sanitary Commission 
left the mouth of the Rappahannock at 
daylight yesterday morning, for the new 
base of the Army of the Potomac. 


DIARY OF A RELIEF AGENT ON THE 
RAPPAHANNOCK. 
BELLE PLAIN, Va., May 23, 1864. 

It was impossible to get a clearanve 
and away before 9 A. M. I spent the 
morning in writing orders and digesting 
plans. On arrival at Aquia Creek, found 
every indication of an early, if not imme- 
diate relinquishment of that point. Mr. 
Clampitt had gone to Fredericksburg to 
come down with a train of wounded, and I 
was unable to see him; but left Mr. Wood 
and Chaplain Conwell with ‘‘ Mac,” to take 
care of matters. Arriving at this place, 
was greatly perplexed by finding that the 
tug which towed down the Hoboken was a 
Government one, and had gone off on Goy- 
ernment business. Further, that nothing 
would be left here at 10 A. M., Tuesday. 
The Washington, Hoboken, and Kennedy, 
with all our stores and employees, would, 
if I followed your instructions, be left with- 
out any certainty of removal; and though 
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I earnestly feel the necessity for pushing 

on, yet, in view of the probability that the 

Kent will be at Port Royal on, Tuesday 

evening, and in view of the unexpected 

state of things here, I assumed the respon- 

sibility of providing for the barges and the 

agents who have worked so faithfully, fear- 

ful that assistance from Washington might 

arrive too late, as you did not know the- 
change wrought in twelve hours. 

Being unable to find Captain Pitkin, I 
consulted his assistant in reference to tow- 
ing the barges to a safe place, where you 
could pick them up; but, first, he couldn’t 
tell where a safe place was; second, Gov- 
ernment had more than use for its tows; 
and, third, we might leave to-night. After- 
wards finding Captain Pitkin, he asked me 
about our barges, and said he wanted one, 
but wouldn’t take her off our hands, as his 
necessities were but for afew days. I re- 
quested him to accept the loan of the Wash- 
ington as long as he wished it, and if he 
would put freight, not men, aboard, part of 
the Hoboken was at his disposal. ‘‘ Good! 
that’s the way to talk! T’ll tow all your 
barges to Port Royal for you,” was the 
reply. I then, feeling that it was the best, 
though we may not need all the barges at 
Port Royal, handed over the Washington 
and Hoboken. The Rapley had already 
towed the Hoboken out beyond the gun- 
boats, and was making for the upper wharf 
after the Washington, when Captain Pitkin 
ordered a little tug to countermand my 
order, which the little tug vainly supposed 


it could do by shooting off its shrill little | 


whistle in all imaginable, and non-imagin- 
able manners. In the mean time, Captain 
Harris arrived, and accepted an appoint- 
ment as superintendent of land transporta- 
tiun. I placed him in full charge of the 
trains, empowering him to appoint such 
_assistants, and establish such regulations, 
as he may deem expedient. It will be his 
duty to take supplies from the water base, 
and to forward them to such point, or 
points, as may be conveniently reached by 
the Auxiliary and Relief Corps. He re- 
ported that his train of twenty-eight, I 
think, wagons was ready to start with sup- 
plies for Fredericksburg; also, that three 
horses and two wagons were unable to stand 
the trip; that every thing at his camp was 
removed, except some water casks. JI ran 
up with the Rapley to take the wagons and 
horses on board; but finding Captain Strick- 
land, Quartermaster, in charge, for whom 
Captain Pitkin had procured the Washing- 
ton from me, and learning that he was send- 
ing stock to Washington, requested him to 
take ours along, which he promptly agreed 
todo. The last load of tents from Harris 
Camp was brought aboard the Rapley by 
Myr. Whittelsey, in the small boat Quinta, 
and we pulled for the lower wharf. Every 
thing had been gotten aboard, except the 
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tent loaned to General Abercrombie, and 
one to the telegraph operators. As Mr. 
Williams had spoken to the General, I did 
not think it advisable to bother him again. 
Leaving Whittelsey and Freeman in charge 


of the Kennedy, together with Mrs. Spen- 


cer’s men and our own laborers, Mr. Wil- 
liams took aboard his corps, and we ran up 
the Aquia. I had been informed by Captain 
Clark that nothing was safe there long, and 
was in the act of pulling down Clampitt’s 
tents, when I heard you asking questions 
about it. Clampitt was put aboard your 
tug, Governor Curtin. After you left, we 
were detained some time by a piece of old 
pile which got jammed between the arms 
of the port wheel and the hull; and, as we 
lay within hailing distance, were yelled at 
by some body, to the effect that fifteen 
hundred wounded would come down by 
railroad, and would need feeding. Fearing 
that there might be as many thousands at 
Port Royal awaiting us, and having been 
told by the surgeon that they were not suf- 
fering in the slightest, as you remember, I - 
replied that you would be back in an hour 
on the tug; that our ‘‘small issue” barge 
was at Belle Plain, and that you would get 
them every thing they could possibly need. 
So soon as the wheel was cleared, we steam- 
ed off for the head of Kettle Bottom Shoals, 
and tied to a schooner, it being impossible 
for us to pass the shoals at night. Several 
barges were there,and by 12 0’clock all hands 
were asleep. Mr. Williams and I spent the 
evening in discussing our work and digest- 
ing details. We have twenty-six Sanitary 
Commission people aboard, and twenty-one 
of a crew. It is hard to tell which party 
has been worked the hardest; and the ‘* hu- 
man form divine’ may be seen sprawled, 
knotted, and almost dangling on and from 
decks, boxes, bales of straw, and guards. 
They need it, poor fellows, for they have 
worked gloriously. It wouldn’t have been 
a remarkable surprise to have seen some 
body asleep on top of the smoke stack. 
For myself, I succeeded in gaining a sky- 
light for a pillow. The cabin was surren- 
dered to Mrs. Spencer. To-day, Tuesday, 
May 24, we got away at 4.30; at 1, had 
Point Lookout abeam; and now, 3 P. M., 
are heading for the Rappahannock. Tor- 
tunately the bay is comparatively smooth, 
though there are some pale faces, and we 
are making a good run. 

IT have appointed Mr. Williams, General 
Superintendent of the work of the San- 


itary Commission, at the water base on 


the Rappahannock, and Mr. Thompson, 
Superintendent of Special Relief at the 
water base—designing in case Mr. Fay 
should be with us there, to place Mr. T. 
under his orders, and in case he should 
not, to have Mr.T. supervise, and be re- 
sponsible for the feeding of the wounded. 
He is authorized to appoint such assistants 
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and secure such aid as may be found neces- 
cary; and will be kept near at hand to us, 
ready for emergencies. He has selected 
nineteen of the force abroad, eleven to aid 
- with himself, and the rest to be with Mrs. 
Spencer, who is under his charge. My 
plan is to divide the work into appropriate 
departments—place a reliable man at the 
head of each, and while giving him every 
facility possible, yet hold him responsible 
for the work. Accordingly, Mr. T. is di- 
rected to be able to detail at any moment, 
a captain, who can break in new men, and 
run a new squad. 
report semi-weekly all the facts and inci- 
dents of his department. He estimates 
that he fed 22,000 at Belle Plain. I have 
requested him to write up a report of that 
work.’ I shall, so far as possible, secure 
full reports from the various agents, in 
order that you may know what we are 
about. 

About 4.80 P.M., we rounded the guard- 
ship at the mouth of the Rappahannock, 
and were ordered to anchor and await a 
convoy. ‘The Medical Purveyor’s tug was 
close by, and a Sanitary Commission pen- 
nant was fluttering from the Kent, along- 
side of which we anchored. Mr. Clark 
came aboard to report—I showed him my 
instructions; he had arrived Tuesday 24th, 
at 11 A. M., and received similar orders 
from the gunboats. Boarding her I found 
her tonnage to be 260; her invoice admi- 
rably selected and full; Mr. Clark in 

charge, with Capt. Gofts, as Quartermas- 
ter; Mr. Beck and Mr. Swan, as assistants, 
together with a crew of seventeen men— 
charter, $225. The saurkraut schooner 
had received orders to make sail from Fort 
Monroe for Rappahannock. She had not 
arrived, nor had any of our barges, but, 
doubtless, would obey her instructions, 
and anchor till further orders. I shall 
probably dispatch the tug Curtin for her, 
after the Kennedy is landed at Port 
Royal. 
WEDNEsDAY, May 25, 1864, 

Obeying orders from the gunboat, we 
were under weigh at 5 A. M., with quite a 
respectable fleet of transports and tows, the 

gunboat Dragon acting as convoy. The 
river is broad, water good, and banks 
fringed with green foliage, which also acts 
as a beautiful frame to the occasional white 
farm-houses. About 8, the gunboat stop- 
ped to wait for the rest of the fleet, and 
the Rapley and Kent followed in the wake 
of a large transport sea propeller. The 
City of Albany is far ahead of the trans- 
port. I have had certain persons selected 
as suitable men to place on transports re- 
turning with wounded; and also, a table of 
supplies, calculated for one hundred men 
for one day. Should emergencies arise, 
we can speedily determine from the num- 
ber of patients and their destination, the 
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amount and kind of stores to be put on 
board, and the agent to go with them. On 
arrival, unless affairs at Port Royal change 
the decision, I shall have the cargo of the 
Rapley discharged into the Kent, retain the 
Kent until the barge arrives, and send back 
the Rapley in charge of Mr. Clark. Will 
most probably place Mr. Beck in charge of 
the Kent, and {Mr. Swan as his assistant. 
Purpose to retain the Kent until the 
barge arrives, and then dispatch her, unless 
there is a great demand. I can’t keep 
feeling apprehensive, and yet I agreed with 
Harris that, so far as we could tell, the 
Fredericksburg route was the safest and 
speediest. That Harris is a noble man. 
At 11 A. M., passed Rappahannock village. 
Some negroes waving handkerchiefs; the 
gunboats will probably pick them up. 4 
P. M.,—are just rounding into Port Royal; 
have passed one of the most elegant houses 
on the South shore. Some ladies and a 
couple of gentlemen sitting on the veranda, 
waved handkerchiefs to them, ‘‘ which, 
they didn’t see it,” as Artemus Ward re- 
marks. Plenty of contrabands have welcom- 
ed us at many points, but no white people. 
Several vessels are lying at Port Royal, 
gunboats among others. Have passed some 
elegant places for guerrillas, but fortunate- 
ly without disturbance. State of Maine 
just gone with wounded, saluted us. On 
arrival, directed Mr. Clark to lower his 
boat and visit the steamers in port, to see 
what ones would grant us transports, and 
what ones would need supplies. At the 
same time I took the Juniata, which we 
had towed from Belle Plain, and nailing a 
erutch, with a Sanitary Commission flag to 
her, put out to Port Royal in search of, our 
men. Getting no trace, I crossed over the 
river, and proceeding to Gen. Abercrom- 
bie’s headquarters, informed him of our 
arrival and desire to facilitate matters. 

Learned from him that a train of wound- 
ed would likely arrive during the evening. 
Re-crossed the river; and, by the way, it 
was pouring rain all the afternoon and 
night. I succeeded in finding Dr. Cuyler, 
on a search for houses suitable for hospi- 
tals. He greeted us most cordially. We 
arrived an hour before his barges, and 
about an hour after General Abercrombie 
—long before his train wasin. Dr. Cuyler 
asked me what we wanted, and, of course, 
we preferred a house, whereupon he assign- 
ed one to us; but finding from his staff, 
(Captains Pitkin and Clark,) that there is 
no probability at present of our remaining 
longer than four or five days, I have not 
yet used it. 

On returning to the wharf, I met Mr. Le 
Baron, who had left Fredericksburg Tues- 
day evening, bringing a note to you from 
Mr. Fay, requesting that the Rapley be 


sent up to bring our agents off. Coming 


aboard, I directed Mr. Thompson to tak 
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ashore his corps, and proper material for 
feeding six hundred wounded about to ar- 
rive. Pulling to Captain Hookiss’s gun- 
boat, on which Mr. Le Baron had come 
down, had quite a talk with Captain H., 
and learned that the Weems would proba- 
bly go up to-night. Returned, relieved 
Mr. Clark, and directed him to turn over 
the Kent to Mr. Williams. Requested Mr. 
Williams to proceed with her in the wake 
of the Weems, and, under convoy, to Fred- 
ericksburg. Wrote to Captain Harris and 
Dr. Douglas. Sent the Kent instead of the 
Rapley, because, first, she is larger, and is 
not so crowded with stores; second, has 
more coal; and, third, runs fast. 

Captain Harris had arrived at Fredericks- 
burg Tuesday, 10 or 11 A. M., and I am 
greatly perplexed to know what he ought 
todo. Ithink he had better come here, 
unless he has pushed on to Millford. I 
went ashore in hopes of finding him, and 
tramped all around the country. ‘Thompson 
had got an old house; and lanterns, buck- 
ets of coffee and crackers were constantly 
accompanying pairs of legs in and out. 

On the hearth was a bright fire of wood 
and a brighter fire of womanhood, both of 
them boiling coffee and dispensing cheer- 
fulness. 

The wounded Were in army wagons, and 
had come from a point a mile and a half 
beyond the North Anna River, a ride of 
thirty miles. They had had nothing to 
eat, by their report, for some time. 

Mr. Bloor came with the train. They 
were thoroughly fed, our men being at 
work until 3 A. M. 

THURSDAY, May 26. 

Kent sailed for Fredericksburg, in charge 
of Mr. Williams, at 5 A. M. Six hundréd 
more wounded had arrived. 

We have given out two thousand six hun- 
dred meals.. At 12, seventy-five ambulances 
are reported as expected. We are all work- 
ed terribly. I pray that some of them may 
come from Fredericksburg to-night. 

Dr. Cuyler wishes to supply us with stove, 
cauldrons, bread, &c. I accepted. Got a 
guard to bury six men who had died en 
route. Commissary is not issuing. Have 
had to supply Captain Pitkin and several 
quartermasters with food, also gunboats. 
Your dispatch is received. Curtin not ar- 
rived; when she does, willsend the schooner 
back. You had better have a steamer, with 
cargo, anchored at mouth of York River, to 
go up as soon as White House is garrison- 
ed. Appearances may change, but at pres- 
ent nothing indicates a week’s delay here. 

By midnight we will have given four 
thousand six hundred meals. 

Key Port and Lizzie Baker just arrived 
from Fredericksburg; but no transports 
here to take off their wounded. 

In great haste, yours, 
J. A. ANDERSON. 
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GENERAL BANKS’S ARMY. 


Dr. Crane writes from New Orleans, April — 


29: 


Since writing you on the 22d inst., little 


has occurred here of interest. I have re- 
ceived from the front four letters—two from 
Mitchell dated on the 21st inst., one from 
Mitchell and one from Stevens dated on 
the 26th. These four letters I now enclose 
to you. 

Mr. Chadwick, agent for the Cincinnati 
Branch, returned from Alexandria to-day. 
He gives good accounts of the work done 
by our agents. I shall send up to-morrow 
by Mr. Edgerly a pretty large supply of 
vegetables, dried fruit, &c., for general dis- 
tribution in camp. 

Mitchell, Stevens, Barnard, Foote, Mil- 
ler, Hildreth and Reynolds, are at Alexan- 
dria. Edgerly goes on the Laurel Hill. 


Grant and Kimball are in the storehouse. - 


Furniss attends to securing transportation, 
&e., &e. Boltwoodis now in the storehouse 
awaiting transportation to Pensacola. ‘The 
condition of the refugees at that station— 
women and _ helpless children—who have 
come within our lines, demands immediate 
attention. Gen. Asboth has written to me 
about it, and I have directed Mr. Boltwood 
to proceed to Pensacola and investigate the 
matter. 

I have written somewhat at length about 
the subject to Dr. Jenkins. It is an im- 
portant one, and I hope the Commission 
will feel it to be their duty to act upon it 
directly. ; 

The ‘Tempest has arrived, and we have 


been receiving her cargo to-day. The in- — 


voice is a splendid one ; it measurably fills 
the great gap created by the recent run 
upon our stores. 

The net result of the recent benefit and 
subscription list in our behalf was $2,052.25. 

I send you a copy of the Hra of the 26th 
inst., which will give you the former state- 
ment. 
The weather is now quite hot and sum- 
mer is in, and the demands for ice are fre- 
quent. It can be obtained in this city for 
114 cents per lb., delivered in quantities to 
suit. Should a shipment be considered de- 
sirable there will be no difficulty in ob- 
taining an ice-house. 


The accounts from the Red River are sad 
enough. 


As Mr. Foote was unwell, I concluded to 
send Mr. Chadwick with a large supply of 
stores to the front to communicate and act 
with Messrs. Stevens and Barnard. Yes- 
terday I sent up to the Rapids, on teams 


Mr. Mitchell, writing from Alex- 
-andria, April 21, says: 
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for transportation to the army, a large 
quantity of potatoes, pickles, lemons, claret, 
condensed milk, beef stock, farina, band- 
ages and other field supplies, which I knew 
would be needed in view of the abandon- 
ment and legitimate consumption of medi- 
' cal supplies during the two days’ fight. In 
the evening, much to our annoyance, we 
received information that no stores would 
be sent forward until further orders. A 
boat loaded with commissary stores return- 
ed to the Falls still loaded, and it soon be- 
came quite evident that the intention of 
our commanders is to return at least as 
far as this point. The troops here were 
under arms until 4 A. M. to-day, and the 
Superior has just arrived here, having 
been fired into at Bayou Sara and 15 miles 
below this place, with artillery, killing two 
men of the 3d R. I. Cavalry and wounding 
sixteen. 

The gunboats, numbering some twenty 
in all, with many of our large transports, 
will be unable to cross the Falls from above. 
_ The Navy I propose to look after, and to 

issue to it a large portion of our stores at 
the Rapids, which they may stand in need 
of, and which we cannot get to the army. 

The potatoes by the Chateau are just 


unloaded to-day. I willissue them to-mor- . 


row to hospitals and troops. Have heard 
nothing from Stevens or Barnard. Foote 
is sick. Chadwick is under orders to com- 
municate with Stevens with stores, but, as 
I have explained, is unable to. I will re- 
tain him to assist at the storehouse until 
Mr. Footeisabletotake charge. ‘‘ Philip,” 
** Jim” and ‘‘ Charlie,” are all kept busy. 
_ Thave had not an hour unoccupied in day- 
light as yet, and this fact must apologize 


for my hurried and disconnected communi-’ 


cations, 
On the 26th, he adds: 


Thanks to the courtesy of Capt. Welch, 
Quartermaster at this point, I turned over 
to him for transportation to Mr. Stevens, 
at Grand Ecore, a large amount of all kinds 
of hospital stores, potatoes, lemons, milk, 
farina, corn starch, sugar, ice, tobacco, 
pipes, clothing, &c., &c. All these were 
sent above the Falls on Friday, 22d inst. 
Mr. Chadwick was to have gone up with 
them, and to have aided Mr. Stevens in 
the distribution; he was also to have com- 
municated with Mr. Barnard, to whom I 
sent word to return, that he might assist at 
this point. | 

On the evening of the 22d Capt. Welch 
told me that he had orders to send no more 
boats up the river. This, we concluded, 
meant that the army was to return. On 
the morning of the 23d I sent Mr. Chad- 
wick to the Falls to distribute such of our 
stores to the gunboats at that point as they 
might need, He was prevented from ac- 
complishing this, as the stores were sent 


. tillery. 


back to me before he arrived there. Mr. 
Chadwick, however, succeeded in render- 
ing aid to the 550 sick on board the Ew- 
ing, by distributing stores brought back 
for want of transportation by Mr. Barnard. 
Mr. Barnard was already on board, hard at 
work and faithful to his mission. 

On the 24th inst. we were all busy in 
looking after the sick on the Ewing, the 
wants of the hospitals, and the various 
calls made on us by the detachments of 
sick on board some seven transports, sent 
down from Gen. Smith’s fleet. We also 
issued to every company of Gen. Grover’s 
command half a barrel of potatoes, for 
which we were often thanked. . 

The convalescent men on board the seven 
transports were sent to the Rest,where Mr. 
Reynolds was kept continually busy in pro- 
viding them meals. Mr. Reynolds has had 
probably as many as 200 boarders at the 
Rest. 

On board the Ewing, Mr. Barnard and 
Mr. Chadwick have worked incessantly. 
The had made no provision for 
feeding his men. Philip made some 20 
gallons of corn starch, and this, with cherry 
wine, crackers and claret punch, has been 
served out at every meal to all the men on 
board. 

This morning the surgeon went with me 
to the Commissary’s, where I drew full ra- 
tions of fresh beef, potatoes, rice, flour, 
&e., &e. With Mr. Chadwick’s assistance 
we set up a hospital cook-stove, lying un- 
used on board, and having selected conva- 
lescent men on board, set them to work 
to prepare a good soup for all on board. 

Yesterday morning Gen. Banks and staff 
rode in. Soon the army was coming in, 
and Mr. Stevens reported. 

The Red Chief soon after came down, 
with a number of wounded on board, and 
then again all hands went at work. We 
gave to every man on board iced punch or 
brandy and water and soft crackers, before 
they were removed to the hospital. Mr. 
Mudge, of the Christian Commission, did 
valuable service, in washing and dressing 
the sore and sick men on board the Ewing. 
He isa good practical worker, and recog- 
nizes the need of administering physical 
comforts before spiritual exhortations to 
men suffering from empty stomachs and 
dusty persons. 

To-day the army is all back here, having 
had to fight its way through a force at 
Caney River, while its rear was compelled 
to repulse continuous attacks. It was in a 
hazardous position, and we all thank God 
and Gen. Smith that it is here in compara- 
tive safety. Itis said there was fighting 
near here this morning, and as I write I 
hear the booming of distant reports of ar- 
There is also a small force of 
rebels opposite us at Pineyville; last night 
the gunboats here punished their audacity 
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by shelling them and killing a small num- 
ber. What movement will next take place 
no one seems to know, although the gene- 
ral impression is that we will leave for New 
Orleans. We still have some supplies, but 
can use all you can send us. 


Mr. Stevens was with the army during 
the retreat, and gives the following account 
of his operations during the march: 


Your favor of 13th inst. was received 
upon my arrival at this place yesterday. 
During my stay at Grand Hcore I received 
from Mr. Mitchell two loads of supplies, 
and have been in direct communication 
with him since, as you suggest in your let- 
ter. My last to the office was dated the 
15th inst. The next day I sent supplies 
per flag of truce to our wounded left be- 
hind at Mt. Pleasant, and made some other 
distribution to our forces around me, but 
being under marching orders, could not do 
much. On the 21st Gen. Smith took pos- 
session of Natchitoches, and next day at 5 
P. M. we started on our retreat. On ac- 
count of the burning of several houses the 
enemy must have been made aware of our 
movements, for they were soon pressing 
Gen. Smith in his rear. At the last cross- 
ing of Caney River, upon some high bluffs 
which commanded a wide range of coun- 
try, we found seven or eight guns planted, 
thus menacing us in front and rear at the 
same time. Smith drove them back, while 
Gen. Berge, crossing the river and making 
quite a detour, took them by surprise, driv- 
ing them away from their strong position. 
Our loss was about one hundred and fifty 
wounded. These were brought over and 
cared for, keeping us at work all night. 
I had a box packed with those things en- 
cessary and taken to the hospital, thus be- 
ing ready before the wounded came in. 
The next morning, the enemy still pursu- 
ing, we hurried the men into ambulances 
and passed the river, stopping all night at 
Henderson’s Hill, and arriving here yester- 
day about noon. 

I found the Commission hard at work, 
and many are the words of praise I have 
heard from men and officers as well as sur- 
geons. ‘The men seemed to be astonished 
that the Commission could ‘‘ come clear up 
here.” 

No one can tell how long we may remain 
here, or that ‘‘ the object of the expedition 
is accomplished.” The whole affair has 
been sad enough. 


It would seem from the following from 
Mr. Mitchell that the Union still has some 
friends left even in Western Louisiana: 


I have the gratification of acknowledg- 
ing to you the receipt from William D. 
Primer, Esq., of Alexandria, La., of four 
gallons domestic wine, and through the 


Rey. Thomas Bacon, D. D., of the same 
place, the amount of the Easter contribu- 
tion, viz., $14.20. 

This, for a place not six weeks in our pos- 


session, encourages the hope that Union- ~ 


ism, genuine and devoted, still breathes at 
the South, smothered though it may- be 
for a time by the strong hand of military 
despotism. The numerous enlistments in 
the ‘‘ Louisiana Scouts,” commonly called 
‘‘bushwackers,”’ indicates clearly that there 
are many men, who, having opposed this 
despotism as far as they were able unaided, 
are ready to fight for the Union, now that 
they have a support on which they can 
rally with confidence. 





OUR OPERATIONS AT BELLE PLAIN. 


The following reports contain a number 
of interesting details of our operations dur- 
ing General Grant’s ‘‘ Hight Days”: 


UNITED STATES SANITARY ORAanel ee 
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 23, 1864. 
Dr. F. JENKINS, 
General Secretary, &c., &¢.: P 
Dear Sir—I sent you a telegram this 
morning giving you a general summary. 
Yesterday we ran up to Aquia Creek and 


pitched our tents, for a relief station, near | 


the old spot where a year ago we had our 
station for feeding the wounded. We left 
supplies there with five relief agents. 
train went up to Falmouth at 41 P. M., 
and it was thought that the cars might 
bring back the wounded. . 

Returning to Belle Plain, we found that 
in our absence of four hours, information 
had been received which indicated a speedy 
removal of medical quartermaster and com- 
missary stores from: Belle Plain to Port 


Royal, onthe Rappahannock. We made our . 


arrangements accordingly, leaving stores 
enough only at the upper wharf to load the 
trains of thirty wagons which will be there 


to-day for their last trip to be made to . 


Fredericksburg. 

The balance of stores upon the shore, 
together with the tents and’ material used 
at the feeding station, &c., &e,, are loaded 
on the barges to-day—-provision still being 
made at the former relief station to feed 


any wounded who, by chance, may yet ~ 


come in that way. Judging it important 
to make arrangements for another boat 
beside the Rapley, I came up last evening 
with Mr. Anderson, and have to-day found, 
by telegram, that the Kent is at Norfolk, 


well stored, still, after having supplied our © 


boat on James River, the Thompson, which 
came down for stores a day or two since. 
I have ordered the Kent, with the schooner 
in tow, loaded with anti-scorbutic supplies, 
to go at once to Port Royal. After we 
arrived last night, at 1 A. M., the Rapley 
was coaled and loaded, and at daylight this 


The — 
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morning she started for the base. This 
afternoon I go down on a tugboat, Gov. 
Curtin, which I have chartered for as long 
a term as we need her. After supplying 
the demands at Aquia Creek for Fredericks- 
burg, the tug will take one of the barges, 
- the Kennedy, with her stores, to Port Royal. 
The Kennedy is the barge which has been 
at the wharf at Belle Plain, near the Medi- 
cal Purveyor’s boat, and which has been 
headquarters for the agents of the Commis- 
sion while there, and also a distributing 
station. I should have sent this barge off 
early this morning, except for the fact that 
we had promised to receive from soldiers 
stationed in the vicinity, passing through 
Belle Plain, such valises and little packages 
as they found themselves unable to carry, 
or which they wished to deposit in a safe 
spot before going into battle—and so we 
wanted to let this storehouse remain till the 
last moment. I may just mention here, 
that during the past two days the aggregate 
of these packages and bundles which we 
have thus taken charge of, and which, in 
most cases, would have been simply aban- 
doned—the men unable to march carrying 
~ the load—amounted to not less than twenty 
tons. Straight through the day and night 
there was one unbrcken stream of men 
bringing what they wished to preserve. 
But to-night the barge, which had been 
such a comfortable home at Belle Plain, 
and which, beside our own agents, has 
**slept and fed” at least two hundred other 
State and local relief agents and those seek- 
ing wounded friends—to-night the barge 
goes for its new wharf at Port Royal. The 
relief agents who have fed the wounded as 
they arrived from Fredericksburg, will go 
on with the barge, and be ready to continue 
their work on the other river bank. It 
cannot be a more lovely spot than that 
where our tents and little frame house 
clustered under the great tulip tree all 
full of flowers, and covered with that enor- 
mous growth of vine. Mr. Anderson will 
take charge for the present at Port Royal 
of the work of receiving and forwarding 
our supplies, and establishing the stations 
for feeding the wounded as they come in 
by ambulance. Mr. Anderson’s energy and 
wise judgment, united to a generous hu- 
manity and religious purpose, make him 
just the kind of man we want for that work. 

The agents of the little feeding station at 
White Oak Church will fall back into Fred- 
ericksburg. You have no idea of the amount 
of comfort and relief which have been given 
at the rough-looking station during the past 
three days. Being half way between Fred- 
ericksburg and Belle Plain, all the slightly 
wounded who are sent on to walk down, 
getting, of course, much exhausted, have 
found here, in food and drink and a place 
to rest for a half hour, just the help which 
gave them strength to go on. 


> 
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Captain Harris will take charge of the 
transportation wagons and get them over 
to Port Royal, except those needed for a 
while between Falmouth depot and Fred- 
ericksburg hospitals. 

If we can get the Elizabeth, with her 
large capacity for storage, I propose to 
load her and let her take the place of the 
Kent, which, though large, is not conve- 
niently arranged for carrying supplies. 

The barge Hoboken will be leit at Aquia 
Creek until we learn what the needs are 
there. 

Truly yours, &c., &c., 
Freep. N. KwNApp, 
; Associate Secretary. 


WASHINGTON, D. C., May 14, 1864. 
To F. N. Knapp, Esq., 
Associate Secretary, &c.: 


Str—A brief report of some of the past 
week’s work may serve as a record of what 
should not be forgotten. 

Under your direction, I went to the Army 
of the Potomac on Saturday, April 30; 
visited the station at Brandy and the head- 
quarters of the army, for such suggestions 
from the Provost Marshal General as might 
euide your work on the eve of battle. 

These were fully communicated to the 
Board in session here, on my return, May 
3. Every thing was in readiness to pro- 
ceed at once to the scene upon the first 
news of battle. 

On Sunday, at noon, having the only 
pass then issued, I proceeded on your order 
to Alexandria, with hospital supplies for 
Rappahannock Station. These were at 
once taken on board a train for the front, 
in charge of a band of fifteen nurses and 
attendants, under the orders of Surgeon 
Mitchell, in charge of the Cavalry Corps 
Hospital, who received me into his com- 


any. 

Milk punch in bottles, crackers, soft 
bread, and coffee were prepared, in the 
hore of being able to supply them to the 
in-coming wounded and sick upon the train 
from the rear of the army. 

We waited in the cars, hour after hour, 
for the signal to go forward, and I kept 
you constantly advised of the state of 
affairs. 

Meanwhile the Lodge at Alexandria was 
thronged, and all things in active and 
abundant preparation for the tide of suffer- 
ing expected. 

As soon as it was ascertained on Monday 
that no wounded were to come in by rail, 
that Belle Plain would probably be the new 
base, I so advised you by telegram; and as 
I was ordered to Washington on Tuesday 
morning, your steamer and a barge, both 
well laden, and bearing your own wagons 
and horses for independent transportation, 
were ready at an early hour to go forward, 
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and moved off as soon as the necessary 
passes could be obtained for the large band 
of helpers who had been held here in readi- 
ness. 

We reached Belle Plain at twilight; were 
soon moored at the temporary wharf, and 
every appliance was in instant requisition. 
The separate bands of young men, under 
their several captains, were assigned to va- 
rious tasks. 

A large hospital tent was pitched under a 
venerable tree on shore, and the fires soon 
blazed under the camp kettles, filled with 
coffee. The large supply of lanterns were 
a Godsend to the officers engaged in ex- 
ploring the crowds of wounded who had 
been all day streaming in, and during the 
entire night in guiding them on board the 
barges, serving as lighters to convey them 
to the transports in deep water in the 
offing. This service of the young men, 
under the order of Mr. Fay—in forming 
a line of lanterns, assisting the crippled 
soldiers to the boats, feeding them, and 
going with them on the barges and aiding 
in removal to the transports—was cordially 
accepsed by the officers in charge; and, as 
the hospital tents of the medical officers 
were directly opposite the tent under the 
tree, much and very welcome assistance and 
solace was furnished to it, both to surgeons 
and sufferers. 

During the night a train of ambulances 
was gotten into line, loaded with stimu- 
lants, and having on board a band of sur- 
geons specially deputed from several States. 
The intense darkness, and the badness of 
the roads, as well as their unguarded con- 
dition, detained this train until dawn, and 
our young men supplied the surgeons with 
lanterns, bread and coffee. 

Nearly all of us were at work during the 
entire night, and all rejoiced in the abun- 
dant opportunity afforded of hard and tiring 
service. 

With the break of dawn, the horses and 
wagons were brought on shore from the 
barge, and the work of loading them with 
assorted stores for Fredericksburg pressed 
forward, under the care of Dr. Steiner and 
Mr. Fay. 

About noon Mr. Fay left, with this train 
and a portion of our sixty helpers, for Fred- 
ericksburg, taking with them seven sur- 
geons, and Mrs. Husband and Miss Gilson, 
who had come down with us upon the 
steamer to take up again their invaluable 
work in the newscenes of suffering at Fred- 
ericksburg. 

The entire freight of your steamer, the 
Mary Rapley, was transferred to the barge, 
and the steamer dispatched for another 
cargo and barge load to Washington. 

Meanwhile other tents had been pitched 
on shore, and one wagon assigned to carry- 
ing supplies to the workers in and around 
them; and during the entire day, (Wednes- 
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day,) the crowds of wounded, either on or 
in the baggage wagons now thronging in 
for army stores, left no intermission of 
labor, and menaced exhaustion both to sup- 
plies and workers. 

Bands of volunteers from various locali-- 
ties cheerfully took work in harmony with 
your organizations, and, lifting at the 
stretcher, supporting the crippled soldiers 
to the boat, aiding to dispose his shattered 
form upon the deck, carrying bread and 
crackers and coffee, bathing his wounds or 
readjusting his bandages, served to re- 
double the efficiency of all your means of 
succor; while, on the one hand, the officers 
of Government both accepted cordially 
your services and added in many things to 
your material, especially in supply of bread, 
soft as well as hard. The members of the 
Christian Commission harmoniously co- 
operated in all your work. 

From Wednesday morning to Friday 
morning, when helpless exhaustion com- 
pelled me to go on board the Connecticut 
and return to the city, seems now one un- — 
broken interval, in which rest was scarce 
thought of, and the varied activities which 
I have described went on continuously— 
chief officers of the Commission arriving to 
work, and counsel, and direct—new cargoes 
unloading, new bands of workers coming in; 
and the barge, over which floated the flag 
of the Commission, moored in the very 
focus of activity, forming the rendezvous for 
information, consultation, and supply. 

I cannot close this hasty record without 
making mention, with admiration and grati- 
tude, of the urbane and cordial temper in 
which (amid the distractions of the scene,) 
the Medical Director in charge, (Colonel 
Cuyler,) and the medical officers under him, 
welcomed and seconded your service and . 
promoted its efficiency. 

Of the energy and decision, tempered 
with humane consideration, of Col. Cuyler, 
and of his unflagging labor by night and 
day, all will bear witness. It was every 
thing to us and to the wounded soldiers— 
unraveling intricacies and shedding sun- 
shine over the scene. The action of the: 
entire medical staff was in harmony with 
this example. . 

The laborious and responsible duties of 
quartermaster were in the hands of Capt. 
H. B. Lacy, temporarily detailed from G@ 
Street Wharf, Washington, for the difficult 
occasion; and there are few men in his de- 
partment with the heart and energy and 
administrative skill which enabled Captain 
Lacy to crowd the work of a month into a 


week. 


Yours, 
J. V. Van InceEn. 


We have the following, also, from Mr, 
Abbott, in Washington, dated May 15: 


Y 
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Since my report of yesterday, three boats 
of wounded have arrived, viz. : 


Number 
PR Le es eee 280 
ls Grr A a re 600 
Utieea at..ofs OS Bo eS een 400 
aE hae ie ein Bis « 1,280 


Three-fourths of the whole number were 
severely wounded, and at least one-sixth 
part were cases of amputation. 

The men were in excellent spirits, for men 
so severely wounded. We supplied them 
abundantly with every thing they needed, 
until they could be comfortably placed in 
hospital, for which they were exceedingly 
thankful. We fed this morning a detach- 
ment of one hundered men from the Ist 
Regiment of Veteran Reserve Corps, who 


have been sent down to Belle Plain to 


guard prisoners. ‘They were unexpectedly 
ordered away, and did not have time to 
prepare themselves any food. To-night I 
will try and furnish you a report of the 
work accomplished for the week. 





A PRISONER’S TESTIMONY. 


New Yorz, May 2, 1864. 


I was taken prisoner at the battle of Gettys- 
burg, and spent over eight months in Libby 
Prison, Richmond. 

During my stay there I had the best practical 
knowledge of the beneficial working of the U. S. 
Sanitary Commission. 

_ Totheir kind offices, I and hundreds of others 
are indebted for almost every particle of decent 
food and all the delicacies that we enjoyed. To 
them we are indebted for all the clothing and 
blankets which we received while in the prison, 
_as also our books, papers, and other reading 
matter. 


STEPHEN Kovacs, 
Major 54th Regt., N.Y.V., Paroled Prisoner. 





LETTER FROM Dz. H. S. HEWITT. 


HEADQUARTERS DEP’T OF THE OHIO, 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR’S OFFICE, 
MORRISTOWN, TENN., March 17, 1864, 


Smr—I have the honor to acknowledge 
the receipt, at this point, of 80 barrels of 
potatoes and 33 barrels of kraut, for gratui- 
tous distribution to the forces of this De- 
partment now in the field. 

This supply is timely and valuable, in a 
very high degree, and will be cordially ap- 
preciated by our soldiers. 

With very great respect, 
4 H. S. Hewrrt, Surg. U.S. V., 


Med. Director. 
M. M. Seymour, Agent U. S. San. Com. 





Disbursements in cash of the Commis- 
sion during the month of May, $262,898.77. 
This does not include supplies received in 
kind. 
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THE WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 


Mr. Read’s reports to Dr. Newberry, from 
Chattanooga, gives the history of our op- 
erations with Sherman’s army, down to 
May 18. Writing May 10th, he says: 


Drs. Read, Seymour and Warren; Messrs. Hob- 
lit, Bartell, Brundsitt, Fairchild, Tone, Hosford, 
Prindle, Murray, Crary, Place and Barrett, are at 
the front. 

We have sent large supplies to Ringgold, and 
are now sending a car load a day to Tunnel Hill. 
Our line of communication with the front is com- 
plete, and we can have there all the teams we need 
or ask for. All we shall need now to have the 
work thoroughly done is a constant supply of 
stores. We have to guess how many of any kind 
we shall need. There was heavy skirmishing all 
day yesterday, and this morning orders have been 
sent to prepare for four thousand wounded in 
Chattanooga. Probably, a severe battle to-day. 
We telegraph as plainly as we are permitted to 
do. All our shirts, drawers and sheets, with the 
greater part of the rags and bandages have 
already gone to the front, beside the most of the 
concentrated milk, beef, tea, sugar, stimulants, 
&e. 

We want all the milk and stimulants asked for, 
and a proportionate supply of clothing of all 
kinds for wounded men, large supply of dress- 
ings, a hundred barrels of crackers, two tons of 
butter—I deem this very important; five hundred 
pounds of green tea, a general supply of all fari- 
naceous delicacies, a supply of flavoring extracts 
for the use of the ladies of the light diet kitchens, 
three or four thousand palm leaf fans ; and, as 
there is,and can be noice, a supply of tamarinds, 
and other articlesfor cooling drinks, with lemons 
and loaf sugar.. Calculate on eight to ten 
thousand wounded, but I hope we shall not have 
so many. Every thing is yet uncertain, but we 
can scarely fail of severe fighting. 

Hospitals are established at Ringgold and Tun- 
nel Hill, but we know nothing as to the numbers 
admitted. 

Add bed-sacks to the above partial list, and 
consider it only a partial list, as we shall, pro- 
bably, need every thing required to make wound- 
ed men comfortable. 


And May 18th, after the battle of Resaca, 
we hear from him: 


There is a lull in the battle. Our troops are 
marching on below the Resaca. They have taken 


- two of the strongest places for defense in the 


world—Buzzard’s Roost and Resaca. Our loss 
in wounded will be about 3,000. They were in 
all cases promptly attended to, their wounds 
dressed, and they themselves fed as soon as 
brought from the field ; and in all corps, sanitary 
stores were ready for them, and in all but one in 
sufficient quantities. This one would have been 
supplied, had teams I obtained and sent with 
much labor, been loaded. This was a misfortune, 
but, as much the fault of the teamsters as of our 
agents. This corps had the fewest wounded, and 
so had less need of the stores. 
* * * * * 

The list of casualties has been perfected as far 
as possible on the field, and we have had a repre- 
sentative in every Division hospital. 
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The railroad bridge at Resaca is destroyed— 
will be re-built soon. Our policy, is, to keep our 
goods, sufficient for the field, at the terminus of 
the road, and from that point we were to have 
transportation through the general supply train 
of the Medical Department. So far, I have ob- 
tained it much sooner than I could otherwise, by 
being on the field at the commencement of the 
battle. While the tents were being put up, I 
could obtain a Division team to go at once for san- 
itary stores, and they returned with them nearly 
as soon as the wounded of that day were brought 
in. 

Dr. Thompson and his associates, were here just 
at the right time to see our work to advantage. 

I say to all the agents of the Christian Commis- 
sion, ‘“ You can have goods at any time, subject 
only to the rules required of our agents.”’ And, 
although this gives them nothing more than they 
have always had, it puts it in such a form that 
they cannot object to us. 

There were no goods on the field except sours, 
unless the Western Commission had some for 
McPherson’s corps. 

I return agaia at once to the front, and if my 
health permits—and I am better—shall remain 
there until the close of the campaign. 3 m 

I commenced, feeling that the difficulties in ob- 
taining transportation were so great that they 
could hardly be overcome. 
Director unusually kind, and more disposed than 
ever to aid us,and by hard work have succeeded 
much better than ever, in which you will rejoice 
with me. 


Dr. Perin, the Medical Director of the 
Department of the Cumberland, has been 
relieved by request, but before leaving he 
sent the following testimonial to our agents: 


Massrs. A. N. READ AND M. C. REapD, 
Agents U. S. Sanitary Commission: 

GENTLEMEN—In leaving the Department of the 
Cumberland, I feel it but due to you that I place 
upon record my approbation of your conduct of 
the affairs of the Sanitary Commission during the 
period that I have served as Medical Director. 

I will simply say that this judgment is based 
upon personal observation of the ability, zeal and 
energy that have characterized your labors. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
G. PERIN, 
Surgeon U. 8. A. 


The following is a list of our shipments down 
the river from Cairo to Vicksburg, Memphis and 
New Orleans, from May 7 to May 16: 


28 boxes (100 lbs. each,) codfish, 
850 barrels potatoes, 
165 barrels and 35 kegs pickles, 
125 barrels crackers, 
19 kegs butter, 
5 barrels cornmeal, 
7 boxes milk, 
3 barrels eggs, 
3 boxes pearl barley, 
4 barrels cracked wheat. 


Another large shipment to Vicksburg was to 
have been made on the 17th instant. 


I found the Medical ~ 


The Santary Commission Bulletin. . ; 


A CRY FOR HELP. 


The Michigan Soldiers’ Aid Society says: 


Will not each farmer’s household pledge at 
least one barrel of potatoes or onions for 
the soldiers? If barrels are not conyen- 
iently obtained, send them in sacks; we 


will return them, if desired, and barrel the 


vegetables. These articles are pressingly 
wanted, but not these alone. We quote 
from the appeal of the Soldiers’ Aid So- 
ciety at Cleveland: ‘‘It is a significant fact 
that rags, cotton and linen pieces, and 
bandages, are just now demanded in large 
quantities. Will not all housekeepers, and 
others, lay aside for us the old cotton and 
linen that in the spring house-cleaning and 
re-arranging are sure to come to lght? 
Pieces of any size will answer, only let them 
be clean and smooth,and rolled into bundles.” 


_——-—-———- 


‘‘NEWBERN WAIFS.” 
THE VEGETABLE GARDENS.—Newbern and 
its surroundings is one complete vegetable 
garden. ‘There are some fine gardens in 


town—that of Dr. Page, of the Sanitary | 


Commission, is ahead of all competition. 
He has peas in full blossom and radishes, 
lettuce and asparagus ready for the table. 
His garden at the ‘‘Old Fifth’ Camp is 
splendidly arranged, and will be very pro- 
ductive. He has arranged a “‘ stealing 


patch’”’—a novel idea—where it is expected — 


all soldiers will do their ‘‘ lifting’—those 


who feel maliciously inclined can help ~ 


themselves to green corn, watermelons, Xc., 
and be entirely welcome. ‘The soldiers will 
bless the doctor for giving them this oppor- 
tunity to ‘“‘help themselves,” and ‘‘no 
questions asked.”—North Carolina Times, 
April 27. 
CORRESPONDENCE. 
WASHINGTON, May 8, 1864. 





Rev. F. KNAPP, ; 
Samtary Commission: 


Dear Srr—Inclosed please find $20—being 


a part of the sum of $100—which was sent to me - 


by Mr. Goddard, our Consul General at Constan- 
tinople, at the instance of Mr. Emmanuel, who 
holds a subordinate post in the corps of officers 
attached to the office of the Consul General, 
which Mr. Emmanuel desires to have expended 
for the benefit of our sick soldiers. 

It is proper that I should say that this sum of 
$100 thus contributed by this foreigner, who, 
at his distant post, has seen nothing of the suffer- 
ings of our gallant boys, which are so familiar to 
you, is one-sixth of his annual compensation. 
Who, of our own countrymen, holding office un- 
der the Government, have done more? 

Yours, always truly, G. J. ABBOTT. 


If I can be of service during this coming week, 


when our wounded boys arrive, please send me 
word at the State Department. 
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SOLDIER’S GIFTS. 


The following letters explain themselves: 
CHARLES R. Fospick, 

Corr. Sec. San. Com., Cincinnati: 

Dar Srr—Inclosed please find draft on 
Wayne County Bank for one hundred dollars, 
being a donation from Lieut. Wm. Henderson, 
9th Ohio Cavalry, to the U. 8. Sanitary Com- 
mission. ‘This Mr. Henderson enlisted as a 
private, and received the inclosed amount as 
his local township bounty, and he requests me 
to forward it as above, as he says he has seen so 
many evidences of the usefulness and good re- 
sulting from the efforts of the Commission, that 
_ he desires to aid in its good work. Willi you 
please make me a written acknowledgment of 
the receipt of it, and oblige, 

Respectfully, 
-D.* Roprnson, Jr. 

Wooster O., May 10.. 


No. 1307 CHESTNUT STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA, May 14, 1864. 


To the Editor of the Sanitary Commission Bulletin: 


Dear Srr—-Will you be kind enough to ac- 
knowledge, through the columns of your jour- 
nal, the donation to the funds of the Commis- 
sion of the sum of one hundred and fifty-one 
dollars, the amount of bounty and back pay due 
the estate of Samuel F. Bolton, deceased, late a 
sergeant in Oo. H., 23d Regt., Penn. Vols., 
who died in action May 31, 1862. The claim 
was collected by this agency, for Joseph R. 
Bolton, Esq., of this city, the father of deceased, 
who generously gave it to the cause of our suf- 
fering soldiers. Such a gift certainly deserves 
of the Commission honorable mention. 

eee respectfully yours, 
W. N. AsHman, 
. Solicitor of War Claim Agency. 





BACK PAY. 
The following correspondence explains 


itself: 
ALEXANDRIA, VA., April 15, 1864, 
Prince Street Branch Hospital. is 
Yar kind letter of the 11th instant I have re- 
ceived, and I beg you accept my best thanks for 
your favor. Concerning my pay I have to state, 
that I have not my descriptive list, (that is to say, 
it is not at the office,) and that I do not expect 
the same, as in all probability I shall be well 
enough to join my regiment in about two or three 
weeks. Should I be mustered on the hospital pay- 
roll, it is very likely that I am gone before the 
paymaster comes round to pay off the hospitals, 
which he generally does between the 10th and 
15th of the month—not being then here, and not 
being mustered on the regimental pay-roll, I can- 
not draw my pay then, and, so you will perceive, 
how it comes that men have due to them their pay 
sometimes for six months. Now, if Iam not ask- 
ing too much of your kindness, please see the 
Paymaster, Major Webb, and ascertain if L can 
come to Washington and draw my pay and bounty. 
At the same time, I would ask you to procure for 
me the necessary permission to visit Washington, 
Before concluding my letter, let me express to 
you the high admiration I entertain of this noble 
institution of yours. I have seen many armies 
of the Kuropean Continent, have served myself 
in the Polish and French Armies in Algiers, and I 
Vou. I.—No. 15. 30 


wish to God there would be only a shade of a 
like society, caring for the poor soldier like a 
mother only would do for her children, shielding 
soldiers from imposture and helping them along 
in almost any conceivable way. 

Great as the American nation is, it brings forth 
only great things. Great, beyond comparison, is 
this unholy war; great, without parallel, the sacri- 
fice and sufferings of the people, and great the 
noble institution of the Sanitary Commission, 
which I pray to God may prosper and accom- 
plish their great and inestimable designs. 

Accept the assurance of my highest esteem and 
respect, in which I remain 

Your obedient servant, 
JouN WERNER. 


WASHINGTON, D.C., April 16, 1864. 
Mr. JOHN WERNER, 
Coy Cy th NFA Vols 
Prince Street Hospital, Alexa., Va.: 

Stmr—Your letter in regard to your back pay is 
received. I have been to Major Webb, and he 
says that you are mustered all rightfor your pay 
and bounty, and that if you will come to bis 
office he will pay you. 

I have no doubt but that your surgeon will give 
you a pass to come for it on showing him this 
letter. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. B. ABBOTT. 





A COMPLETE EXAMPLE OF SANITARY 
SCIENCE PRACTICALLY APPLIED IN 
CAMPS AND HOSPITALS. 


‘¢That the prevention of disease is possible, 
but its suppression difficult and uncertain,”* 
was the very first postulate laid down by the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission at the commencement 
of its labors. Acting upon this principle by 
most practical methods, and with an unflinch- 
ing determination not to be thwarted in the pur- 
pose to insure for the soldiers in camp and in 
hospital all the means of sanitary protection 
which the combined intelligence and liberality 
of the Government and the people could apply, 
the results are such as will forever be remem- 
bered with gratitude by our people and by the 
philanthropic minds of every country. 

The first complete example of practical applica- 
tion of sanitary science in camps and hospitals, | 
during a long war, is now being wrought out in 
our Federal army. But Gr eat Br itain, in the 


| recent campaign of its army in China, has. fur- 


nished a very instructive illustration of the life- 


* General Instructions for Camp Inspectors; Sanitary 
Commission, Document 51. 

A writer in the North American Review states that, ‘‘In 
the Mexican war our volunteer forces lost, from disease 
alone, at the rate of 152 per 1,000 per annum, and the 
regulars at the rate of 81, from the same cause. In Wel- 
lington’s entire campaign in the Peninsula, his losses 
from disease were 113 per 1,000 strength. In time of 
peace, our regular army lost ‘annually at the rate of 26 
per 1,000 strength; and the British infantry, serving at 
home, annually lost about 18 per 1,000 from disease, until 
Lord "Herbert's great reforms were iustituted; but by 
those reforms, which mainly consist in supplying fresh 
air and an improyed diet, the annual loss is reduced to 
about 84 per 1,000 strength; and the entire loss in the 
British army during the past four years, from ail disease, 
is less than the annual loss previously from disease of the 
lungs only.’’ (See North American Review, April, 1864.) 
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saving power of the improved sanitary system 
that has been established in the British forces 
since the Crimean campaign, and we cannot 
more forcibly illustrate the practical value of 
that improved system than by quoting state- 
ments from Miss Nightingale’s tribute to Sir 
Sidney Herbert’s administration and the reform 
that he officially ordered. She presents the 
statistical evidence that even during the first 
three years’ experience of that reform, viz., 1859, 
1860.and 1861, the mortality among the ‘‘in- 
fantry of the line serving at home” was dimin- 
ished from 17.90 deaths to 1,000 living, to 8.56 
to the 1,000, which is less than half the standard 
death rate previous to the reform.* ‘Truly does 
Miss Nightingale remark, that the ‘faithful 
records of all wars are records of preventable 
suffering, disease and death. Itis needless to 
illustrate this truth, for we all know it. But it 
is only from our latest sorrow, the Crimean 
catastrophe, that dates the rise of any sanitary 
administration in this country.” [Great Britain. ] 

The latest returns of sickness and mortality 
in the British forces, at those permanent sta- 
tions abroad where the losses have always been 
quite uniform, present to us the most remark- 
able results, confirming all that Lord Herbert, 
Miss Nightingale, and the advocates of sanitary 
reform ever claimed, and proving that the work 
and purpose of the Sanitary Commission of our 
army are based upon soundest reasoning and 
the most philanthropic designs. We quote the 
following illustration of the latest results of life- 
saving in the British army by means of simple 
sanitary improvements in camps, barracks, hos- 
pitals, and the care of troops: 

‘«‘The last official returns of sickness and 
mortality among the British forces present the 
best argument upon this subject. In Jamaica, 
‘tthe death rate from disease has tallen, since the 


recent reform was carried into effect, from 260 


per 1,000 to 20; in Trinidad, from 106 to 0 (in 
1860); in Barbadoes, from 58 to 6; in St. Lucia, 
from 122 to 1; in British Guiana, from 74 to 6; 
in Canada, from 16 to 10; in Nova Scotia, from 
15 te 7; in Newfoundland, from 11 to 4; in Ber- 
muda, from 28 to 8; in Gibraltar, from 11 to 7; 
in Malta, from 15 to 10; in Ionia, from 15 to 
ait 
Here we see the mortality reduced, at ten 
military stations, from 70.5 to the 1,000 living, 
to 6.9. Let us now look at a summary of the 
results of the British Sanitary Commission’s 
work in the Crimea during the years 1855-6. 
For the following brief synopsis of the results 
of the operations of the British Sanitary Com- 
mission in the Crimea, we are indebted to a 


member of the United States Sanitary Commis- — 


sion. | 

The following tables exhibit the total and 
comparative statistics of sickness and mortality 
in the British army in the Crimean campaign, 
and the rate per cent. of the diseases and deaths 
of all the forces, for, first, a period of six months 
just previous to, and at the commencement of 
the works of the Sanitary Commission, viz.: 
from January to June, 1855; and, second, a 
period of six months, from January to June, 
1856, after those works for sanitary improve- 
ment had produced their legitimate results. 
[All sickness and deaths in the Medical Staff, 


+ Ib. 





* See Worth American Review, April, 1864. 


among Commissioned Officers, the Land Trans- 
port, and the Mounted Corps, as well as all 
martial wounds or deaths in battle, are excluded 
from these tables; also nearly 5,000 cases of 
sickness that failed to be properly registered 
during the early period of the campaign. ] 








Return showing total sickness and mortality from Disease in 
British Army in the East, from April 10th, 1854, to July 
Ist, 1856. 


* 


DEATHS, 








NUMBER OF CASES OF SICKNESS. 
From, Meyerss.. eet. so sae Sete 31,230 3,452 
‘‘ Diseases of Lungs ....\.. 12,382 644 
2 ‘| Bowelsce ssn 55,765 5,950 
sh \Cholera "ean eecuntia ste 7,574 4,502 
66 SSCUT VY paw acto alee 2,096 178 
‘ “Ophthalmia Jeecetescwen SOU Mike ence 
“<<  UWleersiand Bormsiaccecee 12,542 37 
s¢ all other diseases....%.. 37,553 3,295 
Total number cases.. 162,473 


18,058 





The rate per centy of the entire army—sick and dying from 
disease—during two periods of six months each, as above 
stated. 














1855. | 1856. 
Rate Rate | Rate Rate 
p’r cent. | per ct.of;||p’r cent.|per ct. of 
sick. | deaths. sick, | deaths. 
JANUALY A sa acieessee 34.8 9.78 9.3 —.18 
Mebriyary Scie en 23.0 8.16 7.7 —.08 
Marchi. ase@s eee ree 19.3 4.68 8.1 —.09 
April. .24 ance seer 14.3 1.86 7.- | —.07 
Manish sacee Sere 16.2 1.69 6.- | —.06 
SUNG ccs nee, 28.3 2.65 3.6 —.02 
Total 135.9 28.82 |{ 41. —.5 # 





aary 
~] 





Thus the fact is demonstrated, by the most 
unerring statistics, that during the period be- 
ginning eight months after the commencement 
of reforms by the Sanitary Commission in the 
Crimea, the sickness in the army was reduced 
to less than one-third of that which prevailed 
until those reforms were inaugurated, the exact 
ratio of that decrease being as 1,359 to 417, or 
139-453! While the mortality—which is the 
more significant test of the utility of sanitary 
improvements—presents the marvelous con- 
trast of 28.82 to —.5, or 5,364 to 100!! i.e, the 
rate of mortality from disease in the army, after 
the work of sanitary reform had been fully in- 
augurated, was less than one fifly-seventh of the 


rate of mortality that prevailed during the same — 


length of time preceding the reform. 

It is worthy the remark, that, while the sta- 
tistics show that considerable sickness con- 
tinued to prevail during the latter or im- 
proved period, the records of the army hos- 
pitals exhibit the fact that the particular 
diseases that were most remarkably dimin- 
ished. were those which sanitary measures are 
known to prevent or greatly diminish, viz., the 
zymotic diseases, such as fevers, and those 





* This (—.5) shows that the mortality during those 
last six months was only half of one per cent., or at the 
rate of exactly one per cent. per annum, which would give 
ten deaths to every 1,000 men in service. 


> 





maladies that are so largely represented in the 


list given in the foregoing table. 


That this wonderful improvement in health, 
which was the salvation of the British forces 


in the Crimea, was directly and positively de- 


pendent upon sanitary works and preventive 
hygienic measures, 18 a fact confessed alike by 
the military and medical officers of those forces. 

And in further corroboration of that fact, it 
should be stated that while the British troops 
were thus being rescued from the fatal disease 
that had threatened to make their encampment 
a Golgotha, the French camps, though located 
more favorably, and within a rifle’s range of 


the British, continued to grow more and more 


ment in the camps of their allies. 


sickly during all the time of the grand improve- 
In the 
latter, the best sanitary board, while in the 
former (the French camps) such regulations 
were utterly neglected, ‘‘until,” as a distin- 
guished historian of the war has said, ‘‘ with 
the French army, peace become a military neces- 
sity.” 

The Crimean Sanitary Commission consisted 
of three gentlemen, viz., Dr. Sutherland, Dr. 
Milroy, and Mr. Rawlenson, a civil engineer. 
Each of these commissioners had, for several years, 
made sanitary science and its applications a special 
study. They proceeded to the Crimea in April, 
1855, taking with them upwards of thirty skilled 
assistants and laborers, together with such im- 
plements and apparatus as they knew would be 
required in the ventilation and sewerage of hos- 
pitals and barracks, the cleansing and drainage 
of encampments, and the purification and disin- 
fection of transports and ships. Among these 
means were pipe tubing, drainage pipes, filters, 
ten thousand square feet of perforated zinc 
plates for ventilation, hinges, pulleys, window 
fixtures, a ship load of peat charcoal, &e., &e. 
Immediately upon arrival on the Bosphorus 
and in the Crimea, the sanitary works were 
commenced; first, by thorough cleansing, both 
within and without, the hospitals, barracks, 
and tents, and in these works nearly one hun- 


- dred men were employed for many months; old 


Sewers were cleaned and flushed; new drains 
were made; surface filth, refuse, and decaying 
materials by thousands of cartloads, were remov- 
ed, and such sources of offense-as could not be 


P removed were deeply covered with dry earth and 


peat charcoal. Water courses, springs, and the 
water supply were cleansed and controlled; the 
tents and camping grounds were rigidly in- 
spected and purified, and an abundant supply 
of fresh air and pure water was every where 
secured in hospital and in camp, and, so far as 
practicable, the diet and general comfort of the 
soldiers were improved. 

The results of this simple and inexpensive 
labor astonished the world, though sanitary 
science has always promised, and its advocates 
prophesied just such results. 


Says Miss Nightingale: ‘‘It is the whole 


_ experiment of sanitary improvement Upon a 


colossal scale. bs 
We had, in the first seven months of the 
Crimean campaign, a mortality of sixty per cent. 
per annum among the troops from disease alone; 
we had in the last six 
months a mortality not much greater than 
among our healthy Guards at home.”—From 
Narrative Sanitary Commission, Appendix E. 
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THE HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


Of the magnitude of this work some idea may 
be formed from the following ‘‘Summary of the 
Superintendent’s Report,” which was presented 
at the late meeting of the Commission in Wash- 
ington: 

Number of hospitals now reporting..... 
Number of regiments reported......... 
Number of names on record........... 360,060 
Whole number of inquiries............ 


Whole number of successful returns. ... 
Number of personal inquiries answered. 6,111 


Number of inquiries by letter.......... 2,231 

Number of inquiries by letter answered. 1,412 

Number of letters written regarding in- 
CHUAPUCR IA TEL Rey os BE Pa tiie PNG a 5,081 


These regiments are distributed among twenty- 
five States, beside twenty-nine from the Regular 
Army. There are, also, about three hundred 
and fifty names from Colorado, twenty-five hun- 
dred from the Navy, and thirty-five hundred of 
the rebels upon the books of the Directory. 

It would be impossible to estimate the amount 
of comfort which the establishment of this source 
of information has given to the friends of the 
soldier left at home, uncertain of his fate. 


THE SITUATION IN THE WEST. 


Our readers will, perhaps, not be dis- 
pleased to have us give them a brief sum- 
mary of the recent progress and present 
condition of our work in all parts of the 
field. In no other way can they get a clear 
idea of the state of the great enterprise in 
which, probably, the most of them are tak- 
ing an active part. We therefore present 
for their consideration an outline sketch of 
the present attitude of our sanitary affairs; 
referring all those who have sufficient in- 
terest in the subject to lead them to pursue 
it further, to the detailed reports of geo- 
graphical districts or departments of our 
work, which will be published hereafter. 

Let us premise by saying, that for several 
weeks and months, 2n unusual degree of 
quiet has prevailed throughout nearly all 
the military departments, the whole ener-— 
gies of the Government being devoted to 
preparation for the great struggle known 
to all to be impending. This state of things 
has produced a certain degree of monotony 
in our work, which, for the most part, has 
consisted in the supply of the current wants 
of hospitals and camps, the maintenance 
in full strength and activity of our con- 
stantly increasing system of Special Relief, 
our Hospital Directory and Inspectorial 
Department. With the exception of the | 
ill-fated Red River expedition, there has 
been really no military movement calling 
for special action on our part, and the only 
emergency which we have been called on 
to meet is that, if it may be so called, 





468 


created by the discovery of a wide-spread, 
indeed, almost universal, seorbutic taint 
among our troops. ‘This cause, though 
operating insidiously, was most pregnant 
of evil, as it sapped the very foundations 
of health and vigor in those who were to 
need so much of both, for the arduous 
duties assigned to them. Unless corrected, 
this scorbutic tendency would not only im- 
pair the efficiency of our troops in every 
movement, but would increase the mortal- 
ity from wounds received on the battle- 
field to a frightfuldegree. This impending 
evil was so formidable, that it demanded 
the most energetic measures for its eradica- 
tion. © 
In this effort, the army officers of every 
grade united in the most harmonious co- 
operation with the Sanitary Commission, 
and through the combined efforts of the 
people at home, the Commission in the. 
field, and the military and medical author- 
ities, the tide of evil was arrested and rolled 
back. 
The part taken by the Sanitary Commis- 
sion in this great work may be inferred 
from the amount of their issues of anti- 
scorbuties, which have been made since the 
Ist of January in the Western Department, 
as follows: 
80,640 gallons of kraut, 53,702 gallons of 
pickles, 25,000 bushels of potatoes, 4,600 
bushels of onions, 8,500 gallons of ale, 
25,143 pounds of cod-fish, 158,828 pounds 
of dried fruit, 48,477 pounds of condensed 
milk, 27,108 pounds of condensed beef, 
16,348 cans of fruit; 1,160 bushels of fresh 
fruit, 1,500 galions of apple-butter, 1,676 
pounds of tea, 19,560 pounds of sugar, 83 
boxes of oranges and lemons, 747 cans of 
oysters, 10,500 pounds of butter, with va- 
rious other articles which might be properly 
included in this category, furnished in 
smaller quantities, but which need not be 
enumerated. From all sources we have 
testimony that this lberal supply of anti- 
scorbutics has been most efficient in check- 
ing the progress of scurvy, and in preparing 


our men for the hardships and casualties of | 


the impending campaign. 

The quantities cited above will doubtless 
appear respectably large, and yet, when it 
is remembered that they have been distrib- 
uted to an army of two hundred thousand 
men, it will be seen that each one’s share 
has been small indeed. In former times 
our efforts were limited to that portion of 
our army occupying the different military 
hospitals, but the splendid lberality ex- 
hibited by the people has, more recently, 
enabled us to reach with our gifts a large 
part of the troops in the field; among whom 
the vegetables, kraut, pickles, dried fruit, 
&e., enumerated in the list given above, 
have been dist: ibuted with a generous hand. 
With all our resources, and with every ef- 
fort, however, we have not been able to 
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reach all, and have fully supplied the wants 
of but few. Let no one, therefore, who has 
failed to receive any share of the gifts of 
the Commission, or has received what he 
has thought an inadequate quantity, not 
hastily conelude and assert that the Sani- 
tary Commission is a humbug, but remem- 
ber how immense is the demand it is ex- 
pected to supply, and how many there are 
whose claims upon its charities are no less 
valid and pressing than his own. 

In Kansas, the extreme limit of the west- 
ern operations of the Commission, there 
has been prolonged quiet. Most of the 
troops have been removed farther south. 
Some forces, however, are left at impor- 
tant points. To the soldiers stationed near 
Leavenworth and at Fort Scott, our agent, 
Mr. J. B. Brown, assisted by Dr. Slocum, 
has distributed whatever stores he has had 
control of. These have not been equal, by | 
any means, to the demand. It is hoped 
that with the progress of the season his 
supply will increase. Mr. Brown’s labors 
have been much enlarged by the multitu- 
dinous calls made upon him by the contra- 
bands and Southern refugees who have ° 
flocked into Kansas, without support, and 
utterly dependent upon charity. 

In West Virginia, Mr. Price still acts as 
agent at Wheeling. A newagency has been 
established, and storehouses opened by Mr. 
Fracker, at Gallipolis. : 

Mr. Butler superintends the distribution 
of stores as well as the Soldiers’ Home at 
Camp Nelson, where Rey. A. Payson has 
been assigned to duty as hospital visitor, 
and is doing excellent service. 

At Cairo, Mr. Shipman has been thorough- 
ly occupied with the large and numerous 
shipments made for points on the river be- 
low. No steamer has been in the charter 
of the Commission since Dr. Warriner’s 
recent visit to Vicksburg—an account of . 
which we gave in the last number of the 
Reporter. Goods are now sent from Cairo’ 
as often as possible by the regular boats. 
Most of them go no farther than Vicksburg, 
although some have been forwarded to New 
Orleans. The Cincinnati Branch has sent 
to that point a liberal supply. 

To his varied and engrossing duties as 
general agent at Cairo, Mr. Shipman adds 
that of superintendent of the Soldiers’ 
Home—no slight work in itself. Every one — 
bears witness to the thoroughness, system 
and good order which characterize his man- 
agement, and to his kindness and polite- 


~ ness to all who come in contact with him. 


At Memphis, Mr. Carpenter still has 
charge of the storeroom, and Mr. Christy 
of the Lodge. The relative importance of 
Memphis has very much diminished, but 
the returns show that the Lodge is still en- 
joyed by a large number of soldiers other- 
wise unprovided for; and the issue of stores 


mounts up to a very generous aggregate. 
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The call from the hospitals there is likely 


to be large, as they will always have many 
inmates as long as battles take place below. 


Mr. Carpenter has recently left for Red 
River with all available stores, and it is 
hoped will do much to relieve the suffering 
in that comparatively remote region. 

Mr. Way has charge of the storeroom at 
Vicksburg, and from this place or directly 
from Cairo, Natchez is furnished. At last 
accounts, there was a good supply at these 
places. 

The hospital steamers that ply up and 
down the Mississippi frequently obtain sup- 
plies of vegetables and delicacies at Cairo. 


Itis seldom that they make their appear- 


ance on the Ohio. A short time ago, how- 
ever, the admirable and most comfortably 
managed hospital steamer R. C. Wood, after 
andergoing repairs at New Albany, was 
ordered to Red River to receive a load of 
the wounded in the late expedition. It was 
the privilege of the Commission to add to 
her supples by such contributions as the 
surgeons and experienced female nurses 
made requisitions for. . 

#<In addition to the special efforts made to 
check the progress of scurvy, to which ref- 
erence has already been made, our work in 
the Army of the Cumberland has, of late, 
been almost entirely what may be termed 
current business. This, consisting in the 
maintenance of the numerous stations with 
all the different departments of the Com- 
mission’s labor represented by them, has 
now assumed proportions, which, compared 
with our operations in past years, renders 
them almost insignificant. 

The agency at Nashville, under the gene- 
ral supervision of Mr. Root, Dr. Read hav- 
ing gone to the front, has been so managed 
as to elicit warm commendation from the 
military and medical departments, and from 
numerous Civilians who have inspected its 
work, and, so far as known, without a lisp 
of criticism from any source. The store- 
house has been, as in months and years 
past, under the supervision of Mr. Robin- 
son, who, with his assistants, has received 
and shipped the immense amount of stores 
passing through his hands with an accu- 
racy and dispatch in the highest degree 
creditable. 

The Home, under the management of 
Capt. Brayton, has greatly grown in use- 
fulness, and now accommodates in comfort, 
almost in luxury, about two hundred dis- 
charged and furlonghed soldiers a day. 

At Murfreesboro’, Stevenson and Hunts- 
ville, our agencies, in the hands of a suffi- 
cient number of experienced and trusty 
men, have been doing each its part in the 
great work of the Commission. 

At Chattanooga our operations have been 
constantly expanding, until it has now be- 
come second to none of the agencies of the 
Commission in magnitude and importance. 


* 
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Dr. Read, as Chief Inspector of the Depart- 
ment, has made this his headquarters, while 
the business affairs of the agency have been, 
as heretofore, under the supervision of M. 
C. Read, assisted by a large corps of our 
most efficient and faithful agents. Nowhere 
has the value of the Commission’s work 
been more generally recognized than at 
Chattanooga, and nowhere have the med- 
ical and military authorities given us 
more unmistakable evidence of their appre- 
ciation and good will. The hospital gar- 
dens at this point are fully realizing our 
most sanguine anticipations. They embrace 
over two hundred acres now in cultivation, 
and are already furnishing large quantities 
of early vegetables for the use of the troops. 

At Knoxyille, the agency has continued 
under the direction of Dr. M. M. Seymour, 
and if we may believe the testimony of the 
Commanding General of the Department, 
his Medical Director, Dr. Hewitt, the sur- 
geons in charge of hospitals, and others, it 
has done much for the comfort and well- 
being of the troops, both in camp and hos- 
pital, in that department. 

The hospital garden of about a hundred 
acres at Knoxville, in charge of Mr. Cul- 
bertson, is said to be the admiration of all 
beholders. 

Within the last few weeks the energies of 
the representatives of the Commission have 
been directed toward a thorough prepara- 
tion for the struggle which seemed to be 
impending between the Union and Con- 
federate forces in Northern Georgia. With 
this object in view, our force at Chattanoo- 
ga and vicinity was largely increased, a re- 
lief corps organized to accompany the army, 
and a large amount of battle stores, gather- 
ed by contributions from our Branch Com- 
missions and by purchase, transported to 
the front. The great battles expected have 
not yet occurred, but sooner or later they 
are sure to come. It is believed that our 
preparations areample. Among the stores 
now held in readiness for this expected de- 
mand may be enumerated: 5,000 shirts, 5,000 
pairs of drawers, with other articles of bed- 
ding and clothing in like proportion; 5,000 
pounds of concentrated beef, 10,000 pounds 
of condensed milk, 100 barrels of crackers, 
2,000 pounds of dried fruit, 5,000 bottles of 
wine and spirit, 2,000 pounds of butter, 500 
pounds of tea, 1,000 pounds of sugar, with 
oranges and lemons, codfish, oysters, ale, 
farina, pickles, saurkraut, vegetables, eggs, 
compresses, bandages, and whatever goes 
to make up the long list of articles needed 
to mitigate the sufferings of those who are 
destined to fall in the struggle. 

With the advance of the army, frontier 
stations have been established at Cleveland, 
Ringgold and Dalton, where, while we 
write, an efficient corps of field agents are, 
as we know, engaged in their work of 
mercy .—Sanitary Reporter. 
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A SOLDIER'S TRIBUTE. 


The following poem was addressed to Mrs. 
, by a private of the 16th Regt. New York 
Vols. - He had been in her care on board of a 
Sanitary Commission boat at White House, Va. 
After he returned to the regiment he sent her 
these lines. Surely no lady has ever received 
a more graceful acknowledgment of kindness: 





From old St. Paul till now, 

Of honorable women not a few 

Have left their golden ease, in love to do 

The saintly work which Christ-like hearts pursue. 


And such a one art thou—God’s fair apostle, 
Bearing His love in war’s horrific train; 
Thy blessed feet follow its ghastly pain, 
And misery, and death, without disdain. 


To one borne from the sullen battle’s roar, 
Dearer the greeting of thy gentle eyes, 
When he, aweary, torn, and bleeding lies, 
Than all the glory that the victors prize. 


When peace shall come, and home shall smile again, 
A thousand soldier-hearts, in Northern climes, 

Shall tell their little children in their rhymes, 

Of the sweet saint who blessed the old war-times, 


ON THE CHICKAHOMINY, June 12, 1862. 


A DAY IN THE CENTRAL OFFICE DURING 
GRANT’S ADVANCE. 
WASHINGTON, D. C., May 23, 1864. 

I sit down for a moment, Mr. Editor, in the 
main business room of the Central Office of the 
Sanitary Commission, 244 F Street. 

Groups of inquirers, in asteady stream—fathers, 
brothers, wives, sisters, mothers—are entering, 
and are referred to the spacious office, up stairs, 
of 





THE HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

All night clerks have been engaged in enrolling 
in huge registers, of whieh each State has one or 
more, they names, received promptly and daily 
from the Medical Bureau, of the sick and wound- 
ed who have been brought in to general hospitals, 
and of the location and subsequent history of each. 
These are arranged under the regiments to which 
they belong, so that inquiries should always state 
the number of a wounded or deceased soldier’s 
regiment, and, if possible, the letter of his com- 
pany. 

A sufficient force sits ready at the several desks 
to make the needed reference and reply. And 
each inquirer goes away relieved of suspense by 
certainty ; and in a majority of cases a clue has 
been obtained to guide to the couch of the sufferer 


sought, or to the head-board of his new-made” 


erave. Often it is suggested, when the individual 
name is not found, to take from the register a 
name or two from the list of his regiment, and so 
to leain from a wounded officer, messmate or 
kinsman, the last that was known of his fellow- 
soldier on the battle-tield. 

SUDDEN HEMORRHAGE. 

Tain called away. A soldier, furloughed ata 
hospital, in hesitating compliance with, his long- 
ings for his home in a GX B ,—th 
Vols.,) has been suddenly stopped, while in 

















search of his pay, by hemorrhage of the brachial 
artery. A bullet had gone through his arm above 
the elbow, diagonally. while he was putting a cap 
upon his gun-lock, and there is a call for lint and 
bandages, with the words, ‘I knew the Sanitary 
Commission would take care of him.” He has 


| been carried into Dr. Stone’s office, and is soon 


kindly cared for by him, and then conducted to 
the Lodge on H Street, where he will be put all 
right and in due time forwarded on his way. He 
is pretty well bleached by loss of blood, and his 


_ hard hand lily-white. 


“T wanted ’em,” he said, * just to cut in and 
tie the artery, and make all tight; but the women 
told the doctor they thought it would get on with- 


| out; and he ought not to have minded them. I 
have it tied now, any way. They put off another 


fellow that way, till he bled and bled—and his | 
arm mortified, and then they cut it off, and then 
he died.” 

Well, A—— will get his ligature and a new , 
shirt into the bargain, and his transportation— 
perhaps. his back pay, if the rolls of his regiment 
are in—and then in the fresh air of he will 
soon be “ fighting his battles o’er again,” and a 
hero. : 

By the way, in bandaging his arm there was a 
revelation that furnishes a hint to 

MAKING OF BANDAGES. . 


T had started with a pocket fullfrom the ready 
stores in the office; and, to the great annoyance 
of the operator, (though borne with a patience that 
satisfied itself with some allusion to ‘ the inex- 
perienced good intention of some country girl,’’) 
an entangling fringe of loose threads bothered 
prodigiously. 

Bandages are to be made by tearing, not by 
cutting, the cloth; and, seeond, all the loose 
threads are to be picked away, either before or 
after rolling. : 

If the Directory for Sick and Wounded—con- 
stantly guiding inquiries by letter, by telegraph, 
and by mail—were the only instruments of the 
Commission’s function, it would well repay all | 





| outlay. : 


An agent of the Christian Commission comes 
in, memorandum book in hand. He desires to 
learn the whereabouts of a list of wounded. He 
is asked by me to write out their names and 
belongings distinctly on a slip of paper, and then 
goes up to the Directory.. He returns in five 
minutes. ‘Did you find your men?’ “ Yes, sir, 
all of them—all right.” , 

“Three thousand gone already to-day.” 

Many bags, full of letters, are now in the pro- 
cess of being sorted in my sight. They have been 


- handed in at the tents and sheds of the Sanitary 


Commission at Belle Plain and Fredericksburg 
—and at ‘‘ White Oak Church Shanty,” half way 
between—by the wounded, and by the reinforce- 
ments passing to the front, and brought up here. 


| in the steamers of the Commission. 


Some have postage stamps; others, and a very 
large portion, have none. They are carefully 
assorted here, postage stamps are attached at the 
expense of the Commission, and they are forward- 


ed without delay. What fitter return to the homes 


that have filled the treasury could be made? 
JACOB , OF MICHIGAN. 
Do you see that bright-eyed. well-formed boy, 
of ten years old—the quickest, gayest, aptest of 
the workers in the letter reom—plying, with the 








2 
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ad 
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quick stroke of a trip-hammer, the Sanitary Com- 
mission stamp with his nimble hand, and whistling 
at his work? 

It is “ Jacob.” He came in here from a trans- 
port load of wounded, soiled, begrimed, and foot- 
Worn; the son of a soldier, whom he had followed 
‘in the army, and who had fallen—leaving Jacob 
fatherless. 


What could be done but to wash, and clothe, ° 


and welcome him, and give him tasks level to 
his powers? And, now, the brightest, happiest, 
most touching sight in the office is ‘* Jacob ——, 
of Michigan.” ov 





CAMP COOKING. 


Below is an order issued over a year ago to 
the Army of the Cumberland, It contains some 
hints of great value to the new troops who are 
now taking the field. 

A great military chieftain once said, that 
*¢beans had killed more men than bullets.”. If 


this be true, it is not because of any inherent — 


unwholesomeness in the beans, but because of 


the imperfect manner in which they were then 


_ 


and are now usually prepared for use. Very 
few of the articles used for food are deleterious 
in themselves; there are none which may not 
be made so by improper preparation or combi- 
nation. Perhaps there is no one mode of cook- 
ing more universal and more mischievous than 
that of frying instead of broiling, and we re- 
spectfully suggest.this as the point scarcely 
second in importance to the proper preparation 
of ‘‘soup”—which, according to the French 
maxim, ‘‘ makes the soldier”: 


GENERAL ORDERS, No. 76. 


To preserve as far as possible the health of 
_the troops of this army, the following regula- 
tions, in regard to diet, are prescribed: 

I. When in camp, cooking will be done by 
companies instead of squads. 

Il. Soup, made according to the following 
recipes, will be served up to the men, as fol- 
lows: 

ist. Beef soup, when fresh beef can be pro- 
cured, twice a week. 

2d. Soup made from beans or peas, twice a 
week, or oftener if desired by the men. 


Beef and Vegetable Soup for Fifty Men. 
Beef, (cutin pieces of 4 or 5 pounds each) 35 Ibs. 


Desiccated Weeotables.y..-........%.. 3 lbs. 
en Gy ery i a 4 lbs 
Flour, sugar and salt, each.......::... 3 1b 

eg 4 OZ. 
GMM Oy Od so ga cca s cose 8 lbs. 


Directions.—Soak the desiccated vegetables 
from reveille until after breakfast. Immediately 
after breakfast put all the ingredients into ket- 
tles at once, except the flour; set them over the 


_ fire, and when beginning to boil diminish the 


heat, and siinmie® down until eleven o’clock, 
then add to the soup the flour, which has been 
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first mixed with enough water to form a thin 
batter, mix well together, and boil until noon. 
Sufficient hot water may be added from time to 
The soup 
should be stirred occasionally, to prevent burn- 
ing or sticking to the sides of the kettlo. 

Nore.—To make good beef soup, it must be 
borne in mind that the ingredients are put into 
cold water, and the heat gradually applied until 
near the boiling point, then simmer for several 
hours. By brisk boiling the exterior of the 
meat is hardened, and its juices will not be 
mixed with the water, but retained. The meat 
will also be tough and unpalatable. The desic- 
cated vegetables should be well separated when 
put in water to soak. 


Bean Soup for Fifty Men. 


PaO U NOS) tak ce See ws sts os oe 3 qts. 
Leyes pollius ail 00) 2 age Bok Es ah oa a rea 1p ibs. 
WMO abate wee lle se atte: 3. do. 
eC Le Te LTS an we ert a ghe Oe ee aks « 4 OZ. 
WADOE Aaa es a tn ele et wok 8 galls. 


Directions.—-Soak the beans over night; at 
reveille in the morning put them into “vessels 
carefully cleaned, and “poil steady until noon; 
then mash them with a spoon, or masher made 
for the purpose, and strain through a cullender 
if practicable. 

Immediately after breakfast put the* bacon, 
(or pork,) cut in pieces of from three to five 
pounds each, into another kettle with water, 
and boil for an hour; pour off the water, add 
the bacon to the soup, with onions (chopped 
fine) and pepper, and boil until noon. Remove 
the bacon, and cut into smaller pieces, suitable 
for serving with the soup. 

Notrs.—In the preparation of this soup, soft 
or rain water should be used where practicable, 
and if a less quantity than that directed be put 
into the vessel, or if it becomes necessary, from 
long boiling, to add more, it should be boiling 
and not cold water. 
ing, can be placed near the fire if the beans are 
not sufficiently soft to mash well. The reason 
for directing that the bacon be added after the 
beans are done, is that grease of any kind 
hardens them. 

When peas are used in lieu of beahs they 
should be treated in the same manner. 

IIf. All commanding officers are charged to 
see that these orders are strictly enforced, and, 
that there may be no negligence on the part of 
company cooks, company “officers will inspect 
the cooking every day, and see that it is prop- 
erly done. 

IV. The special attention of officers of the 
Inspector General’s Department will be given 
to this matter, and they are directed to report 
the execution or neglect of these orders, by 
every regiment in the department, in their 
semi-monthly inspection reports. 

V. The senior medical officer on duty with 
each regiment, will make a written report, on 
Monday of each week, to the. Medical Director 
of the Department, through the intermediate 
medical officers, stating the number of times 
soup has been served to the men during the 
week, the kind, and the quality of the cooking. 

The importance of wholesome food cannot be 
over-estimated, and the General Commanding 
enjoins: upon the commanding officer of every 
regiment the necessity of enforcing these orders. 


The bacon, after par-boil- 
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Improper and badly cooked food, eaten at un- 
seasonable hours, is the cause of much of the 
sickness which thins our ranks and fills our 
hospitals. 





NOTES ON NURSING. 
WHAT FOOD. 


I have known patients live for many months 
without touching bread, because they could not 
eat baker’s bread. These were mostly country 
patients, but not all. Home-made bread or 
brown bread is a most important article of diet 
for many patients. The use of aperients may 
be entirely superseded by it. Oat cake is 
another. 

To watch for the opinions, then, which ‘the 
patient’s stomach gives, rather than to read 
- “analyses of foods,” is the business of all those 
who have to settle what the patient is to eat— 
perhaps the most important thing to be pro- 
vided for him after the air he is to breathe. 

Now the, medical man who sees the patient 
only once a day, or even only once or twice a 
week, cannot possibly tell this without the as- 
. sistance of the patient himself, or of those who 
are in constant observation on the patient. The 
utmost the medical man can tell is whether the 
patient is weaker or stronger at this visit than 
he was at the last visit. I should therefore say 
that incomparably the most important office of 
the nurse, after she has taken care of the pa- 
tient’s air,is to take care to observe the effect 
of his food, and report it to the medical atten- 
dant. 

It is quite incalculable the good that would 
certainly come from such sound and close ob- 
servation in this almost neglected branch of 
nursing, or the help it would give to the medi- 
cal man. 

A great deal too much against tea is said by 
wise people, and a great deal too much of tea 
is given to the sick by foolish people. When 
you see the natural and almost universal crav- 
ing in English sick for their ‘‘ tea,” you cannot 
but feel that nature knows what she is about. 
But a little tea or coffee restores them quite as 
much as a great deal, and a great deal of tea, 
and especially of coffee, impairs the little power 
of digestion they have. Yet a nurse, because 
she sees how one or two cups of tea or coffee 
restores her patient, thinks that three or four 
cups will do twice as much. This is not the 
case at all; it is, however, certain that there is 
nothing yet discovered which is a substitute to 
the English patient for his cup of tea; he can 
take it when he can take nothing else, and he 
often can’t take any thing else if he has it not. 
I should be very glad if any of the abusers of 
tea would point out what to give to an English 


patient, after a sleepless night, instead of tea. - 


lf you give it at five or six o’clock in the morn- 
ing, he may even sometimes fall asleep after it, 
and get perhaps his only two or three hours’ 
sleep during the twenty-four. At the same 
time, you never should give tea or coffee to the 
sick, as a rule, after five o’clock in the after- 
noon. Sleeplessness in the early night is from 
excitement generally, and is increased by tea or 
coffee; sleeplessness which continues to the 
early morning is from exhaustion often, and is 
relieved by tea. The only English patients I 


have ever known refuse tea, have been typhus 
cases, and the first sign of their getting better 
was their craving again for tea. In general, the 
dry and dirty tongue always prefers tea to cof- 
fee, and will quite decline milk, unless with tea. 
Coffee is a better restorative than tea, but a 
greater impairer of the digestion. 
tient’s taste decide. You will say that, in cases 
of great thirst, the patient’s craving decides 
that it will drink a@ great deal of tea, and that 
you cannot help it. But in these cases be sure 


that the patient requires diluent for quite other — 


purposes than quenching the thirst; he wants a 
great deal of some drink, not only of tea, and 
the doctor will order what he is to have, barley 
water or lemonade, or soda water and milk, as 
the case may be. ; 

It is made a frequent recommendation to per- 
sons about to incur great exhaustion, either 


from the nature of the service, or from their. 


being notin a state fit for it, to eat a piece of 
bread before they go. I wish the recommenders 
would themselves try the experiment of substi- 
tuting a piece of bread for a cup-of tea or coffee, 
or beef-tea, as a refresher. They would find it 
a very poor comfort. When soldiers have to set 
out fasting on fatiguing duty, when nurses have 


to go fasting in to their patients, it is a hot . 


restorative they want, and ought to have, before 
they go, not a cold bit of bread. And dreadful 
have been the consequences of neglecting this. 
If they can take a bit of bread with the hot cup 
of tea, so much the better, but not instead of it. 
The fact that there is more’ nourishment in 
bread than in almost any thing else, has proba- 
bly induced the mistake. That it is a fatal 
mistake, there is no doubt. It seemis, though 


very little is known on the subject, that what ~ 


‘‘assimilates” itself directyy, and with the least 


trouble of digestion with the human body, is . 


the best for the above circumstances. Bread 
requires two or three processes of assimilation 
before it becomes like the human body. 

The almost universal testimony of English 
men and women who have undergone great 
fatigue, such as riding-long journeys without 


stopping, or sitting up for several nights in suc- . 


cession, is that they could do it best upon an 
occasional cup of tea; and nothing else. 

Let experience, not theory, decide upon this 
as upon all other things. 

Lehman, quoted by Dr. Christison, says-that, 
among the well and active, ‘‘the infusion of 1 
oz. of roasted coffee daily will diminish the 
waste” going on in the body ‘‘ by one-fourth,” 
and Dr. Christison adds that tea has the same 
property. Now this is actual experiment. Leh- 
man weighs the man, and finds the fact from 
his weight. Itis not deduced from any ‘‘ anal- 
ysis” of food. All experience among the sick 

hows the same thing. 

In making coffee, it is absolutely necessary to 
buy it in the berry and grind it at home. Other- 


_ wise you may reckon upon its containing a cer- 


tain amount of chicory, at least. This is not a 
question of the taste, or of the wholesomeness 
of chicory. It is that chicory has nothing at all 
of the properties for which you give coffee. And 
therefore you may as well not give it. : 
Again, all laundresses, mistresses of dairy- 
farms, head nurses, (I speak of the good old 
sort ohnly—women who unite a good deal o 
hard manual labor with the head-work neces. 


4 


Let the pa- — 
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sary for arranging the day’s business, so that 
none of it shall tread upon the heels of some- 
thing else,) set great value, I have observed, 
upon having a high-priced tea. This is called 
extravagant. But these women are ‘‘ extrava- 
gant” in nothing else. And they are right in 
this. Real tea-leaf tea alone contains the re- 
storative they want; which is not to be found 
in sloe-leaf tea. 

The mistresses of houses, who cannot even go 
over their own house ence a day, are incapable 
of judging for these women. For they are in- 
capable themselves, to all appearance, of the 
spirit of arrangement (no small task) necessary 


_ for managing a large ward or dairy. 


. Cocoa is often recommended to the sick in 
lieu of tea or coffee. But, independently of the 
fact that English sick very generally dislike 
cocoa, it has quite a different effect from tea or 
coffee. It is an oily, starchy nut, having no 
restorative power at all, but simply increasing 
fat. Itis pure mockery of the sick, therefore, 
to call it a substitute for tea. For any renovat- 
ing stimulus it has, you might just as well offer 


. them chestnuts instead of tea. 


An almost Se ae error among nurses is in 


the bulk of the food, and especially the drinks, — 


they offer to their patients: Suppose a patient 
ordered 4 oz. brandy during the day, how is he 
to take this if you make it into four pints with 
diluting it? The same with tea and beef-tea, 
with arrowroot, milk, &&. You have not in- 
creased the nourishment, you have not increased 
the renovating power of these articles, by in- 
creasing their bulk—you have very likely di- 
minished both by giving the patient’s digestion 
more to do, and most. likely of all, the patient 
will leave half of what he has been ordered to 
take, because he cannot swallow the bulk with 


which you have been pleased to invest it. It - 


requires very nice observation and care (and 
meets with hardly any) to determine what will 
not be too thick or strong for the patient to 
take, while giving him no more than the bulk 
which he is able to,swallow. 


BED AND BEDDING. 


A few words upon bedsteads and bedding; 
and principally as regards patients who are 
entirely, or almost entirely, confined to bed. 


Feyerishness is generally supposed to be a 


symptom of fever—in nine cases out of ten it is 
a symptom of bedding. The patient has had 
re-introduced into the body the emanations 
from himself which day after day and week 
after week saturate his unaired bedding. How 
can it be otherwise? Look at the ordinary bed 
in which a patient lies. 

If I were looking out for an example in order 


to show what not to do, I should take the speci-, 
men.of an ordinary bed in a private house: a. 


wooden bedstead, two or even three mattresses 
piled up to above the height of a table; a val- 
ance attached to the frame—nothing but a 
miracle could ever thoroughly dry or air such a 


bed and bedding. The patient must inevitably 


alternate between cold damp after his bed is 
made, and warm damp before, both saturated 
with organic matter, and this from the time the 
mattresses are put under him till the time they 
are picked to pieces, if this is ever done. 

If you consider that an adult in health exhales 
by the lungs and skin in the twenty-four hours 





three pints at least of moisture, loaded with 
organic matter ready to enter into putrefaction; 
that in sickness the quantity is often greatly 
increased, the quality is always more noxious— 
just ask yourself next where does all this mois- 
ture go to? Chiefly into the bedding, because 
it cannot go any where else. And it stays 
there; because, except perhaps a weekly change 
of sheets, scarcely any other airing is attempted. 
A nurse will be careful to fidgetiness about 
airing the clean sheets from clean damp, but 
airing the dirty sheets from noxious damp will 
never even oceur to her. Besides this, the most 
dangerous effluvia we know of are from the 
excreta of the sick—these are placed, at least 
temporarily, where they must throw their efflu- 
via into the under side of the bed, and the space 
under the bed is never aired; it cannot be, with 
our arrangements. Must not such a bed be al- 
ways saturated, and be always the means of re- 
introducing into the system of the unfortunate 
patient who lies in it, that excrementitious 
matter to eliminate which from the body nature 
had expressly appointed the disease ? 

My heart always sinks within me when I hear 
the good house-wife, of every class, say, ‘‘I 
assure you the bed has been well slept in,” and 
I can only hope it is not true. What? is the 
bed already saturated with somebody else’s 
damp before my patient comes to exhale in it 
his own damp? Has it not hada single chance 
to be aired? No,notone. ‘It has been slept 
in every night.” 

The only way of really nursing a real patient 
is to have an iron bedstead, with rheocline 
springs, which are permeable by the air up to 
the very mattress, (no valance, of course, ) the 
mattress to be a thin hair one; the bed to be 
not above 34 feet wide. If the patient be en- 
tirely confined to his bed, there should be two 
such bedsteads; each bed. to be ‘‘made” with 
mattress, sheets, blankets, &c., complete—the 
patient to pass twelve hours in each bed; on no 
account to carry his sheets with him. The 
whole of the bedding to be hung up to air for 
each intermediate twelve hours. Of course 
there are many cases where this cannot be done 
at all—many more where only an approach to 
it can be made. I am indicating the ideal of 
nursing, and what I have .actually had done. 
But about the kind of bedstead there can be no 
doubt, whether there be one or two provided. 

There is a prejudice in favor of a wide bed— 
I believe it to be a prejudice. - All the refresh- 
ment of moving a patient from one side to the 
other of his bed is far more effectually secured 
by putting him into a fresh bed; and a patient 
who is really very ill does not stray far in bed. 
But it is said there is no room to puta tray 
down on a narrow: bed. No good nurse will 
ever put a tray on a bed at all. If the patient 
can turn on his side, he will eat more comfort- 
ably from a bed-side table; and on no account 
whatever should a bed ever be higher than a 
sofa. Otherwise the patient feels himself ‘‘ out 
of humanity’s reach;’ he can get at nothing for 
himself; he can move nothing for himself. If 
the patient cannot turn, a table over the bed is 
a better thing. Ineed hardly say that a patient’s 
bed should never have its side against the wall. 
The nurse must be able to get easily to both 
sides of the bed, and to reach easily every part 
of the patient without stretching—a thing im- 
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‘Sige if-the bed be either too wide or too 
igh. 

When I see a patient, in a room nine or ten 
feet high, upon a bed between four and five feet 
high, with his head, when he is sitting up in 
bed, actually within two or three feet of the 
ceiling, I ask myself, is this expressly planned 
to produce that peculiarly distressing feeling 
common to the sick, viz., as if the walls and 
ceiling were closing in upon them, and they 
becoming sandwiched between floor and ceiling, 
which imagination is not, indeed, here so far 
from the truth? If, over and above this, the 
window stops short of the ceiling, then the pa- 
tient’s head may literally be raised above the 
stratum of fresh air, even when the window is 
open. Can human perversity any farther go, 
in unmaking the process of restoration which 
God has made? 
sleepers, or of sick, should never he higher than 
the throat of the chimney, which ensures their 
being in the current of best air. And we will 
not suppose it possible that you have closed 
your chimney with a chimney board. 

Ifa bed is higher than a sofa} the difference 
of the fatigue of getting in and out of bed will 
just make the difference, very often, to the pa- 
tient (who can get in and out of bed at all) of 
being able to take afew minutes’ exercise, either 
in the open air or in another room. Itis so 
very odd that people never think of this, or of 
how many more times a patient who is in bed 
for the twenty-four hours is obliged to get in 
and out of bed than they are, who only, it is to 
be hoped, get into bed once and out of bed once 
during the twenty-four hours. 

A patient’s bed should always be in the light- 
est spot in the room; and he should be able to 
see out of window. 

I need scarcely say that the old four-post bed 
with curtains is utterly inadmissible, whether 
for sick or well. Hospital bedsteads are in many 
respects very much less objectionable than pri- 
vate ones. 

There is reason to believe that not a few of 
the apparently unaccountable cases of scrofula 
_ among children proceed from the habit of sleep- 
ing with the head under the bed clothes, and so 
inhailing air already breathed, which is farther 
contaminated by exhaltations from the skin. 
Patients are sometimes given to a similar habit, 
and it often happens that the bed clothes are so 
disposed that the patient must necessarily 
breathe air more or less contaminated by ex- 
halations from his skin. A good nurse will be 
careful to attend to this. It is an important 
part, so to speak, of ventilation. 

It may be worth while to remark, that where 
there is any danger of bed-sores a blanket should 
never be placed under the patient. It retains 
damp and acts like a poultice. 

Never use anything but light Whitney blankets 
as bed covering for the sick. The heavy cotton 
impervious counterpane is bad, for the very 
reason that it keeps in the emanations from the 
sick person, while the blanket allows them to 
pass through. Weak patients are invariably dis- 
tressed by a great weight of bed clothes, which 
often prevents their getting any sound sleep 
whatever, 

_One word about pillows. Every weak pa- 
tient, be his illness what it may, suffers 
more or less from difficulty in breathing. To 


The fact is, that the heads of. 








take the weight of the body off the poor 
chest, which is hardly up to its work as it is, 
ought therefore to be the object of the nurse in 


arranging his pillows. Now what does she do and 


what are the consequences? She piles the pil- 
lows one-a-top of the other like a wall of bricks. 
The nead is thrown upon the chest. And the 


shoulders are pushed forward, so as not to allow 


the lungs to expand. The pillows, in fact, lean 


upon the patient, not the patient upon the pil-. 


lows. It is impossible to give a rule for this, 
because it must vary with the figure of the pa- 
tient. And tall patientssuffer much more than 
short ones, because of the drag of the long limbs 
upon the waist. But the object is to support, 
with the pillows, the back below the breathing 
apparatus, to allow the shoulders room to fall 
back, and support the head, without throwing 
it forward. The suffering of dying patients is 
immensely increased by neglect of these points. 
And many an invalid, too weak to drag about his 
pillows himself, slips his book or anything at 
hand behind the lower part of his back to sup- 
port. o” 
LIGHT. 


a 

It is the unqualified result of all my experi- 
ence with the sick, that second only to their 
need of fresh air is their need of light; that, 
after a close room, what hurts them most is a 
dark room. And that it is not only light but 
direct sun-light they want. I had rather have 
the power of carrying my patient about after the 
sun, according to the aspect of the rooms, if cir- 
cumstances permit, than let him linger in a 
room when the sun is off. People think the 
effect is upon the spirits only. This is by no 
means the case. 


tograph. Without going into any scientific ex- 
positions we must admit that light has quite as 
real and tangible effects upon the human body. 
But this is not all. Who has not observed the 
purifying effect of light, and especially of direct 
sunlight, upon the air of a room? Here is an 


observation within everybody's experience. Go © 


into a room where the shutters are always shut. 
(in a sick room or a bed room there should 
never be shutters shut,) and though the room 


be uninhabited, though the air has never been ~ 


polluted by the breathing of human beings, you 
will observe a close, musty smell of corrupt air, 
of air i. e. unpurified by the effect of the sun’s 
rays. The mustiness of dark rooms and cor- 
ners, indeed. is proverbial. The cheerfulness of 


a room, the usefulness of light in treating dis- 


ease is all-important. 

A very high authority in hospital construc- 
tion has said that the people do not enough 
consider the difference between wards and dor- 


mitories in planning their buildings. ButI go . 


farther, and say, that healthy people never re- 
member the difference between bed-rooms and 
sick-rooms, in making arrangements for the 
sick. To a sleeper in health it does not signify 
what the view is from his bed. He ought never 
to be in it excepting when asleep, and atnight. 
Aspect does not very much signify either, (pro- 
vided thé sun reach his bed-room some time in 
every day, to purify the air,) because he ought 
never to be in his bed-room except during the 
hours when there is no sun. But the case is 


exactly reversed with the sick, even should they 


The sun is not only a painter 
buta sculptor. You admit that he does the pho- 
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be as many hours out of their beds as you are 
in yours, which probably they are not. There- 

fore, that they should be able, without raising 
themselves or turning in bed, to see out of 
window from their beds, to see sky and sun- 
light at least, if you can show them’ nothing 
else,I assert to be, ifnot of the very first impor- 
tance for recovery, atleast something very near 
it. And you should therefore look to the posi- 
tion of the beds of your sick one of the very 
first things. If they can see out of two windows 
instead of one, so much the better. Again, the 
morning sun and the mid-day sun—the hours 
when they are quite certain not to be up, are of 
more importance to them, if a choice must be 
made, than the afternoon sun. Perhaps you can 
take them out of bed in the afternoon and set 
them by the window, where they can see the 
sun. But the best rule is, if possible, to give 
them direct sunlight from the moment he rises 
till the moment he sets. 

Another great difference between the bed- 
room and the sick-room is, the sleeper has a very 
large balance of fresh air to begin with, when 
he begins the night, if his room has been open 
all day as it ought to be; the sick man has not, 
because all day he has been breathing the airin 
the same room, and dirtying it by the emana- 
tions from himself. Far more care is therefore 
necessary to keep up a constant change of air 
in the sick room. 

It is hardly necessary to add that there are 
acute cases, (particularly a few ophthalmic 
cases, and diseases where the eye is morbidly 
sensitive,) where a subdued light is necessary. 
But a dark north room is inadmissible even for 
these. You can always moderate,the light by 
blinds and curtains. 

Heavy, thick, dark window or bed curtains 

should, however, hardly ever be used for any 
kind of sick in this country. A light white cur- 
tain at the head of the bed is, in general, all 
that is necessary, and a green blind to the win- 
dow, to be drawn down only when necessary. 
_ One ofthe greatest observers of human things, 
(not physiological,) says, in another language: 
“ Where there is sun there is light.” All physi- 
ology goes to confirm this. Where is the shady 
side of deep vallies, there is cretinism. Where 
are cellars and the unsunned sides of narrow 
streets, there is the degeneracy snd weaklines 
of the human race—mind and body equally de- 
generating. Put the pale withering plant and 
_ human being into the sun, and, if not too far 
gone, each will recover health and spirit. 

It is a curious thing to observe how almost 
all patients lie with their faces turned to the 
light, exactly as plants always make their way 
towards the light; a patient will even complain 
that it gives him pain ‘‘lying on that side.” 
‘¢ Then why do you lie on that side?” He does 
not know-—but we do. It is because it is the 
side towards the window. A fashionable physi- 
cian has recently published in a government 
report that he always turns his patient’s faces 
from the light. Yes, but nature is stronger than 
fashionable physicians, and depend upon it she 
turns the faces back and towards such light as 
she can get. Walk through the wards of a hos- 
pital, remember the bed sides of private patients 
you have seen, and count how many sick you 
ever saw lying with their faces toward the 
windows. —Miss Nightingale. 
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OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 
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2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from imposture and fraud. 
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THE U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, 1861, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi- 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 


H. W, Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shiras, U. 8. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen’l U. §. ny 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Howe, M. D. , Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, MD., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M. D: Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rey. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I, 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Ill. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof, Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stillé. 

fizra B. McCagg, Chicago, Il. 


OFFICERS: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrangements 
for supplying information gratuitously, with regard to 
patients in all the United States General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England States, East- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
** Office of Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address ‘‘ Office of 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Tilinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address ‘Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky.”’ 


In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
was when last heardfrom. If the application is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail; if in person, 
it will be answered at once; or if by ‘telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
expense. 


Rar Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 


effectually than by frequently and widely disseminating — 


a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. . 

The Sanitary Commission, under special author- 
ity of the President of the United States, maintains 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
safe conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put 
in its charge for the sick and wounded at points _ 
where they are most wanted. It operates with — 
equal care and generosity at all points—at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at 
Chattanooga—its distributions being governed by a 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
societies, and all disposed to aid the sick and 
wounded, without reference to States or localities, 
but simply to their ‘relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their offerings: 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, 0. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, Tl. 

Sanitary ‘Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s Block, Buffalo, New York. 

Sanitary ‘Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penn. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 


~ ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 


opanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Columbus, 
hio 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Commission receives no pecuniary aid what-. 
ever from the Government, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the public for 
the means of sustaining its operations. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq. .» Lreasurer, 
68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


General Superintendent, Rey. F. N. Knapp, Washing- 


‘ton, D. C. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. 


Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Wash« 
ington, D. C. 

Soldier’s Lodge, 76 Rises Street, Boston. 4: 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between 13th and 14th Streets, 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station. — 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D. C. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio—Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, I11.—O. N. Shipman, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, Sup’ i 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 
' Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.—L. Crane, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio— , Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio—Clark Warren, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.—C. W. 
Christy, Sup’t and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, Sup’t. 


AGENCY FOR PENSIONS. 
William F, Bascom, Pension Agent, Washington, D. 0 


HOSPITAL CARS. 


Between Washington and New York—Sol. Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon in charge. 

Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 

Between Louisville and Murfreesboro’—Dr. J. P. Bar: 
num, Surgeon in charge. 





SANITARY STEAMER. 
Cumberland River—~ New Dunleith. 
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(FROM JURIES 3 AND 4) 


AT THE 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
 JFLOWIDOW, Soe. 


Being Sole Awards gained by anything of the kind. It also received Superlative Report of 
“EXCEEDING EXCELLENT FOR FOOD.” 


MAIZENA, 


At the GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION at HAMBURG, July, 1863, received 
the highest Prize Medal for its great delicacy as an article of food. 


MAIZENA, 


At the FAIR of the NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, at Utica, N. Y., 
September, 1863, received both Dirtoma and MrEpat. 


MAIZENA, 


‘ AT THE 
Pennsylvania State Fair at Norristown, 


Oct. 3, 1863, Took Gotp MeEpAt. 

** MAIZENA” has also taken the first premium at the AmmRican Instrtutrr, New York 
City; New Jerszy Srare Farr at Trenton, and at other places—in every instance where 
it has been exhibited. 

“¢ MATZENA” has never failed to receive the highest award when placed in competi- 
tion with Corn Starch and all articles of like character, after a thorough Microscopical 
and Analytical Examination of disinterested judges. It therefore stands commended to 
the public as the best article of its kind in the world without any comments of the manu- 
facturer. 


MAIZENA, 


For Puddings, Cakes, Custards, Blanc Mange, &c., without isinglass, with few or no eggs, 
at a cost astonishing the most economical. Itis also excellent for thickening sweet sauces, 
gravies for fish and meat, soups, &c. For Ice Cream, nothing can compare with it. A 
little boiled in milk will produce rich cream for Coffee, Chocolate, Tea, &c. 

Put up in one pound packages, under the trade mark ‘‘ Maizena,” with directions 
for use. 

A most delicious article of food for children and invalids of all ages, For sale by 
Grocers and Druggists everywhere. 


WHOLESALE DEPOT, 166 FULTON STREET. 
WM. DURYEA. Genera! Agent. 
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OBRFICH OF THE 


Colwnbian (Aarine) Husuvance 
COMPANY, 


CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 


CASH CAPITAL, - - - $1,000,000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863, 


Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 1864 ).0 2. ee $3,140,930 80 
Total Amount of Premiums OR a ye SEE Iy yr 3,252,256 16 
Excess of Harned Premiums over Losses, &c............ 0.5. seb este 1,137,063 33 
Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies....... 441,206 49 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 


OT TOG 06). .i0.6.0 sass dim wie wipe i fete false 'olpsaRlate pasate toile ta al aa ar 269,614 80 
Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums............ Seas gaa 15 per cent. 
Dividend for the Year to’Stockholders’, .5i2)4 We Jaa. eee ... 26 per cent. 


LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Risks on which the Premium is paid in like Currency. 


DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 

Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 
PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cEnr. 

Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the shea of 
one hundred dollars. 


DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, M. F. MERICK, MOSES MERICK, 
DANIEL W. LORD, WM. B, OGDEN, DAVID J. ELY, 
GEORGE MILN, | JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
JOHN ATKINSON, B. C. MORRIS, WM. H. POPHAM, 
THOS. A. C, COCHRANE, ANDREW J. RICH, B. C. MORRIS, Jr., 
WM. H. HALSEY, DAN’L W. TELLER, EZRA NYE, — 
THOS. BARRON, JOHN D. BATES, JR., HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
ROLAND G. MITCHELL, CHARLES HICKOX, THOMAS LORD, 
ALBERT @, LEE, ROBERT BOWNE, ROBERT Sy; HOLT, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, LAWRENCE MYERS, J. B. GRIFFIN. 
O. L. NIMS, S. N. DERRICK, 
THOS. LORD, Vice-President. B. C. MORRIS, President. 


WM. M. WHITNEY), 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 
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‘NORTH AMERICAN 


Fire Insurance Company, 


IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 








~~ 


OFFICE, No. 114 BROADWAY. 


INCORPORATED 18238. 


CASH OAPITAL (May ], | 
AND ee Ls,; 1864, ($675,014 13. 











ASSETS: 
Loans on Bond and Mortgage, being first lien on Real Hstate, 

worth over Fifty per cent. above the amount loaned........ $173,160 00 
Stocks, Bonds and other Securities owned by the Company, mar- 

YES CUTIES ea 365,960 00 
PONG) te ek ee lec eeee a2 ey! 2408915 
eameromeaemana with collaterals... 0.0655. ce eee ee 71,400 00 
Premiums due and outstanding ................--.. etre eee 3,820 81 
Cash in Agents’ hands in course of transmission [business of April 

ie hic ee ea Selene cece eaes 13,491 57 
Wmmerey permed on cccuritics |... ,.........-c0.-..0cececeees 21,684 60 
OPO PEO OMIOATY oe a ele eid cece ee wee 1,265 00 

$675,014 13 


APR UAC TUSKOG: cian de cs gaya oiah alee” See $10,500 00 





Insures Property against Loss or Damage by Fire at cael rates, 
and returns three-fourths of the net Profits, each year, to the As- 
sured. 

Policies Issued and Losses paid at the Office of the Company, or at 
its various Agencies in the principal cities in the United States. 


| JAMES W. OTIS, President. 
R. W. BLEECKER, Secretary. 
R. F. MASON, Sup’t Agencies. 
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E. & H. T. ANTHONY, 


MANUPACTURERS OF PHOTORRAPHIS MATERIALS, 
501 Broadway, New York. | 


2 PHOTOGR 


Our Catalogue now embraces considerably over 


FOUR THOUSAND : 


different subjects, (to which additions are continually being made, ) of Portraits of 
Eminent Americans, etc., viz.: 














110 Major Generals, 550 Statesmen, 
230 Brigadier Generals, 130 Divines, 
270 Colonels, 116 Authors, 
90 Lieut. Colonels, . 34 Artists, 
250 Other Officers, 120 Stage, 
82 Officers. of the Navy, 66 Prominent Women. 


147 Prominent Foreign Portraits. 
2,500 COPIES OF WORKS OF ART, 


Including reproductions of the most celebrated Engravings, Paintings, Ntatues, &e. 


CATALOGUES SENT ON RECEIPT OF STAMP. 
An order for One Dozen PICTURES from our Catalogue will be filled on receipt of $1.80, and sent by mail, free. 


PHOTOGRAPHIC ALBUMS. 


Of these we manufacture a great variety, ranging in price from 50 cents to $50 each. 





Our ALBUMS have the reputation of being superior in beauty and durability to any others. 


They can be sent by mail at a postage of one cent per oz. 
. 


We also keep on hand a large assortment of 


STEREOSGOPES AND STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS. 


Our Catalogue of these will be sent to any address on receipt of stamp. 
. E. & H. T. ANTHONY, 


Manufacturers of Photographic Materials, 
501 BROADWAY, NEW YORK. 


Friends or Relatives of Prominent Military Men will confer a favor by sending us their 
likenesses to copy. They will be kept carefully, and returned uninjured. 


gs PINE ALBUMS MADE TO ORDER for Congregations to present tp their Pastor, 
or for other purposes, with suitable inscriptions, &c. 


A fine assortment of Stereoscopic Views of the Battle Fields, &c., of the fire War. 
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’ Tur Sanrrary Commission BULLETIN is published 
on the jirsl and fifteenth of every month, and as it 
has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 


-eopies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 


advertising. 
All communications must be addressed to the Ed- 
itor, at the office, 823 Broadway, and must be au- 


thenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 


As the continuance of the publication of the Bu- 
LETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, 
and on the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission—the Standing Committee feels a certain de- 
gree of reluctance to solicit subscriptions for it—and 


- thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a 


definite period. 
The Committee understand, however, that some of 
their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 


press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give 


= 


Z 


notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 


Treasurer, (G. T. Srrone, 68 Wall Street, or No. 
823 Broadway, New York, ) will secure its being sent 
to such contributor during the remainder of the cur- 


rent year, unless its publication be sooner discon- 


tinued. 
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THE MONTH’S WORK. 


Subjoined is a statement of the disburse- 
ments made by the Commission, during the 
month of May, for the national forces in 
Virginia. It will be seen that of $328,351, 
there has been expended in cash drawn 
from the Central Treasury $236,349, or 
over two-thirds of the total amount. And 
it must be remembered, too, that this is 
for the relief of only one of our armies. It 
does not include any portion of the outlay 
incurred on behalf of General Sherman’s 
army in Georgia, or on behalf of General 
Banks’s army in Mississippi. Nor does it 
include the expenses of the ‘‘ Homes” and 
‘* Lodges” scattered all over the country, 
nor of the work of sanitary inspection. It 
has, in fact, been called forth by the sick 
and wounded of the forces in Virginia, and 
during only the opening month of what 
promises to be a long and bloody cam- 
paign. 

We call attention to these facts for the 


_ benefit. of those—and their name is legion 


—who are possessed with the belief, that, 
inasmuch as the Commission has received 
a million and a half from the fairs, it has 
now money enough, and the tide of public 
charity may be turned in some other direc- 
tion. A quarter of a million is gone in 
Virginia alone in four weeks. At this rate, 


the fund now in the treasury, or likely to 


come into it, would not nearly meet all the 
wants of General Grant’s army only be- 
tween now and the first of November, for 
we are constantly forced into extending the 
field of our operations. There is constantly 
a vast deal of suffering which the Medical 
Department cannot prevent, and which we, 
let us be ever so well supported by the 
country, cannot nearly relieve. 


. 


482 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 





On-a subsequent page of the present 
number will be found a statement in detail 
of the issues of supplies in Virginia during 
the month of May, as well as of the anti- 
scorbutic stores, now on hand, that have 
been forwarded to our depots in Maryland 
and Virginia. About the latter we will 
only say, that they fall very far short of 
meeting the call upon them. One of the 
greatest dangers with which the army has 
to contend, is the scorbutic tendencies 
created by the want of vegetables. We 
have so often set forth in these pages the 
effects upon the soldier’s health and effi- 
ciency, and his recuperative power when 
wounded, of the scorbutic taint, that it is 
not necessary that we should now go over 
the ground again. But we must once more 
earnestly appeal to the public for contribu- 
tions of onions and potatoes. It is safe to 
say that every barrel of either of these 
vegetables forwarded to us may be the 
means of saving a life. With such a vast 
extent of fertile soil as is at the command 
of two-thirds of our population, there ought 
to be no difficulty in obtaining more of 
these things than we can possibly use. 
Will, therefore, everybody who has either 
‘a garden or a farm, remember that a very 
small patch of it may, by a very small 
amount of labor, be made to rescue a sol- 
dier from death? 


Statement of Disbursements during the month 
of May, 1864, for the National Forces in Vir- 


ginia: ; 


SuPPLIns, 
Arnott paid for purchases at— 
ews YORI Gee sages cht eae sintee $57,942 38 
WV ASUS UO: aie otels cleysie syieralh aeons 28,758 58 
PeBaltimMOre Mei. 2. delsisceehdae sina’ 43,404 64— $130,105.60 
DISTRIBUTION, 


Expenses, including subsistence, transporta- 
tion and compensation, of over +wo hundred 
Relief Corps Agents; forage for horses; ma- 


’ terials necessary for the work of agents pomieie 17,150 17 
HorRsES, WAGONS, AND HARNESS, 
AMOHUNE DALOMOR Grane oF es crea ae « vic)e Roles aimee 31,755 43 
TRANSPORTATION, 


Amount paid for Charter— 
Steamer ‘‘ Kent,’’ 20 days, to June 


LSAT etch te ao Peta tee she borers seis $4,500 00 f 


Steamer “J. B. Thompson,’’ 27 


days, to June Ist.. ... 3,375 00 
Steamer ‘‘ Mary Rapley,” 24. days 

fo UUDE LSU ene ale hee ies oe 2,400 00 
Steamer ‘‘ Phosnix,’’ 734 days, to 

JUNE 186 oc bees He ee 90 00 
Barge ‘‘ Washington,’’ — days to 

PUNG Lab 's:495.% hose eee kee ste 420 00 
Schooner cape ” 15 days, to ‘ 

June Ist . 3 300 00 
Steamer “Gov. Curtin, 3g ‘days, 

to UUieeatge tae Ae: fe gee 800 00 


Barge ‘* Hoboken,” 10 days, to 
Fund Let is. di ecek Heme? 275 00 
Ooal, IAbO7, Wi6.S) ciiisle nie ont sae oe 2,373 21— 15,133 21 


‘~‘. 


SPECIAL RELIEF. 


Amount during the month............. «.- “4,206 80 
Estimated value of additional supplies ey 
tributed to the Commission and issued - 
the Army in Eastern Virginia .. _ 130, 000 00 
Totals. . cies olctakte eens $328,351 21 _ 





THE SANITARY COMMISSION AND THE 


MEDICAL DEPARTMENT. 


The following letter has been addressed 
to the editor of the Washington Chronicle, 
by Mr. Knapp, our Associate Secretary: 

My attention has been called to the tone 
of exaggeration in which some persons 
speak of the work of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, as if the Commission was doing every- 
thing and the Government nothing for the 
wounded soldiers. These statements do 
not emanate from, nor are they endorsed 
by the Sanitary Commission. On the con- 
trary, while the Commission records, and 


‘is glad to be able to record, the aid it has 


rendered to the wounded, -and while it 
seeks by public reports to assure the peo- 
ple that it is alive and worthy the trust 
placed in its hands, it is never found de- 
preciating the vastly greater service render- 
ed by the Government, through the regu- 
lar channels of aid and supply. 

The Sanitary Commission gives no coun- 
tenance to that tone of wholesale denunci-_ 
ation in which ‘‘visitors” to the army 
speak of the neglect and utter delinquency 
of public officers in caring for the wounded. 
The Commission sees what it considers de- 
fects, and it is forced to recognize in indi-- 
vidual officers and on specified occasions 
what it believes to be delinquencies and > 
neglect, and the suffering consequent; but . 
it also sees and recognizes, as few others 
can, the immense labor which devolves upon 
the Medical Department in times like these, 
and the immense work which is done. It 
realizes, as others may not, that the trans- 
porting of twenty-five thousand wounded 
men from the battle-field to distant hospit- 
als, involves unavoidable delays and suffer- 
ing; especially when, as now, the army is 
moving rapidly forward, with a frequent 
change of base, compelling, as a ‘‘ military 
necessity,” the instant transportation of 
wounded from the vicinity of previously 


occupied fields to general hospitals, no 


matter how severe may be the wounds, or 
how impassable the roads, or how deficient 


: 


_to be carried on. 
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the means of transportation at command. 


No man who has not been upon the ground, | 


and day after day seen the labor to be un- 
dergone, and the difficulties to be met, can 
form the slightest idea of the terrific work 
laid upon the medical officers after a great 
battle. 


Sometimes ata single wharf, as was the | 
case at Belle Plain, a business equal to that | 


of a city of fifty thousand inhabitants has 
There are the Quarter- 
masters and the Commissaries, with their 


- erowds of boats and immense stores, wagons 


in trains a mile long pushing in from the 


shore, and impatiently waiting to be load- | 


ed; re-enforcements, five to ten thousand 
men in one single day, arriving to be dis- 
embarked and moved forward to the bat- 
tle-field; prisoners, by the thousands also, 
-to be brought down to the boats under 


guard; and meantime, with it all, at this 


same wharf must place and time be found 
for receiving the wounded as they are 
brought in, two or three hundred ambu- 
lances and wagons at once, followed imme- 
diately by as many more—with a crowd of 
those men, who with wounds less severe, 
have walked in with slow steps from corps 
and division hospitals. This is a mere out- 
line sketch, to be filled in with the break- 
ing down of wagons on shore, blocking 
whole trains; tearing up the corduroy roads, 
opening thus the way to mud and quick- 
sands; the arrival of unexpected wounded, 
and non-arrival of expected boats; the rush, 
and moving to and fro of these masses of 
men and teams and stores; the slow, cau- 
tious handling upon stretchers, borne down 
in long file, of men with amputated limbs 
or terrible wounds; the feeding of the hun- 
gry and trying to alleviate their sufferings; 
all this continued by night the same as by 
day, through the darkness and the rain. 
A person who has never been in the midst 
of all this, and who has not repeatedly 
been in the midst of all this, has no power 
and no right te judge of what the officers 
of the medical and of other departments 
are doing. Still less power or right to 


judge and criticise belong to the individual | 


who with excited feelings of philanthropy 


- goes from some quiet home of his own 
_ down to the ‘‘front,” expecting by a week’s 


work ‘of humane and irresponsible labor to 





set everything to rights and relieve all suf- 
fering. To such a man the whole scene is, 
of course, confusion and neglect and ruin, 
while in reality it is simply War, with what 
in a great measure are its unavoidable con- 
sequences. The Sanitary Commission 
knows from long acquaintance with such 
scenes the work which the Medical Depart- 
ment has to do, and the embarrassments 
under which it labors. | , 

With a steady hand in its own assigned 
place does the Commission seek to co-ope- 
rate with the Medical Department. All 
the employees of the Commission are in- 
structed not to criticise but to work; and 
to work subjecting themselves to military 
rule. So far as I know, a spirit of cordial 
good-will is felt by all the officers and real 
workers of the Commission in the field for 
the medical staff, with whom they have di- 
rect relations. 

The Sanitary Commission in proper place 
and in authorized manner does not hesi- 
tate to point out the deficiences and neg- 
lects which it sees. It seeks honestly and 
earnestly to secure needed reforms; it ad- 
vocates constantly what it constantly sees 
the call for, as, for instance, a larger provis- 
ion for the sick and wounded, embracing a 
larger corps of surgeons and of nurses; 
more hospital transports, exclusively assign- 
ed for the whole term of war to the Medical 
Department; and an independent and ample 
transportation train, involving a large out- 
lay, as entirely under the control of the 
Surgeon-General and his officers, as is the 
ambulance train. The Sanitary Commis- . 
sion thus points out what it considers de- 
fects, and seeks to secure reform; yet it 
works in good faith and cordial earnestness, 


| in its own more humble way, with the Med- 


ical Department as a whole. 

In order to illustrate this, let me call 
your attention to the following extracts 
from letters and reports concerning the 
work of the Commission, in which refer- 
ence is made to Medical Officers. You will 
see that the tone is that of co-operation. 

I will turn first to the last report received 
from. the agent of the Commission in charge 
of the work at Port Royal, Virginia, a day 
or two since. He says: 


‘* All day Friday we fed, and issued sup- 
plies to the wounded, without stint. All 
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the departments have treated us with a 
cordiality, and more than cordiality—a 
willing confidence and cheer—that makes 
one quite buoyant in approaching them 
and working with them. Dr. Cuyler, Dr. 
Phillips, the representative of Dr. Parlan, 
at this post, and Dr. McKay, have been 
especially obliging. Dr. Cuyler on finding 
us so diligently at work, told me to draw 
on him for anything I needed. He loaned 
us additional stores, cauldrons, furnished 
us beef stock and coffee to any extent that 
we desired, and facilitated-our operations 
in all proper ways, giving us information 
of the arrival of trains freely and promptly. 

“‘T have never before seen the organic and 
proper relations between the Medieal De- 
partment and the Commission so smoothly, 
thoroughly, and harmoniously adjusted— 
It was official and responsible—we were 
supplementers not supplanters, and the at- 
tachés of each seemed to have a strong feel- 
ing of mutual respect and heartiness.’”’— 
Report of John A. Anderson, Port Royal, 
Va., May 28, 1864. 


To this, I add extracts from recently 
printed records—some of them official re- 


ports, some hastily written letters. 
" ** May 11, 1864. 
‘Tt should not be forgotten, 
however, that the labors of the Commis- 
Sion are subordinate, and only auxiliary to 
the vaster and more perfectly organized 
system of the Medical Department of the 
Army, with which it works in complete 
accord. Col. Barnes, acting Surgeon Gen- 
eral, gives to the Commission and. its 
agents such facilities as are asked for, and 
from the Quartermaster’s Department val- 
uable aid is received.” 
% x 


¥* *% * 


* * 


‘‘With these nineteen teams the sup- 
plies can goon to Fredericksburg rapidly, 
where there is need of them. I can assure 
you, although Government is making ex- 
ertions to supply the need, and is con- 
stantly showing increased ability to put in 
practice what were before regarded as only 
experiments. Thus, the Government has 
prepared, and admirably, two large hospi- 
tal transports, and has also arranged for 
feeding the sick on board some of the 
other boats which are not regular floating 
hospitals.” 

* May 22, 1864. 

‘¢ Bands of volunteers from various lo- 
calities cheerfully took work in harmony 
with your organization, and lifting up the 
stretcher, supporting the crippled soldier 
to the boat, carrying bread, crackers and 
coffee, bathing the wounds, or re-adjusting 
bandages, serve to redouble all your means 
of succor. The officers of the Government 
both accepted cordially your services, and 
added in some things to your material, 
especially in supplies of bread, soft as well 
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hard, and the members of the Christian 
Commission harmoniously co-operated in 
your work.” \ 

# x * 

‘*T cannot close this hasty record with-. 
out making mention, with admiration and 
gratitude, of the urbane and cordial tem- 
per in which the Medical Inspector in 
charge, and the medical officers under him, 
welcomed and seconded your service, and 
promoted its efficiency. Of the energy 
and decision, tempered with humane con- 
siderations of Col. Cuyler, and of his un- 
flagging labor by night and day, all will 
bear glad witness. It was everything to 
us, unraveling intricacies, and shedding sun- 
shine over the scene. The action of the 
entire medical ‘staff here present, was in 
harmony with this example. The laborious 
and responsible duties of quartermaster 
were in the hands of one competent to 
meet the demands of this difficult occasion, 
and there are few men in his department 
who could have discharged the duty with 
the heart and energy, and administrative 
skill which enabled him to crowd the work 
of a month into a single week.”’ 


The following is an extract from a letter _ 
of Doctor C. R. Agnew, of the Commis- 
sion, dated May 24th, 1864, describing the 
work at Belle Plain: 


* * * ‘Down the right hand side of — 
the ‘ U’-shaped dock slowly moved a single 
file of army wagons filled with wounded 
men; at the end or corner of the dock, by 
the gangway of a large Government trans- 
port, stood that most efficient and admir- 
able officer, Dr. Cuyler, acting Medical 
Inspector General U. 8. A., receiving the 
wounded, and superintending their re- 
moval from the wagons to the deck of the 
transport, preparatory to their transfer to 
the hospital steamboats that lay in the - 
offing. After each wagon had deposited 
its living freight, it passed around the end 
of the dock to the left-hand side, and then 
took in ammunition or fighting rations— 
the orders being imperative to return to the 
front only with full loads of these indispen- 
sable supplies. Crowding along the nar- 
row margin of the dock were continuous 
lines of men carrying letters and stretchers, 
on which were such of the more severely . 
wounded as had been removed from the 
wagons at the hospital tents, on the hill- 
side above the plain; hour after hour, for 
several days, was this fearful procession 
kept up. It would not be proper for me to 
state hcw many thousands thus passed 
under Dr. Cuyler’s inspection, but I cannot 
forbear mentioning the most distinguished 
zeal, energy, and self-devotion with which 
his arduous duties were performed. His 
administrative skill, his quick and ready 
humanity, his almost ubiquitous presence, 


0) Ate ve ne ye! ” 
i nM)? j 
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bis self-denying exposure to the pelting rain — 


while laboring to secure prompt shelter te 
the wounded, his night work and day work, 
his personalattention to even the little wants 
and minor discomforts of each individual 
sufferer, were the subjects of universal ad- 
miration. Dr. Brinton was also there, work- 
ing with signal efficiency and vigor in the 
difficult undertaking of forwarding medical 
supplies promptly to Fredericksburg and 
the front.” 


“Capt. Clark, of the Quartermaster’s De- | 
partment, and Capt. Lubey, 15th Regiment | 


N. Y¥. Engineer Corps, gave us most cheer- 
ful and essential aid in this work. Indeed, 
from all the officers of the post we received 
nothing but kind services and expressions 
of goodwill. Capt. Pitkin, of the Quarter- 
master’s Department, provided every facil- 
ity in his power, and from Gen. Abercrom- 
_ bie and Col. Cuyler down, everybedy seem- 
ed to take pleasure. in aiding us. From 
Monday, the 9th, until this time, incessant 
exertions have been made by the officers of 


the Medical, Quartermasters’, Commissaries | 


and Ordnance Departments to remove the 
wounded from the rear of the army, and 
replenish the trains for forward movements. 
_ No one at home can form any idea of the 
Jabors of the efficers in these departments, 
day after day and night after night, eften- 
times living, meanwhile, on the seantiest 
subsistence, such as coffee and crackers, 
and these hurriedly taken. We are often- 
times loud in our praises of military com- 
manders for achieving victory, but seldom 
give due credit for the result to the quar- 
termasters, who work with almost super- 
human energy at some base of supplies, 
and on whose talent, energy and fertility 


in resources, the very existence of the army | 


depends.” 
; * bo. te % 5 


**T should say that at Fredericksburg the 
medical affairs were under the able manage- 
ment of Dr. Daiton, Medical Director, while 
large numbers of medical men from Boston, 
New York, Philadelphia and elsewhere, 
served day and night in the hospitals, aid- 
ing those devoted men, the army surgeons, 
in their exhaustive and most serious and 
self-denying duties. Who can’sum up the 
value of the services of the army surgeons? 
Who can describe, in becoming phrases, a 
tithe of what they do fer the thousands of 
suffering men thrown upon their care and 
skill by the fearful casualties of active cam- 
paigns. I never witness their conduct with- 
out a sense of the profoundest admiration, 
and a renewed conviction that the best 
work of our Commission is that by whick 
we endeayor, even in an humble way, to 
_ strengthen their hands by supplementary 


assistance.” . 
® * * ¥ % 


J add likewise this extract from a Special 





Relief Report of the’ Commission, dated 
October 1, 1863, expressing the feeling with 
which the Commission still regard the Med- 
ical Bureau: : 
ne ee et = * ‘And in 
this connection I may fitly refer, both for 
the sake of justice to the Medical Depart- 
ment and as an apology for our own ewist- 
ence, to the frequent inquiry, uttered often 
in a tone of censure, How is it possible, if 
the medical officers do their duty, there can 
be any opportunity even for this supple- 
mentary work of relief? 

** The question shows utter ignorance of 
the terrific weight of work, of the most 
complicated and delicate character, which 
the officers of the Medical Department have 
upon their hands, and of their constant 
liability to be called upon at any moment 
to meet great and unexpected emergencies. 
The fact is simply this, that while the Med- 
ical Department has made a larger and 
wider provision for the comfort of the sick 
and the wounded than the world ever be- 
fore saw, there is not, and cannot be, a 
minuteness of detail and awaiting at every 
corner to give to a fainting soldier a cup of 
water, such as friends at home, in their 
anxious love, ask for. 

“Yet this work needs to be done, and 
therefore we, who are simply the hands to 
the people’s heart and bounty, do the work. 
But if the Medical Department were to at- 
tempt it in all its minutize of detail, their 


-power for their own hundredfold greater 


work would be weakened in a way that 
would find no justification.”’ 
* “ we % a 





SHERMAN’S ARMY. 

We must warn our readers that as long 
aS active operations are going on in the 
field, it is impossible for our agents to 
ferward full and correct accounts of what 
they are doing. Their energies are taxed 
te the uttermost night and day, in attend- 
ing to the sick and wounded, so that we 
are. obliged to wait for complete reports 
until there comes a Iull. For the use 
of Gen. Sherman’s Army, goods are con- 
stantly going forward. No pains are spared 
to make the supply ample. 

During the month of May, in addition to 
the heavy shipments that have gone from 
Cincinnati, and other points by river to 
Nashville, there have been sent from Louis- 
ville by rail the following amount of arti- 
eles, besides large supplies of those less 
essential at this particular time: 

536 blankets and comforts, 127 bedticks, 
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703 pillows and 1,094 pillow cases, 2,86 
shirts, 1,931 pairs of drawers, 1,480 coats 
and vests, 1,552 towels, 490 pairs of socks, 
100 pairs of slippers, 495 cushions, 11,783 
pounds of bandages and compresses, 839 
cans of fruit, 5,675 pounds concentrated 
beef, 30,304 pounds condensed milk, 14,530 
pounds of crackers, 840 pounds of tea, 
2,861 pounds of sugar, 14,491 pounds of 
dried fruit, 25 boxes oranges and lemons, 
3,161 pounds codfish, 1,718 pounds butter, 
720 dozen of eggs, 7,449 bottles of wine 
and spirits, 4,715 gallons of pickles, 4,430 
gallons of sauer kraut, 10,462 bushels of 
potatoes, 1,280 gallons of ale, 300 cans of 
oysters, 20 tons of ice and 2,000 fans. 

The following letters have reached us 
from Sherman’s front: 

_ Krneston, Ga, May 23, 1864. 
Dr. J. 8. NEWBERRY, Secrelary: 

My Dear Sir—I start this morning with 
the Army, not knowing where I am going 
or when I can return. 

At Tunnel Hill we had our goods ready 
before there were any wounded at Buzzard 
Roost. At Resaca we had abundaat sup- 
plies on the field. When the wounded 
were moved from the field to the railroad, 
our supplies were a little behind, but very 
soon brought up. Then I had abundant 
supplies on the way, but sent them back, 
with the exception of a good supply of 
milk, beef and whisky. Mr. Collins, of the 
Western Commission, had two ear loads of 
very good stores. I joined with him in 
distributing to each corps or division as 
they would appropriate transportation. We 
gave all a large supply, and have but little 
left. | 

Dr. Kitto and Gen. Sherman advise send- 
ing all our stores not distributed back to 
Resaca until the. result of this movement 
is determined, which we shall probably 
do. 

We have now a storeroom at Dalton and 
Resaca, and have had one at Ringgold and 
Tunnel Hill, which we have abandoned as 
the army has moved. 

My plan will be, as it has been, to keep 


by being with the army, I can obtain teams, 
at least have thus far, to bring forward 
goods as soon as wanted. 


The weather is dry, dusty and hot. Dr. 


; - possible. 
stores at the terminus of the railroad, and } 





Webster, with Mr. Hoblit, Fairchild, and 
Pocock, go with the army. . 

Most truly yours, 
A. N. Reap. - 


IN THE FIELD, AND NEAR at 
May 29, 1864. 


My Drar Dr. Newserry—aAs L[ have writ- 


ten you, we loaded all the teams we could 
' obtain at Kingston with sanitary stores, 
_ and by order sent the balance back to Res- 


aca. We sent a load with each corps, and, 
in some eases, one with each division. 
We have had more fighting here, and the 


| battle, yet undecided, may be said to be in 
| progress. We are very near the line with 
| the hospitals. 


The goods of the Commis- 
sion have come in good time, and the 
wounded so far have been well cared 
for except in transportation. Most have 


_ been sent back from Resaca, and to-day 
- army wagons take back the slightly wound- 
| ed and sick from here. 


If you will give us the stores, we will make 
them useful, and will keep up the credit of 
the Commission. Our having them in the 
field, all the way from Chattanooga, and 
carrying them to the hospitals in the ex- 
treme front, and being fully represented 
by the agents of the Commission, has given 


| it a new place in the hearts of many who 
_ had before doubted of its usefulness. 


But 
our supplies must be large. . Hach division, 


on the average, will use one box of milk a 
| day to good advantage. 


This requires 
about 700 pounds. per day. 

The supply of fresh beef has been good, ~ 
and promptly furnished, so that beef stock - 
has not been in quite so much demand, but 
yet has been largely used. Rags and band- 
ages are also wanted, as well as elothing. 
So are the arm-slings. As I write, a soldier 
comes in with his hand off, and he is sup- 
plied with one of them. They are of great 


| value. 


‘Most truly yours, 
A. N. Reap. 
We have a depot at Dalton, Resaca, and 


shall open again in Kingston as soon a 
e s 


CHATTANOOGA, Jwne 2, 1864. 


| Dr. d. 8. NEWBERRY: 


My Dear Str—We have little time for 
writing, trusting to the telegraph, and send- 
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ing as definite information as we are per- 
mitted to do. 

The demand for all battle stores and for 
laborers has vastly increased at the front. 


We have kept a good supply of stores at 


the front at all times, as near the army as 
we safely could, and on the first train to 
Kingston, after our army left that point, 
we sent forward three car loads. Three 
hundred car loads of army stores are order- 


_ ed to that point now for yesterday, to-day, 
and to-morrow. We cannot have transpor- 
tation to-day, but expect it to-morrow, and | 


one more shipment will exhaust our stock. 
TL have taken the liberty of telegraphing di- 
rect to Cincinnati, as the agents from there 
have requested me to do, and to Chicago, 
and Cleveland. All the stores you can 
send are needed. 

Our stock of milk and whisky is now the 
largest of any, but we shall need more, and 


of everything else which will add to the 


comfort of sick and wounded men in the 
field and in the hospitals; we need large 
supplies as fast as they can be got through. 

We are paying large amounts of postage 
to forward soldiers’ letters from home, and 
packages from hospitals containing descrip- 


_ tive rolls and discharge papers. 


I wish that through the Buraerin, you 
would call especial attention of the friends 
of the soldier, to the necessity— 

ist. Of sending no letters to the army 
without paying postage, under the idea 
that, if marked ‘‘ soldiers? letter,” they will 
go through and may be paid at the end of 
the route. In all cases they will be de- 
tained at the Postoffice here, and will be 
forwarded by no military peatbag until the 
postage is paid. 

2d. Of fully paying postage on all letters 
and packages. For all deficiencies double 
rates will be charged, and the mail matter 
detained until this double postage is paid. 

In haste, yours truly, 
M. C. Reap. 


CHATTANOGGA, June 3, 1864. 
Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY: 


Dear Srr— 
Tt" * * Pa * 


I have been through the wards of the 


post hospitals to-day, containing the most 


severely wounded. There are very many 
whose lives will depend upon a constant 
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supply of the most generous diet; and 
there are many, who, from their wounds, 
ought to die in accordance with the ordi- 
nary resultg of army surgery, who on 4 
generous diet will get well—men with frac- 
tures, and amputations of the thigh, &c. 
Indeed, I never saw so many severely 
wounded men, whose prospects were so 
good, and the surgeon in charge attributes _ 
this, in a great degree, to the stores fur- 
nished through the Commission. 
Yours, M. C. Reap. 


KINGSTON, Ga., May 22, 1864. 
Dr. J. S. NewBerRRy, Sec’y U.S. San. Com.: 

Dar Str—After a very active campaign 
of two weeks, we have come to a halt for a 
few days. In these two weeks we have 
marched about sixty miles, and fought four 
battles, in every case defeating the enemy. 
We have lost about five thousand in killed 
and wounded. It has been a series of suc- 
cesses. To-morrow morning the order is 
to march again, and with twenty days ra- 
tions, leaving all who are not abie for a 
long march. I have been with the army 
all the time from the first advance from 
Ringgold. At Tunnel Hill I immediately 
procured store room, and returned to Ring- 
gold for stores and helpers. By the time 
the wounded began to come in to the Hos- 
pitals there, we were on the ground with 
our stores. Dr. Read soon came up, and 
all went on well. We fed hundreds of sick 
men, also those who were sent to the rear, 
and while they were waiting transportation 
to Chattanooga, we made and gave them 
coffee, de. 

At the battle of Resaca we were promptly 
on the ground, and with six loads of sani- 
tary stores for those divisions that suffered 
most. Dr. Read and I rode through the — 
army from the right toward the left. Mon- 
day morning, on arriving at the first Di- 
vision Hospital, 4th A. C., the doctor re- 
mained, and I went on to find the 20th 
A. C. This was about 1 o’clock. Coming 
upon the extreme left, I found Hooker 
hotly engaged with the enemy, and just at 
that time the wounded were beginning to 
come in. lrode down toward the field of 
conflict, and discovered that the wounded 
were being brought off the field by the 
hundreds. (The loss in the Corps was 


N“ 
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about twelve hundred.) I immediately 
found the Medical Director of the Corps, 
got an order from Gen. Hooker for three 
wagons, one for each Division Hospital, to 
return to Dalton, a distance of fifteen miles, 
and bring up battle stores. This was done 
promptly, and the next morning, by 8 
o’clock, the stores were on the ground, and 
were, as many said, a God-send. I worked 
with all the surgeons that were within 
reach, those of the 4th Corps coming to 
assist, and also all our agents on that part 
of the field, till after midnight, in making 
the wounded com crtable. The battle 
ended Saturday night, after Hooker’s 
- storming and capturing the rebel fort. 

The next day I went to Resaca and got 
rooms. The ambulances were bringing in 
the wounded, to be put on the cars and 
sent to Chattanooga. The cars were not 
there to receive them. The ambulances 
must return to the field by order of the 
General. ‘There was no hospital. There 
were some buildings, but all were filled 
with rubbish. I gota detail of twelve men, 
and Dr. Hazen joined me in cleaning outa 
large building and putting the wounded 
into it. ‘There were no stores, either med- 
ical or Sanitary, with which to feed the 
men. Neither were there at that time any 
commissary stores there, and the wounded 
were calling for something to eat. Oh, I 
did-long for our stores. But the water- 
tanks had given out, and for a few hours 
the cars were detained. In the emergency, 
I went to the bridge building, and procur- 
ed coffee for two hundred and fifty wound- 
ed, then lying on the hard floor. 

The next day Dr. Coolidge came and had 
the field hospital brought up from Ring- 
gold. Then I came on to this place. We 
have secured as promptly and fully as pos- 
sible the list of deaths on battle-field and 
of the wounded. I shallreturn to my post 
in Nashville as soon as my place can be 
supplied here. I go out on this expedition 
‘with the 4th and 20th Corps. We are or- 
dered to take thirty days’ rations. This 
will be a long and hard march, and a very 
important campaign. _ 

I must close, as Mr. Eno goes on th 
train to Chattanooga. : 

Yours respectfully, 
J. C, Hopurr. 


brought in. 


NasHVILLE, May 27, 1864. 
Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY: 


Drar Str—At the request of M. C. Read, 


I write you to give a short synopsis of the 
Sanitary work at the front. Everything 
was done that could be before the advance, 
to hurry forward stores to Chattanooga, 
and have them ready to send to points 
most needed. Dr. Read kept well up with 
the advance, and secured room for stores 
the very day the army entered Ringgold, 
Tunnel Hill, Dalton, Resaca, and Kings- 
ton; besides this, several wagon loads were 
sent on to the field, and were on hand to 
be used when the first wounded were 
The Government was prompt 
in giving transportation, and stores were 
sent to each of the above places as soon as 
there were wounded to need them; and 
without the Sanitary supply, there would 
really have been more suffering. By the 
advice of the Medical Director, the stores 
at Kingston were returned to Resaca; at 
this place a sufficient quantity of staple 
articles will be kept to send forward at a 
moment’s notice. There is a field hospital 


established, in which it is expected there © 


will be at least one thousand for some time. 
On Monday there was one thousand in it, 
and Division Hospitals near by.. The. sur- 
ceons have drawn freely, and been supplied 
liberally; just now they are most in need 
of mosquito bars, ale, and sponges; there 


is not one sponge to ten men. These have. 


been telegraphed for, and I hope will be 
forwarded. 


At Dalton, the principal work has been — 


to feed the wounded on trains passing up; 
they usually make long stops, and we found 
the men very thankful for hot coffee, beef- 
soup, and crackers; about fifteen hundred 
men were fed there last week. Mr. Bar- 
rett, a thorough worker, is there, and does 
the work well. I left Dr. Read at King- 


ston, prepared to advance with the army; 


there was also an agent to go with each 
corps. 

Mr. Collins, of the Western Sanitary 
Commission, got two cars through to Kings- 
ton, which came very opportunely. He gave 
an equal portion to each of the corps. Dr. 
Read added milk, beef, and stimulants. It 
was pleasant to see the two Commissions 
co-operating and working cordially togeth- 
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er. This feeling I believe can be maintain- 
ed, and each Commission be made to do its 
full share of good. 
Very respectfully, 
Your friend, 


Epwarp I. Eno, 
_ Illinois State Agent. 





SCENES AT “THE BASE.” — 
. WASHINGTON, D. C., May 14, 1864. 





Dear Mrs. , L have just come up 
from the rear of the Army of the Potomac, 
and there will at least be some variety in 
my correspondence with you if I tell you 
what I saw at Belle Plain, instead of, as 
usual, repeating my Oliver Twistian cry of 
‘more! more!” 

The day before yesterday I started from 
Washington with four volunteers, two ladies 

and two gentlemen, three of the party being 
from your city; and several being accus- 
tomed to army traveling and hospital nurs- 
ing. One of the ladies is the wife of one 
of our generals, and the other is the writer 
of that excellent little pamphlet—‘‘ Three 
Weeks at Gettysburg.” The steamer we 
were on was well loaded with supplies— 
somewhere about sixty tons—and a score or 
two of relief agents to reinforce those al- 
ready on the field and at Fredericksburg. 
Reaching Belle Plain—so called from its 
being a series of high hills—just as the twi- 
light was setting on the beautiful and varied 
tints of verdure with which the last week or 
two of summer weather have covered its 
slopes, we found a repetition of the scenes 
I have before witnessed, at the same place, 
in the spring of last year, and at various 
other places on the Peninsula and else- 
where, during the different campaigns of 
the war. A couple of rudely constructed 
wharves, a mile or two apart, jut out into 
the placid waters of the broad creek, and 
lying against these, four or five deep, are 
steamers and barges of all kinds and sizes, 
loading and unloading so busily that you 
might imagine yourself on the docks of 
Boston, New York, or Philadelphia. Boxes, 
barrels, and bales pass from the holds and 
decks of the vessels, on the shoulders of 
long strings of contrabands, or on trucks, 
_ along the crazy wharf of the beach, and are 


there transferred to army-wagons, which, | 


after being filled, join the procession of 
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similar vehicles, each drawn by four stout 
horses, that, with few gaps in the long road 
up the ascent and along its crest, wind 
slowly and toilsomely, as far as the eye can 
reach, towards Fredericksburg and the ad- 
jacent camps. So far as the vessels and 
wharf are concerned, the scene resembles 
the unloading of vessels in a seaport town; 
but in a seaport town one does not—in 
peace times at least—see hosts of uniformed 
and armed men tramp from the decks along 


- the wharves to join the hosts preceding 


them; nor does one see regiments of troop- 
ers tugging at the reins of unmanageable 
horses that plunge fiercely among the sway- 
ing masses of humanity and the unflinching 
masses of merchandise that line their way. 
But what can there be to load vessels with 
in an out-of-the-way creek, running up into 
a country, from the hills of which one may 
look all round to the horizon without one’s 
eye resting on a human habitation ?—a per- 
manent habitation, I should say, for every 
strip of land in sight that is not covered 
with trees is dotted with tents and bivouacs 
and army-wagons, beneath the canvass and 
boughs of which are sheltered—as much as 
may be in the fast-falling rain—miultitudes 
of weary men, as if collected into houses 
and streets would fill many villages, and 
turn the wilderness into a populous town. 
Thank goodness, when the spectator next 
watches the loading of a vessel in a com- 
mercial town, he will see nothing of what 
he now sees at this warfaring port of Belle 
Plain. Ali day long, and the day before, 
and several days before that, the ascending 
procession of wagons filled with rations, 
and of infantry and cavalry that have gone 
to reinforce Grant, have been met by a 
parallel line—a little way off, for the im- 
promptu roads are too narrow to admit of 
vehicles passing each other—of ambulances 
filed with wounded men; and it is with 
these men, carried on stretchers from the 
ambulances, that the ‘‘outward bound”’ 
vessels are loaded. 

It is indeed a sad sight; but there is a 
ereat satisfaction in reflecting that one is 
standing in the midst of all kinds of com- 
forts and delicacies to reinforce the stock 
which has already been provided for these 
very men; and in recognizing within hail- 
ing distance a handsome flag, inscribed 
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with the words, ‘‘U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion,” streaming from its staff on the deck 
of a portly barge, comfortably lined with 
numberless good things for wear and diet, 
at that very moment—we can imagine with 
a strength equal to conviction, for not even 
‘‘ with the aid of a powerful glass” can our 
point of sight enable us to discern behind 
the intervening boxes and barrels—under 
process of distribution to the poor fellows 
_ as they are carried past to the boats that 
are about to convey them to Washington, . 

It is now dark. The rain has somewhat 
abated, but even if it poured as much as 
ever it would not be possible to restrain 
the ladies from entering at once on their 
self-imposed duties. So I help them into 
a boat and we are rowed to the dock, and 
are soon on board our barge, or storeboat 
as it is called. But the procession of 
wounded men is over for the night; and 
those that have come before are on their 
way to Washington, while those in transitu 
from the battle-fields are resting in wayside 
stations, or in the ambulances conveying 
them—a poor way for wounded and sore 
men to pass the night, but such as the 
cruel necessities of war render unavoidable. 
Dr. Steiner tells us that the nearest of the 
Commission’s feeding lodges is some half 
mile up the hill, and that its capacity will 
not admit of any more attendance than that 
which is already supplied. As the ladies 
came to render aid where it is needed, not 
to supplant that which is previously pro- 
vided, they think it advisable not to wade 
up to the lodge knee-deep in Virginia mud, 
nor do they consider the cause of humanity 
demands the waking up of some poor fel- 
lows who are waiting the next boat, and 
the administering to them of pound cake, 
pies, and surreptitious draughts of bad 
“whisky; so we presently get into the row- 
boats, and ladies are before long occupying 
the pilot house—the polite and ejected cap- 
tain seeking other quarters—while the men 
dispose themselves for the night upon the 
decks, those that have rubber coats or 
blankets to keep off the rain, now descend- 
ing faster than ever—feeling their great 
advantage over those who, rubberless, vain- 
ly seek dry spots wherever there are no 
leaking places in the ceiled roof. 

The next morning—very early indeed, 


sleeping accommodations offering few in- 
ducements to people of sybaritic tendencies 
—the relief agents are almost all started to 
Fredericksburg, and our small party enter, 
the lists as relief agents on the spot. The ms 


‘scene of yesterday is renewed in all its de- 


tails, and as the wounded men are borne 
in, hour after hour, in one long string, the 
pale and often blood-stained oceupant of 
every stretcher is furnished, according to 
his needs, by one or other of the party, 
with crackers, beef-tea, coffee, wine, water, 
or lemonade. The wine and lemonade are 


given only on the advice of a medical man, 


and sometimes the one is intensified into 
brandy, and the other into the unmixed 
juice of lemon. But for men exhausted 
with lying on the battle-field for many 
hours, sometimes for a day or two, without 
food or drink, thence to the operating table 
and thence to the ambulance, the other 
things may be given, in most instances, in 
such quantities as they crave. Poor fel- — 
lows, they clutch at them—but always with 
a ‘‘thank you”—as if they thought they 
could swallow the basket or bottle along 
with the contents, but a few mouthfuls is 
generally all they have strength to manage. 

It is best for each one of such a relief 
party to confine oneself to the distribution 
of a single article, the cracker man never 
trenching on the lady’s coffee pail, and the 
coffee lady leaving the beef religiously to_ 
another. Infinitely more may be done by. 
systematically pursuing this plan of spe- 
ciality. If, when the beef tea is being car- 
ried round, some poor fellow shakes his 
head and imploringly asks for water or 
stimulant, one must not set down the beef 
tea to be kicked over before one gets back, 
and rush off to spend half an hour in 
searching for water or stimulant, so depriv- 
ing a hundred men of beef tea for the sake 
of trying to get something which will pro- 
bably be furnished him by the allotted 
water or whisky bearer in three minutes 
after. One must humanely harden one’s 
heart,and say with stern tenderness: ‘‘ Yes, 
my boy, all right, a lady will be along with 
some delicious iced water in a minute or 
two,” and he will probably smile and say, 
‘Thank you, sir, all right—I can wait. 
Say, mister, there’s a fellow right across 
there—that one with his leg off, and his 


head bound up—he belongs to my com- 
pany—he ain’t had nothing to eat since the 
day before yesterday. I guess he’d like 
some o’ that ere stuff. Won’t you please 
give him some?” 

But the giving of sustenance is not all 
the work. One man complains of his head 
being too low, and his overcoat has to be 
rolled up—or, failing in that, the straw 
round him has to be gathered up to form a 
_ pillow for him. (The pallets and bedding 

have given out, though the first boat’s load 
sent off were as comfortably provided for as 
if in the wards ofa general hospital, and the 
men we are tending are lying on the decks 
on straw, but this they count luxury after 
the battle-field and ambulance.) Another 
- wants a handkerchief, and another a pair of 
socks. This man’s shirt is all torn and 
bloody, and must be replaced by another. 
One man complains of the intolerable heat, 
and some of his clothing must be removed; 
another is shivering with cold, and more 
clothing or an extra blanket must be pro- 
vided for him. Here is one who feels the 
hand of death upon him, and the head of 
that one of our party who is with him is 
bent down to catch from his white lips his 
last message to his friends. Five minutes 
after, the blanket is drawn smoothly over 
the face, and the quiet of the lately restless 
limbs shows that the weary soldier has 
fought his last battle, and entered into his 
rest. 

Continually through the day our party 
has met others engaged in a like work, but 
all too busy and pre-occupied to notice 
each other, unless to render some necessary 
act of joint assistance to a sufferer, till one 
is met who labored with some of the party 
at Gettysburg, and, perhaps, elsewhere. 
He joins us in our rounds, and when at 
night I ask him if he knows what has been 
done with the bodies of those I*have seen 
die through the day on the boats and on 
the wharf, he tells me that he has helped 
that day to bury—and has read the funeral 
service—over the bodies of over sixty 
soldiers. He is, or is going to be, a clergy- 
man. | ; 

We have, thus, administering to the poor 
fellows’ needs, traversed the decks and 
cabins and every foot of superficies, avail- 
able for the outstretched or partially re- 
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eumbent form of a man, of four vessels; and 
now for some cause there is a lull in the ar- 
rivals and the turmoil. This gives us time 
to look at our watches, and to our amaze- 
ment we find it is five o’clock, instead of 
eleven or twelve, as we fancied. Thereup- 
on we apprehend it is no wonder we are 
faint, considering we have been working.so 
hard all day on our six o’clock breakfast of 
crackers and ham. A sumptuous repast of 
crackers is not indeed the magnificent Bos- 
ton edible, but a softer and inferior sort— 
coffee is forthwith disposed of, and during 
the repast we discover that there is a sus- 
pension of ambulances and stretchers to al- 
low the passage of some thousands of rebel 
prisoners from Dixie to the land of the free 
in Fort Delaware and elsewhere—the free- 
dom of such strongholds being the kind 
they seem most to appreciate. Pretty soon 
there marched along, under guard, three 
men dressed in rebel’grey and unarmed. 
Except for the black feather, cavalier fash- 
ion, across the front of the hat, and for the 
three stars on the upturned collar of one of 
them, they might have been taken, so far 
as dress was concerned, for privates, but 
these insignia showed the rank of a Briga- 
dier-General in the Confederate service. 
This was General Stuart, a handsome fel- 


low, some thirty-five years old, I should 


judge; and who endeavored to conceal his 
feelings beneath a jaunty and somewhat de- 
fiantmanner. His older companion, wrap- 
ped up in a grey overcoat, without any in- 
signia of rank visible, and whose grizzly 
hair showed through sundry rents in the 
most ‘‘shocking bad hat” I ever saw, is 
Major-General Johnson; and the third pris- 
oner is his adjutant-general. Being brought 
to a halt they sit down on some boxes, and 
Johnson draws from his pocket a copy of 
the Washington Morning Chronicle, and 
picking out the war news, reads something 
in a low tone to Stuart, who nervously 
laughs. Not placing implicit confidence 
myself in the war news of most of our news- 
papers, I fancy they may have discovered 
some slight mistake, and therefore feel no 
inclination to resent their raillery; but the 
crowd around are not so lenient, probably 
thinking strongly on the subject of, Belle 
Island and Fort Pillow; and the murmurs 
increase until there is, for a minute, dan- 


: 
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ger of violence being offered to the prison- 
ers; but a few stern words from the captain 
of the guard, and the ringing of the bayon- 
ets of the latter, soon restores order, and 
the Generals and Adjutant are marched 
quietly off to the boat that is to convey 
them to Fort Delaware or wherever else. 
‘In a little while they are followed by a mul- 
titude of rebel officers—four hundred in 
number, it is said—of every rank, from 
colonel to second lieutenant, but none with 
any marks of rank detectable except in few 
cases where the coat collar was turned up, 
where one or two more dandyfied than the 
rest had decorated the lapels of their coats 
with their insignia. At first I thought they 
were privates; for, even apart from their 
dress, they presented, in the mass, little 
evidence of superiority to the rank and file 
of our men: but I was told that the large 
body of their fellow prisoners of the rank 
and file who followed them—they came 
shortly after, but I was too busy to look at 
them—were decidedly inferior to them in 
all respects. One of them, almost a boy, 
entered into a political argument with one 
of his guard, an old sergeant from New 
York who stood by me, embracing the 
questions of slavery, the constitutional right 
of secession, ete. ; and which, notwithstand- 
ing my suggestion that if verbal argument 
had proved of any avail to settle the differ- 
ence between the North and the South they 
would not have been called upon to fight 
each other, finally grew general and warm, 
and was only finished by the party being 
marched off to their quarters. 

The arrival of the prisoners had brought 
a new set of claimants on the stores of the 
Commission—not wounded nor sick, but 
very hungry men, who had been guarding 
the prisoners since the evening before, and 
many of whom had nothing to eat during 
that time. Considering that the mission 
of the Commission, like that of quinine, is 
not only curative, but rather and mainly 
prophylactic, I dispensed to them of crackers 
according to their needs; but they made 
no demand of course on the delicacies. 

Meanwhile the rest of the party had re- 
newed on another boat which was prepar- 
ing to leave, and was fast being filled up 
with fresh arrivals of wounded, their labors 


of the fore part of the day. I returned hither 


with a boat load of wounded, leaving Belle 
Plain between 10 and 11 P. M., and getting 
to Washington in the early morning. 
When I left it was quite dark, and after - 
helping my last case aboard—a handsome 
boy who told me he would be ‘‘ seventeen 
come next birth-day”—and changing the 
shirt he had not changed for three weeks, 
after washing away from a wound in his 
side the blood that soiled the skin, looking 
so fair and white beneath in contrast to his 
sunburnt face and. neck, I watched for a 
few minutes the scene spread out before me 
as the vessel receded from the dock. All 
over the water twinkled the lights from the 
many vessels, some stationary, and some 
steaming to and fro, while far up the hill- 
sides gleamed the lights through the can- 
vas of the tents, giving the appearance of 
a large city illuminated for some festival, — 
the effect being heightened by the broad 
and high flickering flames of innumerable 
camp fires, like somany feux-de-joie. So we 
steamed up the quiet river, passing by and by 
the house of the great man who so toilfully 
won for his national children the rich herit- 
age some of them would now rend asunder; 


and the moon, struggling every now and ~~ 


then through the clouds which still sailed 
across the sky, looked down on the white | 
faces and ghastly wounds of those whom 
their brothers had stricken down. The 
night watch was but a repetition of the © 
work of the day, and during its weary . 
hours the same wonderful fortitude amid 
their wounds and sufferings was observable; 
hardly a groan or sigh to be heard, except 
from two or three who were delirious; and 
even as I sat by the driver on the ambu- 
lance which conveyed some of them from 
the Washington wharf to the hospital to 
which they were assigned, I only heard a 
low moan now and then, as the horses 
struggled through the pitfalls of the city of 
magnificent distances. 

My next letter will be written to you, I 
think, from Fredericksburg, and I will 
finish this by calling your attention to the 
care with which I have kept my promise of 
not asking for more. Nevertheless, after 
premising that the medico-military author- 
ities caution us not to be too profuse at the 
beginning, for that the real fighting has 
not yet begun, I cannot do less than point 
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my story with a moral; but what the moral 
is, I will leave to your own reflections. 
Very respectfully and truly yours, 
1 x _ AtFRED J. Buoor, 


Assistant Secretary. 


ISSUES OF STORES TO THE ARMY IN 
VIRGINIA. 


The following statement shows the issues 


made by the U. S. Sanitary Commission to the 
Armies of Virginia in the field during the month 


of May, 1864: 


130 air cushions. 
10 air beds. 

3,541 bed ticks. 
265 bed pans. 

2,932 blankets. 

271 chambers. 

312 candlesticks. 
2,508 combs, coarse. 
Ty TAU ee fine. 
5,817 cushions. 

110 head rests. 

376 lanterns. 

315 medicine cups. 

- 288 ee tubes. 
268 pes. mosquito netting. 
162 rolls oil silk. 

3,394 pillows. 
1,424 pillow cases. 
3,300 pillow ticks. 
1,203 quilts. 

654 ring cushions. 
1,416 sheets. 

265 spittoons. » 
494 spit cups. 
7,798 towels, 

7,406 tin cups. 

1,225 tin wash basins. 
1,893 tin plates, 
262 urinals. 

- 144 mattresses. 

1,114 knives and forks. 
2,905 spittoons. 

45 stretchers. 

100 dippers. 

3,427 pcs. cotton drawers. 
12,304 pes. woolen drawers. 
14,991 handkerchiefs. 

2, 950 forage, (oats) bushels. 
15,000 Ibs. hay. 

6 bbls. salt Best 

6 cases dessicated vast 
1,857 lbs. ham. 

12 shaving brushes, 

12 razors. 

127 lbs. lard. 

67 pes. cotton pants. 
6,403 cotton shirts. 

19,507 woolen shirts. 

472 shoes. 

2,909 slippers. 

3,208 cotton socks. 

9,451 woolen socks, 

648 wrappers. 

_695 pails. 

67 canes, 

6 pocket flasks. 

30 cots. 

39 bbls. ale. [See porter. ] 
144 bottles ale. 

181 bbis. dried apples. 
100 lbs. arrow root. 

8,165 lbs. beef stock. 
2,514 bottles brandy. 
4,532 lbs. canned meat. 
2,254 lbs. canned fruit. 





AO axes. 


18 hand saws. 

44 hatchets, 

405 Ibs. nails. 

38 shovels. 

9 spades. 

3,106 lbs. ground coffee. 
18,912 lbs. condensed milk. 
353 bbls. crackers, 

3,582 lbs. corn starch. 
13 bbls. corn meal, 

2 bbls. dried peaches. 
2,628 bottles ext. ginger. 
6,480 lbs. farina. 

24 packages gelatina. 

48 botiles gin. 

62 bot. jellies and preserves, \ 
408 boxes lemons. 

600 bottles lemon syrup. 
1,854 lbs. maizena, 

350 Ibs. mustard. 

20 lbs. nutmegs. 

2,344 lbs. oat meal. 

942 gals, pickles. 

70 bbls. porter. — 

60 * potatoes. 

400 Ibs. rice. 

12 bottles N. BE. rum. 
1,068 ** Jamaica rum. 
11,868 lbs. sugar. 

119 lbs. spices. 

51146 gals. tamarinds. 
1,488 lbs. black tea, 
1,200 Ibs. green tea. 
3,306 Ibs. tobacco. 

258 gals. vinegar. 
24 bots. raspberry vinegar. 
3,960 bots. foreign wine. 
119 coffee pots. © 

2 bbls. flour. 

13 reams wrapping paper. 
182 galls. molasses. 

1734 galls. kerosene Son 

1 Chisel, 

1 screw-driver. 

12 gimblets. 

975 bottles domestic wine. 
3,520 bottles whisky. 

23 galls. whisky. 

280 bottles alcohol. 

38 bbls. bandages. 

699 bottles bay rum. 
1,047 body bands. 

5 boxes books. 

620 bottles cologne. 
2,843 crutches. 

7,750 fans, 

51 games. 

21 bbls. lint. 

29 bbl. old linen. 

2,266 slings. 

953 lbs. soap. 

30914 lbs. sponges. 

1,945 lbs. candles. 

3,858 lbs. butter. 


4,252 lbs. canned vegetables. |1,645 lbs. cheese. 


312 bottles cherry rum. 
826 lbs cocoa. 
8,584 lbs. sweet chocolate. 
1,266 lbs. ext. coffee. 

Coffee. } 
949 Ibs. dried beef. 
22 hammers, 

pa ., 


2,619 doz. eggs. 
5,387 loaves bread. 
135 papers pins. 


[See]21,325 envelopes. 


320 bottles ink. 
58 reams writing paper. 


|5,328 pencils. 


344 Ibs. ligature silk. 
150 haversacks. 

84 blowers. 

100 hospital car loops. 
8 water coolers. 

2 Ibs. bromine. 

50 Ibs. patent lint. 

24 dressing fauceps. 
16 papers tacks. 

100 yards wire. 

6 door mats. 

1 gross needles. 

55 Ibs. mutton tallow. 
1 piece sheeting. 


1.288 pen holders. 
1,288 pens. 

1,300 lbs. oakum. 

4, 000 pipes. 

540 lbs. chloroform.” 

45 bottles spirits camphor. 
12 cook stoves and fixtures. 
17 wall tents. 

1 quire sand paper. 

9 can openers. 

49446 Ibs. twine. 

40 corkscrews. 

242 prs. scissors. 

8 pepper boxes. 

10 Ibs. saleratus. 1 refrigerator. 

70 lbs. pepper. 2 stove boilers. 

22 tin pans, for wash’g dishs|20 boxes chlorinium. 

1,483 lbs. salt. 6 boxes clothing. 

54 boxes oranges. 6 rocking chairs. 

100 camp kettles. 57 bottles cider. 

17 frying pans. - 112 faucets. 

44 rolls adhesive plaster. 2 faucet augurs. 

4 nutmeg graters, 1 pump. 

30 camp stools. 224 canteens. 

12 baskets. 72 boxes blacking. 

6,000 feet lumber. 362 boxes sardines. 

16,000 lbs. straw. 300 paper bags. 

24 china plates. 3 washing machines. , 

20 yds oil cloth. 12 blank books. 

200 cathartic pills. 9744 tons ice. 

6,000 opium pills. 12 Pottles copperas. 

2,000 opium and camp, pills.|3 bottles chloride soda. 

60 smoked tongues. 2 medicine chests. 

221 rubber blankets, 6 stove brushes. 

252 open links. 1 bbl. salt pork. 

14 feed troughs. 12 stew pans. 

9 boxes splints. 12 frying pans. 

36 gross matches. 2,200 lbs. fresh beef. 

682 yds. rubber cloth. 36 four-horse wagons, with 
17 oz. morphine. harness, whips, extra whit- 
20 yds. white flannel. fletrees, &c., complete. 
1,870 Ibs. chloride of lime. |156 two-horse wagons, do. 








The following anti-scorbutic stores were sent 
from New York and storedin Baltimore. About 
one-third of these were loaded on board the 
hidley, and taken to Norfolk in tow of the Kent. 


4,291 galls. pickled tomatoes. 
51,812 lbs. canned tomatoes. 
1,106 galls. curried cabbage. 
671 bbls. dried apples. 
15,168 galls. saur kraut. 
4,162 galls. pickles. 
3,580 galls. pickled onions. 
12,060 lbs. apple pulp. 
2,400 boxes portable lemonade. 
1 tub apple butter. 
1 doz. ginger wine 


REV. DR. WINSLOW. 


A large circle of friends and the public will 
deeply mourn the death of the Rev. Gordon 
Winstow, M.D., of the Sanitary Commission. 
He fell overboard froma transport, on the morn- 
ing of the 7th of June, and was drowned in the 
Potomac, At the time he was accompanying 
his wounded son, Col. Cleveland Winslow, (Dur- 
yea Zouaves,) to Washington, and was engaged 
in various duties attendant upon his position. 

Dr. Wrinstow was born in Vermont, in 1804, 
prepared for Yale College at Andover, Mass., 
and graduated at that institution. Soon after his 
attention was drawn to the Episcopal Church, 
and he became rector of a church in Troy, New 
York, and subsequently in Annapolis, After- 
wards, he was for many years rector of St. 
Paul’s, Staten Island, and Chaplain of the Quar- 
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antine. At the outbreak of the rebellion he was 
appointed Chaplain of the Duryea Zouaves, and 
accompanied that regiment in all its trying 
scenes and hard-fought battles. He was dis- 
tinguished for his bravery, and his services 
gained for him high credit and renown among 
the army. He also served on the Sanitary Com- 
mission, and when his regiment returned last 
year he was appointed Inspector of the Army of 
the Potomac. His efficiency and valuable ser- 
vices will not soon be forgotten. 

Dr. WINSLOW possessed a fine social nature, 
full of good heart and noble soul. His traits of 
character were remarkably well blended. All 
his motives and plans were of a high and noble 
cast. His mind was acute, active and fertile. 
He was thoroughly conversant with literature 
and science, and he often contributed for the 
press and various literary publications. But he 
has departed, cut down in the midst of useful- 
ness, and his loss will be felt by friends and the 
_ public. A pure and true-minded man, sincere 
Christian, noble soul, and generous nature have 
passed from earth to Heaven, 
leaves a wife and two sons, both of whom are 
officers in the army, He was a brother of the 
Rev. Hubbard Winslow, D. D., and of the emi- 
nent missionary, Dr, Myron Winslow. 





THE PHILADELPHIA FAIR. 


The buildings for the fair are enormous, oc- 
cupying all of Logan Square, a space of nearly 
six by five hundred feet. There are ninety 
separate departments in the fair, and to travel 
through each will be about a two-mile walk to 
the anxious spectator. <A fifty cent ticket ad- 
mits a visitor to eighty-one of these depart- 
ments, the other nine are extra. They are as 
follows, and the admittance to each is as speci- 
fied: 


pL Art Gallery 5k As cae e. 25 cents. 
Hortioultures, Ae es. PG. dk Bik VS 
Indian Department .......... Pd Wan? 
Signor Bisa Tk fees ee iy EF 
Arms and Trophies .......... BOI Gi BF 
Relics and Curiosities........ D0 Mi ass 
William Penn Parlor......... 1Osns 
Skating Pond itn. eee, Hes nA a 
Divand hs, FOG Cee Pe LOR 
Totel, (t.oheer .s5- $1 70 


For the sum of $2 20 a visitor sees the whole 
‘*sioht,” which may be truly designated a min- 
iature world. 

The buildings are light, airy, and comfort- 
able; far more pleasant inside than their appear- 
ance outside would betoken. ‘The decorations 


Dr. WInsLow 


ins. de are most complete, the several wings 
being gaily plumed in red, white, and blue, 
presenting pleasing, patriotic, and beautiful 
pictures. Standing at the main or eastern en- 
trance of the great arched building known as 
‘‘Union Hall,” we Lave to our right.and left 
the sections for Delaware and New Jersey, and 
directly in front a continuous view to the ex- 
tent of five hundred feet of Gothic archway, the 
base line being sixty-four feet, and the apex 
being an elevation of fifty feet. 

The large collection of banners, flags, and 
paintings have been used with admirable judg- 
ment, and the firemen may well challenge com- 
parison with the decorations in any other de- 
partment. The goods offered for sale in this 
portion of the building are among the most at- 
tractive of the fair. Union Avenue centains a 
ereat variety of articles, and as the exhibitors 
have been left to their own fancy in the matter 
of decorations for the counters and shelves, the 
display is varied, and no better place could have 
been selected for the opening ceremonies. 

For the accommodation of the speakers, in- 
vited guests, &c., a large platform was erected 
in the western end of the avenue, which was 
decorated in keeping with the main body of the 
hall. The crowd began to pour in long before 
the time announced for the commencement of 
proceedings, and when the hour of four arrived | 
every spot along the whole avenue was occupied. 
The scene presented was most pleasing indeed, 
especially to those who were favored with a 
position on the platform, where they could 
freely scan all before them. The exercises were 
opened by music, ‘‘ Hail Columbia,” by a full 
orchestra.— Philadelphia Inquirer. ge 





Dr. Alexander McDonald, Inspector United - 
States Sanitary Commission, in letter of June 2d, 
Bermuda Hundred, says: “We have just arrived 
at the Hundred, 9 A. M. Stopped last night at 
Wilson’s Landing, and left saur kraut, potatoes 
and onions for the forces there and at Fort Pow- 
hatan, and are now making arrangements for 
having supplies at Bermuda Hundred.” — 


7 





SOLDIER’S HOME AT CATRO. 


The reports for the five weeks ending May 
2nd, show, that during that period 10,423 men 
were admitted; 7,941 lodgings, and 20,305 meals 
were furnished, while transportation was pro- 
cured for 829. 


The advance of Sherman’s Army into Geor- 
gia, leaving a very long line through a wasted 
country in his rear, will render the establish- 
ment of a number of new ‘‘Homes” along it 
necessary. 
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OUR CONSULS ABROAD, 


The European Branch in Paris of the U. 8S. 
Sanitary Commission, have frequently had occa- 
sion to acknowledge the valuable aid rendered 
by the American Consuls in Europe to the Com- 
mission, and have made particular mention, in 
this relation of James O. Putnam, Consul at 

Havre; Mr. Thaddeus Hyatt, at Rochelle; and 
Mr. James Lesby, at Lyons. 

Our countryman, Mr. John R. Tait, resident 
at Dusseldorf, has, by unceasing exertions, ob- 
tained very large and valuable donations from 
a great number of nobleminded and generous 
artists in that place. 





A LESSON WELL LEARNT. - 
From Charles Dickens’s ‘‘All the Year Round.”’ 


"When the shadow of death hung over 
the Italian campaign, from which Italy 
knew how to take more liberty than it was 
meant that she should have, a citizen of 
Geneva, M. Henri Dunant, had his heart 
strengthened for noble labors by the recol- 
lection of the work done by Florence Night- 
ingale in the Crimea. If there must be 
wars, why may they not be fought out by 
civilized nations with common recognition 
of the common duties of humanity ? What 
if there were a General European Sanitary 
Commission? By his energetic labor com- 
petent men of many countries were brought 
together last year in the International Con- 
gress upon this question at Geneva—our 
Inspector General of Hospitals, then rep- 
resenting Great Britain, by authority of 
our Secretary of War, with competent offi- 
cial deputies from France, and from Aus- 
tria, and from Russia, and/from Prussia, 
Italy, Spain, Sweden, Bavaria, Wurtem- 
burg, Baden and Hesse, Hanover and Hol- 
land. } 

We know not what may come of the 
movement thus commenced, but we are 
glad to learn, from a little book called ‘‘A 
Woman’s Example and a Nation’s Work,” 
(published by Ridgway,) that in the midst 
of all the miseries of civil war in America, 
the lesson taught by Florence Nightingale 
has not been lost upon a kindred people. 
The newspapers tell all the battle stories, 
and have enabled us to sup full of the hor- 
_ rors of the strife. Of the pity, and the 


deeds of mercy it engenders, we have not | 


been told all we might hear. 
The women on each side connected them- 
selves at the outbreak of the war with the 
great work of healing and solace. The 
South has assuredly and certainly not been 
behind the North in generous self-sacrifice, 
but from the South few records come to us 
as yet; at present it is only of what has 
been done in the North that we can ell 
the tale. 


The women began their work of mercy 
by filling churches, schoolrooms, and the 
large houses of many wealthy persons, with 
lint-scrapers, cutters, folders, and packers 
of the linen they gave to the use of the 
wounded. Then they organized themselves, 
first in New York, into a ‘‘ Woman’s Cen- 
tral Association of Relief; like bodies 
were constituted elsewhere, and advice was . 
sought from men of experience. They 
were advised to ascertain what government 
could’ and would do in the direction to 
which their work tended, then to work 
with it, and by their own liberality of gifts 
and labor, supplement its unavoidable 
short-comings. The clergyman of New 
York who was foremost in giving this coun- 
sel, the Rey. Dr. Bellows, accompanied by 
three of the chief physicians of New York, 
Drs. Van Buren, Harris, and Harsen, went, 
therefore, in deputation to Washington for 
conference with the Secretary of War. 
They represented not only the ‘‘ Woman’s 
Central Association,” but also the Advisory 
Committee of the Boards of Physicians 
and Surgeons of the New York Hospitals, 
and the New York Medical Association for 
furnishing Hospital Supplies in aid of the 
Army. The three bodies were all acting 
harmoniously together in turning to the 
best account the free gifts from the city 
and State of New York, designed in aid of 
the comfort and security of the troops. 
They petitioned for some rigor in inspec- 
tion of volunteers, that unsuitable persons 
might not be sent to certain death in the 
Army; the Woman’s Association was about 
to send for service in the general hospitals 
of the Army one hundred picked and train- 
ed female nurses, and they asked that the 
War Department should be content to re- 
ceive on wages during actual duty as many 
of such nurses as the exigencies of the 
campaign might require. They suggested, 
also, the appointment of a Sanitary Com- 
mission, which President Lincoln scoffed 
at as a ‘‘ fifth wheel to the military coach.” 
This memorial was very coldly received by 
the War Department and the Medical Bu- 
reau of the Army. The United States San- 
itary Commission, which has by this time 
turned to right use in works of health and 
mercy, voluntary contributions amounting 
to about two millions of money, got its first 
lift towards existence in a note of recom- 
mendation from Dr. R. C. Wood, Acting 
Surgeon General to the. United States 
Army. 

The four delegates then at once sent ina 
sketch of the plan of such a Commission,. 
specifying all they asked for it from the 
Government; no new legal powers whatever, 
and none of the public money; but simply 
official public recognition during the war, 
or until it should be found unserviceable, 
and a room in one of the public buildings 
in Washington or elsewhere, with station- 
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ery and other insignia of a recognized pub- 
lic office. The object of the desired Com- 
mission would be ‘‘to bring to bear upon 
the health, comfort and morale of the 
troops, the fullest and ripest teachings of 
sanitary science in its application to mili- 
tary life;’ directing particular attention, 
for example, to the material of the volun- 
teer force, and to such subjects as diet and 
cookery, clothing, and precaution against 
damp, cold, heat, malaria, infection, &c.; 
tents, camping ground, transports, transi- 
tory depots with their exposures, camp 
police; organization of hospitals, hospital 
supplies, regulations of the patriotic ser- 
vice of the capable women offering them- 
selves as nurses; the questions of ambu- 
lances, of field service, of extra medical aid, 
and whatever else relates to the care or 
cure of the sick and wounded. 

Reluctant consent was at last given to 
the establishment of such a Commission, in 
a document of which the last paragraph 
thus vaproverd the official contempt it ex- 
cited: “The Commission will exist until 
the Secretary of War shall otherwise di- 
rect, wnless sooner dissolved by its own ac- 
tion.”” It is something to know that there 
is a circumlocution office across the At- 
lantic. 

Yet at that time the army, suddenly quad- 
rupled, was deficient in the commonest re- 
quisités.of clothing, bedding, and hospital 
staff, while the local soldier’s aid societies 
founded in different districts for the succor 
each of its own peculiar body of volunteers; 
bewildered by the marchings and counter- 
marchings of the distant regiments, were 
wasting much good energy. One of the 
first difficult labors of the Commission was 
to prove to these local bodies the short- 
sightedness of their provincial allies, and 
get them to throw all their resources into 
the organization of one common national 
work. One by one the work of woman’s 
love that strove to follow the particular for- 
tunes of brothers and friends was gathered 
into one great national effort, and the local 
aid societies became branches of the Com- 
mission, with Mr. Frederick Law Olmsted 
for its secretary, that strove to secure the 
well-being of the Army, and detect the 
more unwholesome blots upon its discipline 
wherever they might be. Influential men 
in every part of the country now became 
unpaid advocates of the Commission as 
‘* Associate Members ;’ circulars, Setting 
forth the wants of the Army, were widely 
diffused; sanitary agitation was kept up; 
directors of insurance companies were made 
to understand their interest in the well- 
being and the health of the volunteer. 

Then it was found necessary to break 
down the exclusiveness of State sovereignty, 
and, for right organization of the convey- 
ance of the bales provided for use of the 
Sick, establish central depots for districts, 





The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


determined not by political predilections, 
but by the course of railways, rivers and 
canals. One hundred and twenty towns © 
thus became auxiliary to Cleveland in Ohio, 
and twelve hundred and twenty-six accepted 
the City of New York as their centre. The- 
Commission sent also sanitary inspectors to _ 
the camps and camp hospitals, and has re- 
ceived and tabulated some fifteen hundred 
of their reports, each consisting of answers 
to a set of one hundred and eighty printed 
questions. Kiig 

Meanwhile, the Government had taken 
no step towards the organization for war 
purposes of the Medical Bureau, beyond ~ 
the appointment of a Surgeon General, who 
at once pronounced against the Sanitary 
Commission, and declared that ‘‘ he would 
have nothing to do with it;” for it was “‘a 
perilous conception to allow any such out- 
side body to come into being.” The Com- 
mission, however, haying been already au- 
thorized by Government, he consented to 
its action for the volunteers, on condition 
that it never meddled with the regular 
troops. 

This wonderful gentleman confined him- 
self to the maintenance of every old regula- 
tion, and resisted every attempt at ‘‘ inno- 
vation” to adapt what might have sufficed 
for the case of a bush-fighting army of 
twelve thousand, to the greater needs of a 
tremendous civil war. So there arose civil 
war between the Sanitary Commission and 
the Surgeon General; and the Commission, 
working by deputations to the Government, 
complaints from Army officers, and memo- 
rials to Congress, procured the passing of a 
bill, drawn up by its own Executive Com- 
mittee, reorganizing fundamentally the 
Medical Department of the Army, appoint- 


- ing a body of General Inspectors, and sub- 


stituting for the old system of seniority, 
promotion for competency without regard 
to grade or age. This victory over routine 
haying been won, the Commission itself ~ 
sought the most competent man for Sur-_ 
geon General, and endeayored to forestall 
any chance of an appointment by favoritism 
into which the Secretary of War might be 
tempted. The Commission again won its 
battle, and secured the promotion of Dr. 
W. A. Hammond, Assistant Surgeon on the 
Medical Staff, to the post of Surgeon Gene- 
ral, an advance from the rank of first lieu- 
tenant, with charge of a single hospital, to 
that of brigadier general, with the entire 
control of the Medical Department of the 
Army. With its own man—a competent 
man, who had every reason to be grateful 
to it—thus in authority, the Sanitary Com- 
mission had its way made very straight. 
Dr. Hammond revised his list of subordi- 
nates with a bold hand, got rid of the ob- 
structive and incompetent men, and honest- 
ly sought the best help in organization of 
hospitals, foundation of an army medical 
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school, and so forth. Before the civil war, 
theUnited States Army rivalled the Austrian 
in exclusiveness and firm adherence to rou- 
tine; and who can tell what tales of pesti- 
lence we might have heard, but for the 
victory thus won on behalf of women’s 
work in time of peril? ; 

A part of the business of the Sanitary 
Commission was to diffuse gratuitously 
among the army surgeons, practical pam- 
phlets of information upon military hygiene, 
and the most important points of army 
medicine and surgery. Such pamphlets 
were the ‘‘ Directions to Army Surgeons on 

the Battle-field,” by our own Guthrie, and 
the ‘‘ Advice as to Camping,” issued by the 
British Sanitary Commission at the time of 
the Crimean War; pamphlets on ‘‘ Pain and 
Anesthetics,” and on ‘‘ Hemorrhage from 
Wounds, and the best Means of Arresting 
it,” by the father of American surgery, Dr. 
Valentine Mott; pamphlets on Army vacci- 
nation, amputations, treatment of fractures, 
scurvy, fevers, &c. The largely increased 
number of Army surgeons had to be drawn 
from civil life, and really needed informa- 
tion as to the new forms of practice in the 
field; while everywhere the teachings of 
Florence Nightingale were actively diffused. 
Again, over the wide surface of the States 
involved in war, there was great variation 
of latitude, and almost every imaginable 
difference of ground, producing local dif- 
_ ferences in the character and aspect of dis- 
ease. Special investigation was made of 
this subject, not only for the information of 
the Medical Staff, but as a necessary guide 
to the right distribution of the requisite 
supplies. 

When, at the beginning of the war, the 
lines of action corresponded with the course 
of navigable rivers, floating hospitals ac- 
companied the armies. Here, with perhaps 
five hundred or a thousand sick soldiers 
arranged in a single river steamer, well- 
born American women and some English 
volunteers were fearless and faithful nurses. 
Let us see them at work. A lady speaks: 

** We were called to go on board the Wis- 
sahickon, from thence to the Sea Shore, and 
run down in the latter to West Point, to 
bring off twenty-five men said to be lying 
there sick and destitute. Two doctors went 
with us. After hunting an hour for the 
Sea Shore in vain, and having got as low 
as Cumberland, we decided (we being Mrs. 
—— and.I, for the doctors were new and 
docile, and glad to leave the responsibility 
upon us women,) to push on to the tug, 
rather than leave the men another night on 
the ground, as a heavy storm of wind and 
rain had been going on all day. The pilot 
remonstrated, but the captain approved; 
- and if the firemen had not suddenly let out 
the fires, and detained us two hours, we 
might have got our men on board and re- 
turned comfortably soon after dark. But 
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the delay lost us the precious daylight. It 
was night before the last man was got on 
board. There were fifty-six of them—ten 
very sick ones. The boat had a little shel- 
ter cabin. As we were laying mattresses 
on the floor, whilst the doctors were finding 
the men, the captain stopped us, refusing 
to let us put typhoid fever below the deck, 
on account of the crew, he said, and threat- 
ened to push off at once from the shore. 
Mrs. and I looked at him. I did the 
terrible and she the pathetic, and he aban- 
doned the contest. ‘The return passage was 
rather an. anxious one. The river is much 
obstructed with sunken ships and trees; 
the night was dark, and we had to feel our 
way, slackening speed every ten minutes. 
If we had been alone it wouldn’t have 
mattered; but to have fifty men, unable to 
move, upon our hands, was too heavy a 
responsibility not to make us anxious. The | 
captain and pilot said the boat was leaky, 
and remarked awfully ‘that the water was - 
six fathoms deep about there;’ but we saw 
their motive and were not scared. We 
were safe alongside the Spaulding by mid- 
night; but Mr. Olmsted’s tone of voice, as 
he said, ‘You don’t know how glad I am to 
see you,” showed how much he had been 
worried. And yet it was the best thing we 
could have done, for three, perhaps five, 
of the men would have been dead before 
morning. ‘To-day (Sunday,) they are liv- 
ing, and likely to live.” 

A plan for the swift construction of a 
good receiving hospital, the notion of great 
soup caldrons on wheels for feeding the 
sick and wounded after battle, scrofulous 
inspection, active agitation and investiga- 
tion of the question of what is to be done 
in the future with the disabled. soldiers of 
three years of war, are among the whole- 
some work of the Commission, which has 
been able, after every great battle, to dis- 
patch a voluntary contribution of neces- 
saries, in addition to the provision made by 
the Medical Department of the Army. Thus, 
after the second battle of Bull Run—when 





General Pope’s army, with a loss of sixteen 


thousand in killed and wounded, was in re- 
treat—the Confederates had captured forty- 
three wagon loads of medical stores. With- 
in three days, sixteen wagon loads of drugs 
and medicines, the gift of the country 
through the Sanitary Commission, were at 
the disposal of the army; and at Center- 
ville, on the road from Bull Run to Wash- 
ington, the Commission’s agents served out 
to the wounded, who came fainting in by 
hundreds, hot beef tea, soup and bread, 
and stimulants—gathered them into am- 
bulances or hospitals—and otherwise helped 
them on:to Washington. The Commission 
has always extended such help alike to friend 
or foe; the wounded Confederate who has 
been captured has been simply regarded as 
a sufferer. 
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These laborers on behalf of humanity, 
even work under fire in the field relief corps 
that trot up their light wagons with stores, 
bandages, or other aid to the surgeons, 
wherever men fall fastest, and after the 
battle hunt indefatigably for the straggling 
wounded. The Commission has organized, 
also, a distinct department of Special Re- 
lief for care of the sick among newly- 
arrived regiments; for providing temporary 
and gratuitous shelter and food to the sol- 
dier honorably discharged, while he is 
waiting in any city for his papers and his 
pay; for helping the helpless soldier in 
any conceivable way, by acting as his un- 
paid agent, or attorney; for protecting him 
against sharpers, or getting railway tickets 
at reduced rates. With such views sol- 
diers’ ‘‘Homes” have been established 
throughout the North, and at the principal 
Home in Washington, about a hundred 
thousand nights’ lodgings, and three or 
four hundred thousand meals, have been 
eratuitously provided. The Commission 
has obtained Homes, too, for its own and 
the Army’s nurses when not in attendance 
on the sick, or preparing to depart for dis- 
tant stations. Finally, the Commission 
charges itself with the duty of seeing that 
every soldier is decently buried, with a 
headstone over his grave, and that a record 
is kept of the place of burial; or, that his 
body is forwarded to his friends. 

The funds that support all this good 
work are voluntary gifts. The people of 
California sent, in one sum, the gold of 
their soil to the value of a hundred thou- 
sand pounds English money. Sanitary 
fairs have been lately held at different 
towns, at Chicago, Cincinnati, Rochester, 
Washington, &e. Brooklyn Fair lately 
contributed four hundred thousand dol- 
lars; and from the great fair held at New 
York, a million dollars were expected. ~ 

The Commission works* openly; any one 
who will, may inspect its books. It pays 
its officers, buys wagons, charters ships, 
feeds horses and mules, pays rent of offices 
and warehouses, yet the entire cost of its 
management is under three per cent. of its 
income. When, at the battle of Gettys- 
burg, a wagon load of the Commissioners’ 
stores was captured, with three of its 
agents, the Secretary of the Commission 
asked and obtained from the Confederate 
authorities their release, on the ground 
that they were non-combatants, and that 
throughout the war ‘‘the Sanitary Com- 
mission had never made any distinction 
in its benevolence between friend and 
foe.” 

If any one would estimate the value of 
such work in pursuance of a good example, 
let him remember that Miss Nightingale 
and the Crimean Commission found the 
British army in the East dying from dis- 
ease at the rate of sixty per cent., or more 


| details of their labors, &e. 
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than half its whole strength, in the year; 
and that, sanitary care having been taken, 
the death rate was reduced in the last 
five months of the campaign to twelve in a 
thousand! The army was made fifty-two - 
times healthier! Our whole average yearly 
loss by disease in the Peninsular war, was a 
hundred and thirteen in a thousand; and 
the sanitary reforms made by Lord Her- 
bert in the home life of our infantry are 
saving us now, every year, one life in every | 
hundred men. The whole lossin our army by 
all diseases has been less in each of the last 
four years than it used to be from diseases 
of the lungs alone. 

Most nobly have the American people 
struggled to amend this part of the record 
of their own disastrous struggle. We read 
much of sharp trading and selfish grasping, 
of boots with paper soles, and other eruel 
dealings of the wooden nutmeg school; but 
the support given by the American people, 
(not the American contractors,) to their 
armies, through the Sanitary Commission, 
tells a nobler tale. Thus, for example, it 
may seem a small matter that the Commis- 
sion makes part of its preventive work to 
consist in the raising of fresh vegetables 
for Army use; but without fresh vegetables 
troops can hardly be saved from seurvy. 
Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, a distinguished 
Medical Inspector in the army of Rosen- | 
crans, expressed, in a report, his full belief 
that ‘‘one barrel of potatoes per annum is 
to the Government equal to one man.” At 
one time, when the success of the Western 
Army, in a hazardous operation, was be- 
coming helpless, by reason of scurvy among 
the troops, and when the consequent adver- 
tisement of a commissary for fifty thousand 
bushels of potatoes, and a corresponding 
supply of other vegetables, found no trader 
able-or willing to be responsible for their 
delivery, the Commission set to work, and, 
collecting voluntary gifts in kind from the 
fields and gardens of the districts, supplied 
eratuitously, within a month, six thousand 
barrels of fresh vegetables, restored the 
health of the troops, and so, though a non- 


combatant, did really, by a brisk discharge 


of potatoes, change in that campaign the 
fortune of the war. 





HOW BROOKLYN MONEY GOES. 
To the Editor of the Brooklyn Union: 

The undersigned citizens of Brooklyn 
and New York, sympathizing deeply with 
the intense interest that exists in the hearts 
of our citizens to know to what extent this 
institution has been enabled to afford aid 
and comfort to the sick and wounded of the 
Army of the Potomac, since they crossed 
the Rapidan, visited the Headquarters of 
the Commission during their recent visit to 
Washington, to solicit information as to the 
Their records 


o 
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‘were submitted to us for inspection, and 
every facility afforded to give us an insight 
into all the departments of their work. We 
feel it a duty as well as a privilege to lay 
before the public the information we thus 
obtained,’ especially as in consequence of 
the engrossing labors of the members— 
officers and agents of the Commission, 
night and day, the last three weeks—in 
providing for the emergency forced upon 
them, by the series of battles which have 

- occurred, but little official information as 

_ to the extent and variety of their labors in 
behalf of the wounded and sick of our brave 
defenders has been made public. It is pro- 
per to say that we do this without intima- 
tion or solicitation from any one, and only 
because we believe the simple statement of 
facts communicated to us will give comfort 

_and consolation to many anxious and bleed- 
ing hearts, 


[The writers here quote entire the letter 
of Mr. Van Ingen, published in No. 15.] 


The following extracts from the diary of 
one of the principal agents of the Commis- 
sion at Washington will help the reader to 
form an idea as to the extent of the supplies 
furnished by the Commission: 

‘** Monday, May 9.—Reliable information 
just received that the wounded were to 
come by way of Belle Plain. The loading 

_of the Rapley, which had been already 
commenced, was completed, and a barge 
_ was chartered to carry horses and wagons. 

Tuesday, May 10.—The Mary F. Rapley 
sailed with from eighty to one hundred 
tons of stores on board, and sixty relief 
agents, in charge of Dr. Agnew, Dr. Steiner, 
and Mayor Fay, of Chelsea. Mrs. Hus- 
band and Miss Gillson, who have long 

_ served with the army in the field, went also. 
The Rapley had in tow a barge loaded with 
twenty-one horses and five large wagons, 

_for transportation of the stores from Belle 
Plain to the army. 

Wednesday, May 11.—Three boat loads 
of wounded arrived and were fed. The 
barge Washington was chartered and loaded 
with sixteen horses, four wagons and forage, 
and sailed in the afternoon in tow of the 
tug Governor Curtin. Twenty-four relief 
agents went down by Government trans- 
port. In the afternoon the Rapley return- 


ed. 

Thursday, May 12.—The Rapley sailed 
again, having been loaded in the night with 
from eighty to one hundred tons of stores. 
Dr. Fairchild went with her, in charge of 
thirty relief agents. 

Friday, May 13.—Twenty relief agents 
went down in Government boat. 

Saturday, May 14.—The steamboat Phe- 
nix chartered, loaded with hospital stores, 
lumber, and a construction corps to build a 

_ small wharf, if needed, and storehouse. 

Mr. Knapp went with the Phoenix, in 


charge of thirty-two relief agents. The 
schooner Sarah Lavinia was offered to the 
Commission free of charge, by a citizen of 
the place, for temporary use, and is being 
loaded. The Rapley arrived. 

Sunday, May 15.—The Rapley loaded 
again this forenoon and dispatched. The 
Sarah Lavinia sailed. 

Monday, May 16.—The Rapley arrived 
in the night, was loaded again to-day and 
sailed. The Phoenix arrived, was reloaded 
and sent off. The Rapley took down five 
wagons and twenty horses, besides hospital 
stores. 

Tuesday, May 17.—All quiet. 

Wednesday, May 18.—The Rapley ar- 
rived last night. The Phoenix also came 
in. No departures. Horses and wagons 
being bought to send to-morrow. Dr. Jen- 
kins went to the front. - 

Thursday, May 19.—The Pheenix and 
Rapley sailed at about ten o’clock, the for- 
mer with five wagons and twenty horses, 
the Rapley loaded with stores only. 

A barge was chartered to be loaded with 
more teams. 

Friday, May 20.—The barge sailed with 
ten wagons and forty horses. Dr. Jenkins 
and Dr. Agnew returned with the Pheenix. 

So much for the work that has been done 
here, and besides all this our agents have 
been constantly on the watch at the landing 
for the Government boats, so as to be ready 
to feed the wounded as they arrived. 

The surgeons of the hospital transports 
State of Maine and Connecticut expressed 
their gratitude to the Commission for what 
had been done on board their boats, the 
latter saying he did not know what he 
should have done without the Commission. 

Our agents who were at the front say 
that the wounded at Fredericksburg de- 
pend largely and constantly upon the Com- 
mission. Gee G. G2, 

On the 21st of May one of our company 
left Washington with Dr. Knapp, the As- 
sistant Secretary of the Commission, on the 
steamer Mary F. Rapley, to visit Belle 
Plain, the base of supplies for our army. 
On our arrival there in the evening, some 
four hundred wounded soldiers were being 
transferred from the ambulance train to 
the barge, and the agents of the Commis- 
sion were on hand, distributing to every. 
ambulance all needed supplies of stimulants, 
food, &c. At six o’clock on the morning 
of the 22d inst., thirty-one wagons, fully 
loaded (four horses each) with sanitary 
stores, left Belle Plain for Fredericksburg. 
The Sanitary Commission had an ample 
supply of large tents at Belle Plain for the 
accommodation of their nurses, agents, and 
for preparing coffee, stimulants, &c., for 
the wounded, in addition to a large barge 
filled with assorted sanitary stores, and 
large tents to store their supplies as receiy- 
ed from the steamers. 
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On the evening of the 22d inst., telegrams 
were received at Belle Plain that the base 
of supplies would be at once changed to 
Port Royal. We conclude with extracts 
showing, in part, the operations of the 
Commission since the 23d: 

SANITARY COMMISSION, CENTRAL OFFICE, 
No. 244 F STREET, WASHINGTON, May 27, i664. } 


‘*A train of twenty-nine wagons hay- 


ing gone from Belle Plain to Fredericks-. 


burg with supplies, the balance of all sup- 
plies were loaded on the barges, the tents 
struck and stored, the wooden feeding sta- 
tion taken down and packed in the hold of 
the boat, the various lost boxes of the sol- 
diers taken on board, and the Rapley 
started for Port Royal. 

In the meantime, the wounded coming 
down from Fredericksburg by way of Aquia 
Creek, were fed there before going on to 
the boats, and supplies with relief agents 
put on board each of the boats going to 
Washington. 

On the 24th, the tug-boat Governor Cur- 
tin, after carrying additional stores and 
agents to Aquia Oreek for service on the 
boats of wounded, took the storeboat Ken- 
nedy, with eight more relief agents, and 
started for Port Royal, at 3 P. M., the other 
barge loaded being in tow of a Government 
tug. 

At Fredericksburg the work of relief 
continued till May 26th, in the afternoon. 
The stores were then quite abundant and 
the numbers needing aid decreasing, yet 
relief was given each day tomany. | ~ 

The wounded gathered at Falmouth pre- 
paratory to taking the cars for Aquia Creek, 
were cared for day and night, and the suf- 
fering unavoidably incident to such a hur- 
ried move, greatly alleviated by various 
ministries. 

Some twenty-six horses of the Commis- 
sion with wagons, were furnished three 
days since to the Quartermaster to enable 
him to go out into the ‘‘ Wilderness” to 
look up wounded, a report haying come in 
that some of the wounded were still there. 
These wagons had not returned on the 
morning of the 26th. 

26th.—All the wounded removed from 
Fredericksburg. <A train of wagons is to 
start for Port Royal. The Kent and Rap- 
ley, both chartered by the Commission, run 
up for Port Royal to Fredericksburg and 
take on some of the relief corps. The 
Kent takes on also 100 wounded men. 

Others of the relief corps go on two 
large hospital transports, which are admi- 
rably fitted up by Government, as nurses 
on the trip from Fredericksburg to Wash- 
ington. At Washington, meantime, a corps 
of twenty relief agents have been busily at 
work on the boats running between Aquia 
Creek and Washington. These boats being 
called in for temporary service, were not 
fitted up by Government for transports, and 


had nothing but hay on board for the com- 


fort of the men; consequently the lemon- 
ade, wine, crackers, &c., together with the 


personal ministrations of our men, were pe-_ 


culiarly serviceable. On most of these 
boats there were also members of the Chris- 
tian Commission and of the various relief 
associations returning from Fredericks- 
burg. They all took hold of the work at 
hand with cordial good will. : 

With large stores at Port Royal and more 
on the way, we wait to-morrow’s work. 
What has been done during the past few 
days by the relief agents who move with 
the moving army, I cannot say, as no report 
has been received from them. ‘They start- 
ed with wagons well supplied.” 

When it is understood that the statements 
made above merely relate to the work of the 
Sanitary Commission in behalf of the 
wounded and sick of the Army of the Po- 
tomac this month, and that large supplies 
of sanitary stores have, during the same 
time, been forwarded to the Army of the 
Cumberland, Fortress Monroe, and other 
divisions of our army, the question asked 
by so many that have not seen Bulletins 


from the Sanitary Commission, Whatisthe _ 


Sanitary Commission doing with their 
abundant stores at this crisis ? is fully an- 
swered. 

But for the length of this communication, 
we should take pleasure in enumerating de- 


tails of the system of the United States © 


Sanitary Commission, the keeping full 
daily records of all the sick and wounded 
of our armies received into Hospital at 


Washington or elsewhere, the time of their — 


reception, date of their discharge, &c., so 
that by giving the name of any soldier, his 
regiment and company, full information 
can at once be obtained, and many an anx- 
ious inquiry answered. 


~ 


We were also much interested in the - 


Lodges and Homes of the Commission, 
where soldiers, disabled and discharged, or 
absent on furlough, are accommodated with 
meals, lodging, &c., while detained to per- 
fect their papers, collect dues from the 
Government, &c. All back pay and pen- 
sions are collected by the Commission, and 
papers home furnished to the soldier with- 
out any charge. The extent of the labors 


of the Commission in this direction, may be _ 


estimated from the fact that the Commis- 


sion have had, the last year, in all their 


lodges, at different stations, an average of 


two thousand soldiers on their hands every 


night. 


We cannot close this report without ex- . 


pressing our gratification at learning of the 
cordial co-operation between the Sanitary 
and Christian Commissions. The delegates 
of the Christian Commission from Brook- 
lyn assure us that all their requisitions for 
sanitary stores were most readily respond- 


ed to. 
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The united testimony of the surgeons, 
agents, and delegates, of both the Sanitary 
and Christian Commissions, can leave no 
doubt that the timely sanitary stores so 
freely furnished on the front at Fredericks- 
burg, Belle Plain, &c., have saved to their 
country and friends thousands of lives. 


Dwicut Jounson, Brooklyn. 
JostaH O. Low, Brooklyn. 
GrorGE 8. SrepHeNnson, Brooklyn. 
JOHN J. CRANE, New York. 


THE POPE AND THE SANITARY COMMIS- 
SION.—A DONATION OF FIVE HUNDRED 
DOLLARS. 


From the following correspondence it 
will be seen that a liberal contribution has 
been received by the General Aid Society 
in Buffalo from the Pope: 

Burrawo, May 17, 1864. 

Mapam—The Sovereign Pontiff Pope Pius IX., 
has. through his Eminence, Cardinal Barnabo, 
notified me that with the deepest sorrow and with 
the most fraternal interest he has heard of the 
number of gallant soldiers wounded in our many 
battles, and that he desires me to give in his 
name, and out of his private purse, $500, as some 
aid to alleviate their sufferings. 

Your truly providentially organized society 
has done very much to aid our wounded soldiers; 
hence it seems to me that there can be no better 
means of accomplishing the kind and paternal 
wish of his Holiness, than to hand over to you 
this check for $500, with my humble and fervent 
prayers that God’s blessing may not only rest on 
our gallant wounded soldiers, but also on the 
honored members of your Commission who aid 
them so generously. 

Accept the expressions of respect and esteem 
with which 

I have the honor to be, 
Your most obedient humble servant, 
+ Joun, 
Bishop of Buffalo. 
Mrs. Horatio SEymMour, 
. President of B. U. S. Sanitary Commission. 


GENERAL AID SOCIETY FOR THE ARMY, 
BurraLo, May 18, 1864. \ 
Rr. Rey. JoHN TImMon: 

Dear Sir—It is with no ordinary feelings we 
acknowledge the receipt at your hands of $500 
from the Sovereign Pontiff, Pope Pius IX., for 
the relief of our wounded soldiers. Large con- 
tributions have been received from foreign coun- 
tries for this humane object. We are deeply 
touched by such evidences of interest in our pres- 
ent struggle for national life, and the indorsement 
of this national channel for our charities, which 
we believe to be the most direct, humane, and 
efficient one through which the good will of a 
Christian people can be conveyed to the wounded 
patriots in field or hospital. Please present our 
thanks to his Holiness, and accept, for your part 
in this munificent act, the grateful acknowledg- 
ments of the society. With sentiments of the 
highest regard, 

Yours truly, 


Mrs. Horatio SEYMOUR, 
President, 


A MESSAGE FROM THE ARMY. 


[The following lines are from the pen of the 
Author of ‘A Rainy Day in Camp,” as also of 
those exquisite verses on the ‘‘ Death of a Massa- 
chusetts Sergeant,” which we published a few 
weeks ago. Many of our readers are doubtless 
already familiar with this ‘‘Message from the 
Army,” but it derives a fresh and touching in- 
terest from the fact that the gifted writer is no 
more. There can be no harm now in according 
her the honor, which, while living, she always 
shrank from claiming, by saying that it is to the 
late Mrs. Robert S. Howland that we are indebted 
for it. She was one of the most earnest, enthu- 
siastic and accomplished laborers for the Me- 
tropolitan Fair, and we almost fear, we may add, 
one of its victims. Her interest in the war, 
and in the welfare of the army, was intense, but 
most of the many good deeds in which it was 
manifested, were done so quickly and unobtru- 
sively, as almost to make them secret. ] 


OH, FRIENDS! our soldier-hearts cry out 
From all the far-off camps ; 

From lonely watch-fires in the West, 
From Southern woods and swamps. 


Wherever in their windy tents 
Brave boys are gathering, 

There, sun-browned faces smile, and bless 
Your Christ-like ministering. 


Blow! blow, March winds! from mountain forts, 
From gulf and river banks; 

And carry to those Northern homes 
Our thousand, thousand thanks! 


And we who lie in narrow beds 
All over the sad land— 

From stricken rows, in dreary wards 
We stretch a pallid hand, 


And grasp the palm whose clasp we know— 
The generous, tender palm! 

Whose every touch on heart and head 
Is spice, and oil, and balm! ' 


And we whose beds are narrower yet, 
Beneath the sun and rain; 

Who never more may carry arms 
Though spring has come again. 


We too would tell how loving hands 
Shut down our dying eyes, 

And send a blessing from the dead 
On all your sacrifice! 


Oh earnest hearts! oh generous hands! 
What better thanks can be 

Than His, who said—‘‘ When I was sick 
Ye came to visit Me!’’ 


Work on! Pray on!—No heart may faint, 
No hand shall work in vain, 

Soon Pain shall conquer us a Peace 
And Peace shall heal our Pain. 


March, 1864. 
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HOSPITAL COTTON SHIRT. 
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Required for each Shirt. 


5 white bone buttons, (3 for front, 2 for 
sleeves. ) 

4 tape stays, 1 inch long, (for flaps and open- 
ing of sleeves. ) 

2 skeins thread. 

The back of the shirt is cut by the same pat- 
tern as the front, though not sloped quite so 
much on the neck. 


The opening in front is 15 inches long, faced 
on one side with cotton 2 inches wide, and 
hemmed on the other. The shirt is gathered 
into the collar both in front and behind. 

The shoulder-pieces are faced under the 
shoulder seams, and cut down one inch at one 
end, as per diagram, to fit under the collar. — 

The arm sizes are strengthened with binders 
2 inches wide, cut circular, as per dotted line in 
diagram. ‘The sleeve is gathered into the wrist- 
band and gathered a little at the top. ’ . 


HALF OF SLEEVE. 





SHOULDER PIECE. 
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Two gussets are added to each sleeve, as per 


diagram. ‘The flaps are two fingers long. 

The above pattern is for cotton one yard wide. 
After the front, back and sleeves have been eut 
out, a strip 6 inches wide will be left, out of 
which can be cut all the small pieces. Cut in 
this way it will take less than three yards of 
cotton. 

Hospital Cotton Drawers. 

Cotton drawers should be cut by the same 
pattern as flannel drawers, (for which, see Bur- 
LeTIN, No. 18.) The pattern should be laid on 
the cloth in the same manner, the smallest part 
of one leg to the smallest part of the other, leay- 
ing a piece on each side for the double waist- 
bands. . 

The diagrams allow for seams. 

N. B.—Owing to blurred type, ‘the dimen- 
sions on the lower line of diagram for flannel 
drawers, in No. 13 of the Burzerny, are illegi- 
ble. They should read 18 inches. 
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WESTERN SCENES, No. 3. 
<‘ WHERE THERE’S A Wil, THERE’S A Way.” 


In nothing is this more strikingly exem- 

plified, than in the history of the cause of 
hospital relief. While indolence, selfish- 
ness and disloyalty intrench themselves 
behind frivolous excuses, to shield them 
from doing their duty towards our sick and 
wounded soldiers, the generous, active and 
patriotic are fertile in inventions to obtain 
means for their relief, and glory in labors 
and sacrifices that carry plenty and com- 
_ fort to the hospitals. 
Some two or three months ago, a poor 
girl, a seamstress, came to the rooms of 
the Chicago Sanitary Commission. ‘I do 
not feel right,” she said, ‘‘ that I am doing 
nothing for our soldiers in the hospitals, 
and have resolved to do something immedi- 
ately. Which do you prefer—that I should 
give money, or buy material and manufac- 
ture it into garments ?” * 

“You must be guided by your circum- 
stances,’ was the answer made her; ‘‘ we 
need both money and supplies, and you 
must do that which is most convenient for 

ou.” ; 

**T prefer to give you money, if it will 
do as much good.”’ 

‘‘Very well; then give money, which we 
need badly, and without which we cannot 
do what is most necessary for our brave 
sick men.” ' 

“Then I will give you the entire earn- 
ings of the next two weeks. Id give 
more, but I have to help support my moth- 
er, who is an invalid. Generally, I make 
but one vest a day, but I will work earlier 
and later these next two weeks.” 


In two weeks she came again, the poor 
sewing girl, her face radiant with the con- 
sciousness of philanthropic intent. Open- 
ing her port-monnaie, she counted out— 
how much do you think,readers of the New 
Covenant ?—nineteen dollars and thirty-seven 
cents! Kvery penny was earned by the 
slow needle, and she had stitched away into 
the hours of midnight, on every one of the 
working days of the week. We call that 
an instance of patriotism married to gen- 
erosity. ; 

Some farmers’ wives in the north of Wis- 
consin, eighteen miles from a railroad, had 
given to the Commission of their bed 
and table linen, their husbands’ shirts and 
drawers, their scanty supply of dried and 
eanned fruits, till they had exhausted their 
ability to do more in this direction. Still 
they were not satisfied. So they cast about 
to see what could be done in another way. 
They were all the wives of small farmers, 

ately moved to the West, living all in log 
abins, where one room sufficed for kitch- 
€n, parlor, laundry, nursery and bed-room, 
5 oing their own house-work, sewing, baby- 





tending, dairy-work and all. What could 
they do? ° 

They were not long in devising a way 
to gratify the longings of their motherly 
and patriotic hearts, and instantly set about 
carrying it into action. They resolved to 
beg wheat of the neighboring farmers, and 
convert it into money. Sometimes on foot, 
and sometimes with a team, amid the snows 
and mud of early spring, they canvassed 
the country for twenty and twenty-five 
miles around, everywhere eloquently plead- 
ing the needs of the blue-coated soldier 
boys in the hospitals, the eloquence every- 
where acting as an open sesame to the gran- 
eries. Now they obtained a little from a 
rich man, and then a great deal from a poor 


‘man—deeds of benevolence are half the 


time in an inverse ratio to the ability of 
the benefactors—till they had accumulated 
nearly five hundred bushels of wheat. This 
they sent to market, obtained the highest 


; market price for it, and forwarded the pro- 


ceeds to the Commission. As we held this 
hard-earned money in our hands, we felt 
that it was consecrated—that the holy pur- 
pose of these noble women had imparted 
an almost sacredness to it. 


A little girl not nine years old, with sweet 
and timid grace, came into the rooms of 
the Commission, and laying a five dollar 
gold piece on our desk, half frightened, 
told us its history. ‘‘My uncle gave me 
that before the war, and I was going to 
keep it always; but he’s got killed in the 
army, and mother says now I may give it 
to the soldiers if I want to—and I’d like to 
do so. I don’t suppose it will buy much 
for them—will it ?” 

We led the child to the storeroom, and 
proceeded to show her how valuable her 
gift was, by pointing out what it would 
buy—so many cans of condensed milk, or 
so many bottles of ale, or pounds of tea, or 
codfish, &c. Her face brightened with 
pleasure. But when we explained to her 
that her five dollar gold piece was equal to 
seven dollars and a half in greenbacks, and 
told her how much comfort we had been 
enabled to carry into a hospital with as 
small an amount of stores as that sum would 
purchase, she fairly danced for joy. ‘‘Oh, 
it will do lots of. good, won’t it?” And 
folding her hands earnestly before her, she 
begged in her charmingly modest way, 
‘*Please tell me something that you’ve 
seen in the hospitals.” A narration of a 
few touching events, not such as would too 
severely shock the little creature, but which 
plainly showed the necessity of continued 
benevolence to the hospitals, filled her sweet 
eyes with tears, and drew from her the re- 
solution ‘‘ to save all her money, and to get 
all the girls to do so, to buy things for the 
wounded soldiers.” And away she flew, 
revelling in the luxury of doing good, and 
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happy in the formation of a good resolu- 
tion. 

A ragged little urchin, who thrusts his 
unkempt pate daily into the rooms, with 
the shrill cry of ‘‘ Matches! matches!” had 
stood watching the little girl, and listening 
to the talk. As she disappeared, he fum- 
bled in his. ragged pocket, and drew out a 
small handful of crumbled and soiled postal 
currency. ‘‘ Here,” said he, ‘‘ I'll give you 
so much, for them ere sick fellers in the 
hospitals,” and he put fifty-five cents into 
our hand, all in five cent currency. We 
hesitated. ‘‘No, my boy, don’t give it. 
Youw’re a noble little fellow, but I’m afraid 
you can’t afford to give so much. You 
keep it, and I'll give the fifty-five cents, or 
somebody else will.” 

‘Oh, no,” he replied, ‘‘you keep it. 
P’raps I ain’t so poor as yer think. My 
father, he saws wood, and my mother, she 
takes in washin’, and I sells matches—and 
p’raps we’ve got more money than yer think. 
Keep it!’ And he turned his dirty, but 


earnest face up to us with a most beseech- 


ing look. ‘‘ Keep it—do!”’ 

We took the crumbled currency—we for- 
got the dirty face and the tattered cap—we 
forgot that we called the little scamp a 
“‘nuisance” every day for months, when he 
had made us fairly jump from our seat with 
his shrill, unexpected cry of ‘‘ Matches! 
matches!” and made a dive at him, to kiss 


him. But he was too quick for us, and. 


darted out of the room, asif he had been 
shot. Ever since, when he meets us, he 
gives us a wide berth, and walks off the 
sidewalk into the gutter, eyeing us with a 
suspicious, sidelong glanee, as though he 
suspected we still meditated kissing inten- 
tions towards him. If we speak to him, he 
looks at us shyly, and offers no reply—but 
if we pass him without speaking, he chal- 
lenges us with a hearty ‘‘ halloo, you!” that 
brings us to a halt instantly. 

Had we space, we might continue similar 
narrations through half a dozen columns. 
All who will, can do something for our poor 
boys in hospitals. Hit be little, ‘‘monya 
mickle makes a muckle’—and if it be much, 
it will cause the blessing of many ready to 
perish to come on the donor. But all can 
do somrernine. ‘‘ Where there’s a will, 
there’s a way.” —rom the New Covenant. 





NOTES ON NURSING. 
CLEANLINESS OF ROOMS AND WALLS. 


It cannot be necessary to tell a nurse that she 
should be clean, or that she should keep her 
patient clean, seeing that the greater part of 
nursing consists in preserving cleanliness. No 
ventilation can freshen a room or ward where 
the most scrupulous cleanliness is not observed. 
Unless the wind be blowing through the win- 
dows at the rate of twenty miles an hour, dusty 
carpets, dirty wainscots, musty curtains and 


? 





furniture, will infallibly produce a close smelb. 
T have lived in a large and expensively furnish- 
ed London house, where the only constant in- 
mate in two very lofty rooms, with opposite 
windows, was myself, and yet, owing to the - 
above-mentioned dirty circumstances, no open- 
ing of windows could ever keep those rooms 
free from closeness; but the carpet and curtains 
having been turned out of the rooms altogether, 
they became instantly as fresh as could be wish- 
ed. Itis pure nonsense to say that in London 
a room cannot be kept clean. Many of our hos- 
pitals show the exact reverse. 

But no particle of dust is ever or can ever be 
removed or really got rid of by the present sys- 
tem of dusting. Dusting in these days means 
nothing but flapping the dust from one part of 
aroom on to another with doors and windows 
closed. What you do it for I cannot think. You 
had much better leave the dust alone, if you are 
not going to take it away altogether. For from 
the time a room begins to be a room up to the 
time when it ceases to be one, no one atom of 
dust ever actually leaves its precincts. Tidying - 
a room means nothing now but removing a 
thing from one place, which it has kept clean 
for itself, on to another and a dirtier one. Flap- | 
ping, by way of cleaning, is only admissible in 
the case of pictures, or any thing made of paper. 
The only way I know to remove dust, the plagte 
of all lovers of fresh air, is to wipe every thing 
with a damp cloth. And all furniture ought to 
be so made as that it may be wiped with a damp 
cloth without injury to itself, and so polished as 
that it may be damped without injury to others. 
To dust, as it is now practised, truly means to 
distribute dust more equally over a room. 

As to floors, the only really clean floor I know 
is the Berlin lackered floor, which is wet rubbed 
and dry rubbed every morning to remove the 
dust. The French parquet is always more or 
less dusty, although infinitely superior, in point 
a cleanliness and healthiness, to our absorbent 

oor. . 

For a sick room, a carpet is perhaps the worst 
expedient which could by any possibility have ~ 
been invented. If you must have a carpet, the 
only safety is to take it up two or three times a 
year, instead of once. A dirty carpet literally 
infects the room. And if you consider the 
enormous quantity of organic matter from the 
feet of people coming in, which must saturate 
it, this is by no means surprising. 

As for walls, the worst is the papered wall; 
the next worst is plaster. But the plaster can 
be redeemed by frequent lime washing; the - 
paper requires frequent renewing. A glazed 
paper gets rid of a good deal of the danger. 
But the ordinary bed-room paper is all that it 
ought not to be. 

The close connection between ventilation and 
cleanliness is shown in this. An ordinary light 
paper will last clean much longer if there is an 
Arnott’s ventilator in the chimney than it other- 
wise would. 

The best wall now extant is oil paint. From 
this you can wash the animal exuve. 

‘These are what make a room musty. — 

The best wall for a sick room or ward that 
could be made is pure white non-absorbent 
cement or glass, or glazed tiles, if they were 
made slightly enough. 

Air can be soiled just like water. If you blow 
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into water you will soil it with the animal mat- 
ter from your breath. So itis with air. Air is 
always soiled in a room where walls and carpets 
are saturated with animal exhalations. 

Want of cleanliness, then, inrooms and wards, 
which you have to guard against, may arise in 
three ways: 

1. Dirty air coming in from without, soiled 
by sewer emanations, the evaporation from dirty 
streets, smoke, bits of unburnt fuel, bits of 
straw, bits of horse dung. 

If people would but cover the outside walls 
of their houses with plain or encaustic tiles what 

an incalculable improvement would there be in 
light, cleanliness, dryness, warmth, and con- 
sequently economy. The play of a fire engine 
would then effectually wash the outside of a 
house. This kind of walling would stand next 
to paving in improving the health of towns. 

2. Dirty air coming from within, from dust, 
which you often displace, but never remove. 
And this recalls what ought to be a sine qua non. 
Have as few ledges in your room or ward as 
possible. And under no pretence have any 
ledge whatever out of sight. Dust accumulates 
there, and will never be wiped off. This is a 
certain way to soil the air. Besides this, the 
animal exhalations from your inmates saturate 
your furniture. Andif you never clean your 
furniture properly, how can your rooms or 
wards be anything but musty? Ventilate as 
you please, the rooms will never be sweet. Be- 
sides this, there is a constant degradation, as it 
is called, taking place from everything except 
polished or glazed articles—e. g., in coloring 
certain green papers arsenic is used. Now in 
the very dust even, which is lying about in 
rooms hung with this kind of green paper, arse- 
nic has been distinctly detected. You see your 
dust is anything but harmless; yet you will let 
such dust lie about your ledges for months, 
your rooms for ever. 

Again, the fire fills the room with coal-dust. 

3. Dirty air coming from the carpet. Above 
all, take care of the carpets, that the animal 
dirt left there by the feet of visitors does not 
stay there. Floors, unless the grain is filled 
up and polished, are just as bad. The smell 
from the floor of a school-room or ward, when 
any moisture brings out the organic matter by 
which it is saturated, might alone be enough to 
warn us of the mischief that is going on. 

The outer air, then, can only be kept clean 
by sanitary improvements, and by consuming 
the smoke. The expense in soap, which this 
‘single improvement would save, is quite incal- 
culable. 

The inside air can only be kept clean by ex- 
cessive care in the ways mentioned above—to 
rid the walls, carpets, furniture, ledges, &c., of 
the organic matter and dust—dust consisting 
greatly of this organic matter—with which they 
become saturated, and which is what really 
makes the room musty. 

Without cleanliness, you cannot have all the 
effect of ventilation; without ventilation, you 
can have no thorough cleanliness. 

Very few people, be they of what class they 
_ May, have any idea of the exquisite cleanliness 
required in the sick-room. For much of what 
I have said applies less to the hospital than to 
the private sick room. The smoky chimney, 
the dusty furniture, the utensils emptied but 
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once a day, often keep the air of the sick room 
constantly dirty in the best private houses. 

The well have a curious habit of forgetting 
that what is to them but a trifling inconven- 
ience, to be patiently ‘‘put up” with, is to the 
sick room a source of suffering, delaying recov- 
ery, if not actually hastening death. The well 
are scarcely ever more than eight hours, at most, 
in the same room. Some change they can al- 
ways make, if only for a few minutes. Even 
during the supposed eight hours, they can 
change their posture or their position in the 
room. But the sick man who never leaves his 
bed, who cannot change by any movement of 
his own his air, or his light, or his warmth; 
who cannot obtain quiet, or get out of the 
smoke, or the smell, or the dust; he is really 
poisoned’ or depressed by what is to you the 
merest trifle. 

‘¢What can’t be cured must be endured,” is 
the very worst and most dangerous maxim for 
a nurse which ever was made. Patience and 
resignation in her are but other words for care- 
lessness or indifference—contemptible, if in re- 
gard to herself; culpable, if in regard for the 
sick. 


PERSONAL CLEANLINESS. 


In almost all diseases, the function of the 
skin is, more or less, disordered; and in many 
most important diseases nature relieves herself 
almost entirely by the skin. This is particular- 
ly the case with children. But the excretion, 
which comes from the skén, is left there, unless 
removed by washing or by the clothes. Every 
nurse should keep this fact constantly in mind— 
for, if she allow her sick to remain unwashed, 
or their clothing to remain on them after being 
saturated with perspiration or other excretion, 
she is interfering injuriously with the natural 
processes of health just as effectually as if she 
were to give the patient a dose of slow poison by 
the mouth. Poisoning by the skin is no less cer- 
tain than poisoning by the mouth—only it is 
slower in its operation. 

The amount of relief and comfort experienced 
by sick after the skin has been carefully wash- 
ed and dried, is one of the commonest observa- 
tions made ata sick bed. But it must not be 
forgotten that the comfort and relief so obtained 
are not all. They are, in fact nothing more than 
a sign that the vital powers have been relieved 
by removing something that was oppressing 
them. The nurse, therefore, must never put 
off attending to the personal cleanliness of her 
patient under the plea that all that is to be 
gained is a little relief, which can be quite as 
well given later. 

In all well-reeulated hospitals this ought to 
be, and generally is, attended to. But it is very 
generally neglected with private sick. . 

Just as it is necessary to renew the air round 
a sick person frequently, to carry off morbid 
effluvia from the lungs and skin, by maintain- 
ing free ventilation, so it is necessary to keep 
the pores of the skin free from all obstructing 
excretions. The object, both of ventilation and 
of skin-cleanliness, is pretty much the same—to 
wit, removing noxious matter from the system 
as rapidly as possible. 

Care should be taken in all these operations 
of sponging, washing, and cleansing the skin, 
not to expose too great a surface at once, so as 
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to check the perspiration, which would renew 
the evil in another form. 

The various ways of washing the sick need 
not here be specified—the less so as the doctors 
ought to say which is to be used. 

In several forms of diarrhea, dysentery, &c., 
where the skin is hard and harsh, the relief af- 
forded by washing with a great deal of soft soap 
is incalculable. In other cases, sponging with 
tepid soap and water, then with tepid water and 
drying with a hot towel will be ordered. 

Every nurse ought to be careful to wash her 


hands very frequently during the day. If her ; 


face too, so much the better. 

One word as to cleanliness merely as clean- 
liness. 

‘Compare the dirtiness of the water in which 
you have washed when it is cold without soap, 
cold with soap, hot with soap. You will find 
the first has hardly removed any dirt at all, the 
second a little more, the third a great deal more. 
But hold your hand over a cup of hot water for 
a minute or two, and then, by merely rubbing 
with the finger, you will bring off flakes of dirt 
or dirty skin. After a vapor bath you may peel 
your whole self clean in this way. What I mean 
is, that by simply washing or sponging with water 
you do not really clean your skin. Take a 
rough towel, dip one corner in very hot water— 
if a little spirit be added to it it will be more 
effectual—and then rub as if you were rubbing 
the towel into your skin with your fingers. The 
black fiakes which will come off will convince 
you that you were not clean before, however 
much soap and water you have used. These 
flakes are what require removing. And you can 
really keep yourself cleaner with a tumbler of 
hot water and a rough towel and rubbing, than 
with a whole apparatus of bath and soap and 
sponge, without rubbing. It is quite nonsense 
to say that anybody need be dirty. Patients have 
been kept as clean by these means on a long 
voyage, when a basin full of water could not be 
afforded, and when they could not be moved 
out of ther berths, as if all the appurtenances of 
home had been at hand. 

Washing, however, with a large quantity of 
water has quite other effects than those of mere 
cleanliness. The skin absorbs the water and 
becomes softer and more perspirable. To wash 
with soap and soft water is, therefore, desirable 
from other points of view than that of clean- 
liness.. 


CHATTERING HOPES AND ADVICES. 


The sick man to his advisers. 

‘‘My advisers! Their name is legion. * * * 
Somehow or other, it seems a provision of the 
universal destinies, that every man, woman and 
child should consider him, her, or itself privi- 
leged especially to adviseme. Why? Thatis pre- 
cisely what I want to know.” And this is what 
I have to say to them. I have been advised to go 
to every place extant in and out of England— 
to take every kind of exercise by every kind of 
cart, carrilage—yes, and even swing (!) and dumb- 
bell (!) in existence ; to imbibe every different 
kind of stimulant that ever has been invented. 
And this when those best fitted to know, viz., 
medical men, after long and close attendance, 
had declared any journey out of the question, 
had prohibited any kind of motion whatever, 
had closely laid down the diet and drink. What 
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would my advisers say, were they the medical 
attendants, and I the patient left their advice, 
and took the casual adviser’s? But the singu- 


larity in Legion’s mind is this: it never occurs 
to him that everybody else is doing the same. 
thing, and that I the patient must perforce say, - 


in sheer self-defence, like Rosalind, ‘‘I could 
not do with all.” 
‘*Chattering Hopes” may seem an odd head- 
ing. But I really believe there is scarcely a 
greater worry which invalids have to endure 
than the incurable hopes of their friends. There 
is no one practice against which I can speak more 
strongly from actual personal experience, wide 
and long, of its effects during sickness, observed 
both upon others and upon myself. I would 
appeal most seriously to all friends, visitors, 
and attendants of the sick to leave off this prac- 
tice of attempting to ‘‘cheer” the sick by mak- 
ing light of their danger and by exaggerating 
their probabilities of recovery. 


Far more now than formerly does the medical 
attendant tell the truth to the sick who are 
really desirous to hear it about their own state. 


How intense is the folly, then, to say the 
least of it, of the friend, be he even a medical 
man, who thinks that his.opinion, given after 
a cursory observation, will weigh with the pa- 
tient, against the opinion of the medical atten- 
dant, given, perhaps, after years of observation, 
after using every help to diagnosis afforded by 
the stethoscope, the examination of pulse, 
tongue, &c.; and certainly after much more 
esa ie than the friend can possibly have 

ad. y 

Supposing the patient to be possessed of com- 


mon sense, how can the ‘‘ favorable” opinion, . 


if it is to be called an opinion at all, of the 
casual visitor ‘‘ cheer” him, when different from 
that of the experienced attendant? Unques- 
tionably the latter may, and often does, turn 
out to be wrong. But which is most likely to 
be wrong? 


The fact is, that the patient is not ‘‘ cheered” 
at all by these well-meaning, most tiresome 
friends. On the contrary, he is depressed and. 
wearied. If, on the one hand, he exerts himself 
to tell each successive member of this too num- 


erous conspiracy, whose name is legion, why - 


he does not think as they do—in what respect 


he is worse—what symptoms exist that they 


know nothing of—he is fatigued instead of 
‘* cheered,” and his attention is fixed upon him- 
self. In general, patients who are really ill do 
not want to talk about themselves. Hypochon- 
driacs do, but again I say we are not on the 
subject of hypochondriacs, 


If, on the other hand, and which is much 
more frequently the case, the patient says no- 
thing, but the Shakespearian ‘‘Oh!” ‘ Ah!” 
‘¢Go to!” and ‘‘In good sooth!” in order to 
escape from the conversation about himself the 
sooner, he is depressed by want of sympathy. 
He feels isolated in the midst of friends. He 
feels what a convenience it would be, if there 
were any single person to whom he could speak 
simply and openly, without pulling the string 
upon himself of this shower-bath of silly hopes 
and encouragements; to whom he could express 
his wishes and directions without that person 
persisting in saying, ‘‘I hope that it will please 
God yet to give you twenty years,” or, ‘‘ You 
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have a long life of activity before you.” How 
often we see at the end of biographies, or of 
cases recorded in medical papers, ‘‘ after along 
illness A. died rather suddenly,” or, ‘‘ unexpect- 
edly both to himself and to others.” ‘‘Unex- 
pectedly” to others, perhaps, who did not see, 
because they did not look; but by no means 
‘unexpectedly to himself,” as I feel entitled to 
believe, both from the internal evidence in such 
stories, and from watching similar cases; there 
was every reason to expect that A. would die, 
and he knew it; but he found it useless to insist 
upon his own knowledge to his friends. 

In these remarks I am alluding neither to 
acute cases which terminate rapidly nor to 
‘‘nervous” cases. . 

By the first, much interest in their own dan- 
ger is very rarely felt. In writings of fiction, 
whether novels or biographies, these death-beds 
are generally depicted as almost seraphic in 
lucidity of intelligence. 
my experience in death-beds, and I can only 
say that I have seldom or never seen such. In- 
difference, excepting with regard to bodily suf- 
fering, or to some duty the dying man desires 
to perform, is the far more usual state. 

The ‘‘nervous case,” on the other hand, 
delights in figuring to himself and others a 
fictitious danger. 

But the long chronic case, who knows too 
well himself, and who has been told by his 
physician that he will never enter active life 
again, who feels that every month he has to give 


up something he could do the month before— 


oh! spare such sufferers your chattering hopes. 
You do not know how you worry and weary 
them. Such real sufferers cannot bear to talk 
of themselves, still less to hope for what they 
cannot at all expect. 

So also as to all the advice showered so pro- 
fusely upon such sick, to leave off some occu- 
pation, to try some other doctor, some other 
house, climate, pill, powder, or specific; I say 
nothing of the inconsistency—for these advisers 
are sure to be the same persons who exhorted 
the sick man not to believe his own doctor’s 
prognostics, because ‘‘ doctors are always mis- 
taken,” but to believe some other doctor, be- 
cause ‘‘this doctor is always right.” Sure also 
are these advisers to be the persons to bring the 
sick man fresh occupation, while exhorting him 
to leave his own. ; 

Wonderful is the face with which friends, lay 
and medical, will come in and worry the patient 
with recommendations to do something or other, 
having just as little knowledge as to its. being 
feasible, or even safe for him, as if they were to 
recommend a man to take exercise, not knowing 
he had broken his leg. What would the friend 
say, if he were the medical attendant, and if the 
patient, because some other friend had come in, 
because somebody, anybody, nobody, had re- 
commended something, anything, nothing, were 
to disregard his orders, and take that other body’s 
wenaspendation. But people never think of 
this. 

To me these commonplaces, leaving their 
smear upon the cheerful, single-hearted, con- 
stant devotion to duty, which is so often seen 
in the decline of such sufferers, recall the slimy 
trail left by the snail on the sunny southern 
<ceergi loaded with fruit.—Miss Nightin- 
gale. 


Sadly large has been | 


507 
+ PROTECTIVE | 
War-OGlaim Association 


STATE OF NEW YORK. 
OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 


NEV ZTOREK. 








President. 
Lizvt.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Vice-Presidents. 
Hon. HAMILTON FISH. 
JOHN J. CISCO, Esa. 
ADMIRAL DUPONT. 
RUDOLPH A. WITTHAUS, Esa. 


Treasurer. 
ROBT. B. MINTURN, Esa. 


Directors. 

Hons. E. D. MORGAN, GEORGE OPDYKE, 
HIRAM BARNEY, JAS. W. BEEKMAN. Rev. 
H. W. BELLOWS, D.D. Muzssrs. JOHN JACOB 
ASTOR, JAMES BROWN, WM. H. ASPINWALL, 
JAS. GALLATIN, HOWARD POTTER, WM. E. 
DODGE, Jr., THEODORE ROOSEVELT, PETER 
COOPER, GEORGE BANCROFT, DANIEL LORD, 
WILSON G. HUNT, ROBT. L. STUART, ALFRED 
PELL. 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Sec’y, 
35 CHAMBERS STREET, New York. 





OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


1st. To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being 
made against the Government. 

Ath. To give gratuitous advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
lies needing it. 


THE MERCANTILE MARINE 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 


No. 35 Wall Street, New Work. 


INCORPORATED APRIL, 1842. 
Assets over $1,400,000. 











MARINE and Inland Transportation risks on Vessels. 
Freight and Merchandise insured on the most favorable 
terms. , 

Policies are issued, loss, if any, payable in Gold, or at 
the office of RATHBONE, BROTHERS & CO., Liverpool, if 
desired. 

Parties effecting insurance at this office may participate 
in the scrip dividend of profits, or receive an equivalent 
cash discount, at their own option. 

The risk of war covered at the lowest current rates. 


ELLWOOD WALTER, Pres'’t. 
CHAS. NEWCOMB, Vice-Pres’t. 
C. J. DESPARD, Secretary. 
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THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, 1861, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi- 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 


H. W, Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. OC. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. KE. Shiras, U. S. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen’l U.S. A. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I, 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Il. 

“Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stillé, 43 os 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Ill. 


OFFICERS: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D.; General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrangements 
for supplying information gratuitously, with regard to 
patients in all the United States General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England States, Hast- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
‘* Office of Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. O.’’ 


For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address ‘‘ Office of 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 


Tllinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- — 


sippi, and Arkansas, address ‘Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky.”’ 


In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
was when last heardfrom. Ifthe application is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail; if in person, 
it will be answered at once; or if by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
expense. 


Bas~ Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely disseminating 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special author- 
ity of the President of the United States, maintains 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
safe conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put_ 
in its charge for the sick and wounded at points 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
equal care and generosity at all points—at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at 
Chattanooga—its distributions being governed by a 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
societies, and all disposed to aid the sick and 
wounded, without reference to States or localities, 
but simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their offerings: 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. ‘ 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No.. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, Ill. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s Block, Buffalo, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penn. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. ' 
é emis Gk Commission, Branch Depot, Columbus, 

io. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. . 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the public for 
the means of sustaining its operations. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 
68 Wall Street, N. Y. . 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. — 


General Superintendent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Washings- 
ton, D. O. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. 

Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Soldier’s Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Boston. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between 13th and 14th Streets. 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station. © 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D. C. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio—Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill.—C. N. Shipman, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, Sup’t. 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.—L. Crane, Sup’t and 
ReliefAgent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio , Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio—Clark Warren, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.—0.W. 
Christy, Sup’t and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, Sup’t. 


AGENOY FOR PENSIONS. 
William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washington, D. 0 


HOSPITAL OARS. 


Between Washington and New York—Sol. Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon in charge. 

Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 

Between Louisville and Murfreesboro’—Dr. J. P. Bar- 
num, Surgeon in charge. 





SANITARY STEAMER. 
Cumberland River— New Dunleith. 


— 
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MREDIC SS: COZZENS, 


WINE MERCHANT, 


4d Warren Street, Wew York, 


(Opposite Hudson River R. R. Depot,) 
AND 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, Washington, D. C., 
| | b (Two doors from Willard’s.) . 
tm ported Wines, Brandices, &c., 


OF THE PUREST QUALITY, FOR 


MEDICINAL AND SANITARY PURPOS®S, 


Such as are extensively used in the 


UNITED STATES HOSPITALS 
And by the SANITARY COMMISSION. 
ALSO, AMERICAN WINES OF THE HIGHEST GRADES. 

Sole Agent in New York and Washington for 
Longworth’s Sparkling and Still Catawba Wine, 
Brandies, etc., etc. 














Adapted to every branch of business. 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E. & T. FAIRBANKS & C0, St. Johnsbury, Vermont, 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CO, No. 252 Broadway, New York. 
PAIRBANKS & BROWN. No.118 Milk Street, Boston. 
PAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
PAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 

Descri 


criptive circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of 


| the above, , 
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TWO PRIZE MEDALS 








































































































(FROM JURIES 3 AND 4) 
AT THE 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 


Being Sole Awards gained by anything of the kind. It also received Superlative Report of | 
‘EXCEEDING EXCELLENT FOR FOOD.» 


MAIZENA, 


At the GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION at HAMBURG, J uly, 1863, reecived 
the highest Prize Medal for its great delicacy as an article of food. 


MAIZENA, 


At the FATR of the NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, at Utica, Bcd 
September, 1863, received both Drptoma and Mzpat, 


MAIZENA, 


AT THE 
Pennsylvania State Fair at N orristirune 


Oct. 3, 1863, Took Goup Merpat. 

‘ MAIZENA” has also taken the first premium at the Ammrican InstrTuTE, New York 
City; New Jmmsey Stare Farr at Trenton, and at other places—in every instance where 
it has been exhibited. 

‘* MATZENA” has never failed to receive the highest award when placed in competi- 
tion with Corn Starch and all articles of like character, after a thorough Microscopical 
and Analytical Examination of disinterested judges. It therefore stands commended to — 
the public as the best article of its kind in the world without any comments of the manu- | 


facturer. 
MAIZENA, 


For Puddings, Cakes, Custards, Blanc Mange, &c., without isinglass, with few or no eggs, 
at a cost astonishing the most economical. Itis also excellent for thickening sweet sauces, 
gravies for fish and meat, soups, &c. For Ice Cream, nothing can compare with it. A 
little boiled in milk will produce rich cream for Coffee, Chocolate, Tea, &e. 
: Put up in one pound packages, under the trade mark “« Maizena,” with directions 
or use. 
A most delicious article of food for children and inyalids of all ages. For sale by 
Grocers and Druggists everywhere. 


WHOLESALE DEPOT, 166 FULTON STREET. 
Wi. DURYVE i As General Apes 








! 
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OFFICE OF THE 


Colwnbian CAMavine) Insuvance 
COMPANY, 


CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 


CASH CAPITAL, - - - $1,000,000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1868, 


Domine Or Asses, Jantary 1, 1864.0... 06.6. ce eln ec eee eens $3,140,930 80 
Dr) Fe VOMUUIMIG, . of. . he corse wuerele we» oles Ae dds GeSale afeed aus ss 3,252,256 76 
Fixcess of Harned Premiums over Losses, Xc.°.......0..5 eee eee wees 1,137,063.33 
Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies.....,. 441,206 49 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Harned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 


ee Barre en PTS HER AN de eee ee 269,614 80 
Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Harned Premiums.................066- 15 per cent. 
Wigaeae fonitne Year to Stockholders. wi. 02. ye ce eee ... 26 per cent. 


LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Risks on which the Premium is paid in like Currency. 


DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 


1st. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 
PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 

Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 


premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 


DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, M. F. MERICK, MOSES MERICK, 
DANIEL W. LORD, WM. B, OGDEN, DAVID J. ELY, 
GEORGE MILN, JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
JOHN ATKINSON, B. C. MORRIS, WM. H. POPHAM, 
THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, ANDREW J. RICH, B. C, MORRIS, JR., 
WM. H. HALSEY, DAN’L W. TELLER, EZRA NYE, 
THOS. BARRON, JOHN D. BATES, JR., HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
ROLAND G. MITCHELL, CHARLES HICKOX, THOMAS LORD, 
ALBERT G. LEE, ROBERT BOWNE, ROBERT 8. HOLT, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, LAWRENCE MYERS, J. B. GRIFFIN. 
O. L. NIMS, S. N. DERRICK, 

THOS. LORD, Vice-President. B. C. MORRIS, President. 


WM. M. WHITNEY, 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 
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NORTH AMERICAN 
re Insurance Company, 


IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK. 





. a 
Di 
DY 





OFFICH, No 114 BROADWAY. 


INCORPORATED 18258. 


CASH CAPITAL (May 1 
AND SURPLUS, } 1864, 


ares eee ee —— vw FX —— 
= 


{$675,014 13. 











ASSETS: 

Loans on Bond and Mortgage, being first lien on Real Hstate, , 

worth over Fifty per cent. above the amount loaned........ $173,160 00° 
Stocks, Bonds and other Securities owned by the Company, mar- 

ket values. fsvesnie. sd eee a a . 865,960 00 © 
Cashiin Bank dnd; Officeiisy, us 10 hw sate 6), ee in adh Gee ee ee 
Loans on demand with collaterals:.... J0..3 /.\) 5.6) ee ee ee aan, 400 00 
Premiums due and outstanding *. 2.4.2.0. 40 2.0 2s : 3,820 81 
Cash in Agents’ hands in course of pe ey 8 Hed [business of April 

POCEIVERIE Mio Baki oo’ (ee L eke (aan ae oe Ss 13,491 57 
Interest :accruéd*on Sécumities . on 00. .nulsie be ae eee Siete earet 21,684 60 
Other; Property ofyCbmpany.. .'.-. 215 ddiigie yok eieketele -ce 1,205 00 ~ 

$675,014 13 | 


Losses unadjusted...) bi ace aca gene 810,500 00 





Insures Property against Loss or Damage by Fire at usual rates, . 
and returns three-fourths of the net Profits, each year, to the As- 
sured. 

Policies Issued and Losses paid at the Office of the Company, or at 
its various Agencies in the principal cities in the United States. 


JAMES W. OTIS, President. 
R. W. BLEECKER, Secretary. 


R. F. MASON, Sup’t Agencies. 
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THE SANITARY ComMMISSION BULLETIN is published 
on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as it 
has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 
copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 


All communications must be addressed to the Ed- 
ior, at the office, 823 Broadway, and must be au- 
thenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 


As the continuance of the publication of the Buu- 
LETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, 
and on the resources of the U. 8. Sanitary Com- 
mission—the Standing Committee feels a certain de- 
gree of reluctance to solicit subscriptions for iti—and 
thereby to pledge the Commission to tts issue for a 
definite period. 


The Committee understand, however, that some of 
their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give 
notice that the sum of two dollars, remitied to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Srrone, 68 Wall Street, or No. 
823 Broadway, New York, ) will secure its being sent 
to such contributor during the remainder of the cur- 
rent year, unless its publication be sooner discon- 
tinued. 


Vou, I.—No. 17. 33 


SHERMAN’S DEPARTMENT. 


AFFAIRS AT CHATTANOOGA. 

Dr. Read reports to Dr. Newberry, from 
Chattanooga, June 12: 

For a long time events have so crowded 
upon each other, in this department, and 
my work has been of such a miscellaneous 
character, that it has been impossible for 
me to give you any detailed statement of 
that part of the work especially under my 
observation. 

A brief allusion to the more prominent 
occurrences of the past, and to the lessons 
they seem to teach, would, perhaps, be all 
you would care to read during the stirring 
events of the present. 

During the spring and summer of 1863, 
the Commissary’s Department and the 
Commission furnished -a large supply of 
vegetables to the soldiers in the field, and 
when in midsummer the army advanced 
from Murfreesboro’, the men were in good 
condition, and though the long march to 
Chattanooga was a tedious one, over moun- 
tain roads, it was through a country where 
green corn, potatoes, fruits and berries 
were comparatively abundant. 

In getting into Chattanooga, our army 
met the rebels in overwhelming numbers on 
the bloody field of Chickamauga, and 
though they retired from the battle-field,. 
they won, at a terrible loss, a substantial. 
victory, and Chattanooga was firmly held. 

But our army there was really besieged;. 
the soldiers there, to a great extent, had 
lost their clothing, tents, and blankets. 
The means of transportation were so limit- 
ed, that the loss could not be supplied. 
During the cold wet weather that followed 
after, fences,shade trees, and all spare build- 
ings were consumed, Camp fires were very 
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rarely kindled, either for warmth or for cook- 
ing, on account of the want of wood. 

The severely wounded were returned 
here in crowded hospitals, sparingly pro- 
vided with the articles of diet, clothing, 
etc., which such men need, although every 
available means was employed to get stores 
through from Stevenson, and tH hospitals 
were much better supplied, than any other 
part of the army. I was enabled to get 
though a large supply of condensed milk, 
an article, in such an emergency, of ines- 
timable value, used freely in tea and coffee, 
as a dressing for toast and rice, and for 
making milk punches; it alone I have no 
doubt, saved hundreds of lives, and this 
was the testimony of all the surgeons whom 
I heard speak of it. 

In the meantime our brave soldiers have 
exhibited the highest types of heroism. 
Inadequately clothed, many without blank- 
ets, with leaking tents, or none at all, on 
half and quarter rations, of the current 
articles of diet alone; their pitiful allowance 
of hard tack, frequently wet and mouldy, 
gathering from the streets the scattering 
grains of corn ‘‘to parch,” and thus eke 
out their scanty allowance; encamped in a 
sea of mud, exposed to the constant fall 
rains without fire; their encampments a 
daily target for the enemy’s shells, their 
confidence in their cause, and in their com- 
mander was unshaken, and the determina- 
tion to endure this and more, as long as it 
might be necessary, was universal. In 
riding through the camps complaints and 
murmurings were unheard, and I doubt not 
had the vote of the soldiers been taken, in 
the most untoward circumstances, the de- 
cision would have been nearly, or quite 
unanimous, ‘‘to die in Chattanooga, rather 
than abandon it.” 

The deliverance for which they waited, 
came in the series of brilliant battles in 
November, with such a loss as was of 
course inevitable; and our hospitals were 
again crowded with wounded. Communi- 
cation was opened by river and by railroad, 
and the stores accumulated at Stevenson, 
Nashville, etc., were brought forward in 
abundance. 

The hospitals were all supplied with all 
articles of necessity and luxury, yet the per 
centage of deaths from hospital was much 


greater than after the battle of Chicka- 
mauga. 
After the battles of Chattanooga, the 


want of all means of transportation render- 


ed another period of repose inevitable for _ 
that part of the army which was confronting — 
the rebel Gen. Johnson, and an effort was 
made to vary the hard fare of the soldiers 
by the addition of potatoes, onions, pick- 
les, ete. 

Never before in this department were so 
large amounts of these articles distributed 
by our Commission; and they were made 
to reach the entire army. Larger quanti- 
ties than are ordinarily issued were for- 
warded by the commissaries; and now 
when active operations are resumed, and our 
hospitals are again crowded with wounded, 
a marked change in the physical condition 
of the men is apparent. Patients are rap- 
idly recovering from wounds now, who 
wounded in like manner, in the battles of 
November, would certainly have died. 


THE LESSON OF EXPERIENCE. 

The lesson it seems to me, we should 
learn from this, is one which has often 
been urged by the Commission, and cannot 
be repeated too often, ‘‘ that the time to 
care for our wounded, is before they are 
wounded’’—the time to care f6r wounds, is 
before they are made. This can only be 
done by a constant and liberal issue of 
vegetable food to the men in the field, and 
to be effectually done, and at the least ex- 
pense, should never be deferred until the 
appearance of scurvy admonishes us that — 
our work has been neglected. 

It seems to me also, that during these 
periodic seasons of repose, we should aceu- 
malate larger supplies of ‘‘ battle-stores,” 
at the extreme front, or at the nearest 
place to the front where they will be safe. 

The greater part of the stores which are 
of special necessity, during battles, and im- 
mediately after them, such as milk, beef 
tea, stimulants, shirts, drawers, rags, band- 
ages, compresses, sheets, pillows, pads, 
arm-slings, etc., will keep an indefinite 
length of time, and it would be a great 
relief at all times, to those of us at the 
front, if we could feel that from the accu- 
mulation of these stores here, a rebel raid, 
the failure of a bridge, a military necessity, 
requiring all the transportation in the rear 
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for days or weeks, for troops, equipages, mu- 
nitions or forage,’would not deprive us of the 
power of aiding the wounded. The interrup- 
tion of transportation for the past week, by 
the failure of a bridge, has seriously embar- 
rassed us, by making it impossible to re- 
ceive stores, which we are exceedingly 
anxious to ship to the front, where they are 
greatly needed, and which we could readily 
_ push forward at any time from this point. 


THE DEAD AT CHICKAMAUGA. 

After the extraordinary demand upon our 
stores and time, incident to the battles of 
November, had somewhat diminished, an 
inquiry was received with regard to an 
officer of a Missouri Regiment, who was 
supposed to have fallen on the battle-field 
ofGhickamauga, accompanied by an ur- 
gent request from his father, a resident of 
New Jersey, that his fate be ascertained, 
and his body recovered, if possible. The 
task at first seemed a hopeless one, but 
after a little time such information was ob- 
tained as rendered success probable, and 
an expedition was started for the battle- 
field under command of Capt. Barber, of 
the Ohio Sharp-shooters, and an escort of 
his men. The Captain was also instructed 
by Gen. Thomas to bury any of our dead 
who might be found on the field, and make 
report on his return to the headquarters of 
the department. The expedition was suc- 
cessful, the body sought for found, and 
clearly identified, and is now deposited in 
the National Cemetery here. 

But so many of our dead were found en- 
tirely unburied, and the work of previous 
burial parties so imperfectly done, (the 
rains haying washed away the scanty cov- 
erings of earth, so that hands, feet, and 
skulls protruded from almost every grave, ) 
that the Captain concluded not to attempt 
to finish the work, and returned on the 
second day, and made report of the condi- 
tion of the field. ‘This report induced the 
General Commanding to issue his order to 
Capt. Barber, to take the greater part of 
his command, proceed to the battle-field, 
encamp there, and continue his work until 
all the dead were buried. What I had seen 
on the previous expedition induced me to 
accompany this, to work with the Captain, 
and as far as possible identify the remains 
of the fallen, mark their resting places,and 


save for the friends all personal mementoes 
that could be gathered up. During the 
fifteen days spent upon the field, between 
800 and 900 of our dead were buried; some 
had never been buried, and part had been 
imperfectly buried by our own men after 
the battles of November. The only in- 
stance indicating that the redels had buried 
any of our dead, was, where the men were 
found buried in one grave, all shot in the 
head, a strap buckled around the arm of 
one and the legs of another tied together 
with a strap. It was evident they had been 
shot after they were captured. 

The whole battle-field was carefully pa- 
trolled by Capt. Barber’s men, a grave dug 
for each soldier, his remains carefully de- 
posited and covered, and when by a care- 
ful examination of clothing, contents of 
pockets, or in any other way the identity 
of the body could be ascertained, the grave 
was marked with his name. 

The inscription on the head-boards and 
the location of the graves of all who were 
buried by our men during the battle, 
or from the rebel hospitals, were also care- 
fully noted, and the bodies of many have 
been thus recovered and forwarded to their 
friends through this office. 


One instance will illustrate the nature of 
this work: Two miles south of Crawfish 
Springs we found the body of a man whose 
clothing indicated that he was a Union offi- 
cer, a Lieutenant or Captain, as indicated 
by his coat; an artillery or cavalry officer, 
as indicated by his pants. Near him was 
found a private soldier, with a sutler’s 
check of the 4th Ohio Cavalry in his pock- 
et. Alarge number of the officer’s teeth 
had been filled with gold. As these were 
loose in the jaws, only the skeleton and 
clothing remaining, they were taken, with 
a description of the light color of hair and 
every particular which could identify the 
remains. Upon our return to Chattanoo- 
ga, [ ascertained that Chaplain Van Horne 
had received a letter of inquiry from the 
mother of Lieut. , 4th Ohio Cavalry, 
who was supposed to have fallen in the 
neighborhood where this body was found. 
A minute description was returned, and in 
response a friend of the deceased comes 
down from and clearly identifies the 
remains, and takes them to the mother. 
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Others were also identified, and many 
preserved mementoes gathered up which 
were sent to the Cleveland Fair, to be de- 
livered to friends, if found. 

During the first occupation of this place 
there was no general system of burials, 
- and the dead were deposited in scattered 
groups, graves imperfectly marked, or not 
marked at all, and no general register kept 
any where. All this is now changed. A 
most desirable location has been selected 
for a National Cemetry, which has been 
placed in charge of Chaplain Yan Horne, 
specially detailed by Gen. Thomas for that 
duty; the grounds are being regularly and 
beautifully laid out, with streets and ave- 
nues, the whole surrounded by a substan- 
tial stone wall, now nearly completed, the 
summit of the hill to be crowned by a suit- 
able monument, and the whole of the 
erounds to be filled with ornamental trees 
and shrubs, at the proper season. A com- 
plete register of all burials is now kept, 
and every possible precaution taken to se- 
cure absolute aceuracy. 

The frequent loss of hospital records 
after the battle of Chickamauga, and the 
fact that there were many Division Hos- 
pitals at the post which did not report to 
the Medical Director, induced us to keep 
at our office a register of all hospital cases 
here, and.adding to it so far as we could a 
record of all deaths in regimental hospitals 
and of the killed in action. This has been 
of so much service to usin answering special 
inquiries from the Hospital Directory, and 
from friends at home, that we have felt 
compelled to continue it, and keep at the 
office a full register of all patients at this 
post. We add to it also the location of all 
eraves, as far as we can, from the regular 
reports, and from copies of the inscriptions 
of all head-boards.of scattered graves. 


MAIL MATTERS. 

The detention of letters and papers in 
the post office here directed to soldiers and 
commanding officers of companies has been 
a great evil, and cannot be avoided, unless 
all will learn to prepay fully all mail mat- 
ter sent to soldiers in the field, or unless 
some one will pay the daily postage on the 
packages underpaid. The letters to sol- 
diers are usually from friends at home,and 
the failure to receive. them frequently pre- 


a 


vents the soldier from writing home. The 
packages to officers of companies very often 
contain descriptive rolls and discharge pa- 
pers, and great loss and annoyance must 
frequently occur from their detention. 
Under your instructions I have already 
paid the postage on 6,130 letters and pack- 
ages, which would otherwise have been de- 
tained, the postage amounting to $418.41, 
and have to-day also directed the postmas- 
ter to pay the postage on newspaper pack- 
ages sent from the office of publication, 
which could not otherwise be forwarded. 
As it will require a large amount to keep 
up these payments, I trust you will call 
attention to the importance of having all 
mail matter to soldiers in the field, includ- 
ing newspapers and magazines from the 
offices of publication fully prepaid. This, 
also, should be borne in mind, that double 
rates are charged on all deficits, and that 
no postmaster has any discretion allowed 
him. He must collect it or lose it, or have 
the package on which it is charged in his 
office. 

We have forwarded as requested from 
time to time, to various points in the North, 
the bodies of officers and soldiers who have 
been killed in action or who have died in 
hospitals, and I believe in every instance 
the remains haye reached the proper des- 
tination in safety. You will see, however, 
from a General Order, which I-send you, 
marked ‘‘A,” that this part of our work 
must be suspended until after the 3ist day 
of October next. ' . 


THE GARDENS, 

Under some discouragements, and as the 
result of much labor, the hospital gardens 
of the Commission are proving eminently a 
success. The ground has not been accu- 
rately measured, but it is estimated between 
150 and 200 acres,.in addition to about 40 
acres of vineyards of Catawba vines, which 
are now in good condition, and fruiting well. 
The general and special orders, of which 
the copies enclosed are marked B, C, D & 
B, will show how fully we have been aided 
and sustained in this part of our work by 
Major-General Thomas, commanding the 
Department, and by Major-General Stead- 
man, commanding the post. An additional 
order was published in the paper here, 
which effectually prevents all trespassing. 
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We have one company of the 31st Indiana 
permanently detailed as a guard. Have 
about 30 men as a permanent detail for 
, workmen and to gather the vegetables,and 
a daily detail from a colored regiment, of 
from 50 to 75 men. We have had made at 
the Government shop 1 roller, 1 hand and 
1 horse ‘‘ marker,” 4 harrows, some 300 
feet of hot-bed frames, and various, other 
articles. Have received many tools from 
the country, and have a full supply of hor- 
ses, harness, and all tools except hoes, of 
which we need two or three dozen more. 
We have issued thus far only mustard, 
lettuce, radishes, peas and onions, and are 
now distributing of these to all soldiers in 
and out of hospitals at this post, and have 
shipped twice to the hospitals at Resaca. 


bushels. While entering up the issues for 
the day, last evening, an orderly from De- 
partment Headquarters brought in the 
note of which the copy is enclosed,marked 
“Ff.” Itis evident now, unless some un- 


expected accident’ happens, that the gar- | 
den will furnish a continuous and full sup- | 


ply of vegetables for all the sick and woun- 
ded at the post, through the summer and 
early fall months, with a constant surplus 
for convalescent camps and men in the 
field. I send you enclosed a statement 
of the issues of this post, and of the ship- 
ments to the front, of the most important 
articles for the month of May. The agegre- 
gate of some of the articles are very large, 
but never before has there been such a 
large and long-continued demand for these 
articles, a demand which will continue 
_ and probably increase for many days to 
come. 

Of the more recent work at the front, 
those who are on the field have or will give 
you full reports. As soon as it was evident 
that an immediate advance of the army 
was contemplated, a depot of stores was 
opened at Ringgold, forces called in from 
Nashville, Knoxville and Huntsville, all 
gathering at the point. 

The details of the work there they will 
narrate. I will only add, that it is certain 
our stores have been of inestimable value. 
They have been pushed on from point to 
point, as the railroad has been opened, 
going on by the first train, and at every 





battle have been taken by teams from the 
terminal depot to the field and distributed 
to the wounded, frequently under fire, and 
always as fast as they were gathered into 
the Field Hospitals. 

The steady advance of the army has pre- 
vented gathering complete lists of casual- 
ties; but the name, rank, company, regi- 
ment, and nature of wound of all who have 
been admitted into the temporary field hos- 
pitals, have been forwarded to you, with 
copies of the inscriptions of all head boards 
on the battle-field this side of Kingston, the 
lists of the deaths in hospitals at the front, 
ete. 

All statistics are forwarded to the office 


| of the Hospital Directory as fast as receiy- 
| ed, and every effort is made to bring up the 
The total issues to date have been 2,319 | 


reports of the changes in the hospitals here, 
which are now long in arrears. I have as- 
surance that this difficulty will be immedi- 

ately remedied. 

My co-laborers here are Mr. Bartlett, 
Store-keeper, assisted by Mr. Rindle, Trans- 
portation Agent, Prof. H. B. Hosford, Hos- 
pital Visitor, Mr. Miney, and Mr. Hough- 
ton, who have charge of special inquiries 
and the reports for the Hospital Directory, 
and Mr. Thomas Wills, Gardener, all emi- 
nently fitted for the duties assigned them, 
and all laboring beyond their strength in 
the discharge of their duties. Mr. Werth 
is also here, and did good service as Trans- 
portation Agent, until sickness rendered 
him incapable of discharging the duties of 
his office. He is assisting in the store- 
room, but will leave soon for his home. 

Gur main want is now, a constant and 
large supply of all-battle stores. We have 
sent everything to the front, and our agents 
and the Medical Director are calling for 
more. We expect six car-loads this P. M. 
from Nashville, and shall send at least four 
of them immediately to the front. 

The ice you sent came in excellent con- 
dition, and I hope more will be forwarded. 
Of all we have, we need a larger supply 
than we have received for a long time, and 
of our cooking utensils, cups, plates, coffee 
boilers, camp-kettles, a large number are 
required. But you know fully our wants 
from the telegrams and letters already fer- 
warded, and a repetition of them is unne- 
cessary. 
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AT THE FRONT. 
Mr. Read writes: 


HospPitaL First Division, 4TH A. C., 
NEAR Dauuas, June 1st, 1864. 


Here we are and here we have been for 
eight days. Constant firing on our front 
and to the right and left of us.) The enemy 
reached this place one day in advance of 
us, put up their works, and so far have 
stopped our progress. There are not un- 
frequent assaults on both sides, and each 
side has so far been repulsed. We are moy- 
ing our line farther to the left and nearer 
to the railroad, while McPherson, who is on 
our extreme right, can neither advance nor 
get away; neither can the enemy driye him 
away. 

I think we have had not less than 
wounded since we left Resaca. We have 
had no rain for a week, and the weather is 
very hot; thermometer 95° in the shade to- 
day. 

Yesterday we received three loads of 
stores from Kingston. Pocock going after 
them, but he was compelled to leave them 
some nine miles back. The wagons had to 
take in ammunition, so that he came here 
leaving the stores under guard. I obtained 
other wagons of the Medical Purveyor. 

The hospitals of the 15th and 16th Corps 
have been moved with their wounded eight 
miles to the left of where they were first es- 
tablished. This, of course, is hard and in- 
jurious for the bad cases. The light cases 
have been sent back to Kingston, and, in 
some cases, the very bad ones, but this was 
done but by order of Dr. Kitto. Fe sf 

By being on the field as we are, we can 
secure all needed transportation. 

* * * * * 

Dr. Hazen is in the sick train this side of 
Chattanooga; Fairchild with the 14th Corps; 
Brundsitt with the 20th; Hoblit with the 
4th and 23d; and I go from one to the 
other, doing what I can. The lists of cas- 
ualties have all been forwarded, and goods 
have been brought forward promptly. 





CHATTANOOGA, June 4, 1864. 
We have sent two car-loads of stores to 
Kingston to-day, and have but little left 
here. Thirty-six boxes containing shirts, 
drawers, rags and bandages, are on the way 
from Knoxville. Ihave purchased and had 
made $200 worth of cooking utensils, cups, 
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coffee pots, pails, wash basins, &c., &c. 

and sent them to Kingston, where the 
wounded come in by thousands, and where, 
without this provision, little food could be 
prepared or served. Mr. Enos and Mrs. 

Dickinson have gone down to-day. I have 
asked Mr. Tone to take all available help 
and cooking utensils from Resaca to that 
point, turning oyer all needed stores to the 
General Hospital remaining there, and en- 
gaging some one connected with it to an- 
swer promptly all special inquiries and fur- 
nish us reports. 

We need hospital and battle stores of all 
kinds. The call upon us has been larger than 
ever before in this department, and we have 
more nearly than ever before supplied the de- 
mand. 'The daily demand will not diminish, 
but rather increase for weeks. Do not let us 
lack supplies. The comfort of all and the 
lives of many will depend on the supplies 
you send us. When one manora thousand 
actually needs our stores to-day, we cannot 
keep them for the thousands who will need 
them more to-morrow. We look for new 
shipments for them. 

The continued rains interfere santenahe 
with gardening operations and the gather- 
ing of vegetables; but all the time the 
weather permits, from twelve to twenty 
men are gathering fresh vegetables, which 
are taken by our own men to the various 
hospitals, in quantities to reaeh all who 
carefully use them. And nothing we fur- 
nish is more gratefully received or more 
beneficial. ‘Two double wagons are employ- 
ed for this work, and are rarely diverted to 
any other duty. 

We send you lists of deaths to date in 
Resaca hospitals, and additional lists of 
those killed in action near Resaca, gathered 
with much labor, by Mr. Tone, from the in- 
scriptions on the headboards of the scat- 


tered graves. 
* * * * * 


THE HOSPITALS AT CHATTANOOGA. 


The Rev. H. B. Hosford reports, June 
12: 

I can hardly call what I intended to 
write, a report, as I know of nothing which 
I have done, or failed to do, while con- 
nected with the Commission, which seems 
to me to be in any special manner, worthy 
of record. 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


519 





I chose, therefore, to write of the hospi- 
tals of Chattanooga themselves, rather 
than anything which I have done or at- 
tempted to do in connection with them. 

The recent movements of the army and 
the battles consequent thereupon, have 
wrought great changes in the hospitals at 
this point. The General Hospital has been 
enlarged by means of tents, near the hos- 
pital buildings erected, and left for our use 
by Gen. Bragg, upon the crest of a hill, a 
few rods west of the railroad depot, and 
also by the establishment of General Hos- 
pital, Division No. 8, located upon a high 
bank of the Tennessee river, about three- 
fourths of a mile north of the city. The 
number of patients in General Hospital 
this morning was 

A new hospital was also established upon 
Lookout Mountain, in which there are at 
the present time -— patients. The Offi- 
cer’s Hospital has been removed from its 
former location in Chattanooga to Lookout 
Mountain, and has —— patients. The 
Field Hospital near the base of Lookout 
Mountain has been much enlarged, and 
otherwise improved in accommodations, 
but not increased to any considerable ex- 
tent in numbers, in consequence of the 
constant and large transfers made to North- 
ern Hospitals. It numbers 

A new Field Hospital pertaining to the 
Army of the Tennessee, has been estab- 
lished and located about three-quarters of 
a mile east of General Field Hospital. 
There are also several convalescent camps, 
and hospitals connected with certain bri- 
gades, or detachments from brigades on 
duty at this post. 

The daily changes made in transfers at 
all of these hospitals have been great, for a 
week or two past, in consequence of almost 
constant arrivals and departures of trains 
of sick and wounded from the boat, or to 
the hospitals at the North, especially at 
Nashville. All, with few exceptions, who 
are able to bear with safety the journey, 
are transferred, leaving the room and cots 
which they occupied, for those who should 
the same day arrive from the field. Many 
of the latter remain here but for a day. 
Others are sent immediately to the conva- 
lescent camps, from which some of them, 
are soon returned to duty. 








The whole number now in hospital here 
and in the convalescent camps, is not far 
from , of which a very large propor- 
tion are very slightly wounded, or lightly 
affected by disease. Most, however, are in 
one way or another unfit for duty in the 
field, while many, very many, are lying 
upon their low cots dreadfully mangled 
and maimed, or wasting under the power 
of dangerous or fatal disease; most of them 
manfully bearing their sufferings, as for 
their country’s sake, or manifesting day by 
day, by their patient fortitude, as much 
true heroism as itis possible for any man 
to manifest in the fore-front of the battle. 
Their cheerful hope and uncomplaining 
fortitude, as well as the intense earnestness 
with which they inquire for any news from 
the front which may indicate the progress 
of our arms, or launch forth their hearty 
invectives upon the enemies of our coun- 
try, whether rebels in the field or sympa- 
thizers with them at home, show that the 
soldiers of the Northern Army are no mer- 
cenary horde, but are worthy of the proud 
position which they hold, not only as sol- 
diers of the American Army, but as Ameri- 
can citizens. After every battle they in- 
quire eagerly what part their own corps 
has taken in it, if any; who of their own 
regiment, company or comrades have been 
particularly heard from since. They talk 
with subdued voice of the number of woun- 
ded; they say little of the numb rs killed, 
but the lines of their counteiances show 
that they are not forgetful 


«¢Of the brave hearts that never more shall beat, 
The eyes that smile no more, the unreturning feet.’ 


The location of the hospitals at Chattan- 
ooga could not in the main be better. 
Most of them are upon high ground, fann- 
ed by the breezes from the mountains, and 
commanding views of scenery, which both 
by their intrinsic beauty and by their pa- 
triotic associations can but be health-in- 
spiring to those who are able to look upon 
them from their narrow cots, or through 
the open door, or as with feeble and aided 
steps they take their seats upon the out- 
side, and gaze, as they often do for hours 
in some cases, upon one of the most beau- 
tiful and otherwise interesting pictures 
ever spread out to the view of man. 

From almost every point of the hill where 
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stands the General Hospital, and the same 
is true to a considerable extent of the other 
locations, there looms up in close proximi- 
ty upon the south the bold and rocky front 
of Lookout Mountain, presenting to the 
immediate view below the palisades the 
slopes over which Hooker’s brave soldiers 
charged upon the enemy and drove them 
from their entrenchments. Immediately 
in the rear of the General Hospital, and 
distant but a few hundred yards, flows the 
Tennessee, and doubling back upon itself, 
at the north end of Lookout Mountain, 
and presenting, as in a picture, the whole 
scene of that wonderfully successful mid- 
night descent of the pontoon boats, with 
1,250 picked men, directly under the rebel 
batteries, to the place where the boats 
were anchored, and our hosts went over to 
battle and to victory. All along in front 
stretches the ever-to-be-remembered Mis- 
sion or Missionary Ridge, presenting to 
the looker-on the scene of that noble dar- 
- ing by which the rebels were finally driven 
from the strongholds of Chattanooga. The 
thoughts gliding at will over the ridge ina 
southeasterly direction from the hospital, 
dwell upon that plain of terrible interest to 
many a soldier, the field of Chickamauga. 

Immediately in front of the Hospital, 
and near the base of Mission Ridge, too 
remote to suggest by any object which can 
be seen, unpleasant or saddening associa- 
tions, and yet capable of being easily seen 
in its graceful outlines, and contemplated 
by those who may find a solemn pleasure 
in doing so, stands the National Cemetery, 
where thousands upon thousands are to lie 
in glorious dust. When ornamented by 
all that American genius or patriotism ean 
furnish, through all coming time 

» «The heavens their dews shall shed 
On the patriot martyr’s bed, 


And the rocks shall raise their head 
His deeds to tell.’’ 


The hospitals of Chattanooga are almost 
without exception under the control and 
direction of able surgeons, who have a 
true and hearty interest in the welfare 
of those who come under their charge. 
Especially is this the case with the General 
Hospital. No one can pass through its 
wards from day to day, beholding every- 
where order, cleanliness and quiet, and 


hearing from the lips of sick and wounded 
men lying there frequent and heartfelt 
expressions of gratitude for the kind atten- 
tion bestowed upon them, needs any other 
testimony to the skill and fidelity of the 
surgeon in charge, and of those whom he 
has associated with him, The supplies by 
the Government, supplemented daily in no 
small degree by the contributions of the 
Northern Aid Societies, are ample for all 
that medicine, food and clothing can do 
for the comfort and recovery of the sick 
and wounded soldier. The distribution of 
reading matter, both religious and secular, 
in the hospitals is quite liberal, but prob- 
ably might be largely increased with ad- 
vantage among the convalescents. . 
A better system, or rather some system of 
securing good nurses and cooks, and possi- 
bly some other attendants for the hospitals, 
other than that of depending upon detailed 
soldiers, seems to me to be the most impor- 
tant thing wanting to make the hospitals at 
this point as nearly perfect as they can be. 
In regard to these there exists in almost 
all cases one or the other of two unhappy | 
liabilities. Either the person detailed be- 
longs to the great class of shirks, and is 
therefore morally unfit for the position, or 
he may be ordered to duty in the field at a 


time when his services are most valuable 


and needed in hospital. It has seemed to. 
me worthy of consideration whether the 
expense of maintaining a small herd of 
cows, in connection with each hospital in 
a place like this; would not be abundantly 
and over and over again returned, in the 
healing and comfort which fresh milk 
would afford to the sick and wounded. 
There is, moreover, material enough daily 
wasted from hospitals—pieces of bread, 
vegetables, &c.—to furnish no inconsidera- 
ble portion of the keeping of cows. 

The hospitals are now receiving in quite 
large instalments dividends from the gar- 
dens. Fresh salad, peas, radishes, mus- 
tard and onions, are daily gathered and 
distributed among the hospitals, at present 
averaging about 400 bushels per day, much 
to the comfort and health of the men. In 
conclusion, I would say of my observation 
of the working of the Sanitary Commission 
at this point during the last four months, 
has been on the whole to my own mind 
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satisfactory and gratifying. I know that 
great pains and indefatigable labor are be- 
stowed by the agents here to secure to the 
fullest extent possible the proper care and 
distribution of the stores committed to 
their trust by the benevolent and patriotic 
friends of the soldier at home. 


Whatever may in truth be said of waste 
and loss and misconduct of incompetent — 


and dishonest men, occasionally in the em- 
ploy of the Commission, pertains alike, 
though in many cases to a far greater de- 
_ gree, to all the operations of business con- 

nected with the army. The waste and loss 
which occur are in a great measure abso- 
lutely unavoidable, and compared with the 
good accomplished, not as much as the 
light dust of the balance. 

Let carping pharisees cry, ‘‘ Why was 
all this waste made ?” Itis enough for the 
friends of the Commission to know that 
they have wrought a good work, and that 


wherever the gospel of benevolence, patriot- 
ism and humanity shall be spread through- 
out the whole world, this which they have 
done shall be spoken of as a memorial of 
them. 

VEGETABLES. 


Mr. Seymour says, June 14: 


Since my last report I have spent most 
of my time at the front, with the army ad- 
vancing on Atlanta, until I was compelled 
to abandon the field on account of a severe 
attack of dysentery, from which I am now 
recovering. Before I left Knoxville, and 
since, we issued vegetables quite liberally, 
not only to men in hospitals, but to those 
in the field. On the moving of the Army 
from the Department of the Ohio to the 
Cumberland, under Gen. Sherman, we had 
just received from you a liberal supply of 
potatoes and kraut, and I succeeded in 
issuing the latter to the men before the 
army left. I was requested by Gen. Scho- 
field not to issue the potatoes, as the men 
would be on the move the next day, and 
would not have means of transportation. 
Generals Cox and Judah were very anxious 
that their men should have them, as they 
were suffering for want of vegetable diet. 
They stated that at a certain day they 
should reach Charleston, about one hun- 
dred miles in advance, and hoped I should 
be able to reach them there with the pota- 
toes, when they would rest a day or two. 
At the proper time I succeeded in procur- 
ing from Gen. Schofield an order for cars 
to transport to Charleston one hundred 
barrels of potatoes. I dispatched Mr. 
Crary in charge of them; he succeeded in 
reaching Charleston just as the army ar- 
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rived, and, I assure you, he and the pota- 
toes met with a hearty reception. 

The troops remaining at Knoxville, Lon- 
don and Strawberry Plains, as also those in 
hospital, have been well supplied with 
vegetables, and the hospitals with fruit 
and other delicacies. 

The garden of from seventy-five to a 
hundred acres, is progressing finely under 
the supervision of Mr. Culbertson. TI left 
My. J. H. Milliken, a faithful and judicious 
man, assisted by two detailed men, in 
charge of the store at Knoxville. Mr. 
«Crary is, for the present, at the front, ren- 
dering good assistance in that great field of 
labor in the Georgia campaign. 

I proceeded to the front and remained 
with the army, rendering such assistance 
as was in my power, until after the battle 
of Resaca, when I was severely attacked 
with dysentery. After controlling the dis- 
ease for three days, I was reluctantly com- 
pelled to abandon the field. I returned to 
Nashville, when I was confined for more 
than a week to my room, receiving from 
the members of the Commission there the 
most cordial sympathy and attention. I 
am happy to state that my health is now 
rapidly improving. 

I have deemed it not within my province 
to enter into details of the working of the 
Commission at the front, it being in the 
department of Dr. Read, from whom you 
will undoubtedly have full particulars. 
Suffice it to say, that no intelligent and 
candid observer can say otherwise than 
that the Sanitary Commission has been to 
that army everything that a reasonable 
person could expect. There undoubtedly 
have been individual cases which the Com- 
mission has not reached. But that the 
ereat mass of our noble sick and wounded 
men have received bountifully of the muni- 
ficent gift of our generous people, no one 
can in justice deny. 


THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. Way writes from Vicksburg May 30: 

Since the Red River expedition return- 
ed we have issued vegetables to the whole 
command, at the rate of one barrel to sixty 
men,which took all we had on hand. Since 
then we have received 250 bbls. and 75 
sacks of potatoes, 50 bbls. of pickles, mostly 
pickled potatoes, and 25 kegs of assorted 
pickles. 

I have just received a request from Sur- 
geon Lace, Surgeon-in-Chief at Natchez, 
for Sanitary Stores. I immediately turned 
over to the Quartermaster ten sacks of po- 
tatoes, which held about a barrel each, and 
fifteen barrels of pickles, consigning them 
to the surgeon-in-chief. 

Yesterday’s mail brought me a notifica- 
tion from Mr. Shipman of the shipment of 
200 bbls. and 500 sacks of potatoes, 50 bbls. 


_and 20 kegs of pickles, 6 bbls. of eggs, 2 
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boxes of sheets, 2 boxes of butter, 7 boxes 
of dried fruit, 7 boxes of horseradish, and 
1 keg of butter. All will come in good 
time. 

I have issued freely of all the stores we 
had to the Red River expedition, as I 
_thought the men were very needy. I now 
have vegetables enough to make another 
issue to the troops here, and expect to do 
so, for they will keep but a short time, it 
is so very warm. We are having much 
warmer weather than at this time last year. 


Summary of Shipment of Supplies from Chicago made 
June 10, 1864, to Gen. Sherman’s Army. 


4,580 Ibs. bandages and com-|760 doz. eggs. 
presses. 1,587 lbs. butter. 
6 bed sacks. 5 galls. horse radish. 
12 body wrappers. 324 lbs. green tea. 
79 comforts. 40 lbs. dried beef. 
422 prs. drawers. 10,000 lbs. codfish. 
67 dressing gowns. 944 Ibs. crushed sugar, 
1155 handk’fs and towels. 1,507 lbs. best brown sugar. 
463 pads. 50 Ibs. cheese. 
239 pillows. 40 lbs. herbs. 
495 pillow cases. 80 Ibs. candles, 


233 sheets, 15 lbs. soap. 

1,009 shirts. 24 bots. spirits camphor. 
62 pairs slippers. 181 ‘“* domestic wine. 
LSU ate eSOcks, 24 * bayrum. 

1 package pin cushions. 120 ‘* raspberry vinegar. 
1,043 lbs. barley. 20 bbls. ale. 


45 Ibs. corn meal. 50 half bbls. ale. 

473 lbs. corn starch. 324 bots. whiskey. 

550 Ibs. farina. 124 ** catawba. 
2,000 lbs. corn grits. 2 washing machines. 
2.385 lbs. dried fruit, asstd. |2 wringers. 

735 Ibs. dried peaches. 21 doz. tea spoons. 
3,188 Ibs. dried apples. 2 cork screws. 

1,793 Ibs. dried blackberries. |5 reams letter paper. 
1,028 lbs. prunes. 5,000 envelopes. 

100 Ibs. tamarinds. 6 gross pens. 

5 gallons plum butter. 1 gross pen holders. 
180 cans canned fruit. 12 doz. fine combs. 

10 boxes lemons. 36 doz. coarse combs. 
120 lbs. cider jelly. 6 doz. bottles ink. 
3,754 lbs. Boston crackers. {1 doz. Lanterns. 
17,666 lbs. soda ss 1 doz. candlesticks. 
1,731 bushels potatoes. 500 3 cent postage stamps. 
1,175 galls. pickles. 120 cans cove oysters. 





RELIEF WORK AT PORT ROYAL. 
Port Roya, VA., May 28, 1864. 
Mr. Anderson reports: 


I hardly know when I wrote to you last, 
what I said, what I did’nt say, or what re- 
mains to be said; things have been in such 
a brilliantly unsettled condition, expecta- 
tions of sudden movements have been so 
strong, and uncertainties have been so 
abounding, that we have had a grand com- 
bination of the perplexities of establishing 
a base, those of breaking up a base, and 
those of doubt as to whether we should do 
either. You can fancy how much time one 
would have to write, and, not having writ- 
ten, how difficult it is to recall and system- 
atise the varied events and doubts of each 
day. Bloor and Dr. Harris would have 
posted you, up to their departure. Dr. 
Harris arrived from Fredericksburg, Tues- 
day noon, as did Capt. Evans, in charge of 
Mr. Fay’s Corps. | They were a godsend, 
as the men whom I had organized under 
Mr. Thompson, were worn down by twenty- 
four hours steady labor, in feeding the 


wounded. Mr. Thompson’s men were im- 
mediately relieved; and since then regular 
watches have been kept. 

About 4 P. M., the Kent returned with 
Dr. Douglas, Mr. Fay, and all the Freder- 
icksburg party, except Harris’s train. : 

We had long and free interchanges of 
news and plans; and, as I could not well 
change your instructions, I retained the 
nominal charge of this as the water-base, 
but you must distinctly understand that 
whatever of success may attend our move- 
ments and operations is to be, in the far 
larger degree, ascribed to the experience, 
skill and maturity of Dr. D—— and Mr. F. 
All the feeding department was assigned 
unreservedly to Mr. Fay, and Mr. Thomp- 
son was instructed to report to him. Dr. 
Douglas, with his thorough willingness, 
does everything in and out of his general 
line that he can best do; and we hold council 
of war unceasingly. All day Friday we fed 
and issued supplies to the wounded with- 
out stint. All the departments have treat- 
ed us with a cordiality—and more than 
cordiality—a willing confidence and cheer, | 
that makes one quite buoyant in approach- 
ing them, and working with them. Dr. 
Cuyler, Dr. Phillips, the representative of 
Dr. McParlan, at this post, and Dr. McKay, 
have been especially obliging; and Dr. 
Cuyler on finding us so diligently at work, 
said to me to draw on him for any and. 
everything. He lent us stoves, cauldrons, 
&e., furnished beef stock, coffee and. 
milk, and facilitated our operations in all 
proper ways, giving us information of the 
arrival of trains, &c., freely and prompuly. 

* * % : 

The journals have been kept up, and 
when there is time we will return to you 
full account of the feeding and burial de- 
partments—and indeed of all. I have no 
idea how many meals were given; but every’ 
wounded man, officers of trains, teamsters, 
in fact the army generally patronized us. 
The Commissary’s small issuing boat, was 
not issuing for the first day or two, and in © 
addition to supplying some of the quarter- 
master’s and other messes, we had literally 
to take care of hundreds. They were 
brethen of our common cause in distress, 
and I treated them accordingly, as far as 
our supplies would permit. On the even- 
ing of Friday, the tug Curtin arrived with 
the Kennedy, and shortly after the Hobo- 
ken loomed up through the air, All appre- 
hension of running short was removed— 
and except fears for Harris’s safety, were in 
good position, and the same evening 
brought Mr. Briggs, and Dr. McMartee, of 
California—the former of whom I knew 
well in that State. 

* * * % 

I also took them up to the feeding station 
where six 60-gallon cauldrons, one stove and 
one large fireplace were turning out soup, 
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coffee, tea, farina, pork, &c.; some of the 
cauldrons had been filled four times that 
forenoon. Three times would, perhaps, be 
an average—giving 1,080 gallons of edibles. 
A train having arrived—at Dr. Douglas’s 
request, I got it a good camp ground, and 
then a large party of us fed the wounded— 
our Californians seeing and doing regular 
work. It was 3 A. M. before we got done. 

Saturday was spent in getting everything 
ready for the movement. Mr. Fay took 
charge of his establishment, also of deter- 
mining whom we should take and who not. 

* * * * 


We are anchored at the mouth, and hope 
to start for Yorktown at 1A. M. Ought to 
reach White House or the new base by 4 
P. M., Monday. You can rely upon our 
being in among the first. Did I tell you 
that Harris arrived last night with all his 
train safe and sound. He was very tired, 
and had had a hard time. He rests to-day, 
and leaves to-morrow with the trains for 
White House, under escort of 2,000 or 3,000 
strong. 

. * % % * 

He has just brought in twenty-eight 
wagons loaded with stores, worth many 
thousands of dollars, and that, too, from a 
difficult region. Those that know his pre- 
vious history, very well know that not 
once nor twice, but many times, he has 
risen superior to the emergency, and got- 
ten supplies through, under great hazard. 





THE ARMY SURGEONS. 


The strong testimony borne to the char- 
acter and qualifications of the Army Sur- 
geons, by Mr. Bloor, in the admirable 
letters which we publish on another page, 
reminds us how strong and widely diffused 
is the prejudice against them. We have 
left nothing in our power undone to refute 
it, by the diffusion of the strong testimony 
on the other side which daily reaches us 
from our agents. And, in view of the tre- 
mendous responsibilities which are at this 
moment pressing upon the Army Surgeons, 
we think it may not be amiss to take -this 
opportunity of republishing what one of 
their number, Surgeon Beach, of the 40th 
Regiment Ohio Volunteers, said on their 
behalf, before the Medical Society of Gen- 
eral Granger’s Army, nearly a year ago. 


The character of army surgeons has been 
so misrepresented, and so misunderstood 
by the public, away from the scene of their 
labors, that a word from one of their num- 
ber may be considered an apology for their 
shortcomings; but, notwithstanding this, I 
propose briefly to sketch their character as 
it is understood, and as i is. 


No reader of the Northern daily papers 
during the last year can be ignorant of the 
opinion generally entertained of army sur- 
geons, and of the management of the med- 
ical department of the army. Inefficiency, 
gross carelessness, heartlessness and dissi- 
pation are intimately associated in the 
minds of the Northern public with the 
medical officers of the army. Doubtless 
each surgeon has a circle of friends who 
exonerate him from these charges; but, as 
a body, this is the character attached to us 
by our Northern friends. 


It may not be uninteresting to inquire, 
for a moment, what causes have led to this 
state of public opinion. First among the 
causes we will place the fact that in our 
vast armies large numbers die from dis- 
ease. The public knows that four thou- 
sand of our soldiers are buried at Nash- 
ville; that ten thousand have found a final 
resting-place on the banks of the Missis- 
sippi; that twenty thousand more have 
sickened and died in our armies in Virginia; 
and at every place occupied by our troops 
the green hillock and narrow board alone 
tell of some friend who went out from the 
home circle but recently. Without know- 
ing, or without stopping to consider, if the 
ratio of deaths be less or greater in our ar- 
mies than in others, this large mortality is 
associated in the minds of the public with 
want of capacity, or want of attention on 
the part of surgeons. 


Another fact is, individual cases in which 
there has been apparent neglect, and which 
from want of proper explanation are given 
as positive evidence of the heartlessness of 
our profession. As an example, an inti- 
mate friend of mine was wounded at Rich- 
mond, Ky., and died in hospital at’ Dan- 
ville. ‘‘He died alone at night.” I knew 
nothing of the circumstances attending his 
death, only that somebody wrote to his 
wife that the nurses found him dead in his 
bed, and nothing can ever eradicate from 
her mind the belief that he was totally 
neglected, and that the surgeons and hos- 
pital attendants were brutes. A case came 
under my own observation a few weeks 
since which, if reported without explana- 
tion, would cause the same feelings in the 
minds of friends as did the case above 
mentioned. Stopping temporarily at a 
large hospital in Kentucky, the surgeon 
invited me, late at night, to see two cases 
with him, both of whom were in a critical 
condition. We entered the ward, and 
stopped at the bed-side of patient No. 1. 
An examination and the opening of a large 
abscess probably occupied five minutes, 
and during those five minutes the only two 
nurses on duty at that time were required 
in attendance on the surgeon. Immedi- 
ately after the operation, while the surgeon 
was absent from the room cleansing his 
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hands, I walked leisurely around the.room, 
and stopped at the bed-side of patient No. 
2. The man was dead. He had died 
‘‘alone and at night.” 

In addition to these and similar cases, 
distorted facts, are the monstrous fabrica- 
tions of the newspaper correspondents, 
which, more than all other causes combin- 
ed, contribute to the character we sustain 
at home. It is but charitable to suppose 
that these gentlemen have some founda- 
tion in fact for their statements. It is 
scarcely credible that they would deliber- 
ately manufacture sensational letters of 
this kind, unless they had a grain of truth 
to fall back upon. We take it for granted, 
then, that they do not willfully trifle with 
a subject so intimately mixed with all the 
finer feelings of our nature, but that they 
take one case as a type of the whole. 
Adopt this rule, and how easily may injus- 
tice be done to our profession. 

I remember distinctly the impression 
made in a community where I resided, a 
year since, by the statement of a Cairo let- 
ter-writer. ‘The letter was a scathing arti- 
cle on the surgeons and the bad manage- 
ment of the hospitals at some point in the 
West; and among other statements that 
left the reader to dream of untold horrors, 
was one that a ‘‘patient in the last agony 
called the surgeon to him, raised himself 
in bed, struck the surgeon with all his 
force, and with a smile of content upon his 
face sank back and died.” This was given 
as evidence of the feeling engendered by 
the brutality of surgeons. Now, suppos- 
ing this incident really occurred, which is 
not at all probable, is it just that the act 
of a delirious man should be cited as an 
index of the feelings generally entertained 
by the patients in our hospitals toward 
their surgeons ? . 

Another cause of this misunderstanding 
of our true character is found in the letters 
home of a certain class of patients, both in 
hospitals and out. They are chronic grum- 
blers; disappointed applicants for a dis- 
charge or furlough; men who see only the 
surgeon between them and the accomplish- 
ment of their ends. I have very frequently 
been approached by this class of soldiers, 
and been told that their ‘‘ doctors” paid 
no attention to the sick men; that ‘‘ they 
would see a sick man die rather than to 
discharge him, or let him go home on a 
sick furlough.” How much weight should 
be given such testimony ? 

And again: People of the North think 
they have the evidence of their own senses, 
and that they cannot be mistaken in the 
fact that army surgeons are careless, indif- 
ferent and heartless. A great many visit 
our large general hospitals, and of course 
find their sick friends very differently 
situated from what they would be at home. 
They find them in large wards, containing 
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perhaps one hundred patients. Of this 
number, some are reading, some writing, 
others engaged in cheerful conversation; 
while, perhaps, the friend so anxiously 
sought for is dying. The whole scene is so 
different from anything they ever associated — 
with the sick chamber, that they go away 
with painful impressions. Such, doubt- 
less, would be the feelings of many upon 
visiting our elegant hospitals in Nashville; 
and how much more would their sensibili- 
ties be shocked could they visit some regi- 
mental hospitals, far away from sanitary 
supplies, and where the hospital supplies 
of bedding, etc., were insufficient for the 
proper accommodation of the sick. They 
would find them in rude bunks filled with 
straw, their bedding, their blankets, and 
with their knapsacks for their pillows. 
‘They would forget that the sick had the 
benefit of pure air, attentive nurses, and 
the best food that could be procured for 
them; they would forget that the sick them- 
selves were contented; and would go away 
with the impression that this was horrible | 
treatment of sick men, and that the surgeon 
in some way was responsible for it. 

Such, gentlemen, I imagine, are some of 
the causes giving rise to the not very envi- 
able reputation we sustain at home. | 

Before defining what I take to be the 
real character of army surgeons, we will 
inquire what character they might, a priors, 
be expected to sustain. In Ohio, and I 
believe in nearly all of the States, no phy- 
siclan can receive a commission as surgeon 
until he has passed a satisfactory examina- 
tion by a competent board. To be admitted 
to this examination, the applicant must not 
only have graduated in medicine, but he 
must bring certificates that -he has sus- 
tained himself creditably for a certain num- 
ber of years as a practitioner, and that he 
is of good moral character. These condi- 
tions, if observed—and I believe they are, 
as a rule—offer almost perfect security to 
the public that no considerable number of 
army surgeons enter the service inefficient 
or dissipated. Ought we not to expect 
from a body of men who enter the army 
only on the presumption that they are of 
liberal education, skill in their profession, 
and of good moral standing in the commu- 
nities in which’ they have lived, using in- 
dustry and a conscientious attention to the 

‘responsible duties assigned them? Most 
assuredly: and such, I am convinced, is the 
character we sustain with those acquainted 
with all the facts connected with our posi- 
tion in the army. 

My own term of service in the army ex- 
tends through the past year. During that 
time I have been associated with the medi- 
cal officers of the troops in Eastern Ken- 
tucky, those collected at Gallipolis, Ohio, 
last September, and more recently in Ten- 
nessee. And among them all I have met 
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with but one drunken surgeon, and but few — 


who were not making use of all the means 
in their power to prevent disease and re- 
store health. I have visited many hospi- 
tals where there was a lack of many things 
for the comfort of the sick, but none where 
the surgeons were careless or unkind. 

I confess, gentlemen, that when ordered 
to this department I expected to find disor- 
der and confusion—not from want of ca- 
pacity or honesty on the part of surgeons, 
but as a necessary feature of a large army. 
I expected to find some grounds for the 
clamor against army surgeons in the want 
of accommodations for the large number of 
sick in the Army of the Cumberland. But 

in this Iwas disappointed. Instead of find- 
ing crowded and poorly furnished hospi- 
tals in Nashville, I found them arranged 
on the most magnificent scale, fitted up 
with every comfort, and in a style that is 
thought luxurious by soldiers accustomed 
to camp life. During a stay of some days 
in Nashville I visited many of the hospitals, 
and for my own satisfaction inquired of the 
many acquaintances I found there among 
the patients how they were treated; 
and the answer invariably was, ‘‘ We are 
treated well; surgeons and nurses are very 
attentive.” 

Another grave charge against the surgeon 
is, the using for his own comfort and to 
gratify his own appetite the delicacies, etc., 
furnished by friends at home to the sick 
soldier! This charge is as void of founda- 

tion in fact as the charge of drunkenness 
and brutality, and arises from a want of 
correct knowledge of the manner such 
things are distributed to the sick. Through 
the agency of the Sanitary Commission 
these things are distributed to the various 
general and regimental hospitals, where 
they are served out to the men as the judg- 
ment of the surgeon would direct; the men 
consume them without knowing where 
they come from. In after correspondence 
with their friends the soldier isasked, ‘‘ Did 
you get the box of” something? The an- 
swer is ‘‘ No’’—when the fact is, he had 
consumed it, if it was of suitable nature for 
him in his condition: and if not, he had 
used of some other soldiers’ delicacies, 
while they had used his. All the potatoes, 
onions, dried applies, etc., used in this 
great army at this time, are not from the 
quartermaster, but from the Sanitary Com- 
mission, which is to the sick soldier as the 
good Samaritan to ‘‘ him who fell among 
thieves.” 

The duties of the army surgeon are so 
many and various that it is impossible to 
more than mention them here. The sur- 
geon who only attends to the sick and 
wounded of his command, and thinks he 
has done his whole duty, has a very imper- 
fect knowledge of his obligations. 

The first and most important duty of the 


surgeon is, to prevent disease; curing it is 
a secondary matter. The surgeon who pre- 
vents disease by a careful study of the 
causes operating to produce it, and who 
takes steps to remove these influences, is 
much more deserving of credit than he who 
thinks only of curing. In the discharge of 
this duty it often becomes necessary to 
change the locality of the camp, to make 
changes in the cooking and habits of the 
men, to enforce what seems to them a rigid 
system of cleanliness of their persons, the 
tents and entire camp—and in doing these 
things we are frequently brought into un- 
pleasant collision with our officers. It is 
not every military commander that under- 
stands the laws of hygiene, or who has the 
leisure or inclination to study them very 
carefully; and the number is equally small 
who do not regard those surgeons who are 
always making changes and suggestions 
troublesome at least. Doubtless every sur- 
geon present has at some time in his expe- 
rience met with opposition from his com- 
manding officer, or at least had his sug- 
gestions treated with an indifference almost 
insulting ¢o himself. I acknowledge that 
I do not know exactly where our authority 
stops, or rather begins, in this matter; but 
I think I know what our duty is—and that 
is, never to yield a point that involves the 
health of the men under our charge. 

One word as to our duty to the men 
themselves, and I am done. There is much 
in our daily routine of duties, and in our 
relative position to the men, calculated to 
make us abrupt in our treatment of them, 
unless we guard against it. We should 
treat a sick soldier with the same courtesy, 
and give the same attention to his com- 
plaints, that we would to a sick citizen. In 
the daily examination of three or four score 
of men we meet with a few hombugs—men 
who are trying to avoid duty by getting on 
the sick list. These old soldiers may be dis- 
missed ina manner the circumstances may 
seem to require. But the soldier who issick, 
or who thinks he is, is deserving of a care- 
ful examination that will allow us to pre- 
scribe understandingly, and not that hasty 
disposal of the case that I know I am some- 
times guilty of myself, and which must be 
bitterly felt by a patient whose feelings are 
at all sensitive. 





HOSPITAL CLOTHING. 


Correction.—-In the pattern for Flannel Shirt in 
No. 13 of the Buuuerin, the slope for the neck 
in ‘‘ Half of Back” should be one inch instead 
of three inches, as given. 

The drawing of the diagram for ‘ Half of 
Sleeve’ is erroneous as regards the slope at the 
top of sleeve. The dimensions as given, are, 
however, correct. Also, this sleeve should be 
faced at the wrist with flannel instead of silesia. 
In cutting sleeves, put the wrist of one against 
the wrist of another, and the long triangular 
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piece of flannel left at the side will cut a collar. 
Wrist facings, by joining in the middle, can be 
cut off the pieces cut out of the front of the shirt 
in arm size. 





SCENES IN FREDERICKSBURG. 
Fripay, May 20, 1864. 

Dear Mrs. You have, I suppose, by 
this time, received the duplicate of a letter 
I wrote some days ago to one of the Com- 
mission’s supply correspondents, giving 
an account of a trip I had just made to 
Belle Plain, with reference to the relief 
work of the Commission in the field. 

I left Washington again on Tuesday 
morning, and getting to Belle Plain in 
company with Mrs. Gibbons, (of army hos- 
pital fame,) and of Rey. Mr. Channing, of 
Washington, and others; and there, in 
their company, feeding and ministering 
to, the ghastly crowds that were lifted out 
of the constantly-arriving ambulance trains 
into the boats assigned to convey them to 
the hospitals in Washington, I passed to 
the hospital tents ‘‘on the hill’—a little 
way from the dock—two long parallel rows 
of them, commencing on the side with the 
kitchen and feeding lodge of the Commis- 
sion, whence they were without trouble 
constantly suppled with hot coffee and 
beef tea, iced water and lemonade, milk 
punch, wines and stimulants, farina, and 
whatever else in the way of prepared sus- 
tenance was needed. Bedding, clothing, 
sponges, towelling, bandages, lint, uten- 
sils of all kinds and whatever else is re- 
quired in a sick tent, were bountifully dis- 
pensed by Mr. Knapp—of long experi- 
ence in the Peninsular campaign and 
elsewhere in similar work—and his assist- 
ants, from the store barge, a few yards off, 
alongside the dock—which barge is con- 
tinually replenished by steamers from 
Washington to the amount of some fifty tons 
a day. The steamer on which our people 
principally relied during the Peninsular 
campaign, (the Elizabeth,) has become a 
household word among sanitarians, and I 
may therefore mention that, (true to all 
the experience of the Commission, ) whether 
as regards the intelligent collectors and for- 
warders, or the inanimate vehicles of sup- 
plies, that the feminine element is their 
main support ? The name of our new boat 
is the Mary 8S. Rapley. 





It was an hour or two after midnight be- 
fore I had gone the rounds of the hospitals, 
and then I had the satisfaction of seeing 
most of the inmates comfortably sleeping— 
after the refreshment of having their hunger — 
and their thirst assuaged, their wounds 
dressed,and above all, perhaps, the cessation 
from their horrible journey over the rutty 
hills, and interlying quagmires between the 
battle-fields and their present place of rest. 
By six o’clock the next morning, (after a 
night mainly occupied, so far as I was con- 
cerned, in strenuous efforts to go to sleep 
in the midst of the hubbub, and in involun- 
tary listening to the extraordinary remarks 
of the contrabands, who kept up a constant 
stream of boxes, barrels, conversation and 
guffaws past the place where I lay on deck,) 
we began the journey to Fredericksburg our- 
selves in empty returning ambulances, and 
as the hours and our bruises increased we — 
had an opportunity of testing the probable 
feelings of wounded men undergoing such 
an ordeal. But the fault is in the roads, 
not the vehicles. I think the four-wheeled 
ambulances as good a compromise as pos- 
sible between the conditions desirable for 
wounded men, and the impossibility of 
using lighter-springed wagons over army 
roads. 

Arriving at Fredericksburg in the middle 
of the day, we found it one vast hospital. 
Its principal street is some mile or more in 
length, with several parallel and a number 
of cross streets, and nine out of ten of the 
houses and shops, and all the churches and 
public buildings that are not demolished by 
shell or riddled by bullets, are filled with 
wounded men. Even the store occupied 
by the ‘‘ Embalmers of the dead,” has many 
living subjects among the dead ones; 
though accustomed as they are to death on 
every side, the patients do not consider the 
proximity in such an unfavorable light as 
civilians would. A few doors from the 
house in which Washington’s early days 
were passed, (and the garden of which was, 
I presume, the scene of the cutting of the 
fruit-tree by his juvenile hatchet,) Dr. 
Douglas, Chief of Inspection of the Com- 
mission, and the volunteer ladies and gen- 
tlemen who so zealously assist in the good 
work, have their quarters, and thither on 
the day I was there, a number of patients, 
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requiring the constant supervision of some 
of them had been removed. ‘Through the 
open windows of the rear rooms float the 
odors of the flowers of early summer to the 
patients within, and those whose cool pal- 
lets are in the wide hall, with its old-fashion- 


ed panelling of wood meeting the wooden-. 


black cornice of the ceiling, look out through 
the open back-door upon a wilderness of 
roses—a large basket full of which has just 
been distributed tc the poor fellows 
throughout the town—most of them grasp- 
ing at them more eagerly than at the milk- 
punch—by one of the kind hearted gentle- 
men of our party. If their time were not 
so much more valuable by the side of the 
impromptu cooking affairs and couches 
they have evoked from chaos, the roses 
should of course have been presented. by 
the ladics—but at all events, they came 
originally from a iady: not one of ‘‘ our” 
women, but the owner of the house—a 
widowed gentleweman, who sighs that such 
evil days should have fallen on the close 
of her eighty years’ pilgrimage—and, like 
Washington’s mother, thinks that it may, 
perhaps, be a good thing to be a great gen- 
eral, but that for her part she thinks that 
Lee and Grant had both much better be at 
home attending to their farms than engaged 
in such dreadful doings. The North and 
South have lived in peace all these years, 
and why can’t they continue to do so? 
What dreadful things she could tell me of 
the division of families caused by this 
wicked war. So and So has two sons in 
the Confederate army and two in the Fed- 
eral. Such a happy family they were once, 
and now trying to take each other’s life; 
and for her part she had been stripped of 
almost every thing. The houses and stores 
in the town from which she derived her in- 
come, have been destroyed, or are appro- 
priated to their own uses, without payment, 
now by one army and now by the other. I 
heard similar talk in Culpepper while our 
army held it, and one hears it every where 
throughout the border States; and it is 
only here that the full horrors of this cruel 
war can be appreciated. It is impossible— 
as I think it would be unnatural—for the 
majority of the old people either North or 
South, to take the partizan view which is 
necessarily, for the purposes of Providence, 


taken by the young and middle-aged in the 
two contending sections. 

Round the corner from the poor old la- 
dy’s house is the store-house of the Com- 
mission, besieged every day on the arrival 
of our wagon loads of supplies—generally 
some twenty—from the ‘base, with such 
crowds as compel an officer of the Commis- 
sion to enter by the back way, if he wants 
to get in without waiting for an hour or 
two. Next door to this is a large store 
used as a hospital by one of our volunteer 
ladies; and at the back of both, conven- 
iently accessible to both supplies and pa- 
tients, is the tent she uses as a cook-house. 
A door or two off is a shop used as an office 
by the Relief Force, of which there are at 
present distributed throughout the army 
of the Potomac some two hundred mem- 
bers, under the superintendence of Mr. Fay, 
of Massachusetts, a volunteer throughout 
the war in such work. Several other la- 
dies and a number of physicians from civil 
life have charge of hospitals in different | 
parts of the town under the auspices of the 
Commission; and the Relief Agents zeal- 
ously assist them in their labors, which are 
herculean, as each fresh train of ambulan- 
ces arrives from the field, and in those hos- 
pitals where the Government supply of sur- 
geons is generally equal to the demand on 
their skill, they still continue such minis- 
trations as may be carried on without med- 
ical co-operation, and these are many. 

We are in one of the church hospitals, 
we will suppose. 'The pews are set two to- 
gether, and the backs taken off when ne- 
cessary, to form couches for the patients. 
The vestry is turned into an operating 
room. In one corner of the church is a 
good woman who has not quitted the half- 
delirious patient whose brow she is bath- 
ing with bay water for one hour in the last 
twenty. The altar is put to one side, and 
in its place two pews cradle a young boy 
who does not seem to be over fifteen years 
old. He was brought in it was supposed 
in a dying condition; but the good Samar- 
itan who is just directing to the far West a 
letter he has written to the boy’s mother 
at his dictation, has, with his good things: 
and better words, brought such a light into 
the boy’s eyes that he expresses the utmost 
confidence that he will be able to write to 
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his mother himself the next day, and tell 
her that he is safe from the effects of this 
wound, and ask her to pray that he may 
be spared in future battles, and rejoin her 
and his sisters and brothers in their happy 
Wisconsin home ‘when his time is out.” 
Further down the town and not far from 
the unfinished tomb of Washington’s 
mother, standing ostensibly as a monument 
to her worth, but practically as a monu- 
ment to the genius of the universal Yankee 
nation for chipping and whittling, is a large 
old-fashioned mansion, rich in pannelled 
wainscoating, carved wooden chimneys, 
plaster arabesque ceilings and tablets, and 
landscaped wall paper; and in one of its 
rooms lies a gray-haired man, looking 
dreamily out through the open window by 
which his pallet is set, on a beautiful lawn 
thickly shaded with fine old trees, which 
slope down to the swampy meadow and 
heights beyond, which drank up so much 
precious blood in the terrible charge of De- 
cember, 1862. Perhaps the fair scene be- 
fore him is like that on which he has so 
often looked from the porch of his quiet 
house in his far off little Vermont farm. 
But he will never look on it again —at least, 
with his earthly eyes. He will never again 
look at the rising of the sun, which is now 
with its setting beams gilding the tree-tops 
and falling through them, checkered with 
waving shadows on the lawn beneath. The 
wound from which most of his life blood 
has flowed, has left him white and weak, 
but it does not pain him: so he looks qui- 
etly round, thanking one for having writ- 
ten his last letter to his ‘‘ folks; another 
for shading his eyes from the sun with the 
fan which, until complaining of the cold 
creeping over him has been used to cool 
him; and another for offering the further 
assistance which he does not need. He is 
only a sergeant, but ‘‘ had as lief be a pri- 
vate in such a cause.” He was a deacon in 
his town, and ‘‘done the biggest part in 
getting up a company” from it, the cap- 
taincy of which was offered him; but he 
thought he hadn’t ‘‘ edication ”’ enough to 
do the ‘‘ writin’ part of the business,” and 
declined. But, thank God, he had ‘‘ edi- 
cated’ his sons, and one of them who had 


entered the company with himself had been 


promoted, grade after grade, from the cor- 


poralship to the captaincy. His wife had 
dissuaded him from ‘‘jining” the army at 
that time—but after the Peninsular cam- 
paign, ‘‘he couldn’t stand it no longer— 
had helped to get up another regiment in — 
his township, and now here he was. Well, 
he was satisfied he was in the Lord’s hands, 
and he would die in the faith that the Lord 
would stand by the Union and the stars and 
stripes to the end. He hadn’t a speck of 
doubt about it.” He'd like to know if his 
son, the Captain, whose regiment had been 
in the fight with his own, was still alive, 
but he couldn’t find out; and he would give 
all he was worth to see his wife and daugh- 
ter once more; but he had always told them 
to prepare for this, and hoped the Lord 
would give them strength to bear the news. 

I had intended to tell you of many other 
incidents which would interest you, but 
time fails. A mail carrier is about to take 
his chance of rebel scouts and guerrillas,and 
this will go with him. If you get it, I will 
ask you to return me a copy when I let you 
know that I have got back to Washington. 

I left Fredericksburg yesterday morning 
by daybreak, and am now seated a few rods 
from the head-quarters of Grant and 
Meade, in front of the tent of a hospitable 
young officer from your city. At this time 
yesterday, the woods around reverberated © 
with the cannonading and musketry of the 
fight on the right of our line, between 
Gen. Tyler’s Division and the enemy, and 
to-day, the surgeons haye been busy with 
several hundred wounded men. Another 
letter, either to yourself, or in copy, when 
I get back to Washington, will tell you 
something more of what I have seen. 


In BIvovuac, NEAR THE NORTH ANNA RIVER, VA., 
May 24, 1864. 


My last letter gave an account of the way 
in which I ‘‘ assisted,” as the French would 
say, at the fight between the forces of Gen. 
Warren, of the 5th corps, with the help of 
part of the 6th, and the rebel Gen. Hill, 
on the evening of yesterday, the 23d inst, 
After our day-break breakfast the next 
morning I made my way to the hospitals, 
which had been established while the en- 
gagement was going on in an open grassy 
space, interspersed with bushes and young 
trees, and skirting the road which crossed 
the North Anna River about a mile and a 
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quarter (I should think) ahead. They con- 
sisted of a number of good-sized tents, 
spread with pine boughs, and scattered 
about the grounds were the operating ta- 
bles, portable dispensaries, &c. I met a 
number of the wounded men I had helped 
along the night before, and was glad to 
hear many of them express their apprecia- 
tion of the kindness and care with which 
they had been attended to by the surgeons. 
These latter had been up all night, but 
there was as yet no relaxation to their la- 


bors, for the ambulances were still coming 


‘ 


- previous good impressions. 


in with the wounded. I do not know that 
I shall have a better opportunity than the 
present, and I desire therefore to record 
here my conviction, in opposition I think 
to the general impression in the commu- 
nity, and particularly to the female portion 
of it, that there is nowhere to be found a 
body of men, who, as‘a class, are more un- 
tiring, devoted and self-sacrificing in the 
discharge of duties—the most responsible, 
exacting and exhausting—than army sur- 
geons. There are exceptions, too many of 
which I have encountered in an official in- 
tercourse with them of three years stand- 
ing; but during that time my estimate of 
them as a body has steadily increased, and 
this my last experience with them in the 
field has confirmed and heightened all my > 
I take pleas- 
ure as a non-medical man, in expressing 
emphatically my opinion as to the high , 
standard of mental and moral qualities 
they apply to their professional duties— 
(without being competent to judge of their 
professional qualities pure and simple)— 
the more so because my official correspon- 
dence has shown me how much they have 
been suspected and undervalued by the 
home-staying community—while in gene- 
Yal culture they compare most favorably 
with any class of officers in the army. 
Thanks to the untiring zeal of the sur- 
geons and their assistants, and to their be- 
ing well stocked in the field with Govern- 
mental medical supplies, those of the pa- 
tients who had been already operated upon 
were lying on the fresh, soft fragrant pine 
boughs, with which the tents were thickly 
strewn, in a condition of tolerable comfort 
—those at least whose wounds admit of 
any comfort, and fortunately, where well, 
Vou. IL.—No. 17. 34 


cared for, these are the majority. Well 
washed, and dressed in clean shirt and 
drawers—every one marked with the ‘‘U. 
S. Sanitary Commission” stamps, for the 
lack of these was one of the gaps we had 
bridged over—and many of them enjoying 
their pipes or cigars, and chatting over 
the:r experience in the ‘“‘imminent deadly 
breach” of the evening before—the scene 
of the whole, however terrible, was not al- 
together unrelieved in parts. It is amus- 
ing to see the affection they bear for their 
pipes. One manTI saw seriously wounded 
in most of his limbs, lifted out of one of 
the ambulances that had just arrived. His 
first thought was for his pipe, but he had 
no hand in which to carry it, so he desired 
it to be put in his mouth, and carrying it 
between his lips was himself borne to the 
operating table. 

One young lad I found reading a hymn 
book;which he said had probably saved his 
life the night before. It was in his waist- 
coat pocket during the engagement, and a 
minié ball, which would otherwise have 
gone into his breast, had glanced against 
its cover and fallen to the bottom of his 
pocket. He showed me the ball with much 
satisfaction, and told me he hoped he 
should live to get back to Wisconsin and 
show it to his mother, who had given him 
the hymn book. He had, however, a few 
minutes before been shot in the leg. A. 
man lying with one of his arms off next the 
narrator, was very anxious that I should 
provide him also with a hymn book, but 
whether he was influenced most by pity or 
by prudence, I shall not pretend to say. 
There was one young fellow from your sec- 
tion of country—though I cannot recall 
the name of the town or village he men- 
tioned—he was severely but not painfully 
wounded, who seeing some clean linen rag 
which one of the doctors had left on the 
ground a little distance off, asked me to 
tear him off a piece that would serve him. 
as a pocket handkerchief. Thinking the 
surgeon might have set apart the linen for 
some special purpose, and preferring in. 
any case to give him a bona fide handker- 
chief, if I had one left, I felt in my pocket. 
and there at its bottom was the last of my 
small store. It was rather a nice affair, 
the cambric not of the finest, but with. 
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quite a stylish border round its edge, and 
he pronounced it ‘‘ bully” as I handed it 
to him. The outside fold had, as usual, 
the Commission’s stamp, but it soon ap- 
peared that there was still another mark 
on it, for he had scarcely unfolded it, and 
held it out for an admiring inspection, be- 
fore he uttered quite a shriek of delight, 
and asked me if I knew his folks at home, 
and if they had given me the handkerchief 
to hand to him. It appeared that besides 
our mark, there was worked in thread 
the name of a relief society in his native 
place, and he gave sundry reasons for his 
positive assertion that the marking must 
have been done by none other than his lit- 
tle sister Lizzie. Without perhaps fully 
appreciating his arguments, I saw no good 
reason for disturbing his impression, and 
left him quite happy in its indulgence. 
Passing from one tent to another, I found 
a Chaplain standing by two stretchers, the 
occupant of each lying, with stiff out- 
stretched limbs, and the quiet upturned 
face covered with the blanket, which was 
now -to serve as a winding sheet. Another 
Chaplain appeared in a moment, with two 
men bearing another stretcher, the corpse 
covered with the old grey overcoat which 


had shielded him from so many storms, . 


and served him so often for blanket or pil- 
low. The bearers pick up the stretcher, 
and they, the two Chaplains, and myself, 
are all that follow the warriors to their 
grave. <A few paces off, in a little space 
between two clumps of bushes and sap- 
lings, the wide grave is being dug—there 
is but one for the three comrades in battle 
and death--by the three men, who take 
their turn in digging and resting beneath 
the burning rays of the unclouded over- 
powering sun. It is evidently a matter of 
pride and conscience with them to dig 
deep and make, as one terms it, ‘‘a hand- 
some grave.” Their oaths and rough talk 
are silenced. The youngest of them, rather 
a smart young sergeant, is obviously bent 
on making a good impression on the chap- 
lains, and talks somewhat Jearnedly and 
sentimentally on the way in which they 
must have received their wounds, and on 
our all having to come to this, on the field 
or in our beds, he does not see that it 
makes.much difference—but he talks quiet- 
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ly and soon stops, working steadily with — 
the others, who have nothing to say except 
to interchange some undertoned remark 
as to the earth being loose in this spot, or 
a stone being in the way there. Just as 
they are giving the finishing strokes, some 
one hurries up, claims one of the bodies 
to be sent home to his friends, and the two 
men with him carry it off. The diggers 
agree to leave a third of the space unfilled 
with soil for some other body—‘“ there will 
be a many graves wanted through the day” 
—they leap up from the grave and tell the 
chaplains it is ready, then lean on their 
spades and uncover their heads. We also 
uncover, and one of the chaplains reads 
aloud from his little pocket bible, ‘‘ Now 
is Christ risen from the dead, and become 
the first fruits of them that slept—for since 
by man came death, by man came also 
the resurrection of the dead,” and the rest 
of the chapter. He is followed by the 
other chaplain in a short address, followed 
by a prayer, then the uncoffined forms are 
lowered, the fresh earth covers them more 
closely, (and more kindly it seems to me,) 
than a wooden box would—t»e empty space 
left by their side for whoever shall come 
next,--wooden boards inscribed with their 
names, companies and regiments, are placed 
at their heads, and there we leave them to ~ 
their long rest, one wrapped in his blanket, 
while the other— 
‘¢‘ Lay like a warrior taking his rest, 
‘* With his martial cloak around him,” 

Coming out of the inclosure, I stopped 
to talk to several of a crowd—some three 
hundred—of rebel prisoners, who stood or 
sat in two groups under guard—some of 
them in great trepidation lest the shells 
sent by their own people should reach 
them. (The shelling and musketry, but 
more especially the cannonading, goes on, 
more or less, all the time.) One of them 
was a South Carolina Colonel, named 
Brown, I am told, who sat on the ground 
whittling a piece of stick with his pen- 
knife, which induced a fat officer who stood 
over him, and probably resented the cut- 
ting down from its maximum proportions 
of even a piece of wood, to inform him 
that he would certainly be taken for a 
Yankee if he persisted in whittling. The 
Colonel"’only grinned, however, and went 
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on paring; perhaps, beginning to enter- 
tain the idea that worse things might befall 
him than to be taken for a Yankee. One 
of them, an innocent looking, mild eyed 
young lad—as many of them are—is the 
son of the woman who lives in the log-cabin 
by the side of which I am now writing, and 
is now, therefore, a prisoner within a few 
yards of his mothers’ house. The poor 
woman has been to see him and declares, 
with many tears, that he was led away by 
his neighbors against her entreaties. Her 
trouble is shared by the boy’s grandfather, 
and by several young sisters, very pretty 
and delicate looking, notwithstanding that 
they have no shoes, and wear such uncrin- 
olined gowns of striped home-made stuff as 
a Biddy would scorn to use for scrubbing 
eloth in the North, and live in a cabin of 
two rooms, log-ceiled, and log-walled in- 
side as well as outside, and hardly anything 
in it but an old wardrobe, a ricketty table, 
a couple of beds, with the inevitable coun- 
terpane of checkered stuff, and equally in- 
evitable spinning-wheel. 

An ambulance train, loaded with wound- 
ed, leaves here probably this afternoon for 
Fredericksburg or Port Royal, whichever 
way is most free from guerrillas—and by 
this, if it goes, I shall seek an outlet from 
the field—but I shall trust this to head- 
quarters’ mail-bag rather than carry it my- 
self to Washington, for I think it lkely it 
will thus pass through there on its way to 
you sooner than I shall reach the place. 

Very truly and respectfully yours, 


ALFRED J. Bioor, 
Assistant Secretary. 





* 


LETTER WRITING IN CAMP. 


A special aid strolling about the extensive 
grounds occupied by the hospitals, finds many 
duties presenting themselves, of a different 
character from the nursing and feeding which 
most pertain to his office; his badge brings 
him many a call from those who, far from home 
and friends, want to send ‘‘line” to those; for 
one’he will write a letter, to another furnish 
mail facilities for a letter already written; an- 
other has gone so far as to indite as well as he 
can his messages of love to those at home, and 
wants it directedin a more legible hand; another 
wants a sheet of paper and an envelope. It is 
an important part of our duties in the hospitals 
to attend to the correspondence of thé sick and 





wounded, and many a touching message are we 
called upon to convey. I was impressed by the 
simple honesty and prudence of a private who 
was lying in one of the tents, sick with a dan- 
gerous disease; I asked him if I should say to 
his wife that he was better? “No,” said he, 
‘‘don’t give her anything to be laying out 
upon.” He evidently thought his disease might 
prove fatal, and any encouraging words would 
be building up, perhaps, a false hope. There 
is great delicacy of feeling exhibited by many 
of these suffering men, and often a reluctance 
to divulge their -private griefs, in strong con- 
trast to the ‘‘mockery of woe,” not unfrequent- 
ly met with among the more educated classes. 
Let not this secretiveness be too summarily 
placed to the account of insensibility; the 
soldier is not apt to be a man of words; he is 
ashamed to betray a tenderness of feeling which 
may appear faint-hearted; as one said to me, 
when I spoke of his endurance under suffering, 
“it does not become asoldier to complain.” 

A regiment of infantry from the front, after a 
long march of seventeen miles on a dusty road, 
almost without food, passing our tent saw some 
of the aids with the badge of the Sanitary Com- 
mission on their hats, ‘‘ Ah,” says one wayworn ° 
veteran, ‘‘there’s the Sanitary; that’s what I’ve 
been wanting to see.” These poor fellows im- 
mediately wanted soft bread, and in the ab- 
sence of any supply of this, were provided with 
Boston soft crackers, to their great relief, wash- 
ing them down wita the best coffee, prepared at 
one of the feeding stations. 





WHAT IS BEING DONE FOR OUR SICK 
AND WOUNDED SOLDIERS. 


[From the Agriculturist. ] 
WHITE House, Va., June 9th, 1864. — 
{The readers will please give the entire credit 
of the June and July numbers of the Agricul- 
turist to my worthy editorial associates, Prof. 
Thurber, Col. Weld, Mr. Fitch, and their assis- 


tants and correspondents. Five weeks ago to- 


day, I left home to personally aid for a few days 
in the care of the wounded. The days have 
lengthened to weeks, and I cannot yet consent 
to leave this important and interesting field of 
labor. I even begrudge the brief time devoted 
to this hasty letter, for every moment I can be 
in the camp gives opportunity to contribute 
something to the comfort of a suffering fellow. 
I may perhaps run home for a day or two, to at- 
tend to some important business, but with this 
exception, I feel it a duty, as well as the high- 
est pleasure, to remain ‘near the battle fields, so 
long as hundreds of men are almost daily struck 
down, and while so much can be done to allevi- 
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ate their sufferings. It is the more my duty, as 
my health continues very good, notwithstand- 
ing the severity of the night and day labor, the 
absence of regular wholesome meals, of beds, or 
of any of the comforts of home, or civilization 
even. I have so far felt none of the evil influ- 
ences of these malarious regions, which seri- 
ously affect so many others. I doubt not our 
readers will readily excuse me for present in- 
attention to correspondence, to business, and to 
the reading columns. ] 

My notes last month to my associates, which 
I see they took the liberty to print, left me at 
Fredericksburg. Since then we have been to 
Belle Plain again, to Acquia Creek, (May 22,) 
down the Potomac and up the Rappahannock to 
Port Royal, (May 25, ) and to Fredericsburg again, 
(May 26,) to bring away the last of the wound- 
ed; back to Port Royal, then down the Rappa- 
hannock and Chesapeake, up the York River, 
and to this point, White House, on the Pamun- 
key River, where we arrived Monday, May 30, 
The work at these several points has been much 
the same, viz., the reception and care of wound- 
ed and sick, sent to the rear from the battle 
field. At each place, and especially at Freder- 
icksburg and here, we have heard the almost 
constant roar of cannons, sometimes in too 
rapid succession to admit of counting the dis- 
tinct discharges of the heavier guns, even, and 
we have almost learned to plan our work ahead 


for a given number of wounded, by the charac- 


ter and direction of the firing. 

Of the character of our work, any one can 
judge, by thinking what would be done in a 
household where one of its members had been 
maimed by accident. How many attentions 


_ would be bestowed, how many comforts would . 


be planned, how would the sympathies of the 
whole neighborhood be called foith for miles 
around. Here we have thousands of maimed 
men, some of them pierced and torn in every 
conceivable manner—not one in a house, but 
often a score or more, on the ground, under a 
single large tent. When soldiers are disabled, 
they are sent to the rear, where the surgeon 
performs such hasty dressing and other. opera- 
tions as may be most needed. As soon as cir- 
cumstances allow, they are then sent to the base 
of supplies, in ambulances, (covered spring 
wagons,) or often in springless army wagons. 
The guerrillas that hover around the rear, make 
it necessary to send a strong military guard 
along with each train of wounded, and also pre- 
clude the attendance of civilians to feed and care 
for the wounded while on the way. Such help 
only is given as can be afforded by the drivers 
and the soldiers detailed to attend them. The 








comparatively few Sanitary Commission wagons 
and relief men allowed at the front, do what 
they can for the men before they leave the field 
hospitals. It is these famished, weary, hungry, 
often tired and fainting men, that we are try- 
ing to receive and provide for to the utmost of 
our ability. And God be thanked for the noble 
enterprise of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, 
and for the patriotic hearts and hands that have . 
supplied its treasury with the means for earry- 
ing abundant supplies to the points where need- 
ed. Ihave sent you a partial list of the stores 
brought to this point, which is but one of the 
fields of labor. I cannot begin to describe the 
work done. My note book, and the broader 
pages of memory, would furnish details enough 
to filla hundred columns in the Agriculturist. 
A few items must suffice. 

At Belle Plain a large force of men, in alter- 
nate squads, were occupied night and day, from 
May 10 to May 25, in feeding the men with coffee, 
milk punch to the fainting, soft bread and 
crackers, medicines, and many delicacies—in 
giving clothing, crutches, arm slings, blankets, 
etc.; in dressing wounds, in cheering the des- 
ponding, in conversing with the dying, in writ- 
ing letters for those unable to write for them- 
selves, in receiving and forwarding letters, par- 
cels, etv.; in short, in everyway in which they 
could comfort the living, and in burying those 
who died when thus far on their way home. The 
work done at that point alone, a thousand times 
repaid all the great and small Sanitary Fairs 
ever held, and all the home efforts ever put 
forth. 
At the same time, 32 four-horse wagons were 
engiged in hauling supplies to the army, and 
especially to Fredericksburg, where the same 
kind of work was going on, but on a still larger 
scale, if possible. Central distributing stores 
were established, and the city was districted 
off, and squads of relief men assigned to each 
district. (The agents of the Commission ac- 
companying the army, are called the Relief 
Corps, and those at the rear with the wounded, 
are termed the Auxiliary Relief Corps.) These 
latter consist partly of regularly employed men, 
(who are previously trained to the work of 
dressing wounds, preparing food for the sick, 
etc.,) but more largely of volunteers, who give 
their time and best energies freely, but who 
work entirely subject to the regular Auxiliary 
Relief Corps 

These companies, with temporary captains to 
direct, went from house to house in their seve- 
ral beats, and commenced their good work. 
Though numbering over one hundred and fifty, 
there was at one time an average of nearly fifty 
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for each one to look after. Those skilled in that 


branch, assisted in dressing wounds; others 
cariied around and dispensed prepared foods 
and drinks, etc., from the sanitary stores. The 
memory of the hours and days occupied in this 
will never dim. That clean, nice flannel shirt, 
made perhaps by your hands, gentle reader, or 
at least bought with your money or work, and 
put in place of a blood or dirt-soiled one, by 
the hand that writes this, perhaps comforted a 
son, or brother, or relative of the maker her- 
self. I see a pair of bare feet of a noble man 
stretched upon the floor, unable to raise himself 
up; I hasten to put upon them a pair of home- 
knit socks. Who knit them? Perhaps the one 
that reads this. Somebody knit them for some- 
body’s son—and that is enough. Never shall I 
forget one pair given. A mark on them indi- 
cated the knitter’s name. The soldier took them 
in his hands, looked them over and over again 
—then kissed them, hugged them to his bosom, 
and turning upon his side, wept. I could not 
stay there, to ask what were his thoughts. 
These hands of mine are hallowed by the hun- 
dreds of pairs of socks, the shirts, the drawers, 
the arms-slings, the crutches, the pillows, the 
ring-cushions, the slippers, etc., that they have 
been permitted to give to such men during five 
weeks past. And every hand that has helped 
to make these things, or helped by work, or 
dimes, or dollars, to buy them, is a nobler 
hand therefor. I wish I could give a thousandth 
part of the items. I have said nothing of the 
tens of thousands of cups of good coffee, pre- 
pared with pure milk, brought condensed in 
cans, and sweetened with good sugar; of other 


thousands of cups of tea; of milk punch when 


stimulants were most needed; of farina, of beef 
or chicken broth, which modern invention en- 
abl 
least a hundred persons constantly preparing 
and bearing these things to our sick and wound- 
ed and brave men, far from home and home 
comforts and care, and again with me thank 
God that it was put into the hearts of the 
people, to work in fairs and at home for our 
soldiers, and that you and I have been privileged 
to bear some part in this noblest enterprise of 
this or any other age. Let us keep on doing. 
We are in the midst of the mightiest struggle 
the world has even seen. For thirty-six days 
an almost incessant battle has gone on, and the 
end is not yet. But I must hasten. 

At Port Royal, Va., the same work was re- 
peated for three daysand nights. The Sanitary 
Commission steamer, loaded down with stores 
and with relief men, were on hand two hours 
before the first wounded man arrived, and we 


us to carry fresh to the field. Imagine at 
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fed and cared for all who came in, until they 
were sent for from Washington, whither they 
were carried direct by water, in comfortable, 
commodious steamers. 

At this point, (White House,) we arrived two 
days in advance of the wounded. You should 
see our eight distributing and feeding tents on 
shore, and the busy relief agents, cooking, 
hastening from tent to tent with pailsfull of the 
best nutriment, bundles of clothing, ete. Shall 
I speak of a single day’s work of my own, in 
illustration? The men had for thirty-six days 
been away from their usual access to suttlers, 
or other sources of supply, I found a great 
eagerness for tobacco, among those accustomed 
to use this narcotic; the longing seemed to be 
intensified by their condition. Yesterday I 
went around with a basket on each arm, and a 
haversack on my neck. A rough estimate of 
the day’s work, from the morning and evening’s 
stock on hand, showed that I had given out 
writing paper and envelopes to about 700 men; 
pencils to 90; a large lot of newspapers sent di- 
rect to me by Mr. Felt, of Salem, Mass. ; crutch- 
es, to 136 wounded below the knee, who were 
thus enabled to get up and move about; arm- 
slings to 115 wounded in the arm, (perhaps you 
made oneof these reader;) a piece of chewing 
tobacco each, to about 370; smoking tobacco 
and matches to about 450, and pipes to 73 who 
had lost theirs. (A wounded man seldom brings 
anything from the field except what is in his 
pockets.) This is the only day I have attempted 
to keep an account of the work done. With my 
outfit of baskets, etc., I looked like, and was not 
inappropriately dubbed a ‘‘ Yankee Pedler.” I 
doubt if any other Yankee Pedler ever did a 
better business in one day, or one that paid a 
thousandth part as well. The pleasant running 
conversation kept up all day was cheering, to 
myself at least, and the ‘‘God bless yous” and 
cheerful ‘‘good mornings” or ‘‘good even- 
ings” responded from every tent as I left it, 
was good pay. Everywhere I met others of our 
relief agents bearing other things, or bending 
over the wounded men, dressing their wounds, 
and literally “ pouring in oil and wine.” The 
sleep of that night was sweetened by bearing 
out thirty-eight nice warm new blankets to as 
many blanketless men whom I found, as I came 
from a distant part of the camping ground at a 
late hour in the evening. These men had been 
brought in after dark, and had got separated 
from the rest of their train. I am sure some 
of their lives were thus saved. I speak thus par- 
ticularly of my own work because I can speak of 
that best. Almost two hundred others are ear- 
nestly and feelingly laboring to the utmost of . 
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their strength in the different departments. 
Such is the work at White House Landing to- 
day. May I not neglect the Agriculturist an- 


other month, if need be? 
ORANGE JUDD. 


Mr. Judd adds, writing from apskelouse, 
June 7: 


It will, be a matter of interest to the contrib- 
utors to the funds, and especially to the friends 
of the soldiers, to know what is supplied by the 
U. S. Sanitary Commission. The following is 
only a partial list of the supplies on hand at 
this place, yesterday. They are on board of 
half a dozen steamers, barges and schooners in 
the river, and are being cairied on shore, part 
to eight distributing tents, and part to some 
forty four-horse wagons, which are carrying 
them to the ‘‘front.” There are about 100 
teamsters, porters, etc., engaged in handling 
the stores, m:nning the boats, etc., and 150 or 
more of the hired and volunteer relief corps, 
engaged in distributing directly to the wound- 
ed and sick, and in dressing wounds and caring 
for the men otherwise. ‘These articles are all 
needed; the use of most of them will be obvious 
to every one; others are required for tents and 
other work. 

This list contains an assortment forwarded 
from the general storehouses, about in the pro- 
portion they are expected to be needed. Daily 
orders go off for each article of which the stock 
is being drawn down. 


6,288 cans condensed milk. 
2,612 lbs. soft crackers. 
1,856 ibs. farina. 

4,556 lbs. sugar, 

16,207 cans tomatoes. 

794 lbs. corn starch. 

3,310 lbs. prep’d chocolate. 
804 lbs. ground coffee. 

192 lbs. extract coffee. 

60 lbs. cocoa. 

1,000 Ibs. oat meal. 

400 lbs. corn meal. 

24 lbs. gelatine. 

100 Ibs. maccaroni. 

80 lbs. arrow root. 

200 lbs. rice. 

180 lbs. butter. 

11 bbls. flour. 


360 bot. bay rum, for bathing 
166 boxes lemons. 

368 bottles lemon syrup. 
81 bbls. porter, in 44 bbls. 
65 lbs. spices. 

135 gallons tamarinds. 

785 Ibs. tea. 

30 lbs. mutton tallow. 

18 bedsteads. 

907 bed ticks. 

11 bales of straw. 

758 pillows. 

1,346 pillow cases. 

312 pillow ticks. 

115 mattresses. 

264 chambers. 

248 candlesticks. 

5 large boxes cushions. 





115 tin buckets. 

9 cooking stoves. 

39 camp kettles. 

192 knives and forks. 
12 cheap carvers. 

6 frying pans. 

16 large coffee pots. 
7 nutmeg graters. 


12 boxes assorted tin ware. 


1 hhd. assorted tin ware. 
2 bbls. assorted tin ware. 
50 lbs. saleratus. 

30 baskets. 

4,469 weolen shirts. 
1,304 cotton shirts. 

1,153 hospital shirts, 

571 woolen drawers. 


420 palm fans. 

29 bales hay. 

12 bales straw. 

400 bushels oats, for teams. 
1 fire proof safe. 

40 camp stools. 

Large lot assorted lumber. 
2 kegs nails, 
10 lbs. spikes. 

24 shovels. 

6 axes. 

12 hatchets. 

2 saws. 

12 hammers. 

112 brooms. . 

24 bbls. bandages. 

6 bbls. old linen. 


847 Canton flannel drawers. 2 bbls. home-made lint. 


1,945 cotton socks. 

1.645 woolen socks. 

893 wrappers. 

733 pairs slippers. 

5 boxes shoes. 

1 box boots. 

1 large box pants. 

269 gallons pickles, 

50 bbls curried cabbage. 
218 bbls. saur kraut. 

525 lbs. smoking tobacco. 
209 lbs. cheese. 

2 sacks salt. 

6U wooden pails. 

4 medicine boxes. 

2 lbs. bromine. i 

60 lbs. chloroform. 

1 box quinine. 


1,000 camphor et opii pills. 


5 bbls. chloride of lime. 
15,500 envelopes. 

15 reams letter paper. 
1,116 lead pencils. 

157 dozen pen holders. 
14 gross pens. 

108 bottles ink. 


3 boxes assorted stationery. 


50 lbs. patent lint. 

2 lbs. silk ligature. 

196 bottles cologne. 
Camphor. 

11 boxes reading matter. 
Large bundles newspapers 
714 arm slings. 

1,400 pair crutches. 

67 canes. 

224 Ibs. soap. 

14 tents. 

727 Ibs. candles. 

140 pads. 

2 bales sponges. 

2 boxes sponges. 

25 Ibs sponges. 

/144 gross matches. 





111 brooms, 

100 hospital lamps. 

7 large camp chests, with fall 
assortment of everything 
in, for field use on the in- 
stant. 

‘Extra harness, saddles, bri- 
dies, flags, razors, shay- 
ing brushes,marking pots; 
etc., etc. 


HOMES AND LODGES. 
CarRo. 


During the nine weeks ending June 1, the 
number admitted was 17,469, from 25 different 


states; of meals furnished, 38,892; 


; of lodgings, 


13,062; 1831 were aided in procuring transpor- 


tation. 


NASHVILLE. 


During the five weeks ending June 4, the 
number admitted was 4611, from 25 different 
states; of meals furnished, 16,353: of lodgings, 
4967; transportation was secured for 3939, and 


$7527 of pay was collected and paid over. 


LOvISVILLE. 


The number of meals furnished during the 
month of May has been 19,790; of lodgings,. 


6,327. 


447 cans peaches, (2 Ib. c.) 
160 cans pears, (2 lb. cans.) 
160 doz. fresh eggs. 

161 cans green beans. 

216 cans roast chicken,2 Ib. c 
500 cans roast turkey, 2 1b. c. 
2,402 cans roast beef, 2 Ib. c. 
336 cans conds’d beef soup. 
2,200 c. other canned meats. 
2 bbls. hams. 

516 bottles Jamaica rum. 
840 bottles brandy. 

600 bottles sherry wine. 
1,475 bottles whiskey. 

12 bottles cherry brandy. 

10 gallons foreign wine. 

87 gallons domestic wine, 
57 bottles cider. 

216 bottles alc hol. 

1 package spirits. 

2 bbls. molasses. 

1,128 bottles ex. of ginger. 


477 ring cushions. 

510 sheets. 

480 woolen blankets. 

46 rubber blankets. 

393 quilts. 

50 head rests. 

139 stretchers. 

100 lanterns, for night work. 
200 medicine cups. 

48 scissors, for nurses, 
776 hair combs. 

419 pieces musquito net. 
44 pieces old siik. 

2 bales oakum, for wounds. 
328 spit eups. 

1,562 handkerchiefs. 
3,609 towels, 

2,320 tin cups. 

712 tin plates. 

250 tin basins. 

8 large water tanks. 

541 tin spoons. 


New Axpany, (Inp.) 

Number admitted during May. 800; of meals 
furnished, 1,868; of lodgings, 557. 
Camp Netson, (Ky.) 

Number of lodgings furnished during the 


month, 7,526; of meals, 23,604. 


DETROIT. 
During the months of March and April there 


were admitted 1,134; the number of meals fur- 
nished was 4,864, and of lodgings, 1,416. 


MEMPHIS. 


During the five weeks ending June 4, the 
number admitted has been 1542, from 19 dif- 
ferent states; of meals furnished 4289; of lodg- 
ings 1296; tr ansportation was procared for 241. 
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Mr. Christy reports: ; 

The adoption, in March last, of a system 
of registration additional to the general reg- 
ister of the ‘‘ Lodge” of the work of special 
relief at this point, makes it possible to furnish, 
from time to time, a more extended showing of 
what hus been done in that department than has 
heretofore been given in my weekly reports. 
Believing that such a showing may contain 
some items of interest, I have collected the 
materials for it from my books, and herewith 
send them for your perusal. 

The period of time embraced is from April 
Ist to April 30th, inclusive of both dates. 


The whole number registered during that 
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From States, as follows: 

Illinois, 455; Iowa, 184; Ohio, 146; Missouri, 
75; Indiana, 97; Michigan, 75; Minnesota, 69; 
Wisconsin, 64; Kentucky, 39; New York, 38; 
“New Jersey, 32; Pennsylvania, 13; Mississippi 
Marine Brigade, 11; Kansas, 10; Tenne:see, 7; 
Massachusetts, 5; Veteran Reserve Corps, 3; 
Regular Army, 2; Nebraska, 2; New Hamp- 
shire, 1; Maine, 1; Connecticut, 1; Louisiana, 
etd BAYA 

Of these, forty-one were sick, ten crippled in 
various ways, one sick and crippled, and two 
wounded. ; 

Number of lodgings furnished........... 1,324 
Number of meals furnished.............. 4,802 

Besides furnishing lodgings and meals as 
above, we have given additional relief to one 
hundred and fifty-six out of the one thousand 
four hundred and ninety-two men, as follows: 


Furnished transportation at Govern- 


ment rates, through Quartermaster . 127 
Transportation paid by Commission... 2 
Carriag? within the city to........... 24. 
Nn ee 6 
Aid in correcting papers............. 9 
a AAI Dae leis 13 
Amount drawn and paid over........ $2,632.77 
Medical advice furnished to.......... 3 
py os ee a a 5 
emia toner aoe le 5 ek 13 
Referred to local relief associations. .. 6 


Rations furnished to seventeen enlisted men 
on leaving, who could not draw them from the 
Commissary. 

You will have noticed that the work of the 
Lodge has been gradually diminishing for three 
months. I had supposed that this decrease 
would continue. Movements of troops along 
the Mississippi, and in the adjacent section, 
warranted this expectation, I think. But the 
failure of both the Red River expeditions —that 
under General Steele and that under General 
Banks —making necessary another campaign, 
and the concentration of troops here, will, I 
think, not only check this decline, but rather 
increase our work. 

* * . * * * * 
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POINT ISABELLA HOSPITAL, KENTOCKY. 


Mr. Payson reports: 


By the kindness of Captain T. S. Hall, I 
was furnished with an ambulance, and tak- 
ing such stores as were thought to be need- 
ed, I started for Camp Burnside on the 
morning of the 16th. On reaching Hall’s 
Gap, I found the post, which had hereto- 
fore been somewhat extensive, broken up, 
and the stores on hand removed to Crab 
Orchard. On the following day I reached 
Somerset, where [ expected to find a hos- 
pital, but was informed that in Murch last 
it was given up, and the patients were re- 
moved to Point Isabella, which place I 
reached at 7 P. M. I was most cordially 
received by Dr. C. W. Leonard, of the 10th 
Michigan Cavalry, now acting as post sur- 
geon. 

As the former supply of stores which have 
been sent to this post, and which was very 
liberal, was now entirely exhausted, the men 
were very grateful for the articles I took 
them. 

From Dr. Leonard I learned that in Jan- 
uary last the hospital was established and 
put under the immediate care of De. Harris, 
of the 7th Rhode Island. H»remvined in 
charge till the 19th of March, when Dr. 
Leonard was ordered to break up the hos- 
pital of which he had charge at Somerset 
and take charge of that at the Point. 

From the establishment of the hospital 
there have been three hundred patients; of 
these, thirty-four have died. ‘The prevail- 
ing diseases have been typhoid and pneu- 
monia. 

The site for the hospital was doubtless 
thought to be as desirable as at that time 
could ba selected. It is on an eminence 
soms three hundred feet above the river. 
The ground being very uneven, the hospi- 
tal tents were pitched in a hollow, although 
raised some three feet from the ground, 
They are all floored, and at present dry. 
Two hospital tents embrace a ward, and in 
each is a large stone fire-place. It is to be 
feared that when the heavy rains set in, the 
water will stand under the tents, unless 
great care is taken to have proper drainage. 
The location, with the best of care, is not 
desirable. 

I am happy to say that Dr. Leonard is 
unremittingin his care of his patients. He 
visits them reg: lirly twice a day, and all 
special cases three or four times a day. His 
labors are very arduous, having now neither 
clerk nor assistant. 

The police of the hospital is good. Every 
main is required to wash twice a week. 
There is great fear that the hospital will 
suffer for the want of good wholesome 
water. They are obliged to haul all they . 
use from a spring half a mile distant, and 
keep it in barrels. As there cau be no ice, 
it is all important that they should be fur- 
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nished with dried currants, raspberry vine- 
gar, and Jemons, for cooling drinks. In 
the general, I can say that all is done for 
the comfort and restoration of the patients 
that can be, under the circumstances. 
There has been a great deficiency of med- 
ica] supplies, which, it is hoped, will be 
speedily met. As the great majority of the 
cases are of a low form, the hospital should 
ee provided with a good supply of stimu- 
ants. 

There is connected with the hospital a 
post burial ground. It contains about half 
an acre uninclosed, and has twenty-nine 
graves. The names and numbers I will 
endeavor to send you. 

At present the hospital has a capacity of 
ninety-two beds, all of which are occupied. 
Efforts are being made to erect suitable 
buildings on an adjoining hill, near a fine 
cool spring. Should this effort be success- 
ful, it will be of great advantage to the 
health of the men. 

Of the patients, fifteen are from Indiana, 
nine from Illinois, fifteen from the 10th 
Michigan Cavalry, and fifty-four'from Ken- 
tucky. 

I also visited the 49th Kentucky, the only 
regiment now atthe post. Ithas only seven 
in the hospital. At the sick call, they have 
some twenty five or thirty cases, mostly 
diarrhea and intermittent. Although the 
health of this regiment has been uncom- 
monly good heretofore, there can be no 
doubt, if they continue in their present 
camping ground through the hot season, 


that sickness will increase, as there is much 


of malarial infiuence. 





NOTES ON NURSING. 
CHATTERING HOPES AND ADVICES. 


No mockery in the world is so hollow as the 
advice showered upon the sick. It is of no use 
for the sick to say any thing, for what the ad- 
viser wants is, not to know the truth about the 
state of the patient. but to turn whatever the 
sick may say to the support of his own argu- 
ment, set forth, it must be repeated, without 
any inquiry whatever into the patient’s real 
condition. ‘But it would be impertinent or 
indecent in me to make such an inquiry,” says 
the adviser. True; and how much more im- 

ertinent is it to give your advice when you can 

now nothing about the truth, and admit you 
could not inquire into it. 

To nurses I say—these are the visitors who 
do your patient harm. When you hear him 
told: 1. That he has nothing the matter with 
him, and that he wants cheering. 2. That he 
is committing suicide, and that he wants pre- 
venting. 3. That he is the tool of somebody 
who makes use of him fora purpose. 4. That 
he will listen to nobody, but is obstinately bent 
upon his own way; and 5. That he ought to be 
called to a sense of duty, and is flying in the 
face of Providence; then know that your patient 
is receiving all the injury that he can receive 
from a visitor. 


How little the real sufferings of illness are 
known or understood. How little does any one 
in good health fancy him or even herself into _ 
the life of a sick person. 

Do, you who are about the sick or who visit 
the sick, try and give them pleasure; remember 
to tell them what will do so. How often in 
such visits the sick person has to do the whole 
conversation, exerting his own imagination and 
memory, while you would take the visitor, ab- 
sorbed in his own anxieties, making no effort of 
memory or imagination, for the sick person. 
‘‘Oh! my dear, I have so much to think of, I 
really quite forgot to tell him that; besides, I 
thought he would know it,” says the visitor to 
another friend. How could ‘the know it?” 
Depend upon it, the people who say this are 
really those who have little ‘‘to think of.” 
There are many burthened with business who 
always manage to keep a pigeon-hole in their 
minds, full of things to tell the ‘‘ invalid.” 

I do not say, don’t tell him your anxieties— 
I believe it is good for him and good for you 
too; but if you tell him what is anxious, surely 
you can remember to tell him what is pleasant 
too. 

A sick person does so enjoy hearing good 
news; for instance, of a love and courtship, 
while in progress to a good ending. If you tell 
him only when the marriage takes place, he 
loses half the pleasure, which God knows he 
has little enough of; and ten to one but you 
have told him of some love-making with a bad 
ending. . 

A sick person also intensely enjoys hearing of 
any material good, any positive or practical 
success of the right. He has so much of books 
and fiction, of principles, and precepts, and 
theories; do, instead of advising him with ad- 
vice he has heard at least fifty times before, tell 
him of one benevolent act which has really suc- 
ceeded practically, itis likea day’s health to him. 

You have no idea what the craving of sick, 
with undiminished power of thinking, but little 
power of doing, is to hear of good practical ac- 
tion, when they can no longer partake in it. 

Do observe these things with the sick. Do 
remember how their life is to them disappoint- 
ed and incomplete. You see them lying there 
with miserable disappointments, from which 
they can have no escape but death, and you 
can’t remember to tell them of what would give 
them so much pleasure, or at least an hour’s~ 
variety. 

They don’t want you to be lachrymose and 
whining with them, they like you to be fresh 
and active and interested, but they cannot bear 
absence of mind, and they are so tired of the 
advice and preaching they receive from every- 
body, no matter whom it is, they see. 

There is no better society than babies and 
sick people for one another. Of course you 
must manage this so that neither shall suffer 
from it, which is perfectly possible. If you 
think the ‘‘air of the sick room” bad for the 
baby, why it is bad for the invalid too, and, 
therefore, you will of course correct it for both. 
It freshens up a sick person’s whole mental at- 
mosphere to see ‘‘the baby.” And a very 
young child, if unspoiled, will generally adapt 
itself wonderfully to the ways of a sick person, 
it the time they spend together is not too long. 

If you knew how unreasonably sick people 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


° 
537 





suffer from reasonable causes of distress, you 
would take more pains abont all these things. 
An infant laid upon the sick bed will do the 
sick person, thus suffering, more good than all 
your logic. A piece of good news will do the 
same. Perhaps you are afiaid of ‘‘ disturbing” 
him. You say there is no comfort for his pres- 
ent cause of affliction It is perfectly reason- 
able. The distinction is this, if he is obligrd 
to act, do not ‘‘ disturb” him with another sub- 
ject of thought just yet; help him to do what 
he wants to do; but, if he has done this. or if 
nothing can be done, then ‘‘ disturb” him by 
all means. You will relieve, more effectually, 
unreasonable suffering from reasonable causes 
by telling him ‘‘the news,” showing him “ the 
baby,” or giving him something new to think 
of or to look at, than by all the logic in the 
world. 

It has been very justly said that the sick are 
like children in this, that there is no proportion 
in events to them. Now it 1s your business, as 
their visitor, to restore this right proportion for 
them—to show them what the rest of the world 
is doing. How can they find it out otherwise? 
You will find them far more open to conviction 
than children in this. And you will find that 
their unreasonable intensity of suffering from 
unkindness, from want of sympathy, &e., will 
disappear with their freshened interest in the 
big world’s events. But then you must be able 
to give them real interests, not gossip. 


OLSERVATION OF THE SICK. 


There is no more silly or universal question 
scarcely asked than this, ‘‘Is he better?” Ask 
it of the medical attendant, if you please. But 
of whom else, if you wish for a real answer to 
your question, would you ask? Certainly not 
_ of the casual visitor; certainly not of the nurse, 
while the nurse’s observation is so little exer- 
cised as it is now. What you want are facts, 
not opinions—for who can have any opinion of 
any value as to whether the patient is better or 
worse, excepting the constant medical atten- 
dant, or the really observing nurse ? 

‘The most important practical lesson that can 

be given to nurses is to teach them what to 
observe—how to observe—what symptoms in- 
dicate improvement—what the reverse—which 
are of importance— which are of none—which 
are the evidence of neglect—and of what kind 
of neglect. 





All this is what ought to make part, and an’ 


essential part, of the training of every nurse. 
At present how few there are, either profes- 
sional or unprofessional, who really know at all 
whether any sick person they may be with is 
better or worse. 

The vagueness and looseness of the informa- 
tion one receives in answer to that much abused 
question, ‘‘ Is he better?” would be ludicrous, if 
it were not painiul. The only sensible answer 
(in the present state of knowledge about sick- 
ness,) would be, ‘‘ How can I know? I cannot 
tell how he was when I was not with him.” 

I can record but a very few specimens of the 
answers which I have heard made by friends 
and nurses, and accepted by physicians and 
surgeons at the very bedside of the patient, who 
_ could have contradicted very word, but did not 
—sometimes from amiability, often trom shy- 
ness, oftenest from languor! 


‘* How often have the bowels acted, nurse ?” 
**Once. sir.” This generally means that the 
utensil has been emptied once, it having been 
used perhaps seven or eight times. 

‘*Do you think the patient is much weaker 
than he was six weeksago?” “Oh no, sir; you 
know it is very long since he has been up and 
dressed, and he can get across the room now.” 
This means that the nurse has not observed 
that whereas six weeks ago he sat up and occu- 
pied himself in bed, he now lies still doing noth- 
ing; that, although he can “get across the 
room,” he cannot stand for five seconds. 

Another patient who is eating well, recover- 
ing steadily, although slowly, from fever, but 
cannot walk or stand, is represented to the doc- 
tor as making no progress at all. 

Questions, too, as asked now (but too gener- 
ally) of or about patients, would obtain no in- 
formation at all about them, even if the person 
asked of had every information to give. The 
question is generally a leading question; and it 
is sir gular that people never think what must 
be the answer to this question before they ask 
it: for instance, ‘‘Has he had a good night?” 
Now, one patient will think he has a bad night 
if he has not slept ten hours without waking. 
Another does not think he has a bad night if he 
had intervals of dosing occasionally. The same 
answer has actually been given as regarded two 
patients—one who had been entirely sleepless 
tor five times twenty-four hours, and died of it, 
and another who had not slept the sleep of a 
regular night, without waking. Why cannot 
the question be asked, How many hours’ sleep 
has — had ? and at what hours of the night ?* 
‘«T have never closed my eyes all night,” an an- 
swer as frequently made when the speaker has 
had several hours’ sleep as when he has had 
none, would then be less often said. Lies, in- 
tentional and unintentional. are much seldomer 
told in answer to precise than to leading ques- 
tions. Another frequent error is to inquire 
whether one cause remains, and not whether 
the effect which may be produced by a great 
many different causes, not inquired after, re- 
mains. As when it is asked, whether there was 
noise in the street last night; and if there were 
not, the patient is reported, without more ado, 
to have had a good night. Patients are com- 
pletely taken aback by these kinds of leading 
questions, and give only the exact amount of 
information asked for, even when they know it 
to be completely misleading. The shyness of 
patients is seldom allowed for. 

How few there are who, by five or six point- 
ed questions, can elicit the whole case, and get 
accurately to know and to be able to report 
where the paticnt is. 

I know a very clever physician, of large dis- 
pensary and hospital practice, who invariably 
began his examination of each patient with 
‘*Put your finger where you be bad.” That 
man would never waste his time with collecting 








* This is important, because on this depends what the 
remedy will be. Ifa patient sleeps two or three hours 
early in the night, and then does not sleep again at all, 
ten to one it is not a narcotic he wants, but food or stim- 
ulus, or perhaps only warmth. If, on the other hand, he 
is restless and awake all night, and is drowsy in the 
morning, he prcbably wants sedatives, either quiet, cool- 
ness, or medicine, a lighter diet, or all four. Nvuw the 
doctor should be told this, or how can he judge what to 
give? 
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inaccurate information from nurse or patient. 
Leading questions always collect inaccurate in- 
formation, 

At a recent celebrated trial, the following 
leading question was put successively to nine 
distinguished medical men: ‘‘Can you attribute 
these symptoms to anything else but poison ?” 
And out of the nine, eight answered ‘‘No!” 
without any qualification whatever. It appear- 
ed, upon cross-examination:—l. That none of 
them had ever seen a case of the kind of poi- 
soning supposed. 2. That none of them had 
ever seen a case of the kind of disease to which 
the death, if not to poison, was attributable. 
3. That none of them were even aware of the 
main fact of the disease and condition to which 
the disease was attributable. 

Surely nothing stronger can be adduced to 
prove what use leading questions are of, and 
what they lead to 

I had rather not say how many instances I 
have known, where, owing to this system of 
leading questions, the patient has died, and the 
attendants have been actually unaware of the 
principal feature of the case. 

It is useless to go through all the particulars, 
besides sleep, in which people have a peculiar 
talent for gleaning inaccurate information. As 
to food, for instance. I often think that most 
common question, How is your appetite? can 
only be put because the questioner believes the 
questio :ed has really nothing the matter with 
him, which is very often the case. But where 
there is, the remark holds good which has been 


made about sleep. The same answer will often 


be made as regards a patient who cannot take 
two ounces of solid food per diem, and a pa- 
tient who :loes not enjoy five meals a day as 
much as usual. 

Again, the question, How is your appetite? 
is often put when How is your digestion ? isthe 
question meant. No doubt the two things de- 
pend on one another. But they are quite dif- 
ferent. Many a patient can eat, if you can only 
‘‘tempt his appetite.” The fault lies in your 
not having got him the thing that he fancies. 
But many another patient does not care between 
grapes and turnips—everything is equally dis- 
tasteful to him. He would try to eat anything 
which would do him good; but everything 
‘makes him worse.” The fault here generally 
lies in the cooking. It is not his ‘‘appetite” 
which requires ‘‘ tempting,” itis his digestion 
which requires sparing. And good sick cook- 
ery will save the digestion half its work. 

There may be four different causes, any one 
of which will produce the same result, viz, the 
patient slowly starving to death from want of 
nutrition: 

1. Defect in cooking; 

2. Defect in choice of diet; 

3. Defect in choice of hours for taking diet; 

4. Defect of appetite in patient; 

Yet all these are generally comprehended in the 
one sweeping assertion that the patient has ‘‘no 
appetite.” 

Surely many lives might be saved by drawing 
a closer distinction; for the remedies are as di- 
verse as the causes. The remedy for the first 
is to cook better; for the second. to choose other 
articles of diet; for the third, to watch for the 
hours when the patient is in want of food; for 
the fourth, to show him what he likes, and some- 


times unexpectedly. Butno one of these reme- 
dies will do for any other of the defects not 
corresponding with it. 

I cannot too often repeat that patients are gen- 
erally either too languid to observe these things, 
or too shy to speak about them; nor is it well 
that they should be made to observe them, it 
fixes their attention upon themselves. 

Again, I say, what is the nurse or friend there 
for except to take note of these things, instead 
of the patient doing so? 

It is commonly supposed that the nurse is 
there to spare the patient from making physical 
exertion for himself—I would rather say that 
she ought to be there to spare him from taking 
thought for himself. And I am quite sure, that 
if the patient were spared all thought for him- 
self, and not spared all physical exertion, he 
would be infinitely the gainer. The reverse is 
generally the case in the private house. In the 
hospital it is the relief from all anxiety, afforded 
by the rules of a well-regulated institution, 
which has often such a beneficial effect upon 
the patient. 

Again, the question is sometimes put, ‘‘Is 
there diarrbea?” And the answer will be the 
same, whether it is just merging into cholera, 
whether it is a trifling degree brought on by 
some trifling indiscretion, which will cease the 
moment,the canse is removed, or whether there 
is no diarrhea at all, but simply relaxed bowels. 

It is useless to multiply instances of this. 
kind. As long as observation is so little culti- 
vated as it is now, I do believe that it is better 
for the physician not to see the friends of the 
patient at all. They will oftener mislead him 
than not. And as often by making the patient 
out worse as better than he really is. 

In the case of infants, everything must de- 
pend upon the accurate observation of the nurse 
or mother who has to report. And how seldom 
is this condition of accuracy fulfilled. 

A celebrated man, though celebrated only for 
foolish things, has told us that one of his main 
objects in the education of his son, was to give 
him a ready habit of accurate observation, a 
certainty of perception, and that for this pur- 
pose one of his means was a month’s course as 
follows:—He took the boy rapidly past a toy- 
shop; the father and son then described to each ~ 
other as many of the objects as they could, 
which they had seen in passing the windows, 
noting them down with pencil and paper, and 
returning afterwards to verify their own accu- 
racy. The boy always succeeded best, e. g., if 
the father described 30 objects, the boy did 40, 
and scarcely ever made a mistake. : 

I have often thought how wise a piece of 
education this would be for much higher ob- 
jects; and in our calling of nurses the thing 
itself is essential. For it may safely be said, not 
that the habit of ready and correct observation 
will by itself make us useful nurses, but that 
without it we shall be useless with all our devo- 
tion. 

I have known a nurse in charge of a set of 
wards, who not only carried in her head all the 
little varietiesin the diets which each patient was 
allowed to fix for himself, but also exactly what 
each patient had taken during each day. I have 
known another nurse in charge of one single 
patient, who took away his meals day after day 
all but untouched, and never knew it. 





_ _ temperament in patients. 
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if you find it helps you to note down such 
things on a bit ofpaper, in pencil, by all means 
do so. I think it more often ‘lames than 
strengthens the memory and observation. But 
if you cannot get the habit of observation one 
way or the other, you had better give up being 
a nurse, for it is not your calling, however kind 
and anxious you may be. 


Surely you can learn at least to judge with 
the eye how much an ounce of solid food is, 
how much an ounce of liquid. You will find 
this helps your observation and memory very 
much, you will then say to yourself, ‘‘ A. took 
about an ounce of his meat to-day;” ‘‘B. took 
three times in 24 hours about } pint of beef 
tea;’ instead of saying “ B. has taken nothing 
all day;’ or ‘‘I gave A. his dinner as usual.” 


I have known several of our real old-fashion- 
ed hospital ‘‘sisters,” who could, as accurately 
as a measuring glass, measure out all their pa- 
tients’ wine and medicine by the eye, and never 
be wrong. I do not recommend this, one must 
be very sure of one’s self to do it. I only men- 
tion it, because if a nurse can by practice mea- 
sure medicine by the eye, surely she is no 
nurse who cannot measure by the eye about 
how much food (in ounce) her patient has 
taken. In hospitals those who cut up the diets 
give with sufficient accuracy, to his patient, his 
12 ounces or his 6 ounces of meat without 
weighing. Yet anurse will often have patients 
loathing all food and incapable of any will to 
get well, who just tumble over the contents of 
the plate or dip the spoon in the cup to deceive 
the nurse, and she will take it away without 
ever seeing that there is just the same quantity 
of food as when she brought it, and she will tell 
the doctor, too, that the patient has eaten all 
his diets as usual, when all she ought to have 
esau is that she has taken away his diets as 
usual, 


Now what kind of a nurse is this? 

I would call attention to something else, in 
which nurses frequently fail in observation. 
There is a well-marked distinction between the 
excitable and what I will call the accumulative 
One will blaze up at 
once, under any shock or anxiety, and sleep 
very comfortably after it; another will seem 
quite calm and even torpid, under the same 
shock, and people say, ‘‘He hardly felt it at 
all,” yet you will find him some time after 
slowly sinking. The same remark applies to 
the action of narcotics, of aperients, which, in 
the one, take effect directly, in the other not 
perhaps for twenty-four hours. A journey, a 
visit, an unwonted exertion, will affect the one 
immediately, but he recovers after it; the other 
bears it very well at the time, apparently, and 
dies or is prostrated for life by it. People often 
say how difficult the excitable temperament is 
to manage. I say how difficult is the accumu- 
lative temperament. With the first you have 
an out-break which you could anticipate, and it 
is all over. With the second you never know 
where you are—you never know when the con- 
sequences are over. And it requires your closest 
observation to know what are the consequences 
of what—for the consequent by no means fol- 
lows immediately upon the antecedent—and 
coarse observation is utterly at fault.—Miss 
Nightingale. 
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OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 
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President. 
Lrevt.-GeEn. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Vice-Presidents. 
Hon. HAMILTON FISH. 
JOHN J. CISCO, Esa. 
ADMIRAL DUPONT. 
RUDOLPH A. WITTHAUS, Esa. 


Treasurer. 
ROBT. B. MINTURN, Esa. 


Directors. 
Hons. E. D. MORGAN, GEORGE OPDYKE, . 
HIRAM BARNEY, JAS. W. BEEKMAN. Rev. 
H. W. BELLOWS, D.D. Mzssrs. JOHN JACOB 
ASTOR, JAMES BROWN, WM. H. ASPINWALL, 
JAS. GALLATIN, HOWARD POTTER, WM. E. 
DODGE, Jn., THEODORE ROOSEVELT, PETER 
COOPER, GEORGE BANCROFT, DANIEL LORD, 
eos G. HUNT, ROBT. L. STUART, ALFRED 
ELL. i 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Sec’y, 
35 CHAMBERS STREET, New York. 





OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


Ist. To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from impesture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being 
made against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
lies needing it. 


THE MERCANTILE MARINE 
INSURANCE COMPANY. 


No. 35 Wall Street, New York. 


INCORPORATED APRIL, 1842. 
Assets over $1,400,000. 


MARINE and Inland Transportation risks on Vessels. 
Freight and Merchandise insured on the most favorable 
terms. 

Policies are issued, loss, if any. payable in Gold, or at 
the office of RATHBONE, BROTHERS & CO., Liverpool, if 
desired. 

Parties effecting insurance at this office may participate 
in the scrip dividend of profits, or receive an equivalent 
cash discount, at their own option. 

The risk of war covered at the lowest current rates. 


ELLWOOD WALTER, Pres’t. 
CHAS. NEWCOMB, Vice-Pres’t. 
C. J. DesparD, Secretary. 
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THE U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, 1861, in accordance with the reeommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi- 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. _ 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shiras, U. S. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen’l U.S. A. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I, 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Il. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stillé. “ 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Tl. 


OFFICERS: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. 8S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrangements 
for supplying information gratuitously, with regard to 
patients in all the United States General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England States, East- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
‘* Office of Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address ‘Office of 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address ‘Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky.’ 


In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
‘was when last heardfrom. If the application is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail ; if in person, 
it will be answered at once; or if by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
expense. 


BGS Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely disseminating 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army. 
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SUPPLY DEPAR’PMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special author- 
ity of the President of the United States, maintains 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
safe conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put 
in its charge for the sick and wounded at points — 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
equal care and generosity at all points—at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at 
Chattanooga—its distributions being governed by @ 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
societies, and all disposed to aid the sick and 
wounded, without reference to States of localities, 
but simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their offerings: 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. _ 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenne, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. r 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, ILL. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s Block, Buffalo, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penn. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Bis catia Commission, Branch Depot, Columbus, 

110. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid what~ — 
ever from the Government, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the public for 
the means of sustaining its operations. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 
68 Wall Street, N. Y. , : 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


General Superintendent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Washing: ~ 
ton, D. C. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. 

Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Washes 
ington, D. C. 

Soldier’s Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Boston. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between 13th and t4th Streets, 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station. 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D. C. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio—Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Snp’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill.—C. N. Shipman, Sup’t and 


. Relief Agent. 


Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, Sup’t. 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.—L. Crane, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio , Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio—Clark Warren, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.—C.W. 
Christy, Sup’t and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, Sup’t. 





AGENCY FOR PENSIONS, 
William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washington, D. O 


HOSPITAL CARS. 
Between Washington and New York—Sol. Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon in charge. 
Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 
Between Louisville and Murtreesboro’—Dr, J. P. Bar- 
num, Surgeon in charge. 


SANITARY STEAMER, 
Cumberland River— New Duuleith. 
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WINE CHANT, 


od Warren Strect, Yew York. 


(Opposite Hudson River R. R. Depot,) 
AND 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, Washington, D. C., 
(Two doors from Willard’s.) 
Irimportedci Wines, Sa Koo., 


OF THE PUREST QUALITY, FOR 


MEDICINAL AND SANITARY PURPOS:S, 


Such as are extensively used in the 


UNITED STATES HOSPITALS 
And by the SANITARY COMMISSION. 
ALSO, AMERICAN WINES OF THE HIGHEST GRADES. 


Sole Agent in New York and Washington for 
Longworth’s Sparkling and Still Catawba Wine, 
Brandies, etc., etc. 














Adapted to every Sranon of business. 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E, & T. FAIRBANKS & CO., St. Johnsbury, Vermont, 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSKS : 


FAIRBANKS & CO. No. 252 Broadway, New York. 
FAIRBANKS & BROWN No.118 Milk Street. Boston. 
re FAIRBANKS, GRESNGUBSAP & CO... No 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
e FAIRBANKS & EWING. Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 
PAIRBANKS & CoO, No. 2t6 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of 
the above. 
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RYBA’S MAIZEUA 


RECEIVED 
TWO PRIZE MEDALS 
























































































































(FROM JURIES 3 AND 4) 
AT THE 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
tn IID OM, £SBGBG2. 


Being Sole Awards gained by anything of the kind. It also received Superlative Report of 
‘EXCEEDING EXCELLENT FOR FOOD.” 


MAIZENA, fe 
Ait the GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION at HAMBURG, July, 1863, received 
the highest Prize Medal for its great delicacy as an article of food. 


MAIZENA, iy: 


At the FATR of the NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, at Utica, N. Y., 
September, 1863, received both Drptoma and Mepat, 


MAIZENA, 


AT THE 
Pennsylvania State Fair at Norristown, . 


Oct. 3, 1863, Trook Goup MEDAL. 

‘* MATZENA” has also taken the first premium at the AMERICAN InstrtuTE, New York - 
City; New Jersey Srare Farr at Trenton, and at other places—in every instance where ~ 
it has been exhibited. 

‘* MAIZENA” has never failed to receive the highest award when placed in competi- 
tion with Corn Starch and all articles of like character, after a thorough Microscopical 
and Analytical Examination of disinterested judges: It therefore stands commended to 
the public as the best article of its kind in the world without any comments of the manu- 


facturer. 
MAIZENA, 


For Puddings, Cakes, Custards, Blanc Mange, &c., without isinglass, with few or no eggs, 
at a cost astonishing the most economical. Itisalso excellent for thickening sweet sauces, 
gravies for fish and meat, soups, &e. For Ice Cream, nothing can compare withit. A 
little boiled in milk will produce rich cream for Coffee, Chocolate, Tea, Xe. 

Put up in one pound packages, under the trade mark ‘‘ Maizena,” with directions 


for use. 
A most delicious article of food for children and invalids of all ages. For gale by 
: 


Grocers and Druggists everywhere. 
WHOLESALE DEPOT, 166 FULTON STREET. 


Wi. DURYEA. General Agent, 
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_ NORTH AMERICAN 
Fire Insurance Company, 


oe eC Ye Ob NEW  YORK:- 








OPEKICH, Ne. li4 BROADWAY. 


INCORPORATED 1823. 


CASH a ne 


AND SURPLUS, } 1864, ($675,014 Mb 


— =o Se — 











ASSETS: 

Loans on Bond and Mortgage, being first len on Real Estate, 
worth over Fifty per cent. above the amount loaned........ $173,160 00 

Stocks, Bonds and other Securities owned by the Company, mar- 
ECTS, SPs ae Pe 365,960 00 
Ot Cr ee PT AT 24 8215 
Beene on demand with collaterals..... 0.0.00. eee eee ge 71,400 00 
Mreee Mee ONO OU(StANGING ... 1.6. . g e ce cee ees 3,820 81 

Cash in Agents’ hands in course of transmission [business of April | 

I 13,491 57 
Maes OCEMerPOM SCCUTILICS . 6. oso. cca tec ee ce wen ee dceee 21,684 60 
SS ale OTE, 1,2:5 00 
$675,014 13 
Prsenes: andd usted nl waif Gee ee ee eles $10,500 00 





Insures Property against Loss or Damage by Fire at usual rates, 
and returns three-fourths of the net Profits, each year, to the As- 
sured. | 

Policies Issued and Losses paid at the Office of the Company, or at 
its various Agencies in the principal cities in the United States. 


JAMES W. OTIS, President. 
R. W. BLEECKER, Secretary. 


R. F. MASON, Sup’t Agencies. 
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© BuE CLE, ODS ‘TH Ih 


Colunbian (AMavine) Ausuvance 
COMPANY, 


CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 


CASH CAPITAL, - - - §1,000,000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863, 


Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 1864 ..........¢..... ee $3 140.930 80 
Total Amount of Premiunis,..... 25... ok wee ee ee ce ee 8.252.956: 76 
Excess of Earned Premiums over Losses, &e;@-%. <<; . 2. 23 8 fe ee ee 1,137,063. 33 
Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies ...... 441,206 49 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued | 
OTUMOE OTS oe cas 0 a ve ae te o's ise Gene bo boos gy eee een 269,614 80 


Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Harned Premiums.........00..0eeneses 15 per cent. 
Dividend forthe Year to Stockholders ..... .....,,% sete selene ee ... 26 per cent. 
: a 


LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Risks on which the Premium is paid in like Currency. 





DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certilicate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all’ new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: \ 

Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY- FIVE 
PER CENT. | 

9d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FRETGHT, a return of TWENTY rer cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TIN per cent. 

Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 


DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, M. F. MERICK, MOSES MERICK, 
DANIEL W. LORD, WM B, OGDEN, “" DAVID Le 
GEORGE MILN, "JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MURRISON, 
JOHN ATKINSON, B. 0. MURRIS, WM. H. POPHAM, 
THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, ANDREW J. RICH, B. C. MORRIS, Jr, 
WM. H. HALSEY, DAN'’L W. TELLER, EZRA NYK, 
THUS. BARRON, JOHN D. BATES. JR., HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
ROLAND G. MITCHELL, CHARLES HICKOX, THUMAS LOR), 
ALBERT G. LEE, RUBERT BOWNE, ROBERT 8. HOLT, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, LAWRENCE MYERS, J. B. GRIFFIN. 
0. L. NIMS, S. N. DERRICK, 
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As the continuance of the publication of the But- 
LETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, 
and on the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
- mission—the Standing Committee feels a certain de- 
gree of reluctance to solicit subscriptions for it—and 
thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a 
definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of 
their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give 
notice that the sum of two-dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wall Street, or No. 
823 Broadway, New York,) will secure its being sent 
to such contributor during the remainder of the cur- 
rent year, unless tis publication be sooner discon- 
tinued. 

— Vou, IL—No., 18. 35 


The entire expenditure in money for the 
whole work of the Commission, East, South 
and West, was 


LTE VER Vie ntet cette,» sisi iz. © are la'vibrssclovs cos atone $262,898.77 
WN DUNG. wees ae Bares «iahuia''o, dha oi onetenensrace are 252,275.87 


_—. 


Total for two months......$515,174.64 





It should be considered that during a 
campaign, characterized by the frequency 
of its change of base, the relative cost of 
transportation is much increased. The 
single item of charter of vessels, from the 
scarcity growing out of claims of Govern- 
ment service, necessarily, becomes a very 
large one. 
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It may be noticed that the amount of 
supplies contributed to the Commission in 
kind, during June, was but about one-third 
the value of similar contributions in May. 
Hence the necessity of direct money ex- 
penditure from the Treasury. 

Owing to the pressing call for anti-scor- 
butics, the Commission have recently issued 
very largely of vegetable food, as is shown 
by the following list of supplies forwarded 
during the month of June. 


207,156 Ibs.canned tomatoes, |16,218 galls. saur kraut. 
(over 103 tons. ) 100 bbls. fresh onions. 

15,060 lbs. canned fruit. 

574 cans £s") jellidn. 242 bbls. dried apples. 

36,273 galls. pickled cucum-/32 ‘* other dried fruit. 
bers, (about 1,200 bbls. {301 boxes lemons. 

13,334 galls. pickled onions. |2,400 boxes portable lemon- 

4,719, ‘s tomatoes. ade. 

** curried cabbage. |25 boxes oranges. 


This includes the lot distributed on the 
3d inst., which reached the men in the 
trenches in time for their Independence 
day dinner. During the last fortnight 
prices of vegetables have been proportion- 
ately much larger than hitherto. Three 
steamers and a barge have already sailed 
for ‘the army with an aggregate cargo of 
over 5,000 barrels of vegetables and delica- 
cies. 

Every precaution has been taken by the 

Commission to insure an accurate, compre- 
hensive, and impartial distribution of their 
precious contributions to the dietary of the 
army. 

Gen. Grant has always highly approved 
the work, and has given it his aid, order- 
ing additional transportation to enable the 
Commission trains to go at once to the 
front, and as near the trenches as possible. 
The plan of distribution has been to send 
the wagons either to corps or division com- 
manders, in charge of an adequate number 
of the relief agents of the Commission. 
The commander of, each respective corps 
division having detailed an officer from his 
staff to attend, sends the wagons to the 
rear of their trenches, and their contents* 
are given to the men, either in the works, 
or as they return after dark to the camps 

of the Reserves. 

The enthusiasm is always great when it 
becomes khown that such abundant sup- 
plies of acid fruits and vegetables are to be 
distributed in the trenches. 

It is difficult for the inexperienced reader 
to form a sufficiently profound appreciation 


70 bbls. potatoes. 
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of the value of this anti-scorbutic food. It 
should be remembered that the Army of 
the Potomac, having passed through a 
campaign of the severest character, having 
depended mainly for food upon the fight- 
ing ration of pork, hard bread and coffee, 
arrived before Petersburg in a state of 
great exhaustion. Every consideration of 
humanity, patriotism and military economy 
made it the duty of the Commission to 
give it at once such aid and comfort as their 
experience and means rendered possible. 
They knew that the sickness and mortality 
rates would inevitably increase unless the 
exhausted bodies of the soldiers could be 
brought rapidly under the influence of 
well-selected anti-scorbutics. They, there- 
fore, sent to the army a sufficient quantity 
and variety to give every man a daily ration 
of fresh food for at least ten days. The 
above lists will show the principal articles 
distributed; the quantities stated do not, 
however, show the entire issues to date, as 
all the returns are not yet in. A complete 
report of this work will be presented in due 
time to the public, whose almoner the 
Commission is. 





THE SANITARY COMMISSION FROM A 
FRENCH POINT OF VIEW. 

The Revue des Deux Mondes, for May 1, 
has a long and eloquent article on the San- 
itary Commission and its work; and though 
most of its facts are, of course, familiar 
enough to our readers, the comments of an - 
intelligent French critic upon an organiza- 
tion, which, to anybody with the ordinary 
French ideas of the relations of the people 
and the Government, must seem one of the 
strangest facts of the day—must contain 
a vast deal that is in the highest degree 
interesting. 

Speaking of that intense individualism 
to which the Commission owed its i, 
the writer says: 

“The great problem which political science 
has to solve in our age, is evidently to re- 
concile the personal initiative of the citizen 
with the prerogatives of the entire social 
body, represented by its Government. * * 
Nothing but the long habit of liberty, 
in all countries in the world, will ever suf- 
fice to trace accurately the ever-shifting 
line which separates the domain of the 
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citizen from that of the State. It is then 
very important to study, from this point 
of view, the political customs of those 
societies whose individual members are 
distinguished in a high degree by the spirit 
of individual initiative. The American re- 
public affords above all others the most re- 
markable examples of the right reserved by 
individuals of forming coalitions or inde- 
pendent associations, either for the purpose 
of giving their support to the Government, 
of turning it aside from a false path, or 
even of opposing it. A single man rises 
up, and sets on foot an agitation in favor 
of areform or of an amelioration; if his pro- 
jects are received by a certain number of 
citizens, they make common cause with 
him, furnish him with platforms, pulpits, 
newspapers, and never cease to struggle 
until either they have accomplished their 
object, or a sudden change in public opinion 
has modified their views.” 

“‘ One of the most remarkable institutions 
produced by the spontaneous action of the 
American people, since the commencement 


ef the civil war, is the Sanitary Commis- | 


sion, which, without waiting for any appeal 
from the Government, was voluntarily estab- 
lished for the purpose of seeing after the 
health and material interests of the sol- 
diers, the cure of the wounded, and the 
support of the invalids. Citizens, women, 
children, without any other warrant than 
their patriotism, exercise surveillance over 
the conduct of the State, in that very one 
of its functions which it usually most 
jealously guards against intrusion—the 
organization of the national forces. Without 
fearing the relaxation of military discipline, 
they have their civilian agents, their doc- 
tors, their inspectors in the midst of all the 
armies. They plant their volunteer organ- 
ization in the camp in which the inflexible 
will of a general, sending his soldiers to 
victory or death, reigns as the supreme law. 
One sees, then, that the work of the 
Sanitary Commission is interesting, not 
simply as a work of patriotic charity; it 
deserves also to be studied with attention 
as one of the most curious results of indi- 
vidual intiative.” 

Of the share of the women in originating 
and carrying on the work of the Commis- 
_ sion—the writer says: 


~~ 





—_—- 


‘“The honor of having given the first 
impulse to this national work, belongs to 
the American women. The war had hardly 
begun when ladies’ societies were formed 
in all parts of the Union, to aid the soldiers 
who responded to the President’s call. Con- 
fused, naturally enough, by the rising tu- 
mult of the revolution, the female relatives 
and friends of the volunteers did not very 
well know how to act. They work some- 
what at random, without any systematic 
combination of their efforts. * * iy 

In a few days after the fall of Fort Sumter, 
before the civil war, which was destined to 
prove so sanguinary, had cost a single life, 
the American women were on foot in all parts 
of the Union, proving the sincerity of their 
patriotism by the abundance of their gifts. 
Most of the politicians at the North affect- 
ed to see in the rebellion, but an unimport- 
ant rising. Mr. Seward himself looked for 


| its repression in ninety days; but the 


women, as if warned by a prophetic in- 
stinct, were preparing patiently for long 
years of struggle, of suffering, and of an- 
guish, 

* * * The accredited agents of the 
Commission with each corps are bound to 
make no distinction between soldiers from 
Massachusetts and those from Illinois; be- 
tween Native Americans and emigrants from 
the old world, between whites and blacks; 
on the battle-field they have to refuse to 
see in the wounded they pick up and 
nurse, either unionists or rebels. Of all 
the nurses provided by the Commission, 
those who best understand the mission of 
universal charity, on which they are sent, 
the most devoted, the most conscientious, 
the most beloved by the sick, are certainly 
the women. Many of them, following the 
example given during the Crimean war by 
the excellent Miss Nightingale, have bid 
adieu to all attractions of happy homes, 
and of refined and elegant life, to conse- 
crate themselves to the service of military 
hospitals and ambulances. They prove by 
their acts that it is not only anxiety about 
their own salvation that can enable one to 
breathe without repugnance the tainted 
atmosphere of an hospital. An ardent love 
of country, and a profound sentiment of 
the fraternity of the human race, are all 
that are needed to make their devotion 
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easy; modest heroines of tenderness and 
of grace, they fulfill their mission with a 
joyous enthusiasm and simplicity which 
charms all hearts. When the war shall 
have ceased to desolate the United States, 
thousands of soldiers of the two hostile 
armies, will remember with emotion the 
care these women have bestowed on them.” 

The article then enters at some length 
into an account of the organization of the 
Commission, and its manner of working, 
and gives a number of details of the results 
it has accomplished, and then makes the 
following remarks apon its peculiarly 
American character: 

‘*One sees that the Sanitary Commission 
is a peculiarly American institution. 
There is no doubt the chiefs of the 
various European armies would not 
tolerate at any price the formation of a 
free society of hospitallers, charging itself 
with the duty, not only of taking care of 
the sick and wounded, but of making army 
censuses; obtaining transportation for the 
soldiers; pursuing deserters;* examining 
the cause of punishments inflicted, and de- 
fending the interests of the troops, not 
only against speculators, but even in case 
of need, against the Government itself. In 
England, not less than on the Continent, 
any association of individuals putting for- 
ward any such pretensions, would certainly 
be accused of madness or wickedness. So 
true it is, that American manners owe their 
peculiarities rather to the long enjoyment of 
free institutions than to the Anglo Saxon or- 
igin of the people. After that terrible Cri- 
mean winter, during which the English 
troops lost one-half of their effective force, 
the British Government decided, it is true, 
to appoint a Sanitary Commission, in order 
to save the remains of its army, which 
threatened to melt away entirely; but that 
Commission had to confine itself to the re- 
organization of the medical department, 
and the recommendation of hygeinic pre- 
cautions. The European work which most 
resembles that of the American patriots, is 
that of the international association of 
nurses, established at Geneva, by M. Henri 
Dunant. Under certain aspects, the enter- 





* This is of course an error of the writer; the Com- 
mission charges itself with no such duty,—[Eds-] 


| derstood? 
| ments, approvals, more or less vague, from 





prise set on foot by this noble-hearted man 
is, perhaps, greater and more humane 
than that of the American Sanitary Com- 
mission, for it rises above the narrow con- 
siderations of local patriotism, and hoists 
the flag of universal charity over all armies 
engaged in mutual slaughter; but does not 


| this International Association of Relief, by 
| the very extent of the plan which it traces 


out for itself, condemn itself to be misun- 
It has had official encourage- 


various crowned heads, in abundance, but 
unfortunately it has not yet reeeived the all- 
powerful support of popular enthusiasm.”’ 





SCENES AND INCIDENTS. 
ARMY OF THE PoTOMAC, June, 1864. ~ 


Two men are before me. One of a ner- 
vous, irritable temperament, with a slight 
wound. His wife and family will be troub- 
led, his life is in danger, he must go home, ~ 
he must have somebody to wait on him, he 
is fretful. It is his first hospital experi- 
ence; his first sickness from home. He 
will fall into line in a day or two, and be 
more cheerful. The example of brave men 
about him will arouse his better nature, 
and he will overcome his irritation. 

Another is a veteran. Has seen battles, 
fought in them, been in hospitals. before. — 
He has both legs amputated above the 
knees. Look at him. He is sitting up in 
his blanket, with a basin of water at his 
side and a sponge in each hand, pressing 
the water in little drops from the sponge 
on his stumps, to soften the-dressings and 
have them ready for the surgeon to re- 
move. He turns upon his axis from side . 
to side, wets his sponges, laughs at his © 
stumps, calls them ‘‘ bully,” and only wishes 
that he had two good wooden ones, that 
he might be ‘‘on to Richmond.” 


A YOUNG IRISH SOLDIER FROM PENNSYL- 
VANTA. 


Says one of the Relief Agents: ‘‘As I sat 
in my room after the labors at the hospital, 
there was a modest rap at the door., I 
opened, and an Irish boy leaned against 
the post supporting one arm with the op- 
posite hand. His only clothing, pants and 
shirt, were dusty and worn. He had nei- 
ther hat nor shoes, and had walked eleven 
miles from the field. The sweat of battle was 
still on his brow; a ball from the foe had 
penetrated his shoulder, and the pain of 
the wound was severe. In a tremulous 
voice he said, ‘‘ Please, sir, can I get some- 
thing to eat?” Hungry and his rations 
gone, he was taken in and fed. His ward- 
robe tattered and lost, he was clothed and 
comforted. Wounded and suffering, he was 
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bound up and restored. The good that 
was done to the boy was something; the 
good to me went as deep as my heart. The 
good in this work is imparted, but there is 
more of it received. ‘Itis more blessed 
to give than to receive.’” 


A LAD FROM MAINE. 


He was just fifteen. Two of his brothers 
had fallen in battle; one was still left, un- 
less he too had fallen recently. This boy 
was wounded in the hand, the left ear, and 
through the left thigh; the ball had broken 
the bone and cut the femoral artery. The 
boy was a lovely one, of delicate frame, fair 
hair, sweet soft voice, and innocent expres- 
sion. One evening he had a severe hem- 
orrhage, and the surgeon determined to 
amputate. He beckoned to me, and said, 
*“They are going to take off my leg; stand 
by me all the time; pray for me too.” 
Chloroform was administered, and the sur- 
geons gathered around. Upon renewing 
the examination, it was determined not to 


amputate, as there was no chance for his | 


life. The influence of the chloroform pass- 
ed away, and his first inquiry was, ‘Is it 
off yet?” He found it was not, learned 


the reason, and looking solemnly in my | 
face and raising his hand, said: ‘‘ Will you | 


pray for me, pray for me, and when I am 


dead do not bury me in a blanket. Put me | 


in a box, as my mother would do. Let it 
be done right.” In a few hours he was 
sleeping in the arms of death. His rest- 
ing-place is with his comrades. His coun- 
try has had the baptism of his young blood, 
and to the cause of human freedom he has 
sacrificed his life. 


THE UNKNOWN. 


While upon the wharf recently at Fort- 
ress Monroe, a gentleman came to me and 
asked if it would be possible for him to ex- 
amine the records of the medical depart- 
ment, that he might possibly find the name 
of a relative, who had not been heard of 
since the. peninsular campaign of 1862. 
He was directed to the proper office, 
searched and found the name of the young 
man as having been in an hospital, &c., 
but the time and place of his burial he 
could not discover. In the wanderings 
and searchings of this gentleman among 
the graves of soldiers in different places on 
the peninsular he was unable to find any 
trace of the resting place of his relative. 
He saw, however, here and there written 
on the little head-boards ‘‘ unknown;” and 
conscious that he for whom he sought was 
among them, he gave up the search as 
hopeless. Conversing together on the sad 
feelings which have beclouded many a 
home since the war began, and participat- 
ing himself to some extent in the same 
afflictive dispensation, he wrote the follow- 
ing lines, and presented them to me. 





THE UNKNOWN. 


Unknown! and this sad word records the fame 

Of one whose breast received the foeman’s steel 
On his unconscious form; no mark, no name, 

Told of the dear one’s home, who still shall kneel 
And supplicate for him a father’s throne; 

He died in stranger arms—he died unknown. 


Unknown to her his death, and she will try — 
With breaking heart to solve the mystery. 
“Absent ’thout leave,’’ will be the curt reply, 

And darker still the inference may lie 
All near his name. One Iam proud to own 
Has this record, for he too died unknown. 


Unknown defenders of our country’s life 
We bare our heads, and to thee bend the knee; 
Our faith looks up, beyond this fearful strife, 
Into the realms of blest eternity, 
Where through the merits of our Christ alone 
Blood-washed are ye, who here have died unknown. 


KINDNESS. 


While examining a fearful wound in a 
young soldier in one of the hospitals the 
other day, I was astonished at the rapid 
progress towards recovery, as well as at the 
patient’s unusually vigorous condition, con- 
sidering the nature of the wound—a com- 
pound fracture in the upper third of the 
right thigh. The following statement which 
he gave me accounts for this man’s good 
fortune: He was wounded while in the 
skirmish line the 3d of June, at Coal Har- 
bor, Va. His comrades had him carefully 
conveyed to the rear, and as soon as per- 
mission could be obtained after the battle, 
eight of those comrades undertook the task 

‘of transporting him on a litter, borne upon 
their own shoulders, from Coal Harbor to 
Whitehouse, 22 miles by the road they 
traveled. Carefully they kept step as they 
went onward to the new base for the trans- 
ports, and when they reached the hospital 
poat in the Pamunkey River the field litter 
and its precious burden were deposited 
without having been jostled or the wounded 
parts injured. The physicians promised 
that the noble object of this tender care 
should be transported to the hospital wharf 
at Washington, and from thence to some 
general hospital, without being disturbed 
from the carefully prepared bed upon 
which he had been brought from the bat- 
tle-field. The pledge has been fulfilled, 
and if those affectionate comrades live to 
reach Jefferson County, N. Y., again, there 


| is reason to believe they will find there the 


noble man who was borne upon their 
shoulders from Coal Harbor to the White 
House. — H. 


A SOLDIER’S SUBSCRIPTION. 


One little incident should be mentioned 
here which happened recently. A soldier 
handed us $2 to be presented as a donation 
to the Commission. Reason, he had been 
taken good care of in a hospital by one or 
more of the agents there. Furthermore, 
he gives $2 every month, and intends to do 
so. The suffering soldier will ever be the 
best witness as to who helps him most. 
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The thin shirts and drawers issued in 
such large quantities for a few days past, 
are just the thing. It is really refreshing 
to see the wounded men in the tents and 
all those who are able to hobble about, 
sporting thin white clothing, in place of 
those cruel, hot, dirty flannels. 





ANTI-SCORBUTICS. 


Our readers may be pleased to see the 
following extracts from the Commission’s 
Journal, kept at City Point, together with 
a few testimonial letters, indicating what 
we are doing in supplying the army with 
anti-scorbutic food. 

On the 6th Dr. Douglas sent from City 
Point to the front 1,150 bbls. of vegetables, 
and 8,000 heads of cabbages, not less than 
one-half of which constituted the Commis- 
sion’s part of the cargo of the ‘‘ Belvi- 
dere,” sent from New York by the Onion 
Fund Committee, under the direction of G. 
W. Blunt and Captain Charles G. Mar- 
shall. 

As we write (July 8th) three Commission 
steamers are loading with vegetables, and 
will leave to-morrow. 

City PoInT, VA., June 28, 1864. 

Capt. Harris’ teams are loading up to- 
day for the Point, with large quantities of 
saur kraut, curry, pickles and dried apples; 
there has been, perhaps, one loaded with 
an assortment. There are 16 or 17 wagons. 

The troops in the vicinity and the army 
in front too are beginning to smell out our 
stores of anti-scorbutics. Ten barrels of 
saur kraut were issued at the end of our gang 
plank yesterday, in small quantities. It 
seems to please the soldiers like a thanks- 
giving dinner. Hard tack and salt pork 
and beef will not satisfy the stomach for 
month after month, much less palate; these 
articles are here at the right time: 


ee 


June 29, 1864. 
Two wagon loads of fresh vegetables went 
to the front this P. M.; cabbages, radishes, 
beans, peas, &c., to the 9th Army Corps, 
20 barrels. . 
The Commission is now doing splendid 
work in the front; it may now pour in a 


stream of its supplies into the very trenches | 
Those who come in say that | 


in front. 
fresh and pickled vegetables are what are 
most needed among our famishing men. 

7 o’clock, P. M. Wagons are still load- 
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ing up with saur kraut, fresh vegetables, 
ale, &c. The bees in the hive are hard 
at work, but we need more. 


July 1st, 1864. 

The following order was issued by Major 
Gen. Hancock, a copy of which was receiy- 
ed here to-day: 


_Heap-QuaRTeRrs, 2d Army CoRPs, | \ 
July 1, 1864. 
Special ovabes,’ No. 170. 


EXTRACT. 
The Sanitary Commission having turned 
over for the use of the troops of this Corps~ 
140 boxes tomatoes, (about 4,000. Ibs. ,)} 
19 boxes lemons, 
5 bbls. pickled onions, 
320 lbs. chewing tobacco, 
they will be distributed, under the direc- 
tion of the Chief Commissary of the Corps, 
only to the men of the different divisions 
and artillery now occupying the line of 
works. 
By order of Major-Gen. Hancock, 
W. P. Witson, 
A. Ass’t Adj’t Gen’l. 
Dr. Smith delivered the above goods di- 
rectly to Gen. Hancock, who expressed 
himself as greatly gratified, and immedi- 
ately issued the above order. 


July 2, 1864. 

Messrs. Judd and Smith returned this 
A. M. Mr. Judd reports that he delivered 
his five loads in person, taking regiment 
by regiment. He went along the trenches 
of the 18th Corps, settled his business with 
each commander of a regiment, met with a 
cordial reception by the rank and file, and 
had the satisfaction to know that his goods 
were in a way to reach 19,000 men. 

- His mission was entirely successful. He 
was some of the time under fire, and much 
exposed to danger. 

Early in the evening an examination was 
made to see how much of the anti-scorbu- 
tic stock could be made out for the army. 
It was found that there was at hand, pro- 
vided transportation could be obtained, 


400 barrels pickles, 

125 ‘* pickled onions, 
98 ‘* fresh onions, 
60 ‘£ potatoes, 

75 ‘* dried apples. 


758 total barrels, 
and 90 boxes lemons. 
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Dr. Douglas and Dr. McDonald have just 
returned from a visit to Gen. Grant. The 
General will furnish transportation to-mor- 
row morning, and proceed with this stock 
immediately to the trenches. It will take, 
if carried 6 bbls. to a load, with lemons 
scattered through, about 125 teams. 


July 3, 1864, 
Mr. De Long reports that five Sanitary 
Commission wagons were loaded. 
72 boxes tomatoes, 


24 ‘* chicken, 
228 Ibs. chocolate, 
72 cans peaches, 
epuue 4) Dears, 
12 boxes sherry, 
Oa eees) SDXULLKS 


1 sheep and 100 Ibs. ice. 
Also, 1 wagon for 9th Army Corps, and five 
for the different Relief Agents, making a 
total of eleven wagons. 

One ought to see the boys who came up 
from the front out of the trenches ‘pitch 
into” the acids, such as saur kraut and pick- 
les. It reminds one of Dr. Kane’s party 
in the arctic regions, who having been a 
long time without food, ‘‘gobbled up” 
raw seal and walrus, even while the life- 
currents were yet flowing. The boys are 
frantic for acids. 

The following are the stores ordered by 
Lieut.-Col. R. M. Morgan, Chief Commis- 
sary: 

400 barrels pickled cucumbers, 


122 ‘ pickled onions, 
94  ‘ fresh onions, 
d4 “ potatoes, 

73 ** dried apples, 

743 barrels. 


89 boxes lemons. 

The above are equivalent to about 120 
wagon loads. Highteen of the Commission 
men will go with them to the trenches this 
P. M., and be assigned in squads to the 
respective corps to aid the Government in 
the distribution, and to act asa corps of 
observation. 


City Point, July 3, 1864. 
Mr, KNAPP: 


Dear Sir—We sent to the army day be- 
fore yesterday about twenty-five tons of 
supplies. Among them were 11,000 lbs. of 
tomatoes and 800 lbs. of tobacco. 


We send to-day 800 bbls. and boxes of 
vegetables, pickled and fresh. They are 
distributed through the Commissaries of 
Divisions, as being the most expeditious 
and sure way of doing the work. General 
Grant finds us the transportation. The 
articles are now being loaded on the cars. 
They will be delivered at the farther end 
of the railway to Division Commissaries. 
We expect that they will be in the posses- 
sion of the soldiers to-morrow morning. 
Every corps in all its appointments will be 
reached speedily in this army. 

Yours, truly, 
(Signed,) J. H. Dovauas. 


Extract from a letter dated near Peters- 
burg, June 29, 1864: 

Dr. Doveuas: 

Dear Srzx.—Twelve barrels each of kraut 
and dried apples were turned over to me 
last evening for the 9th Army Corps. I 
saw Generals Burnside and Parks, also the 
chief of the Commissary Department, Col. 
Coles, who will with myself see that it is 
sent to the trenches this day. 

General Burnside called on me night be- 
fore last. Iwas not at home, but I was 
told that he expressed himself as more 
than satisfied with the labors of the Com- 
mission in ameliorating the condition of 
his command. 

Other Generals have told me thas two 
days that the donations of apples, pickles, 
ale, &c., to the men in the trenches, have 
made a perceptible improvement in their 
condition; and General Hurteaudft, of the 
3d Division, pointed to a man who he be- 
lieved had been saved to the service by the 
Bice aid. | 

Now with this evidence and kindly feel- 
ing manifested, I am stimulated to exer- 
tion for those in front, to prevent sickness 
by some addition to the present ‘‘ rations,” 
in the form of acid fruits and pickles, and 
very, very much will have been done. 
Dried apples, pickled onions, canned to- 
matoes and kraut, in the order named, I be- 
lieve the best. 

Most respectfully yours, 
N. C. Srevens. 


June 30, 1864. * 
Dr. DOUGLAS: 


Dear Sre.—I went to headquarters last 
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evening, and the officers declined using any 
of the vegetables, saying that the men in 
the trenches needed them more than they 
do, and that they did not have the resour- 
ces they had. They say, take care of the 
men in the trenches. Indications of scurvy 
are beginning to be developed, which will 
be counteracted by prompt aid from aunti- 
scorbutics. In conference with three of 
the Medical Directors of the Corps, it was 
thought that canned tomatoes were the 
most convenient form of vegetables that 
could be used, as they need no cooking, 
and one box of 2 Ibs. will give a mess to six 
persons. Next pickles, kraut and vegeta- 
bles. Vegetables are so perishable, that if 
not used while fresh, they are not worth 
much. Send anything your wisdom may 
suggest. Jassure you it will be most hear- 
tily appreciated by officers and men. 
Yours, in haste, 
N. C. STEVENS. 


Copy of a letter from Major-General 
Smith: 


HEADQUARTERS 18TH ARMY CORPS, 
IN THE FIELD, NEAR PETERSBURG, 
July 1, 1864. 
To Dr. J. H. Douauas, 


Associate Sec’y Sanitary Com’n: 
Dzar Str—The supplies kindly forward- 
ed by you from the Sanitary Commission 


have been received at these headquarters, 


and willat once be distributed as requested. 

The Major-General commanding the 
Corps desires me to express to you his ap- 
preciation of this donation to his command 
by the Commission you represent, and to 
say that there perhaps has never been a 
time when they could be of greater benefit, 
or that their want has been more felt by 
the troops. 

He also desires me to express to you, and 
through you to the Commission you repre- 
sent, his thanks for the interest they have 
ever shown for the welfare and well-being 
of the troops in the field, and his appreci- 
ation of the work in which they are engag- 
ed and the labors they have performed. 

I am, dear sir, yours very truly, &c., 


Wm. RusseEu, JR., 
Major and Ass’t Adj’t Gen’l. 


HEADQUARTERS, 3D Div., 6TH A. C., 
June 27, 1864. 
SURGEON R. Barr, 


Surgeon in Chief 3d Div., 6th Corps: 
Srr—Please present my best thanks to 


Dr. Steiner, Chief Inspector Sanitary Com- 
mission, and Mr. Blazier, agent for the 6th 
Corps, for the very acceptable and liberal 
donation of two wagon loads of anti-scor- 
butics to this Division; and while I am 
grateful on the score of health, the men 
feel this tangible proof of the benefits of 
the Commission. 
Very respectfully, 


JAMES B. RICKETTS, 
Brigadier General. 


Hospital, 3D Div., 6TH CORPS, 
” June 27, 1864. 


Mr. Buazier, Agent U.S. S. C.: 

I take great pleasure in acknowledging 
the receipt of the Sanitary Stores furnish- 
ed recently for the use of the men of this 
Division. It is the opinion of the Com- 
manding General Ricketts, that great good 
is done by this one issue of vegetables to 
the troops under his command. . I feel sat- 
isfied myself that a judicious and timely 
supply of such articles will go far to restore 
that healthy condition of system which can 
only be maintained by such means. If 
such articles as we have received can be 
supplied again, while the troops remain 
quiet, I will see they are brought fore 
and promptly distributed. 

Let me return you my sincere thanks 
for the great good done, and to say nothing 
has ever been more welcome to the men, | 
for which they feel truly thankful. 

R. Barr, + 
Surgeon in Chief, 3d Div., 6th Corps. 


HEADQUARTERS, BIRNEY’ s Drv., 2D CoRPs, 
July 4, 1864. 
Dr. DouGLas, 


U0. S. Sanitary Commission: 

Dear Str—-It affords me pleasure to -ac- 
knowledge the extensive benefit derived to 
the sick and wounded of the 3d Division, 
2d Corps, since crossing the James River. 


Whilst the Medical Department of the 


army has furnished us promptly and in 
abundance all needful surgical and medical 
supplies, with many extras, in fact to the 
full amount of transportation allowed to 
our department, the timely addition of such 
supplies as we have received from the San- 
itary Commission, into which all local, 
‘‘State Relief,’ or other divided effort 
should be merged, has added vastly to the 
comfort and welfare of the soldiers who 
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have passed from the front through the 
hospitals to the rear. That a whole peo- 
ple should organize themselves into a 
grand voluntary benevolent society, as our 
people have done through the Sanitary 
Commission, is no less a wonder to the 
world than the other events of transpired 
history. 
' From my own observation of the supe- 
rior working of the Sanitary Commission, 
owing to its organization and superior 
facilities, I have only to regret that all the 
supplies of materials donated by the peo- 
_ ple for the army are not distributed through 
your agency. 
I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 


ALPHEUS EVERTS, 
Surg. 20th Ind. V..V., and Chief of 3d Div., 2d Corps. 


As we go to press we receive the follow- 
ing letters from Maj. Gen. Burnside and 
the Surgeons and Chaplains of 9th Army 
Corps; also, one from Dr. Douglas to Lieut. 
Gen. Grant, accompanying transmission of 
vegetables shipped on the ‘‘ Belvidere,” 
from New York. 


M HEAD-QUARTERS, 9TH A. C., 
CAMP BEFORE PETERSBURG. VA., 
Juy ist, 1864. 


Str—It gives me great pleasure to ac- 
knowledge herewith the receipt of an issue 
of vegetables for my command, contributed 
by the Sanitary Commission. 

My command is already indebted to you 
for several issues of vegetables and anti- 
scorbutics, and I cannot let this opportu- 
nity pass without expressing my sincere 
thanks and appreciation of the value of the 
services which your Commission has so 
generously rendered. 

I am sir, very respectfully, 


A. E. Burnsrpz, 
Major General. 


FIELD HosPiTaL, 9TH ARMY CORPS, 
NEAR PETERSBURG, VA., 
July 2d, 1864. 


Dr. J. H. Dovuauas, 
Associate Secretary U. S. Sanitary Commission: 


Str—As Surgeons and Chaplains of the 
9th Army Corps, it gives us great pleasure 
to acknowledge to you and to the many 
friends of the Sanitary Commission our 
great indebtedness to this Commission dur- 
ing the present campaign, for the supply 
of numerous articles so essential to the 


comfort of the sick and wounded, demon- 
strating the exceeding value of this charity. 

It affords us unqualified pleasure to bear 
testimony to the energy and faithfulness 
of your Agent, Dr. N. C. Stevens, in dis- 
pensing the stores committed to his trust. 
.. Especially do we commend his judgment 
in the distribution of large quantities of 
anti-scorbutics to the men in the trenches, 
where the utility of such material is estab- 
lished in the prevention of sickness and the 
regulation of the system, rendering their 
recovery when wounded, more probable 
and speedy. 

We trust that the Commission will con- 
tinue its work in this direction, so favor- 
ably begun. 

Most respectfully yours, 


HoracE Lupinerton, Surg. 100th Pa. Vols., in charge 
1st Div., 9th A. C., Field Hospitals. 

JOHN W. Snow, Surgeon 35th Mass. Vols. 

J.O. MuLuEN, Surgeon 14th N. Y. Artillery. 

A. H. DsasHIELL, Chaplain 57th Mass. Inf. 

T. FLETCHER Oakes, Surg. 56th Mass., Ass. Surg. 
Hosp. 1st Div., 9th A. C. 

W. V. Waits, Surgeon 57th Mass. 

E. W. Morront, Asst. Surg. 59th Reg. Me. Vols. 

HorackE B. Durant, Asst. Surg. 100th Reg. Penn. V. 

Wiuuiam A. WEBSTER, Surg. 9th Reg. N. H. Vol. 

THEO. J. CoRist, Surg. 45th Reg. Penn. Vol. 

J. D. MiLwat, Surg. 3lst Reg. Me. Vol. 

SHERMAN CooPER, Surg.’ 6th Reg. N. H. Vol. 

RoBert T. PAINE, JR., Surgeon 2d Reg. N. Y. M. 

E. B. Prerce, Asst. Surgeon 17th Reg. Vt. Vol. 

H. M. G. Mriussen, Asst. Surg. 

E. G. MESSENGER, Asst. Surgeon Penn. Vol, 

CLARK ©. HaFTon, Surgeon 32d Reg. Me. Vol. 

H. S. B. Smiru, Asst. Surgeon 32d Reg. Me. Vol. 

J. S. Dowk, Chaplain 6th Reg. N. H. Vet. Vol. 

E. Z. Dyrorp, Chaplain 11th Reg. N. H. Vol. 

GEO. C. GRACEFOR, Chaplain 31st Reg. Me. Vol, 

Wo. A. Srart, Chaplain 58th Reg. Mass. Vol. 

Wn. R. D. Buackwoop, Surgeon 48th Reg. Penn. V. 

L. B. BecKLEy, Chaplain 48th Reg. Penn. Vol. 

L. W. Buss, Surgeon 51st Reg. N. Y. Vol. 

E. J. BonInE, Surgeon 2d Reg. Mich. Vet. Vol. 

S. S. Frencu, Surg. 2d Brig., 3d Div., 9th A. C. 

WILLs B. Fox, Surg. Ist Brig., 3d Div., 9th A. C. 

H. E. Smiru, Surgeon 27th Reg. Mich. Vol. 

D. E. Rounpy, Surgeon 37th Reg. Wis. Vol. 

W. E. SHuRLocK, Surgeon 51st Reg. Penn. Vet. V. 

A. F. WHeEwan, Surgeon Ist Reg. Mich. Sharp Sh. 

CHARLES E. Ames, Surgeon 60th Reg. Ohio Vol. 

Harrison H. Powers, Asst. Surg. 27th Reg. Mich.V. 

H. L. BUTTERFIELD, Surgeon 38th Reg. Wis. Vol. 

L. L. DooLitrLE, Surgeon 24th Reg. N. Y. Cay. 

JOSEPH JAMES, Chaplain 20th Reg. Mich. Vol. 

8. S. Huntine, Chaplain 27th Reg. Mich. Vol. 

J. D. BEVINE, Surgeon 17th Reg. Mich. Vol. 


” 


Ciry Pornt, Va., July 6, 1864. 
GENERAL: 


I have just received from New York an 
invoice of fresh vegetables, consisting of 
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four hundred and twenty (420) barrels of 
potatoes, and three hundred and fifty-four 
(354) barrels of onions, which the Sanitary 
Commission desire to have distributed 
among the men in the armies operating 
before Richmond. 

I have the honor of forwarding to you 
the accompanying letter from Mr. Blunt 
and Mr. Marshall, of New York, which has 
been placed in my hands, together with an 
invoice of vegetables sent on the steamer 
Belvidere, with those coming from the San- 
itary Commission. 

I respectfully request that these vegeta- 
bles, in all 1153 barrels and 7000 heads of 
cabbages, may be distributed among the 
men in these armies. 

The people at home send them to their 
brothers in the army, as an expression of 
their profound admiration and unbounded 
confidence. 

Very respectfully, 
“Your obedient Servant, 
J. H. Dovauas, M. D. 


Gen. Grant ordered Col Morgan, of his 
staff, to take charge of the goods. 

They were immediately loaded on the 
cars for the front. The condition of the 
vegetables seemed to be good. 





PRE-PAY YOUR LETTERS. 


We wish to call special attention to the 
necessity of pre-paying the full amount of 
postage on letters intended for soldiers. 
As will be seen by the accompanying com- 
munication from Mr. Kelly, and the circu- 
lar he has issued, no letters can be allowed 
to go to officers or soldiers in the field, un- 
less the entire postage is paid. No matter 
how valuable they may be, the postmaster 
has no discretionary power. The law in 
this respect is absolute, The entire post- 
age must be paid before letters are suffered 
to leave the nearest post-office for the front. 
More than this, if a fraction only of the 
amount due on a letter is pre-paid, double 
the remaining fraction must be paid when 
the letter is taken from the office. If the 
wife of a soldier, thinking her letter to her 
husband in the field with Sherman, is of 
single weight, happens to drop it into the 
office with only a single three cent stamp 
upon it, and it should be a grain heavier 
than half an ounce, the letter must lie in 
the office at Chattanooga until, not three, 
but six cents additional are paid for post- 
age due on it. It is not carried to the sol- 
dier in the regimental post-bag, and the op- 
portunity given him of paying the amount 


time ago was very large. 


due on seeing it, but he must be notified o 
the letter by the postmaster at Chattanooga, 
must answer the notification with the re- 
quisite postage, and then be obliged to 
wait days, and perhaps weeks, in his vari- 
ous movements before the letter can over- 
take him. Meanwhile, what anxiety and 
disappointment may have been endured by 
the wife and family at home, because of 
this carelessness or ignorance! 

There certainly can be no excuse for the 
failure of officers to pre-pay postage on let- 
ters to soldiers. It must come from gross 
carelessness and indifference. No one 
knows how many waiting and suffering men 
in hospitals and at home are longing for 
‘descriptive rolls” and ‘‘discharge papers,” 
which are lying with ‘‘ postage due” mark- 
ed upon them in some distant office. With 
so much good and so much eyil necessarily 
dependent upon so small a matter as an 
additional postage stamp or two, those 
writing to soldiers cannot be too careful 
to pre-pay the full amount of all their letters. 

The number of unpaid letters accumula- 
ted at Nashville and Chattanooga a short 
The Sanitary 
Commission has recently undertaken to 
discharge this debt of so many soldiers to 
the Government, and it cannot be doubted 
that the amount of comfort thus promoted, 
to say nothing of the material gain in real- 
ly valuable letters, will be proportionate to 
the hundreds of dollars expended. 


LovIsvILLE, Ky, May 20, 1874. 
Dr. J. S. NEWBERRY: The \ 

Dear Str—I am Special Agent of the 
Post Office Department for the Military 
Department, and have just returned from 
a tour of inspection to Chattanooga. I~ 
found at Nashville and Chattanooga quite 
an accumulation of mail for the soldiers 
under Gen. Sherman, detained for unpaid 
postage. 

Under his oath of office, the postmaster 
has no discretion; he cannot permit unpaid 
mail to pass from his possession without 
the money due is first paid. Both offices 
sent out notices to the front, but for some 
cause only a small proportion of this mail 
ever reaches the soldier. 

Under these circumstances I determined 
to appeal to that great charity with which 
you are connected, to add one other to its 
many claims upon the gratitude of the- 
army and the people, by paying these un- 
paid letters. 

It is needless for me to tell you what 
joy, what faith, what courage, you will 
thus be the means of imparting to many a 
war-worn soldier, by sending promptly 
forward the letter from wife or child, which, 
otherwise, would be left to await the tardy 
process of notification. . 

I am, very respectfully yours, 
Wan. L. Ketry. 
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POST OFFICE CIRCULAR. 

Surgeons in charge of hospitals, and offi- 
cers of posts and barracks, having occasion 
to address official communications to offi- 
cers and others in the field, will be careful 
to pre-pay in full the postage when intend- 
ed to be sent by mail. 

Failure to do so subjects such matter to 
double charges, and causes its detention at 
the post office until the persons addressed 
shall pay the amount due, and in many 
cases results in its total failure to reach its 

destination. 


Wm. L. Ketty, 
Special Agent P. O. Department, 
In charge of Mails, Military Division of the Miss. 
NASHVILLE, TENN., May 31, 1864. 
—Sanilary Reporter. 





THE SANITARY GARDENS AT 
CHATTANOOGA. 


None but those who have visited the 
South and have followed the course of our 
armies, can realize the desolation which this 
terrible war, now in progress, has brought 
upon the land, and especially upon the 
_ once fertile valley and pleasant homes of 
East Tennessee. Wherever the army has 
swept, a thunderbolt of just revenge, it has 
left behind it traces of its wrath in desola- 
ted, ruined homes—in houses burned to 
the ground, the two chimneys at either 
hand left standing like solemn upward 
pointing fingers, calling to God to look 
upon the misery that man’s evil passions 
have wrought—in fences torn down, trees 
uprooted, and in bare stubble-fields where 
once were rich harvests of grain and 
cotton. , : 

Chattanooga, situated in the midst of the 
valley,on the banks of the Tennessee, and 
surrounded by an amphitheatre of hills, was 
once noted for its beauty. Shady, carefully 
kept groves of ancient trees covered the 
hills and plains, and the houses were sur- 
rounded by gardens that bloomed with the 
most exquisite flowers. The plains around 
the houses were dotted with fine planta- 
tions, where were raised the magnificent 
crops for which East Tennessee is so justly 
celebrated. Now the plains are swept liter- 
ally bare, so that guns on Fort Wood can 
command the whole valley, from Mission 
Ridge around to Cameron Hill, and the town 
itself is reduced to an army post, hot, 
dusty, and swarming with soldiers. A walk 
in any direction brings you into a deserted 
camp, and you stumble over old shoes, 
ragged torn coats and rusty canteens, telling 
of where our soldiers lived, before follow- 
ing the universal custom of Yankees on the 
first of May, they ‘‘moved” in search of 
better quarters at Atlanta. But one thing 
redeems this sad picture of the havoc that 
war has made at Chattanooga, and that is 
the Sanitary Gardens, consisting of a hun- 
dred and fifty acres, given by Gen. Thomas 


555 


to the United States Sanitary Commission, 
to be cultivated for the benefit of the sick 
and wounded soldiers. These gardens lie 
along the banks of the Tennessee, about 
three quarters of a mile from the town, up 
the river. The only approach to them is 
across a narrow bridge over a little creek, 
and should you attempt to enter, an imper- — 
ative ‘‘halt” from the sentry with leveled 

bayonet, disagreeably reminds you that 
passes anywhere and everywhere and for all 
sorts of reasons, are the most essential 
things in Dixie. Once through that bar- 
rier, you find yourself upon a level plain, 

with long rows of onions, beets, turnips, 
parsnips, etc., stretching away from you on 
either hand—in one corner of the field you 
notice a detachment of Uncle Sam’s ‘‘ un- 
bleached American” children in their neat 
blue uniforms, hoeing away for dear life at 
the potatoes, as they never hoed before at 
‘¢ the cotton and the corn.” The hundred 
and fifty acres do not lie together, but are 
separated by a creek or arm of the river 
into different fields, so that Mr. Wills, the 
head gardener, has been able to separate 
his crops, taking one entire field for potatoes, 
another for corn, and still another for 
onions, ete. ‘The whole garden is now 
planted. Nearly in the centre of the gar- 
den is an Indian mound, so elevated above 
the plain, that, standing on its top, you 
can at a glance take in the whole magnifi- 
cent scenery. At your left lies the blue 
Tennessee, glittering out from beyond Mis- 
sion Ridge, and winding through the val- 
ley to the base of Lookout, tangling the 
hills in a silver braid; opposite, on the 
Ridge, is that fatal cornfield where Sher- 
man fought so long and so well, and the 
heights our brave men stormed and won, 
and farther on towards the right stands old 
Lookout, a great sentinel, visible for miles 
away. The sides of this beautiful mound 
are now green with lettuce, radishes, mus- 
tard, etce., but when these are gone the 
mound will be a fragrant bouquet of flowers 
from foot to summit. In the centre of the 

level space on the top is a tent with rustic 
seats around, and the Sanitary Commission 
propose to give Cleveland the honor of 
placing a Union flag over the tent, an em- 

blem of the benevolence as well as the 

patriotism of the loyal North. Near the. 
mound are the tents and accommodations 

for the workmen and feams. Besides a 

large force permanently employed, Mr. 

M. C. Read, of Hudson, the Agent of the 

Commission, to whom the success of the 
gardens is chiefly due, has obtained from 
the Government one company to be station- 

ed there as guards, and also a company 
from one of the colored regiments to assist 

in cultivating. He employs from twenty 

to thirty horses and mules in ploughing 

and teaming. Every day ambulances from 

the various hospitals are sent to the gar- 
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dens, and return laden with the bounties 
nature so readily yields to a willing, indus- 
trious hand. Already hundreds of bushels 
of lettuce and other greens have been given 
to the hospitals at Chattanooga and on 
Lookout, and should the abundant harvests 
that are now promised grow to a reality, 
there will be vegetables enough to supply 
all the hospitals at that point during the 
coming summer and fall. Early in April, 
_Mr. Read discovered four fine vineyards 
along the line of the railroad beyond Mis- 
sion Ridge, and on application to General 
Thomas, they were confiscated, and placed 
at his control. The vines are cultivated on 
short poles, and when I saw them a few 
weeks ago, the grapes were set in large 
quantities. How refreshing to our suffer- 
ing soldiers, who have lain for nearly three 
months in crowded wards under the burn- 
ing Southern sun, will be this delicious 
fruit next fall! For, sad to say, it takes 
months for a wound to heal, and the pa- 
tience of a soldier must be even greater 
than his bravery. 
This rambling letter will, I fear, give you 
a@ very inadequate idea of the beauty and 
usefulness of the Sanitary gardens at Chat- 
tanooga; but I send it in the hope, that 
from it your numerous readers will be able 
to judge, in some measure, of the noble 
work of the U. S. Sanitary Commission 
there. The gardens are but a single depart- 
ment of this work, and if I have not wearied 
you too much with this letter, I hope to 


have the opportunity of giving you some 


account of the Commission in connection 
with the hospitals, and with the battles 
which have recently taken place at Buz- 
zard’s Roost, Resaca, and elsewhere—Cleve- 
land Herald. 





TESTIMONY OF SURGEON HART. 


The Soldier’s Aid Society, Northern 
Ohio, is the Cleaveland Branch of the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission. 

GENERAL FIELD HOSPITAL, Gi Aeans abit 


OF THE CUMBERLAND, RESACA, Ga., June 16. 
Secretary Soldiers’ Aid Society, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Surrounded as I am upon every side by 
the generous gifts of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion to our wounded soldiers, marked 
‘** Soldiers’ Aid Society, Northern Ohio,” 
it occurs to me that perhaps no word of en- 
couragement has gone back to you in ac- 
knowledgment of the large disbursements 
of your noble charity at this point, and of 
the invaluable contributions you have made 
to the comfort of the wounded. 

This hospital is the largest field hospital 
in the department, and has one hundred 
hospital tents, with cots and appliances to 
match, and after the battle of Resaca, a 
month since, received over three thousand 
wounded. Under the efficient manage- 


ment of Surgeon M. C. Wadsworth, of 
Warren, Ohio, the straggling materials 
from which the organization of nurses and 
attendants had to be made up, were speed- 
ily reduced to complete order and efficien- 
cy. Seldom do our wounded receive so 
careful attendance and nursing immedi- | 
ately after a great battle as have been fur- 
nished them at this hospital, and their fre- 
quent expressions of satisfaction with the 
care given them, would go far to dispel 
dread often felt at home at the word Hos- 
pital. As fast as cars could be furnished, 
the cases admitting of removal were sent 
back by railroad, as in most instances box 
cars had to be employed. ‘They were made 
as clean as possible, and hay plentifully 
supplied. In hundreds of cases the patient 
was placed in the car in his cot, and in that 
manner sent safely and comfortably. In 
every instance a surgeon accompanied the 
train to Chattanooga, with nurses, food, 
stimulants and medicines, while the Sani- 
tary Commission furnished hot coffee 
and refreshments at Dalton whenever 
needed. . . 

The sanitary stores here are in opree of 
Dr. E. C. Warren, Sanitary Inspector, who 
has also labored as surgeon among the 
wounded. By far the largest part of the 
supplies, and especially of the clothing, 
came marked as the contributions of your 
society. Without them no effort of the 
surgeons could have rendered the wounded 
comfortable. This has been the source of 
our bountiful supply of milk, which I think 
one of the first blessings to the wounded, 
after shelter and a comfortable bed. Most 
of our extract of beef, which is indis- 
pensible necessity in our circumstances, 
they have furnished. Also a large amount 
of dried fruits of all kinds, apples, peaches, 
pears, blackberries, cherries, &c., and 
canned fruits in every variety. Then all 
our choice stimulants—cherry brandy, do- 
mestic wines, &c. Some of our patients - 
live for days on little else than the ale re- 
ceived from the Commission. From the 
Sanitary Garden at Chattannoga we have 
had supplies of green peas, onions, salad 
and radishes. 

The larger part of our roller bandages, 
all our cloths for dressings, pads, hundreds 
of sheets, and drawers, socks, handker- 
chiefs, pillow-cases, dressing-gowns, these 
constitute but a part of the wounded sol- 
diers’ indebtedness to the Sanitary Com- 
mission. I particularly noticed a large in- 
voice of quilts from your society, received 
here just when the fly-blown blankets could 
not be endured another day, and one of the 
most timely of all of your favors. 

Attending to the wounded in one of the 
wards under my care one morning I was 
amused at the comments they made. Their 
breakfast had been made palatable with 
‘* Sanitary milk,” and they had just been 


* 
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furnished with clean shirts, drawers, sheets 


and handkerchiefs from sanitary supplies. 
Of this they were talking, and one of them, 
taking up a bush to keep off the flies, put 
on a comical, fault-finding look and tone, 
and exclaimed, ‘‘ Well, I’m sure those la- 
dies have sent us everything else we want, 
and I think they might have put in some 
Jans to keep us cool this hot weather.” 


Our army had only time to bury their 
dead and get the wounded to the hospitals 
when it was ordered to pursue the enemy. 
In many instances no opportunity was 
given for regimental officers or surgeons 
to make out lists of killed and wounded. 
The omission was supplied here as soon as 
possible by E. 8S. Tone, agent of the Sani- 
tary Commission, who went patiently over 
the extended line of battle, sought out the 
resting place of the dead, and made full 
records of the name and regiments of the 
fallen. He procured the lists of wounded 
from the records of the Division Hospitals. 
The lists thus obtained were, in many in- 
stances, the first reliable intelligence re- 
ceived by friends at home. 


One word as to the manner in which san- 
itary stores are expended, Do they go,to 
the objects intended by the donors? Here 
at least they have been faithfully expended. 
I shall not pretend that every article and 
item is applied to the best possible purpose, 
but if one of those noble women who make 
you the channel of their gifts to our wound- 
ed could attend in person to their distribu- 
tion, I feel assured she would need to be 
often checked by the surgeon in the libe- 
rality of her disbursements, lest the sight 
of the destitution all around should lead 
her to speédily exhaust her stores. 


Those whom you represent would feel 
themselves repaid for’their labor and self- 
denial could they fully know what suffer- 
ings are palliated, relieved or prevented 
through their efforts. 

Too high terms cannot be used in speak- 
ing of the patient endurance of the wound- 
ed. Their fortitude in their sufferings must 
be seen in order to be appreciated, and 
when every means we employ fail to bring 
relief to-day, the surgeon often secures 
patience and hope to his patient by the 
balm of to-morrow. 


In behalf of three thousand wounded 


soldiers of our army, Surgeon Woodworth | 


requests through you to thank the donors 
to the Sanitary Commission for the liberal 
and opportune supplies, which have enabled 
us to make them by far more comfortable 
than they could have been done had we re- 
lied exclusively upon the appliances fur- 
nished by the Government. 
Very truly yours, 
A. G. Hart, 
Surgeon 41st O. V. J. 





CAUSES OF MORTALITY IN THE MILI- 
TARY HOSPITALS—MEANS OF 
DIMINISHING IT. 


A large share of the Commission’s efforts, 
since the commencement of the present 
campaign, has been directed to the miti- 
gation of suffering and the saving of life in 
field and hospital, by timely and intelligent 
aid to badly wounded men, and especially 
to those compelled by the cruel necessities 
of war to be transported, often in rough 
and clumsy conveyances, with frequent 
shiftings and changes before reaching their 
destinations in an Army General Hospital. 
It is truly the period which elapses be- 
tween the soldier’s fall on the field ‘and his 
consignment to the hospital, that the real 
bitterness, the deep agony of war is crowd- 
ed. ‘The hardships of campaigning are no 


doubt great, but robust men—and those | 


who pass through the first two months are 
generally robust—can endure them, and 
often thrive under them; but where a man 
is struck down, with the hospital which is 
finally to shelter him, it may be, a hundred 
miles away in the rear, soldiering assumes 
an aspect to him which it never wore be- 
fore. 

The greatest amount of suffering and loss 
of life falls to the lot of those who have 
broken bones or wounded joints, especially 
of the lower limbs, for whom absolute quiet 
is the most needed remedy, and to whom 
every jar or motion involves anguish and 
danger, perhaps of lock-jaw or fatal inflam- 
mations. This sad necessity of transport- 
ing badly wounded men explains in a great 
degree the increased mortality of late in 
the military hospitals at Washington, and 
the unusual prevalence amongst the woun- 
ded of those fatal diseases tetanus and pyze- 
mia, which, with exhaustion from chronic 
diarrhea, seem to be the most frequent 
causes of death. 

The following extracts from letters from 
one of the medical members of the Com- 


mission, in daily conference with wounded 


soldiers, and their surgeons in hospitals 
and in transitu, will afford to our readers 
direct and reliable information as to their 
wants, and serve as a preface to a state- 
ment of the means which the Commissio 
is employing to relieve them, 


= 
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GENERAL CONDITION OF THE WOUNDED. 
WASHINGTON, June 16, 1864. 


In all the hospitals there is great atten- 
tion given to the wounded. ‘The special 
care which the stumps, compound fractures 
and severe wounds receive, is usually as 
complete as could be desired. But in al- 
most every ward are found patients whose 
vital powers are too low to permit the pro- 
gress of recuperative processes. This I 
will mention more particularly under the 
net of pyzmia, secondary hemorrhage, 

C. 


MorrTALiry. 


The death-rate is very high, and the 
causes are obvious; many of them are pre- 
ventible. Pyzemia, and excessive exhaus- 
tion [from long fatigue of transportation, 
from excessive suppuration, etc.,| are chief 
causes of the excessive mortality. Out of 
300 patients among latest arrivals from the 
Pamunkey, at a single hospital, 14 died 
within twenty-four hours. There is abund- 
ant evidence of inadequate care and sub- 
sistence of wounded men during their 
transportation. Some estimate of the suf- 
ferings endured in transportation, at the 
present time, may be formed from a re- 
mark just made to me by Dr. , sur- 
geon in charge of Hospital. He 
says: ‘‘On hearing some of these men 
speak of their sufferings while being trans- 
ported from the battle-fields, and in their 
trans-shipment, I confess I can scarcely re- 
strain myself from weeping.”’ 

The greatest sufferers are those. who 
have.compound fractures of the thigh. The 
means of support for such fractures are 
utterly inadequate. Drs. ‘ , and 
many hospital surgeons, bear testimony to 
the needless waste of life, and the terrible 
increase of suffering, in consequence of 
the want of adequate means for support 
and care of thigh fractures, and the severe 
wounds of the leg and knee. 

* * * * * 














Toe CLASSES AND SEVERITY OF WouNDs. 


The average grade of the severity of 
wounds now seen in the Hospitals of the 
Department of Washington is peculiarly 
severe, For example—in a hospital that 
I have visited this evening, there are 1,600 
patients; and among them have been seen 
107 compound fractures of the femur and 
42 severe injuries of the knee-joint. The 
number of amputated limbs in that hospital 
is not less than 225, 

Conservative surgery has a wide field in 
such hospitals, and when we note the 
death-rate, we intuitively judge that the 
proportion of limbs transported northward 
from the field, for the benefit of such con- 
servative treatment, is far too large. But 
this hasty judgment may be erroneous, for 


the surgeon in charge of the 107 broken 
femora and the 42 gun-shot knee wounds, 
says he hopes to save many of these men 
who have survived five days after arrival; 
yet he has seen 45 patients die in hospital — 
in a single day—nearly all from the exhaus- 
tion of transportation. — | . 
The fact respecting these severe wounds 
of the femur, &c., appears to be that there 
is an enormous waste of life and an amount 
of bodily anguish that cannot be describ- 
ed, that we may do much to prevent. I 
confess that until adequate means to this 
end are applied, my sleep at night will be 
disturbed by thoughts wpon the subject. 
Any successful efforts that may be put _ 
forth by surgeons or the Commission to at- 
tain the object I now mention, will be to me 
a cause of greater gratification than. the re- 
ception of any favors the world can bestow 
upon myself. ¥ 
You may judge that every surgeon in 
charge of the hospitals here urges that 
something be done quickly and effect- 
ively for improvement in the transporta- 
tion of patients who must be sent north- 


_ ward from the field with such wounds. - 


Our efforts to supply materials for splints, 
&@, are not in vain.* The zine will be at 
first most used, but the gypsum, and the 
board splint and litter for lashing both 
limbs and pelvis will be found more valua- 
ble. A large number of stout tin cans (3 
galls. each) have been sent forward to-day, 
filled with calcined gypsum, &c., Xe. . 

x * % x * 





€ SUGGESTIONS TO THOSE WHO PREPARE PROVISIONAL 


SPLINTS. 


As the object sought is to afford a suitable sup-. 
port to fractured limbs during transportation, it . 
may be desirable to. make the splints longer and 
stronger than would be necessary for patients in 
hospital. To add strength to the perforated zinc 
splint, the strips may -be doubled, or a light strip 
of wood may be applied externally in the direction 
of the shaft of the bone. The eut edges of the 
zinc may be pressed back by applying the back of 
the shears against the margin of the metal when 
resting upon the angle of a board or table. Angles 
in the splints may be made by cuts or by V’s in the 
margins. Fine oakum or old cloths may be used 
for padding. 

The firmness of the Gypsum Splints may readily 
‘be increased by increasing the number of thick- 
nesses of the saturated cloth. 


THE MODE OF APPLYING THE GYPSUM SPLINTS. 

The following plain directions have been suggest- 
ed by a surgeon who has had ample experience in 
their use: 

«*The limb is first shaven or slightly oiled; a piece of © 
old coarse washed muslin is next selected, of a size so 
that when folded about four thicknesses it is wide enough 
to envelop more than half of the circumference of the 
limb. The solution of plaster is then to be prepared. 
Fine, well dried, white plaster had better be selected, 
and before using, a small portion should be mixed with 
water in a spoon and allowed ‘‘to set,’’ with a view of 
ascertaining the length of time requisite for that process. 
If it is over five minutes, a small quantity of common 
salt had better be dissolved in the water before adding 
the plaster. The more salt added, the sooner will the 
plaster ‘‘set.”’ If delay be necessary, the addition of a - 
few drops of carpenter’s glue or mucilage will subserve 
that end, Equal parts of water and plaster are the best 


-in the hospitals here. 
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Py=MIA. 


This is the greatest source of mortality 
It is found. every- 
where, and is the greatest source of con- 
cern to allintelligent surgeons. * * * 
In this class of patients the powers of as- 
similation break down, and unless rallied 
before the initial chill, all chances of life 
are lost. For a certain class of such pa- 
tients the Sanitary Commission must sup- 
ply a pure brandy, and otherwise aid in 
providing special diet. 

Among the best informed surgeons, the 


opinion prevails that the only preventive 
measures that can be successfully adopted 


against this blood-poisoning, &c., which is 
termed pyemia, must be such as will for- 
tify the wounded man against morbid 
changes, and give him vigor and appetite, 
anti-scorbutic and appetizing diet, in short. 
And this is demanded in the field, in ambu- 
lances, and on transports, no less than in the 
General Hospitals. 
and fruits, and easily assimilated nourish- 
ment be always at hand for the wounded if 
we would hope to diminish the prevalence 
of pyzemia. 

* * * * * ‘ 


proportions. The plaster is sprinkled in the water and 
gradually mixed with it. The cloth, unfolded, is then 
immersed in the solution and well saturated; itis then 
to be quickly folded as before, arranged and laid on a flat 
surface, such as a board or a table, and smoothed once 
or twice with the hand in order to remove any irregu- 
larities of its surface, and then, with tke help of an as- 
sistant, applied to the posterior surface of the limb. The 


_ portion extending below the heel is turned up on the 


sole of the foot, and the sides folded over the dorsum 
and a fold made at the ankle on either side, and a roller 
bandage applied pretty firmly over all. The limb is then 
to be held in a proper position, (extension being made 
if necessary by the surgeon, ) until the plaster becomes 
hard, The time required in preparing the cloth, mixing 


" the plaster, and applying the casing to the limb, need 


not to take more than fifteen minutes. After the plaster 
is firm and the bandage removed, we will have a solid 
plaster of Paris case partially enveloping the limb, leay- 
ing a portion of its anterior surface exposed to view. If 
any swelling occurs, evaporating lotions can be applied 
to the exposed surface, and we can always easily deter- 
mine the relation of the fractured ends. If necessary, 
an interior splint made of the same material, can be ap- 
plied, and then both bound together with adhesive plas- 
ter, and if desirable a roller bandage over all. If the 


anterior splint is not used, two or three strips of adhe- ) 


Sive plaster, one inch wide, or bands of any kind, may 
be applied around the casing, and will serve to keep it 
firmly adjusted.”’ 

Ordinarily the gypsum and the water are mixed 
in equal proportions, but they may be varied to suit 
the manipulator. Very light and porous splint casts 
may be made by preparing the plaster paste, as 
follows: : 

Gypsum, 75 parts, by weight. — » 

Writer. 100 parts, + 

Starch, 13 to 2 parts, pe 
The starch to be boiled clear, in a small quantity 
of water. If the ‘‘setting” of the plaster is too 
slow, add a little salt. A small proportion of viscid 
starch tends to delay the ‘‘setting” of the plaster, 
and it may be used for that purpose instead of glue. 
After the strips of cloth are cut and all is ready, 
the application of the materials and the completion 
of the work need not occupy more than ten minutes. 
Fenestre or windows for drainage or for observa- 
tion may be provided beforehand, by cutting the 
proper apertures in the strips of cloth before im- 
mersing them in the plaster paste. : 


Let fresh vegetables. 


SECONDARY HEMORRHAGE. 


The frightful frequency and fatality of 
this accident is manifestly owing to patho- 
logical, or, rather to physiological causes, . 
which the best surgery cannot prevent. It 
results more from low vitality than from 
any fault of surgeons. The ligated arteries 
and the clot-plugs in them, in patients dy- 
ing of secondary hemorrhage, so far as I 
have examined, exhibit the evidences of de- 
generation, and the failure of reparative 
processes, simply a result of defective vi- 
tality and consequent delay of physiologi- 
cal repair in the wounded and ligated 
blood-vessel. 

Whatever we can do to keep up healthy 
nutrition and the vigor of wounded men 
before and during their treatment in hos- 
pital tends directly to diminish this fearful 
accident, which by a sudden gush termi- 
nates the life of the patient and the fondest 
hopes of the faithful surgeon. 


Low Virauiry—ADYN2Z=MIA. 
Many days usually intervene between the 


reception of the patient from the trans- 


ports and the beginning of recuperative 
processes in wounded parts. Secondary 
amputations of course do very badly in 
such conditions. In this period of low 
vitality from exhaustion, tetanus is daily 
occurring in the hospitals. 

TETANUS. 


The more I see of tetanus here the more 
evident it is that its prevention is peculiarly 


’ dependent upon the adequacy and faithful- 


ness of supply from the sanitary stores of 
the Sanitary Commission. Warm clothing, 
quilts and bedding, with more care of 
wounded parts, will diminish the frequen- 
cy of tetanus among the wounded. I see 
some cases daily. The number of cases 
rapidly diminishes with the general im- 
provement of the wounds. 

A certain per centage of cases of tetanus 
among such severe wounds may be inevita- 
ble, but the cold current of damp air, the 
exposure of the back, uncovered during 
transportation and in the ward; the want 
of sleep and want of digestive power, are 
among the conditions that the supplies and 
agencies of the Sanitary Commission most 
directly reach.* 

The regular returns will be made from 
all the hospitals, and next year it will be 
ascertained and reported that pyzemia, te- 
tanus, secondary hemorrhage, and fatal 





* Under the auspices of the Commission the dis- 
tinguished physiologist and physician, Dr. C. E. 
Brown-Séquard, was induced to visit Washington 
to lecture on tetanus and the effects on the nervous 
system of severe hemorrhage. The substance of 
the lecture,which was delivered on the 14th of June 
to a large body of the medical staff of the army and 
navy at the Smithsonian Institution, the Commis- 
sion is about to publish for distribution to medical 
officers, as one of its series of medical and surgical 
monographs. 
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diarrhea were very prevalent, and caused 
most of the deaths in the hospitals. But 
inadequate efforts will be made this year to 
remove, diminish, or anticipate the causes, 
The latter is a legitimate function of the 
- Sanitary Commission. 

* * x * * 

In reference to the second point, viz., 
improvement of the local atmosphere of 
wards, a barrel of carbolic acid has been 
received, and turned over to the proper 
officer for experimental use, in accordance 
with Prof. Gibbs’ suggestion that it prom- 
ises more than any other disinfecting agent. 
The result will be definitely noted. The 
Phenol Sodique, which the same person has 
distributed to the hospitals, is a weak solu- 
tion of crude carbolic acid, (15 per cent.,) 
and soda (8 per cent.) Prof. Gibbs’ sug- 
gestion made two years ago, to use carbolic 
acid upon the walls of wards, as a paint or 
wash, is worthy of trial. 

The fourth point—means of support for 
fractured limbs: 30 sheets of perforated 
zinc (7 feet by 10! inches,) with shears 
for cutting and fitting the metal, have been 
sent to the sanitary depot in front for 
splints; 3 bbls. of statuary plaster, coarse 
cotton cloth, etc., 1 ton of oakum; and to- 
day a quantity of fracture litters, sent after 
consultation, to Dr. and other ac- 
tive men in the Medical Staff. 

The importance of this subject is im- 
pressive and clear when studied in connec- 
tion with recent battle reports of the Med- 
ical Bureau. 

In 20,930 wounds, 749 were compound 
fractures of femur; and of this number 480 
were transported unamputated. 

Again, of the knee there are 242 wounds, 
and of these 188 were transported unam- 
putated. Of the leg, there were 948 gun- 
shot fractures, of which 650 remained un- 
amputated. There were at the same time, 
566 gunshot wounds in the lungs and tho- 
rax. 

The 1st Division, 6th Corps, in the Wil- 
derness, (Fredericksburg observations, ) had 
34 compound fractures of the thigh, living, 
20 amputations, and 14 transported unampu- 
tated. It has been found that any one of 
these transported fractures must be moved, 
off and on, (unless the bunk or bed goes 
with the sufterer,) at least 14 times before 
resting in a general hospital. Often the 
number of movements is much more! 
Very few of the wounded thighs and knees 
now and recently brought to Washington, 
have any supporting appliances: 

* * 





* 
WASHINGTON, June 23, 1864. 
My Dear Docror—Since I last wrote to 
you there have been several practical ques- 
tions examined in the hospitals here, with 
reference to improved means and more 
successful efforts to save life and mitigate 
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suffering. Let me briefly mention a few 
points which I think should be acted 
upon by the Executive Committee without 
delay. . 

How can the Commission aid in prevent- 
ing the present fearful rate of mortality from 
pyzemia in these hospitals? | 

Whatever we would successfully attempt 
for this purpose must be brought to bear 
before the fatal blood-poisoning and death 
of bone occur in the patient. 

I have just been examining the official 
report of some thirty deaths from pyzemia 
in a single hospital of 1,200 beds, and one 
of the best in the department. Nearly all 
of these have occurred since the Ist of 
June. All occurred in patients who had 
fractured or amputated bones. The greater 
proportion of the cases occurred in patients 
that had good chances of surviving, had not 
the malady here mentioned supervened. 

No medication nor care has yet saved 
a single life among the hundreds I have 
seen suffering from pyzemia. 

Declining all discussion of the histology 
and the causes of this fatal pest of the hos- 
pitals, let me say that good reasons exist 
for believing that the only available means 
of diminishing the prevalence of this acci- 
dent, (as it may justly be termed,) of the 
surgery and wounds of bone, are— 

Ist. Improvement of the diet of the 
patients from the hour of their becoming 
accessible to the Sanitary Commission on 
the field, in transports, and in hospitals. 

2d. Special means for improving th 
local atmosphere of the wards, etc.. in hos- 
pitals. 

3d. The establishment of hospitals at 
higher altitudes and in healthier localities. 

4th. By supplying more adequate mate- 
rial aid to the surgeons in the field for the 
support and care of fractured bones. 

To each of these four points I beg that 
the Commission give intelligent attention. . 

To the first, second and fourth, I am 
giving ciose attention; the third cannot be 
reached, except through the War Depart- 
ment and the Medical Bureau. But I 
know that Drs. Cuyler, McDougall, Hamlin, 
and the best ofticers of the Staff, hold 
the same views that I shall soon express to 
the Commission on this subject. 

Now, what can we do to meet the first 
want of the patients who are liable to the 
occurrence of pyzemia? We can do much.* 


* To insure the army a more varied diet when it 
should reach its new base on the James River,the fol- 
lowing anti-scorbutic stores were sent in May, from 
New York, and stored in Baltimore : 

4,291 galls. pickl’d tomatoes,| 4,162 galls. pickles, 
51,812 lbs. canned tomatoes, | 3,580 galls. pickl. onions, 
1,106 galls. curried cabbage, |12,060 lbs. apple pulp, 

671 bbls. dried apples, 2,400 boxes portable lem- 
15,168 galls. saur kraut, onade, 

In addition to the above, the following consign- 
ment of similar food, has thus far during June, 
(25th instant,) been sent to the Army in Virginia: 
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The Commission can at once procure 
and offer to the hospitals, a car load of 
fresh vegetables and the best fruits of the 
season, daily. 

Secondly, we may greatly improve the 
special diet of each hospital by systematiz- 
ing our special diet kitchens, and by giving, 
through those kitchens, the aid that is 
needed in the preparation and distribution 
of the fruits and the tabs i Gh al vege- 
tables. * 


WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 





OUR OPERATIONS IN GEORGIA. . 

Dr. Read writes to Dr. Newberry, from 
Chattanooga, June 2: 

Goods as needed, have been, with few 
exceptions, promptly furnished. 

Gen. Hooker and Gen. Schofield have 


each furnished one team, to be used under, 


the direction of the agents, connected with 
the respective corps, while the surgeons of 
the 4th and 14th corps, in charge of divis- 
_ ion hospitals, are furnished with orders on 
the storeroom at Acworth, and they send 
directly for such stores as they need. 

Goods distributed to the wounded the 
very hour they are brought from the battle- 
field, are much more highly appreciated by 
them and by their surgeons, than when 
given to them a week deter, at hospitals 
in the rear. 

I am not sure they do more good, only as 
they come when all is confusion—-come un- 
expectedly, and thus show, 

‘Tis not the extent of aid that stamps its worth, 
But the nice hour, at which that aid is bestowed.” 

As I passed on my return, the rooms we 
have occupied and vacated successively as 
the army advanced, I was more forcibly 
than ever impressed with the magnitude 
of our work. 

First, a storeroom and hospital at Ring- 
gold; then one at Dalton, from which 
goods in large quantities are taken to the 
field hospitals west of Resaca; then the 
wounded were moved to Resaca, and rooms 
opened there; soon the army passed on to 


73 bbls. potatoes, 
8 bbls. prunes, 
100 bbls. onions, 

3801 boxes lemons, 

25 boxes oranges, 


23,789 galls. pick. cucumbers, 
8,550 galls. pickled onions, 
1,050 galls. sauer kraut, 

428 galls. pick. tomatoes, 
142,444 lbs. canned tomatoes, 
180 lbs. tamarinds, 50 half bbls. porter, 
235 bbls. dried apples, 2,040 bottles ess. ginger, 
19 bbls. dried fruit, 90 bottles lemon juice. 
And beyond this, the Associate Secretary for the 

East has been directed to send to that army, for 

twenty days to come, $1,000 worth of fresh vege- 

tables daily. 


Von, I, —No. 18, 36 


Kingston, and halting for a day or two to 
load stores, ours were forwarded and rooms 
opened. Here, again, teams were loaded 
for the advance, and what stores could not 
be carried were sent back, and we were to 
leave the railroad and our base of supplies, 
not expecting for sometime to communicate 
with the rear. 

Passing over Pumpkinyvine Creek, we 
again have severe fighting, lasting sey- 
eral days, in the vicinity of Dallas. 
This resulted in giving us the railroad to 
Acworth, and soon after, for five miles 
further to Big Shanty. Acworth is our 
last depot, where we have now ample sup- 
plies for present wants. We shall work 
and trust, hoping that as more are wanted, 
they will be furnished. But we have often 
been so nearly exhausted, that we have 
suffered greatly, lest we should be called 


- upon for help and not be able to afford it. 


Gen. Howard has supplied his corps by 
giving one of his teams from headquarters 
loading at Kingston, and sending back 
there again when necessary: 

I left Dr. Brucedritt with Gen. McPher- 
son’s command; Mr. Fairchild with. Gen. 
Palmer’s; Mr. Crary with Gen. Schofield’s, 
and Mr. Hobblet with Gen. Hooker’s and 
Gen. Howard’s—who will also in my ab- 
sence, have general supervision of the 
work. Every possible effort has been made 
to furnish the goods promptly, and the 
efforts have been successful. 

The list of casualties has never been so 
promptly obtained; it has been furnished 
and forwarded in almost every instance, 
within twenty-four hours from the time of 
action. The list is obtained from the hos- 
pital record, or from the slips used by the 
surgeons for their entries, as the wounded 
were taken from the ambulances. But 
since I have come back here I have been 
astonished and sadly disappointed to find, 
that lists which I supposed had already 
reached you, had just arrived here. 

* * * * * 

So long as we continue to fight this 
battle, so long must we have a large amount 
of supplies, of the same kind as previously 
indicated, viz.: milk, beef, spirits, crackers, 
rags and bandages, lemons, farina, sugar, 
tea, etc. Nothing that we have comes 
amiss. Arm-slings are of special value. 
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We shall aid in feeding men on the road 
between Acworth and Nashville. 

The number of sick and wounded is large, 
but seems to me to be small, when we take 
into account what the army has done. For 
forty-five days they have been constantly 
fighting, or living prepared to fight. Some 
have fought each day; they have made many 
niles of fortifications; have slept with little 
covering in the trenches, and for most of 
the time there has been constant rain and 
deep mud, but they live in hope, and are 
kept up by excitement. A successful result 
to the campaign will see many more sick 
than now, while defeat, with allits distress- 
ing influences, would be disastrous. 

But we hope for success, and expect it. 
I send this by Prof. Hosford. I shall wait 
here a day or two, and if better, return to 
the front; if unable todo that, shall go to 
Louisville, expecting to go home for a 
time. Ido not desire to do this, until this 


campaign is ended. 
* * * * ¥ 


THE MISSISSIPPI. 


Mr. Way writes from Memphis, June 
24th: 

We have had no great battles fought in 
this department during the past month; 
still we all have been kept quite busy. 

First, came the troops from the ill-fated 
Red River expedition, who had been on the 
move for the past few months, without be- 
ing where they could obtain a supply of 
vegetables, and for weeks on short rations. 
We were able, on their arrival here, thanks 
to our kind, generous friends at the North, 
to issue a bountiful supply of vegetables to 
the regiments, and to give to their sick del- 
icacies and other things needed in the regi- 
mental hospitals. | 

Next came the survivors cf the expedi- 
tion under Gen. Sturgis, defeated at Gun- 
town, Mississippi. These men were in a 
terrible condition after a running fight of 
over a hundred miles, and many of them 
without food for three days. We issued 
largely to them on their arrival here. 

In the meantime, a large number of hun- 
dred day troops have arrived, and the 
change of habits and climate, with mumps, 
measles, &c., has caused a large amount of 
sickness, ‘These as well as other troops 


are appealing to us for supplies for their 
regimental hospitals. There are in this vi- 
cinity over thirty thousand troops; of these: 
about three thousand are sick in general 
and regimental hospitals. In supplying. 
the great demand on us for all these, our 
stores are nearly exhausted. 

We ask that our necessities may not be 
forgotten, as the importance of having a 
good supply has not been so great for the 
past fifteen months as at present. 

Another large expedition left here four 
days ago and are opening the Memphis and 
Charleston railroad towards Corinth. The 
advance is about fifty miles from here. 
They are skirmishing continually, and 
every train brings in more or less wounded. 

[Large shipments have been made and 
were on the way when this letter was writ- 
ten. | “ihe 
Mr. Grant writes from the same place, 
June 17th, 1864: 

I have been intending every day since my 
return from St. Louis to send you a report 
of my operations at this point, but for va- 
rious reasons have delayed it until now. 
We have had a constant influx of sick and 
wounded from the army of the lower Miss- 
issippi, besides many»from the late expedi- 
tion to Corinth. Our General Hospitals 
are now quite full, containing in the agere- 
gate, more than 2,200 patients. The num- 
ber of late has greatly increased in all of 
them, except the small-pox, in which there 
has been a rapid dimunition, as you will 
observe by reference to the hospital reports. 
This is usually the case during the warm 
weather of summer. Thus you see there is 
abundant work for all hands, and as work 
is more important than reports, I hope you 
will excuse the delay in writing. 

To make a second or third report is a 
matter of some difficulty, for the reason 
that day after day, and week after week, 
our work is the same. Always similar, yet 
never monotoncus, because it is constantly 
changing. I am aware that this sounds 
paradoxical, yet it is strictly true. 

Please listen for a moment to an account 
of the daily work of a hospital visitor. He 
goes to one of the hospitals at 8 A. M. and 
begins his labors, talking with the sick and 
wounded, cheering the despondent with 
hopes of better days, always turning to 
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them the bright side of the picture, and 
anon, comforting the dying with those con- 
‘solations which Christianity alone can give. 

Again, in the convalescent ward, he must 
listen to the complaints of those who are no 
longer sick, and to the accounts of their 
wants, fancied or real, explaining to some 
that the regulations complained of are ab- 
solutely necessary, and consoling others 
with the promise of speedy relief. 

Occasionally with pencil, he makes mem- 

oranda of what needs further attention. 

To-morrow it will be the same; yet as he 
is conversing with different men, and en- 
countering constantly varying difficulties, 
the work is alwayschanging. At times his 
duty takes him to the room of the surgeon 
in charge, and as delicately as possible he 
calls attention to certain cases. ‘‘ Here is 
a poor fellow who will die if he stays here; 
but if he could go home: to his wife or 
mother for 30 or 60 days, he would recover. 

The Northern air would brace him up. 

— Wouldit be contrary to regulations to grant 
him a furlough?” 

This is a delicate duty and requires care 
and tact. Here is another man in the con- 
valescent ward who has received a wound 
in the knee, and the sinovia has escaped 
from the joint. Heis permanently disabled 
and wants a discharge, and when obtained, 
he needs some help in getting started home. 

Cases requiring any articles from the 
sanitary stores are supplied after consulting 
with the Agent of the Commission. 

‘I have made no mention of the instances 
of special relief, for the furloughs and dis- 
charges are in the morning reports of the 
General Hospitals, and the stores distribu- 
ted are on the returns of Capt. Way. 

_ This work is fatiguing, and after a day’s 

labor the mind and body need rest. In 

visiting our army hospitals one finds some 

things to condemn, and which it would be 
well to remedy if it were possible. 

Unfortunately they are beyond the con- 
trol of the Sanitary Commission and its 
agents. One of these, is the rough man- 
ner in which some surgeons talk to and 
handle the sick and wounded. Such con- 
duct in private practice would not be toler- 
ated. They surely have forgotten the old 
adage—‘‘ A kind word to the sick is better 
than physic.” In other respects our hos- 


pitals are well kept, being under the con- 
trol of military officers, and subject to mil- 
itary regulations, there is great uniformity 
in all their proceedings. Neatness, clean- 
liness, careful attention to the wants of the 
sick, are the order of the day. 

You are aware that the General Hospi- 
tals have what is called a “‘ Hospital Fund,” 
produced by commutation of surplus ra- 
tions. This meets some of the pressing 
necessities of the sick, but I am informed 
by the surgeons, that owing to the high» 
prices of everything in Memphis, it only 
buys about one-fourth of what it would 
purchase in the North. The deficiency is 
made up by the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion. Ihave carefully sought for instances of 
misapplication of said stores by officers, with- 
out finding a single instance, and am satis- 
fied so far as this post is concerned, the 
charge is a gross slander. I write this be- 
cause, having nothing to do personally 
with the stores of the Commission, I feel 
free to speak of the use made of them. 

The vegetables distributed have been of 
incalculable advantage to the troops, espe- 
cially those who have returned from the 
Red River Expedition, many of whom 
showed strong symptoms of scurvy. 

The defects in the hospital records have 
given me a great deal of trouble. Some- 
times I find a man’s name and the date of 
his admission, but no record of what be- 
came of him afterwards. Of some who are 
credibly reported by friends as sent to 
a certain hospital, there is no record what- 
ever. This was frequently the case when 
the hospitals were first established here; 
latterly, the registers have been kept with 
greater care; and it is to be hoped, that in 
the future, we may not meet with the same 
difficulty in tracing the sick. There has 
appeared in the eye ward of one of our hos- 
pitals a few cases of that peculiar affection 
of the visual organs called by medical men 
‘*hemeralopia,” and always in those pa- 
tients having scorbutic symptoms. As the 
disease is of obscure origin, its duration 
uncertain, and the rationale of its treatment 
not well undefstood, it is to be hoped that 
some of our surgeons who are competent to 
the task will carefully investigate the mal- 
ady, with the view of elucidating its ob- 
securities. 
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TESTIMONY OF MR. WHEELWRIGHT. 
June 7, 1864. 
JOSEPH PaRIsH, M..D., 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission: 


Srr—Having just concluded a visit to the 
‘‘front,” and particularly to the 9th Army 
Corps, made under the auspices of the 
Commission you represent, and which was 
rendered comparatively easy by the kind 
attention of its officers, I beg to state, in 
general, that having been furnished by 
Major-General Burnside with ample facili- 
ties for visitation and inspection, the ob- 
jects of my journey have been satifactorily 
accomplished. 

I have had occasion, during several days, 
to notice the demeanor of officers and men, 
not only ‘‘under fire,” but while encoun- 
tering some of those hardships which are 
almost inseparable from war, and while ex- 
pecting to witness courage, endurance and 
patient submission to fearful privations, I 
confe ss I was not prepared for the cheerful 
alacrity, very eagerness, with which all 
were met. And now at the conclusion of 
my visit, I can appreciate fully a remark of 
Gen. Burnside, when speaking to me of a 
veteran regiment which had just returned 
from its furlough to the field with but 80 
men, ‘‘ Highty guns! that is equal to 4,000 
men.” 

I have found no such patriotism at home 
as I have witnessed in the field, and return 
to Massachusetts to urge my fellow-citizens 
to redouble their exertion to mitigate the 
sufferings, and as far as possible, present 
the hardships of these gallant inheritors of 
the spirit, fortitude and devotion of their 
fathers. A most noticeable fact was the 
gratitude of the soldiers (and officers as 
well,) to the Sanitary Commission for its 
efficient and abundant labors. ‘‘ We never 
should have got along without them,” was 
the universal testimony of high officials, 
medical and military; and the warm greet- 
ing of the private, ‘‘How are you Sani- 
tary?” bore witness that the fierce rage of 
battle had not blunted the finer feelings of 
his heart. 

With many thanks for the facilities afford- 
ed me by the Commission, and the cour- 
tesies extended by officials, 

Very faithfully yours, 


H. B. WHEELWRIGHT, 
General Agent, Board of State Charities, for Massachusetts. 





A LETTER FROM JOHN STUART MILL. 


The editorial committee of ‘‘Our Daily Fare,” 
of Philadelphia, have received the following ad- 
mirable letter from John Stuart Mill: 


I am sincerely thankful to the editing com- 
mittee for including me among those from whom 
they have invited a public expression of sym- 
pathy with the cause in which the free states of 
America are so heroically shedding their best 
blood. 


The war, justifiable and laudable even if it 


had continued to be, as it was at first, one of 
mere resistance to the extension of slavery, is 
becoming, as it was easy to foresee it would, 


- more and more a war of principle for the com- 


plete extirpation of that curse. And in propor- 
tion as this has become apparent, the sympa- — 
thies of nearly all in Europe whose approbation~ 
is worth having, are resuming their natural 
course, and the cause of the North will soon have 
no enemies on this side of the Atlantic, but those 
who prefer any tyranny, however odious, to a 
triumph of popular government. 

It would be unpardonable did I omit on an 
occasion like this, to express my warmest feel- 
ings of admiration for the Sanitary Commission. 
History has afforded no other example—though 
itis to be hoped that it will hereafter afford 
many—of so great a work of usefulness extem- 
porized by the spontaneous self-devotion and 
organizing genius of a people, altogether inde- 
pendently of the government. 

But while the present struggle has called into 
brilliant exercise all the high qualities which 
the institutions of the American republic have 
made general among her citizens, it has also 
laid open—as it is the nature of trying times to 
do—all the weak points in her national habits, 
and in the working of her institutions. 

These are, doubtless, far better known to 
thoughtful Americans than they are likely to be 
to any foreigner; and this great historical cri- 
sis will be doubly blessed if it directs attention 
to them. In all states of society the most seri- 
ous danger is that the national mind should 
go to sleep on the self-satisfied notion that all 
is right with it; but the great awakening of the 
public conscience which is taking place on the 
one political and social abomination, which has 
done more than all other causes together to de- 
moralize American politics, has probab’y remo- 
ved all danger of this sort for one generation at 
least, and warrants the hope that the American 
people will not rest satisfied with the great ad- 
vantages which no other people and no other 
Government possesses in so high a degree, but 
will resolve that their democracy shall not be 
behind any nation whatever in those elements 
of good government which have been thought. 
to find a more congenial soil in other states of 
society, and under other political institutions. 


Joun Sruart M11. 
Avienon, May 25, 1864. 





THE COMMISSION ON THE JAMES RIVER 
AND THE APPOMATTOX. 


The following are extracts from an inter- 
esting series of letters from Dr. Parrish: 
JAMES RIVER, VA., June 17, 1864. 
Having been furnished with a pass from 
the Secretary of War and of the Navy, our 
little fleet took a new start this morning 
from the ‘‘ Roads,” from which I wrote 
last; and we are now passing up the James. 
Intelligence has been received by the arri- 
val of an agent, that our advance boat, 
which left White House on the 12th instant, 
has not only reached City Point with her 
stores and agents, but has sent forward men 
to the front with comforts and support.. 
This was accomplished before the Army of. 
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the Potomac had crossed the James, and 
the wisdom of the expedition is thus fully 
justified. Had there been twelve hours 
delay, it is probable the pontoon bridges 
would have obstructed the passage of the 
river, and our stores would not have gone 
forward. It was known, however, that at 
Bermuda Hundred there was already a 
Sanitary base, with a branch at City Point, 
and another at Point of Rocks, which was 
doing good service for the Army of Virginia 
and North Carolina, and which would with- 
hold nothing that it could give for the 
Army of the Potomac. 

We have, however, saved that necessity, 
being in advance with a boat load of sup- 
plies and thirty-three auxiliary relief 
agents. 

We run up the river at about eight miles 
an hour, passing Harrison’s Landing and 
Powhattan Fort, and found an anchorage 
near where, -but yesterday, the last train of 
the Army of the Potomac crossed the south 
side of the James. Not far from this spot 
was lying the late rebel ram Atlanta, with 
her angry guns, and most awkward decks. 
Evening is upon us, and our family gather 
- in the still twilight, for their accustomed 
devotions, the opening hymn— 


**T would not live alway.” 


Most of the company appreciated the 
appropriateness of this selection. It was 
sung with solemnity. After the prayer, it 
was stated that a young comrade of the 
auxiliary relief corps, who but a few days 
since had left the White House for his 
home in Massachusetts, had died a few 
hours after reaching there. Appropriate 
remarks were made by those who knew 
him best, and his calm and confiding resig- 
nation was touchingly described by the 
friend who attended him on his homeward 
journey. The following preamble was 
unanimously adopted: 

Whereas, God, who ordereth all things, 
has seen fit to take to himself, Charles H. 
Stanley, our brother and co-laborer in our 
Christian work; therefore, 

1. Resolved, That we express in a public 
manner, our great sorrow at the lossof one 
whose life was so full of hope and promise. 

2. Resolved, That we consider his faith- 
fulness in the discharge of his duties in 
the hospitals, his hearty co-operation in 
all plans for the comfort of our wounded, 
and especially his love for their souls, an 
example to be followed by every member of 
the Commission. 

3. Resolved, That by this sudden death, 
we are warned that the time for life’s work 
is short, for the night cometh, wherein no 
man can work; and that we endeavor by 
our efforts in behalf of the suffering, to ad- 
vance the Gospel of Christ, whom the de- 
ceased loved, and to whose service his life 
was devoted. 


4. Resolved, That a copy of these reso- 
lutions be sent to the parents of the de- 
ceased, as expressive of our deep sympathy 
in their great affliction, and also that they 
be published. 

Our young friend Stanley has left behind 
him an influence for good, that will be 
felt by all who treasure the memory of his 
virtues. 

June 18th.—To-day we reach City Point. 
The river is active with stirring vessels; 
troops are arriving, hospitals are transfer- 
red from the White House to this new base, 
and the wharves are being loaded with 
stores and ammunition from Government 
steamers, while the Commission fills its 
modest place in the lively panorama. Can- 
nonading is heard in the vicinity of Peters- 
burg, afew wounded are coming in, and 
the benevolent visitors from all quarters, 
are beginning their work. The Commis- 
sion has had its agents and stores here for 
more than six weeks. A new feeding 
station is established from the steamer 
Grey, which arrived on Tuesday last, and 


‘to-day the bountiful supplies from our fleet 


are being called for. The Elizabeth will 
be away to-morrow, for a load of anti-scor- 
butics, which awaits her at Norfolk. The 
front, some six miles away, is also supplied, 
and immediately on our arrival an addi- 
tional supply was sent forward. Our dres- 
sers were going about among the hospitals 
very soon after our landing, and are now still 
occupied. Thus the work—the old work, 
at the new place, has commenced, and there 
will be much service, even before the corps 
hospitals are located. 


Crry Pernt, Va., June 19, 1864. 


My last closed with our arrival at this 
place, and you will nowexpect an account 
of the situation. From the anchorage it 
may be discovered in its general aspect. 
City Point is on the south side of the James 
River, at the mouth of the Appomattox. 
Two miles distant, on the opposite shore, 
is Bermuda Hundred, situated on the curve 
which unites the line of the two rivers. 
The James pursues its northward course, 
and is imposing and inviting. The Appo- 
mattox is the water route to Petersburg, 
and is a winding stream lined with pines 
and cypress. The currents of both are 
united at the little promontory, on the sum- 
mit of which stands the town, the most 


-attractive building and grounds being on 


the extreme point, a part of which is used 
as headquarters by the general-in-chief. 
The houses are shell-marked, and deserted 
by the citizens, and are now chiefly used as 
hospitals. 

So far as the Commission is concerned, the 
situation is interesting, and should be un- 
derstood before the establishment of a new 
base. As you know, this department is 
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designated the ‘‘ Department of the Penin- 
sula and Norfolk,” and is under the charge 
of Dr. McDonald. Its base of supplies is 
Norfolk. Its line begins at Wilson’s Land- 
ing on the James, about twenty-five miles 
below City Point, embracing Fort Powhat- 
tan, Bermuda Hundred, and following up 
the James to Dutch Gap, where lies the 
extreme right of Maj.-Gen. Butler’s line. 
Running up the Appomattox from City 
Point it takes in Spring Hill, crosses the 
river at Point of Rocks, and then continues 
overland to Dutch Gap again. The line of 
earthworks covers about seven and a half 
miles, and the line from the base to the 
extreme point northward is about one hun- 
dred and twenty miles. The Commission 
has three staticns in this department, not 
including Norfolk and Portsmouth, viz.: 
at City Point, Bermuda Hundred and Point 
of Rocks. There are thirteen relief agents, 
who feed the wounded as they come in; 
and when they are not coming, visit the 
different regiments and garrisons to ascer- 
tain the wants of the men and supply 
them, read and write for them, and hold 
religious meetings among them. I think I 


mentioned in a late letter, that no meetings » 


were held by the Commission for soldiers 
in the Army of the Potomac, but I find 
that it is the custom to do so in the Penin- 
sular and Norfolk Department. The re- 
ligious work at White House and other 
places, has been mainly private, quiet, and 
unobserved by those who are not familiar 
with it. The propriety of holding meet- 
ings in hospitals is, to say the least, very: 
doubtful, as the men require rest and quiet; 
and yet the testimony of those who have 
made more through trial of them is consid- 
ered favorable. 

At Point of Rocks there is a provisional 
and a depot Hospital, at Norfolk and Ports- 
mouth four, besides a Lodge, at which there 
were dispensed in the month of May 1,112 
meals and 386 lodgings. At Yorktown and 
Bermuda there are hospitals also, and at 
Williamsburg the Asylum for the Insane, 
which is supplied from this department. 
Each regiment has a hospital for the sick 
only, the wounded being carried from the 
front where their wounds are first dressed, 
to Point of Rocks. There they receive a 
second dressing, and are sent to Fortress 
Monroe. ‘The supplies are, of course, dis- 
tributed from Norfolk by steamer, the John 
R. Thompson being in the service of the 
Commission for that purpose. 

To-day I took a tour of observation from 
this place to Point of Rocks, Bermuda Hun- 
dred and Jones’ Landing, the latter about 
fifteen miles above here on the James. A 
number of gunboats on the way needed 
supplies, and in obedience to the recent 
order concerning the Navy. they were fur- 
nished with what they required. At Jones’ 
Landing a small force was stationed to 
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guard the forage and stores which are ship- 
ped to that point, and an expedition about 
starting out through a wasted country, was 
furnished with a few comforts that they 
will need before their return. At Point of 


Rocks and Bermuda Hundred there are - | 


stations adjacent to hospitals from whieh 
the Commission dispenses its stores di- 
rectly to the men in the wards. 

T have referred to a provisional Hospital; — 
the term may need some explanation. As 
the General Hospitals at Washington and 
other points become crowded for room, 
those who are in condition for it are sent 
to Convalescent Camps, where they remain 
in process of recovery, and as these in turn 
become crowded, such as are the nearest 
well are sent to provisional Hospitals, and 
kept till they are able to rejoin their regi- 
ments. The men using such establish- 
ments may be from a great number of regi- 
ments, and are under care of surgeons spe- 
cially detailed for the service... As they 
have no regular organization, they have no 
opportunity of drawing in the regular man- 
ner from Quartermaster or Commissary, 
except for army rations. Being: often fee- 
ble men, or men with wounds partially 
healed, scarcely sick enough for hospital 
or well enough for service, they frequently 
suffer for want of the proper kind of sup- 
plies, and the Commission may be espe- 
cially serviceable under such cireumstances. 
This is one of the peculiar cases, of which 
but little is known by the public. * * 

The hospitals will be located from one 
to two miles up the Appomattox. The tents 
will be pitched very soon; we must find 
wharfage at City Point, as there can be no 
landing place above, more than will be 
needed for hospital transports and purvey- 
or’s boats, and every wharf’ must be built. 
The whole ground has been carefully sur- 
veyed. JI had the pleasure of acecompany- 
ing the surveying party. Open fields, 
swamps, forests, roads, ravines, &c., were 
all traversed, and the conclusion reached 
that we must locate barges at the Point, 
and transport supplies to hospitals by wag- 
ons. Feeding stations are temporarily 
placed at the Point, to supply any immedi- 
ate or temporary want, but as the several 
corps locate on their new ground, we shall 
follow and be ready to serve them, and 
place the feeding stations on the routes to 
steamboats. The auxiliary relief corps 
will soon be on the hospital ground, and the 
system formerly described will be at work. 

In observing and locating, we discover 
a few trains of wounded coming in, and 
the tents are beginning to be occupied. 
The dressing party are out with their lint 
and bandages, rendering proper aid. Many 
of the troops are colored men. They en- 
dure their wounds as they haye endured 
the struggles of the field, and with an en- 
durance and heroism that is alike honora- 
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ble to their manhood and to their patriot- 
ism. By common consent it is admitted 
that no troops are more willing, none more 
valiant or victorious, than those of sable 
skin. : 

You will expect from me to-day some ac- 
count of the hospital ground at this base. 
I premise my observations on this subject 
by the general remark that compared with 
the White House, it is far inferior. The 
fields are large, and the corn on some of 
them is about three feet high. This is a 
fine chance for the horses, and will do them 
good. Itis perhaps quite as agreeable to 
them as strawberries and ice-cream would 
be to us, who, with dried apples and pota- 
toes as our only stock of fruit and vegeta- 
bles for table use, are content. The soil 
of the hospital tract is light and sandy, 
much like that of New Jersey on the Dela- 
_ ware shore. As the hospitals have no floors, 
and the dust is very light, there may be 
some disadvantage to the wounded on that 
account, as no one can pass to and fro 
among them without disturbing the dust, 
even within the wards. This will be reme- 
died in a few days, after time is allowed to 
tramp and harden the ground. 

Among the very first things to be done 
in locating a hospital is to find a burial 
spot. Already it has been chosen here. Just 
upon the crown of a slope that falls gently 
toward a wooded ravine, a little cemetery 
has been provided. Before’sun-set to-day 
seven soldiers were buried. As our party 
passed over the ground these men were em- 
ployed in the sad work of burial. They 
were covering one poor fellow under the 
sand, and two more were lying blanketed 
on the ground. As TI lifted the cover from 
the face of one, the expression of compo- 
sure was most striking. The dust and 
sweat of battle were still upon his brow, 
the wound upon the shoulder was carefully 
dressed, and he had died doubtless with 
but little suffering of body or mind. 

* * *% * * 

The arrangement of the hospitals into 
corps and their division into separate de- 
partments, is similar to that at the White 
House, Their organization and that of 
the Commission maintain their previous 
relation to the hospitals, and it only re- 
mains for me to notice particularly the 
main feature of difference in the establish- 
ment of a floating hospital. You remem- 
ber the large North River steamer ‘‘ New 
World.” She was hauled up to-day to a 
landing on the Appomattox to take on her 
freight of lacerated humanity. This is a 
great institution, free from dust and op- 
pressive heat, yet rather too close in some 
parts for wounded men; yet it is an im- 
provement. It has now about one thou- 
sand beds, which may be increased in an 
emergency to twelve or fifteen hundred. I 
spent some hours on board of her to-day, 


o 


during the receipt of her patients, and had 
the pleasure of conducting the labors of a 
party of dressers, detailed from the auxil- 
lary corps of the Commission, in the most 
valuable service of dressing wounds and 
feeding men. They labored assiduously 
from early in the afternoon till towards 
midnight, and the blessing conferred upon 
the sufferers was incalculable. The sur- 
geon in charge and his assistants kindly 
placed at the disposal of these workers 
whatever they need to complete this sup- 
plementary labor. Letters were written to 
absent families, spiritual comfort adminis- 
tered to the dying, and the evening closed 
with much enduring satisfaction. I note 
below a few instances of personal interest: 

No. 1.—A strong man, with both eyes 
blinded. A ball passed into the left tem- 
ple, and had evidently destroyed or greatly 
injured the visual nerves. The eyes were 
protruded and closed—closed forever. 
Leaning over him to comfort him, by ap- 
plications to the inflamed and protruding 
parts, the following conversation was had: 

‘*My friend, you areseriously hurt. Do 
you suffer much pain?” 

‘‘T suffer some, but I consider myselt 
very fortunate in not being as bad off as I 
hear some of my comrades are.” 

‘«That is very good of you, but really the 
loss of sight is a great affliction, and I feel 
for you very much.” 

‘*Yes, I know you do, but I am pretty 
lucky; I had six balls through my hat be- 
fore I stopped this one, and now I have it 
in my head. I suppose I must keep it for 
a keepsake.”’ 

No. 2.—A boy of sixteen. He enlisted 
as a drummer-boy, and as the regiment to 
which he was attached were advancing, he 
pressed forward further than was prudent, 
and received a shot in the right arm. It 
was not a serious wound, but still caused 
much pain. He was asked if he did not 
want to go home now that he had suffered 
from the enemy. ‘‘Oh, no,” said he, 
‘‘That ain’t me; I wouldn’t shirk because 
I was hit; I mean to stick to it till the end.” 

‘‘ But would you not rather be at home 
with your mother, and let her dress your 
wound?” 

‘‘Well, sir, I’m willing to take my luck 
with the rest of ’em; I didn’t come to fight; 
but as they did knock me, I won’t com- 
plain.” 

‘*Dress my wound easy, sir; hold her up 
careful, and then let me sleep.” 

No. 3.—An aged man, shot in his breast, 
and dying. He is the father of nine living 
children. His wife is living, and she does 
not know his condition. After his wound 
is soothed and he is fed as far as he can 
bear, he is asked what else he will have 
done. The answer is, ‘‘ write to my family 
if you please, sir; tell them about me, and 
tell them that I willsoon see them at home.” 
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He was informed that he would never see 
his earthly home again. ‘‘ Well, if that is 
so,” said he, ‘‘I must be content. I have 
tried to do right, and in serving my country, 
I hope I have done right, though I have 
often thought that if we were all what we 
should be, there would be no fighting with 
carnal weapons. Religion is love, the right 
kind of love; the best kind, sir, and I hope 
I love even my enemies, though I find it 
very hard to do so,” &c., &e. 

No. 4.—A slightly wounded man, young 
and vigorous. ‘‘ What do you need, my 
friend?” ‘Only one thing, sir, beside my 
supper, which hasn’t come round to me 
yet, and that is, that you will write to my 
wife, who will see that our regiment has 


been in the fight, and will, of course, think 


the rebs have hit me. Tell her, with my 
love, that they did, but they didn’t do it to 
hurt; that I’m her husband yet, and the 
country is our country yet, and our flag is 
our flag yet, and I mean to stick to her, 
and the country, and the flag, till the very 
last.” 

So I might go on enumerating case after 
case of interest, but will mention but one 
more. 

A lad of seventeen years, full size, and of 
older appearance; a bad wound in thigh. 

‘*How came you into the service, my 
friend, so young as you are?” 

**T wanted to come, sir; I thought I 
could do as well as some I knew that are 
older.”’ 

‘* Where are you from?” 

‘*T was born, sir, in Pennsylvania, and 
when I am at home, I am a Pennsylvanian, 
but when I enlisted, I enlisted for my 
country; and now that [am here, my home 
is here; I belong to Uncle Sam, sir.” 

I furnish below a list of articles sent up 


with our dressers to the wounded in the. 


boat. Itis the first contribution towards 
the outfit for the vessel.* 

June 22d.—A detail of dressers went 
again to the floating hospital, having been 
assigned by the surgeon in charge to differ- 
ent parts of the boat, so that there should 
be no confusion, the kindly offices of dele- 
gates of the Christian Commission were 
harmoniously incorporated with those of 


* Requisition for 1,200 patients on ‘‘Floating Hospital 
New World.”’ 


2 bbls. bandages. 1 box tea and coffee. 


2 ** old rags. 508 cotton shirts. 
31 bed pans. 250 ‘* drawers. 
4 boxes lemons. 344 ** socks. 


5 bbls. crackers. 144 Ibs. farina. 
Sponges and bed sacks in/100 tin cups. 


quantity. 24 wooden buckets. 
2 boxes sherry wine. 48 lanterns. 
2 <‘* candles. 12 bottles whiskey. 
12 bottles brandy. 400 fans. 
20 prs. crutches. 200 sheets. 
220 pillow cases. 86 cushions. 
1 roll rubber cloth. Quantity mosquito netting. 
200 splints. 6 tin pans. 
6 dippers. 6 tin pails, 


36 table spoons. 120 lbs. corn starch. 


12 urinals. 
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our own organization, and all together suc- 
ceeded in supplementing the over-taxed 
service of the medical officers, so that all 
were attended to before they were re-ship- 
ped on the transports for Washington. 

One word about the ‘‘New World.” 
She is three stories high, the state rooms 
being used, as of old, and the grand saloon 
and machinery deck being now fitted out 
with rows of iron bedsteads, with white 
sheets and pillows, and fine white double 
blankets. An elevator is placed near the 
centre, between the gangways, for elevating 
the wounded from the first to either of the 
upper stories; the hatchway is large enough 
to take two stretchers or cots ata time. A 
detail of men work the ropes, while others 
are in readiness to carry them away to their 
respective wards. ; 

It was a pleasure to witness the compar- 
atively complete arrangements thus fur- 
nished by the Medical Department, which, 
with every other branch of the service has 
been improving constantly, with the ever- 
developing experiences of the trying years 
through which we have been passing. 

Crry PoInt, VA., June 23d, 1864. 
* * * * 

When men are disabled by wounds, the 
first thing is to get them off the field. 
Their comrades cannot stop to do this, their 
business being to fill the vacant spaces in 
the ranks and press on with the conflict. 
Here then is the necessity for a separate 
organization. The army regulation pro-— 
vides for it, by directing six stretcher bear- 
ers to go with each regiment, of not less 
than five hundred men and then ambulan- 
ces, with two men attached to each. Itis 
the duty of the stretcher-bearers to pick up 
the fallen and carry them to the ambulan- 
ces, which are as near as possible to the 
scene, and return rapidly for others. They . 
are then carried directly to the hospitals, 
which may be a mile or more from the bat- 
tle line, and placed in the wards, there be- 
ing another train of ambulances to carry _ 
those who have been attended to im hospi- 
tals to the base, which is several miles dis- 
tant. Here they are classified; those who 
are but slightly wounded are retained to be 
sent back to service again; when others who 
are able are distributed by transports to 
Northern hospitals. Following them from 
the very beginning, are surgeons and assist- 
ant surgeons, the whole organization, its 
discipline, &e., being under the charge of 
the Medical Director. 

There is a Chief of Corps Ambulance 
Train with the rank of Captain; another 
who is chief of Brigade Ambulance rain, 
and a third who has charge of the Regimen- 
tal Train with the rank of first and second 
Lieutenant, respectively. A fact in this 
connection has been demonstrated in this 
campaign which is so noteworthy that I 
will insert it. It is this: that the stretcher- 
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bearers have been unusually venturesome 
and brave, so much so, that in their eager- 
ness to bring the wounded off without de- 
lay, several have lost their lives under the 
fire of the enemy. 

Another fact equally praiseworthy is, 
that surgeons have sometimes entrenched 
themselves temporarily and in advance of 
their allotted places, so as to be foremost 
in rendering relief, and that none of the 
wounded have been sent to the base who 
have not been properly examined and at- 
tended to. An important feature of the 
field-hospital is its operating tent, and its 
medicine wagons. The tent hasatableand 
a few needful appliances under the care of 
a man whose duty itis to keep it and the 
surgical instruments in good order and 
ready for service at any time. A medicine 
wagon is a curiosity, containing all the va- 
riety of medicines and utensils that are 
suitable for any ordinary drug shop. The 
bottles are compactly arranged in slides, so 
that they may be seen and handled, and 
yet be secure from breakage while on a 
march. . 

There are three chief operating surgeons 
~ selected to do the surgery of the corps, each 
one having an assistant, and all of them 
being chosen for their professional ability 
without reference to rank. | 

A steward is selected to collect patholo- 
gical specimens, to prepare and preserve 
them. Another to make the record of 
wounds, deaths, &c., and report daily to 
the Medical Director. 

A lieutenant of the line is chosen as 
commissary of hospital, whose duty it is to 
keep on hand one thousand rations and a 
small herd of beef cattle, of which there is 
no scarcity. Indeed, the men are asking 
for salt pork, and it would be a luxury for 
them in the way of change. The cattle are 
in good condition, and are killed as they 
are needed, so that the beef is fresh and 
good. The Commission is now furnishing 
to the men in trenches and field, quantities 
of ‘‘saur kraut,” as a convenient and ac- 
ceptable form of vegetable diet. A few po- 
tatoes are occasionally allowed in the ration, 
but too seldom to be of much service. 
Plenty of coffee and sugar are issued. Ice 
is common. It is abundant in hospitals 
and may be had by well troops. The ice- 
houses of the farmers, many of which are 
large and well fitted, furnish the supply. 

I think I stated in a former letter that 
each Army Corps had two wagons belong- 
ing to the Commission. If so, I was in 
error. There is one wagon and one Relief 
Agent with each corps permanently. The 
agent occupies a tent alongside of the wa- 
gon, from which stores are issued to the 
different divisions, on the requisitions of 
surgeons or chaplains, or any responsible 
and trustworthy representative of the men. 
The delegates of the Christian Commission 
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have the liberty of drawing from our stores, 
and of acting as distributors at their pleas- 
ure; and they use the privilege no more 
freely than it is granted. Each wagon may 
be replenished every other day by the sup- 
ply train, which leaves the base to a de- 
signated spot in the vicinity of the hospit- 
als every twenty-four hours, for the pur- 
pose of filling the demand. The base draws 
upon Washington; Washington receives 
from the people; and the people, true to 
the instincts of humanity, true to the in- 
terests of the country, have never yet with- 
held. They never will. 

One feature may be noticed in what I 
have written concerning the front, that is 
not sufficiently regarded, viz., the purpose 
to keep the well men from getting sick, as 
they lie in the trenches and under shelter 
tents within reach of the enemy’s guns. 
Many persons think that the supplies of 
the Commission are exclusively for the sick 
and wounded; and while it is true that the 
hospital delicacies, &c., are reserved for 
hospital cases, it is equally true that saur 
kraut, pickles, &c., are not adapted to hos- 
pital use. They are purchased for those 
who are not on sick call, but who might be, 
but for the vegetable diet which they so 
much need. There are now in store at this 
point one hundred and twenty-eight bar- 
rels of pickles, one hundred and twenty- 
three barrels of saur kraut, and forty kegs 
of curry and cabbage, subject to orders from 
the front exclusively. Perhaps the greatest 
necessity of the exposed men is woolen un- 
der clothing, of which large quantities are 
issued. The Government furnishes cotton 
clothing, but it is not so valuable as a 
health-preserver in this climate as woolen. 
There will be a large demand for flannel 
shirts and drawers, in addition to those 
needed for hospitals. 

The spires and buildings of Petersburg 
are in view. The fortifications of the ene- 
my are formidable in extent and construc- 
tion. Having been routed from their outer 
lines, the opportunity for observing the 
works is undisturbed. That our forces 
captured them by a charge, is an evidence 
of valor for which the Union troops have 
already earned an unexampled reputation. 
A few faint and weary ones are found strug- 
gling back to the hospitals, or seeking rest 
and sleep in the tall pine forests which line 
the roadways. Ambulances are coming in 
and discharging their wounded, and other 
ambulances are going to the base with their 
loads of patient sufferers. Great trains of 
forage and ammunition are coming and 
empty ones going, till the roads are crowd- 
ed and jammed with the cumbersome trains; 
the air is filled with dust, and the harsh 
roar of the guns rumbles among the pines 
with fearful power. Horsemen and footmen 
move along amid the clouds of sand and 
are almost unperceived. While Generals 
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and Colonels and troops are fighting, sur- 
geons and stewards and Commissions are 
binding up the wounds and restoring the 
faint. Fields are desolated, houses are 
burned and burning, the population scat- 
tered, and thousands of widows and or- 
phans are being made, for the breath of 
war breathes waste and destruction. * * * 

At this hase the labors of Sanitary agents 
are more arduous than at the White House. 
The hospitals are about two miles from the 
supplies on the boats. All the stores have 
to be transported by wagon for this dis- 
tance, and when they reach their destina- 
tion they are carried to the wards through 
clouds of dust and the most enervating 
heat, to the men directly. It isa matter 
of surprise that being unaccustomed to 
this kind of exposure, the gentlemen of 
the Commission endure as they do. The 
heat is most exhausting, the water poor, 
and the dust almost intolerable. One 
thought, however, sustains the heart and 
strengthens the will, and that is that the 
soldiers suffer far more, and endure suffer- 
ing with a patience that forbids complaint 
on the part of those who minister to them. 

I will close by noticing a little visitor 
who presented himself on board the barge 
this P. M. Constantine J , & boy 
who says he is ‘‘eleven going on twelve;” 
his home is Indianapolis, Ind., his mother 
not living. Constantine is a very small 
boy, light hair, blue eyes, freckled face, 
bare footed and almost without clothing; 
he has been with the Second Pennsylvania 
Heavy Artillery, and was brought here by 
its chaplain. The little fellow was enticed 
away from his home a year ago by soldiers, 
and has been following the army ever since, 
finally finding protection with the artillery. 
He is not home-sick; says he sometimes 
feels like going home, but likes the army 
very much. He describes the battle of 
Mine Hill with peculiar interest; says that 
several shell burst not far from him and 
scared him a little, but he ‘‘ would’nt run.”’ 
He says a Dutch captain tried to get him 
to run, but he would’nt do it, preferring to 
shield himself behind a stump and see it 
through. He is getting washed, and some 
clothing is being shortened to fit him, that 
he may be forwarded by to-morrow’s mes- 
senger to the Washington office, and thence 
to his home. 

I cannot well forbear writing an incident 
which touched me very much a few days 
since. It is well known that the Commis- 
sion does not issue army clothing to men 
in the field, and yet if a soldier is pantless, 
he is very apt to come to the Commission 
to be supplied. One such came a few days 
since, and applied at the counter for a pair 
of pantaloons. There were none for him, 
and as he was turning away disconsolate, 
one of the auxiliary corps stepped up and 
said, ‘‘I have on a good pair of drawers 


besides these pants, you shall have the 
pants,” and off they came, and were in a 
few moments on the soldier. By the aid 
of a few buttons the drawers were convert- 
ed into respectable trousers, and the giver 
was more delighted apparently than the re-- 
ceiver. 

A few days since I saw a poor little drum- 
mer boy come to the counter for a pair of 
shoes. He asked modestly, and on being 
told that the last pair had been sent away, 
he replied, ‘‘ Well, I can get along a little 
while longer with these, but they are hardly 
worth putting on,” and was about to go 
away, and I noticed the eyes of an agent 
to fill with the swelling tide from his heart 
as he called the boy back, and said, ‘‘Here, 
my good fellow, you shan’t go withont new 
shoes, take mine.” He was not permitted, 
however, to part with them, but another 
stepped forward and furnished the means 
of purchasing a pair, (not soldiers’ shoes, ) 
from a party who had them for sale, so that 
the drummer boy went away satisfied. 





NOTES ON NURSING. 


OBSERVATION OF THE SICK. 


Almost all superstitions are owing to bad ob- 
servation, to the post hoc, ergo propter hoc; and 
bad observers are almost all superstitious. Far- 
mers used to attribute disease among cattle to 
witchcraft; weddings have been attributed to 
seeing one magpie, deaths to seeing three ; and 
I have heard the most highly educated now-a- 
days draw consequences for the sick closely re- 
sembling these. 

Another remark: although there is unquestion- 
ably a physiognomy of disease as well as of 
health; of all parts of the body, the face is per- 
haps the one which tells the least to the common 
observer or the casual visitor. Because, of all 
parts of the body, it is the one most exposed to 
other influences, besides health. And people never, 
or scarcely ever, observe enough to know how to 
distinguish between the effect of exposuré, of ro- 
bust health, of a tender skin, of a tendency to 
congestion, of suffusion, flushing, or many other - 
things. Again, the face is often the last to show 
emaciation. I should say that the hand was a 
much surer test than the face, both as to flesh, 
color, circulation, &c. It is true that there are 
some diseases which are only betrayed at all by 
something in the face, e. g., the eye or the tongue, 
as great irritability of brain by the appearance of 
the pupil of the eye. But we are talking of cas- 
ual, not minute, observation. And few minute ob- 
servers will hesitate to say that far more untruth 
than trath is conveyed by the oft repeated words, 
he looks well, or ill, or better or worse. 

Wonderful is the way in which people will go 
upon the slightest observation, or often upon no 
observation at all, or upon some saw which the 
world’s experience, if it had any, would have pro- 
nounced utterly false long ago. 

I have known patients dying of sheer pain, ex- 
haustion, and want of sleep, from one of the most 
lingering and painful diseases known. preserve, 
till within a few days of death, not only the 
healthy color of the cheek, but the mottled ap- 
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pearance of arobust child. And scores of times 
have I heard these unfortunate creatures assailed 
with, ““Iam glad to see you looking so. well.” 
“J see no reason why you should not live till 
ninety years of age.’ ‘“ Why don’t you take a 
little more exercise and amusement,’’ with all 
the other commonplaces with which we are so 
familiar. 

There is, unquestionably, a physiognomy of 
disease. Let the nurse learn it. 

The experienced nurse.can always tell that a 
person has taken a narcotic the night before by 
the patchiness of the color about the face, when 
the re-action of depression has set in; that very 
color which the inexperienced will point to as a 
proof of health. 

There is, again, a faintness, which does not be- 
_ tray itself by the color at all, or in which the 
patient becomes brown instead of white. There is 
_ a faintness of another kind, which, it is true, can 
always be seen by the paleness. 

But the nurse seldom distinguishes. She will 
talk to the patient who is too faint to move, 
without the least scruple, unless he is pale, and 
unless, luckily for him, the muscles of the throat 
are affected and he loses his voice. 

Yet these two faintnesses are perfectly distin- 
guishable, by the mere countenance of the pa- 
tient. 

Again, the nurse must distinguish between the 
idiosyneracies of patients. One likes to suffer out 
all his suffering alone, to be as little looked after 
as possible. Another likes to be perpetually made 
much of and pitied, and to have some one always 
by him. Both these peculiarities might be ob- 
served and indulged much more than they are. 
For quite as often does it happen that a busy at- 
tendance is forced upon the first patient, who 
wishes for nothing but to be “ let alone,” as 
that the second is left to think nimself neglected. 

Again, I think that few things press so heavily 
on one suffering from long and incurable illness, 
as the necessity of recording in words from time 
to time, for the information of the nurse, who will 
not otherwise see, that he cannot do this or that, 
which he could do a month or a year ago. What 
is a nurse there for if she cannot observe these 
things for herself? Yet I have known—and 

known too among those—and chiefly among those 
—whom money and position put in possession of 
every thing which money and position could 
give—I have known, I say, more accidents, (fatal, 
slowly or rapidly,) arising from this want of ob- 
servation among nurses than from almost any- 
thing else. Because a patient could get out of a 
warm bath alone a month ago—because a patient 
could walk as far as his bell a week ago, the nurse 
concludes that he can do so now. She has never 
observed the change ; and the patient is lost from 
being left in a helpless state of exhaustion, till 
some one accidentally comesin. And this not 
from any unexpected apoplectic, paralytic, or 
fainting fit, (though even these could be expected 
far more, at least, than they are now, if we did 
but observe.) No, from the unexpected, or to be 
expected, inevitable, visible, calculable, uninter- 
rupted increase of weakness, which none need fail 
to observe. 

Again, a patient not usually confined to bed, is 
compelled by an attack of diarrhea, vomiting, or 
other accident, to keep his bed for a few days; he 
gets up for the first time, and the nurse lets him 
go into another room, without coming in, a few 
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‘minutes afterwards, to look after him. 
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It never 
occurs to her that he is quite certain to be faint, 
or cold, or to want something. She says, as her 
excuse, Oh, he does not like to be fidgetted after. 
Yes, he said so some weeks ago; but he never 
said he did not like to be “ fidgetted after.”’ when 
he is in the state he is in now; and if he did, you 
ought to make some excuse to goin to him. More 
patients have been lost in this way than is at 
all generally known, viz., from relapses brought 
on by being left for an hour or two faint, or cold, 
or hungry, after getting up for the first time. 

Yet it appears that scarcely any improvement 
in the faculty of observing is being made. Vast 
has been the increase of knowledge in pathology 
—that science which teaches us the final change 
produced by disease on the human frame—scarce 
any in the art of observing the signs of the change 
while in progress. Or, rather, is it not to be 
feared that observation, as an essential part of 
medicine, has been declining ? 

Which of us has not heard fifty times. from one 
or another, a nurse, or a friend of the sick, aye, 
and a medical friend, too. the following remark : 
“So A. is worse, or B. is dead. I saw him the 
day before; I thought him so much better: there 
certainly was no appearance from which one 
could have expected so sudden (?) a change.”’ I 
have never heard. any one say, though one would 
think it the more natural thing, ‘“ There must 
have been some appearance, which I should have 
seen if I had but looked; let me try and remember 
what there was, that I may observe another 
time.”? No, this is not what people say. They 
boldly assert that there was nothing to observe, 
not that their observation was at fault. 

Let people who have to observe sickness and 
death look back and try to register in their ob- 
servation the appearances which have preceded 
relapse, attack, or death, and not assert that 
there were none, or that there were not the right 
ones. | 
It falls to few ever to have had the opportunity . 
of observing the different aspects which the hu- 
man face puts on at the sudden approach of cer- 
tain forms of death by violence; and as it is a 
knowledge of little use, I only mention it here as 
being the most startling example of what I mean. 
In the nervous temperament the face becomes 
pale, (this is the only recognized effect;) in the 
sanguine temperament purple; in the billious 
yellow, or every manner of color in patches. 
Now, it is generally supposed that paleness is the 
one indication of almost any violent change in the 
human being, whether from terror, disease, or 
anything else. There can be no more false ob- 
servation. Granted, it is the one recognized livery, 
as I have said—de rigueur in novels, but uowhere 
else. 

A want of the habit of observing conditions 
and an inveterate habit of taking averages are 
each of them often equally misleading. 

Men whose profession like that of medical men 
leads them to observe only, or chiefly, palpable 
and permanent organic changes are often just as 
wrong in their opinion of the result as those who 
do not observe at all. For instance, there isa 
broken leg; the surgeon has only to look at it 
once to know; it will not be different if he sees it 
in the morning to what it would have been had he 
seen it in the evening. And in whatever condi- 
tions the patient is, or is likely to be, there will 
still be the broken leg, untilit is set. The same 
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with many organic diseases. An experienced 
physician has but to feel the pulse once, and he 
knows that there is aneurism which will kill some 
time or other. 

But with the great majority of cases, there is 
nothing of the kind; and the power of forming 
any correct opinion as to the result must entirely 
depend upon an inquiry into all the conditions in 
which the patient lives. In a complicated state 
of society in large towns, death, as every one of 
great experience knows, is far less often produced 
by any one organic disease than by some illness, 
after many other diseases, producing just the sum 
of exhaustion necessary for death. There is noth- 
ing so absurd, nothing so misleading as the ver- 
dict one so often hears: So-and-so has no organic 
disease—there is no reason why he should not 
live to extreme old age; sometimes the clause is 
added, sometimes not: Provided he has quiet, 
good food, good air, &c., &c., &c.; the verdict is 
repeated by ignorant people without the latter 
clause; or there is no possibility of the conditions 
of the latter clause being obtained; and this, the 
only essential part of the whole, is made of no 
effect. I have hearda physician, deservedly em- 
inent, assure the friends of a patient of his recov- 
ery. Why? Because he had now prescribed a 
course, every detail of which the patient had fol- 
lowed for years. And because he had forbidden 
a course which the patient could not by any pos- 
sibility alter. 

I have known two cases. the one of a man who 
intentionally and repeatedly displaced a disloca- 
tion, and was keptand petted by all the surgeons; 
the other of one who was pronounced to have 
nothing the matter with him, there being no or- 
ganic change perceptible, but who died within 
the week. In both these cases, it was the nurse 
who, by accurately pointing out what she had 
accurately observed, to the doctors, saved the one 
case from persevering in a fraud, the other from 
being discharged when actually in a dying state. 

I will even go further and say, that in diseases 
which have their origin in the feeble or irregular 
action of some function, and not in organie 
change, it is quite an accident if the doctor who 
sees the case only once a day, and generally at 
the same time, can form any but a negative idea 
of its real condition. In the middle of the day, 
when such a patient has been refreshed by light 
and air, by his tea, his beef-tea, and his brandy, 
by hot bottles to his feet, by being washed and 
by clean linen, you can scarcely believe that he 
is the same person as lay with a rapid fluttering 
pulse, with puffed eyelids, with short breath, cold 
limbs, and unsteady hands this morning. Now 
what is a nurse to do in such acase? Not cry, 
“Lord, bless you, sir, why you’d have thought 
he were a dying all night.’”’ This may be true, 
but it is not the way tu impress with the truth a 
doctor, more capable of forming a judgment from 
the facis, if he did but know them, than you are. 
What he wants is not your opinion, however re- 
spectfully given, but your facts. In all diseases 
it is important, but in diseases which do not run 
a distinct and fixed course, it is not only impor- 
tant, it is essential that the facts the nurse alone 
can,observe, should be accurately observed, and 
accurately reported to the doctor. : 

T must direct the nurse’s attention to the ex- 
treme variation there is not unfrequently in the 
pulse of such patients during the day. A very 
common case is this: Between 3 and 4 A.M., the 


= 


pulse becomes quick, perhaps 130, and so thready 
it is not like a pulse at all, but like a string vi- 
brating just underneath the skin. After this the 
patient gets no more sleep. About mid-day the 
pulse has come down to 80; and though feeble 
and compressible, is a very respectable pulse. 
At night, if the patient has had a day of excite-_ 
ment, it is almost imperceptible. But, if the pa- 
tient has had a good day, it is stronger and 
steadier, and not quicker than at mid-day. This 
is a common history of a common pulse; and oth- 
ers, equally varying during the day, might be 
given. Now, in inflammation, which may almost 
always be detected by the pulse, in typhoid fever, 
which is accompanied by the low pulse that noth- 
ing will raise, there is no such great variation. 
And doctors and nurses become accustomed not 
to look for it. The doctor indeed cannot. But 
the variation is in itself an important feature. 

Cases like the above often “ go off rather sud- 
denly,’’ as it is called, from some trifling ail- 
ment of a few days, which just makes up the sum 
of exhaustion necessary to produce death. And 
everybody cries, Who would have thought it? ex- 
cept the observing nurse, if there is one, who had 
always expected the exhaustion to come, from 
which there would be no rally, because she knew 
the patient had no capital in strength on which to. 
draw, if he failed for a few days to make his 
barely daily income in sleep and nutrition. 

I have often seen really good nurses distressed, 


_ because they could not impress the doctor with 


the real danger of their patient; and quite pro- 
voked because the patient “would look ” either 
‘so much better’? or ‘“so much worse” than he 
really is ‘“ when the doctor was there.” The 
distress is very legitimate, but it generally arises 
from the nurse not having the power of laying - 
clearly and shortly before the doctor the facts 
from which she derives her opinion, or from the 
doctor being hasty and inexperienced, and not 
capable of eliciting them. A man who really 
cares for his patients, will soon learn to ask for 
and appreciate the information of a nurse, who is 
at once a careful observer and a clear reporter. 

Undoubtedly a person of no scientific knowl- 
edge whatever, but of observation and experience | 
in these kinds of conditions, will be able to arrive 
at a much truer guess as to the probable duration 
of life of members of a family or inmates of a 
house, than the most scientific physician to whom 
the same persons are brought to have their pulse ~ 
felt; no inquiry being made into their condi- 
tions. 

In Life Insurance and such like societies, were 
they instead of having the person examined by 
the medical man, to have the houses, conditions, 
ways of life, of these persons examined, at how 
much truer results would they arrive! W. Smith 
appears a fine hale man, but it might be known 
that the next cholera epidemic he runs a bad 
chance. Mr. and Mrs. J. are a strong healthy 
couple, bat it might be known that they live in 
such a house, in such a part of London, so near 
the river, that they will kill four-fifths of their 
children; which of the children will be the ones 
to survive might also be known. 

Averages again seduce us away from minute 
observation. ‘Average mortalities” merely 
tell that so many per cent. die in this town and 
so many inthat, per annum. But whether A or 
B will be among these, the “average rate of 
course does not tell. We know, say, that from 
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22 to 24 per 1,000 will die in London next year. 
But minute inquiries into conditions enable us to 
know that in such a district, nay, in such a street 
—or even on one side of that street, in such a par- 
ticular house, or even on one floor of that partic- 
ular house, will be the excess of mortality, that 
is, the person will die who ought not to have 
died before old age. 

Now, would it not very materially alter the 
opinion of whoever were endeavoring to form one, 
if he knew that from that floor, of that house, of 
that street the man came. 

Much more precise might be our observations 
even than this, and much more correct our con- 
clusions. 

It is well known that the same names may be 
seen constantly recurring on workhouse books 
for generations. That is, the persons were born 
and brought up, and will be born and brought 
up, generation after generation, in the conditions 
which make paupers. Death and disease are like 
the workhouse, they take from the same family, 
the same house, or in other words, the same con- 
ditions. Why will we not observe what they are? 

The close observer may safely predict that such 
a family, whether its members marry or not, will 
become extinct; that such another will degener- 
- ate morally and physically. But who learns the 
lesson? On the contrary, it may be well known 
that the children die in such a house at the rate 
of 8 out of 10; one would think that nothing more 
need be said; for how could Providence speak 
more distinctly? yet nobody listens, the family 
goes on living there till it dies out, and then some 
other family takes it. Neither would they listen 
‘if one rose from the dead.” 

In dwelling upon the vital importance of sound 
observation, it must never be lost sight of what 
observation is for. It is not for the sake of piling 
up miscellaneous information or curious facts, 
but for the sake of saving life and increasing 
health and comfort. The caution may seem use- 
less, but it is quite surprising how many men 
(some women do it too,) practically behave as if 
’ the scientific end were the only one in view, or as 
if the sick body were but a reservoir for stowing 
medicines into, and the surgical disease only a 
curious case the sufferer has made for the attend- 
ant’s special information. This is really.no ex- 
aggeration. You think, if you suspected your 
patient was being poisoned, say, by a copper ket- 
tle, you would instantly, as you ought, cut off all 
possible connection between him and the sus- 
pected source of injury without regard to the fact 
that a curious mine of observation is thereby 
lost. But it is not everybody who does so, and it 
has actually been made a question of medical 
ethics, what should the medical man do if he sus- 
pected poisoning? The answer seems a very 
simple one—insist on a confidential nurse being 
placed with the patient, or give up the case. 

And remember every nurse should be one who 
is to be depended upon, in other words, capable 
of being a “ confidential’? nurse. She does not 
know how soonshe may find herself placed in such 
a situation; she must be no gossip, no vain talker; 
she should never answer questions about her sick 
except to those who have a right to ask them; she 
must, I need not say, be strictly sober and honest; 
but more than this, she must be a religious and 
devoted woman; she must have a respect for her 
own calling, because God’s precious gift of life is 
often literally placed in her hands; she must be 


a sound, and close, and quick observer; and she 
must be a woman of delicate and decent feeling. 

To return to the question of what observation 
is for:—It would really seem as if some had con- 
sidered it as its own end, as if detection, not cure, 
was their business; nay more, in a recent celebra- 
ted trial, three medical men, according to their 
own account, suspected poison, prescribed for 
dysentery, and left the patient to the poisoner. 
This is an extreme case. But in asmall way, the 
same manner of acting falls under the cognizance 
of us all. How often the attendants of a case 
have stated that they knew perfectly well that 
the patient could not get well in such an air, in 
such a room, or under such circumstances, yet 
have gone on dosing him with medicine, and 
making no effort to remove the poison from him, 
or him from the poison which they knew was kill- 
ing him; nay, more, have sometimes not so much 
as mentioned their conviction in the right quarter 
—that is, to the only person who could act in the 
matter.—Miss Nightingale. 





f PROTECTIVE 
War-Olaim Association 


STATE OF NEW YORE. 
OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 


DS D AW | Pease se 








President. 
Ligvt.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Vice-Presidents. 
Hon. HAMILTON FISH. 
JOHN J. CISCO, Esa. 
ADMIRAL DUPONT. 
RUDOLPH A. WITTHAUS, Ese. 


Treasurer. 
ROBT. B. MINTURN, Esa. 


Directors. 

Hons. E. D. MORGAN, GEORGE OPDYKE, 
HIRAM BARNEY, JAS. W. BEEKMAN. Rev. 
H. W. BELLOWS, D.D. Muzssrs. JOHN JACOB 
ASTOR, JAMES BROWN, WM. H. ASPINWALL, 
JAS GALLATIN, HOWARD POTTER, WM. E. 
DUDGE, Jr., THEODORE ROOSEVELT, PETER 
COOPER, GEORGE BANCROFT, DANIEL LORD, 
aaa G. HUNT, ROBT. L. STUART, ALFRED 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Sec’y, 
35 CHAMBERS STREET, New York. 





OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


Ist. To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., without cost to the claimant, 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being 
made against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
lies needing it, 
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THE U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, 1861, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi- 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. O. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. KE. Shiras, U. S. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen’l U.S. A. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

8S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I, 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Il. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stillé. ¥ ne 
fizra B. McCagg, Chicago, Il. 


OFFICERS: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. 8. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrangements 
for supplying information gratuitously, with regard to 
patients in all the United States General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England States, Hast- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
*‘ Office of Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C.” 


For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address ‘‘ Office of 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
delphia.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Tllinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address ‘‘Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky.” 


Tn all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
was when last heardfrom. If the application is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail; if in person, 
it will be answered at once; or if by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
expense. 


ka Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely disseminating 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army. 


- SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special author- 
ity of the President of the United States, maintains 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
safe conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put 
in its charge for the sick and wounded at points” 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
equal care and generosity at all points—at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at 
Chattanooga—its distributions being governed by a@ 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
societies, and all disposed to aid the sick and 
wounded, without reference to States or localities, 
but simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their offerings: 


Sanitary Commission; Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, IIL. ; 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s Block, Buffalo, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penn. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 
ne Commission, Branch Depot, Columbus, 

110. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Commission receives no pecuniary aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the public for 
the means of sustaining its operations. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 
68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. © 


General Superintendent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Washinge 
ton, D.C. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. : 
Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Washe 
ington, D. C. : 

Soldier’s Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Boston. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between 13th and 14th Streets, 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station, - 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D. OC. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio—Col. G. ‘W. D. Andrews, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill.—C. N. Shipman, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. t 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, Sup’t. 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.—L. Crane, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio , Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio—Clark Warren, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.—C. W, 
Christy, Sup’t and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, Sup’t, 





AGENCY FOR PENSIONS. 
William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washington, D. O 


HOSPITAL CARS. 
Between Washington and New York—Sol, Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon in charge. 
Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 
Between Louisville and Murfreesboro’—Dr, J. P. Bare 
num, Surgeon in charge. 


SANITARY STEAMER, 
Cumberland River— New Dunleith, 
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FRED’C SS, COZZENS, 


WINE MERCHANT, 
4s Warren Strect, Wew Work, 
(Opposite Hudson River R. R. Depot,) 
AND 
PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, Washington, D. C., 
(Two doors from Willard’s.) 
EIimported Wines, Brandies, &c., 


OF THE PUREST QUALITY, FOR 


MEDICINAL AND SANITARY PURPOSES, 


Such as are extensively used in the 


; UNITED STATES HOSPITALS 
And by the SANITARY COMMISSION. 
ALSO, AMERICAN WINES OF THE HIGHEST GRADES. 

Sole Agent in New York and Washington for 
Longworth’s Sparkling and Still Catawba Wine, | 
Brandies, etc., etc. 














Adapted to every branch of business. 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


E. & T. FAIRBANKS & C0., St. Johnsbury, Vermont, 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CoO., No. 252 Broadway, New York. 
PAIRBANKS & BROWN. No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 

_ FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO.,No.172 Lake Street, Chicago, 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 
PAIRBANKS & CO. No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of 
the above. 
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OFFICE OF THE 
Columbian (Marine) Husuvance 
COMPANY, 


CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 


CASH CAPITAL, - - - $1,000,000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1868, 


Total Amount of Assets, January 141864) p.4.25 que We stele. se $3,140,930 80 
Total: Amount.of Preminms., ig. 6... s < cis Suse! oces ties also ou eee 8,252,256 6 
Excess 6f Harned Premiums over Losses, &e. .. 2.2.2.0. 2ec0eeecesces 1,137,063 33 
Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies.....,. 441,206 49 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Harned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 


OP DOG cee cis ele aie ge 06 o.0' s\n e 40'e 010 pict tel siecle leh este a _ 269,614 80 
Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Harned Premiums.............0.2+-08: 15 per cent. 
Dividendiforthe Yearito Stockholders 5) 20.5 ..:.70 5 ees eigyets alee ... 26 per cent. 


LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Risks on which the Premium is paid in like Currency, 


DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new aS under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 

Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 
PER CENT. : 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks" 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN rer cenr. 

Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 


one hundred dollars. 
DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, M. F. MERICK, MOSES MERICK, 
DANIEL W. LORD, WM. B, OGDEN, DAVID J. ELY, 
GEORGE MILN, JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
JOHN ATKINSON, B. C. MORRIS, WM. H. POPHAM, 
THOS. A; C. COCHRANE, ANDREW J. RICH, B. C. MORRIS, JR., 
WM. H. HALSEY, DAN’L W. TELLER, EZRA NYE, 
THOS. BARRON, JOHN D. BATES, JR., HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
ROLAND G. MITCHELL, CHARLES HICKOX, THOMAS LORD, 
ALBERT G. LEE, ROBERT BOWNE, ROBERT S§. HOLT, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, LAWRENCE MYERS, J. B. GRIFFIN, 
O. L, NIMS, S. N. DERRICK, 

THOS. LORD, Vice: President: B. C. MORRIS, President. 
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THe Sanirary Commission BuLuEtIn is published 
on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as it 
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advertising. d 

All communications must be addressed to the Ed- 
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thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a 
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SANITARY FAIR AT DUBUQUE, IOWA. 


. If the value of services were measured 
by the extent of the sacrifice made in ren- 
dering them, it would probably be found 
that no State in the Union had done so 
much for the war as Iowa. She has sent, 
up to the present, nearly one-seventh of 
her entire population to the field. Some 
districts have nearly all their men in the 


- army; and in most of them a very large 


proportion of the farm labor has devolved 
on the women; and on women, too, it must 
not be forgotten, whose ordinary duties are 
as heavy as ever, and who are entirely un- 
used to the extraordinary ones with which 
they now find themselves burdened. And 
when it is remembered that all this is done 
and endured not for safety, or for inde- 
pendence, or gain, but for the perpetuation 
of the, blessings of free government, or in 
other words, for a remote good—that it 
will be the future generation, rather than 
this one, which will reap the full benefit of 
these great efforts—itis doubtful if there is 
on record any other so splendid example of 
the heroism, farsightedness, and self-abne- 
gation with which freedom long enjoyed, 
can gift a whole community. 

After having given so many men to the 
ranks, it need not have excited any great 
surprise if a comparatively poor State 
like Iowa, which is still struggling with the 
usual difficulties-of frontier life, had left to 
others the task of ministering to the sol- 
diers’ comfort. But so far from this, her 
exertions for the relief of the sick and 
wounded have been just as remarkable as 
her exertions in recruiting. Some of the 
incidents connected with the present fair 
belong to the romance of charity. 

There is an amount of devotion behind 
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such contributions as twenty dollars from a 
man whose three sons, (all he has,) are in 
the army, ‘‘ whose wife has to drive his 
reaper,” and whose ‘‘daughters assist in 
binding his grain,” and of more than a dollar 
** from every human being residing within 
the limits of a country away two hundred 
miles in the interior,” of which the accounts 
of philanthropy do not furnish many in- 
stances; of which people living in a com- 
mercial community, where money and labor 
are generally plenty, can form but little idea. 

Whatever the results of this war may be, 
this much is certain, that no community 
ever made such efforts and sacrifices as are 
recorded in the history both of our volun- 
teering and of our Sanitary fairs without 
being ennobled and purified by them. And 
the fact that they have been so widely and 
freely made at the North, certainly goes far 
to refute the generally received notions of 
the debasing effect on the character of long 
absorption in money getting. 

Mr. Norris says: 

‘The Northern fowa Fair Association was 
organized on the Ist of March last. Gen. H. 
A. Wiltse, U. 8. Sur.-Gen. of this District, 
was selected as President, who, with an effi- 
cient Board of Managers, has had the direc- 
tion and control of its affairs,and who have 
devoted their active energies to its interests. 
> At the time of its organization, a resolu- 
tion was adopted, pledging its proceeds to 
the Northwestern Branch of the U. S. Sani- 
tary Commission. ; 

My time during the month preceding the 
Fair, was devoted largely to exciting the 
public mind upon the subject, and prepar- 
ing it for sucha movement. My hopes and 
designs in regard to the results of the Fair, 
were not measured by the amount of money 
that would be raised by it, but I believed 
at could be made instrumental in reviving 
our work throughout the whole north’ half 

.of the State; and, also, of attaching our 

ypeople in their Sanitary operations to the 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission. In‘all my op- 
erations for the Fair, this object was kept 
steadily in view. . A few facts will show the 
extent to which my anticipations have been 
realized. . 

The shipment of hospital supplies to the 
Chicago Commission, which had become 
very light from this State, was immediately 


¢o stimulated, that in the month of March 
we sent to that Commission 202 packages. 


In the month of April, their receipts from — 


us amounted to 364 packages, 136 more than 
from the whole State of Illinois. For May, 
they received from us near 700 packages, 
171 more than from Tlinois. I have not 
the figures for June; they are, I am how- 
ever aware, equally large; and some 200 
packages more were shipped from Dubuque 
after the Fair, which reached Chicago too 


late to be embraced in the June report. It 


ought to be remarked that nearly the whole 
of these supplies were designed to be sent 
to the credit of the Fair.. Many of. the re- 
ceipts credited by the Northwestern Com- 
mission reports to local aid societies were 
designed by the societies to haye been 
credited to the Fair, but they neglected to 
give notice to that effect at Chicago, hence 
they were credited to them instead of the 
Fair, as intended. a, 

Four months’ incessant and active toil 
for, and the gift of thousands of doilars to 
the U. 8. Commission, through the Fair, 
have identified our aid societies and people 
fully with that. institution. At the. last 
meeting of the State Commission at Des- 
moiues, the delegates to which were from 
nearly all the aid societies that were at work 
for our Fair, a resolution was almost unan- 
imously adopted, advising all sanitary so- 
cieties in the State to send their supplies to 
the Northwestern Branch of the U. 8. Com- 
mission. 

Fears have been entertained that there 


would be a relapse of effort on the part of 


of our sanitary societies after the Fair was 
over. Every precaution has, however, been 
taken to prevent such a contingency, and 
our noble women of Iowa feel, I think, that 
the present is\no time for relaxation of ef- 
fort. \. 

Large receipts ought not to be antie- 
ipated from us at Chicago for a month or 
two to come, not because labor will be sus- 
pended, but because all supplies on hand 
have been exhausted for the Fair, and our 
people will have to begin entirely anew. 
The business of the Fair is not entirely 
closed up to enable me to give you precise 
results. The expenses haye been less in 
proportion to receipts, than any other of 
the great fairs. The receipts, itis hoped, 
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will reach from $75,000 to $80,000, and the 
net proceeds will not be far from $70,000. 
This result seems small when compared 
with the resulis of the New York or Phil- 
-adelphia Fairs, but it must be recollected 
_ our population is light, our country new, 
and our people generally poor. If real 
ability is taken into account, Iam satisfied 
that our gift upon this holy altar will be 
justly regarded as greater than that of any 
other fair that has been held for the Sani- 


tary cause. As was well remarked by Pres- 


ident Wiltse, in his opening address, ‘‘ No 
donations have been sanctified by greater 
sacrifices than those made to our Fair.” 
I have been surprised by a great many facts 
‘connected with its history. Neighborhoods 
‘whose entire male population almost had 
gone to the war, and whose crops have to 
be raised and, harvested by the females, 
_ have contributed largely to itsfunds. One 
farmer who gave $20, told me that his three 
boys, (all he had,) were in the army, and 
that his wife would be compelled to drive 
his reaper in the harvest field, and his 
daughters assist in binding his grain, and 
In securing his harvest. Kossuth County, 
away two hundred miles in the interior, 
gave more than a dollar for every human 
being residing within its limits. 
The Fair over, I shall extend my labors 
more into the southern portion of the 
State, though the principal towns in the 
northern part will require considerable at- 
tention. The history of our Fair will be 
published in a few days. Many items of 
interest omitted in this brief report will be 
found init. To that history for numerous 
particulars, you are respectfully referred.” 





LATE MILITARY MOVEMENT ON 
ST. JOHN’S ISLAND, 8. C. 

Dr. Marsh reports from Beaufort, 8. C., 

July 16: . | 
Near the closeof June, the General com- 
-manding gave us timely notice to prepare 
for an expedition. On the Ist July, the 
expedition, comprising all the available 
force of the Department, left Hilton Head, 
and on the morning of the 2d anchored in 
North Edisto harbor. Owing to the absence 
of field batteries, which an accident had 
detained, we were kept the entire day in an 
enemy’s country, and not five miles from 


his entrenchments. ‘Towards evening, a 
brigade under Gen. Birney, unsuccessfully 
met the enemy entrenched, and were re- 
pulsed and returned. On the day follow- 
ing, (July 3d,) the brigades under Generals 
Saxton and Hatch, disembarked; and on 
that and the day following, traversed Sea- 
brook and St. John’s Islands, by different 
routes, and on the 5th concentrated their 
forces in the neighborhood of Legareville, 
on St. John’s Island. . 

Capt. Low, the obliging Quartermaster 
at Beaufort, had assigned us transportation 
‘to any extent desired” upon fhe steamer 
Peconic, and when the troops took up their 
march inland, we, by advice of the Com- 
mander of the expedition, Gen. Hatch, re- 
mained in harbor, as hospital ship, to 
which the weary, wounded, and. those suf- 
fering from sun-stroke could be gathered. 
Med.cal aid not being abundant, the whole 
care naturally fell upon the Commission. 

In the march across the two islands, the 
troops suffered severely—the thermometer 
for hours standing from 95° to 108°. More 
or less skirmishing constantly occurred; 
and whatever disabilities followed of any 
nature, Surgeons and Line, Officers sent 
back to us, often with a commendatory 
note—those requiring our care. 

On the 5th, this march having been com- 


pleted, and the base of operations changed 


to the north part.of St. John’s Island, near 
Legareville, we were ordered to proceed to 
sea, and into Stono River, opposite to our 
forces. This was accomplished,and a portion 
of the accumulated sick were transported to 
another steamer, about midnight of the 6th. 

On the morning of the 7th we constructed 
quarters upow shore, and through the day 
cared for the disabled, and assisted in erect- 
ing hospitals for wounded expected from 
the front. In these labors we were greatly 
assisted, by Dr. Mudge, of the New York 
Engineers, professionally, and by volunteer 
aid from the same Engineers in pitching 
tents and arranging quarters. And here it 
is proper to remark, that on three expedi- 
tions we have experienced the generous aid 
of these same noble men; they seek us out, 
ascertain our wants, and their skill supplies 
every deficiency. On the evening of this day 
a scene was presented; that if witnessed, 
would have strengthened many a weary 
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hand, toiling for these devoted men. We 
had seventy-eight for whom we could find no 
shelter. Quickly from bales of straw, which 
we had brought with us, bed-sacks and pil- 
low ticks were filled, and placed between 
the cotton rows, the patients put upon 
them, and a quilt thrown over them; each 
had a couch to himself. And when at sun- 
set, our attendants passed among them, 
giving to each patient the kind and quality 
of food appropriate, one could easily be- 
lieve its rays had seldom lingered upon a 
holier scene. 

About 11 P. M. of the 7th, the wounded 
began to pour in from the front; and for 
the succeeding forty-eight hours, at which 
time the orders were given for re-embark- 
ing and the expedition to return to Port 
Royal, every moment was incessantly em- 
ployed in washing, clothing, ane feeding 
the men, and assisting at the operating table. 

On the 10th, the last of the expedition 
left the placid waters of the Stono; its du- 

ration brief, but terribly exhausting. 

Most of the troops had never made a 
march, or seen a battle; others had passed 
months in inactivity; and all poorly pre- 
pared for a campaign in an enemy’s coun- 
try, over scorching sands, and an atmos- 
phere seldom less than fever heat. The 
legitimate consequences followed. The 
Surgeons prescribed, and operated; and by 
tacit consent, all other duties devolved 
upon the Commission. 

Beside medicines, and two hundred husk 
mattresses, the Commission furnished all; 
and hence the great expenditure of stores, 
apparently not called for by the character 
of the expedition. 

In this connection it is due to Surgeon 
Benton, Chief Medical Officer, to state, 
that the ample stores which he had pro- 
vided, from unforseen circumstances, were 
not available when needed, and hence the 
necessity for so large a draft upon our 
supplies. & 

It affords me especial pleasure to testify 
so the cheerful manner in which the arduous 
and almost incessant labors of the employees 
of the Commission were performed. 

For eighty-four consecutive hours, not 
one man among them secured, in all, eight 
hours’ sleep. And I desire particularly to 
acknowledge the yaluable aid rendered us 


by the Quartermaster’s Department on this 

and on all occasions. Indeed, so far as 

transportation is concerned, the work of 

the Commission would be most efficiently 

discharged if left entirely to this Depart- 

ment. Ti 
Appended is a list of isues: 

(82 galls. whisky. 

3 ounces morphine. 

3lbs chloroform. ° 


5 lbs. soap. 
3 lbs. sponge. 


8 cases beef stock. id 
3 cases milk, 

3 cases coffee. 

70 lbs. tea. 

3 cases corn starch, 

15 bbls. crackers. 

5 lbs. arrow root. 


3 bbls. old pieces. 
2 bbls. bandages. 


75 lbs. chocolate. 100 quilts. 
15 cases tomatoes. 50 blankets. 
3 cases farina. 440 shirts. 


2 cases gelatine. 


475 pairs drawers. 
2 boxes jelly. 


450 pairs socks. 


2 bbls. sugar. 475 towels. 

75 lbs. ham. 600 handkerchiefs. | 
40 lbs. cheese. 131 pairs slippers. 

5 bbls. onions. 500 pillow ticks. 

29 casks pickles. 250 bed sacks. 

5 galls. vinegar. 12 lanterns. 

5 bbls. dry toast. 48 tin cups. 

2 boxes b. brandy. 21 basins. 


Nearly all which were consumed upon 
the field. | ) 





DISTRIBUTION OF ANTI-SCORBUTICS IN 
THE ARMY OF THE POTOMAC. 


We have received reports from our agents 
engaged in the work of distributing anti- 
scorbutic supplies in the army before Peters- 
burg, as well as acknowledgments from sur- 
geons and other officers, some extracts from 
which may serve to give some idea of the 
nature and extent of the work. Mr. Light- 
ship, who was sent in charge of the party 
assigned to that duty in.the Fifth Army — 
Corps, says: 7 


We left City Point Hospital about eight 
o’clock A. M., andarrived at the headquax- 
ters of the 5th Corps about ten o’clock..- 
We visited the headquarters of the divisions, 
conversed with three of ‘the generals, and 
ascertained their opinion of the doing of the. 
Commission. We also visited the men in 
the batteries and camps. They all spoke 
well of the Sanitary, and thanked us for 
their fourth of July dinner. . The men 
said they had received during the past ten 
days pickled onions, fresh onions, potatoes, 
eabbage, tomatoes, and canned meats. 
They all said they had received some por- . 
tion of the goods that were sent .to them, 
and that they were told when it was given © 
them, that it was a gift from the Sanitary 
Commission. They all said that if they 
could receive some fresh vegetables every 
few days, they would be a great deal Better 
fitted for fighting. They seemed pleased 
to see us, and kept saying, ‘‘ God bless the 
Sanitary,” and such expressions. I asked — 
Gen. Griffin if he could give us any sug- 
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gestions with reference to the wants of the 
men in the field. He said that there was 
little use of sending canned meats to the 
front, as the men were well supplied with 
Jresh meats, and that vegetables were a 
great deal better. He also recommended 
porter for the men. He told me ifthe men 
could receive vegetables and porter every 
week, that there would not be one-third of 
the present number sick. He also sug- 
gested, by way of a joke, that if the Com- 
mission could send out a quantity of rain, 
it would be a great Sanitary measure. Gen. 
Ayres and Gen. Hays spoke of the use of 
vegetables in the army, and hoped the 
Commission would send out more. I think 
that a bountiful supply should be sent out 
to the men as soon as possible. The old 
proverb, ‘‘An ounce of prevention is worth 
a pound of cure,” would prove very appro- 
‘priate in their case. I think the Fifth Corps 
has received its share of the articles sent, 
and are well aware of where they came from, 
and seem very grateful for them. We re- 
turned in the evening, well pleased with 
our journey, and satisfied that vegetables 
_ sent to the army are not wasted. - 


The following returns of the distribution 
‘in the Fifth Corps have been received: 


Commissary Dupt., 4TH Drv., 5TH A. C., 
July 5th, 1864. 
Mr. J. WARNER JOHNSON, 
Sanitary Commission: 
Crry Pornt, Va. 
My Dzar Sir—Inclosed you will please 
find statements from the Brig. Commis- 


saries of the disposition made of the sup- 


plies received from the Sanitary Commis-_ 


sion on July Ist, for distribution amongst 
the officers and soldiers of this Division: 

The following articles were distributed 
to the officers and men detailed in the dif- 
ferent departments, viz.: 

24 cans tomatoes, 14 cans chicken, 10 
eans turkey, 12 cans mutton, 12 cans beef, 
10 cans milk, 4 bottles ginger, 4 bottles 
blackberry brandy; part of a keg of porter 
was issued, and the remainder of it sent 
to Division Headquarters. One bottle of 
brandy was stolen or lost. : 

Yesterday I visited the front, and heard 
from every one great praise bestowed upon 


your noble Commission, as well as much_ 


gratitude expressed toward those at home 
who provided these luxuries. 

This donation of delicacies was made 
most opportunely, as it afforded the sol- 
diers a fourth of July entertainment. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 


CHARLES MoCuure, 
Capt. ana C. S. Volunteers. 


CAMP NEAR PETERSBURG, ut} 
. x July 4th, 1864. 

Capt. C. McCiure, 

C. S. 4th Div, 5th A. C. 


Captrain—I have the honor to acknowl- 
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edge receipt through you of the following 

articles from the Sanitary Commission for 

distribution to the officers and men of the 

2d Brigade, 4th Division, 5th A. C. 

168 cans tomatoes, 

72 cans chicken. 

48 cans turkey. 

98 cans mutton, 

48 cans beef. 

48 cans milk, 
Very respectfully, 


ALBERT WALKER, 
Capt. and C. S. 2d Brigade, 4th Div. 5th A. C. 


20 lbs. chewing tobacco. 

5 lbs. smoking tobacco. 

10 bottles ginger. 

3 bottles blackberry brandy. 
1 keg porter. 


Com’y Drp’r ist Bric., 4TH Div., 5rH Corrs, ) 
PETERSBURG, Va., July 4th, 1864. f 


Caprain—Enclosed you will find state- 
ment of distribution of Sanitary Stores 
sent us on the 2d inst. 

The troops appear to feel very grateful, 
and speak in high terms of the Commis- 
siomi_(f | 

Very respectfully your ob’t serv’t, 
Henry OC. Hattoway. 
Captain ‘and C. 8. 
Abstract of issues of Sanitary Stores to Volunteers near 
Petersburg, Va., July 2d, 1864. 


137 cans tomatoes. 38 cans milk. 

58 cans chicken. 20 lbs. tobacco. 

38 cans turkey. 5 lbs. smoking tobacco. 
72 cans mutton. 5 galls. porter. 

86 cans beef. 10 bottles ginger. 


47H DrvISion, 5TH Corps, 
Juy 2d, 1864. 


40 Ibs. chewing tobacco, 
10 lbs. smoking tobacco. 
3% bbls. porter. , 

2 doz. Jamaica ginger. 

1 doz. blackberry brandy. 


229 114 Ib. cans tomatoes. 

144 2 lb. cans chickens. 

96 21». cans turkeys. 

192 2 1b. cans mutton. 

96 2 lb. cans beef. 

96.1 1b. cans milk. 
Received the above of the Sanitary Com- 

mission for issue to the officers and men of 

4th Division, 5th Corps. 


C. McCrure, 
Capt. and C. 8S. Vols. 


Mr. Newell, who was sent on a similar 
duty to the 9th Corps a few days later, re- 
ports, July 9th: 

* * * : * * 

I visited the head-quarters of Gen. Led- 
lie and Gen. Wilcox, and had a very satis- 
factory interview with the Division Com- 
missary of Gen. Potter, thus obtaining in- 
formation respecting the first three divis- 
ions: 

1. Capt. Boyd, Corps Commissary, stated 
that 80 barrels of onions had been received 
on the 7th of July. He said, also, no bar- 
rels of potatoes, but that must be a mis- 
take. : 

2. The First Division received 8 barrels 
of potatoes, 18 barrels of onions, 150 heads 
of cabbage. . 

3. The Second Division received 9 bar- 
rels of potatoes, 22 barrels of onions, and 
200 heads of cabbage. 

4. The Third Division did not receive 
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anything. This must have been the fault of 
the Division Commissary, and so I told 
Gen. Wilcox’s Adjutant. He is now at City 
Point, and a new Commissary has been ap- 
pointed. ) 

* * bik * % 


- The Government was issuing potatoes in 
about the same quantity as the Sanitary is- 
sues of onions—a potato toa man. ‘These 
were 48 hours’ rations. TheCommissarysaid 
that he could not, as IT advised, issue beets to 
one regiment, beans to another, &c., so as. 
to make a good mess of some one kind for 
each, there would be too much grumbling. 
The Second Brigade Commissary said that 
the saur kraut had come in sufficient quan- 
tities for the eastern regiments, but was 
only an aggravation to the western, accus- 
tomed to quantities of this, so that he 
finally sent the whole of a small ration to 
the latter. 


* * * 


Lemons are the most grateful of all gifts, 
as they not only prevent scurvy, &c., ike 
onions, but are 4 great luxury, and cheer 
and refresh the men, who make them into 
lemonade. 


Mr. Potter reports, from the same Corps, 
July 6th: , 


The following are the essential facts to 
be reported concerning the Sanitary sup- 
plies of anti-scorbutics sent to’tho Ninth 
Corps in the field: 


The train, loaded with pickles, fresh on- 
ions and dried apples, left City Point land- 
ing at 12 M. 8d of July. The Sanitary 
Agents detailed to look after these supplies 
left later in the day, camped out near the 
9th Corps headquarters that night, and re- 
ported to Gen. Burnside at 8 o’clock the 
next morning, July 4. The General re- 
ceived us very cordially, and spoke of the 
work of the Commission in the highest 
terms. He knew of the train of supplies 


that had been sent up the day before; the. 


portion assigned to the 9th Corps (96 bbls.) 
had been delivered, and already by his 
Commissary sent to the different Divisions. 
He spoke very strongly of the good effects 
which former supplies of this kind had had 
upon the men, and hoped the Commission 
would continue to send them, and even more 
extensively. It had been his opinion, he 
said, from the first, that the sending of 


such articles to the soldiers in the field be- . 


fore they get sick, and particularly when, 
as now, they are so much confined to the 
trenches, is one of the most important 
ways in which the Sanitary Commission 
can work. 

From the corps headquarters we went to 
the several division headquarters. In each 
the supplies had been received in good or- 
der, and were to be distributed to the men 
with their rations either for dinner or sup- 


per, and everywhere they were most wel-) 


come. Both officers and men spoke of 
those formerly sent as just the things 


wanted. The tomatoes, particularly, were 


very acceptable, and went through the 


whole corps, giving a large ration to each | 
One of our agents remained: with 


man. 
each division. I went to the Ist, Gen. 
Ledlie’s. Gen. Ledlie takes a special and 
personal interést in this work of the Com- 
mission, and spoke most heartily of the 
good it was doing. He has the supplies 
brought directly to headquarters, and put 


under the charge of his Provost Marshal, . 


through whom they are distributed pro rata 
to the brigades and regiments. His reason 
for this is, that the men may know that these 
articles are not supplied as regular army ra- 
tions, but that they come directly from the peo- 
ple at home, through the Sanitary Commission; 
and, he added, that this knowledge by the men 


of the interest taken in their welfare by friends 


at home wouid increase the good effect of the 
articles. At dinner time I went through 
most of the regiments in both the second 
and first lines of rifle pits of this division. 
The men were eating the; pickles which 
had been, sent from our barge at neon the 
day before, and they ate them with the 
greatest relish, and praised the good peo- 
ple who had sent them, and said they wish- 
ed they could have some such thing every 
day. ‘There was the greatest cali, I think, 
for tomatoes and fresh onions, especially 
for the latter. An onion or @ pickle seéms 
a small thing to ws; but it is a great thing 
to a man who has te lie there in those rifle 
pits for four days in succession, with the 
bullets whistling over his head, especially 


if he feels that it comes in some sense as a - 


present from home: The commanding offi- 
cers and surgeons all said ‘‘Send more— 
send aS many as you can.) Since these 
articles began to be received, only six days 
before, the sitk report of the Ist Division 
of the 9ti: Corps had been reduced from 
355 to .28, a veduction which Gen. Ledlie 
and his Medical Director both attributed 
mainly to this change of diet. Ordinarily 
they said they should expect sickness: to 
increase the longer the men’ are in trench- 
es. Several officers assured me that in 
their own cases diarrhea had’ been cured 
by eating freely of the tomatoes sent them 


by the Commission: And generally all that, 


~ 


- 


I saw myself and learned from others, dur- . 


ing the two days I was at the front, con 
vinced me that this new work which ‘the 
Commision has undertaken of caring for 
the needs of the well men in the field—not 
waiting for them to thin the ranks on ac- 
count of sickness—is one of the greatest, 
perhaps the greatest, sanitary works of the 
war; and in my mind there is no doubt of 


the expediency of continuing and inecreas-- 


ing it. 
Mr. Leavens writes, July 5th: 
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We reached the front late in the evening. 
After losing our way and nearly upsetting 
the wagon, we camped for the night by the 
road-side. Next morning we found Gen. 
~ Burnside’s headquarters, where we left two 
portions of our goods, one for him and one 
to be sent to Gen. Ferrero, of the 4th Di- 
vision, (colored:) A third share we left at 
Gen. Potter’s headquarters, 2d Division. 
vision. 

_ My reception by Gen. Potter was very 
courteous. 
cort of a staff officer to the Brigade Head- 
quarters, with permission to make such in- 
quiries as my duty required. The officer 
who attended me also very politely showed 


the various objects of interest at the front. - 


I found our stores of pickles, onions, &c., 


in the hands of the Division Commissary, | 


to- be distributed during the day. Later 
in the day I was informed by soldiers with 


whom I conversed that they had received | 


such articles. I had conversation with 
Gen. Potter, commanding the Division, 
Gen. Griffin, of the Ist Brigade, Dr. ——, 
and many other officers and men in regard 
to the sanitary condition of the Division. 
All agreed that the Government rations 
were now abundant and of good quality; 
beef, pork, soit bread, beans, rice, &ec., be- 
ing named. Nothing was more needed 
than such articles as our stores contained, 
pickles, onions, &c. Almost any strong 
acid was much eraved and needed by the 
men. 

The Commission can do nothing that will 
be more grateful to the men or more cor- 
dially approved by the officers,! than to 
send on all such articles possible. . The 
main articles spokenof were pickles, onions, 
saur kraut, and lemons. Doubtless stores 
of similar quality might be added. 

Gen. Griffin spoke of ale as a drink, 
thinking it would be better than the whis- 
key ration. . 

% F * oe * * 
The men at the front seemed active and 
healthy. The Division Hospital was nearly 
free from wounded. I think the Commis- 
sion may rest confident that its goods reach 
the men, as intended, and may also. have 
satisfaction in the wisdom and beneficence 
of sending forward such supplies. 


VETERAN RESERVE CORPS. 
Dr. Macgowan, Acting Brigade Surgeon 
of the Veteran Reserve Corps, also sends us 
the following strong testimony: 


_ But, to the subject before me. When 
Gen. Grant changed. his base to Port Royal, 
ten companies of this corps were sent from 
Alexandria to protect the new base. They 
were absent on that duty, a little less than 
a month, during which time, their food 


\ 





It was given to me to remain in this Di-: 


He kindly granted me the es- 





consisted of pork, beans, and hard tack ex- 
clusively, save on two occasions, when fresh 
beef was served out.’ The deprivation of 
fresh vegetables, induced, before the close 
of the period, incipient scurvy in the com- 


mand, to the extent of twenty-five percent. 


Mm some) companies, and forty per cent. in 
others, Spongy gums were so prevalent as 
to indicate that the deprivation if continued 


-a little longer, would have rendered one- 


half the force wholly unfit for duty. 

On their return I made a requisition for 
lemons, pickles, and such vegetables as 
were on hand at your agency here, which 
was instantly complied with, and which 
atforded timely reliet..° These men reeuper- 
ated in part by your bounty, have again 


deserved well of the country, by aiding to 


drive the rebels from the threshold of the 
Capitol. 

It must be borne in mind that this prev- 
alence of scurvy, so excessive, and of such 
rapid development, was among men who 
had been more or less’ disabled by wounds 
or disease before they had earned a place 
in this American Legion of Honor. Some 
of them had suffered from scorbutic affec- 
tions in Tennessee and at White House; 
they were on duty every other day, and 
often several. days. In succession. .Vonse- 
quently, this statement. is presented, hot as 
a criterion whereby to gauge the needs and 
dangers of our armies in this regard, but to 
show that your prophylactic labors are 
called for, and to apprise a generous pub- 
lic ofthe fact... So long as our ‘‘ boys” 
have the assurance that they are supported 
in good faith by the nation, they will not 
grow weary of battling for the Republic, 
even if the conflict should be carried into 
the next century. 


Vegetables and other anti-scorbutic arti- 
cles are still daily issued in large quantiti 
tothe Army, outside of the regular ‘aa 
to. Hospitals, and the acknowledgments 
from surgeons, officers and privates, indi- 
cating how highly they are appreciated and 
how beneficial are their effects, are as reg- 
ularly received. 

It being impossible to get a statement in 
full’ of issues for current month, before 
going to press, we repeat the list published 
in last number of Bunuerin, adding a let- 
ter from Dr. Douglas, explaining, manner 
of distribution, and one from the corres- 
pondent of the New York 7imes relative to 
this part of the Commission’s work. 

Anti-scorbutics forwarded during the 


‘month of June: 


207,156 Ibs. canned toma-!36,273 galls. pickled cucum- 

toes, (over 103 tons.) bers, (about 1,300 bbls.) 
15,050 lbs. canned fruit. 13,334 galis, pickled onions. 
574 cans “ jellies. |4,719 f 5 tomatoes, 
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1,106 galls. curried cabbage. |32 bbls. other dried fruit. 
16,218 galls. saur kraut. 301 boxes lemons. 

100 bbls. fresh onions. 2,400 boxes portable lemon- 
70 bbls. potatoes. ade 


242 bbls. dried apples. 25 boxes oranges. 


Ciry Pornt, July 9th. 
Dr. N. C. STEVENS, 
DEAR Str—I propose to make the next 
issue to 9th Corps, and shall be prepared, I 
think, to-morrow. TI have on hand of 


Pickled Cucumbers, 200 barrels. — 
‘< — Qnions, ye a 
Potatoes, CVE ene. 


If a barrel of pickled cucumbers will suf- 
fice 500 men, 50 barrels will certainly give 
a.good ration to every man in the 9th 
Corps; the same of pickled cnions. Of po- 
tatoes, the Army ration is3_ barrels to 100 
men. Our barrels will weigh 2bout 130 lbs. 

If I send you of potatoes 75 bbls., you 
will have about 10,000 lbs. of potatoes, 
which will give you a good ration. 


Say then—50 bbls. Cucumbers, pickled. 
50 ‘* Onions, Sf 
75 ‘* Potatoes, fresh. 


Total, 175 bbls. 


It will require twenty-five wagons to take 
them to the front. Please. procure them, 
and telegraph me when they are on the way. 

Yours, &e., 


J. H. Dovgeuias, M.D. 


The New York Times correspondent, 
writing from camp, July 20, says: 

The pathetic note from George Rodgers, 
of Sheridan’s cavalry, printed in last Sun- 
day’s Times, has attracted my attention. 
It is evident that he and his comrades have 
been ‘‘ shared out” in the general distribu- 
tion of onions. That the savory anti-scor- 
butics did not come their way is certain to 
be regretted, and without stopping to in- 
quire who was guilty of the oversight, I 
must correct the false impression this com- 
plaint has doubtless left upon the minds of 
many who read it. I can do this without 
much trouble, and the kind-hearted public 
who have subscribed so generously for the 
purchase of the vegetables, and the little 
children, who sacrificed their pyrotechnic 
pleasures on the Fourth of July, for the 
same worthy object, will be glad to know 
that their bounty was not misapplied. The 
Sanitary Commission has been the faithful 
agent in the distribution. For this asser- 
tion I have read the proof in handsome 
notes of acknowledgment from Major-Gen- 
_erals Warren, Smith, Burnside, and a half 
score more of Division and Brigade Com- 
manders. Quantities of vegetables arrived at 
City Point about the 2d of July,and through 
the cheerful exertions of Dr. J. H. Douglas, 
the Assistant Secretary of the Commission; 
Drs. Macdonald, Stevens and Swalm, In- 
spectors; Mr. Anderson, the transportation 
agent, and the other employees, without 


any exception, the onions were apportion- 
ed and delivered to the Division Commissa- 
ries of the respective corps, in time to make 
part of the Fourth of July dinner. 

The Army of the Potomac received 514 
barrels. is 
The Highteenth Corps received 102 -bar- 
rels. bag 
The Tenth Corps received 107 barrels. 

Wilson’s Cavalry division received 12 
barrels. : 

The aggregate number of barrels distri- 
buted for that occasion was 743. . 

On the 6th of July another distribution of 
1,153 barrels was made under the direction 
of Lieut. Col. Morgan, Chief Commissary 
of the armies in the field. 

Since that date there have been very large 
supplies received, not only onions, but of 
potatoes, cabbages, green and dried apples, 
canned tomatoes and pickles, all of which 
have been distributed among the men in 
the camps and trenches, and the patients 
in the hospitals. The figures show that for 
the eighteen days, beginning July 1, the. 
Commission distributed 3,353 barrels of 
potatoes, 2,719 barrels of onions, 1,448 
barrels of pickles, 865 barrels of assorted’ 
vegetables, 141 barrels of dried apples, — 
barrels of green apples, and still have a 
quantity of the less perishable stores on 
hand to be disposed of among the various 
corps. 

From a personal investigation, I am able - 
to say that the soldiers appreciate to the 
full extent the thoughtfulness of their 
friends, and from a hygienic point of view, - 
the advantages of this liberal supply of fresh 
vegetables, is incalculable. Sheridan’s cay- 
alry are the only men in all the army from 
whom there has been heard a whisper of 
complaint, and that they were overlooked 
in the distribution, was not the desire, as’ 
I am certain it was not the fault, of the 
agents of the Commission, ‘The failure, if 
traced to its causes, would be found to rest 
upon the Commissary Department of that™ 
organization; or, still more probable, in the 
miscarriage of the notification to send for 
the portion assigned for the cavalry. 

For a very good reason, the Sanitary 
Commission at present will send no more 
vegetables to the army, the Government 
having a sufficient supply on hand to hold: 
out until the end of thismonth. After the 
first of August, however, the Commissaries 
will no longer issue a ration of fresh vege- 
tables to the soldiers; and, by an order of the 
War Department, a very general reduction 
of the entire schedule of rations is to take 
place from that date. The amount thus 
far issued during the war has been proved 
from actual experiencé to have been ex- 
travagantly large—far larger than the men 
could consume. Now the soldiers, in lieu 
of the curtailed rations, are to receive $16 
per month, instead of $13 as heretofore. 
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Theitems of potatoes, molasses and, option- 
ally, rice or beans, are to be altogether cut 
off, and the ration of flour or bread is to 
be reduced from twenty-two to eighteen 
ounces per diem. Here then is the op- 
portunity for exercise by the public ofa 
commendable generosity. Let the people 
promptly step in with their munificent 
offerings to supply what the Government 
will not. 
appreciated now, when an occasional and 
limited quantity is furnished by the Com- 
missariat Department, will not the appre- 
ciation be immeasurably greater under the 
new order of matters next month? The 
people have only to understand these 
things, and feel confident that their gifts 
are properly applied, to insure no lack of 
these coveted and health-sustaining articles 
of diet. These vegetables must be fur- 
nished to the soldiers, and the Sanitary 
Commission will doubtless in some way see 
to that; but how can it add this immense 
tax upon its means without retrenching its 
disbursements in other directions? It is 
the privilege of friends at home to ameli- 
orate by every method the hardships en- 
dured by their brave defenders in the field, 
and the past gives ample proof that they 
will not fail to exercise it with enthusiasm. 





WORK OF RELIEF IN GRANT'S ARMY, 


Mr. Smith reports from City Point, June 
22: 
_ Ihave the honor to submit the following 


report of my work in the field since leaving 
Washington for Belle Plain, May 11, 1864: 
* * * * * 


Finding that there was much to do 
for every one desirous of alleviating the 
wants and sufferings of our wounded 
men, I felt that the severity of the storm 
could offer no excuse for my delay in 
doing all in my power to comfort them. I 
found many of our men quite badly wound- 
ed, lying by the road side in the mud and 
rain, without tubber or woolen blankets to 
protect them. Many, who were more 
seriously wounded, I discovered lying in 
army wagons in bad condition, as nearly 
all had been cooped up in them for from 
twenty-four to forty-eight hours, and had 
been carried over very rough roads, in 
very uncomfortable positions, for a distance 
of twenty-five miles, without once having 
had the primary dressings of their wounds 
removed, or wet oftener than twice since 
starting on their journey. The bandages 
were found very much displaced and soil- 
ed, and in consequence there was much 
suffering from the heat and painfulness of 
wounds. It was my work to relieve these 
men, as well as I was able, by changing 
the positions in which their wounded and 
_wearied limbs had been lying for many 
hours, and to dress and wet such wounds 


If fresh vegetables are so highly. 


~to wounded of 5th Corps. 
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as seemed to have been longest neglected, 
and gave rise to most suffering. All I met 
with were bearing their fate with indescri- 
bable calmness and fortitude. 

* * 


Coffee, tea, and crackers were freely dis- 
tributed by the agents of the Commission, 
whose headquarters were established at a 
point favorably located for the work. 

The wounds, as far as my observations 
extended, were generally doing remarkably 
well. 

In the afternoon of May 12th, IT found in 
one wagon, Lieut. , 20th Massachu- 
setts Volunteers, who was shot by guerril- 
las, while lying in the wagon on his way to 
Belle Plain. He was in a critical condition,’ 
having been wounded at the front in an 
engagement, and being on his way to hos- 
pital when he was shot again. ‘This, to 
me, was a heart-rending case; the former 
wound* not being fatal, and honorably re- 
ceived, while the latter would without 
doubt cost him his life. I gave him some 
wine and soft crackers, and ordered some 
beef tea, and dressed his wounds. Same 
day I went to ambulance park of 5th and 
9th Corps, with Dr. E. Harris. Here I 
found 600 men seriously wounded, many 
having had their limbs amputated. 





The same supplies, in kind, were given 
All these men 
were in a very destitute condition, and the 
surgeons of the 5th Corps, and the steward 
of 9th,said the men must have suffered much 
for want of food, but for the timely arrival 
of our stores. The wounded in 9th Corps 
told me they had received no food, of sub-) 
stantial character, in thirty-six hours pre- 
vious to my visit, and that their wounds 
had remained unlooked at for forty-eight 
hours. These men and their wounds and 
stumps were in bad condition in all re- 
spects; and thus they would be compelled, 
probably to lie eighteen hours longer before 
they could reach the wharf and the trans- 
ports. I left bandages, lint, and’ adhesive 
plaster, also, for their use. 

On May 13th I started on foot, in mud 
and rain, for Fredericksburg, and after going 
some distance fell in with Mr. Holbrook, 
who kindly offered me his horse for part of 
my journey. When about half way to the 
city, met several large squads of rebel 
prisoners. This evidence of our success 
brought much cheerfulness and apparent 
satisfaction to our men, both those who 
were trudging along with moderately severe 
wounds, and those on their way to the 
‘front,’ who seemed now to be over- 
anxious to push along with alacrity. 
Arrived in city at 2144 P. M., pretty well 
drenched with rain. Reported to Dr. Dal- 
ton, at your request. He assigned me to 





* Compound fracture of lower jaw. 
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duty in charge of two hospitals of 1st Div, 
of 6th Corps. I commenced work in the 
hospitals by dressing, that evening, such 
wounds as imperatively needed attention, 
and ordering from the storehouse of the 
Commission such supplies and articles as I 
felt would make my men comfortable. 
There were in the hospital 106 men—of 
these, 69 were slightly wounded, and 37 
very seriously. ‘he following morning 
dressing of all the wounded by myself had 
been entered upon, and I worked hard 
from 814 A.M; tillnearly 24¢ P.M. This hav- 
ing been done, i was well satisfied with the 
condition of all the wounded,and of the cases 
which it was necessary I should personally 
attend to Gaily; the others being turned 
oyer to dressers and nurses, . By this plan 
I saved much time, and in course of three 
or four days all was going on so nicely that 
one-half of the afternoen of. each day was 
spent in dressing the wounds of men; who 
were to be found Wing on nearly every 
street corner, without having had. their 
wounds attended to from forty-eight to 
seventy-two hours. Many poor follows 
were crowded into damp, dark, ill venti- 
lated stores, of which. there are a great 
number in the city. These men frequently 
were found suffering much from long lying 
in one position, er from hunger or thirst, 
or painiulness of their wounds. .In the 
hali aiternoons which I spent in. going 
around looking after the wants of these 
neglected cases, and in relieving them, I 
am conscious of having done much good in 
the name of the Sanitary Commission. 
% * * * * 

Soon after our arrival.at Port Royal I 
went ashore, and inquired into the condi- 
tion and needs of the wounded. Found 
most were lying in army wagons, parked 
about the supply depot of the Sanitary 
Commission, which had been established 
at) this point before.our advent. . All the 
wounded with whom I conversed acknowl- 
edged they had enough to eat, and more; 
and expressed much gratitude towards the 
Sanitary Commission for the prompt man- 
ner in which its agents had come to their 
relief. Part of the materials of which the 
food was prepared were, I believe, furnish- 
ed us by the Army Medical, Department, 
under Dr. Cuyler, but the preparation and 
distribution were done by the agents of the 
Commission. These labors here were highly 
appreciated by our soldiers. 

One of the most gratifying features .of 
the Commission’s work at this point was 
the interment of the dead, under the im- 
mediate supervision of Mr. Holstein, in a 
manner so orderly, respectful and solemn, 
that it attracted the attention of all, and 
elicited many expressions of gratitude, sat- 
isfaction and reverence, from the witnesses 
of these unpretending scenes of loyal de- 
votion, No more imposing obsequies have 


T ever observed, and never have I experi- 
enced a more uncontrollable thrill of so- 
lemnity, than when I saw the bodies of our 
men, shrouded in their blankets, lowered 
into graves, unseen by friends and unknown 
to those whose loyal hearts urged them to 
this last sad but sanctifying duty. When. 
T last visited the grounds there had been 
twenty-three interments. The graves were 
tastefully arranged in rows, and to each 
was a head-board, on which was inscribed 
the name, rank, company, regiment, and 
date of death of the deceased. 

From Port Royal I accompanied the party 
to White House, which landing we reached 
in the afternoon of May 29th. There had 
been no considerable number of troops at 
this point until about two hours previous 
to our arrival. Iwas soon assigned to duty 
on shore. For several days 1 made it my» 
business to look to the wants of our woun- 
ded and supply them, or direct such as 
were able where to find what they wanted. 
One long train of badly wounded men, 
numbering about 1,500, came in June 2d. _ 
I visited nearly all the ambulances, and 
asked the occupants if they had been fed, 
and had received coffee or beef-tea, &c. 
In every instance the reply was ‘‘ Yes, the 
Sanitary men gave us something to eat,” 
or words conveying the same meaning. 

Up to June 4th I continued doing such 
work as came within my sphere, and in the 
doing of which benefit accrued to our sick | 
and wounded men. My work for several. 
days previous to this date was not done 
with the alacrity it demanded, for the rea- 
son that I did not feel well. The malaise, 
previously experienced, seemed to have 
culminated on afternoon of June 4th, and 
a severe attack of dysentery was the conse- 
quence. From this date till June 12th I 
was wholly unfit for any service, and then 
I should have declined work had not Dr. 
Fairchild been suddenly taken ill and. 
started for Washington. I then succeeded — 
him in duty on our boats, in which capacity 
I have remained up to present date. 


The following extracts from Superin- 
tendent Harris’s report, may serve to illus- 
trate the difficulties of transportation with 
which the Field Relief Corps of the Com- 
mission have to contend in following the 
Army with supplies: 


From Bette PuaIn To Waite Hovssz. 


On May 23d, Mr. John A. Anderson, . 
Acting Associate Secretary in charge of the 
work of the Commission at Belle Plain, on 
the Potomac, at that tims the base of sup- 
plies for the Army of the Potomac, placed 
me in charge of the land transportation of 
the Commission, then consisting of thirty- 
two four-horse wagons, exclusive of those 
at front, with instructions to exercise my 
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own judgment about conducting the train 
to the next base, which would probably be 
Port Royal, on the Rappahannock, twenty 
miies below Fredericksburg. The same 
day I received the following telegram from 
. Mr. Knapp, dated Washington:—‘‘ Send 
the loaded wagons to Fredericksburg. Use 
your own judgment about the others; but 
supply Fredericksburg if you can.” 

~All the wagons were loaded, and at.6.30 
P.M., the train, started in charge of Clark 
Emmons, wagon master, with orders to 
halt for the night at White Oak Church. 
In the morning the feeding station there, 
in charge of Mr. Doolittle, was broken up, 
the goods put in the wagons, and the train 
started for Fredericksburg, where I report- 
ed to Dr. Douglas, Associate Secretary, at 
10 A.M. 

The Post Quartermaster, Captain Stone, 
being in want of teams to move the wound- 
ed to the station at Falmouth, the Govern- 
ment horses being exhausted by the work 
put upon them, made a request for twenty- 
five of the Commissions’ teams, which was 
granted by Dr. Douglas. These teams were 
engaged all night, making several trips 
’ from the various hospitals in the town to 
Falmouth. 

The next day, (25th,) a similar request 
was made for ten teams, which was also 
granted by Dr. Douglas. ‘These were at 
work all day and night, the Commission 
drivers remaining with their own teams, 
reiusing, although nearly exhausted, to let 
strange men drive. 

On the 26th, the Sanitary Commission 
steamer Kent arrived from Port Royal, in 
charge of Mr. Williams, and reported the 
aT boats of the Commission at that 

ace. 

On the 27th a force was sent. out to the 
Wilderness, to attempt the recovery of some 
of our wounded, abandoned there several 


days previously, and then in the hands of 


theenemy. A train of ambulances accom- 
panied the expedition, to which was added 
a Commission four-horse wagon loaded 
with soft crackers, milk and stimulants, in 

‘charge of Mr. Wilcox, agent of the second 
Corps. 

The wounded were recovered and brought 
in, the stores being distributed to them on 
the road, 

On the 28th, Fredericksburg was. aban- 
doned by our forces. Leaving at 5 A.M., 
we arrived at Port Royal shortly after dark, 
and reported to Dr. Douglas. Before start- 
ing in the morning, Dr. informed 
me that his brother, who was recovering 
from the small pox, had been left in one of 
the houses in town, and that he was unable 
to get him in an ambulance or on board the 
hospital boat, and that unless I could carry 
him in one of the wagons he would be left 
behind. 

I had him placed in a spring wagon, and 





made him as ccmfortable as possible, and 
the next morning had the satisfaction of 
seeing him placed on board a boat bound 
for Washington. 

The next day, (Sunday 29th,) the boats 
of the Commission left for White House, 
to which place the base of supplies was 
being changed. The wagons were loaded 
with a few additional sacks of grain each, 
and preparations made for starting the fol- 
lowing morning. At 2 A. M., Monday, 
the train was in readiness to start, but 
having received permission from the Quar- 


_ termaster, Capt. Blood, toship a portion of 


the goods on a Government boat, I sent 
sixteen wagons to the river which were un- 
loaded, with the exception of a few cases 
of underclothing, shees, articles of diet 
and stimulants, and the goods placed in 
charge of William 8. M. Blazier, agent of 
the Commission in the 6th Corps. 

Having reloaded the wagons with for- 
age, an effort was made to overtake the 
balance of the train, which had a start of 
about an hour. On reaching the picket- 
line the officer in charge refused to allow 
the train to pass, considering the danger too 
great. Consequently, we returned to camp 
to wait for the next escort. 

The next day the place was evacuated by 
our forces. The train, consisting of about 
one hundred and fifty wagons, and guard- 
ed by a brigade of infantry and several 
regiments of cavalry, was in motion at 3 
A.M., and we were at last on the road to 
White House. When about six miles from 
Port Royal we came across the remains of 
a train which had been attacked two nights 
previously by guerrillas. A number of 
wagons had been burned, while a few re- 
mained uninjured. Half a dozen dead 
mules, were lying around, while a few 
others *were quietly cropping the grass. 
The most horrible sight was three of our 
men lying on the ground dead—one with 


his head split open with an axe—to all ap- 


pearances brutally murdered. Scouts were 
immediately sent out, and shortly returned 
bringing a man whom they found at a 
house near by... 

' At first he denied having had anything to 
do with the attack. After being questioned 
closely, however, he admitted that he was 
aware of the intentions of the party which 
made the attack, but had no power to pre- 
ventit. Five minutes were allowed him to 
prepare for death, which had the effect of 
bringing out his political sentiments. The 
moments of grace were spent in cursing 
the ‘‘ Yanks.’ Seven balls through his 
breast soon sent him to account for it be- 
fore a bigher tribunal. 

x * * * * 
Thursday, June 2.—Reveille at 1 A. M. 

On the march at daylight.. Reached the 
bank of the North Anna by 9, and crossed 
at 11 o’clock. At2P. M., arrived at Han- 
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over Court House, having traveled several 
miles off the direct road, being led by a 
guide whose pr oclivities were a little of the 

“*secesh order,” and who could not resist 
the temptation of leading the train where 
it would stand a fair chance of being cap- 
tured. The plan was discovered in time, 
and the man properly taken care of. 

At Hanover Court House were stationed 
the cavalry pickets on the extreme right of 
Gen. Grant’s Army, which caused us to 
feel that we were near our journey’s end. 
Parking the train, the teams were fed, and 
preparations were made for passing the 
night comfortably, with a heavy rain pour- 
ing down. At 6 P. M., however, such hap- 
py ; thoughts were dispelled, by the order 
to  hiteh- -up immediately.” In a great 
hurry the train was put in motion, which 
continued through the night, the teams 
being driven on a trot wherever the condi- 
tion of the road allowed it. At daylight, 
halted three miles from Old Church, and 
remained in park a few hours, when the 
firing being rather too near, a move was 
made towards the rear for about a mile, 
_wheré we were out of range. The fighting 
continued all day, during ‘which I issued to 


various surgeons the goods remaining in 


the wagons. 

Saturday, June 14th.—Ten miles from 
White House. At9 A.M. started, and on 
the road all day, arriving at dark, when I 
reported to Dr. Douglas. 

The balance of the train arrived two 
days before, having come down the north 
bank of the Pamunkey, a much’ shorter 
route than that by which we came. 

Everything in the train was in good order, 
owing to the efficiency of the Wagon Mas- 
ter, Clarke Emmons. 


From Wuarre Hovsz ro Crry Port. 
* * * * * 


After the arrival of the Commission train 
at White House, the wagons were engaged 
in hauling stores to the front to supply the 
various hospitals and the wagons in the 
Field Relief Corps. 

On the 19th ultimo, there were remain- 
ing at White House sixteen four-horse 
wagons—the balance of the train having 
been sent to the front several days pre- 
vious, with orders to follow the army across 
the Peninsula to the new base, wherever it 
might be. The boats of the Commission 
left a week previous, and I was waiting the 
first opportunity to start with the remain- 
ing wagons. 

Having been assigned’ a position in the 
Cavalry Cor p’s train, I drew the wagons in 
their proper place, and with others, pa- 
tiently waited the return of Gen. Sherman’s 
command, which was on a raid in the direc- 
tion of Staunton, and which was to escort 
the train. On Sunday, (19th ultimo,) he 
was reported to have arrived at Dunkirk, 


eighteen miles north of White House, and 
was expected in the next day. 

Monday morning, shortly after daylight; 
the entire camp was aroused by volleys of 
musketry and cannonading, but a heavy 
mist prevented anything being seen beyond 
a few rods. 

Riding out to the outer line of intrench- 
ments, T found the troops in line expecting 
an attack, The enemy had driven in the 
pickets, wounding one and ,capturing sey- 
eral. Returning to camp, I found that no 
orders had as yet been received; but in 
view of a sudden move, I had the teams 
watered and everything packed ready to be 
loaded. At 6.30 A. M., orders were received 
to hitch-up, and move the train across the 
river over the railroad bridge. After re- 
maining there a few minutes - watching the 
enemy, who appeared to be very busy 
about. something, we saw their artillery run 
out from the woods and unlimbered. Im- 
mediately they opened fire from six guns, 
posted by sections in three different places, 
paying their compliments to the train which 
was huddled together on the open plain, 
pr — a wish pier mark, 

* * * 

While here tone shells passed through. 
the train, only two of which took effect, one 
striking a team horse and killing him; and 
the other passing through a wagon and out _ 
by the driver, doing no “damage. . 

None of the men st ee injured, although | 
several had narrow escapes. . 

By one o’clock the entire train was over 
the river in a place of safety, and the firmg 
nearly ceased, the enemy having lost a cais- 
son, and apparently had rather the worst 
of the fight. 

Sheridan’s command arrived during the 
afternoon and attacked the rebels, and by 
night succeeded in driving them beyond - 
Tunstall’s Station, on the Richmond and 
York River Railroad. 

The following day the wounded of the 
cavalry began to arrive. Mrs. Husband - 
and Miss Hancock, of Philadelphia, imme- 
diately began to prepare food for them. 
Happily we were able to supply them with 
plenty of crackers, milk, stimulants, and 
canned meats. For several days previous 
to this these two ladies had nursed and fed 
some twenty or thirty sick in the 13th Ohio 
cavalry. 

In feeding these men our own rations 
were used, so that we were compelled to 
draw from the commissary. 

On the 22d the train re-crossed the river, 
and remained near the landing until 12 
o’clock, (midnight,) when the entire com- 
mand began to move. The train, consist- 
ing of 860 wagons, stretched out along the 
road for eight or nine miles, and required 
nearly four hours for all of it to get in 
motion, consequently, as the Commission 
train brought up the rear, it did not start 
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until daylight... Reaching New Kent Court 
House about noon, a short halt was made 
to feed and rest. At 2 P. M., the march 
was resumed, and continued to the Chick- 
ahominy, which was crossed at Jones’ 
Bridge. | 

The train parked for the night on the 
. south bank of the river, with plenty of 
wood and water near at hand. 

The advance had considerable skirmish- 
ing this day with the enemy, in which the 
28th colored regiment behaved well for 
their first fight, charging and driving the 
rebels... 

Thursday, 23d.—The order of march was 
to Charles City Court House, then on the 
river road, via Westover Church and Shir- 
ley to Haxall’s, on the James. The train 
was in motion at 2 A. M., and marched 
about five miles, when a halt was ordered, 
which continued several hours, until the 
road could be clearedof the enemy, who 
was making strenuous efforts to cut and 
capture the train. _ 

After six hours we started again, passing 
through Charles City Court House and 
along the river road, but the enemy finally 
compelled the train to haul in close to the 
river at a place called Wilcox’s Landing, 
where preparations were made for passing 
the night. That night I sent a note by a 
tug going up, to Dr. Douglas, announcing 
our safe arrival. 

Before the men had finished supper, 
orders were received to hitch up and get 
out of that place as soon as possible. March- 
ing down the river by the road we came, 
and bearing to the right at Charles City 
Court House. Mvurning found us at a place 
called Wyanoke. £ 

The fighting of yesterday was very heavy, 
and our loss considerable, especially in 
Grege’s command. 

At Wyanoke, boats were in readiness to 
ferry the wagons across the river. The 
Commission train was the first’ to cross. 
On the south bank were two canal boats, 
over which the horses and wagons had to 
be landed. The drivers went to work with 
a will, and in an hour’s time built a sub- 
stantial bridge, by which the train was 
safely put ashore. 

The heat that day was intense, and three 
of the teamsters were overcome by the 
effects of the sun, but soon recovered. 

Selecting a good camping ground, we 
made preparations to stay a few days, pro- 
vided the rebels did not interfere, which 
we could not have offered much opposition 
to, as not one man had been sent over to 
guard the wagons. The same afternoon 
Mr. Anderson came down on the tug Cur- 
tin, bringing a supply of rations for the 
men, and of stores for the wounded in the 
hospitals on the other side of the river. 

The next day, (Sunday,) Dr. Douglas 
came down on the propeller Thompson, 
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and proposed sending down boats the next 
day to carry the horses and wagons up to 
City Point, deeming it unsafe to attempt to 
go up the road without a guard. It was 
necessary to have the wagons at City Point 
as soon as possible, to haul to the front 
stores which were rapidly accumulating 
there. 

Ascertaining from. contrabands in the 
vicinity that no rebels had been seen 
around there for several days, and sup- 
posing there were none there, from the 
fact of their not showing themselves when 
twenty of them could have captured the 
train, I concluded to start in the morning 
and take the chances. There were two 
Government wagons waiting to go through 
with the mail. Joining with them we raised 
quite a formidable party—and at daybreak 
on Monday started, and arrived at City 
Point at 8.30 A.M., without any adventure. 

To Messrs. Doolittle, Davis, and Oscar 
Little, I am much indebted for the kind as- 
sistance they have rendered on the march. 





SPECIAL RELIEF—HOMES AND LODGES. 
WASHINGTON. 


Mr. Abbott reports of the work accomplished 
at the Special Relief Office at Washington, and 
the Homes and Lodges under his supervision, 
for the quarter ending June 30th, 1864: 


Sprecran RELIEF OFFICE. 


Discharged Soldiers. 
Number of discharged soldiers whose papers 
have been received and acted upon..... 447 
Number of cases adjusted and applicants 
Pad hoes othe we enrial se ore ddee tere ene ey ee .. 326 
Amount collected for the three hundied and 
twenty-six applicants. ........... $43, 937.30 
Back Pay. 


Number of applications from men in hospitals 
for aid in obtaining the back pay due 


ENG ee, Oo, ce E PUTER. ROC 670 
Number of certificates secured for back 
} SRE iP ESN LSE DS) OSL Gre ie te a 657 
Amount secured on certificates. ....$25,107.48 
Navan Cars, 
Number of naval claims filed............. 63 
INGER CAUSE eS. Noe a aie et Ue es © 43 


Amount collected on naval claims. ..$ 5,525.01 
Total amount collected for the quarter, 

through the agency of the office. .$76,591.11 
Number of drafts secured and forwarded... 154 
Amount of the 154 drafts........... $13,964.96 


The number who are availing themselves of 
this privilege, afforded by the Commission, of 
sending their money home by drafts, thus say- 
ing them the risk of losing or having it swin- 
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dled from»them, is increasing. During the last 
month the number is nearly twice as great as 
any month previous. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 

Number of letters written in adjusting the cases 
acted upon, of sufficient importance to 
make a copy necessary yl. a) beh ean 1,665 
A large number have been written, of which 

no copy has been taken. 


PENSION OFFICE. 


Number of pension claims filed........... 
Number of claims for arrears of pay and 
SANS ate SM AT 
Claims for pensions poalered and allowed 189 
Claims for arrears of pay and bounty allow- 


Claims for pensions rejected............. 61 
Number of letters written in full in adjust- 
re thambove cGagese ty tee ne can 476 
Blanks Tiled wae. te . Pee eae ee Cee 689 
Whole number of letters................ 1,165 


Tar Home, 

The report of Mr. P. J. McHenry, Assistant 
Superintendent, shows the amount of work ac- 
complished at the Home, for the last quarter, 
to be as follows: 


Whole number admitted... 00.0000 ..0.4 2,692 
Number of lodgings furnished.......... 7,767 
Number of meals furnished............. 18,190 
Homs ror Souprers’ Wives anD. MorHeEnrs. 
Number admitted. fusa )orinssetuaad xe 444 
Wontens tice bere Bien ee beakoe Baet 333 
Muvdren OES TRA BE Lie eth Wea g14 
Number of meals furnished, for May and 
PUM HS. y38.3s) Ae eke. ahsastuss 2,797 
Number of lodgings furnished for May and 
NGS oh. OE ERS TA eee wii 2s, Bie 1,017 


Lopcz No. 4. 


Number of meals furnished to soldiers 
and ambulance drivers... J... .@. 56-56. 20,510 
Number of lodgings... 


Mr. John Kane, Superintendent of the Lodge 
since July 10, 1863, was discharged on the 23d 
of June, for disloyal utterances. His services 
and management of the Lodge were entirely 
satisfactory, but his sentiments were altogether 
too rebellious to be tolerated during the last 
few weeks of his services. 

Mr. John Savall was placed temporarily in 
charge, and thus far I am well pleased with his 
management of the Lodge. » 


LopasE No. 5. 


The work of this Lodge has been principally 
the furnishing of food, coffee, lemonade, and 


eee 
ea 


stimulants to the sick and wounded, arriving 
on the cars and hospital boats and transports, 
and while waiting to be removed to General 
Hospital. Not less than seventy or eighty bar- 
rels of crackers, and from six to eight thousand 
gallons of coffee, chocolate, lemonade and stim- 

ulants have been distributed to the sick and 
wounded from this Lodge. 


ALEXANDRIA Lope. 


The importance of this Lodge has ereatly di- 
minished since the army moved its base of sup- 


plies from the Orange and Alexandria Railroad. 


Hovever, its records will show that more than 
20,000 soldiers, sick and wounded, have been 
provided with food and drinks from this Lodge, 
and more than 1,000 rt ca sna the last 
quarter. 

The wounded 4hat'have Ween brought up on 
the hospital boats and transports, and sent 
into the general hospital of Alexandria, haye 
all been provided with food and stimulants 
from this pati whenever they have required 
them. 


Home ror Invatip Soiprers, BaLTmrorE. 


This Home has not been in operation two 
months, yet its record shows the following 
amount of work accomplished since it was 


opened: 

Number of soldiers admitted... .......... 32 

Number of soldiers wives admitted........ 30 

Number of refugees admitted ........0..2-. 27 
Total. Uf awettio kt. Fin 89 

Number of meals furnished ............07.. 615 

Number of lodgings furnished............. 187 


Number furnished Government transporta’n 23 
Number furnished transportation by- the 
Commission. . »<!h:chy dts ene Man 


The Home is situated at No. 62 Conway .- 
Street, near the Camden station; a convenient 
two-story brick house, well arranged for the 
work, for which a rent of $350 per year is to be 
paid. It has accommodations for about fifty 
persons. 

. The number of meals furnished at the Homes 
and Lodges in this city, Alexandria and Balti- 
more, during the last quarter, of which a record 
has been kept, was 42,112; number of lodgings, 
14,677. The number of meals does not include 
the thousands that have been fed at the rail- 
road stations and boat landings in this city 
and Alexandria, while waiting to be removed 
to General Hospitals. 

This report of the operations of the Special 
Relief Office and the several Homes and Lodges, 
is far from being complete. There are thou- 
sands of little acts of kindnegs, relief and aid 
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‘farnished which really make up the best part 
of the special relief work, that it is impossible 
to enter into our records, and consequently the 
most interesting portion of the work is never 

exhibited in a report. 

In conclusion, it, is a pleasant duty to bear 
testimony to the faithfulness and zeal of my 
associates in the work of special relief, in the 
performance of their duty, and also the uniform 


kindness with which we have been treated by | 


the officers and clerks in the various depart- 
ments of the Government, and all others with 
whom our business has brought us in contact. 


Homer HOospirat. 


Surgeon Nichols reports of the Home Hos- 
pital under his charge for the month of June, 
1864: 


Meme WOBREUL Tie! ers tia. Ws Gola ak iat eee 183 
MPETIOUG CINCRSCRE Fie wins am ete ot ey gol,e. 18 
BS LO DLOSOT OG iia cote Dein wi onesie d cl} > = 17 
RRA ie cotter dyin Sreexdery pis iid «sari stad WET 2 
Misiss touSeldiers’ Restw. visa. docks liye. 10 
- Outside prescriptions. .... i dapobaripaol:9 60 


Wounds dressed. sve ee: 500 


NEW ORLEANS. 

Mr. Bullard reports: 

The Soldiers’ Home has been eminently suc- 
cessful duriug the past month, and its utility 
has manifested itself with unusual force at this 
particular season, when, on account of the ad- 
vancing hot weather, many men were being 
furloughed and discharged from the different 
sections of the Department, of course daily 
gathering in New Orleans, to secure their pay 
and transportation. It is painful to think of 
the suffering that must have resulted from the 
entire absence of any such source of relief in 
this city last summer. Our experience this year 
_is an index, in a degree, of what must have been 
last year; and probably the active campaign 
towards and at Port Hudson last year brought 
a large number of men to this city, who found 

" neither Soldiers’ Home nor other souree of re- 
lief, in a community for the most part literally 
secesh. 

The various movements of the army within 
the last few weeks, the apparent necessity to 
furlough or discharge many from the large 
numbers of men already broken down by dis- 
ease in this trying climate, and the recent in- 
terruptions in the usual means of transporta- 
tion, resulting from the seizure of boats for mil- 
itary purposes, have so crowded the Home that 
I found it necessary to enlarge the means of 
accommodation. More particnlarly the hospi- 
tal ward was found insufficient. Some of the 
furloughed and discharged men from the regi- 
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ments were barely able to reach the city, and 
in many cases they have been compelled to re- 
main with us several days, waiting for pay or 
transportation. The only apparent remedy 
seemed to be to hire the building between the 
Soldiers’ Home and our office. This additional 
building costs the Commission $30 per month. 

The expenses of the Home bave been larger 
the past month than usual. We have had more 
men to care for, and there have been more sick 
on our hands than during any month hereto- 
fore. Mr. Weaver and all the employees have 
worked faithfully, and have done themselves 
credit by their ready efforts to help the sick 
and needy. Our faithful little matron, Miss 
James, has been untiring in her attention to the 
sick, and many.a poor fellow has left the Home, — 
blessing her for her kindness. 

It may be necessary to modify operations in 
the matter of exchanging certain rations, which 
heretofore have helped reduce the expenses of 
the Home. 

IT enclose Mr. Weaver’s report. It speaks for 
itself, and shows a good month’s record. 

The whole amount of rations bought and 
issued to the men going home, via Cairo and 
New York, in June, is $598.63; of this amount, 
$501.65 was refunded by those having money. 
About thirty men, who were destitute, have 
been furnished with similar rations, at a cost 
of $97 to the special relief fund. Some of these 
cases were sick furloughed men, who could not 
eat the coarse Government rations usually 
drawn on furloughs. I think these funds have 
been well and charitably invested. 

In the office work of the special relief indi- 
vidual cases of advice and assistance, aside 
from mere collection of pay, are constantly in- 
creasing. Much that is perplexing and un- 
pleasant helps fill the daily office experience. 
Enough suecess crowns our efforts to bring in- 
creasing numbers of applicants. 

During the month 165 cases have passed 
through the office for collection of pay. Amount 
collected, $26,649.10. 

During the month of June the number of 
admissions has been 968; of meals furnished, 
5,713; of lodgings, 17,193. Amount of money 
deposited for safe keeping, $22,396.48. 

| MEMPHIS. 

During the month ending July 3d the num- 
ber of admissions has been 1,592; of meals fur- 
nished, 3,894; of lodgings, 918; the amount of 
pay collected and paid over, $832.39, 


NASHVILLE, 


During the month ending July 2d the num- 
ber of admissions has been 3,204; of meals fur- 
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nished, 9,921; of lodgings, 3,413. Transporta- 
tion has been procured for 2,482; and the 
amount of pay collected and paid over has been 
$2,568.48. 

CAIRO, 

During the month ending June 27 the num- 
ber of admissions has been 6,696; of meals fur- 
nished, 14,046; of lodgings, 3,338; and trans- 
portation has been furnished for 289. 

DETROIT. 


11,885 meals and 4,704 lodgings have been 
furnished. 





THE SANITARY AND CHRISTIAN COM: 
MISSIONS. 

Rev. J. P. Thompson, of New York, hav- 
ing lately returned from‘a visit to General 
Sherman’s army, as a delegate of the Chris- 
tian Commission, has written for the Con- 
gregationalist several articles, giving an ac- 
count of his experience at the front. Dr. 
Thompson had very favorable opportuni- 
ties for seeing the methods and working of 
both the Sanitary and Christian Commis- 
sions, although .his stay was short. He 
was present at the battle of Resaca, and 
had much to do in alleviating the suffer- 
ings of the wounded, and in soothing the 
spirits of the dying. He was in many hos- 
pitals all the way from Louisville down, 
and saw and helped with his words of 
good cheer many sick and discouraged 
soldiers. 

Dr. Thompson’s opinions are so widely 
and so highly valued, that the following 
extract from one of his communications to 
the Congregationalist will be read with in- 
terest by all the friends of the soldiers who 
wish them to receive the largest benefit 
possible from the efforts made in their be- 
half. Dr. Thompson says of the two Com- 
missions: 

Our personal observation, and an exten- 
sive comparison of views with those most 
competent to judge, have convinced us 
that some arrangement must be made at 
headquarters of the Christian and Sanitary 
Commissions, to ensure their harmonious 
working upon the field. In the West this 
harmony already exists to a commendable 
degree, It is favored by the leading minds 
of both Commissions, and is practically 
hindered only by the incompetent or ill- 
advised subordinates of either. 

A few simple facts and principles in this 
matter are so obvious, that the public will 
insist upon their being regarded by the 
two Commissions. ; 


1. The work of the Sanitary Commission 
is indispensable to the best physical condi- 
tion of the army, and to the prompt succor 
and relief of the wounded. 

2. Its purely humane object enables it 
to appeal to the widest range of sympa- 
thies, and to draw from the amplest field 
of resources. atiaed 

3. Its thorough systemization enables it 
to act with a high degree of efficiency, and 
with a small percentage of waste. . 

4, Its principle of distribution, through 
the official requisition of the medical direc- 
tion of the army, with a limited discretion 
of personal distribution by its agents, is 
obviously the sound principle, and secures 
to this Commission the proper facilities for 
access to the army. 

5. The composition of the Commission 
is a guaranty against either sectarianism or 
irreligion in its prevailing tone. That some 
members of the Commission may have 
sought to give it a sectarian bias is possi- 
ble; that some of its agents have been men 
of irreligious character is true; but these 
are evils. that can and-will be rectified by 
the Commission itself under the healthy 
action of public opinion. 

6. The Christian Commission is of incal- 
culable importance to the moral and spir- 
itual welfare of the army. It can hardly 
be over-estimated. For its long winter 
ministrations when the army is in quarters, 
and for its steady work in hospitals, as also 
for the general superintendence of a de- 
partment, it should have men of wisdom 
and experience, who will devote their time 
to the work for months and even for years. 
Such men are the Rev. E. P. Smith at 
Nashville, and his worthy coadjutor, Mr. 
Ewing. Some, however, have been em- 
ployed in this work who ‘had nothing to 
recommend them but religious zeal. The 
special ministration of the Commission 
when the army is in an active campaign, 
opens a field for temporary agents, and es- . 
pecially for pastors, who know how to deal 
with the souls of men, under every variety 
of experience. 

7. To further their spiritual ministra- 
tions, the agents of the Christian Commis- 
sion should be furnished with sanitary 
stores, and should be able to contribute to 
the physical comfort of the soldiers upon 
equal terms with the agents of the Sanitary 
Commission. . 

8. Butin order to do this, it is not neces- 
sary that there should be two sets of ware- 
houses, two systems of transportation, two 
distributing agencies over all the army 
field, nor that the Christian Commission 
should enter into competition with the 
Sanitary Commission in raising material 
stores for the army. A compact can be 
made between the two Commissions by 
which the agents of the Christian Commis- 
sion shall draw supplies from the Sanitary, 
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as a matter of rule and of right, to be dis- 
iributed under regulations jointly agreed 
upon. 

9. By this system the Christian Commis- 
sion can stand before the churches upon 
the high ground of its blessed spiritual 
work, and for this it will draw to it all the 
resources that it can possibly expend. 

10. Pastors and churches must and will 
insist upon this common sense economy in 
the administration of these two great kin- 
dred charities. All which is submitted 
with deference to whom it may concern. 

New York, June 6. 





THE WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 


The following extracts from the reports 
of our agents will serve to give an idea of 
how our work is progressing in this quarter: 


M. C. Reap. 
CHATTANOOGA, July 1, 1864. 


I have telegraphed you in regard to a 
supply of smoking and chewing tobacco, 
and a supply of anti-scorbutics at this point. 
Tobacco may seem to be of little import- 
ance, but very many of the men have been 
long accustomed to its use; they have been 
fighting almost constantly for weeks, con- 
structing earth-works at night, sleeping in 
the trenches, and with arms in their hands 
most of the time. Sutlers are not allowed 
to follow- the army, and men have no 
means of supplying themselves with this 
article which custom has made a necessity. 
Ought we not to furnish it for them? 

The want of vegetable food is a more 
serious matter still. The constant excite- 
ment and constant labor of the campaign, 
are telling upon the strength and health of 
the men. ‘‘ Scurvy” is becoming a frequent 
word in hospital reports, and calls from the 
front for vegetables for. distribution to the 
regiments are becoming very urgent. Yes- 
terday a surgeon came in on order from 
General Thomas, for transportation for 
three car loads of sanitary stores for his 
division. 

Our efforts have been so long directed 
for providing for the wounded and sick, 
that we had nothing to send. 

So urgent is the demand, that after ad- 
vising with Dr. Wright, the Assistant 
Medical Director, I have ordered one car 
load, (three hundred bushels of onions,) to 
be gathered from the garden to-morrow, 
and sent forward to the regiments needing 
them most; true, in three weeks these 
three hundred bushels would make six 
hundred or more, if allowed to mature, but 
I believe they will be of more value now 
than they would then. Ten thousand bar- 
rels of pickles, kraut, and cabbage, with a 
good supply of ale, would be worth ten 
thousand men if they could be got to the 

Vou. IL—No. 19, 38 


army at once. Cannot something be done 
in this matter, and at once? 

Iam confident I can get transportation 
for that amount immediately, aud that it 
can be pushed promptly through and dis- 
tributed to the men. It will involve a 
large outlay, but it will pay, and a thou- 
sand fold, if it can only be done. If a move- 
ment is made in this direction, and you 
will telegraph me how many cars are need- 
ed, and where, [ have no doubt but that 
the necessary orders can be secured to ob- 
tain them promptly, or you can doubtless 
secure them through the Assistant Surgeon 
General. 

Mr. Sutliffe and Rev. O. Kennedy have 
reported, and go down to-night, one to 
take charge of the station at Dalton, and 
the other at Kingston. We have three 
stations (at Kingston, Dalton, and Resaca,) 
for feeding the wounded in transit from 
the front, while the prompt attention that 
all receive on arriving here, through ar- 
rangements made by the Post Medical Di- 
rector, Dr. F. Salter, renders additional 
help at this point to the men coming in 
and going out unnecessary. The prepara- 
tions are now ample for securing refresh- 
ments to the men in transit, and there 
can be no just complaints, except in rare 
instances. 

For the wounded, we need milk and beef 
in large quantities, and large shipments of 
stores, in variety. Beef is indispensable 
at all stations for the refreshment of the 
wounded, as it can be promptly prepared, 
and there are many who can take little 
else. 

I have such word from the front that I 
shall delay sending the onions for a day or 
two. But all reports confirm the idea that 
it is essential that something on a large 
scale be done for the men not yet sick. 


Dr. Reap. 
IN THE FIELD, NEAR KENESAW M7. 

So far as I could by telegraph, I inform- 
ed you why I took the responsibility of 
coming here, instead of meeting you in 
Nashville, as directed. 

Telegrams from the Medical Director, 
asking us to aid in feeding the wounded'to 
be sent back immediately, and again the 
great number of wounded, seemed to me 
to require all my attention here. 

The feeding of the wounded on the road 
from Big Shanty to Chattanooga is now, 
perhaps, the most important part of our 
work. The trains are run with great irreg- 
ularity, being sometimes forty-eight hours: 
in making a hundred miles. The men have: 
been sent sometimes without rations, and 
have not been always sure of drawing them 
on the way. Such is the irregularity that 
it is deemed necessary to keep open three 
refreshment stations, one at Kingston, at 
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Resaca, and at Dalton. Mr. Eno has un- 
dertaken to superintend this work, and to do 
it reasonably well will require great effort, 
as we have not and cannot immediately ob- 
tain sufficient cooking utensils. We make 
beef soup, coffee, and milk punch, and fur- 
nish soft crackers. Sometimes the trains 
cannot stop long enough, and thus we are 
defeated in our best efforts. But applica- 
tion has been made to the Medical Director 
to secure a longer stoppage of trains. 

I find a large general hospital at Big 
Shanty. The surgeon in charge, Dr. 
Woodward, offered me rooms, and I sent 
back to Acworth for stores, as the wants of 
this hospital, and the gradual advance of 
our army, seemed to demand that our 
stores should be brought nearer. | 

Mr. Tone I found quite unwell. Mr. 
Mason goes to his aid. I also telegraphed 
our agents in Stevenson and Huntsville to 
come to Chattanooga, bringing all that be- 
longs to the Commission; they are wanted 
much more here now. 

The sick and wounded are to be sent 
back as soon as possible, but only that 
they may make room for others. The 
campaign is arduous beyond description. 
There is a good deal of scurvy among the 
men. LEverything possible should be done 
to bring forward stores, especially milk, 
beef, and crackers. 

These are the staple articles. So far, we 
have clothing sufficient, and no more men 
need ‘be sent back without a change, if 
really destitute. 

Fans are muchin demand. Ice at Chat- 
tanooga is a great blessing, and is faithfully 
appropriated. It hascome through in good 
condition, with little waste. 

Within a few days at furthest, large de- 
mands are likely to-be made on us for 
stores, and everything possible should be 
done to furnish means for curing or pre- 
venting scarvy as well as for taking care of 
the wounded. 


Rev. Mr. Incranam. 
NASHVILLE, July 1, 1864. 

One’ who is earnestly engaged in the 
work of the Sanitary Commission finds but 
little time to write. ‘There is so much to 
be done, such afield of labor before him, 
that he begrudges the very time it takes to 
write, for as long as he can move, he feels 
that he must be at work, doing some one 
good, and when he can no longer work, 
then he cannot write, and yet writing is 
work, and a good work. 

There are many incidents every day 
occurring which, if recorded and publish- 
ed, would make the hearts of the soldiers’ 
friends most gratified. 

An instance of this kind occurred to-day. 
It had been telegraphed early in the morn- 
ing to the Medical Directer and to the 


Sanitary Commission, that trains of wound- 
ed men would be in during the day. At 
once the Sanitary Commission made its 
arrangements to receive them with some 
little refreshments. 

Drs. Castleman and Webster, two gentle- 
men untiring in their labors at all times for 
the sick and wounded, obtained a detail of 


half a dozen soldiers to assist, with one or — 


two of the young men of the Commission, 
and hastened to the depot. ‘There were 
already their boxes and barrels, their buck- 
ets and cups. Very soon the barrels were 
filled with water and ice. Baskets were 
filled with fine soda and other delicate 
crackers. Cans of condensed milk were 
opened and poured into buckets. Then 
bottles of pure whisky were emptied into 
a barril of iced water, and when this was 
sufficiently strong, then the milk was pour- 
ed in, stirred up, and presto!—there was a 
barrel of the finest iced milk puneh—punch 
that made some of the gasping bystanders 
almost wish that they themselves were 
wounded in their country’s cause. 

Scarcely were the preparations comple- 
ted than a train came rushing up to the 
platform. This in a few minutes time was 
followed by another, and then not long — 
after, by a third, the whole number of 
wounded being between three and four 
hundred; and this is the way they have 
been coming in here for a week or two 
past. For they are clearing out all the 
hospitals at the front, those who can be 
moved, as well as sending up the later cases 
of men slightly wounded. 

One of these trains was the regular Hos- 
pital Train, containing one hundred and 
twenty-five patients, (forty-two of these 
having each lost an arm, and twenty-three 
having each lost a leg,) under the charge of 
Dr. Baruum, and whose wounded have 
therefore needed but little at our hands. 
Every man had been carefully watched and. 
provided for the whole distance from Chat- 
tanooga through. ‘The other cars were box 
or freight cars, some of them with rough 
seats made of boards nailed temporarily to 
cleets, and others were provided with shuck 
mattresses, on which the worst wounded 
were laid. There were sixteen of these 
cars in one train, and all filled with wound- 
edmen. ‘These cars are very close and hot, 
There are no conveniences for sick men— 
no communication from one ear to another, 
and when the train is in motion, if water or 
food is to be taken to the men, it has to be 
carried along the top of the cars, and then 
handed in at the little windows at either 
end, or reached down into the doorway, 
and of course, with the best of surgeons 
and nurses, but little can be done for their 
comfort; and when the trip, which is sel- 
dom less than twenty-four hours from Chat- 
tanooga, is unusually long, the suffering is 
very great. . 







. On one of these trains that came in with- 
: a day or two, the men had had nothing 
o eat for twenty- -four hours. The Sanita- 
y Commission had provided refreshments 
i one of the stations, but through some 
ause the train did not stop. 


- You ean easily imagine how such refresh- 
nents as those above mentioned were re- 
eived at the depothere. Beingso simple, 
ll of both sick and wounded could pirtake 
of them. As soon as the train stopped, 
zach car was entered with a basket of crack- 
rs, and a basket of punch. The crackers 
vere first distributed. The poor fellows 
seemed thoroughly exhausted. They look- 
od surprised at our entrance, but said noth- 
mg. ‘‘Have you had anything to eat 
ately 2?” Not since yesterday noon. ‘* Have 
you hadany water ?” Yes, some. Well, 
here are a few crackers for you.” ‘ Thank 
you.” They were too much exhausted to 
waste strength in words. A large handful 
was given to each man, as he stretched out 
his hand for them, or asked to have them 
ail at his side. 


Then, “here is some milk for you.’ 
Again a ‘few feeble ‘I thank you’s,”’ as cups 
brimming full were handed to each maw. 
One good swallow and a change came over 
them. ‘That’s first rate.” « Bally for 
you—hav’ nt tasted anything so good in a 
year,” &c., &&. One of them was an Irish- 
man; he drank and smacked his lips, and 
Says ‘he, ‘that is good milk,” it tastes just 
like the milk from my own mother’s cow. 
“I reckon it does,” answered another, 
“for yer own mother’s cow was a whiskey 
barrel, wasn’t it?” And so their jokes and. 
spirits rose, as they felt the effect of the 
stimulating ‘‘ spirits” that had gone down. 
Now all this was but a com) paratively little 
work, and one hardly worth writing about, 
only that it is just such little attentions on 
the part of the Sanitary Commission or any 
one else, and attentions which they who 
bestow do not like to write about, that the 
friends of the soldiers at home desire to 
know are given, and the knowledge of 
which gladdens and encourages their 
hearts. 


A 


| Rev. 5° H. Hazun. 


NASHVILLE, June 25th, 1864. 


After my trip in the hospital train, which 
I have already noticed, according to your 
request, I reported to Judge Root, at Nash- 
ville, who sent me forward: to Chattanooga. 
On arriving, I received a telegram from 
Dr. Read, ‘then at Dalton, calling for all 
th 8 help that could be spared, I started 
L pimediately, arriving at Dalton at 10 P. 
M.; found that Dr. Read had already nine 
wagons loaded with battle-stores for the 
ine, which he requested me to take charge 
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_ the previous day, near Resaca. 


sent Mr. 
to the 23d Corps. 
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of and go forward to the battle ibaa of 
About iL, 
P. M., in company with Mr. Brundritt, Po- 
cock, Murray and others, we started, trav- 
eling all night, most of the distance on 
foot. We arrived just at daylight at the 
hospital of the8d Division of the 4th Corps. 
Left Mr. Pocock with a wagon-load of 
stores and proceeded to the Ist Division. 
Left Murray with another load and went 
to the 2d Division, where I remained with 
two loads, one for reserved supplies, and 
Brundritt with three other men 


I commenced my work of distribution, 
and continued it personally until all of my 
division was well supplied. I then took a 
list of all casualties in my division, four 
hundred and thirty-eight names, made my 
report to Mr. Hoblit, and remained with 
my division until the hospital was broken 
up. Ithen superintended the removal of 
the men to the railroad at Resaca, furnish- 
ing every one not able to situp with a good 
comfortable bed, and making others as 
comfortable as possible under the circum- 
stances. Having sent back the wounded 
from Resaca, I secured rooms, and, in com- 
pany with our good and most efficient 
agent, Mr. Tone, cleared them and opened 
the goods we had left, for the purpose of 
feeding the men on the way to Chattanoo- 
ga. At the request of A. A. Medical Di- 
rector, Dr. Hubbard, and of Dr. Coolidge, 
Medical Inspector, T superintended the 
loading of the cars with the wounded, and 
in two days we transported more than two 
thousand men. : 

This work done, a good supply of stores 
having arrived, Mr. Tone and [ turned our 
attention to furnishing the hospitals about 
town and in the field. While engaged in 
this work, I received a telegram from you, 
directing me to report to Dr. Barnum for 
duty on hospital train, which order I obey- 
ed forthwith, and ever since have been 
doing what I could as an assistant. 


Mr. CULBERTSON. 
KNOXVILLE, June 30th, 1864. 

Iam sorry to inform you that the gar- 
den will not be so much of a success as 
others and I have anticipated, the ground 
being much poorer than it was thought to 
be when selected. Besides, the worms and 
bugs have been very numerous, so much so 
as to destroy even onions and beets—a 
thing I never knew before. 

The first beans I planted failed to come 
up, but the second planting are up nicely. 
Had the first come up and done weil, I 
think that I could have issued at léas t a 
hundred bushels a week, for the last two 
and the coming two weeks. The lettuce 
and radishes proved almost an entire fa:l- 
ure, seed being bad, and the ground poor, 


596 


Onions will show, perhaps, a third of a 
crop; dry weather, together with the worms 
which eat off the tap roots, having nearly 
destroyed them. Peas did as well as could 
be expected in such ground, and I am 
sorry that I had no seed to plant a late 
patch. The ‘‘boys” enjoyed what there 
were much, and often speak of the benefit 
derived from the Sanitary Commission. 
Early cabbages are looking finely. The 
pa few days there has been a small black 
ug working on them, but I think that they 
will come out all right as they have so good 
a start. Tomatoes look very well, and I 
have some five acres in. Potatoes, I hope, 
will be a fine crop; it, of course, depends 
on the future season entirely; tney have 
suffered much and still do. 1 have ground 
prepared for late cucumbers, and am wait- 
ing for rain to plant. I want to get as 
many turnips in as I possibly can, and 
think that they will be among the most 
profitable vegetables for hospitals. 


Mr. Brown. 
LEAVENWORTH, July Ist, 1864. 


Both Post and General Hospitals at Fort 
Leavenworth are full, and many have to be 
treated outside. Lawrence, Olatha, Paola, 
Humboldt, and Pleasant Grove, are field 
hospitals, with very poor accommodations. 
I found both officers and sick men very 
glad to see an agent of the Sanitary Com- 
mission. Hvyerything that I furnished was 
very thankfully received. 

Fort Scott Hospital is full, and tents are 
being used for those that are being con- 
stantly sentin from below. Dr. C. C. Slo- 
cum has gone again to Fort Gibson, and 
Tallagua hospitals—will report when he re- 
turns. I have requisitions from Kansas 
City, Independence, Westport, and Pleas- 
ant Hill, but am out of supplies of such 
kinds as are most needed. ‘The connt:y is 
so new, that all articles of the fruit kind 
are difficult to obtain, and our sick men 
suffer with ali that class of diseases indu- 
ced by constant use of bacon. Again, we 
have been threatened with raids of bush- 
whackers along the entire border of the 
State, which has kept our soldiers con- 
stantly on rapid movements, many times 
far beyond their power of endurance. The 
state militia and citizens, In many parts are 
called out to aid in defence of the border 
against these desperate bushwhackers, that 
spare no man when they get into Kansas. 
All this extra exposure is bringing with it 
much sickness and consequent need of sup- 
plies. - 

Refugees, both white and colored, are 
now flooding Kansas—eight hundred and 
forty-one came in with the last return train 
froxq Fort Smith, over five hundred with 
the #%Q, before, and we have advices that 
Fhonsang, <. wore will come, These are most 
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ly women and children, and in most desti- 
tute, sick, and wretched condition. Offi- 
cers in charge are constantly appealing to 
us as agents of the Sanitary Commission 


| for relief for these unfortunate people, and 


I do wish it was in my power to do more 
for them than is possible with my present 
help, or supply of stores. 


Mr.. Jonzs. 
DECHERD, July 5th, 1864. 

The work here consists in providing food. 
and drink for the sick and wounded sol- 
diers going North on freight trains, mostly 
box cars, sometimes furnished with straw 
or leaves, and often without either. There 
pass from one tothree of these trains daily, 
each carrying from one to three hundred 
men. ‘To enable us to do this work. we 
haye procured two box cars, one of which 
we use as kitchen and pantry, and the other 
as storeroom and sleeping room for four 
detailed men. The kitchen is furnished 
with a convenient stove and furniture, and 
everything necessary to enable us to pre- 
pare soup and coffee promptly for any rea-— 


sonable number of men that a single train 


can bring. The officers of the army at this 
post sympathize with our work, and cheer- 
fully render all needed assistance. Col. 

MeConnell, commanding, is building an 

ice-house, mostly with material abandoned 
by former secesh owners, and with no ex- 

pense to us, except for nails, &c. 

The Assistant Quartermaster hauls our > 
water from aspring half a mile distant, and 
the institution is now in very good working 
condition. If the management was to be 
permanent or to continue through the win- 
ter, larger and more comfortable quarters 
would be necessary, but for the summer 
campaign, I think the proposed results can 
be achieved with our present accommoda-. 
tions, a8 , 

There seems to be necessary some man- 
agement by which we shall receive reliable 
advices by telegraph of the coming trains. | 
Sunday. we received a dispatch saying that 
two trains, filled with wounded men, would 
be due here at 11 P. M. We made suitable 
preparations, but they did not come. Such 
circumstances occasion much waste and 
loss of time. ‘Then, again, trains come in 
without notice, and we are unable to pro- 
vide for them as bountifully as we should 
be glad to. We are trying, however, to 
have this matter arranged. 

Last evening at 11 o’clock, a train came 
in with about three hundred wounded and 
sick men. We gave them beef soup, crack- 
ers, and coffee. Their crowded, uncom- 
fortable, and exhausted condition indicated 
great need of such refreshment—the eager- 
ness with which it was received, and the 
expressions of satisfaction and gratitude 
which it elicited, could not fail to warm the 
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hardest heart with the consciousness that 
it is more blessed to give than to receive, 
and with the conviction that there is an 
element of Divinity in goodness. 

_ Besides the four detailed men we have 
four colored men. We board on the car. 
I sleep at the tavern. 


Mr. Eno. 
Kinaston, Ga., July 8th, 1864. 
The enclosed report of disbursements at 
this place to 1st July, shows for itself what 
has been done at one of the stations in 
front. I presume you have the report from 
Ringgold, Tunnel Hill, Resaca, and Dal- 
ton, as they were left in Chattanooga. 
The stores forwarded te stations in front 
from this place will appear in Mr. Va 
_ Dyke’s next report. . ! 
Besides distributing sanitary stores, a 
very important work is being done in pre- 


paring and giving refreshments to the | 


wounded on trains going to Chattanooga. 

‘The first was prepared at Dalton on the 
{7th of May, and the first four days 1,500 
were supplied with hot coffee, soup, and 
erackers. Each of the stations, Dalton, 
Resaca and Kingston, are now well pre- 
pared to feed any number at short notice. 
Another station will be arranged to-day at 
Marietta, Mr. Kennedy or Norton in 
charge. : 

In doing this work, it is no more than 
justice to say that the Government are giv- 
ing us every facility necessary, and we are 
_ also under many obligations to the gentle- 
manly officers of the different posts, and at 
Resaca and Kingston, the Christian Com- 
missien have rendered very efficient aid in 
distributing to the sick and wounded. 

The importance of provision being made 
for the sick and wounded on trains can only 
be fairly estimated by those who know and 
feel the vexatious delayson theroad. They 
are from 24 to 48 hours in reaching Chat- 
tanooga, and all this time riding in freight 
ears, without a blanket for a bed, and no 
chance for refreshments except at Sanitary 
stations. 

Men in such situations fully appreciate 
the work, and bless their friends at home 
for sustaining the Sanitary Commission. 
Besides coffee, soup, and crackers, we now 
give them sandwiches, punch or ale, and 
the men are also instructed to furnish 
plenty of fresh water to wash their wounds 
and fill canteens. 

Up to 1st July there had been given out 
at this station, 

495 gallons of coffee, 
243 ty ale, 
175 ‘a punch, 
465 lbs. crackers, 
To 5,630 sick and wounded. The station 
was out of crackers a few days and had to 
use hard bread, Arrangements are now 
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made for light bread, which will be used 
with cold ham to make sandwiches. 

Mr. J. W. Van Dyke has been in charge 
of the station since Mr. Barret left. In him 
the soldier has a good friend and the Com- 
mission a very efficient agent. 





HOSPITAL SKETCHES, 
NasSHVILLE, July 6, 1864. 

To-day, visited Hospital No. —-. Nearly 
all the patients that, but a few days since 
were there, have now gone, and new faces 
everywhere not ‘‘ greeted,” but gazed at 
me. And so many of them! Every bed, 
every ward, and even the halls were filled 
with the newly wounded. As there was 
either a nurse or a patient in every ward 
who knew me, it was soon whispered among 
them, that their visitor belonged to the U. 
S. Sanitary Commission, and that he was 
a clergyman also. Very soon his kind in- 
quiries after their health and comfort were 
returned by questions on their part. ‘‘Do 
you belong to the Sanitary Commission ?? 
‘¢ Well, that’s good.” ‘‘Can you get mea 
pair of crutches?” ‘‘Can you get me an 
arm-sling?”’ ‘‘ Could you get me some let- 
ter-paper and stamps, I hav’nt had a chance 
to write home for three months.” 

‘‘ Chaplain, will you please to come this 
way?” The Chaplain goes. ‘‘ Please stoop 
down.” The Chaplain begins to expect 
some expression of religious feeling. ‘‘ Did 
I understand that you belong to the San- 
itary Commission?” ‘‘ Yes, sir.” ‘ Well, 
that is just the best institution that ever 
was. I believe that some of us would have 
died at Resaca, but for that. But Chap- 
lain, do you think you could do me a 
great favor?” ‘I will try. What is it?” 
‘‘Why, I am almost dead for a chew of to- 
bacco. Hav'nt had any for two months, 
and hav’nt got a cent of money. I know 
’taint just right, Chaplain, fora man to have 
such habits, but then when a fellow’s got 
so used to it,” ete. 

The Chaplain promises all these men, 
and many others, that their wants shall be 
soon supplied, and, having made a note of 
all, passes on into other wards, with a kind 
word and inquiry at almost every bed. 
Directly he observes a patient, who seems 
to take but little interest in anything about 
him. Here is a case that requires more 
particular attention, for he is evidently 
very sick. Stooping down at his bed-side, 
the Chaplain asks him, in a very: kind 
voice, how. he gets along. ‘‘ Very badly, 
sir.”” What is the matter? ‘‘ Fever, sir, 
the doctor says.” And fever it is, sure 
enough. The man is burning up with 
typhoid fever, which he took after having 
waded through a river breast-deep, and 
then being sent out to de picket duty, 
without an oppurtunity of drying : his 
clothes. The Chaplain sits silently by his 
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side, thinking what he can do for him. 
‘* Please give me some water.” The water 
is given him, but it is warm and insipid. 
‘‘Nurse,, have you no ice?” ‘‘No, sir.” 
‘‘ Have you no acid or cooling drinks for 
such cases as this?” ‘‘ No, sir, we are all 
out. The surgeon was saying to-day he 
wished. we had some. When he comes 
around again I will remind him of it,”’ 

‘“Very good. But we cannot wait for 
that now. ‘Take this order, and send it to 
the Sanitary storeroom for a couple of bot- 
tles of raspberry syrup, and make a drink 
for each of your fever patients.” For the 
surgeon had assured the Sanitary visitor 
that he would be obliged to him for sup- 

plying any such want, whenever he should 

soe it to be a case of need: Therefore the 

order was written and given to the errand 

‘boy; but before he leaves, the order is in- 

creased to one-half dozen bottles of black-* 
berry cordial for the diarrhea cases, a few 

lemons for the scorbutic, a few slippers, 

and some dozen of fans for the fly-torment- 

ed wounded. 

These wants attended to, a nurse ap- 
proaches saying, ‘‘ Chaplain, that man in 
the corner wants to see you.” The Chap- 
lain goes to him. He reaches out his thin 
withered hand, and says: ‘‘Chaplain, I am 
pretty sick. I don’t allow that I shall get 
well, Dve got consumption, and can’t last 
long, and thought I would like to have you 
write tomy woman and children for me, if 
it ain’t too much trouble.” ‘* Certainly I 
will with pleasure, my friend. What is her 
name and address?” This being all care- 
fully written out—‘‘ What shall I say for 
you?” ‘Tell her that I didn’t get shot, but 
I did my duty in every fight, and never 
shirked. But I took cold and got sick, 
Tell her that I did want to get home to see 
her and the children, but—but—,” and 
here the poor fellow broke down; soon, 
however, he recovered himself, and con- 
tinued; ‘‘ But God knows best. Tell her I 
havn’t much for her. I made some little 
trinkets for keepsake, out of shell at Stone 
Kiuiver; they are in my knapsack, and there 
is my testament, and there will be a little 
money coming to her. Tell her I have had 
everything done for me here. They have 
been very kind. And tell her to kiss the 
dear children for me, and to—to—meet me 
in Heaven.” 

He could say no more. Indeed, it was all 
he had to say. Having written the letter 
at his bed-side, and then after allowing him 
time to rest, the Chaplain returned to him 
and said: ‘Since you have made such 
thoughtful preparations for leaving this 
world, my friend, have you made any pre- 

arations for entering the next?” ‘‘ Yes, 
sir. I have tried todo so. I have prayed; 
--I have asked God’s forgiveness for all the 
wickedness E haye done, for Jesus’ sake, 
He knows it all. He knows how I feel. He 


f 


knows I am sorry enough. Will you pray 
for me?” After some further conversation, 
and reading from his testament, the Chap- 
lain knelt and offered up a simple earnest 
prayer. The man was very much affected, 
and yet comforted. Hethanked the Chap- 
lain more by manner than by words, and 
begged him to come again verysoon. The 


Chaplain returned the next morning; the ~ 


sick man’s bed was vacant—he had died | 


‘during the night. 


‘¢ Your visit did him so much good,” said 
the nurse. ‘‘Itseemed to be all he wanted,” 
said another. Each one had a word to say, 
until requesting that all should be silent, 
the Chaplain addressed all within the ward 
upon the true hope of mann death, and, 
then offering up prayers for each and 
all, he left them for awhile to their own 
thoughts. at 

Such is but a brief paragraph in the 
chapter of one day spent in hospital, by 
one of the hospital visitors’ and Chaplains 
of the U. 8S. Sanitary Commission. 





A REASONABLE REMONSTRANCE. 


The following extract is from a letter 
written by one of the most intelligent of 
the Associate Managers of the ‘‘ Women’s 
Central Relief Association.” . 


**Tn one of the late Bunuzrms, (I think 
April 15th,) I noticed a request that each 
housewife in the country should, during 
the coming summer, prepare ‘at least two 
bushels of dried fruit.’ Now it is evident 
that the person who made it knew very lit- — 
tle about his subject. He could’nt have 
been a coun'ryman. In the first place, it 
is the farmer’s wives from whom such sup- 
plies must come. The demands upon their 
time and strength, always heavy, are doub- 
ly oppressive in just the season when fruits 
are to be prepared, and it would take eight 
or nine bushels of the fresh fruit to make 
the quantity named. If ha/f a bushel had 
been asked of each one, the amount would 
probably be larger than that you will now 
receive, for people always like to be praised 
for doing better than was asked of them. 
The already over-burthened housewife who 
hears herself coolly called upon for ‘aé 
least’ a month’s labor, looks around upon 
her five or six little children, on the piles 
of accumulating sewing, on the ten or 
twelve ‘hands’ whose daily meals she is. 
to provide, on the heavy work attendant 
upon the cheese-press or the butter-mak- 


ing, and on the necessary preparations to — 


subsist the household during a long and 
tedious winter, and says, ‘ Well, I could. 


prepare a Jitile, but those Sanitary folks ask 


for so much that it’s no use for me to try, 
let somebody else do it who has more time.’ 
‘*But I must tell you of one or two.in- | 


stances of self-devotion which have come 


\ 


to my knowledge. The wife of a small 
farmer, in delicate health, with a large 
family, last summer gathered and prepared 
with her own hands, and sent two gallons 
- of jelly, one of currant wine, five of pre- 
pared lackspur, (for vermin,) a bushel of 
dried fruits, and a barrel and a forty gallon 
cask of pickles, besides sending her daugh- 
ters to walk two or three miles to an Aid 
Society to bring home sewing. Another is 
- of a lady eighty-five years old, whose fam- 
ily have during the last winter made thirty 
bed- quilts, to more than one-third of which 
she made the linings from almost invisible 
pieces, besides knitting several pairs of 
socks. Such labors, although they may 
not amount to much in money, are no tri- 
fles to those who perform them. & 

‘‘As ‘country folks’ must be better ac- 
quainted with such matters than city ones, 
_ I have ventured to speak of the request in 
the Buxuert, in the hope that if further 
demands are made for pickles, &c., the 
quantity named may be more in propor- 
tion to the abilities of the housewife.” 





ON A HOSPITAL TRAIN. 


Riding on a rail in the ‘‘Suaony South” 
is not thé most agreeable pastime in the 
world. Don’t understand me to refer to 
that favorite argumentum ad hominem which 
a true Southerner applies to all who have 
the misfortune to differ from him, especial- 
_ lyto Northern abolitionists; 1 simply mean 
that mode of traveling that Saxe in his 
funny little poem, calls so “ pleasant.” 


And no wonder! To be whirled along at the © 


rate of forty miles an hour, over a smooth 
road, reposing on velvet cushioned seats, 
with backs just at the proper angle to rest 
a tired head—ice-water, the last novel or pe- 
riodical—all that can tempt your fastidious 
taste, or help to while away the time offered 
at your elbow, is indeed pleasant; but woe 
to the fond imagination that~pi es to 
itself such luxuries on a ited States 
military railroad. Be thankful if in the 
crowd of tobacco-chewing soldiers you are 
able to%et a seat, and grumble not if the 
_ pine boards are hard and narrow. Lay in 
a good stock of patience, for six miles an 
hour is probably the highest rate of speed 
you will attain, and even then you shudder 
to see on either hand strewn along the 
road, wrecks of cars and locomotives smash- 
ed in every conceivable manner, telling of 
some fearful accident or some guerrilla fight. 
These are discomforts hard to bear even 
when one is well and strong; how much 
worse for a sick or wounded man. But 
_ thanks to the U. S. Sanitary Commission 
and to those gentlemen belonging to it, 
whose genius and benevolence originated, 
‘planned, and carried it out, a Hospital 
Train is now running on almost all the 
roads over which it is necessary to trans- 
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port sick or wounded men. These trains 
are now under the control of Government, 
but the Sanitary Commission continues to 
furnish a great part of the stores that are 
used in them. My first experience of them 
was a sad one. A week before the army 
had moved forward and concentrated near 
Tunnel Hill. The dull, monotonous rum- 
ble of army wagons as they rolled in long 
trains through the dusty street; the mea- 
sured tramp of thousands of bronzed and 
war-worn veterans; the rattle and roar of 
the guns and caissons as they thundered 
on their mission of death; the glittering 
sheen reflected from a thousand sabres, 
had all passed by and left us in the desola- 
ted town. We lived, as it were, with bated 
breath and eager ears, our nerves tensely 
strung with anxiety and suspense, waiting 
to catch the first sound of that coming 
strife, where we knew so many of our 
bravest and best must fall. At last came 
the news of that terrible fight at Buzzard’s 
Roost or Rocky Face Ridge, and the even- 
ing after, in came Dr. S——, straight from 
the front, and said, ‘‘ the Hospital Train 
is at the depot, wouldn’t you like to see 
it!” ‘‘ Of course we would,” chorused Mrs. 
Dr. § and myself, a d forthwith we 
rushed for our hats and cloaks, filled 
two large baskets with soft crackers and 
oranges, and started off. A walk of a mile 
brought us to the depot, and down in the 
farther corner of the depot yard we saw a 
train of seven or eight cars standing, ap- 
parently unoccupied. ‘‘ There it is,” said 
Dr. 8. ‘‘ Why, it looks like any ordinary 
train,” I innocently remarked, but I was 
soon to find out the difference. We chanced 
to see Dr. Myers, the surgeon in charge, on 
the first car into which we went, and he 
made us welcome to do and to give what- 
ever we had for the men, and so, armed 
with authority from the ‘‘ powers that be,” 
we went forward with confidence. 

Imagine a car a little wider than the or- 
dinary one, placed on springs, and having 
on each side three tiers of berths or cots, 
suspended by rubber bands. These cots 
are so arranged as to yield to the motion of 
the car, thereby avoiding that jolting ex- 
perienced even on the smoothest and best 
kept road. I didn’t stop to investigate the 
plan of the car then, for I saw before me, 
on either hand, a long line of soldiers, shot 
in almost every conceivable manner, their 
wounds fresh from the battle-field, and all 
were patient and quiet; not a groan or 
complaint escaped them, though I saw 
some faces twisted into strange contortions 
with the agony of their wounds. I com- 
menced distributing my oranges right and, 
left, but soon realized the smallness of my, 
basket and the largeness of the demand, 
and sadly passed by all but the worst cases. 
In the third car that we entered we found! 
the Colonel, Lieut. Colonel and Adjutant 
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of the 29th Ohio, all severely wounded. 
We stopped and talked awhile. Mindful 
of the motto of my commission, to give 
‘* aid and comfort,” I trickled a little sym- 
pathy on them. ‘‘ Poor fellows!” said I. 
‘* No, indeed,” said they. ‘‘ We did sutfer 
riding twenty miles” —it couldn’t have been 
more than fourteen or fifteen, but a shat- 
tered limb or a ball in one’s side lengthens 
the miles astonishingly—‘‘in those horrid 
ambulances to the cars.” ‘‘ We cried last 
night like children, some of us,”’ said a Lieu- 
tenant, ‘‘but we’re all right now. This 
Hospital Train is a jolly thing. It goes 
like a cradle.”” Seeing my sympathy wast- 
ed, I tried another tack. ‘‘ Did you know 
that Sherman was in Dalton.” ‘‘ No!” 
cried the Colonel, and all the men who 
could, raised themselves up and stared at 
me with eager, questioning eyes. ‘‘ Is that 
so?” Yes,” I replied, ‘‘It is true.” 
‘““Then I don’t care for this little wound,” 
said one fellow, slapping his right leg, 
which was pierced and torn by a minnie 
ball. Brave men! How I longed to take 
our whole North, and pour out its wealth 
and luxury at their feet. 

A little farther cn in the car, I chanced 
to look down, and there at my feet lay a 
young man, not more than eighteen or 
nineteen years old; hair tossed back from 
his noble white brow; long brown lashes 
lying on his cheek; face as delicate and re- 
fined as a girl’s. I spoke to him and he 
opened his eyes, but could not answer me. 
I held an orange before him, and he looked 
a Yes; sol cut a hole in it and squeezed 
some of the juice into his mouth. It seem- 
ed to revive him a little, and after sitting a 


short time I left him. Soon after, they . 


carried him out on a stretcher——poor fel- 
low! He was dying when I last saw him, 
and I could but think of his mother and 
sisters who would have given worlds to stand 
beside him as I did. By this time it was 
growing dark, my oranges had given out, 
and we were sadly in the way; so we left, 
to be haunted for many a day by the terrible 
pictures we had seen on our first visit to a 
Hospital Train. 

My next experience was much pleasanter. 
I had the privilege of a ride on one from 
Chattanooga to Nashville, and an oppor- 
tunity of seeing the plan of arrangement of 
the train. There were three hundred and 
fourteen sick and wounded men on board, 
_ occupying nine or ten cars, with the sur- 
geon’s car in the middle of the train. This 
car is divided into three compartments; at 
one end is the storeroom, where are kept 
the eatables and bedding; at the other the 
kitchen; and between the two the surgeon’s 
room, containing his bed, secretary, and 
shelves and pigeon holes for instruments, 
medicines, etc. A narrow hall connects 
the storeroom and kitchen, and great win- 
dows or openings in the opposite sides of 
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the car give a pleasant draft of air. Sitting 
in a comfortable arm-chair, one would not 
wish a pleasanter mode of traveling, especi- 
ally through the glorious mountains of 
East Tennnesse, and farther on, over the 
fragrant, fertile meadows, and the rolling 
plains of Northern Alabama and Middle 
Tennessee, clothed in their fresh green 
garments of new cotton and corn. This is 
all charming for a passenger, but a Hospi- 
ta] train is a busy place for the surgeons 
and nurses. 

The men come on at evening, selected 
from the different hospitals, according to 
their ability to be moved, and after having 
had their tea, the wounds have to be fresh- 
ly dressed. This takes till midnight, per- 
haps longer, and the surgeon must be on 
the watch continually, for on him falls the 
responsibility, not only of the welfare of 
the men, but of the safety of the train. 
There is a conductor and brakeman, and 
for them, too, there is no rest. Each finds 
enough to do as nurse or assistant. In the 
morning, after a breakfast of delicious cof- 
fee or tea, dried beef, dried peaches, soft 
bread, cheese, etc., the wounds have to be 
dressed a second time, and again in the 
afternoon, a third. 

In the intervals the surgeon finds time to 
examine individual cases, and prescribe 
especially for them, and perhaps to take a 
little rest. 'To fulfill the duties of surgeon 
in charge of such a train, or endure the ter- 
rible strain on brain, and nerves and mus- 
cles, require great skill, an iron will, and a 
mind undaunted by the shadow of any 
responsibility or danger. All this and more 
has Dr. J. P. Barnum, who has~ charge of 
the train formerly running between Louis- 
ville and Nashville, but now transferred to 
the road between Nashville and Chattanoo- 
ga. With a touch, gentle as a woman, yet 
with manly strength and firmness, and un- 
tiring watchfulness and thoughtful care, he 
seems wholly devoted to the work of bene- 
fiting our sick and wounded soldiers. All 
on board the train gave him the warmest — 
thanks. As I walked through the car, I 
heard the men say, ‘‘ we hav’nt lived so 
well since we joined the army. We are 
better than we were ever before. This is 
the nicest place we were ever in,” etc. 
Should the Doctor chance to see this, he 
will be shocked, for modesty, I notice, 
goes in hand with true nobility and gene- 
rosity; but I risk his wrath for the selfish 
pleasure that one has in doing justice to a 
good man. 

After breakfast, in the morning, when 
the wounds .were all dressed, I had the 
pleasure of carrying into one car a pitcher 
of delicious blackberry wine that came 
from the Soldiers’ Aid Society of Northern 
Ohio, and with the advice of Dr. Yates, the 
assistant surgeon, giving it to the men. 
The car into which I went had only one 
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tier of berths, supported like the others on 
rubber bands. Several times during the 
day 1 had an opportunity of giving some 
little assistance in taking care of wounded 
men, and it was very pleasant. My jour- 
ney lasted a night and a day, and I think I 
can never again pass another twenty-four 
hours so fraught with sweet and sad memo- 
ries as are connected with my second and 
last experience on a Hospital Train. C. 





THE BLUE COAT. 

The following ballad is from the pen of Bish- 
op Burgess, of Maine, and was contributed by 
him to the book published and sold at the late 
Sanitary Fair in Baltimore, under the sanction 


of the State Fair Association of the Women of. 


Maryland. 
THE BLUE COAT OF THE SOLDIER. 


You asked me, little one, why I bowed, 
Though never I passed the man before? 
Because my heart was full and proud, 
When I saw the old blue coat he wore; 
The blue great coat, the sky blue coat, 
The old blue coat the soldier wore. 


I knew not, I, what weapon he chose, 
What chief he followed, what badge he wore; 
Enough that in the front of foes 
His country’s blue great-coat he wore; 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


Perhaps he was born in a forest hut, 
Perhaps he had danced on a palace floor; 
To want or wealth my eyes were shut; 
I only marked the coat he wore; 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


It mattered not much if he drew his line 
From Shem or Ham, in the days of yore; 
For surely he was a brother of mine, 
Who for my sake the war coat wore; 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


He might have no skill to read or write, 
Or he might be rich in learned lore; 
But I knew he could make his mark in fight, 
And nobler gown no scholar wore 
Than the blue great-coat, &c. 


It may be he could plunder and prowl, 
And perhaps in his mood he scoffed and swore; 
But I would not guess a spot so foul 
~ On the honored coat he bravely wore; 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


He had worn it long, and borne it far; 
And perhaps on the red Virginian shore, 
From midnight chill till the morning star 
That worn great-coat the sentry wore; 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


When hardy Butler reined his steed 
Through the streets of proud, proud Baltimore, 
Perhaps behind him, at his need, ~ 
Marched he who yonder blue coat wore. 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


Perhaps it was seen in Burnside’s ranks, 
When Rappahannock ran dark with gore; 
Perhaps on the mountain side with Banks 
In the burning sun no more he wore 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


Perhaps in the swamps was a bed for his form, 
From the seven days’ battling and marching sore; 
Or with Kearney and Pope ’mid the steely storm 
As the night closed in, that coat he wore; 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


Or when right over as Jackson dashed, 
That collar or cape some bullet tore; 
Or when far ahead Antietam flashed, 
He flung to the ground the coat that he wore; 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


Or stood at Gettysburgh, where the graves 
Rang deep to Howard’s cannon roar; 
Or saw with Grant the unchained waves 
Where conquering hosts the blue coat wore. 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


That garb of honor tells enough, 
Though I its story guess no more; 
The heart it covers is made of such stuff, 
That coat is mail which that soldier wore; 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


He may hang it up when the peace shall come, 
And the moths may find it behind the door; 
But his children will point when they hear a drum 
To the proud old coat their father wore, 
The blue great-coat, &c. 


And so, my child, will you and I, 
For whose fair home their blood they pour, 
Still bow the head, as one goes by, 
Who wears the coat that soldier wore; 
The blue great-coat, the sky-blue coat, 
The old blue coat the soldier wore. 





THE LEGISLATURE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 
ON THE SANITARY COMMISSION. 


STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE, 


In the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 
and sixty-four : 

Resolved, By the Senate and House of Rep- 
resentatives of New Hampshire, in General 
Court convened, / 

That the United States Sanitary Commission 
commends itself to our hearty support, and that 
we hereby testify on behalf of the soldiers and 
people of this State, to the benevolence of its 
principles and efficiency of its plans, as a means 
of promoting the welfare of the army. 

Resolved, That we especially esteem the na- 
tionality of its views and declarations, by which 
all our soldiers, without distinction of place, 
are regarded as United States soldiers, and 
treated as such in all respects. 

Resolved, That the Ladies’ Aid Societies of 
New Hampshire, acting as they do in co-opera- 
tion with the United States Sanitary Commis- 
sion, are heartily commended to the continued 
support of our people, as the most suitable trib- 
utaries through which the contributions of New 
Hampshire may be distributed to the hospitals 
and camps of the army. 
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NOTES ON NURSING. 
CONCLUSION. 


The whole of the preceding remarks apply 
even more to children and puerperal woman 
than to patients in general. They also apply 
to the nursing of surgical, quite as much as to 
that of mdical cases. Indeed, if it be possible, 
cases of external injury require such care even 
more than sick. In surgical wards, one duty of 
every nurse certainly is prevention. Fever, or 
hospital gangrene, or pycemia, or purulent dis- 
charge of some kind may else supervene. Has 
she a case of compound fracture, of amputation, 
or of erysipelas, it may depend very much on 
how she looks upon the things enumerated in 
these notes, whether one or other of these hos- 
pital diseases attacks her patient or not. Ifshe 
allows her ward to become filled with the pecu- 
liar close fetid smell, so apt to be produced 
among surgical cases, especially where there is 
great suppuration and discharge, she may see a 
vigorous patient in the prime of life gradually 
sink and die where, according to all human 
probability, he ought to have recovered. 

Nevertheless let no one think that because 
sanitary nursing is the subject of these notes, 
therefore, what may be called the handicraft of 
nursing is to be undervalued. <A patient may 
be left to bleed to death in a sanitary palace. 
Another who cannot move himself may die of 
bed-sores, because the nurse does not know 
how to change and clean him, while he has 
every requisite of air, light, and quiet. But 
nursing, as a handicraft, has not been treated 
of here for three reasons: 1. That these notes 
do not pretend to be a manual for nursing, any 
more than for cooking for the sick; 2. That the 
writer, who has herself seen more of what may 
be called surgical nursing, i. e. practical manual 
nursing, than, perhaps, any one in Europe, 
honestly believes that it is impossible to learn 
it from any book, and that it can only be thor- 
oughly learnt in the wards of a hospital; and 
she also honestly believes that the perfection of 
surgical nursing may be seen practised by the 
old-fashioned ‘‘ Sister” of a London hospital, 
as it can be seen nowhere else in Europe. 3. 
While thousands die of foul air, etc., who have 
this surgical nursing to perfection, the converse 
is comparatively rare. 

To revert to children. They are much more 
susceptible than grown people to all noxious 
influences. They are affected by the same 
things, but much more quickly and seriously, 
viz., by want of fresh air, of proper warmth, 
want of cleanliness in house, clothes, bedding, 
or body, by startling noises, improper food, or 
want of punctuality, by dullness and by want 
of light, by too much or too little covering in 
bed, or when up, by want of the spirit of man- 
agement generally in those in charge of them. 
One can, therefore, only press the importance, 
as being yet greater in the case of children, 
greatest in the case of sick children, of attend- 
ing to these things. 

That which, however, above all, is known to 
injure children seriously is foul air, and most 
seriously at night. Keeping the rooms where 
they sleep tight shut up, is destruction to them. 
And, if the child’s breathing be disordered by 
_ disease, a few hours only of such foul air may 

endanger its life, even where no inconve- 
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nience is felt by grown-up persons in the same 
room. ‘ 

The following passages, taken ont of an ex- 
cellent “ Lecture on Sudden Death in Infancy 
and Cnildhood,” just published, show the vital 


importance of careful nursing of children. ‘‘In . 


the great majority of instances. when - death 
suddenly befalls the infaut or young child, it is 
an accident; itis not a necessary rev-ult of any 
disease from which it is suffering” 


It may be here added, thatit would be very 


desirable. to’ know how often death is, with 
adults, ‘‘not a necessary, inevitable result of 
any disease.” Omit the word ‘‘sudden,” (for 
sudden death is comparatively rare in middle 
age;) and the sentence is almost equally true for 
all ages, 

The following causes of ‘‘ accidental” death 
in sick children are enumerated:—‘‘ Sudden 
noises, which startle—a rapid change of tem- 
perature, which chills the surface, though only 
for a moment—a rude awakening from sleep— 
or even an over-hasty, or an overfail meal” 
—‘*‘any sudden impression on the nervous sys- 
tem—any hasty alteration of posture—in short, 


any cause whatever by which the respiratory 


process may be disturbed.” 

It may again be added, that, with very weak 
adult patients, these causes are also (not often 
‘‘suddenly fatal,” it is true, but) very much 


oftener than is at all generally known, irrepa- 


rable in their consequences. 

Both for children and for adults, both for 
sick and for well, (although more certainly in 
the case of sick children than in any others,) I 
would here again repeat, the most frequent and 
most fatal cause of all is sleeping, for even a 
few hours, much more for weeks and months 
in foul air, a condition which. more than any 
other condition, disturbs the reSpiratory pro- 
cess, and tends to produce ‘‘ accidental” death 
in :lisease, 

I need hardly here repeat the warning against 
any confusion of ideas between: cold and fresh 
air. You may chill a patient fatally without 
giving him fresh air at all. 
well, nay, much better, give him fresh air 
without chilling him: This is the test of a good 
nurse, 

In cases of long recurring faintness from dis- 
ease, for instance, especially disease which 
affects the organs of breathing, fresh air to the 
lungs, warmth to the surface, and often (as soon 
as the patient can swallow, ) hot drink, these are 
the right remedies and the only ones. Yet, 
oftener than not, you see the nnrse or mother 
just reversing this; shutting up every cranny 
through which fresh air can enter, and leaving 
the body cold, or perhaps throwing a greater 
weight of clothes upon it, when already it is 
generating too little heat. 

‘‘Breathing carefully, anxiously, as though 
respiration were a function which required all 
the attention for its performance,” is cited as a 
not unusual state in children, and as one call- 


ing for care in all the things enumerated above. | 


That breathing becomes an almost voluntary 
act, even in grown up patients who are very 
weak, must have been remarked. 

‘* Disease having interfered with the perfect 


accomplishment of the respiratory function, . 


some sudden demand for its complete exercise, 
issues in the sudden stand-still of the whole 


And you can quite . 
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machinery.” is given as one process; —‘‘life goes 
out for went of nervous power to keep the vital 
functions in activity,” is givet as another, by 
which “accidental” death is most often brought 
to pass in infancy. 

Also in mididle age, both these processes may 
be seen ending in death, although generally not 
suddenly. I have seen, even in middle age, 
the ‘‘ sudden stand-still” here mentioned, and 
from the same causes., 

To sum up:—the answer to two of the com- 
monest objections urged, one by women them- 
selves, the other by men,‘against the desirable- 
ness of sanitary knowledge for women, plus a 
caution, comprises the whole argument for the 
art of nursing. 

(1.) It is often said by men, that it is unwise 
to teach women anything about these laws of 
health, because they will take to physicing— 
that there is a great deal too much of amateur 
physicing as it is, which is indeed true. 
eminent physician told mé that he had known 
more calomel giveu, both at a pinch and for a 
continuance, by mothers, governesses, and 
nurses, to children, than he had ever heard of a 
physician prescribing in all his experience. 
Another says, that women’s only idea in medi- 
cine is calomel and aperients. Thisis undeniably 
too often the case. There is nothing ever seen 
in any professional practice like the reckless 
physicing by amateur females. But this is just 
what the re illy experienced and observing nurse 
do's not do; she neither physics herself nor 
others. And to cultivate in things pertaining 
to health, observation and experience in women 
who are mothers, governesses or nurses, is jnst 
the way to do away with amateur physicing, 
and if the doctors did but know it, to make 
the nurses obedient to them —helps to them in- 
stead of hindrances. Such education in women 
would indeed diminish the doctor’s work—but 
no one really believes that doctors wish that 
there should be more illness, in order to have 
more work. 

I have known many ladies who, having once 
obtained a ‘“blne pill” prescription from a 
physician, gave and took it as a common ape- 
rient two or three times a week —with what ef- 
fect may be supposed. In one case I happened 
to be the person to inform the physician of it, 
who substituted for the prescription a compar- 
atively harmless aperient pill. The lady came 
to me and complained that it ‘did not suit her 
half so well.” 

If women will take or give physic, by far the 
safest plan is to send for ‘‘the doctor” every 
time—for I have known ladies who both gave 
and took physic, who would not take the pains 
to learn the names of the commonest medicines, 
and confounded, e. qg, ‘colocynth with colchi- 
cum. ‘Thisis playing with sharp-edged tools 
‘‘with a vengeance.” 

There are excellent women who will write to 
London to their physician that there is much 
sickness in their neighborhood in the country, 
and ask for some prescription from him, which 
they used to like themselves, and then give it 
to all their friends and to all their poorer neigh- 
bors who will take it. Now, instead of giving 
medicine, of which you cannot possibly know 
the exact and proper application, nor all its 
consequences, wouldit not be better if you were 
to persuade and help your poorer neighbors to 


” 


One | 


remove the dung-hill from before the door, to 
put in a window which opens, or an Arnott’s 
ventilator, or to cleanse and lime-wash the cot- 
tages? Of theséthings the benelits are sure. 
The benefits of the inexperienced adiministra- 
tion of medicines are by no means so sure. 

Homeopathy has introduced one essential 
amelioration in the practice of physic by ama- 
teur females; for its rules are excellent, its 
physicking comparatively harmless—the ‘‘glo- 
bale” is the one grain of folly which appears 
to be necessary to make any good thing accep- 
table. Let then women, if they will give med- 
icine, give homeopathic medicine. It won’t 
do any harm. 

An almost universal error atinong women is 


the supposition.that everybody must have the 


bowels opened once in every twenty four hours, 
or must fly immediately to aperients. The re- 
verse is the conclusion of experience. 

This is a doctor’s subject, and [ will not en- 
ter more into it; but will simply repeat, do not 
go on taking or giving to your children abomi- 
nable ‘‘courses of aperients,” without calling 
in the doctor. uy 

It is very seldom indeed, that by choosing 
your diet, you cannot regulate your own bow- 
els; and every woman may watch herself to 
know what kind of diet will do this; I have 
known deficiency of meat produce constipation 
quite as often as deficiency of vegetables; ba- 
ker’s bread much oftener than either. Home 
made brown bread will oftener cure it than any- 
thing else. ¢ 

(2.) It is often said by women, that they can- 
not know anything of the laws of health, or 
what to do to preserve their children’s health, 
because they can know nothing of “ Patholo- 
gy,” or cannot ‘‘dissect,”—a confusion of 
ideas which itis hard to attempt to disentangle, 
Pathology teaches. the harm that disease has 
done. But it teaches nothing more. Weknow 
nothing of the principle of health, the positive 
of which pathology is the negative, except from 
observation and experience. And nothing but 


observation and experience will teach us the 


ways to maintain or to bring back the state of 
health. It is often thought that medicine is 
the curative process. It is no such thing; 
medicine is the surgery of functions, as surgery 
proper is that of limbs and organs. Neither 
can do anything but remove obstructions; 
neither can cure; nature alone cures. Surgery 
removes the bullet out of the limb, which is an 
obstruction to cure, but nature heals the wound. 
So it is with medicine; the function of an organ 
becomes obstructed; medicine, so far as we 
know, assists nature to remove the obstruction, 
but does nothing more. And what nursing has 
to do in either case, is to put the patient in the 
best condition for nature to act upon him. 
Generally, just the contrary is done. You 
think fresh air, and quiet and cleanliness ex- 
travagant, perhaps dangerous, luxuries, which 
should be given to the patient only when quite 
convenient, and medicine the sine qua non, the 
panacea. IfI have succeeded in any measure 
in dispelling this illusion, «nd in showing what 
true nursing is, and what it is not, my object 
will have been answered. 

Now for the caution:— 4 

(3.) It seems a commonly received idea 
among men,and even among women themselves, 
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that it requires nothing but a disappointment 
in love, the want of an object, a general dis- 
gust, or incapacity for other things, to turn a 
woman into a good nurse. 

This reminds one of the parish where a stu- 
pid old man was set to be schoolmaster because 
he was ‘past keeping the pigs.” 

Apply the above receipt for making a good 
nurse to making a good servant. 
ceipt will be found to fail. 

Yet popular novelists of recent days have in- 
vented ladies disappointed in love or fresh out 
of the drawing-room, turning into the war-hos- 
pitals to find their wounded lovers, and when 
found, forthwith abandoning their sick-ward 
for their lover, as might be expected. Yet in 
the estimation of the authors, those ladies were 
none the worse for that, but on the contrary, 
were heroines of nursing. 

What cruel mistakes are sometimes made by 
benevolent men and women in matters of busi- 
ness about which they can know nothing and 
think they know a great deal. 

The everyday management of a large ward, 
let alone of a hospital—the knowing what are 
the laws of life and death for men, and what 
the laws of health for wards—(and wards are 
healthy or unhealthy, mainly according to the 
knowledge or ignorance of the nurse)—are not 
these matters of sufficient importance and diffi- 
culty to require learning by experience and 
careful inquiry, just as much as any other art? 
They do not come by inspiration to the lady 
disappointed in love, nor to the poor workhouse 
drudge hard up for a livelihood. 

And terrible is the injury which has followed 
to the sick from such wild notions! 

in this respect, (and why is it so?) in Roman 
Catholic countries, both writers and workers 
are, in theory at least, far before ours. They 
would never think of such a beginning for a 
good working Superior or Sister of Charity. 
And many a Superior has refused to admit a 
Postulant who appeared to have no better ‘‘ vo- 
cation” or reasons for offering herself than 
these. 

It is true we make ‘‘no vows.” But is a 
‘vow’ necessary to convince us that the true 
spirit for learning any art, most especially an 
art of charity, aright, is not a disgust to every- 
thing or something else? Do we really place 
the love of our kind (and of nursing, as one 
branch of it) so low as this? What would the 
Mére Angélique of Port Royal, what would our 
own Mrs. Fry have said to this? 

Notrsz.—I would earnestly ask my sisters to 
keep clear of both the jargons now current 
everywhere, (for they are equally jargons;) of 
the jargon, namely, about the ‘‘rights” of wo- 
men, which urges women to do all that men do, 
including the medical and other professions, 
merely because men do it, and without regard 
to whether this is the best that women can do; 
and of the jargon which urges woman to do 
nothing that men do, merely because they are 
women, and should be ‘recalled to a sense of 
their duty as women,” and because ‘‘this is 
women’s work,” and ‘‘that is men’s,” and 
‘*these are things which women should not do,” 
which is all assertion, and nothing more. 
Surely woman should bring the best she has, 
whatever that is, to the work of God’s world, 
wi thout attending to either of these cries. For 


And the re- - 


what are they, both of them, the one just as 
much as the other, but listening to the ‘‘ what 
people will say,” to opinion, to the ‘‘ voices 
from without?” And as a wise man has said, 
no one has ever done anything great or useful 

by listening to the voices from without. 

You deo not want the effect of your good 
things to be, ‘‘How wonderful for a woman!” 
nor would you be deterred from good things by 
hearing it said, “Yes, but she ought not to 
have done this, because it is not suitable for a 
woman.” But you want to do the thing that is 
good, whether it is ‘‘suitable for a woman” or 
not. 

It does not make a thing good, that it is re- 
markable that a woman should have been able 
to do it. Neither does it make a thing bad, 
which would have been,good had a man done 
it, that it has been done by a woman. 

Oh, leave these jargons, and go your way 
straight to God’s work, in simplicity and sin- 
gleness of heart. — Miss Nightingale. 
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OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


1st. To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being 
made against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
lies needing it. 


‘THE U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary off War in 
June, 1861, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi- 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shiras, U. 8. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen’l U.S. A. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 
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C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 
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Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I, 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Ill. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rey. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stillé. “ 3 s 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Il. 


OFFICERS: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


‘Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R, Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrangements 
for supplying information gratuitously, with regard to 
patients in all the United States General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England States, Hast- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
46 Office of Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address ‘‘ Office of 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
a» iphia.” : 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Zilinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address ‘Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky.” 


e 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
was when last heardfrom. Ifthe application is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail ; if in person, 
it will be answered at once; or if by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
expense. 


_ BG Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely disseminating 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army. 


‘ 
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SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


_ The Sanitary Commission, under special author- 
ity of the President of the United States, maintains 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
safe conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put 
in its charge for the sick and wounded at points 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
equal care and generosity at all points—at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at 
Chattanooga—its distributions being governed by a 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
societies, and all disposed to aid the sick and 
wounded, without reference to States or localities, 
but simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their offerings: 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. — - 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, O. ; 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, Il. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s Block, Butfalo, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penn. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 
if acca Commission, Branch Depot, Columbus, 

io. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Commission receives no pecuniary aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the public for 
the means of sustaining its operations. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 
68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


General Superintendent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Washings 
ton, D. CO. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. 

Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Soldier’s Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Boston. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between 13th and 14th Streets, 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station. 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D. C. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio—Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill.—C. N. Shipman, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, Sup’t. 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.—L. Crane, Snp’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio , Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio—Clark Warren, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.—0O. W. 
Christy, Sup’t and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, Sup’t. 


AGENCY FOR PENSIONS. 
William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washington, D. 0 


HOSPITAL CABS. 


Between Washington and New York—Sol. Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon in charge. 

Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 

Between Louisville and Murtfreesboro’—br. J. P. Bar: 
num, Surgeon in charge. 





SANITARY STEAMER. 
Cumberland River— New Dunleith. 
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FRED’C 8, COZZENS, 


AVine Dlerchant, 


73 WARREN STREET, 


NEW YORK, 





(Opposite Hudson River Railroad Depot,) 
AND 
PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 
Washington, D. C., 


(Two doors from Willard’s.) 





Imported Wines, 
Brandies, &&c., 


OF TRE PUREST QUALITY, 


FOR 


Medicinal & Sanitary Purposes, 


Such as are extensively used in the 


UNITED STATES HOSPITALS, 


AND BY THE 


SANITARY COMMISSION, 





ALSO, 


American Wines, 
Of the Highest Grades. 





SOLE AGENT IN NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON FOR 
LONGWORTH’S 


till Catawba Wine, 


Brandies, &c., &c. 





Ways RN 
The Sanitary Commission “Pulletin. 


MALNBANK 2 








Adapted to every Branch of 
Business. 





MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


HOT FAIRBANKS & 00, 


St. Johnsbury, Vermont. © 
OS 
PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CO., 
No. 252 Broadway, New York. 


FAIRBANKS & BROWN,,. 
Wo. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 
FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF &Co., 
No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & EWING, . 
Masonic Hall, Phi.adelphia. 
FAIRBANKS & CO., 
Wo. 246 Baltimore St., Baltimore. 


pas Descriptive Circulars furnished or 
mauled to any address, on application to 
either of the above. 
. 


q 


~ 
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Or rIGH OF CHE 
Colunbian (atarine) Insurance 
COMPAN Y, 


CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 











CASH CAPITAL, - - - g1,0 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863, 


Tova! Amount of Assets, January 1, 1864 ...... 0. cece evecee eeenes $3.140,930 80 
EER POTIAUI Soo ar oye p02 ns epesacese es nis ie; ricci « eee essihsclean ne 3,252,256 16 
Excess of- Harned Premiums over Losses, &c. ...... 2. ee eee ee eens 1137063 33 
Reserve for Istimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies....... 441,206 49 
Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 

Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 

ESS eae eee Oe ORNS OUP RR) tas ANY ¢ 269,614 80 
Serip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums..................06: 15 per cent. 
Piven torames earrto-Stockholdersi().. 2... 6. eee dd es fe ..2. 26 per cent. 


* LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Risks on which the Premium is paid in like Currency. 


DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 

1 en at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 

of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 

earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 


Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 
PER CENT. is 


_ 2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY ver cent. 


3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cenr. 


. Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. - 


DIRECTORS. 


M. F. MERICK, 
WM. B, OGDEN, 
JOHN ARMSTRONG, 
B. C. MORRIS, 
ANDREW J. RICH, 
DAN’L W. TELLER, 
JOHN D. BATES, JR., 
CHARLES HICKOX, 
ROBERT BOWNE, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, LAWRENCE MYERS, 
O. L. NIMS, S. N. DERRICK, 


THOS. LORD, Vice-President. B. C. MORRIS, President. 
' WM. M. WHITNEY, 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 


EDWARD. ROWE, 
DANIEL W. LORD, 
‘GEORGE MILN, 

“JOHN ATKINSON, 
"PHOS. A. C. COCHRANE, 
WM. H. HALSEY, ~ 

THOS. BARRON, 
ROLAND G. MITCHELL, 
ALBERT G. LEE, 


MOSES MERICK, 
DAVID J. ELY, 
JOSEPH MORRISON, 
WM. H. POPHAM, 

B. C. MORRIS, JR., 
EZRA NYE, 

HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
THOMAS LORD, 
ROBERT 8. HOLT, 

J. B. GRIFFIN. 
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E. & H. T. ANTHONY, 


MANUFACTURERS OF PHOTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS, 
oO1 Broadway, New York. 


Cuan PROT OG Aa? eS, 


Our Catalogue now embraces considerably over 


FOUR THOUSAND 


different subjects, (to which additions are continually being made, ) of Portraits of | 
Eminent Americans, etc., viz.: 


550 Statesmen, 
130 Divines, 
116 Authors, 
34 Artists, 
120 Stage, 
66 Prominent Women. 





110 Major Generals, 
230 Brigadier Generals, 
270 Colonels, 
.90 Lieut. Colonels, 
250 Other Officers, 
82 Officers of the Navy, 


147 Prominent Foreign Portraits. 
2,500 COPIES OF WORKS OF ART, 
Including reprodacticns of the most celebrated Engravings, Paintings, Statues, &e. 


CATALOGUES SENT ON RECEIPT OF STAMP. 
An order for One Dozen PICTURES from our Catalogue will be filled on receipt of $1.80, and sent by mail, free 


PHOTOGRAPHIC ALBUMS. 
Of these we manufacture a great variety, ranging in price from 50 cents to $50 each. 


Our ALBUMS have the reputation of being superior in beauty and durability to any others. 


They can be sent by mail at a postage of one cent per oz. 


We also keep on hand a large assortment of 


STEREOSCOPES AND STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS, 


Our Catalogue of these will be sent to any address on receipt of stamp. 
E. & H. T. ANTHONY, 


Manufacturers of Photographic Materials, 
501 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


Friends or Relatives of Prominent Military Men will confer a favor by sending us their 
likenesses to copy. They will be kept carefully, and returned uninjured. 

gs FINE ALBUMS MADE TO ORDER for Congregations to present to their Pastor, 
or for other purposes, with suitable inscriptions, &c. 

A fine assortment of Stereoscopic Views of the Battle Fields, &c., of the present War. 
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THe Sanrrary Commission BULLETIN is published 
on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as it 
has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 
copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Ed- 
itor, at the office, 823 Broadway, and must be au- 
thenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 


As the continuance of the publication of the Bur- 
LETIN is wacertain, depending on that of the war, 
and on the resources of the U. 8S. Sanitary Com- 
mission—the Standing Committee feels a certain de- 
gree of reluctance to solicit subscriptions for it—and 
thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a 
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REPORT OF E. B. McCAGG AND 
E. W. BLATCHFORD. 


PRESIDENT AND TREASURER OF THE NORTH-WEST- 
“ 
ERN BRANCH OF THE SANITARY COMMISSION. 


During the months of May and June we 
made a brief visit to the headquarters of the 
United States Sanitary Commission in the 
West, and a rapid tour through its field of 
operations in the Army of the Cumberland. 
We submit the following brief report of our 
observations, which may not be wholly de- 
void of interest or practical utility to our 
numerous co-laborers through the North- 
West. 

Our object, in this visit, was to look into 
the Sanitary Commission in its details—to 
examine the manner in which it performs 
its work—to observe the character and eiti- 
ciency of the agents employed at various 
points—in particular, to look carefully and 
critically into its method of forwarding 
and distributing sanitary stores, and to as- 
certain what is the per centage of loss, (if 
any,) between the first receipt of supplies 
from the Aid Societies, and their final dis- 


| tribution by the Commission to those for 


whom they are intended. In our investiga- 


_tion we applied to the Commission the 


same rules of criticism by which any pri- 
vate business is judged. 

We followed along the entire line of san- 
itary operations from Louisville to Kings- 
ton, Ga., talking with almost every agent 
between the two places, examining critical- 
ly and systematically their books and ac- 
counts, inspecting their bills of lading and 
memoranda of articles shipped, and obsery- 
ing for ourselves in what manner and spirit 
they disbursed their stores to the hospitals 
and hospital trains, to soldiers in the “‘regts’> 
er ‘‘ homes,” and to those in transitu, 


‘ 
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At Louisville, Nashville, and Chattanoo- 
ga are the principal depots or bases of sup- 
plies, the radiating centres of the Commis- 
sion. The amount of labor necessarily per- 
formed at these points is very arduous, but 
only the smallest amount of clerical and 
other force is employed, consistent with the 
proper and prompt performance of the 
work; and no man is employed who is not 
selected and retained, because of his emi- 
nent fitness for his position. It would be 
too much to say that no mistakes are made 
by the Commission in the selection of its 
agents, but we think these mistakes are 
rare. 

The dstributing agents are more often 
than otherwise men of education, accus- 
tomed to the comforts of home, and the re- 
finements of social life. But in the service 
of the Commission they endure an amount 
of discomfort for lack of the means and ap- 
pliances of living, which negatives the idea 
that they have accepted their positions for 
selfish ends. They live in narrow and con- 
fined quarters, sleeping three and four in a 
room, and not unfrequently on boxes and 
counters, subsisting on fare at times un- 
pleasantly frugal, separated from their fam- 
ilies, foregoing society, ignoring recreation 
and amusement, dwelling in an atmosphere 
of suffering, turmoil and strife, and forced 
by the circumstances in which they are 
placed, to practice patience and forbear- 
ance, even after they cease to be virtues. 
All this must be seen to be appreciated or 
believed. 

These agents keep up with the army, and 
as it moves forward and takes possession of 
a place, there the agents follow, with a sup- 
ply larger or smaller, as is deemed advisa- 
ble, and if it be a point to which sick or 
wounded men can be sent, the agency is 
maintained there, and kept constantly sup- 
plied. Where the army encamps in the 
morning, the Commission has pitched its 
tent long before night. Operating at the 
front, a prominent and experienced agent 
accompanies each division of the army, 
with wagons, supplies, and such assistance 


as he may need. Thedanger and hardship 


attendant on this employment may be im- 

agined. 
As soon as Gen. Sherman began his ad 

yance from Chattanooga, the Commission, 
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anticipating severe fighting, commenced 
collecting at that point a large surplus of 


battle supplies, and were thus enabled to 


render assistance to some five or six thous- 
and wounded men promptly and efficiently. 
All the wounded that will bear transporta~- 

tion, during the present campaign, are sent 

as speedily as possible to the more import- 

ant and well regulated hospitals at Louis- 

ville, Nashville, and Chattanooga. They 

are there placed in circumstances where 

they are comparatively independent of the 
Commission—the provisions of government, 

and the hospital fund, in the main, sufficing 
for their needs. But on the battle-field, 

where the wounded soldier sometimes waits 

for hours his turn to be removed from the 
rear to the field hospital, or from the am- 

bulance to the hospital train, or where the 

crowded hospital trains, with their living 

freight of misery, wait at a station hours - 
for orders to move forward, there the agents 

of the Commission are systematically at 

work, supplying the soldier’s immediate 

wants, and furnishing him with the food 

and stimulants necessary to keep him alive. © 
Tt is here that the value of the Commission 
is most vividly realized, and its noble ser- | 
vices most gratefully acknowledged. 

When one comes to understand what an 
enormous labor it is to supply the army 
proper—the fighting men, and their neces- 
sary complement of horses, mules, &¢.— 
with food, forage, powder and lead in such 
a country as that through which Sherman . 
is advancing, and which taxes the govern- 
ment almost beyond description, one real- 
izes the special need of the Commission, | 
and feels that the beneficent work which it 
is now doing must be left undone were the 
Commission not in existence, thereby en- 
tailing a more fearful loss of life on the 
country, and a more frightful amount of 
suffering on her brave defenders. 

It is sometimes objected by the captious, 


. that the supplies of the Commission are 


tardily forwarded to their destination. But 
we could find no reasonable ground for 
such a charge. There is, and there hag . 
been, at times, difficulty in obtaining trans- 
portation, which becomes more serious as 
the army advances farther from its base of 
supplies, arising from the fact that govern- 
ment taxes tothe utmost all the means of 
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transportation, in maintaining the army in 
good fighting condition. But there is no 
delay in the transmission of sanitary stores 
that is not shared by the stores of the Gov- 
ernment; while, wherever there is alack of 
railroad facilities, the Commission pushes 
on its supplies by means of wagons. 

The railroad from Nashville to Chatta- 
nooga, built before the war, was badly con- 
structed, poorly ballasted, and intended 
only for small travel. Of course it is now 
inadequate to the carrying of the immense 
supplies for Sherman’s army, and accidents, 
repairs and delays are inevitable. Six miles 
an hour is about the highest rate of speed 
attained; and then, on either side, are 
seen, strewn along the road, wrecks of cars 
and locomotives, smashed in every conceiv- 

able manner, telling of some fearful acci- 
dent, or guerrilla fight. Impossibilities 
should not be demanded of the Government 
or the Commission; and the only matter of 
wonder is, under all the circumstances, that 
transportation to the front of Sherman’s 
army is as rapid and safe as it is. 

So also of the loss and waste of supplies. 
It would, of course, be too much to say that 
nothing is lost. But our examination led 
us to the conclusion that we had, in our 
statements, over-estimated the per centage 
of waste, misappropriation, and loss in 
transmission. Almost universally supplies 
reach the different points of distribution 
nearly to the full measure in which they 
are sent, and the loss and waste are, at the 
largest, not over six per cent. of the sup- 
plies. The nurses in the hospitals are very 
generally convalescent soldiers, with per- 
haps one or more women to act as matrong, 
or to have charge of the linen department. 
If, not yet robust, and still unfit for duty 
with their regiments, these soldier nurses 
sometimes use sanitary stores, they must 
not be too severely blamed, for it must be 
remembered that they also need recupera- 
tion and strength, in common with their 
feebler patients. 

At Chattanooga the Commission has 
under cultivation an immense vegetable 
garden for the use of the hospitals. There 
are 200 ucres in all—160 in vegetables, and 
40 in grapes; the land being that of an 
abandoned plantation. It is worked by de- 
tailed soldiers, one company being station- 
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ed as guards, with 20 or 30 horses and mules 
for plowing and teaming, all without charge 
to the Commission, except for head gar- 
dener’s wages and cost of seed. Its worth 
to the hospitals is almost beyond computa- 
tion. Several thousand bushels of green 
vegetables have already been distributed to 
the hospitals from this garden, and it will 
continue productive to the very last of the 
season. A similar garden is cultivated at 
Knoxville, and other places. 

The hospital cars for the transportation 
of the sick and wounded men, are also due 
to the genius and benevolence of the Uni- 
ted States Sanitary Commission. 

Imagine a car a little wider than the or- 
dinary one, placed on springs, and having 
on each side three tiers of berths or cots, 
suspended by rubber bands. These cots 
are so arranged as to yield to the motion of 
the car, thereby avoiding that jolting ex- 
perienced even on the smoothest and best 
kept road. There are usually several of 
these cars in-a hospital train, with the sur- 
geon’s car‘in the middle. The car is divi- 
ded into three compartments; at one end 
is the store-room, where are kept the eat- 
ables ard bedding; at the other, the kitch- 
en; and between the two the surgeon’s 
room, containing his bed, secretary, and 
shelves and pigeon-holes for instruments, 
medicines, &c. A narrow hall connects the 
store-room and kitchen, and great windows 
or openings in the opposite sides of the 
car give a pleasant draft of air. 

The men come on at evening, selected 
from the different hospitals, according to 
their ability to be moved, and after having 
had their tea, the wounds have to be freshly 
dressed. This takes till midnight, perhaps 
longer, and the surgeon must be on the 
watch continually, for on him falls the res- 
ponsibility, not only of the welfare of the 
men, but of the safety of the train. There 
is a conductor and brakeman, and for them, 
too, there is no rest. Each finds enough 
to do as nurse or assistant. In the morn- 
ing, after a breakfast of delicious coffee or 
tea, dried beef, dried peaches, soft bread, 
cheese, &c., the wounds have to be dress- 
ed a second time, and again in the after- 
noon, a third. As the trains arrive at 
Kingston, Dalton, Resaca, and other points 
agents are waiting its arrival, who. have 
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been telegraphed of its coming, having 
with them a supply of food, drink, and 
clothing for the men, which they distribute 
to the poor fellows as they have need. 

The Hospital Directory, located at Lou- 
isville, is another department of the Com- 
mission, which is of unspeakable value. 
Its specialty has been so often described, 
and is so well understood and appreciated, 


as to need no words of ours at this time. — 


Daily the agents of the Directory answer 
hundreds of inquiries, by letter or tele- 
graph, concerning sick or wounded sol- 
diers, whose whereabouts is lost to their 
friends at home; and the anxiety, which is 
thus relieved, cannot be computed. 

There is extreme good feeling between 
_ the Medical Department and the Commis- 
sion, the former rendering the latter every 
possible aid in prosecution of their humane 
work. The greatest courtesy is also shown 
to the representatives of the Sanitary Com- 
mission by the army and railroad employ- 
ees, who facilitate their labors in every way 
within their power. 

In conclusion, we would say, that our 
visit to the Commission, not only at its 
head-quarters, but throughout its various 
departments, gave us the greatest satisfac- 
tion. Any waste, or loss, or evils attend- 
ant on the workings of the Commission, 
are not worth mentioning, compared with 
the good accomplished. We have return- 
ed, happy in our connection with this co- 
lossal humanitarian movement, proud of 
the good it is accomplishing, and satisfied 
with its efficiency, honesty and usefulness. 

EK. B. McCaaa, President. 
E. W.-Buatcurorp, 7%eas. 
’ N. W. San. Commission. 
June 15th, 1864. 





COUNTY COUNCILS. 

We have received the official report of a 
County Council recently held at Tarrytown, 
Westchester County, New York. It was 
composed of delegates from the various Sol- 
diers’ Aid Societies, and as this is the first 
one of the kind we have heard of, we pub- 
lish the entire report, hoping thereby to 
incite similar gatherings throughout the 
country. - We commend it to the serious 


consideration of our readers, and hope the. 


plan may be generally adopted. From per- 


The Sanutary Commission Bulletin. 


sonal experience of the Branch Councils, 
held in Washington by the Sanitary Com- 
mission, we know how pleasant and how 
stimulating it is to meet and shake hands © 
with those who have been united in the same 
great and good work which has so grown 
into our hearts and lives these past years. 

The following is the letter of invitation 
addressed to the Presidents of the Soldier’s 
Aid Sociéties: 

June 18th, 1864. 

Mapam—In accordance with the sugges- 
tion contained in the Third Annual Report 
of the Woman’s Central Association of Re- 
lief, itis proposed to hold a County Coun- 
cil of the Soldiers’ Aid Societies of West- 
chester and Putnam Counties, at Tarry- 
town, July 5th, at 10 o’clock, A. M. This 
day has been selected, as a very large Fair 
for the benefit of the sick and wounded 
soldiers, will be held at Tarrytown during 
the week, and many delegates would prob- 
ably attend it. 

It is requested that short reports be pre- 
sented by each Society of what has been ac- 
complished since the beginning of the war; 
but the main object will be ‘‘to diffuse in- 
formation about the work and the wants of © 
the Sanitary Commission as fully and wide- 
ly as possible,”” and to bring into personal 
contact the earnest workers for this cause, 
We ask that you will lay this proposition 
before your Society, and send to the meet- 
ing five delegates. We shall be glad to see, 
beside these, any persons interested in the © 
cause. 

’ The meeting will be held in the basement 
of Christ’s Church, Tarrytown. 


Mrs. Pierre Van CortrnuaNnDrt, 
Assoc. Manager W. C. R. A. for Putnam Co. 
and Northern Westchester Co. 


Miss G. B. ScHuyzEr, 
Assoc. Manager for Southern Westchester Co. 


Miss Fanny ARNOLD, 
Assoc. Manager for Hastern Westchester Co. 


REPORT: 


County Council of the Soldiers’ Aid Society of 
Westchester and Putnam Counties, N. Y. 


The First Council of the Soldiers’ Relief So- 
cieties of the Counties of Westchester and Put- 
nam convened at Christ Church, in Tarrytown, 
on the 5th of July inst., at 10 o’clock, A. M. 

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, and Mrs. G. Hilton 
Scribner was appointed secretary. 

The roll of the Societies in the two counties 
was then called, when it was found that the So- 
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cieties of the following places were represented 
by delegates in the Council, viz.: 

Sine Srne—No. of delegates, 5—Mrs. Camp- 
bell, Mrs. Pentz, Mrs. Cox, Miss Carpenter, and 
Mrs. Cunningham. 

GarRison—No. of delegates, 2—Mrs. Belcher 
and Mrs. Livingston. ; 

Tarrytown Union Retrer Socrety—No. of 
delegates, 4—Mrs. Knowlton, Mrs. Wilson, Mrs. 
Ryder, and Miss C. Wilson. 

Tarrytown Soxprers’ Arp Socrety or Rz- 
FORMED DurcH CuurcH—No. of delegates, 2— 
Miss Cobb and Miss Thompson. 

PEEKSEILL—No. of delegates, 3—Mrs. D. L. 
Seymour, Mrs. Stewart, and Mrs. Hussy. 

_ _ Yorxrown—No. of delegates, 2—Mrs. Tomp- 
kins and Miss Tompkins. 

Invineton—No. of delegates, 4—Mrs. Irving, 
Miss Irving, Mrs. Crosby, and Mrs. Sturgis. 

Wuire Puatns—No. of delegates, 4—Mrs. 
Berrian, Mrs. Clapp, Miss Underhill, and Mrs. 
Fisher. : 

_ Dosss Frerry—No. of delegates, 3—Mrs. Ack- 
erman, Miss Laight, and Miss Hotchkiss. 

Yonxers—No. of delegates, 5—Mrs. Everett 
Clapp, Miss M. Walsh, Mrs. Justus Lawrence, 
Mrs. Brett, and Mrs. G. Hilton Scribner. 

Each Society was then called upon to report. 
The reports of the several Societies show them 
to be in a prosperous condition as regards finan- 
ces, the amount of work accomplished, and the 
good feeling existing between the earnest co- 
workers in the cause. 

It was peculiarly refreshing for these dele- 
gates from the various societies to meet and 
each gather encouragement from the stimula- 
ting example of the others in this great work, 
wherein woman may show at once her sympa- 
thy with suffering humanity, and her love of 
country. The White Plains Society deserves 
especial mention from the fact that they have 
been contending with many discouragements, 
but have still kept the good work moving. 

The Alert Clubs form a prominent feature in 
some of the Societies, and seem to be a most 
decided success, well worthy recommendation. 
We were happily surprised at the large number 
of articles of clothing made in all these Socie- 
ties. Many hands must have worked diligent- 
ly to have accomplished so much. 

After the reading of the Reports, the Presi- 
dent read a most interesting and pithy letter 
from Miss G. B. Schuyler, depicting in graphic 
terms the sacrifices made by our sisters in the 
West, compared with whose noble deeds our 
own seemed to pale into insignificance. 

Dr. Frank H. Hamilton, Medical Inspector 
under Gen. Rosecrans, was then introduced, 
and addressed the Council, giving us his expe- 
rience from the first battle of Bull Run down to 
a recent date, showing the great sufferings that 
necessarily followed every battle, before the al- 
leviating hand of the Sanitary Commission was 
stretched forth, and the comparative comforts 
that the suffering soldiers now enjoy as the 
blessed fruit of its noble work. 

The Doctor was interrogated as to the work- 
ings of the Sanitary Commission, all of which 
interrogatories were satisfactorily answered. 
Some questions were also asked relative to the 
efficiency of the Christian Commission. A brief 
discussion then ensued touching the following 
subjects: 


~ 


Ist. As to the proper mode of organizing and 
conducting Alert Clubs as auxiliaries to the So- 
cieties. 

2d. As to whether the several Societies com- 
posing this Council, when considered as branches 
of the Woman’s Central Relief Association, are 
subordinate to or co-ordinate with that Associ- 
ation, in their powers of contributing directly 
to any object deemed worthy of their support. 

Upon the suggestion of the President, the 
thanks of the Council were unanimously ten- 
dered to Dr. Hamilton for his able and enlight- 
ened address before the Council, after which, 
on motion, the Council adjourned to meet on 
the first Tuesday of October, with the Society 
at Sing Sing. 

Mrs. PrerrE VAN CortTLANDT, Pres’t. 
Mrs. G. Hinton Scrrenzr, Sec’y. 


We annex the report of the Society 
which, upon comparison with the others, 
was found to have accomplished the great- 
est amount of work in proportion to its 
population. 


Annual Report of the Soldiers’ Aid Society of Ir- 
vington, Westchester County, .N. Y., June 16th, 
1864: 

OFFICERS. 


Mrs. Jonn E. Wiuutiams, President. 


Mrs. Oscar Irvine, | 
Coe Fudan DANTA:) | 
‘¢ CROSBY, Vice-Presidents. 
‘© ‘WooDFORD, 

Miss MuLHOoLLEN, 


Miss Saran Irvine, Secretary and Treasurer. 


OFFICERS OF ALERT CLUB: 


Mrs. Strorcis, President. 
Miss Storrow, Secretary. 
Miss Lyp1ra Brown, Treasurer. 


REPORT: 


There have been made and sent to the Wo- 
man’s Central Association of Relief, Branch of 
the U. S. Sanitary Commission, during the 
year: 


Cotton Drawers ............ 473 pairs. 
Flannel ‘< Steg itd a: Aa adny s Uy an 
Oe Ae Ol Eee fi eS 

ro 41h 0) #2) 9-2) OG WA RD em a : ee 
Sheets ME eT a, Le SRT AS 523 

Tig Wy ath Te RA an Peek one ee ti 

Be ERMA ASEB i. 5 vtocpet ded wes <0 16 


Whole number of articles. 1895 


Also, a quantity of bandages, lint, old linen 
and cotton, books, magazines and newspapers; 
also, a large amount of dried fruits, jellies, 
pickles, currant ghrub and raspberry vinegar, 
backgammon boards and dominoes. 

The number of members at the present time 
is 44, being an increase of 10 since the com- 
mencement of the present organization. 

The weekly average attendance of members of 
the Society for the whole year is 33. 

It will be remembered that work for our sick 


.and wounded soldiers has been going on in this 


village from the commencement of the war, but 
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owing to the imperfect system of the earlier ef- 
forts, less was accomplished in two years than 
has now been performed in one. 

For our present most successful plan of or- 
ganization, we are indebted to the Woman’s 
Central Association of Relief, 10 Cooper Union, 
N. Y. (See Sanrrary Commission BULLETIN, 
Nos 12.) 

Eunice WiiiiaMs, President. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


The receipts in money during the past year 
have been from 





Alert, Club Subscription: -. 02... $635 21 

DIODSHONS sect beer: cade bees 417 36 

Net Proceeds of ‘‘ The Fair” ........ a1) oe 

Hale of Rage See Ea Oa 3 00 

CCOUAL Eten cLine ks ta oe $2,772 96 

Expended for materials............ $2,341 11 
Sent to Treasurer of Sanitary Com- 

UISSLORe Hee ia he OG eee ome 300 00 

Total Ves $2,641 11. 

Balance on hand.......... $131 85 


As we have had no other expenses, the whole 
amount of funds received has been applied di- 
rectly to the objects of the Society, and, we 
trust, in the most economical manner. 

SaraH Irvine, Treasurer. 


We understand that thepopulation of the 
village of Irvington numbers about 800. 
In comparing this report with what has 
been done in other parts of the State of 
New York, the peculiar advantage of these 
suburban villages of New York City, as re- 
gards wealth, should be taken into consid- 
eration. 





IN MEMORIAM. 


It is our melancholy duty to record in this 
number of the Butuetin the death of four Agents 
of the Commission; three, Mrs. Gen. Barlow, 
Prof. Hadley, of Union Theological Seminary, 
and Mr.G. C. Edgerley, stricken down by disease, 
induced by severe and long continued labors in 
an unfriendly climate, and one, William Wilson, 
wounded by a shot from the enemy’s battery, 
while on board the Commission’s supply steam- 
er, and dying in a few hours, 

To give testimony, as observers, to the Chris- 
tian devotion of these noble friends of our suf- 
fering soldiers, is a duty willingly performed, 
for we have taken note from week to week of 
their fidelity which counted self- denial a delight, 
if only life to the living could be made tolera- 
ble, and death to the dying more peaceful. 
Their works do follow them. 

Like brave soldiers they have fallen at their 
posts. Many to whom they brought succor 
and relief still live, and we wish it were in our 
power to record here their tearful tribute of 


thanks for those tender ministrations, bringing 
comfort and cheering the long night watches. 
Dr. Douglas, the Associate Secretary in 
charge at the front sends us the following brief 
notice: 
ProFEessoR HADLEY. 


Professor Hadley arrived at City Point the 
last of June, and was immediately assigned to 
duty among the relief agents of the Commission, 
attached to the depot hospital of the Ninth 
Army Corps. His devotedness was the remark 
of all with whom he was associated. Laboring 
early and late throughout the day, and often 
throughout the night, going wherever duty 
called him, unmindful of fatigue, or the exhaust- 
ing character of his labors, ina climate anda 
season alone sufficient to tax the powers of the 
strongest constitution, he toiled on with an ear- 
nestness and energy which was a part of his na- 
ture, until sickness overtook him. Unwilling 
to leave the field, he lingered among the hos- 
pitals, eager to return to work, struggling ~ 
against fever, and hoping for a renewal of 
strength, till the advice of his medical attend- 
ant pointed the way to a return home, as the 
surest means of recovery. It was on his return 
home, August 2d, (just after arrival of transport 
at Washington, ) that his exhausted nature gave 
way, and he sank into an early grave. 

The following is handed us by a Relief 
Agent, Rev. E. A. Smith, who accompanied 
Prof. Hadley to the army, and was with him at 
the time of his death: 

Prof. H. was assigned to duty-with the Relief 
Agents of the 9th Corps’ Hospital. There he 
continued from June 30th, the time of his arri- . 
val, until his final sickness. 

The great characteristic of his life there was 
his quiet, incessant working. He said so little 
of what he saw and did, that we can get an idea ~ 
of his work only from incidental clues. One of 
these was, that he was very seldom seen resting 
himself, or lounging about the store tent. We 
saw him rather going in and out of his wards, 
or coming to our tent, getting what supplies he 
needed, and going quickly back again. He never 
went to the front. The curiosity which has at 
sometime impelled most of us to go, that we 
could take home stories of bullets and shells, 
never seemed to influence him. He came to work, 
not to see. This he acted, though he never said 
it. Great eagerness was shown during his sick- 
ness by certain of his former patients, to be of 
service to him in turn. During his passage on 
the hospital boat, it was pleasant to see certain 
of the sick stop as they recognized their former 
‘*Sanitary man,” and ask after his welfare. As 
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they inquired more about him they were sur- 
prised to learn his profession. The conversa- 
tion with them had always been such that they 
had never suspected their having a Hebrew 
Professor for a ‘‘ Sanitary.” 

He seemed to be so occupied in thought with 
the suffering that he could not relieve—that he 
never seemed to consider what he had done, 
and never seemed disposed to criticise others 
uncharitably. 

In one case, when a newly appointed nurse 
showed himself grossly unfit for his place, Prof. 
H. said very little about it to others, but set 

- himself to work to make up the short comings. 
His habit was to remedy evils and not to de- 
claim about them. It was on this occasion that 
Prof. H. brought on him his last sickness. His 
repeated watchings with a lad sick with typhoid 
fever, so prostrated him he never rallied. This 
illness we all expected would pass off in a day 
or so, but it soon took the form of a fever, and it 
was decided that he must return home. He be- 
gan the journey under as favorable conditions as 
one could choose for a sick friend. The steamer 
Connecticut is as comfortable a boat and as 
much filled with the atmosphere of kindness as 

one would think possible for a hospital boat. 
The first day Prof. H. seemed to improve, but 
on the next sank so rapidly, that by noon he 
had ceased to breathe. His body was taken 
charge of by the Sanitary Commission, and 
after being embalmed, was forwarded to his 
friends, who met it at New York. He was 
buried in New Haven, on Thursday, August 4. 


The New York Evening Post, August 8, says: 


The sad intelligence comes from Fortress 
Monroe of the death of Professor Henry Hamil- 
ton Hadley, of the Union Theological Seminary 
in this city, while on his way from the front, 
where his health had become shattered in the 
discharge of his arduous duties as a relief agent 
of the Sanitary Commission with the Army of 
the Potomac. Among the many noble lives 
that have been laid upon the country’s altar in 
this war none was a costlier sacrifice than his, 
though none has been more freely offered. A 
ripe scholar, an accomplished instructor, and 
an earnest Christian patriot, he counted his life 
as nothing, if it could advance the cause in 
which his sympathy was so warmly engaged. 

Professor Hadley was a son of President 
Hadley, of Geneva College in this State, and a 
younger brother of Professor James Hadley, of 
Yale College. He was graduated at Yale in the 
class of 1847 with all the highest academic and 
literary honors of his class, and even now his 
remarkable ability and the ease with which he 
carried off the palm in all the college contests 
for superiority are traditions in that institution. 
He subsequently studied divinity in New Ha- 
ven, and became a tutor in the under graduate 
department of the college in 1850, which posi- 
tion he occupied for about three years. 


Many men, under whose eye this brief notice 
will fall, will remember with affection the slight, 
delicate-looking little tutor of Greek and Math- 
ematics of their Freshman and Sophomore 
years in college, and the respect he commanded 
by his profound scholarship and sound judg- 
ment. 

At a later period, he was Professor of Hebrew 
at Yale Divinity School, and at the Union The- 
ological Seminary in New York, alternating be- 
tween the two places—but he finally resigned 
the former position, and held the latter at the 
time of his death. His whole heart was enlist- 
ed in the cause of his country, and he was on 
one or two occasions only deterred from enter- 
ing the service as a private by the earnest rep- 
resentations of his friends of the consequences 
that would result to one of so delicate a consti- 
tution as his. He sent a substitute every year, 
however, and finally unable to endure inaction 
longer, entered the service of the Sanitary Com- 
mission, and devoting himself to his duties with 
all the earnestness and energy of his nature, 
sank under them into an early grave. The 
country can ill afford to lose such men, but the 
cause is doubly hallowed that receives the sac- 
rifice of a life so upright and noble. 


Mrs. BarLow. 


Died at Washington, July 27, 1864, Mrs. Ar- 
abella Griffith Barlow, wife of Brigadier Gener- 
al Francis C. Barlow, of fever contracted while 
in attendance upon the hospitals of the Army 
of the Potomac, at the front. 

With the commencement of the present cam- 
paign she became attached to the Sanitary Com- 
mission, and entered upon her sphere of active 
work during the pressing necessity for willing 
hands and earnest hearts, at Fredericksburg. 
The zeal, the activity, the ardent loyalty and 
the scornful indignation for everything disloyal 
she then displayed, can never be forgotten by 
those whose fortune it was to be with her on 
that occasion. Ever watchful of the necessities 
of that trying time, her mind, fruitful in re- 
sources, was always busy in devising means to 
alleviate the discomforts of the wounded, attend- 
ant upon so vast a campaign within the enemy’s 
country, and her hand was always ready to car- 
ry out the devices of her mind. 

Many a fractured limb rested upon a mattress 
improvised from materials sought out and 
brought together from no one knew where but 
the earnest sympathizing woman who is nowgno 
more. 

At Fredericksburg she labored with all her 
heart and mind. The sound of battle in which 


-her husband was engaged, floating back from 


Chancellorsville, stimulated her to constant ex- 
ertions. She faltered not aninstant. Remain- 
ing till all the wounded had beenremoved from 
Fredericksburg, she left with the last hospital 
transport for Port Royal, where she again aided 
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in the care of the wounded, as they were brought 
in at that point. From thence she went to 
White House, on one of the steamers then in 
the service of the Commission, and immediate- 
ly going to the front, labored there in the hos: 
pitals, after the battle of Cold Harbor. From 
White House she passed to City Point, and ar- 
rived before the battles in front of Petersburg. 
Going directly to the front, she labored there 
with the same energy and devotion she had 
shown at Fredericksburg and White House. 

Of strong constitution, she felt capable of en- 
during all things for the cause she loved; but 
long-continued toil, anxiety and privation pre- 
pared her system for the approach of fever, 
which eventually seized upon her. 

Yielding to the solicitation of friends she im- 
mediately returned to Washington, where, after 
a serious illness of several weeks, she, when ap- 
parently convalescing, relapsed, and fell another 
martyr to a love of country. J. HD. 

The following extract from a private letter 
expresses the grateful emotions of many fami- 
lies whose loved ones came under Mrs. Barlow’s 
devoted care: 

‘* We were shocked to hear yesterday of Mrs. 
Gen. Barlow’s death. We knew Mrs. Barlow 
well, and have felt a peculiar interest in her, as 
she was with my cousin the night before he 
died, after Gettysburg, ministering most ten- 
derly to him. She and her heroic husband 
have presented a rare picture of unselfish patri- 
otism ever since the commencement of the war; 
it is such examples which incite anew our faith 
in the holiness and final triumph of our cause.” 


We add two notices which have appeared in 
the papers. The initials will be recognized as 
those of Dr. Francis Lieber, of Columbia Col- 
lege: 

To the Editors of the Evening Post: 


I received yesterday a telegraphic despatch 
informing me of the death of Mrs. Gen. Barlow. 
She died yesterday morning of typhus fever at 
Washington. 

Mrs. Barlow, (Arabella Griffith before she 
married,) was a highly cultivated lady, full of 
life, spirit, activity and charity. 

General Barlow entered as private one of our 
New York volunteer regiments at the beginning 
of the war. The evening before he left New York 
for Washington with his regiment, they were 
married in the Episcopal Church in Lafayette 
Place. Barlow rose, and as Lieutenant Colonel, 
made the Peninsular campaign under General 
McClellan. He was twice severely wounded, 
the last time at Antietam. Since then we have 
always read his name most honorably mention- 
ed, whenever Major-General Hancock’s corps 
was spoken of. Mrs. Barlow in the meantime 


entered the Sanitary service. In the Peninsular 
campaign she was one of those ladies who 
worked hard and nobly, close to the battle-field, 
as close indeed as they were permitted to do. 
When her husband was wounded she attended, 
of course, upon him In the present campaign _ 
of General Grant she has been at Belle Plain, 
White House, and everywhere where our good 
Sanitary Commission has comforted the dying 
and rescued the many wounded from the grave, 
which they would otherwise have found. The 
last time I heard of her she was at White House, 
and now I am informed that she died of typhus 
fever in Washington. No doubt she contracted 
the malignant disease in performing her hallow- 
ed and self-imposed duty in the field. 

Her friends will mourn at the removal from 
this life of so noble a being. All of us are the 
poorer for her loss; but our history has been 
enriched by her death. Let it algvrays be remem- 
bered as one of those details which, like single 
pearls, make up the precious string of history, 
and which a patriot rejoices to contemplate and 
to transmit like inherited jewels to the rising 
generations. Let us remember, as Amer- 
ican men and women, that here we behold a 
young advocate, highly honored for his talents 
by all who knew him. He joins the citizen ~ 
army of his country as a private, rises to com- 
mand, is wounded again and again, and found 
again and again at the head of his regiment or 
division, in the fight where decision centres. 
And here is his bride—accomplished, of the 
fairest features, beloved and sought for in so- 
ciety—who divests herself of the garments of 
fashion, and becomes the assiduous nurse in 
the hospital and on the field, shrinking from 
no sickening sight, and fearing no typhus— 
that dreadful enemy, which in war follows 
the wings of the angel of death, like the 
fever-bearing currents of air—until she, too, is 
laid on the couch of the camp, and bidden to 
rest from her weary work, and to let herself be 
led by the angel of death to the angel of life. 
God bless her memory to our women, our men, 
our country. j 

There are many glories of a righteous war. 
It is glorious to fight or fall, to bleed or to con- 
quer, for so great and good a cause as ours; it 
is glorious to go to the field in order to help and 
to heal, to fan the fevered soldier and to com- 
fort the bleeding brother, and thus helping, 
may be to die with him the death for our coun- 
try. Both these glories have been vouchsafed 
to the bridal pair. F, da 


The Herald correspondent, writing from Pe- 
tersburg, July 31, says: 

General Miles is temporarily in command of 
the First Division during the absence of Gene- 
ral Barlow, who has gone home for a few days 
for the purpose of burying his wife. The seri- 
ous loss which the gallant young general and 
an extensive circle of friends in social life have 
sustained by the death of Mrs. Barlow, is largely 
shared by the soldiers of this army. She smooth- 
ed the dying pillow of many patriotic soldiers 
before she received the summons to follow them 
herself; and many a surviving hero who has 
languished in army hospitals will tenderly cher- 
ish the memory of her saintly ministrations 
when they were writhing with the pain of 
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wounds received in battle or lost in the deliri- 
um of consuming fevers. 


Mr. G. C. Epnarriey. 


[Extract of a letter from Dr. E. A. Crane, 
dated New Orleans, July 20, 1864. | 


I have already alluded in some of my com- 
munications to the Central Office—if not to 
yourself, to the illness of several members of our 
corps, resulting from overwork and exposure, 
while in the discharge of the duties in which 


_ they have engaged. While most have recovered, 


and are now in the enjoyment of a fair measure 
of health, I am exceedingly pained to be com- 
pelled to announce to you the death of one of 
our most valued agents, Mr. G. C, Edgerley. 
He returned to this city from Cairo on the 
hospital transport, N. W. Thomas, feeble rather 


than sick, convalescent from an attack of meas- _ 


sles, contracted during the voyage up the river. 
His symptoms were neither regarded by him- 
self or others as likely to prove serious, until a 
few days previous to his death, when by our 
advice he went to the ‘“‘ Home,” where we were 
better able to render to him that service, atten- 
tion and good nursing, which we believed to be 
chiefly essential to his recovery. 

While at the ‘‘ Home” he grew rapidly worse, 
and continued to sink until the morning of the 
15th instant, when he quietly and peacefully 
left us for that brighter and better world, where 
there is no more pain and trouble, and all is 
peace. 

Mr. Edgerley was always regarded as one of 
our most valuable and efficient employees, and 
his loss is one which falls heavily upon us, as 
also upon the large circle of friends and the 
many acquaintances he had formed while in the 
discharge of his duties as Agent of the Com- 
mission. | 

To you as well as to us, it may be a satisfac- 
tion to know, that nothing was spared which 
might contribute to his well-being and comfort 
while sick—that dying he was surrounded by 
those whom he knew and loved best—that the 
last sacred offices of burial were conducted in 
the presence of friends, who had learned to 
know bim, to esteem him, and to love him. 

A correspondent of the New York Tribune, 
under date of July 26th, thus alludes to Mr. 
Edgerley’s death: 

The Commission lately met with a serious 
loss, in the person of Mr. Edgerley, of New 
Hampshire, who came to this city a year ago, 
and has labored since in the work of the Com- 


mission, with unflagging assiduity and zeal. 
He was taken sick while engaged in taking care 
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of the sick and wounded on board the hospital 
boat N. W. Thomas, while on her way hence to 
Cairo, a few weeks since, and returned to this 
city soon afterward to die. His loss is much 
regretted by the Sanitary Commission, and by 
many friends in this city, as well as among the 
soldiers whom he had ministered to in the army. 
In so noble a work it seems almost an enviable 
thing thus to die with the harness on one’s 
back. JIL BAG 


WILLIAM WILSON. 


William Wilson was a resident of this city, 
He was probably the youngest in the Relief 
Corps, and on applying to enter the service of 
the Commission, was considered too young, but 
he manifested such an appreciation of the pro- 
posed duties, that he was accepted. He did not 
disappoint our expectations, and the record he 
made for himself in a good work may well 
be a consoling thonght to his parents and 
friends in this great bereavement. 

We add a letter from Dr. Parrish, giving 
somewhat in detail the circumstances attending 
the attack on the steamer, on which William 
Wilson was fatally wounded: 

City Pornt, Va., August 4, 1864. 
To J. Foster JENEINS, M.D., General Secretary, 
U.S. Sanitary Commission: 

Dzar Srr—I have to record a sad accident in 
the history of the Commission. In consequence 
of the extreme heat of the weather, and of the 
over-worked condition of everybody who will 
and can work, since the battle of Saturday last, 
I determined to give as many of our agents as 
could be relieved, an excursion up the river, 
and directed that the tug-boat should be in 
readiness at two o'clock to-day for that purpose. 

I went with the boat to the hospital landing, 
and received on board the S. E. Brown about 
twenty of our Relief Corps, three ladies, and a 
number of invalid soldiers, placed them and the 
boat under the guidance of Dr. Swalm, and bade 
them a good trip for their health on the James. 

When about seven miles above City Point, 


they were fired upon by guerrillas from the 


shore, and before they could receive the pro- 
tection of the gun boats, two of our valuable 
co-laborers were seriously injured, and the en- 
gineer of the boat instantly killed. 

1. G. Mayo, of Milo, Piscataqua County, 
Maine. Ball passed into the left side, just above 
the hip, injuring somewhat the crest of the illi- 
um, and creating much suffering. Mr. Mayo is 
doing well. 

2. William Wilson, No. 68 Grove Street, New 
York City. Ball passed through the right illi- 
um, entering the peritoneal cavity, and perhaps 
will terminate fatally. (Since dead.) 
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3. John Hamlin, Engineer, Brooklyn, shot 
through the head, and killed immediately. 

I must acknowledge gratefully the unremit- 
ting attention of Dr. Thomas Haigh, Acting 
Assistant Surgeon, and Dr. T. W. Swalm, both 
of whom accompanied the excursion, and did 
much toward the relief of the suffering. They 
were supplied with bandages, lint, etc., from the 
gunboat Piquot, and were accompanied to Ber- 
muda Hundred by the Commodore Morris, un- 
der the command of Capt. R. G. Lee. 

Poor Hamlin’s body was carried to the hos- 
pital landing, and will be embalmed under the 
direction of Mr. F. B. Fay. It awaits orders. 

The boat was sailing under the Sanitary Com- 
mission flag, and the ladies were sitting on the 
bow, in full view of the shore. The wicked 
daring of the attack is characteristic of the foe, 
whom we have fed and nourished as our own 
men, when they have been suffering and helpless. 

Yours respectfully, 
JOSEPH PARRISH, 
Acting Associate Secretary. 





FIELD RELIEF CORPS. 
Hospiran 5TH Corps, July 25, 1864. 

Following instructions of Dr. Jenkins, 
General Secretary of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, which were received during a brief 
visit to my home, I reported to you on my 
arrival at City Point, on the 25th ultimo, to 
resume my duties as Superintendent of the 
Field Relief. 
house of several efficient assistants, making 
my presence at that place desirable, it was 
not until the 8th of July, that I returned 
to the front. ; 

Since then my time has been fully occupied 
in the duties connected with the very large 
distribution of vegetables and other sup- 
plies, and in an effort under your instruc- 
tions to make this Commission better known 
to the soldiers, as the ever ready and liberal 
almoner of the bounty of the country. To 
secure this latter object, an agent has been 
assigned to each division of the Field Hos- 
pital of every corps, whose time is to be de- 
voted to such assistance to and intercourse 
with the patients, as will best promote their 
comfort, whilst his continued presence and 
observation will tend to correct whatever 
inclination may exist on the part of the 
hospital attendants, to misapply the arti- 
cles obtained from the Commission. At 
present this field of labor is comparatively 
unproductive, owing to the small number of 


The absence from the store-’ 


cases under treatment, and the convalescent 
condition of a large portion of these. The 
wounded, of whom there have been but 
few recently, are generally removed to the 
hospitals near City Point. 
Should an engagement fill these field 
hospitals, there will be abundant opportu- 
nity for efficient service by the entire corps. 
It is to be regretted that the gentlemen 
sent here for this duty are prepared to give 
so short a time to its discharge, asa familiar 
acquaintance with the Surgeons and at- 
tachés greatly increases their opportunities 
for usefulness, and experience adds so much 
to their ability. It having been deemed 
by you advisable to make our issues of 
vegetables to the troops in the trenches 
more direct and with greater liberality, I 


commenced with the extreme left wing of 


the army, and arranged to issue orders on 
our supplies at City Point, in favor of the 
Commissaries of the Ist and 2d Divisions 
of the Sixth Corps. The march of these 
troops during the ensuing night to Harper’s 
Ferry, prevented the execution of our plan. 

This was on Saturday, July 9th. The ra- 

tion proposed, and afterwards given to 

other corps, was one pint of pickles to 
every man in the front. 

On the following day, one hundred bar- 
rels of pickles were turned over to the Corps 
Commissary of the Second Corps; on the 
11th of July, the same amount was deliver- 
ed pro rata to the Commissaries of Division 
and Artillery Brigade of the Fifth Corps. - 
About the same time the Ninth Corps was 
supplied through Dr. Stevens, with one hun- 
dred barrels each of vegetables and pickles. ~ 
During the same day I called on General 
Martindale, in command of the 18th Corps. 
He appeared to approve very highly of the 
distribution of this class of supplies, and 
issued an order, to be read to the troops, 
stating that the Sanitary Commission had 
delivered a ration of a pint of pickles to 
every man in the corps; this consumed an 
additional hundred barrels. 

It is probable that this order never reach- 
ed the troops in the trenches, but its pub- 
lication did good, and showed the animus 
of the General. ; 

On my way next morning to Point of 
Rocks, I met Dr. McDonald, and learning 
from him that a supply of fresh vegeta- 
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bles were subject to my order at City 
Point, I added them to the distribution for 
the 10th Corps, making out orders for 
eighty-eight barrels of pickles and one 
hundred barrels of vegetables. This com- 
pleted one full issue of pickles to the entire 
army, and of bstchirige to the 9th and 10th 
Corps. 

General Butler issued an order somewhat 
similar to that of General Martindale. For 
supplies distributed since that issue, a tab- 
ular statement is appended. 

The same liberality that has marked our 
distribution of vegetables to the troops, 
has been extended to the sick in the Field 
Hospitals, and to those who while unable to 
do duty are not ordered to the rear. 

Weekly visits to the front lines by the 
Field Agent, have brought the supplies of 
the Sanitary Commission prominently be- 
fore the Surgeons on duty, and enabled us 
to meet with preventives a large number 
- of cases that otherwise might have proved 
serious. These visits have shown us, that 
the distribution of supplies has reached 
the men in the trenches, and been of great 
benefit to them. 

Relief Agents have been assigned to the 
various Army Corps, one to each Division 
Hospital, as stated, and efforts have been 
made through them, and by the direct 
action of the Superintendent, to encourage 
a liberal, yet prudent application of sani- 
tary stores. In many instances, supplies 
of fruits or vegetables of a delicate character 
were received, in smaller quantities than 
were required for issue to the troops. These 
were divided among the various hospitals, 
to the great satisfaction, we may hope, of 
all the inmates.—Superintendent Johnson’s 
Report. 





HEROIC BRAVERY—THE BROKEN 
FLAGSTAFF. 


Dr. Marsh, Sanitary Commission Inspector 
in South Carolina, relates the following inci- 
dent connected with the late military move- 
ment which he accompanied: 


“The enemy having got the range of our 
flagstaff, cut the halyards by a piece of shell, 
and the flag fellimmediately. Private Tibbitts, 
Company M, Third Rhode Island Heavy Artil- 
lery, seized the fallen flag, climbed the staff, 
and holding to it with one arm, with the oppo- 
site hand held the flag to its place, until new 
halyards were obtained and the flag secured; 
the enemy meanwhile firing.” 


BLACKBERRIES. 


In addition to the frequent calls for prepara- 
tions of Blackberry, we are advised fram our 
issuing storehouses to repeat the appeal, as the 
demand is rapidly increasing, and will continue 
through all the winter as well as summer 
months. 

The Dried Fruit will be of the greatest value, 
and many families who cannot afford to purchase 
the sugar needed in preparation of the Wine and 
Syrup, and much less the Spirits for Blackberry 
Brandy, can collect many pounds of the fruit 
and dry it. 

Of the four preparations Brandy is the most 
valuable; it being less exposed to fermentation, 
and in most cases more highly prized by the 
Surgeons. The loss on the Wine and Syrup, 
through fermentation after bottling, is large 
and it is desirable that the Branches do not re- 
lax their efforts to secure more perfect prepara- 
tion and packing, and increase, if necessary, 
the unwelcome labor of carefully examining 
every bottle before repacking. Such expendi- 
ture of time and money is true economy, as 
a glance at many boxes of empty or broken bot- 
tles with the bills for their transportation, would 
convince any observer. We would suggest that 
the Aid Societies during the fruit season, take 
up the manufacture of the Wine, or Brandy, or 
Syrup, collecting the fruit from the country in 
their vicinities, and making the articles and 
packing under their own direction, or employ- 
ing a skillful person for the work. 

Much might well be put up in kegs instead of 
bottles. . 

It is advisable thatif a good stock is secured, 
the Societies put in store a portion of it, three- 
quarters at least, for issue during the winter 
and spring months, when the risk of loss 
through fermentation is much less. The motion 
and exposure connected with transportation, it 
will be remembered, stimulate the fermenting 
process. 





jes A report on the ‘‘ Work of Relief in 
Grant’s Army,” on p. 585 (No. 19) of BULLETIN, 
was erroneously attributed to Mr. Smith, in- 
stead of Dr. T. B. Smith, one of our old and 
valued inspectors. 





Issues of Anti-Scorbutics at City Point, Va., during 
July, 1864. 


54 bbls. curried cabbage. 


8,520 bbls. potatoes. 
66 8,930 heads fresh 66 


«fresh tomatoes. 
ce 


780 boxes‘ 363 bbls. fresh beets. 

100 000 lbs. canned ** EE et ‘¢ turnips. 

67 bbls. pickled Le OS) <8 ‘© beans. 

2,600 bbls. fresh onions. 6 SF ‘peas. 

12 boxes 152 ‘* assorted vegetables 
448 bbls. pickled onions. 27 ‘* green apples. 

1,480 bbls. ‘* cucumbers./451 °* dried se 

356 *  gaur kraut. 11 ‘* cranberries. 
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HOSPITALS AT WASHINGTON. 


Mr. Caldwell feports: 


Str—From April 1st to this date, (June 
24th,) of my resignation of my position in 
the service of the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion, I have made one hundred and eighty- 
eight visits to general and post hospitals, in 
and about Washington, Alexandria and Bal- 
timore. For nearly four weeks between 
these dates I was, as you know, very close- 
ly confined at the desk of the Chief Clerk, 
and no visitor of the Commission went the 
rounds of the hospitals. 

During the month of April, there was 
but little call for supplies at the hospital. 
While I was at the Chief Clerk’s desk in 
May, the calls were large, and some hospi- 
tals that for months had needed almost 
nothing, drew largely upon the Commission. 

Since resuming my work of hospital visit- 
ing, about three weeks ago, I have dis- 
pensed with liberal hand wherever I was 
satisfied as to the need, and have requested 
the purchase of many articles not usually 
supplied by the Commission, such as green 
cambric for curtains, life-preservers for ring 
cushions, charcoal powder for a preventive 
against gangrene, etc. One large Barrack 
Hospital, newly opened in Alexandria, situ- 
ated on a plain, bare of trees, has thus been 
supplied with curtains, that were indispen- 
sable for the well being of the patients, and 
could be obtained in no other way. 

In April I began to distribute among the 
patients in the hospitals a small circular, 
giving a full account of what is done in the 
Special Relief Department—so that they 
might know where to apply for aid in get- 
ting claims settled. This will be carried 
on by my successor, and I know will be of 
great benefit to the soldiers. 

The aid we were able to give so abun- 
dantly during these memorable months of 
May and June, has been gratefully acknowl- 
edged by many Surgeons in charge of hos- 
pitals. 

The demand has been most heavy for 
head-rests, air-cushions, spit-cups, shirts, 
drawers and socks, (cotton,) slippers, thin 
wrappers, blackberry cordial or brandy, 
brandy, crackers, dried fruits, jellies, lem- 
ons, oranges, pickles, porter, ale, sugar, 
tea, lint, old linen bandages, crutches, 
fans, slings, stationery, handkerchiefs and 
towels. Thin wrappers, arm-slings, jellies, 
bandages and old linen, I have not been 
able to supply as wanted; none of these 
articles can be had of the Medical Purvey- 
or, except bandages—and the old cloth 
bandages of the Commission are greatly 
preferred by all, to the new cloth ones fur- 
nished by Government. I am doing all 
that I can to induce Surgeons in charge to 
prevent all possible waste of bandages, and 
in almost every hospital they are washed, 
when not from gangrenous wounds. 


Of pickles, and particularly pickled cu- 
cumbers, we should have a good supply; of 
Blackberry Cordial or Brandy, and Cherry 
Rum, we cannot have too much—and the 
same may be said of head-rests; and-I 
would recommend that the Commission — 
have made for issue ‘‘bed-tables’”—to put 
on the bed before the patient, from which 
to eat, or for writing; a pattern can be 
found in the Camden Street Hospital, Bal- 
timore. — 





WHAT THE AUXILIARY RELIEF CORPS 
HAS DONE. 

Mr. Fay, the Superintendent, reports: 

As Superintendent of the Auxiliary Relief 
Corps of the Sanitary Commission, I beg 
leave to submit the following report: 

In April I received a request to go to 
Washington to assist in the organization 
and take charge of the Auxiliary Corps. 
Twenty-five gentlemen, mostly students 
from the Princeton Theological Seminary, 
New Jersey, Union Theological Seminary, 
New York, and the General Theological 
Seminary, New York, were employed for 
four months’ service in this corps. Other 
gentlemen, volunteers from Boston and 
vicinity, were sent for and joined the corps, 
so that it had about forty members when it 
started for the field. There were 25 Divin- 
ity Students, 5 Clergymen, 1 Physician, 1 
Professor of Natural History, 1 Teacher, 
1 Shipmaster, 1 Editor, 3 Clerks, and 1 
Merchant. These men were organized into 
separate divisions, or squads of six to ten 
each, under the charge of a captain, who 
should control their action after being as- 
signed to duty by the Superintendent. 

While at Washington the corps were 
called together repeatedly, for instruction 
in their duties as nurses, and in general 
hospital work. 

We left Washington, May 10th, on the 
Rapley, arrived at. Belle Plain at night— 
found wounded men on barges and on 
shore. Detailed first and second divisions 
to feed them with crackers and coffee. 

In the morning established a feeding 
station on the shore. Left second division, 
(10 men) in charge; and the rest of the corps 
started on food for Fredericksburg. On arri- 
val there found wounded in houses, church- 
es, stores, etc. Reported to Dr. Dalton, 
and obtained permission to carry out our 
plan. I immediately detailed four men, 
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second division, second corps; six men, 
fourth division, second corps; nine men, 
first and second divisions, sixth corps; five 
‘men, Asylum Hospital, sixth corps, who 
became at once nurses, cooks, dressers, as- 
sistant stewards, etc. 

We remained at Fredericksburg seven- 
teen days, during which time twenty thou- 
sand wounded men passed through. The 
Auxiliary Corps served them: in trains as 

_ they arrived—at the boats, as they were 
sent away, and also at the cars on the other 
side of the river, at Falmouth. We were 
called upon also to furnish nurses on the 
transports at Washington, which-we were 
able to do. 

Our next point was at Port Royal, where 
we remained but two or three days; about 
two thousand wounded passing through. A 
feeding station was established on shore, 
and this, with the care of trains arriving, 
covered our labor here. ¢ 

We next went to White House and estab- 
lished our system of Auxiliary Corps tents 


and regular field hospitals. It was the first 


attempt, and was generally successful. We 
arrived in half an hour after the Medical 
Director, and established a feeding station 
in a few hours afterwards. Not less than 
ten thousand wounded passed through this 
point. Remained till Sunday, June 12th, 
when asmall party were started in the Rap- 
ley, alias James Guy, with a small quantity of 
supplies, and sent to Fortress Monroe to 
meet the Superintendent, who had been 
temporarily absent. We proceeded to Ber- 
muda Hundreds. This, it will be remem- 
bered, was before any considerable portion 
of the army had crossed the James River. 
Leaving a few supplies here and at Point 
of Rocks, on the Appomattox, we made 
headquarters at City Point, which had not 
then been taken as a base of the Army 
of the Potomac. Served a few hundred 
wounded, who came in from the 18th 
Corps, and sent two or three loads to the 
front to supply the wounded of the 18th 
and 2d Corps, which had arrived and been 
engaged. 

When the supplies on the Rapley were 
nearly exhausted, the other boats and 
barges not arriving from White House, I 
went down the river about fifteen miles, to 
the pontoon over which the army was cross- 


ing, and learned that the boats were de- 
tained at Fortress Monroe by the Provost 
Marshal, upon a general order of General 
Butler. I returned, immediately applied 
to General Grant, who had then established 
his headquarters at City Point, and obtain- 
ed a telegraphic order for all Sanitary 
boats to be allowed to come up. On the 
same day, however, you had obtained an 
order from the Secretary of War to the 
same effect, and arrived with the boats and 
barges, and the balance of the Relief 
Agents. As soon as the hospitals were 
established at a point about one and a half 
miles up the Appomattox, the plan of 
Auxiliary Corps tents was again put in 
operation, and has continued to the present 
time, more successfully even than at White 
House, as we profit by our past experience. 

Up to the present time from eight to ten 
thousand men have arrived at this base, 
and more or less have been subject to our 
care. 

SysTEM oF WoRK. 

The Auxiliary Corps is divided into 
divisions of six to ten men each, under the 
command of a captain. Upon the estab- 
lishment of hospitals, each division is as- 
signed to a corps, and directed to pitch a 
tent within the limits of the hospital. Re- 
quisitions of supplies are made by the cap- 
tain, which are used by the Superin- 
tendent. 

This is done daily, or oftener, if needed. 
It is designed to keep a small assortment of 
every kind of sanitary supplies in each 
corps hospital, and that all requisions upon 
the supply barge shall come from the cap- 
tain, rather than from the surgeon. The 
surgeons of course having permission to 
draw upon the tent supply at any time. 
The principal distribution of the goods is 
made by our own men, who are assigned 
each to a certain number of tents, with di- 
rections to confine his labors to his ward, 
and to see to the special needs of the 
patients in that ward. By this system prop- 
er distribution of the supplies is secured. 

When special diet kitchens, for which 
the Sanitary Commission furnish cooking 
stoves, are established for the preparation 
of farina, corn starch, soups, toast, etc., 
they are supplied with all needed articles, 
when the Government supply fails. It 
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frequently happens that the whole supply 
comes from the Sanitary Commission's 
tent. Our men prepare and administer 


milk punch or lemonade, at regular hours, . 


under the direction of the surgeon. On 
the arrival of trains of wounded, the Aux- 
lliary Corps are always ready to assist, feed- 
ing and otherwise caring for the patients. 

By this system we feel contident that 
every patient will be visited, that his wants 
and that of the surgeons will become 
known, and can in due time be met. 

Of course, this added facility in obtain- 
ing supplies will add largely to the demand, 
but so the work is wisely done, and the 
articles confer comfort and save and pro- 
long life, no demand can be too great for 
the Commission to strive to supply. 

We have now at this point a tent in the 
2d, Sth, 6th and 9th Corps’ Hospitals, and 
in the Colored Hospital and that of the 
Cavalry Corps. 

In the 10th and 18th Corps, they being 
in another department, the auxiliary work 
has not been introduced. In addition to 
these, we have a feeding station near the 
hospital landing, designed to feed trains of 
wounded who come down directly from the 
field, without passing through the Corps 
Hospitals, and also to supplement. the 
Corps Stations when a large train arrives 
at hospital. 


FEEDING STATION NEAR BARGES. 


To relieve the table of the hotel barge 
from the large number of calls from hungry 
soldiers, a station has been established on 
the shore, where a very simple meal is pre- 
pared of hard tack, crackers, coffee, pickles. 
Since that time, one hundred and fifty to 
two hundred men have been daily fed, and 
one day when a division passed by, about 
seventeen hundred men received more or 
less aid from the tent. There is no eating 


house here, and many men who are left in: 


charge of stores or horses, or are dropped 
here from barges or steamers, and are de- 
layed in getting to their regiment, have 
need of just this kind of aid. It is not 
rendered attractive, and none but a hungry 
man will avail himself of it. 

Nearly 300 different men have served in 
the Auxiliary Corps for a longer or shorter 
time within the last sixty days. 


Our STANDARD. 


I have endeayored to impress upon the 
minds of the Auxiliary Corps that ‘‘ home 
comforts”? should be our standard in our 
efforts for the sick and wounded. Not that 
we expect to reach or nearly approach it, 
but let us keep it constantly before us. If 
one of these wounded men were our brother 
and were in our own home, how many 
hours of how many members of our family 
and of the neighborhood would be devoted 
to his comfort? He is ‘‘somebody’s 
brother; more, he is ours, suffering for 
us, and because he is uncomplaining and 
content with little, shall we cease our at- 
tentions? The American citizen gives lit- 
tle, who gives only his time, his money, or 
his sympathy in this hour, compared with 
the soldier who gives his life or his limbs. 
It is not ‘‘ sickly sentimentality,” it is not 
‘‘excessive benevolence,” that calls upon 
us to do the dest we can for these men. It 
is simple justice. 


RELATIONS witH Mepican OFFICERS. 


We have every reason to be gratified at 
the harmonious relations existing between 
the Commission and the Medical Officers. 
The Auxiliary Corps have in nearly all in- ~ 
stances, been cordially received and encour- 
aged in their work. 

I cannot avoid naming Dr. Dalton, Med- 
ical Director of all the Hospitals at the sev-_ 
eral bases, who has not only extended to 
us the courtesies natural to him as a gén- 
tleman, but has granted us almost as many 
favors officially. 


‘¢How HAVE WE LIVED ?” 


At Fredericksburg, I think I may safely 
say, that more than half the time, a blanket 
and a floor were the only bed of the Auxil- 
iary Corps. Two empty, unfinished, un- 
clean houses were obtained, swept out and 
called ‘‘Homes.” Stewards were appoint- 
ed from our own number, and a Commis- ~ 
sary to provide food. ‘The diet for the first 
few days was crackers, farina, and coffee. 
There was no Government Commissary of 
whom to purchase, and the larder of the 
Commission was not extensive. Later, we 
lived better, but never with any approach 
to home comforts. On the barges, the ta- | 
ble yariety has been comparatively good, 
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the sleeping accommodations not luxuri- 
ous. (See letter from Rev. Mr. Potter, p. 
632.) The men permanently assigned, 
sleep in the tents at the field hospitals. 
_ When there is a change of base a floating 
home is necessary, as well as for unassign- 
ed men, and for those coming and going. 
Recently, we have had a hotel barge, which 
is comfortable, though too small. 

But all our discomforts have been met by 
the Auxiliary Corps without complaint, 
which among so many men is remarkable. 


BuRIALS. 


By reference to report of Rey. Dr. Stone, 

it appears that we began to superintend the 
burial of the dead at Fredericksburg, al- 
though we had participated in it at Belle 
Plain with the Christian Commission. Since 
that time, at Port Royal, White House, and 
City Point, we have had entire charge, se- 
_lecting the burial place, performing the 
. Service and erecting and marking the head 
boards. A record is kept and forwarded to 
the Sanitary Commission Directory, at 
Washington. . 

At Belle Plain, Rev. S. H. Thompson 
officiated; at Fredericksburg, Rev. Dr. 
Stone; at Port Royal, Rev. Mr. Thompson 
and Mr. W. H. Holstein; at- White House, 
Mr. Holstein; at City Point, (on first arri- 
val,) Mr. W. P. Webster; at City Point at 
Hospital, Mr. Holstein. Mr. Holstein has 
been assisted by Mr. Allen, Mr. Griffith, 
and Mr. Eggleston. At Port Royal, the 
burial ground was surrounded by a suitable 
fence, and a bouquet laid upon every grave! 

The whole number buried under our Su- 
perintendence at the points named, has 
been about 600. 

We have of late furnished some suitable 


head-boards, sent from Washington, but - 


there, is still great need of them. The 
eraves are numbered and head-boards can 
be erected whenever a supply is obtained. 
A private accustomed to lettering has been 
detailed, and this part of the work will be 
well done. 

None have been buried in coffins since 
the campaign commenced. It is not usu- 
ally so. \\ 

LETTERS. 

A letter box has been kept at each Aux- 
iliary Corps’ tent and on the barge, and up 








to the present time nearly 150,000 letters 
have been forwarded to Washington in the 
last sixty days. They have been received 
whether paid or unpaid, and pre-payment 
made at the Central Office. 

Jt has been a source of great comfort to 
the soldiers, and the expenditure is a most 
wise one. Many of the letters are sent from 
regiments, being directed to wounded men 
who have been sent to the rear. 


‘“¢MinK-puNcH Wacon.”’ 


Appreciating the sufferings of the wound- 
ed in being transported in army wagons 
and ambulances from the field to the base 
without suitable nourishment or stimulants, 
I sent from White House out to the front 
a wagon loaded with crackers, milk, whis- 
ky, utensils and empty bottles, and five 
Relief Agents to meet the incoming trains 
and distribute in each wagon and ambu- 
lance, a bottle of milk-punch and some 
crackers. It was entirely successful and 
should be followed hereafter when oppor- 
tunity offers. 


WASHING. 


There has always been a great waste of 
clothing in hospitals, for want of means of 
washing. They cannot ordinarily be ‘sup- 
plied for some weeks by Government. I 
recommend that the Commission make pre- 
paration for a movable washing establish- 
ment entire, to be put in operation as soon 
as a hospitalis organized. Byit, the whole 
expense of it could be saved in a single 
week. 

We have already fitted out two small af- 
fairs at this point, and Government are 
adding others, but better preparations 
should be made for it hereafter. 


CONCLUSION. 


In behalf of the members of the Auxilia- 
ry Corps, I desire to say, that their reports 
are less numerous and less interesting on 
account of the nature of the work. Every 
moment is occupied during the day, and 
they are too wearied at night to write. Nor 
do I believe that one can fitly describe hig 
own labor in a work like this, as it seems 
too much like self-commendation. 

They have exhibited a spirit of self-sacri- 
fice, and an earnestness none can question. 
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The Commission, the community, and the 
soldiers are deeply indebted to them. 

They have continued to labor in these 
unhealthy localities without desertion. 
Many have lost their health and been obli- 
ged to leave, and are now upon sick beds, 
hovering between life and death. One, 
Charles H. Stanley, of Beverley, Mass., has 
laid down his life, as truly a sacrifice for 
his country, as the men who die upon the 
field. He was a devoted worker, fell sick 
from over-exertion at Belle Plain, went to 
Washington on furlough, returned too soon, 
was immediately sent to his home, but lived 
only ten hours after his arrival. Appropri- 
ate resolutions were passed by the Corps 
upon receipt of notice of his death. (See 
Bunuetin, No. 18, p. 568.) 

Let us cherish his memory, as one, who 
in his efforts to save the lives of others lost 
his own. 

We subjoin copious extracts from the 
reports of various members of the corps— 
all volunteers—serving under Mr. Fay’s 
direction: 

Dr. NELSON. 
SCENES ON THE ‘‘NEW WORLD.”’ 


I arrived at City Point, Va., on the 21st 
of June, 1864, and immediately tendered 
my services to the Acting Relief Agent for 
the Commission. He accepted my offer, 
and requested meto proceed at once to the 
steamer New World, (then used as a Goy- 
ernment hospital ship,) with a number of 
nurses, dressers, etc. Went accordingly, 
and found the steamer, a large three-story 
boat, was crowded by the sick and wound- 
ed. Cots were placed as close as could be 
together, leaving barely room for the at- 
tendants to pass between the rows—even 
the little state-rooms, close, and not venti- 
lated at all, contained each four patients. 
In fact, the whole boat was crowded to ex- 


cess, the number of Government attendants 
were limited and overworked, and I can 
say that, had it not been for the Sanitary, 
the amount of suffering would have in- 
creased tenfold. Oh! could you have seen 
and heard the constant outpouring of grati- 
tude of the poor fellows; their eager watch- 
ings of the agents of the Commission, as 
they moved among them in the discharge 
of their duties, you would have felt more 
than repaid a thousand times for every 
exertion made for them. ‘‘ God bless the 
Sanitary Commission” was the constant 


cry from the poor fellows, as one after 
another their wounds were dressed and 
their wants supplied. ‘‘ If it were not for 
them we would die!” 
to cast any slur on the Government offi- 
cials—they were overworked, and in the 


pressing calls made by the sudden arrival. 


of a large number of wounded from the 
battle-field, could not, in the nature of 
things, be otherwise, and it is in emergen- 
cies of this kind that the true value of the 
Commission is shown. With their large 
and well organized band of assistants, they 
step in and fill the gaps, which the best 
efforts of the Government must ever leave 
unfilled, and I do not think their efficacy 
was ever more displayed than on the above 
occasion. 


On the 22d I first noticed the appearance — 


of that dreaded disease, hospital gangrene. 
It spread rapidly, and on the 24th, it was 
deemed necessary to clear her of all the 
patients, and haul her out into the middle 
of the stream, The odor of the disease 
affected every part of the boat, and made 
some of the attendants sick; but in despite 
of the dangers to which they were exposed 
from infection, not one of the agents in the 
Commission faltered in his duties. They 
bravely stood up to their posts, and some 
of them staid by the boat until she was 
nearly cleared of the patients and anchored 
in the stream. 

My experience has been short, but I saw 
enough to cause me heartily to join in the 
prayer of the poor soldiers, ‘‘God bless 
the Sanitary Commission.” 


Mr. S. T. Kazse. 
THE GENERAL FEEDING STATION. 


I reported to you soon after our arrival 
at White House, and the day was assigned 
to the command of a squad of eight per- 
sons. 
ing Station, No. 1, near the railroad bridge, 
and were engaged till late in the evening 
assisting in the care of a large number of 
wounded men lying in wagons on the north 
side of the river. The next day, June 3d, 
we were ordered to report to Capt. Evans, 
at Feeding Station, No. 2, situated about 
300 yards above the landing place of the 
Sanitary boats, and in a central location. 


This is not intended 


We reported immediately to Feed-- 


- 


The labor of feeding and caring for the . 


wounded men at that time arriving, so far 
as the Commission undertook to act, de- 
volved chiefly upon this feeding station, 
and the consequent labor was very great. 
Capt. Evans was soon worn out by the worry 
and responsibility incident to such a place, 
and was compelled to resign his charge, to 
which I succeeded. I wish to say of Capt. 
Evans, that I have seen no man whose 
heart was more fully in the work, or any 
one who has exhibited so great tenacity and 


11 lbs. sugar. 
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industry. In this opinion, all my men 
agree heartily with me. For.some time af- 
ter [ had assumed charge of the post, the 
labor continued to be severe and without 
intermission. We supplied the wounded 
men with soft crackers, coffee, soup, lemons, 
and various relishes. We fed many well 
men from the front, going or returning; 
we dealt out shirts, drawers, stockings, 
handkerchiefs, shoes; we kept a post office; 
we dressed wounds; we dispensed simple 
medicines; we answered innumerable ques- 
tions. . z * : 


Mr. Joun STIEs. 
THE ‘‘ WATER BASE’? FEEDING STATION. 


On the 29th of June, in compliance with 
instructions from you, a feeding station 
was opened here, to furnish meals to hun- 
gry soldiers not otherwise provided for. 
boy days’ experience gives the following 
result: 


No. fed 1st day, 307. 
1 bbl. crackers. 
1 box “‘hardtack.’’ 
9 lbs. ground coffee. 
8:cans condensed milk. 


2d day, 268. 
1 bbl. crackers. 
1 box ‘‘hardtack.’’ 
6 lbs. ground coffee. 
6 cans milk. 
2 bbls. saur kraut. 
10 lbs. ice. 


3d day, 319. 
1 bbl. crackers. 
1 box ‘* hardtack.’’ 
10 cans milk. 
15 lbs brown sugar. 


10 lbs. ground coffee. Total, 884 men. 


Of the above goods, there is on hand— 
4 bbl. saur kraut, 1 box hardtack, 1 bbl. 
crackers, 4 cans milk, 3 lbs. coffee, 5 Ibs. 
sugar. 

Tent and Utensils. 

Tent 16 by 16, under which is a table and 
benches for 12 men. 

The coffee boiler is under a small ‘‘ fly.” 
The only additional articles used are—24 
tin cups, 12 spoons, 2 tin pails, 1 wooden 
bucket, 6 towels, a broom, and an axe—all 
of which can probably be turned in at the 
breaking up of the Station. 

Two men attend the Station and furnish 
meals to those only who have previously re- 
ceived tickets. 


Me. J. F. B. Marswapn. 


AT FREDERICKSBURG. 
May 30. 

In accordance with your request I submit 
herewith a brief report of the doings of the 
1ith Auxiliary Relief Corps, assigned by 
you to the hospitals on the heights of 
Fredericksburg, of the second division, 9th 
Army: Corps. This hospital comprised 
several buildings, the principal of which 
was the Mansion on St. Mary’s Heights, 
formerly an elegant residence, but now so 
defaced by shot and shell as to be almost 
untenable; other houses and cottages com- 
prised within a range of half a mile were 
filled with wounded. The daily changes of 

Vor. L—No. 20. 40 


men rendered it impossible to keep an 
accurate record. 

One train of ambulances left about five 
hundred men, all of whom were suffering 
from lack of attention. The average num- 
ber in the hospital was between five hun- 
dredand six hundred. Some four hundred, 
who were wounded in the attack by Ewell 
on our wagon train, were left over night in 
the ambulances in front of our hospitals, 
and though we were all fatigued by our 
day’s work, we gave the most of the night 
to these men. The next morning at 6 A.M., 
the train moved on towards the city, and 
every man had something in the way of re- 
freshment before he left. We then buried 
eight poor fellows who had died either on 
the road or during the night. Rev. Mr. 
Channing performed a most impressive 
ceremony. 

Their effects were collected and sent to 
their friends. With all our labors early 
and late, we could only feel that we had 
done but a small part of what was needed 
to be done to make these wounded suffer- 
ing men comfortable. 

The natient, heroic endurance with which 
they bore their sufferings, and the want of 
the comforts and almost the necessaries of 
life, was beyond all praise. They fully ap- 
preciated all that was done for them, and 
were overflowing in their expressions of 
eratitude to the Sanitary Commission and 
its agents. 

We found these poor fellows lying on 
bare floors mostly without blankets, pillows, 
mattresses, or even straw. Their clothing 
fetid with filth and blood, without proper 
or sufficient food. Although the depot of 
the Commission had been almost drained of 
supplies by the great demand from the city 
hospitals in its immediate vicinity, we suc- 
ceeded in obtaining some tea, coffee, oat- 
meal, farina, and sugar, and left at once, 
and the same evening came that wonderful 
relief chest, containing a little of almost 
everything that could be thought of for 
hospital uses. But for the aid afforded to 
this hospital by the efforts of the Commis- 
sion, the sufferings of the inmates must 
have been very much greater, and I feel 
confident that many lives were saved by its 
humane interposition. 

The Government supplies were wholly in- 
adequate to the wants ot these men even had 
they been not wounded. Coffee, and occa- 
sionally salt pork or salt beef, or fresh beef, 
which latter was generally served out in a 
very greasy soup, which seemed to give the 
men bowel complaints, whenever they par- 
took of it. I was called upon for nothing 
more eagerly than for medicine to stop the 
diarrhea, which was a very prevalent com- 
plaint. 

The medicines found in the relief chest, 
for this purpose, I used with remarkable 
success. 


626 


The Sanitary Commussion Bulletin. 





The Government had no medical sup- 
plies for several days, and my remedies 
were their sole dependence; and I was told 
over and over again by the men who 
insisted upon giving me the title of doctor, 
that they had never had any medicine that 
acted so ‘‘like a charm” upon them. It 
would be hardly too much to say that many 
lives were saved by the instrumentality of 
the Auxiliary Rehef Corps, which has 
proved its great value most thoroughly and 
satisfactorily during the fortnight of hospi- 
tal service at Fredericksburg. 


Mr. J. F. B. Marswant. 


IN THE FIELD. 
June 21. 


We left City Point on Thursday, June 
16th, at noon, with one four-horse wagon 
load of sanitary stores. My Corps consist- 
ed of eight men, viz.: Messrs. McMurty, 
Bates, Eggleston, Francis, King, Suther- 
land, Hammer and myself. Mrs. Barlow 
and Miss Gilson also accompanied the ex- 
pedition. Col. Rand, of the 4th Mass. Cav- 
alry, who was in command of the post, and 
for whose ready courtesies we were much 
indebted, furnished the wagon for the 
stores, a horse and vehicle for the lavlies, 
and an escort of cavalry for our protection. 
The gentlemen were on foot, and the march 
of seven or eight miles over a very dusty 
road and under a hot sun, was a slow and 
fatiguing one. We were also delayed by 
falling in with the 9th Army Corps on the 
maych. 

Reached the Hospital of the 18th Army 
Corps about 4 o’clock, where we learned 
that a general engagement was expected to 
commence about 5 P. M. I found at this 
Hospital two wagons of the Christian Com- 
mission. The Hospital was not established 
until after we had arrived. Isent round to 
fiud the different hospitals, and which was 
in most need, and was indebted to the 
Christian Commission for finding a messen- 
ger acquainted with their location. As my 
Corps were very much fatigued with the 
murch, we went to a house near by, and 
prepared to passthenight. About 9o’clock, 
however, the messenger returned and re- 
ported that the Hospital of the 2d Division, 
vd Army Corps was very much in want of 
hospital supplies, none of the wagons hav- 
ing arrived, and the wounded being brought 
in in great numbers. The Hospital of the 
18th Corps, where we first stopped, was 
also in urgent need of some articles. I 
started at once with the wagon and three 
men, leaving four to sleep off their fatigues 
so us to be able to relieve us in the morn- 
ing. Left at the 18th A. C. Hospital a part 
of our supplies, as per annexed list, and 
started with a guide for the 2d Division, 2d 
Corps. After losing our way in the woods, 
we reached the hospital about midnight, 





and never were sanitary supplies more 
needed than at this place. None of the 
wagons had come up; the hospital was filled 
with the wounded, who were constantly be- 
ing brought in, and the Surgeons in need 
of stimulants for the operating table, cloth- 
ing for the men, many of whom were shiv- 
ering in the dews, without coat or blanket. 
We were busy for several hours, issuing 
supplies and caring for the wounded, till 
about 8 A. M., when we were compelled 
from exhaustion to turn in. The next 
morning the Sanitary Commission wagon 
of the Field Corps arrived, with but few 
supplies. The ladies visited the hospitals 
of the Ist and 3d Divisions, of this Corps, 
and reporting that the Ist Division was in 
great need, I sent over an ambulance load 
of supplies to that hospital, which took 
nearly all I had. Mr. Eggleston having 
over-taxed his strength in working all night 
among the wounded, I sent him in with the 
wagon to City Point. Our supplies being 
nearly exhausted and the wagon not havy- 
ing arrived, which we learned had been 
sent, I concluded that not being able to find 
us, its contents had been distributed at some 
other hospital, which proved to be the case. 
I concluded we had better return to City 
Point, and we were to start,on Saturday 
morning, Juve 18th. Before we got off, 
however, Mr. Vassan arrived with a two- 
horse wagon, partly loaded, and the infor- 
mation that a four-horse wagon load was on 
its way. I concluded to go with these sup- 
plies to the lst Division Hospital. Just as 
I was starting, I met Dr. Steiner, who re- 
ported that he had abundant supplies in 

his wagons of the regular Field Corps, but 
that they had been detained in the rear, as 

the roads were blocked up by troops and 
ammunition trains. We were most heartily 

welcomed at the Ist Division Hospital by 

Dr. Potter, Surgeon-in-eharge, who fur- 

nished a store-room and guard, a tent for 
the ladies, and one for the gentlemen, and - 
offered us every facility we could desire. 

Here we found 1,000 wounded and sick, 

and more coming in hourly. The Hospi- 

tal was the best ordered and most perfect 

in its system of any one I have seen, and 

the corps of surgeons humane, gentleman- 

ly, and efficient. Our supplies were in 

ereat demand, and our efforts most readily 

received and.seconded by the officers in 

charge. We found enough here to do to | 
keep us all busy. 

The next day, Sunday, June 19th, we 
were early at work, a3 a train of ambulan- 
ces and wagons were being loaded for City 
Point. All day we were busy preparing 
and distributing milk punch, farina, lem- 
onade, crackers, &c., &c. About 1,000 
wounded were sent in, leaving but a few 
serious cases, and the sick. Fresh arrivals 
from the field were taking place hourly, and 
they had to be cared for. 
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Rev. J. A. STons. 
THE BURIAL OF SOLDIERS AT FREDERICKS- 
BURG. 


Agreeably to your request I make the 
following report in reference to the burial 
of the soldiers here. Having been accus- 
tomed to witness the celebration of Chris- 
tian rites at the burial of the dead, and 
being sent here by those who were likewise 
accustomed to see them, I could not bear 
to see brave men placed in their graves like 
animals, without any religious service what- 
ever. I therefore made application to the 
Provost Marshal for authority to officiate 
at the burial of those soldiers who were to 
be buried within the military limits of the 
city. This authority was not only readily 
but thankfully granted, as I had been the 
first and only person who had made such 
an application. The Military Governor, 
Col. Shriver, also most cheerfully approved 
and signed this authority. 

I have officiated up to the present time 
at the burial of one hundred and thirty- 
three officers and privates. The whole num- 
ber buried at the General Burial Ground is 
two hundred and two. The soldiers are 
buried in their clothing and blankets, just 
as they are brought from the hospitals. 
No proper headboards or coffins are pro- 
vided, but we use shingles, with the names 
written thereon, and placed at the heads of 
the. dead as carefully as possible, so, that 
friends can readily find the bodies of those 
they seek. 


Rene ace, 


AT BELLE PLAIN. 

We went out on a delegation from the 
** Delaware Soldiers’ Aid Society,” and for 
the purpose of primarily caring for the 
wounded of Delaware, but also for any 
service and for any of our suffering men. 

‘On our arrival in Washington, we were 
satisfied that we could accomplish the ob- 
ject of our mission far better by putting 
ourselves in connection with the Sanitary 
Commission than in any other way. 

At Belle Plain we put ourselves under 
the direction of Dr. Steiner, who requested 
us to relieve a party of overworked young 
men, who, at the tent and on the hill, wére 
endeavoring to supply the wants of the ten 
thousand sufferers who were passing in one 
continuous stream. We took charge of this 
work, and began to see the beneficent 
work of the Sanitary Commission. 

lt were a piteous tale to speak of the seem- 
ingly interminable mass of human suffering 
which we witnessed there—the road for 
miles crowded with ambulances and wag- 
ons, filled with wounded and dying men, 
and almost every yard of roadside lined 
with pale and wearied men, leaning on 
sticks, or on the shoulders of companions 
less severely wounded; all making their 
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way piinfully to the boat. For the relief 
of these men, as far as I could see, the only 
provision was that which the Sanitary 
Commission had made. How often I bless- 
ed it, as the abundant stores enabled us to 
feed and refresh, and cheer our noble fel- 
lows, and made it possible to dress wounds, 
festering, and some of them undsessed for 
nearly a week. The amount of suffering 
assuaged then and there gave me new ideas 
of the work. 

The next day we passed on to Fredericks- 
burg. We know in what an inexpressibly 
dreadful condition our wounded men were, 
in the crowded churches and houses of that 
town, and for the first few days the only 
means of relief for the sufferers was obtained 
through you; the bandages and lint, and the 
stimulants, and the disinfectants, as well 
as the soft crackers, and the farina and 
milk. 

Every blanket and shirt, and every pair of 
drawers or socks, we were able to get, came 
from you long before the Government 
stores had arrived. Here again, and again, 
while we saw some poor fellows made a lit- 
tle comfortable, or heard his warm thanks, 
we blessed the work of the Sanitary Com- 
mission. 

My sympathies were stronger elsewhere, 
but I have seen so much of the work of the 
Sanitary Commission, that I cannot but 
feel the deepest interest in and admiration 
for it, and am exceedingly glad that it was 
my privilege to spend a couple of weeks in 
connection with it. JI shall esteem it a 
privilege to labor with you again, and hope 
to be called upon by you in time of need. 


Mr. J. O. DENNISTON. 


We disembarked at midnight, pitched 
our tent and fed with bread and coffee the 
wounded men who came straggling in. 
The operations of the Corps until the fol- 
lowing Friday, consisted almost entirely of 
feeding the wounded and hungry soldiers 
who came along. On Wednesday morn- 
ing, May 12th, our labors properly began, 
for then the Corps was specially assigned. 
for duty at this station. At ha’f past four: 
in the morning, camp kettles were procur- 
ed, and the work of feeding began. Wound- 
ed men and soldiers not wounded came 
pouring in by the thousand, all hungry’and- 
in need of food. Bread and coffee were 
served out to them all as fast as the coffee 
could be male. The number of those fed 
it is impossible to determine. AlIl were fed. 
who could be served with the force in hand. 
The best estimate which can be made, 
places the number of those fed from Wed- 
nesday morning until Friday night at five 
thousand daily. These men were mostly. 
wounded men, who came by foot, wagons. 
and ambulances, from the front, but very 
many were unhurt, but came as guards,, 
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and were in need of food. We labored 
under great inconvenience from the rain 
and the mud; our tent was pitched in a lo- 
cation which was very accessible, but very 
muddy in wet weather. It is believed, 
however, that no inconvenience resulted to 
any wounded men from this cause. 'The 
members of the Corps were ever found 
ready to go through the deepest mud when 
necessary to the relief of thoseinneed. It 
is thought that since Friday morning last, 
May 13th, no wounded men went on to the 
boats without being fed, the exceptions 
were of those who were slightly wounded, 
and who cf their own choice passed by the 
feeding stations in order to quietly reach 
the boats. Previous to Friday it was abso- 
lutely impossible to feed all. It would be 
very unjust to claim all this for the Sani- 
tary Commission. The Christian Commis- 
sion and Dr. McKay’s and Father Gilroy’s 
stations, each did their full share of the 
work. We have freely furnished delicacies, 
such as milk punch, oranges, farina. The 
milk punch has been specially acceptable 
to all wearied by their long journey from 
the front. During the present week every 
man unable from mouth wounds to eat 
solid food has been supplied with farina. 
A large number of shirts, drawers, and 
stockings, have been supplied to those in 
need. Many bushels of letters have ‘been 
‘received at our tent for the mail. We 
have also fed a large number of delegates 
and of officers who were hungry. 

The work of burying the dead has been 
attended to by Mr. Thompson, in connec- 
tion with the Christian Commission; the 
graves have been marked and a record kept. 
The Corps has also aided in giving break- 
fast to the wounded who have remained 
over night in the hospitals. .This work has 
been very well supervised by Mr. Stanly. 
It is impossible to give a very explicit re- 
port of our whole work, because of the in- 
definite nature and magnitude of it. We 
have been treated in the kindest manner 
by the Government officers; especially are 
we indebted to the Quartermaster Com- 
pany and to Dr. Cuyler. We have obtain- 
ed from them many thousand rations of 
bread, coffee and sugar, for distribution., 
We have also been aided greatly by the 
common soldiers, who have always been 
ready to do the heavy work of carrying and 
lifting stores, &c. During the present 
week a wooden shanty has been erected at 
our station, which has added to our com- 
fort. The tents have also been floored. 
The gratitude of the wounded men to us 
all for our aid has been very demonstra- 
tive. The Commission has achieved for 
itself at Belle Plain the good will of all. 
The Corps has been ata disadvantage from 
lack of experience; during the last few days 
we have been able to do more with less 
fatigue, by better system, and by securing 
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the aid of others. I cannot too highly ex- 
press my conviction of the usefulness of 
the Sanitary Commission. The Christian 
Commission and the Government agency 
have worked very harmoniously with us. 


Mr. Gro. FERGUSON. 
AT FREDERICKSBURG. 


After leaving Washington, on the 10th 
inst., the first work in which I was engaged, 
was in feeding several hundred wounded 
men at Belle Plain landing, many of whom 
had had no food for two, three, and even 
four days. 

On the next day we arrived in Freder- 
icksburg, when I was assigned to duty in 
the 2d Corps, 2d Division Hospital, where 
I still work. We have always been gladly 
received by those in authority. The Sur- 
eeons have continually worked with us, 
looking to us for many things that the 
Government did not provide, or were be- 
hind hand in providing, and always got 
what they looked for. 3 

The room that we took possession of and 
fitted up for sanitary stores, has become 
the constant resort for all the Surgeons in 
the hospital, nurses, Christian Commission 
men, and all and every little thing they 
want, they have learned can be had there. 
It would be impossible for me to attempt 
to make a statement of the articles that 
have been distributed from this place. | 

Among the men, the blessings that are 
given to the Sanitary Commission are not 
a few. Many say that they would have 
starved had 1t not been for the Sanitary 
Commission. Inthe eight days that I have 
been working here, I have written 33 let- 
ters to soldiers’ friends, have had three men 
baptized by the Rev. Mr. Stone, two of 
whom have died, and the third, who was 
baptized to-day, is now dying. ae 

The condition of the men generally, has 
been much improved. At first, the men 
were sadly in want of under-clothing, but 
now there are hardly any calls for this; and 
though beds are still much needed, the men 
are as comfortable as in their wounded con- 
dition they can be. It is not until all 
these greater wants are supplied that men 
think of calling for pipes and tobacco. 
These are constantly in demand now, and 
as I go among them with tobacco and 
matches, having previously distributed 
pipes, I find many takers. The comfort 
derived from this source is great, and the 
gratitude of the men for all these things, 
though quiet, is heartfelt. Another source 
of pleasure to the soldier has been sing- 
ing. A small company of us, myself their 
leader, have gone from one hospital to an- 
other in the evenings, and sang to the men, 
which they have always been much pleased 
with, begging us to come again. 
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we OL | Meens. 


I received a telegram from you on Sun- 
day afternoon as I was entering my pulpit 
at Roxbury, asking me to come to Wash- 
ington that night. Missing the evening 
train, I started the next morning, and 
reached Washington in season to come 
here in company with the first who came 
to the relief of our wounded. 

After spending Wednesday forenoon in 
feeding the poor men who had come to 
Belle Plain, and assisting the severely 
wounded out of the army wagons and am- 
bulances, I started with my co-laborers and 
walked to this city in the afternoon, and 
began systematic work the next morning. 
I have been particularly impressed by four 
things in my experience: 

Ist. The admirable system by which the 
efforts of the Sanitary Commission have 
been made most practically useful. 


2d. The absolute necessity of this auxili- 
ary labor for the lives and welfare of the 
wounded. 


8d. The heartiness with which the medi- 
- eal officers of the army have received and 


welcomed us, and allowed us to co-operate 
with them. And ‘ 


4th. The opportunity of relieving the 
spiritual as well as the physical necessities 
of the sufferers. 


First. There was a systematic distribution 
of our company of fifty on board the steam- 
boat on the way from Washington. Six 
gentlemen were placed in charge of a chief, 
made in a measure responsible to him, to 
labor under his general supervision, to re- 
ceive directions from him; thus on arriving 
at Beile Plain, each corps was at once able 
to go to work with least loss of time, or 
waste of strength or confusion. On reach- 
ing Fredericksburg, each corps took its 
hospital or district of labor, and became 
responsible forit. This, I think, has secured 
to an unusual degree economy, efficiency, 
ease and rapidity in relieving the great 
disabilities we found existing. 

Second. As to the absolute necessity of 
this auxiliary labor, I am sureI should have 
had no conception of it, if I had not been en- 
gaged here tor those first most pressing 
days which immediately succeeded the 
great battle. As I write this, matters wear 
so different an aspect in this city, that we 
can hardly believe what the condition was 
ten days since. Our corps was assigned to 
the Female Orphan Asylum Hospital. 

No surgeon had yet been ordered to the 
hospital, though Dr. Terhune, Surgeon of 
the Third New York Volunteers, was tempo- 
rarily looking after matters. Some seventy- 

five men, among them ten or twelve cases of 
amputation of legs above the knee, or arms 
at the shoulder, several with severe wounds 
in the head, groin and body, and others of 
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great severity in other places, were in press- 
ing need of attention. The wounds, when 
we came to dress them, we found had not 
been attended to for four, seven, and in 
some cases even nine days. Nothing had 
been done to organize the hospital. The 
floors of the building were covered with 
filth to an indescribable degree, exuvix of 
rebel troops, who had littered in them for 
previous months. Dr. Terhune had no as- 
sistants, and desired us to undertake the 
whole work. We began to feed the men, 
and place them in as comfortable a position 
as possible. With no details of soldiers, for 
the pressure was so great in every direction 
that none could be furnished, we took hold 
with our own hands and perfcrmed the 
most disagreeable scavenger work, and 
cleaned the rooms. The Surgeon started 
us with such instructions as seeing and as- 
sisting him in half a dozen cases could give; 
and then we continued and went through 
dressing the wounds of the poor sufferers. 
Our chief of corps was made steward of the 
hospital to procure supplies. The Sanitary 
Commission was: drawn upon for the first 
essentials, and for the largest part of our 
necessaries. No lint, bandages, plaster, 
blankets, or stimulants could be procured 
from the army stores for many days. With- 
out what the Sanitary Commission fur- 
nished, I do not see how anything could 
have been done. When Dr. Terhune left 
for the front, he said in my hearing, to Dr. 
Sturtevant, who relieved him, four-fifths of 
all that had been done here, has been by 
the Sanitary Commission, and four-fifths 
of our supplies came through them. Gen- 
tlemen, I do not repeat this out of compli- 
ment to us, but it seems right that the 
Commission should have, if it needed, the 
advantage of such explicit indorsement. 
For the first four days and nights our labor 
was well nigh prostrating. Since then as- 
sistance has come, in admirable volunteer 
surgeons and assistants, gentlemen from 
the Auxiliary Commission and other bodies, 
and nurses have been detailed by the Med- 
ical Director, so that our work is less ardu- 
ous in certain forms. 

Third. We have had, as has been already 
intimated, the fullest and most hearty wel- 
come from the medical and other officers of 
the army. They have even devolved upon 
us duties and responsibilities from which 
we should have been glad to have been re- 
lieved, and the constant consultation as to 
what should be done and how, and their 
ready compliance with our sugy>stions and 
deference to our judgment, would have 
flattered us if there had b2:n room left in 
such work for any personal feeling. I 
think it very remarkale that not any sign 
of friction in any direction has appeared 
for one moment; but we, in our humble 
measure, have been recognized to such an ex- 
tent as ought to satisfy any reasonable man. 
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Fourth. I had not anticipated so large an 
opportunity of promoting the spiritual wel- 
fare of the sufferers. While it was indis- 
pensable first to make them in some mea- 
sure comfortable in body, (and every effort 
must take that direction,) by words of 
cheer, and by suggestions in various ways 
while about our work, it seemed as though 
many a poor sufferer was receiving spiritual 
strength and consolation. 


Our interviews with the men, as they 
saw and felt us seeking their good, so open- 
ed their hearts that they received gladly 
all we had tosay to them. In writing let- 
ters to friends at home, speaking of the 
gospel salvation to the dying, and praying 
with them, helping their thoughts upward, 
there has been a most delightful and bless- 
ed opportunity of doing in some small 
measure what our Lord and Master did. 
With daily prayers in each ward, and spe- 
cial Sabbath services, most kindly, joyfully 
and thankfully received by the men, it 
may be hoped that it will be found at last 
that something has been done for the high- 
est and best interests of our noble, patient, 
and uncomplainirg men. 


No pressure of other cases has prevented 
us from performing decently the last rites 
over the dead, taking care of the precious 
momentoes which the soldiers have left for 
transmission to their homes, and writing 
letters, in all cases communicating such 
particulars as we could give them, and 
speaking such words of comfort as might 
be possible. 


If it were not absolutely imperative that 
I should return, I should count it special 
felicity if I might spend some of the com- 
ing months in this new philanthropy. 


Mr. A. M. Sperry. 
FREDERICKSBURG, May 18, 1864. 


On the morning of the 12th, the 3rd 
Division of the Relief Corps was assigned 
to duty in the Ist Division of the 6th Army 
Corps. We found in the hospital not‘less 
than seven hundred men, and the number 
soon rose to eight hundred, while the con- 
stant arrivals and departures made the grand 
total of wounded men very much larger. 


The first few days were so occupied in 
efforts to feed the hungry, and to dress 
wounds untouched for deys, that any 
attempt at statistics would have been a 
wicked waste of time, nor am I aware that 
the Surgeon in charge attempted anything 
of the kind. 

We have now in nearly every ward a 
regular system of morning reports, and all 
the main features of an organized hospital. 
In this work of organizing, it will be seen 
that the Relief Corps has been of much 
assistance. 

Even now, in one instance at least, a 
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member of this Corps makes out the morn- 
ing report of his ward. But it was ‘‘ when 
there were none to help,” when all but 
God had apparently deserted these men, 
that our work was most valuable. Brought 
in and laid upon the floor of damp un- 
wholesome stores, or small dark rooms in 
the poor dwelling-houses on Caroline 
Street, they lay for days with only a blank- 
et under them, often covered with blood 
and filth from their wounds, or saturated 
with water and often with urine. 


For the first ten days the work was to 
cover the naked, only those absolutely des- 
titute or worse than destitute, being sup- 
plied. Slowly and surely their condition 
was improved; as soon as possible noble- — 
hearted volunteer Surgeons dressed their 
wounds, soldiers were found for nurses, 
blankets at first from the Commission, 
afterward from the Medical Purveyor, took 
the place of those covered with filth and 
vermin, and shirts and drawers in limited 
quantities were supplied. The number at 
present remaining in the hospital is per- 
haps five hundred. These are in many 
different buildings, and probably forty 
rooms. Hardly one of these is fit for a 
hospital ward. Insufficient light; damp 
and decaying floors; lack of proper drain- 
age and sinks for the use of the men; little 
or no ventilation, all contribute to the 
general unhealthfulness of their condition. 
It seem impossible that erysipelas and gan- 
grene can long be kept away; even now 
cases are coming to notice. 


The system under which we have worked 
has in the main proved successful. If it 
be the theory that we are to look to the 
wants of the men not supplied through the - 
regular channels,.then it seems the best 
way to do by assigning men to different 
wards, where by long acquaintance they 
may be able to judge of each man’s condi- 
tion and wants correctly. Where also, by 
his personal presence, he may keep a con- 
stant restraint upon those inclined to be 
unfaithful in duty, or in the use of stores. 
So far as practicable, all stores taken in 
hand by our men, have been followed di- 
rectly to the soldiers for whom they were 
intended. 

Hundreds of men in this city to-day owe 
their lives to the stores furnished, and the 
work done by the Auxiliary Relief Corps _ 
of the U. S. Sanitary Commission. 


Mr. W. Dana. 


When I entered the service of the Sani- 
tary Commission, I came with a prejudice 
against this organization—a prejudice held 
in common with many others who have 
thought that a large portion of the com- 
forts and money given so freely by the 
people never reached the soldier. I, there- 
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fore, watched those at the head of the 
Sanitary Commission with a jealous eye, as 
well as those who were at the heads of the 
different departments, and I must say I am 
greatly disappointed. I have yet to meet 
one who is not a gentleman, who to all ap- 
pearance is not an honorable man, and who 
has not the true interests of the soldier at 
heart. I say this freely, as I think I may 
have done the Sanitary Commission an in- 
justice through ignorance heretofore. 

My experience in working for the Sani- 
_ tary Commission thus far is very brief, one 
night at Belle Plain, and six days in the 
hospital at Fredericksburg. Yet, even this 
has been sufficient to convince me that the 
Sanitary Commission is filling a gap, and 
meeting a great want which it is impossible 
for the Government to do. 

For my part I do not see what the sol- 
diers could have done in these hospitals with- 
out its aid. While the Government was 
using all transportation for the supplies of 
the army at the front, the Sanitary Com- 
mission was relieving, by their stores and 
agents, the sufferings of the wounded and 
dying. | 

I have had connection with but one hos- 
pital—that ef the Second Division, Second 
Corps, and here, though the Surgeon in 
charge has been doing all he can for the 
comiort of those under him, yet to the 
Sanitary Commission he looked for a 
large share of the stimulants, clothing, etc., 
even now, though the Government is fur- 
nishing a large quantity of necessary and 
substantial articles, yet it is from the Sani- 
tary Commission that they draw those arti- 
cles of delicate food which are so much 
relished by a sick man. 


As for the work, I for one, have enjoyed 
it exceedingly. I have always found the 
soldiers glad to see me, and they have been 
exceedingly grateful for anything I could 
do for them. 

The medical attendants have met me 
kindly, and are apparently glad of reliable 
assistance. In fact, I am now convinced, 
the longer I work here, that the Sanitary 
Commission is one of the noblest charities 
of our land, and that it opens a broad field 
for humane and Christian efforts. 


Mr. J. P. Marsan. 


To cheer the loneliness of the invalid 
soldier; to make him feel that he is still an 
object of tender solicitude—to nourish, 
sustain and encourage, the Sanitary Com- 
mission comes like an angel of mercy. ‘The 
eye of the sufferer lights up with sudden 
joy, at the first appearance of the long- 
hoped for aid,-and from his lips come such 
expressions as these: ‘‘ God bless the San- 
itary Commission;” ‘‘The wounded would 
fare hard if it were not for the Sanitary 
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Commission;” ‘‘Government does all it 
can, buf it is good to see somebody from 
home;” ‘* What should we do without the 
Sanitary Commis-ion.” Every one who has 
spent a few hours even in the hospitals has 
heard many such testimonials of grateful 
feeling from the sick and wounded. 

Sach were the glad expressions that sa- 
luted our first advent into the hospitals of 
Fredericksburg, after a tiresome walk from 
Belle Plain, on the afternoon of May 11th, 


1864. The smiles that greeted us from 


long rows of sunburnt men, stretched upon 
floors of the stores, with nothing but a 
bloody blanket beneath them, was ample 
compensation for the fatigue of our journey. 

The 4th Corps of Relief Agents, was 
assigned to the Fourth Division Second 
Corps Hospital, located principally on Car- 
oline Street. The hospital was already 
well organized and divided into twelve 
wards. Dr Ewing, the Surgeon in charge, 
received us kindly, and assigned us a room 
in the second story of the building at the 
curner of George and Caroline Streets, 
over ward four of our hospital. We re- 
mained there until the efflavia from the 
ward below, and from another which had 
been established in the rooms in the rear, 
on the same floor, compelled us to evacuate 
the preniises. 

Our corps originally consisted of John P. 
Marshall, of College Hill, Massachusetts; 
Dr. Daniel A. Johnson, Rev. Dr. Stock- 
bridge, Capt. John C. Hubbard, and John 
S. Bent, all of Chelsea, Massachusetts, and 
Mr. Noble, Jr., of New York City. Miss 
Helen L. Gilson, was also assigned to our, 
hospital. Dr. Johnson and Mr. Noble were 
removed from our corps for special service 
elsewhere. The remaining members were 
organized into a working parity, as fol- 
lows: 

John P. Marshall had supervision of 
eorps and charge of arrival diet; Captain 
Hubbard had charge of vegetable diet; 
Rev. Dr. Stockbridge had charge of sol- 
diers’ correspondence; Mr. Bent had charge 
of stimulants; Miss Gilson had supervision 
of the cooking department, and distribution 
of clothing, ete. Captain Hubbard was 
healthy, faithful and active. Mr. Bent, 
though not well, much of the time, bore up 
manfully, and by his devotedness, won the 
affectionate regard of all connected with 
the hospital. 

Dr. Stockbridge conducted the corres- 
pondence with fidelity, writing some days 
as many as thirty letters. 

Upon Miss Gilson’s services, we scarce- 
ly dare trust ourselves to comment. Upon 
her experience we relied for counsel, and 
it was chiefly due to her advice and efforts, 
that the work in our hospital went on so 
successfully. Always quite self-possessed 
and prompt in the discharge of duty, she 
accomplished more than any one could for 
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the relief of the wounded, besides being a 
constant example and embodiment of ear- 
nestness for all. Her ministrations were 
always grateful to the wounded men, who 
devotedly loved her for her self-sacrificing 
spirit. “ Said one of the 5th New Jersey in 
our hearing, ‘‘ There isn’t a man in our 
regiment who wouldn’t lay down his life 
for Miss Gilson.”’ 

We have seen the dying man lean his 
head upon her shoulder, while she breathed 
into his ear the soothing prayer that calm- 
ed, soothed and prepared him for his jour- 
ney through the dark valley. 

The Surgeons of our hospital were kind- 
hearted, active young men. The wounded 
and sick were taken just as good care of, by 
them and their assistants, as the state of 
the supplies would permit. The nurses 
were generally attentive and careful. When 
one neglected his duty, he was at once dis- 
charged. ‘The ward-masters of ward 1 and 
2 were men whom we shall always remem- 
ber with gratitude, for their unwearied 
labors in behalf of the badly wounded men 
under their charge. 

We were not required to dress a single 
wound, while connected with the hospital. 
In answer to an inquiry, if it was expected 
of us, the Surgeon assured us it was not, 
but if we desired some experience, we were 
at liberty to dress some simple wounds un- 
der the direction of his assistants. 
wounds were dressed regularly once a day 
in the forenoon, except one or two days, 
when no supplies of lint and bandage could 
be procured. As a proof of the superior 
care taken of the wounded men in our hos- 
pital, we do not remember a single case in 
which the wounds became infested with 
maggots. Out of eleven hundred men who 
were temporary inmates in the hospital, 
only fourteen died. 

Under the direction of Miss Gilson, the 
special diet was prepared, and we cannot 
strongly enough express our sense of the 
invaluable service she rendered in this de- 
partment. The food was always eagerly 
expected and relished by the men, with 
many expressions of praise. Dr. Ewing 
prescribed the diet, and the hours of servy- 
ing it, which were very faithfully observed 
by the agents. 

After Dr. Ewing was summoned to the 
front, Dr. Ribble took charge, maintaining 
the same excellent supervision that char- 
acterized his predecessor. 

These medical men were glad to avail 
themselves of our services, and from the 
first treated us with marked respect and 
kindness—a proof that they recognized the 
utility of the work the Sanitary Commis- 
sion was created to do. 

We can but feel that the presence of ju- 
dicious and cultivated agents of the Sani- 
tary Commission will do much to impress 
more fully upon the Surgeons and nurses 
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the sacred obligation they are under, to 
treat with the utmost tenderness the com- 
monest soldier, who falls in the service of 
our common country. 

At the same time too much care cannot 
be exercised by the agents, not to interfere | 
with the Surgeon’s appropriate duties. By 
showing a disposition to help without in- 
terfering, by doing much and talking little, 
the agents can soon inspire confidence,and 
gain the hearty co operation of the medical 
authorities, in any wise measure for the re- 
lief of the suffering. 

The wounded men need more nourishing, 
or at least a more palatable diet, than is 
provided by the Government authorities. 
We often found men in a weak and feverish 
state, with their beef soup and hard tack 
untasted near them, but glad to get a dish 
of farina or some little article of diet pre- 
pared by Miss Gilson. The lives of men, 
under such circumstances, are often saved 


{ by some simple kind of food, which the 


hospital stores do not furnish, or the cooks 
do not know how to prepare. 

If all the hospital nurses were honest, 
they might be intrusted with the distribu- 
tion of the special diet. But without any 
intention of reflecting very severely upon 
the general character of the men employed 
by Government, we do kiow from per- 
sonal observation that all cannot be trusted 
with the delicacies intended for the wound- 
ed. It becomes necessary that responsible 
men should have charge of the extra diet, 
and see faithfully that each wounded or 
sick man has his shareof the nutriment, 
upon the proper and regular supply of 
which his life depends. 

Nor is it strange that some soldiers, wha 
act as nurses, long deprived of luxuries, 
should be unable to resist temptation, and 
sometimes appropriate to their own use 
the delicacies intended for the wounded. 

The Agents of the Commission, by the ~ 
faithful discharge of their duties, can pre- 
vent all such abuse of trust, and guard the 
interests of the invalid soldier. 

[Remainder in our next number.] 





HOW WE LIVED. 
LETTER FROM REV. MR. POTTER. 
Wuitr Howse, VaA., June, 1864. 
I hardly know whether to laugh or to feel in- 
dignant at the reports I hear concerning the 
luxurious habits of living, in which the Sanitary 
Agents indulge. I did laugh at first, for the 
thought of luxury was so incongruous with all my 
surroundings at the moment, and so far from any 
thing in my experience of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion, that I could hardly believe the charge of 


luxurious living was made seriously. But when 


I saw that it was, I was inclined*to wax indig- 
nant, and to wish that the people who circulate 
and believe such charges, would come out here 
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to see and try this luxurious service them- 
selves. When I read the letter, we had just 
dined, sitting on boxes, off a table constructed 
of rough boards laid on barrels. Our table fur- 
nishings are all tin—just such as the soldiers 
have. Our food is very often served in washba- 
sins—precisely such as we may have used half an 
hour before in dressing wounds—and very sug- 
gestive also of the morning toilet. The dinner, 
to-day, was the best I have seen since leaving 
Washington. It consisted of canned chicken, 
potatoes, apple-sauce, pickles, bread and but- 
ter, and coffee, served in a good deal of confu- 
sion, and with no very special regard to neat- 
ness. Nothing but the good appetites that 
most of us possess, could possibly overcome the 
obstacles of such a dining table. 

I suppose some would say that canned chick- 
en was a luxury, and that we are eating up the 
stores sent for the wounded and sick soldiers. 

_ But the canned chicken, tell the carpers, was a 
rarity. I have never seen it on the table but 
once before. Ourusual meat is salt ham. We 
do not complain, though we do not always 
relish our meats; we expected such discomforts. 
Here, we have been provided for rather better 
than at Fredericksburg or Port Royal. Itis 
necessary for the health of the agents. ‘They 
cannot long work, without good and sufficient 
food, and here some things which would not be 
_ provided for them elsewhere are put upon the 
table, because of the natural unhealthiness of 
the location. Itis a malarious district, and it 
is not well to drink much of the water. We 
sometime have ale. Whatever we have, of 
course comes out of the sanitary stores; and 
this, of course, the public must know, when 
they contribute the funds. The agents can live 
in no other way, and the funds cannot be used 
without the agents. And whoever could see 
how these men work here—working many of 
them night and day, and sleeping only when 
and where they can—could never begrudge 
them their roughly served and often neglected 
meals. And as for luxury in any other shape, 
the term is still more ridiculous, at least as far 
as the agents who follow the army are concern- 
ed.. Even I, who expected hardship, am sur- 
prised to find how little provision is made for 
their comfort. The barges and steamboats are 
filled everywhere with stores, and passengers 
must get along as they can. We sleep, a hun- 
dred or more of us, counting all hands, wher- 
ever we can crowd a straw mattress down, on 
the floor, or on boxes of goods. The mattresses 
and choice places, (if any there be,) are free to 
those who can first get them—the agents, boat- 
men, or ontraband cooks. One night, com- 
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ing on board rather late, I was so unfortunate 
as to get only the edge of a bale, where I was 
conscious all night of an effort to hold on, lest 
I should slip over the railing of the deck. It 
may have been an attitude of luxury, but it did 
not strike me so at the time? And whatever the 
attitude may be at night, comfortable or uncom- 
fortable, and however well disposed one may 
be to sleep, there is always the possibility, very 
frequently made actual, of being called up at 
any hour, to go,it may be a mile or. more, 
through rain and dark and mud, to feed a train 
of wounded and suffering men. This is a part 
of the work we came to do, and we do it un- 
complainingly, but we do not call it a luxurious 
mode of life. 

Nor did those of our number who were detailed 
the other day to go up to Washington as nurses 
on a boat, where there were only three surgeons 
with four hundred wounded men, and who were 
almost the only nurses on board, and who had 
to do every kind of service for thirty-six hours 
for these men, dressing their wounds, cooking 
for them, as well as for themselves, and serving 
them, not only as care-takers but in the most 
menial ways, consider their service as a mode 
of luxury. They were glad, and felt honored, 
to perform it, there being no one else to do it. 
But I did not intend to go into this long story. 
It will serve, however, to show you something 
of our style of living, which was what you wish- 
ed to know. I felt moved, too, to defend these 
Sanitary Agents whom I know nak against 
so false a charge, not on my own account, for I 
am but a temporary volunteer among them, but 
because of their own long and faithful service. 

HOSPITAL NOTES FOR FRIENDS AT 

HOME. 


RAPPAHANNOCK RIVER, STEAMER ead i 
Sunpay P. M., May 29, 1864. 


After my experience here with the Sanitary 
Commission, I only wish I had the ‘‘gift of 
tongues,” that I might place a fair record on 
paper of its operations, and give some hints by 
which you at home could realize the work it is 
doing for the nation, for the army, for the hos- 
pitals and for the wounded. But even now, 
with all my intimate connection with these ac- 
tive operations in this gigantic campaign, I de- 
clare to you that I do not know where to begin 
in my eulogy, for I do not yet begin to realize 
myself one ha'f of its beneficent work. In the 
first place it is always ahead in every thing. It 
reaches a new base as soon as there are soldiers 
to protect it; it is at work establishing hospit- 
als and providing necessary stores long before 
the government machinery begins to move; and 
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its red flags are seen every where with the stars 
and stripes, establishing its feeding stations, 
and its depots of supplies. 


WHAT BECOMES OF THE MONEY ? 

People ask at home, and it is a natural ques- 
tion, for they can form no conception of the 
vast field it covers in its operations, ‘‘ what can 
the Sanitary do with all this money? Their 
present funds should last them till the war is 
over.” Let them try to realize the wants and 
necessary comforts to be supplied to a hundred 
wounded men. The rolls of bandages to cover 
legs, arms and bodies; the lint, clothing, shirts, 
drawers, and stockings; the pillows and pads 
for stumps; the bedticks, slings, and bedpans; 
the hay for bedding, the tents, blankets and 
slippers; the oakum for wounds; the crutches, 
fans and basins; sponges, drinking cups and 
spoons, each man requiring more or less of each 
of these and a hundred other things for his out- 
ward comfort, for the soothing of shattered 
limbs or aching wounds. And then the articles 
of food, embracing every necessary stimulant, 
oranges, lemons, soft bread, oat meal for gruel, 
farina, cordials, canned and dried fruits, vege- 
tables and meats, condensed milk and coffee, 
sugar and tobacco, eggs and crackers, and a 
long list besides, and all this not for one man, 
nor a hundred, nor a thousand, but for tens of 
thousands in one department only of the vast 
campaign. 

It is also to be remembered that in Virginia 
the work is not simply with or in the midst of 
the army, nor alone upon the battle field; it is 
spread over vast tracts of country through which 
the army sweeps, where has been left its wound- 
ed, in the wilderness or on the plains. Its sta- 
tions are established not only where it is abso- 
lutely known they will be needed, but where 
there may be a possibility of want. All this re- 
quires comprehensive forethought, prompt and 
energetic action, unwearied labor in an infinite 
detail. Of some articles the requirements are 
enormous. Condensed milk by the ton. Shirts 
by the tens of thousands, ice and hay by the 
cargo, and so on with the long list of supplies. 
And this material has to be transported by 
wagon trains from one base to another, forage 
for horses has to be provided, drivers have to 
be paid, steamers chartered, and coal consumed; 
indeed it is a gigantic machinery, and as bene- 
ficent in its ministry as it is vast in its propor- 
tions. I understand that the cash expenditure 
for May will be $250,000, and this does not in- 
clude the material contributed, nor the supplies 
sent to its central depots as a gift; and all this 
is well applied; the percentage of waste is very 
8 mall; indeed, I have yet to see the first can of 





meats or coffee misused, the first bottle of 
liquors uselessly consumed, or the first article 
which is placed thus in the hands of its agents 
sacrificed either by careless or injudicious use, 


ITS MANAGEMENT. 


If I had the time, I would go into some de- 
tail of the hospital management in Fredericks- 
burg, but I can only say that on our arrival 
there, the military authorities took possession 
of houses, stores, churches and all public build- 
ings. Each Army Corps had its hospital de- 
partment, the city being divided in such a man- 
ner that each wounded man as he arrived was 
sent to the street or building which represented 
the Division of the Corps to which he belonged. 
These buildings were divided into wards, and 
corps of nurses were assigned to them and held 
responsible for their proper management. Our 
Ninth Corps’ Hospitals on the Heights of Fred- 
ericksburg were sadly destitute. Our buildings 
were overcrowded. From mansions of grand- 
est proportions, to leaky sheds and out-houses, 
crumbling to decay, our wounded men found 
shelter. But it was little more than shelter. 
As closely as men could lie side by side, they 
were packed in upon the hard floors, some with- . 
out blankets and many without shirts. I can- 
not tell the story of individual suffering; I can- 
not tell how we lived and worked through those — 
days and nights, bringing order out of chaos 
and comparative comfort out of the most fear- 
ful suffering. I can only remember scenes and 
sounds and smells as we sometimes look back ° 
upon some long agony. Men feverish and 
weary, with aching wounds and shattered 
limbs, so patient, hopeful, resigned and uncom. - 
plaining. As the days passed by, each hour 
brought amore liberal supply of hospital stores, 
and before the evacuation we had our more im- 
mediate wants supplied. The central store of — 
supplies of the Sanitary, occupied the warehouse 
of the infamous Mayor Slaughter; it was here 
that the wagon trains were unloaded as they 
came up from Belle Plain, and from these 
stores our requisitions were answered for every 
variety of supplies which our hospitals required. 

I have in my book a memorandum of our re- 
quisitions for our five or six hundred men, and 
in looking it over I am amazed to see how large 


- our daily drafts were upon this central store. 


HUNDREDS OF LIVES SAVED. 


It is an unquestionable fact that the Sanitary 
Commission has saved in this campaign hun- 
dreds of lives simply from its food. There 
would have been deaths without number from 
actual starvation, if we had not had an abun- 
dance of stores upon the spot, for I saw and fed 
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many who were in the last stages of exhaustion 
and who must have died if we had not been able 
to relieve them. ; 

Aside, however, from any personal matters, 
the Sanitary Commission has done, perhaps, the 
noblest Christian work of any age. Always 
fresh with warm and tender sympathies, ever 
constant with its sweetest ministries, never 
failing with its living consolations, it comforts 
sorrowing homes, it whispers to dying hearts, 
and it bends with an untiring devotion over 
those who have seemed to be on the verge of 
the dark valley, but who have come out at last 
into the bright sunlight again, in God’s good 
Providence and love; and if there is one song 
on earth which the angels may also chant in 
heaven, itis, ‘‘Inasmuch as ye did it unto the 
least of these my brethren, ye did it unto me.” 

R., 
Relief Agent. 





EXTRACTS FROM OUR JOURNAL. 
AE COIry. POINT. | 


Three cars were loaded for Cedar Level 
to-day, consigned to Mr. Butler, at the 
Commissary Depot at that place, where we 
have a Field Depot. They contained: 


74 bbls. potatoes. 
63 ‘© onions. 


10 bbls. cranberries. 
53 ** pickled cucumbers. 
27 “ green apples. 27 <‘* pickled tomatoes. 
1 ‘* tomatoesincans. | 2 “ beets. 
Making 257 bbls, in all. 


Dr. Douglas visited the hospitals of the 
10th A. C. at Point of Rocks. The arrange- 
ments are excellent, and the use of Flies 
alone for hospital purposes appeared to be 
most admirable. Inquired of Dr. Potter, 
Surgeon-in-charge, what views he had as 
the result of his experience in regard to the 
use of Flies alone. He highly approved 
of their use for all cases of sickne:s or of 
wounds at this season of the year. Said 
they furnished during yesterday’s rain quite 
as complete a protection as the tent. 

The working organization of the Com- 
mission at this point is as follows: 

Dr. J. H. Douglas, Associate Secretary 
in charge. 

Dr. Alexander McDonald, Inspector and 
Executive Officer. 

Dr. Wm. F. Swalm, Inspector and Con- 
troller of Issues. 

Mr. Jno. A. Anderson, Supt. of Trans- 
portation and Supplies. 

Mr. Chas. S. Clampitt, Chief Storekeeper. 

Mr. Jas. J. Brooks, Purveyor. 

Mr. J. Warner Johnson, Superintendent 
Field Relief. 

Mr. Frank B. Fay, Superintendent Aux- 
iliary Relief. 

The whole force here, including all em- 
ployed by the Commission, numbers about 
220 men. 


There were sent to the front via Cedar 
Level this P. M.: 
re bbls. potatoes. 


48 ‘* onions. 
46 <‘* beets. Total, 462 bbls. 


July 22, 1864. 

Last night about eleven o‘clock the re- 
port was brought to the office that the Ken- 
nedy was filling with water rapidly. All 
hands were roused, and the cargo which 
had been transferred from the Liberty and 
Thomson was rapidly put back upon the 
Thomson, until the water ceased to gain 
upon the pumps. It was long after mid- 
night when work ceased. It is gratifying 
to record that every man worked with a 
will and an energy which is rarely witness- 
ed, showing a personal interest in the 
saving of the cargo. 

We were requested yesterday by Capt. 
Pitkin, A. Q. M., to loan one tug, S. E. 
Brown, to bring up a schooner of supplies 
for Gen. Grant and Staff. The tug was im- 
mediately turned over temporarily to Capt. 
Pitkin, and received her sailing orders to 
proceed to the Potomac River, and even to 
Alexandria, in seareh of the said schooner. 

Sent to Cedar Level to-day: 


494 bbls. potatoes. 


303 “ onions. 
142 “ beets. 
1 bbl. saur kraut. 
1 “ pickles. Total, 941 bbls. 


July 23d, 1864. 


Sent by rail to Cedar Level: 

45 bbls. tomatoes. 

1 bbl. cs (large. ) 
780 boxes ‘ 
2 bbls. potatoes. 
Soe ONLONE, 
3 * beets. 
1 bbl. cranberries. 
Total, 887 bbls. and boxes. 


Vegetables for want of wharf room are 
sent to Cedar Level, subject to the order of 
Mr. Johnson, who goes from Division to 
Division of the Army, and gives orders 
upon our Vegetable Depot, as he in his 
judgment deems best. To-day we have 
supplied our own Field Stations belonging 
to the 5th, 9th, and 18th Army Corps, and 
to the Stations in the Depot Hospital at 
this point, attached to the 10th, 18th, 2d, 
9th, and 5th Army Corps; also to the Post 
Hospital at Bermuda Hundred, at City 
Point, and at Wilson’s Landing. 

Secretary Seward and daughters were here 
to-day. Left about noon. 

Two rebel batteries are planted on the 
river above Bermuda Hundred and below 
our fleet. The dispatch boat is fired at 
every day. 


City Point, July 24th, 1864, 


Drs. McDonald, Swalm and Douglas went 
to the front. Visited the Field Stations of 
the Sanitary Commission of the 5th and 
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9th Corps. Called at the head-quarters of 
the Army of the Potomac. Had a very 
satisfactory interview with Dr. McParlin. 
Called on Dr. McDonald, Medical Direc- 
tor 9th A. C. Learned from him that the 
most marked effects had been observed 
upon the health of the troops after the in- 
troduction of vegetables. Dr. McParlin 
said that the army was improving in health 
at the present time. 

Most of the cases of sickness were mild 
cases of fever, or exhaustion which would 
yield with quiet and rest in hospital. The 
hospitals in the front are admirably man- 
aged; in most respects more comfortable 
than those at City Point. 

The army is well supplied with vegeta- 
bles with the exception of onions, which 
have always been scarce, though more de- 
sired than any other. 


LETTER FROM Bric. GEN. CUTTER. 


HEAD-QUARTERS 4TH Dtv., 5TH A. C., \ 
July 21st, 1864, 
J. W. JOHNSON, EsqQ., 
Agent Sanitary Commission: 

Str—I have received your order for a 
supply of fresh vegetables to be issued to 
the men of my command; allow me to say 
that in my judgment, the Commission can- 
not do better than to continue their efforts 
in that direction. <A supply of vegetables 
not only contributes to the present comfort 
of the men, but itis the surest preventive 
of those army scourges, diarrhea, scurvy 
and dysentery. Three years’ service with 
this army has very fully confirmed me in 
the opinion that no where can men be more 
healthy than in the army, with a proper 
diet, of which vegetables are an indispen- 
sable element. 

Your Commission seem to be acting upon 
the adage ‘‘ that an ounce of prevention is 
worth a pound of cure.”” I hope they will 
adhere to that opinion. 

Very respectfully, 


L. CutTtTEr, 
Brig. Gen. Commanding Division. 


The following letter was sent in by Mr. 
Johnson: 
HEAD-QUARTERS, 18TH A. C., NEAR PETERSBURG, } 
July 27th, 1864. f 
Mr. J. WARNER JOHNSON, 
Supt. Field Relief, Sanitary Commission: 
Str—Please present the thanks of the 
men and officers of this Corps to the Sani- 
tary Commission for the very large and 
seasonable supply of fresh vegetables just 
received from you. The potatoes and on- 
ions were much wanted, as scurvy began 
to threaten, and the two hundred and fifty 
boxes of tomatoes answer the same purpose, 
as well as prevent the men feeling heavily 
the recent reduction in the rations. 
I am, sir, with respect, 
Yours truly, 
HE. O. C. ORD. 


RELIEF WORK IN BOSTON. 


Boston, July 1st, 1864. 
F. N. Knapp, 
Associate Secretary, Washington: 


My Dear Str—On behalf of the Executive ~ 


Committee of Boston Associates, I submit here- 
with a Report concerning the Special Relief 
Service of the Commission as administered in 
this city, under:the direction of our Committee, 
for the quarter ending June 30, 1854. 

The number of recipients for this period has 
been 5,416 as compared with 5,455 for the pre- 
vious quarter, and the total number registered 
for the fifteen months during which the service 
has been administered, is 16,606. 

For the quarter ending June 30, 1864, the 
following is the record of ‘‘aid rendered:” 
Furnished Transportation at Government rate to.. 

ff ne paid by Commission ... . 
by U. S, Quarter-Master 64 
‘*¢ Carriage within the city 83 
** Special attendance § their homes ..... 


1,735 
2 


6é ce 


‘¢ | (LOAgINg |... see eee ae are errrs 3S 5 3,109 
66)" Meals (jin) ais dike ete iets apie sia Rieter eters el nae 3,904 
$6 Clothing .\ J Ou ea, air tete nants ane ate 13 
«s Aid in arranging papers............. 2 2D, 
* Aid in obtaining pay 3c. une seek eet 32 
‘* Medical advice....... jnis. page te see e Nr 142 . 
Wounds Dressed}... 02020.2eu) een aiee seen eee een 1,565 
Procured Commutation of Rations. ....... .. «+. 
Loaned Money............. did ole) Jae elarote tate etaratile 51 
Gave Money *...0. 2 oo ce. oeteleiea) ie ieiatein eee le neeia ens 26 
Sent ito Hospital 2h) Guy kane cers Ree ols recta 18 
Referred to Local Relief Associations ............- 2 
Deaths 3203.6 wave vee byasihe i Slee sata ete eter ete eats ieee 1 
Furnished Undertaker’s services ............ ---+- if 
Amount of Pay collected .........+. ok Saar $4,030 91 
Daily average number of Soldiers Registered .. 59346 


‘These are apportioned to their respective | 


States as follows: Maine, 2,121; New Hamp- 
shire, 231; Vermont, 24; Massachusetts, 2,229; 
Connecticut, 13; Rhode Island, 15; New York, 
37; New Jersey, 1; Pennsylvania, 8; Maryland, 
2; District of Columbia, 23; Ohio, 3; Illinois, 8, 
Iowa, 3; Minnesota, 2; Wisconsin, 4; Missouri; 
6; Indiana, 3; North Carolina, 2; Georgia, 2; 
Louisiana, Michigan, Arkansas, Kentucky, 
Tennessee, Alabama, 1 each; U. S. Army, 137; 


U. S. Navy, 56; Veteran Reserve Corps, 478; © 


Corps D’Afrique, 2. . Total, 5,416. 

The following supplies have been drawn 
from the Supply Department of the ‘‘ New Eng- 
land Women’s Auxiliary Association:” 


12 woolen shirts, 24 cotton shirts, 24 woolen 3 


drawers, 24 cotton drawers, 60 pairs socks, 469 
slings, 1 dressing gown, 5 lots bandages, and 6 
pairs crutches; also, 1 lot of old rags for use of 
Pemberton Square (Mason General) Hospital. 

1,735 orders have been issued upon respect- 
ive roads for transportation at Government 
rate, and 61 furnished by the U. S. Quartermas- 
ter. 

8,080 meals have been furnished to 3,904 men, 
at a cost of $2,700.79, showing an average of 
23, meals per man, and an average cost of 333 
cents per meal. 

$143.94 has been loaned or given to 35 men, 
being an average of $4.11 per man. Of this 
amount $52.78 has been returned, being 7;ths 
of the whole amount, 16 of the 35 men have 
returned the amounts loaned them. 

137 men have been furnished with 382 arti- 
les of clothing, being an average number of 
§ articles per man. , 

The total cost of the service for the quarter 

has been $6,070,238, classified as follows: 
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entrain Maer oe sacs cc ceo e ahs va. eacie cedgevae 


$247 00 

Harnishaa ead RSPAS), ./wis'e/iccee «ccee clea dees 200 60 
a NCOR ME ae Sead. Wicicig Sesiel. citi ace Casciaescae 6 « 718 65 
Traveling EEXPCHECA dela diaidalre ws'sa aot e et hate «ats « 45 00 
Advertning....... |... 21 00 
Stationery and Printing... rea eat oF 575 47 
MROREAS Chama Selsisinate stalevera gids cist dws ¥'<e sd w'se'e 22 00 
POSADA SLOMEE lees, sald sieijaie a)a ieee Wis'c a sass seis 105 94 
*Superintendent’s Expense ACCOUDM Eat sida a celae 8,643 81 
Miscellaneous...... BA ASIN Malcinleia'<i die’ os 0; sce 104 40 
$6,0 070 23 


The average cost per man of the service for 
the quarter, as shown, is $1,043, as compared 
with $1,08 for the previous quarter, showing a 
reduction of 34 cents. 

The average cost per man, of the service for 
the successive quarters since its inauguration, 
is as follows: 


Quarter ending PUM SOM USCS! sis'e: sls) dielheie.aie $2 35 
PeMterals L8G. waclalac ees 1 28 
se “ WOCR ALS LEN .).c/le iret beds yee mass 
es a March dbs US64 oer. cies eie 1:08 
a es June 380, 1864 See yee -. 1 04% 


The following stafement exhibits the result . 


of the Hospital Car Service between New York 
~ and Boston for the quarter ending June 30, 
1864: 


Number of Soldiers transported...... 3,405 « 
Total cost of the Service .... ....... $373 86 


Average cost per man, 10,%c., which is a re- 
duction of 103c. from the previous quarter. 

The following supplies have been furnished 
for use on these cars, viz.: Brandy, whisky and 
wine, 5 bottles each; 1 bottle cologne, 1 bottle 
ammonia, 1 roll plaster, 1 bottle pills, 1 bottle 
cough mixture, 1 dozen cakes soap, 2 gallons 
oil, 1 dust brush, 1 feather duster, 2 packages 
lint and bandages. 

During the last quarter the Special Relief 
Service at this point has assumed increased im- 
portance. The movement of well soldiers, upon 
furlough, has almost entirely ceased, and while 
the number of arrivals continues nearly as great 
as at any previous time, they are almost exclu- 
sively wounded or sick men going to their 
homes upon short furloughs, to recruit, or in 
process of transfer from one hospital to an- 
_ other. 

The emergencies which the establishment 
has proved itself able to meet, without disturb- 
ing its ordinary routine, has, of late, been strik- 
ingly illustrated. Upon one occasion, within a 
space of an hour and three-quarters, 390 wound- 
ed men were received, their wounds dressed, 
and dinner given them (each man selecting, ac- 
cording to his taste, from a bill of fare.) At 
the appointed hour every man was comfortably 
aboard the train provided for their transporta- 
tion to Augusta, Maine, and the train supplied 
through our agency with requisite applances 
for their comfort. Of this number, 301 re- 
quired to be brought to our rooms in carriages, 
and so taken again to their train. ‘The regular 





* Classification of eer endent® Expense Account: 


WAP OCGAULOM «ci. 2c aisfyodaieeiecies ae $361 00 
LTSVELING TUXPCHSES... 6.00 scee crcce 98 27 
ON GRO Re tide! dc ais wie (sje eae o'6''e 2,709 79 
PEPPER UCIT sata ats ainia)s <i peels) 6s euse's 8 56 
PR NEM ea SE AS S's hice ces cae’ oe 55 80 
VSS ELI ENN area cle a: aa Sisio a oemiens si.4 « 170 66 
PS ERE RIE da Mer oistiaie s+) .5 14.4 a6 he ee sie’ 80 00 
Money loaned and:given .......... 143 94 
OCR GIns tisha cae ueleca > «4 itera dos 6 45 
TCR Stel uke cide nes dae 97 09 
Undertaker’s Services........ dasinkn iy at, OO 


ordinary record was made in the case of every 
man. His name, regiment, company, name of 
officer, place of residence, wound and condi- 
tion, and aid rendered being correctly entered 
upon the register. 

An arrangement has been recently concluded 
by which we are enabled to draw rations from 
Government for all furloughed men, whom we 
furnish with meals. Our communication with 
the Commissary Department at Washington in 
relation to this matter, has been of the most 
satisfactory character, our views having been 
met in the most cordial and liberal manner. 
It gives us pleasure, also, to add that our rela- 
tions with all Government and State officers at 
this point are altogether satisfactory and agree- 
able. 

Iam, my dear sir, with great regard, 

Very respectfully yours, 
Jno. S. BuaAtTcHFORD, 


For Exec. Com. of Boston Associates of 
U.S. Sanitary Commission. 





PROTECTIVE i 
Way-OGlaim Association 


OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK. 


OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 


INGO YS Ress Se 








President. 
Lizut.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Vice-Presidents. 
-Hon. HAMILTON FISH. 
JOHN J. CISCO, Esa. 
ADMIRAL DUPONT. 
RUDOLPH A. WITTHAUS, Ese, 


Treasurer. 
ROBT. B. MINTURN, Esa. 


Directors. 

Hons. E. D. MORGAN, GEORGE OPDYKE, 
HIRAM BARNEY, JAS. W. BEEKMAN. Rev. 
H. W. BELLOWS, D.D. Messrs. JOHN JACOB 
ASTOR, JAMES BROWN, WM. H. ASPINWALL, 
JAS GALLATIN, HOWARD POTTER, WM. E. 
DUDGE, Jr., THEODORE ROOSEVELT, PETER 
COOPER, GEORGE BANCROFT, DANIEL LORD, 
ek ’G. HUNT, ROBT. L. STUART, ALFRED 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Sec’y, 
35 CHAMBERS STREET, New York. 





OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION, 


Ist. To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being 
made against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
lies needing tt, 
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THE U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, 1861, in accordance with the reeommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. §. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi-" 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shiras, U. S. A. 

R ©. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen’l U.S. A. 
Wolcot: Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Hove, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I, 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, IIL. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stillé. “ 33 
fizra B. McCagg, Chicago, Ill. 


OFFICERS: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. — 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. 8. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrangements 
for supplying information gratuitously, with regard to 
patients in all the United States General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England States, East- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
** Office of Sanitary Conimission, Washington, D. C.’’ 


For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address ‘‘ Office of 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
6 iphia.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Illinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address ‘‘Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky.”’ 


In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
was when last heard from, If the application is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail; if in person, 
it will be answered at once; or if by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
expense. 


as Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely disseminating 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army, 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. — 


The Sanitary Commission, under special author- 
ity of the President of the United States, maintains. 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
safe conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put 
in its charge for the sick and wounded at points 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
equal care and generosity at all points—at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at 
Chattanooga—its distributions being governed by a 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
societies, and all disposed to aid the sick and 
wounded, without reference to States or localities, 
but simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their offerings: 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. ; 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 — 
South Sharp Street, Baltimorg Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95. 
Bank Street, Cleveland, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, Il. d 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad-— 
am’s Block, Buffalo, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penn. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 
Pees ae Commission, Branch Depot, Columbus, 

110. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 


The Commission receives no pecuniary aid what- 
ever from the Goyernment, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the public for 
the means of sustaining its operations. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 
68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


General Superintendent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Washings 
ton, D. GC, Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. 

Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Wash- 
ington, D. C, 

Soldier’s Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Boston. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between 13th and 14th Streets, 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station. 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D. C. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio—Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill.—C. N. Shipman, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 


Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, Sup’t. ~~ 
* James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 


Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.—L. Crane, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio——, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio—Joseph Jerome, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.—C. W. 
Christy, Sup’t and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, Sup’t. 


AGENCY FOR PENSIONS. 
William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washington, D. 0 


HOSPITAL CARS, 


Between Washington and New York—Sol. Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon in charge. 

Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 

Between Louisville and Murtreesboro’—Dr, J. P, Bar- 
num, Surgeon in charge, 


SANITARY STEAMER, 
Cumberlané River— New Duunleith, 
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(Opposite Hudson River Railroad Depot,) 
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No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 
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Masonic Hall, Phi.adelphia. 
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No. 246 Baltimore St., Baltimore. 
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Total Amount of Assets, January 1,1864 .../....... eae eee $3,140,930 80 
Total Amount ‘of Premiums}. 25). 5 2. ae ee eee Bee png alr 3,252,256 76 
Excess of Earned Premiums over Losses, &c. .......-. Prem hs 1,137,063 33 
Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies.....,. 441,206 49 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 


OF NOG eee vee ee ce be ne be abe pee hele Ieee ae 269,614 80 
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LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Risks on which the Premium is paid im like Currency. 
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signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 


Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 
PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks : 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 
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premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
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Tue Sanrrary ComMIssion BULLETIN is published 
on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as t 
has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 
copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium for 
adwertising. 

All conumunications must be addressed to the Ed- 
itor, at the office, 823 Broadway, and must be au- 
thenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 

As the continuance of the publication of the But- 
LETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, 
and on the resources of the U. 8S. Sanitary Com- 
mission—the Standing Oommittee feels a certain de- 
gree of reluctance to solicit subscriptions for it—and 
thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a 
definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of 
their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give 
notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Srrone, 68 Wall Street, or No. 
823 Broadway, New York,) will secure its being sent 
to such contributor during the remainder of the cur- 
rent year, unless its publication be sooner discon- 

tinued. 
Vou. I.—No, 21. 41 


“FEDERAL ATROCITIES.” 


The London Times says that we carry on 
our war against the Slaveholders’ Rebellion 
‘‘with a cruelty that far surpasses anything 
that can be laid to the charge of England, 
though the lapse of eighty years has soft- 
ened war’s manners and has caused hu- 
manity to be respected even in the camp.” 
This is the repetition of an old story. For 
the last three years English peers and 
statesmen in Parliament and out of it have 
been making the ‘‘unprecedented inhu- 
manity and barbarity” of our soldiers a 
most telling point in their oratorical apolo- 
gies for slavery. 

All this talk has had some effect in the 
circle of gentle and kind-hearted women 
in my little town, who have been busily 
working for the relief of our army, through 
the Sanitary Commission, ever since the 
war began. ‘They look at each other and 
ask in whispers, are we really working for 
an army of cut-throats and ruffians, whose 
brutalities and atrocities exceed even those 


_ of the British soldiers, who stormed Bada- 


jos and Ciudad Rodrigo? We know war 
is a cruel business, but are the violence and 
brutality of our armies really unprecedent- 
ed? If what these disinterested English 
outsiders say be true, we feel as if we 
ought to do no more work for men whose 
atrocities actually exceed the incredible 
horrors of which we read in history. 

This is natural enough. We were all 
brought up to reverence England, and the 
grandfather of Mrs. Sniperfidgets, Presi- 
dent of our Soldiers’ Relief Society, is said 
to have been fourth cousin to the brother- 
in-law of a gentleman quite nearly related 
to the British Peerage. She is therefore 
naturally regarded as an authority as to the 
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opinions of the aristocracy of Europe, and 
she assures us that we are regarded in the 
‘‘highest circles” abroad as conducting 
this war in a spirit of fiendish atrocity and 
ferocity, unknown since the days of Louis 
XIV. and the devastation of the Palatin- 
ate, and which British humanity could not 
endure for a single day. 

Now it is quite true that soldiers in ac- 
tive service are sometimes guilty of crimi- 
nal violence. No doubt there have been 
such cases among our hundreds of thou- 
sands of enlisted men—though the only 
reason I have for so believing is the ap- 
pearance of an occasional newspaper para- 
graph, at long intervals, stating that Private 
so-and-so was duly hanged day before yes- 
terday for some such offence. But this 
misfortune occasionally happens to people 
in civil life. 

I wish, however, to show my humane and 
sensitive friends through the columns of 
the Bunuetm that whatever ‘atrocities 
and barbarities”’ our soldiers have commit- 
ted are not in the least degree ‘‘ unprece- 
dented,” and that the worst charges ever 
brought against them, true or false, fall far 
short of what a British historian records 
of British soldiers, in a campaign of which 
he was an eye witness, and which was con- 
ducted not ‘‘eighty years ago,” but six. 

IT have before me a copy of ‘‘ My Diary 
in India, in the year 1858-9, by William 
‘Howard Russell, LL.D., Special Corres- 
pondent of ‘The Times.’ In two volumes. 
London: Routledge & Co., 1860.” Mr. 
Russell is a cool man of the world, and an 
experienced observer of campaigns, and 
this is the last considerable war in which 
our peace-loving philanthropic British crit- 
ics have thought it profitable to engage. 

‘Their persecution of the Maoris and their 
shelling and burning of a Japanese port or 
two, are more recent to be sure, but these 
are mere retail transactions, charged to 
the account of ‘‘ petty cash,” and are not 
entered in detail in the books of the Brit- 
ish Empire. Let us see with what entire 
freedom from ‘‘cruelty” this East Indian 
campaign against native princes, whose ti- 
tles date back for centuries, and who had 
risen against a foreign commercial tyranny, 
established among them partly by force 
and partly by fraud, was conducted by the 


_ ‘will haunt me to my dying hour.’ 


humane and merciful armies of Great 
Britain. 


On page 222, Vol. I, Mr. Russell tells us 
that ‘‘when Neill marched from Allahabad, 
his executions were so numerous and indis- | 
criminate, that one of the officers attached 
to his column had to remonstrate with him, 
on the ground that if he depopulated the 
country he could get no supplies for the men.” 

Just imagine one of Gen. Sherman’s 
staff advising him that if he would persist 
in exterminating all the people on his line 
of march through Tennessee and Georgia, 
he would have difficulty in obtaining sub- 
sistence and forage ! 1% 


At Lucknow, Mr. Russell ufos us, 
(Vol. I, p. 301,) a certain house, occupied 
by rebels, was desperately defended. It 
was shattered by artillery at last, and then 
stormed. ‘‘Some of the Sepoys were still 
alive, and they,” we are told, ‘‘ were merci- 
Sully killed. But for some reason or other, 
which could not be explained, one of the 
number was dragged out to the sandy plain 
outside the house, he was pulled by the 
legs to a convenient place, where he was 
held down, pricked in the face and body by 
the bayonets of some of the soldiery, while 
others collected fuel for a small pyre, and 
when all was ready, the man was roasted 
alive. There were Englishmen looking on. 
More than one officer saw it. No one of- 
fered to interfere. The horror of this in- 
fernal cruelty was aggravated by an attempt 
of the miserable wretch to escape when half 


| burned to death. By a sudden effort he 


leaped away, and with the flesh hanging 
from his bones ran a few yards ere he was 
caught, brought back, put on the fire 
again, and held there by bayonets till his 
remains were consumed. ‘And his cries, 
and the dreadful scene,’ said my friend, 
“Why 
did’nt you interfere? ‘I dared not.’” 
Mr. Russell adds, in a foot note, ‘‘I saw 
the charred bones some days after, on the 
plain.” (P. 302.) 


There is no evidence that any officer or 
soldier of our army, who renounced his 
allegiance and military fidelity, (like this 
unlucky Sepoy,) and went over to the reb- 
els, has up to this time been roasted alive 
by any squad of patriotic and zealous Un- 
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ionists, belonging to a New York or New 
England’ Regiment. 

“‘T must confess,” says Mr. Russell, on 
p. 320 of the same volume, ‘‘that I do not 
altogether approve of anything but the ex- 
 traordinary courage and _ self-possession 
which marked his (Hodson’s) conduct in 
shooting down the sons of the King of 
Delhi, but” &e. 7 

If one of our Colonels should capture a 
batch of blue-blooded rebel ‘‘ Congress- 
men,” and finding it doubtful whether he 
could carry them safely to headquarters, 
should proceed to blow their brains out, 
seriatim, I think the London Times and 
Lord Brougham would see little to approve 
in his ‘‘courage and self-possession.” 

It would seem that the armies of Eng- 
land made a most ungenerous use of the 
religious superstitions of these luckless 
Orientals, to render their death more bit- 
ter. Mr. Russell is unfortunately not very 
explicit on this subject, but his remarks 
suggest a great deal. ‘‘All these kinds of 
vindictive, unchristian Indian torture,” he 

says, (vol. 2, p. 48,) “such as sewing Mo- 
hammedans in pig-skins, and smearing 
them with pork-fat before execution, and 
burning their bodies, and forcing Hindoos 
to defile themselves, are disagraceful, and 
ultimately recoil on ourselves. They are 
spiritual and mental tortures to which we 
have no right to resort.” 

So England treats her Oriental rebels. 
What would she say if we followed her ex- 
ample, {at a remote and humble distance,) 
and obliged every chivalric South Caroli- 
nian prisoner to take a liberated black man 
for his chum and bed-fellow ? 

** One of the civilians of the station who 
visited me,” says Mr. Russell, (vol. 2, p. 
82,) “boasted that he had hanged fifty- 
four men in a few hours, for plundering a 
village.” Mr. R. thought the proceeding 
rather strong, but his friend regarded it 
with ‘‘intense satisfaction, and regretted 
that he had not more of the same work to 
do.” Suppose General Rosecranz should 
‘hang fifty-four men for plundering a vil- 
lage in Missouri !” 

On page 295 of vol. 2 Mr. Russell says: 
“JT heard a man tell a‘story’;which aston- 
ished me, not the tale so much, for I had 
heard many of them, as the way he told it 


—a very worthy man, no doubt, but what 
he said was this: Ona certain occasion, in 
a recent celebrated action, a place to which 
I shall not more particularly allude, [poli- 
tic Russell !] was strongly occupied by the 
enemy. Our men carried it-with great gal- 
lantry, and bursting in, proceeded to kill 
all whom they found inside. The work 
was nearly completed, when this officer 
perceived a number of Sepoys crouching 
upon the flat roof of the enclosure. They 
had been firing on our men, but seeing the 
terrible fate of their comrades, they sought 
to escape notice, and had taken to this 
place of refuge. They made signs to the 
officer that they would surrender, and he 
ordered them to come down the narrow 
staircase leading from the roof, and as the 
first Sepoy appeared, he told the man to 
take off his belt and pouch and to lay it 
with his musket down upon the ground. 
The same thing he did with each succeed- 
ing Sepoy, till he had got them all, fifty- 
seven in number, upon which, he said, I 
fell them in against the wall, and told some 
Sikhs, who were handy, to polish them off. 
This they did immediately, shooting and 
bayoneting them, so that altogether they 
were disposed of in a couple of minutes.’’ 
This prompt execution of justice was 
doubtless most creditable to Great Britain. 
Our national soldiers have never ventured 
on anything so masculine and vigorous. 

At Lucknow, Mr. R. tells us, (vol. 1, p. 
348,) ‘‘after the Fusileers had got to the 
gateway, a Cashmere boy came toward the 
post, leading a blind and aged man, and 
throwing himself at the feet of an officer, 
asked for protection. That officer, as I 
was informed by his comrades, drew his 
revolver, and snapped it at the wretched 
applicant’s head. The men cried ‘shame 
on him.’ Again he pulled the trigger, 
again the cap missed—again he pulled, and 
once more the weapon refused its task. 
The fourth time—thrice had he time to re- 
lent—the gallant officer succeeded, and the 
boy’s life-blood flowed at his feet !” 

Whether this ornament to the service 
was promoted for his ‘‘distinguished con- 
duct” in this affair does not appear, but 
what would we American barbarians have 
said, if Gen. Butler, for example, walking 
through the streets of New Orleans the day 
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after its surrender, had encountered an 
elderly secessionist with a young son or 
nephew of 12 or 14 accompanying him, and 
had thereupon produced his reyolyer and 
blown out the child’s brains ? 

I think the humane and patriotic women 
who work for our soldiers need give them- 
selves no concern about foreign lamenta- 
tions over their violence and cruelty. No 
armies have ever shown themselves so for- 
bearing and merciful as ours. Our na- 
* tional soldier is, in the language of the 
Morte d’Arthur, ‘‘the kindest man that 
ever struck with sword.” England, at 
least, has no right to charge us with inhu- 
manity, while Mr. Russell’s record of her 
dealings with a rebellious colony at the an- 
tipodes remains uncontradicted. 

A ‘*DistuLUSIONATED ”’ ANGLOMANIAC. 





THE WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 
In THE FIELD. 


Dr. A. N. Read, writes from Nashville, 
on the 3d August, as follows: 

According to your instructions I left 
Nashville the last of April, to give attention 
to the work of the Commission in the field. 

On my arrival at Chattanooga, I con- 
sulted with Surgeon G. Perin, U. S. A, 
and Medical Director, and subsequently 
with Gen. Thomas, as to the best manner 
in which the Commission could aid in the 
care of the sick and wounded. 

The great difficulty was to secure trans- 
portation, and the question arose as to the 
practicability of the Commission furnish- 
ing their own. It was deemed best not to 
do this, but to depend upon Government 
teams. As it was expected that soon after 
the movement of the army, large supplies 
of stores would be needed, I sent you on 
the 27th the following telegram: 


‘Can you send twelve thousand pounds 
of milk, eight thousand bottles of spirits, 
and a general supply of delicacies ? How 


soon ?” Dr. Perin, added the following 
indorsement: ‘‘ Please forward as soon as 
possible.” 


G. Pern, U. 8. A., Medical ie) 
Medical Director’s Office, April 27, 1864. 


I then visited a portion of the troops in 
the field, and at Ottawah a Brigade Hospital 
in charge of Dr. F. M. Cook, Surgeon 101st 
Ohio Regiment. It contained only forty-four 
patients, but they were from different States, 


as follows: Ohio, thirteen; Indiana, ten; Il- 
linois, four; Pennsylvania, one; Iowa, five; 
Michigan, two; Kentucky, nine. I mention 
this, as the doctor showed me a letter from a 
friend of State Agencies, asking him to- 
send for stores for Ohio soldiers exclusive- 
ly, which, as you can see by the inmates of 
his hospital, he justly declined todo. This 
hospital had received some, outside of the 
brigade. The patients all had beds and 
bed-ticks filled with straw. The bunks 
were made by the Surgeon and his attend- 
ants; every sick man had a pillow; the 
beds were clean, the food good, with a 
liberal supply of vegetables, such as pota- 
toes, onions, pickles, ete. They also had 
milk, and every day each man was served 
with stewed fruit. The Surgeon remarked 
that ‘‘all these were obtained from the 
Sanitary Se Shir eh. at could be had in 
no other way.” 

Soon after this visit, the army payanseds 
and. on May Ist, in company with Dr. 
Perin and my brother, I visited Ringgold, 
for the purpose of obtaining a suitable 
room for medical and sanitary stores. We 
took an order from Gen. Thomas, that 
rooms should be furnished us, and secured 
a suitable one for the Purveyor’s stores 
and our own. This accomplished, we re- 
turned, and immediately 175 packages of 
stores were forwarded. 

About this time Dr. Perin, by his own 
request, was relieved from his duties as 
Medical Director. We parted from him 
with sorrow; he had been a faithful and 
efficient officer, ever ready to aid us in our . 
work, and to give us a reason, if he could 
not. 

As most of the troops had left Knoxville 
and joined this army, I telegraphed Dr. M. 
M. Seymour, Sanitary Inspector, in charge 
of the work in the Department of Ohio, 
asking him to come and aid us in the auti- 
cipated work. He came promptly, and until 
he was disabled by sickness, gave inyalu- © 
able assistance. Mr. F. R. Croy also came 
back with him, and for a time took charge 
of the storeroom at Ringgold. 

Our plan for the campaign was to have 
an Agent of the Commission with each 
Army Corps, and, if possible, with each 
Division, whose business should be to sup- 
ply them with stores and attend to their 
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distribution, and, as soon as possible, make 
lists of casualties; the stores to be obtained 
_ from the nearest railroad depot to the 
army. 

During my visits to the regiments I found 
much, complaint, and much cause of com- 
plaint, of the fraud practiced by send- 
ing inefficient men for the new recruits. 
Some were sent who had been twice dis- 
charged for disability, others were deform- 
ed—one was blind in oneeye—had double 
scrotal hernia, and deformed hands. Of 
_ one squad of men drilling, none were over 

fifteen years of age, by their own confes- 
sion. 

On May 6th, our army had passed Ring- 
gold, and a battle was daily expected. For 
several days there had been skirmishing, 
and many wounded were brought to Ring- 
gold hospitals. Many Surgeons called and 
anxiously inquiréd what we could do for 
. them. We had only enough for present 

use on hand, and I could only tell them that 
stores were expected daily in much larger 
quantity. 

About this time I invited Rev. Mr. Smith 
and Mr. Lawrence, of the Christian Com- 
mission, to join us in our work, assuring 
them that all our stores should be as freely 
given to their agents as to ours, and upon 
the same terms. This invitation was ac- 
cepted, and we worked in harmony. 

I cannot better give you a knowledge of 
our work at this time than by extracts from 
my journal: 

*“May 7th, telegraphed to Nashville, for 
pails, cups, brooms, spoons, lanterns, and 
other hospital stores. ’ 

‘*May 9th, sent back stores to Tunnel 


Hill—Mr. H. Tone arrives, and goes with 


the Army of the Tennessee. The same day, 
350 wounded men were placed in the hos- 
* pitals at Tunnel Hill; a storeroom had 
already been opened there, and milk, beef, 
ale, crackers, oranges, lemons, clothing, 
rags and bandages were ready and freely 
used. 
“On the 10th, Mr. Croy brought up all 
the stores left at Ringgold, and during the 
day a list of wounded was taken and sent 
to the Hospital Directory at Louisville.”’ 
_At evening I was informed by Dr. Kil- 
ton, Medical Inspector, U.S. A., and Gen. 
Sherman’s Medical Adviser, that a move- 


ment of the army was being made, which 
would expose our goods to raids from the 
enemy; that the wounded would be imme- 
diately sent to Chattanooga, and our goods 
should be sent to Ringgold. Ten wagons 
‘were procured of the Medical Purveyor, 
and such goods as were not distributed, or 
could not be taken with the army, were 
returned. 

Many goods were distributed, and the 


_ Agents of the Christian Commission joined 


us in the work. We gave to wounded men 
goods marked, ‘‘ Cincinnati Branch U. 8. 
San. Com.;” ‘‘ Boston Branch,” ‘‘ Pitts- 
burg San. Com.;”’ ‘‘ Soldiers’ Aid Society 
of Northern Ohio,” ‘‘ Chicago,” or ‘‘ West- 
ern Branch,” ete. 

The freewill offerings of the people from 
all parts of the country, were thus brought 
together, and given in the most Catholic 
manner, even as they have given their 
Sons. 

On the 11th, Government stores, sanitary 
stores, and the wounded, were all sent to 
the rear. 

As we were greatly distressed lest a bat- 
tle should occur, and we should not be fully 
supplied with stores, on the 12th instant I 
sent you the following telegram: ‘‘In case 
of a battle we have barely sufficient stores 
at the front for two or three days. There 
are none at Chattanooga. The wounded 
have been sent there, and we cannot aid 
them further. Are there sufficient stores on 
the way ? The articles wanted are milk, 
beef, spirits, tea, sugar, oranges, lemons, 
farina and ale. They are most wanted in 
the order mentioned.” 

Most of the agents went to the right with 
the army. I remained with that portion left 
in front of Buzzard’s Roost Gap, where every 
day some were killed or wounded, until the 
13th, when our army had left Snake Gap, 
and the rebels left their strong position in 
front of us. At 10 o’clock of that day, I 
engaged a storeroom in Dalton, and sent 
back for stores. The stores engaged con- 
tained some private goods, including several 
boxes of tobacco. This, with other stores, 
was taken a few hours later by our soldiers, 
and the goods appropriated. For some 
time it was passed by. I had thrown open 
the doors, put up a small sign, that it was 
taken by the Sanitary Commission—and 
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standing in the door as. the. soldiers: would 
attempt to rush in, it was. sufficient to say, 
‘‘This is a Sanitary. Commission Store- 
room,” and they passed, notwithstanding 
the crowd became. every moment. more ex- 
cited and more dense.. However, an en- 
trance was effected at a back door, that I 
could not guard, and the goods were taken. 
After this was done, I made arrangements for 
putting the room in order—telegraphed to 
Ringgold for stores, and then returned with 
the Rev. J. C. Hoblit to that portion of 
our army which had made the flank move- 
ment, and passed Snake Gap. 

As we came within hearing, we. found 
that a battle was in progress. We hasten- 
ed on, found the hospitals of the different 
divisions along the line of battle; secured 
teams to go to Dalton for goods, and re- 
turned with them; found our goods already 
arrived, and loaded six teams that night, 
which started back without delay. At this 
time, I had the pleasure of meeting with the 
Rev. Geo. B. Bacon, of Orange, N. J.; Rev. 
John Milton Holmes, Pastor of the First 
Congregational Church of Jersey City; Rev. 
Dr. J. P. Thompson, of New York City, 
and Rey. Dr. J. W. Buddington, of Brook- 
lyn. The two last mentioned gentlemen 
were agents of the Christian Commission, 
and came with kind feelings to all who 
were laboring for the soldiers. They were fa- 
tigued, as they had ridden the two previous 
nights in box-cars, but decided to go on 
with our goods the same night. We could 
give them no better conveyance, and they 
rode in army wagons with Dr. Hazen, Mr. 
Brandreth, Mr. Pocock, and Mr. Murray, 
Agents of the Commission. They started 
at half-past ten. 

Not knowing whether there was commu- 
nication between Ringgold and the army 
by the way of Snake Gap, I telegraphed 
the agents there to ascertain, and if there 
was none, to transfer the goods to Dalton. 

Having made the arrangements, Mr. Hob- 
lit and myself slept until 4 o’clock the next 
morning, when I made a cup of coffee, 
while he fed the horses, and we started in 
season to reach Wood’s Division Hospital 
at 7 o’clock. One load of stores was un- 
loaded there, and Pocock left in charge of 
them, and to collect a list of the wounded; 
before 8 o’clock another load was left with 


Stanley’s Division, in charge of Murray, 

and about the same time two loads reached 
the two divisions of the 23d Corps, which 

had been in the battle, in charge of Mr. 
Brandreth, while Dr. Hazen took two loads 

to Morton’s. Division, holding one load i in 

reserve. The fighting continued all day, 

and the stores were ready when most want- 
ed. Drs. Thompson and Buddington re- 

mained with the 28d Army Corps, where 
we joined them about the time of their 
arrival. Here many wounded were lying 
on the ground, outside of the tents, their 
wounds still undressed, although all were 
at work. At the same time, the wounded 
continued to arrive. I introduced my 
friends to Surgeoh Hewitt, Medical Direc- 
tor of the Department, and also in charge 
of these hospitals. They placed themselves 
under his direction, and he seeing that they 


| were much fatigued, advised them to sleep 


a few hours, which they did under a friend- 
ly shade tree. 

Leaving these two hospitals thus pro- 
vided, I passed on to others, but not before — 
I saw many oranges and lemons in the 


.hands of the wounded and thirsty, as well 


as the more substantial articles of milk, 
beef, crackers, etc. 

This visit of the clergymen just men- 
tioned, was just in time to be of much good, 
to the wounded, and it was very pleasant 
and did much to encourage and strengthen 
us. It was good to have the sympathy of 
good and wise men, to be assured by them 
that they fully approved our plan of work. 
They saw at a glance the great benefit of © 
working under the direction of the Sur- 
geons; they felt as they said, more at 
home—avyoided confusion by interference 
with others, and were enabled to accom- 
plish much more than they could by an in- 
dependent effort. 

This day I visited twelve hospitals of 
divisions on the field, saw that the six loads 
brought reached their destination, and 
made necessary arrangements with my as- 
sociates to collect and forward lists of the 
wounded. But the work was not yet done. 
Just at night, there was severe fighting by 
the 20th Army Corps, in which they had 
over twelve hundred wounded in two divi- 
visions, and a less number in another divi- 
sion, I secured three teams to go to Dal- 
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ton that night for stores; brought up those 
held in reserve on the field, and obtained 
volunteer help from the 1st Division Hos- 
pital of the 4th Corps, to aid in feeding 
the wounded. So well was the hospital 
supplied with help, that this was scarcely 
needed, and by ten o’clock they were all well 
fed, the work being greatly facilitated, or 
even made possible, by the supply of extract 
of beef and condensed milk on the field. 
By ten o’clock in the morning of the next 
day, complete lists of the wounded were on 
the way to Louisville. The same day the 
three wagons sent to Dalton returned, 
_ loaded with valuable supplies, sufficient to 
last until the hospitals were moved to the 
railroad at Resaca. The enemy left our 
front the same day, and leaving my associ- 
ates with these hospitals, I rode to Resaca, 
and the same day to Dalton, that I might 
hasten forward stores to Resaca, where the. 
next hospitals were to be established. Here 
- the wounded were brought from Division 
Hospitals and placed in General Hospital, 
previous to being sent back to Chattanoo- 
ga on the cars, 

At Dalton, I found it necessary to go 
back to Chattanooga, after leaving direc- 
tions to send forward all the stores, reserv- 
ing only sufficient to feed those sent back. 

On the 18th, the hospitals were estab- 
lished in Resaca, and Dr. Hazen telegraph- 
ed me that stores were very much wanted, 
that the men were starving. For two or 
three days there was a deficiency of stores, 
as it was found impossible to obtain a suffi- 
ciency of transportation, but after that the 
Surgeons in charge assured me they had 
all they wanted. 

While in Chattanooga, I visitedgthe Hos- 
pital Garden, found that it had suffered 
from frost, drought and hail, the frost kill- 
ing several thousand tomato plants the 
night after they were planted from the hot- 
bed. The drought has checked the growth 
of many early vegetables, and the day pre- 
vious there had been a severe rain with 
hail, which was so violent as to wash a 
large part of the onion sets out of the 
ground, and apparently to cut the tender 
vegetables all to pieces. The gardener 

was very much discouraged, but the rain 
was just what was needed, and I saw at a 


glance that the vegetables would recover 


from the effects of the hail, and there were 
sufficient tomato plants to replace those 
that were killed by frost. 

So, I assured him while he was fretting 
as badly as a mother over a sick babe, that 
in two weeks he would feel as well as that 
mother would on her babe’s recovery— 
that the rain would more than compensate 
for the damage done by the hail; that the 
only evil was to make more work, and to 
check the issues for a few days, and then — 
the garden would be better than before. 

On the 19th, in company with two of our 
agents, Mr. Crary and Mr. Barrett, I re- 
turned to the front, but left Rev. Mr. Bacon 
and Dr. Seymour, sick at Chattanooga. 
Soon after a storeroom was fitted in Resaca; 
then Kingston was taken, and a depot taken 
and filled there. At this place, the army 
was ordered to take twenty days’ rations, 
and leave the railroad. Before starting, 
each division was notified that they could 
be furnished with a load of stores to take 
with them. Many sent teams, and they 
were loaded. Where this amount of trans- 
portation could not be furnished, a team 
was obtained for the Corps, thus taking a 
load which was to be divided with its Divi- 
sion Hospitals. Gen. Howard, being very 
short of transportation, gave one of his 
headquarter teams to take goods for the 4th 
Corps. 

Many of the goods taken at this time 
were furnished by the Western Sanitary 
Commission. Such goods as could not be 
taken and were not distributed, were sent 
back to Resaca for safety, as Kingston was 
to be left liable to raids. From this place 
Dr. Webster started with the 20th Army 
Corps; Rev. Mr. Fairchild, with the 14th; 
Mr. Brandreth, with the 23d; Rev. J. C. 
Hoblit, with the 4th, and Mr. Pocock with 
the 15th. We left to take the fortunes of 
the army, not knowing when we could 
again communicate with the rear. 

The first night after leaving, Dr. Webster 
was taken sick, and not deeming it prudent 
to go on, the next morning he returned. 
The same morning, under a covered bridge 
over the Etowah River, was found a wound- 
ed soldier. We learned, by letters in his 
pocket, that his name was Chas. E. Eteler, 
Company E., 15th Ohio, and that his wife 
lived in Mount Pleasant, Jefferson County, 
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Ohio. Arrangements were made to notify 
her, and to send a lock of his hair, which 
was cut off and washed from his blood. I 
left him in the care of a good man of the 
Christian Commission, who was fanning 
him, giving him occasionally a little brandy 
and water, and making efforts to rouse him, 
but he died without making an intelligent 
sign. 

We rode on, and reached Raccoon Creek 
at night, but could not find shelter, and 
were separated from our wagons, begged a 
cup of coffee from our soldiers, and ate our 
hard bread for supper. A severe thunder 
storm came up, and we took shelter under 
one of the wagons which had been parked 
on the bottom near the creek, after having 


sought in vain, by the light of the ‘‘storm 


fire,” for something better. After staying 
there a part of the night, and until the 
storm passed over, I was invited into the 
tent of Lieutenant Ayres, of the Sixth Ohio 
Battery. 

The next day in the afternoon commenced 
that series of battles near Dallas, which 
were continued with greater or less severity 
until the 5thof June—ten days. The hos- 
pitals were located south of Pumpkinvine 
Creek, on or near the Marietta Road. At 
the commencement, they were well sup- 


plied with the stores they brought from 


Kingston, as well as with fresh beef, but sub- 
sequently the great number of the wounded 
exhausted the stores, and teams were ob- 
tained and sent back for more supplies. 
This was repeated sufficiently often to sup- 
ply all the most urgent wants. In these 
woods were located the hospitals of the 
20th, 23d, 14th and 4th Army Corps; and 
a little later those of the Army of the Ten- 
nessee, even hrought from the extreme 
right to the left, and located with them. 
The soldiers had been at all times well sup- 
plied with rations, except fresh vegetables, 
but during this time the horses were re- 
duced to four pounds of grain a day, and 
for three days many of them had none, and 
could obtain but very little grass. From 
these woods, the wounded of the 20th Army 
Corps were sent back to Kingston in am- 
bulances and army wagons. They suffered 
dreadfully by the movement, several of 
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Division Fourth Army Corps’ Hospital to 
remain—men were sent with compound 
fractures, recent amputations, gunshot 
wounds through the body—over twenty 
miles or more of rough road—and when 
they reached Kingston there was inade- 
quate hospital accommodations for them, 
and for a time many of them had no beds 
but the ground, and no shelter. 

It is but just to Dr. Kilton, to say that 
he disapproved of this, and assured me it 
was done without orders from headquar- 
ters, and that he thought it would have 
been better if they had fallen into the 
hands of the enemy. The officers of the 
Corps and the wounded men both thought 
differently. It is difficult to say which were 
right. In such a campaign where changes 
are unavoidable, there must be much suf- 
fering. During these ten days before we 
reached the railroad at Acworth, we dis- 
tributed not less than twenty-four large 
army loads of sanitary stores, along the 
line of battle. Estimate who can the worth 
of these at such a time. 

Early on the morning of the 27th, there — 
was more than the usual sound of battle, 
and the Surgeons had been notified the 
night previous to make additional prepara- 
tions for more wounded. While this is 
being done, stragglers come back from the 
front, some sick, others shirking duty in 
the hour of danger, leaving their compa- 
nions to stand or fall alone; some pleading 
a lame back, others Jame arms from bad 
vaccine pustules, some sore feet, others had _ 
been ailing for several days, and had ‘‘ gin- 
rot,’ could not march, but had marched 
back more than a mile—could have found 
the enemy by going forward half that dis- 
tance. These were examined by a Surgeon 
appointed for that purpose, and the shirk- 
ers sent back under guard. 

As the battle progresses, the wounded 
are more rapidly brought in; and I saw one ~ 
placed upon the tables, chloroform admin- 
istered, his arm examined, and amputated. — 
As he comes to himself, he says, ‘‘ you had 
to take it off, doctor; I did not feel it, but 
every one likes to have his arm, if he can.” 
His torn and bloody shirt is taken off, and 
a clean one from the Commission stores 


them dying by the way. Although several | takes its place. / 


of the worst cases were sent to the First 


They are soon brought in faster than 


their wounds can be dressed, the ground 
for some distance around the tables being 
covered. Most of them are cheerful, now 
and then I hear a stifled groan. I notice 
one with face and hands black with powder 
and dust, lying upon his back, resting par- 
tially upon his elbows, his hands uplifted, 
slowly approach each other, and then as 
slowly separate—his face is calm, and his 
lips move slowly as if in prayer; no groan 
escapes him, although his wound was fright- 
ful. Is it for himself, victory for his com- 
- rades, or some dear friend at home, that he 
prays ? So great is the number of wound- 
ed, that Mr. Pocock goes back to Kingstcn 
for more stores. In the meantime I send 
a telegram to Chattanooga, to be repeated, 
if deemed necessary, to Louisville, urging 
the necessity of keeping up our supplies; 
that we want at least sixteen hundred 
pounds of milk and beef at the terminus of 
- the railroad all of the time. This will not 
give to each hospital more than one box a 
day for four days. 1 
During the ten days of fighting there 
were frequent changes of the hospitals 
made necessary, as the army took different 
positions. As soon as we had possession 
of Acworth the wounded were moved there, 
to await the opening of railroad and trans- 
portation to prominent hospitals. This 
movement again caused much suffering. 
We opened a storeroom in Acworth, 
but before goods were brought by rail, 
several loads were brought from Kingston 
by teams. Our goods had sometime pre- 
viously been brought back to that place. 
Within a few days, the army again ad- 
vanced, and every thing connected with the 
hospital was moved with it, except tents, 
barely sufficient to cover the wounded, a 
few Surgeons-and nurses, and a very little 
hospital furniture. Those who remained 
were left very destitute, were overworked, 
, and had very little to work with. At no 
time was help from the Commission more 
needed, or more freely and liberally given. 
This help may be forgotten, but it was ap- 
preciated at the time. From the storeroom 
at Acworth, not only the hospitals there 
but at Altona, and those with the army 
during the long series of battles at Kenesaw 
and Lost Mountain, were supplied. For a 
time the Western and Sanitary Commis- 
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sions put their goods in the same room, 
and they were issued as common stock, but 
subsequently they removed to Big Shanty, 
and to avoid duplicating our issues, they 
gave mostly to the Army of the Tennessee, 
while we distributed alike to the rear, and 
to those of the Army of the Cumberland 
and of the Ohio in the field. | 

On the 13th of June, the number of 
wounded in the field and at Acworth. and 
Altoona, was two thousand three hundred 
and seventy-nine; of these six hundred 
and forty-nine only were wounded, all 
others had been sent to the rear. This 
was the condition of the hospitals Just be- 
fore the fighting before Marietta and Kene- 
saw Mountain, which continued from June 
lith to the 27th, without interruption. 
Almost daily the troops took some new 
positions, and the hospitals were moved to 
accommodate them, and every day each 
hospital was visited by our agents, lists of 
casualties taken, and as stores were wanted, 
teams were obtained and sent to Acworth 
for them. Subsequently the advance of 
the right wing made it necessary to open 
a store room at Big Shanty. A room was 
obtained, cars loaded, but the evacuation 
of Kenesaw by the rebels enabled us to 
take them to Marietta. 

Thus again, during sixteen days more of 
fighting, day and night, including that ter- 
rible assault on the works of the enemy, 
were our goods placed in the hands of 
Surgeons, or distributed to individuals by 
our agents, along the line of battle, and 
frequently under heavy fire. The.Surgeons 
construed an order of Gen. Sherman’s to 
require them to place their hospitals much 
nearer to the line of battle, although pre- 
viously one man had been wounded while 
in hospital, and the whistle of minié balls 
was not uncommon, yet, during these days 
here they were placed. While Mr. Hoblit 
was copying lists of wounded, a ball passed 
through the tent close by his side. One of 
the hospitals of the 20th Corps was broken 
up in confusion—so thick did shot and 
shell fall among them. There was constant 
rain,and the roads were almost impassable, 
thus increasing the difficulties of transpor- 
tation, but by the constant efforts of the 
agents with the different divisions, goods 
were brought forward, and the wounded 
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were thus from day to day supplied at 
a time when only the army ration could be 
otherwise obtained. There they were most 
wanted, and most gratefully received. 

The strong expressions of thankfulness 
at the unexpected gift of a drink of water, 
a lemon or orange, a dish of soup, a cup of 
coffee, or a clean shirt, a pair of drawers, a 
blanket or a pillow, would seem to dispar- 
age the work done by the Government, 
which, after all, is the soldiers’ best friend, 
and his chief support. Compared with 
what he receives from this source, all is but 
a trifle. 

Each division of the army hasa large num- 
ber of teams devoted exclusively to hauling 
hospital tents and hospital stores, besides 
which there is a reserve train of over furty 
wagons for the Army of the Cumber- 
land. Those with the divisions accompany 
the troops, and move up to the places 
selected for hospitals. This is usually 
so near the line of battle, that the wound- 
ed may be carried but a little distance, and 
get out of reach of shot and shell, that 
they may not be disturbed, and the Sur- 
geons and nurses may work without dan- 
ger. It must be near water, as that is in- 
dispensable. 

Suitable ground having been selected, 
men are detailed to make the necessary 
preparations. They have usually been 
established in dense woods, and one set 
begin to cut up by the roots the dense un- 
derbrush, others make brooms of the 
twigs, sweep and level the ground, and re- 
move the stones; another set pitch the 
tents, or build arbors when there is not 
likely to be sufficient canvas to cover the 
wounded; others make bunks of poles to 
make the beds; another set pick the green 
leaves of the oak, the chesnut, or the pine, 
to fill the bed ticks, or, if the ticks are not 
to be had, the leaves are placed on the 
poles, or on the ground. In front of the 
tent large piles of leaves are laid, upon 


which the wounded are to be laid to be ex- 


amined and dressed. There are three piles 
for each Division Hospital, corresponding 
to the Brigades, and before them are three 
strong tables—provided with a pillow, and 
covered with a rubber cloth—‘‘ the ope- 
rating tables.” Tents for cooking must be 
put up, sacks must be dry—and while all 
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are busy, and before the work is half done, 
the wounded may sometimes be brought 
in. They either walk back as they are 
able, or are sent back in ambulances. If 
the battle is severe, the leaves prepared 
are soon covered, and hundreds are laid — 
upon the ground around the tents, as was 
done at Resaca, where not less than twelve 
hundred were brought to two hospitals in 
a few hours. ™ 

Among the sufferers, most are quiet; 
some are crying from pain; some calling for 
water, and some for a blanket to cover 
them; others for the Surgeon; and amidst 
all this comes the Agent of the Sanitary 
Commission, with loads of milk, beef, 
crackers, spirits, tea, blankets, pillows, 
bandages, and perhaps a few boxes of lem- 
ons and oranges. : 

With the beef, soup can be made at once. 
Coffee is made rich with the milk, or milk 
punch; and many among this number, will 
be found to be cold, shivering, thirsty, life 
failing from the first shock of injury; but, 
by the administration of these timely stim- 
ulants they revive. A lemon or orange is 
given, and with eagerness is pressed to 


their thirsty lips, and they thank God for 


the Sanitary Commission, and regard it as 
home following them to battle and to death. 
They do this justly, and it is good to be the 
dispenser of such help at such a time. 

Over three hundred of such hospitals as 
I have attempted to describe, have been 
put up during this campaign, so long has 
been the line of march, and so frequent the 
change of position, and every one of these ~ 
has been visited by the agents of the Com- 
mission with stores, and to obtain lists, 
and to learn the condition of the wounded. 

But what has the Government done ? 
Let the tents erected, beds prepared, med- 
icines and food furnished, ambulances 
which have brought them in from the field, 
nurses who wait upon them—Surgeons who | 
work day and night until all are dressed— 
answer. And it is no wonder that the faith- 
ful Surgeons who have done, or superin- | 
tended the doing of all this, and continue 
to do it from day to day, are just a little 
disturbed, when their work seems to be 
less appreciated than ours. 

But it seldom disturbs them, and they 
regard us as their best friends, 
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From the storeroom established in Mari- 
etta, each division was again furnished 
with a load of stores, previous to crossing 
the Chattahoochie; and large supplies were 
distributed to the hospitals in town. 
The wounded have been well cared for, 
considering the frequent changes, and the 
great distance from permanent hospitals. 
True, there has been great suffering during 
transportation, both in ambulances, army 
wagons and railroad cars. Some have been 
sent without suitable food or drink, and 
sometimes a Surgeon has been sent in 
charge, who was selected for duty, simply 
because ‘‘ he was of no use here, and could 
be as well spared as not.” But such ap- 
pointments have been few, as there are but 
few such Surgeons to be found. As to the 
lack of food and drink on the cars, the 
cause, on inquiry, has never been found to 
have been from want of interest in the 
comfort of the men. I will cite an instance: 
As the wounded were sent from one of the 
divisions of the Fourth Army Corps, at Big 
Shanty, an order was given by the Medical 
Director to send rations. It was found that 
there were none in camp, but the teams 
were starting to obtain them. Then an 
order was given to supply the men before 
they took the cars; but it was not done— 
why, I do not know. Perhaps the teams 
could not meet in time. The Surgeon had 
given the necessary order, and, perhaps, 
even now believes it was obeyed. At no 
time have the wounded been as promptly 
brought from the field to the hospitals. 
From this I judge that the ambulance or- 
ganization is a success. 

To the men sent, as these were, the aid 
of the Commission is inestimable. At the 
feeding stations established Kingston, 
Resaca, and Dalton, over seventeen thou- 
sand meals were furnished up to the first 
of July, consisting of beef-soup, milk 
punch, soft bread or crackers, and boiled 
ham. Mr. E. J. Eno, State Agent from 
Tilinois, also an agent of the Commission, 
has had the superintendence. He and his 
agents have been aided by agents of the 
Christian Commission. I left Rev. J. C. 
Hoblit, Messrs. Eno, Mason, and Brand- 
reth with the troops in the field, assisted 
for a* time by the Rey. Mr. Wolcott, of 
Cleveland, Ohio; Messrs. Van Dike, John- 


son and Sutliffe, in charge of the feeding 

stations. ‘> ale 
From the Hospital Garden in Chattan- 

ooga as many as six thousand bushels. of 


vegetables have been issued. The one in 


Murfreesboro’ was furnishing more than 
could be used in the hospitals in that 
place, and they ask for a large number of 
cans to put up tomatoes, 

From Chattanooga to Nashville trans- 
portation has been much better than be- 
fore; a feeding station has, however, been 
established on this line at Dechard, in 
charge of Dr. Hillman. I should not omit 
to state that these stations have been es- 
tablished by request of the Medical Direc- 
tor of the Department, and rations have 
been furnished by Government. I have 
failed to receive a full account of the 
amount of stores issued during the cam- 
paign, but it has been large, and in many 
cases has been Jife to the wounded. 

Scurvy is largely on the increase, com- 
pared with the commencement of the cam- 
paign. Perhaps it is not increasing as 
much now, as afew vegetables have been 
gathered by the troops. As the campaign 
continues vegetables will be more wanted, 
and I would earnestly ask that an effort be 
made to furnish a few rations of onions to 
the troops in the field. Surely they are 
more needed here than in the Army of the 


Potomac, where so many have been sent, 


inasmuch as they have been much longer 
deprived of them. Those for whom I ask 
this favor have endured hardships as good 
soldiers. They ‘have for. nearly three 
months worked and fought day and night, 
without rest. They have driven back a 
stubborn enemy over 100 miles, while the 
ground was contested inch by inch. They 
have taken seventeen lines of fortifications, 
and as strong natural positions as any in 
the world. They have made over 150 miles 
of fortifications, and the work is not yet 
done. They are cheerful, in good spirits, 
strong in faith, both of the justice of their 
cause and their ability to conquor. They 
continue to need our help. 

We have other interesting reports from 
the Western Department, but are obliged 
to postpone their publication until the 
succeeding number. 
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PRISON AT ANDERSONVILLE, GA. 
CAMP SUMTER. 

The following statement was drawn up 
for the Commission and sworn to by the 
parties signing it. They were exchanged 
on the 16th of August, and with three oth- 
ers were appointed by their companions in 


prison as a deputation to see President 


Lincoln in their behalf. 


I am a private in 82d N. Y. Regiment of 
Volunteers, Co. G. Was captured with 
about 800 Federal troops, in front of Pe- 
tersburg, on the 22d of June, 1864. We 
were kept at Petersburg two days, at Rich- 
mond, on Belle Isle, three days, then con- 
veyed by rail to Lynchburg. Marched 75 
miles to Danville, thence by rail to Ander- 
sonville, Ga. At Petersburg we were treat- 
ed fairly, being under the guard of old sol- 
diers of an Alabama Regiment; at Rich- 
mond we came under the authority of the 
notorious and inhuman Major Turner, and 
the equally notorious Home Guard. Our 
ration was a pint of beans, 4 oz. of bread, 
and 3 oz. of meat aday. Another batch of 
prisoners joining us, we left Richmond 
1,600 strong. All blankets, haversacks, 
canteens, money, valuables of every kind, 
extra clothing, and in some cases the last 
shirt and drawers had been previously ta- 
ken from us. At Lynchburg we were 
placed under the Home Guard, officered by 
Major and Capt. Moffett. The march to 
Danville was a weary and painful one of 
five days, under a torrid sun, many of us 
falling helpless by the way, and soon filling 
the empty wagons of our train. On the 
first day we received a little meat, but the 
sum of our rations for the five days was 13 
crackers. During the six days by rail to 
Andersonville, meat was given us twice, and 
the daily ration was four crackers. 

On entering the Stockade Prison, we 
found it crowded with 28,000 of our fellow 
soldiers. By crowded, I mean that it was 
difficult to move in any direction without 
jostling and being jostled. This prison is 
- an open space, sloping on both sides, 
originally 17 acres, now 25 acres, in the 
shape of a parallelogram, without trees 
or shelter of any kind. The soil is sand 
over a bottom of clay. The fence is 
made of upright trunks of trees, about 


20 feet high, near the top of which are . 


small platforms, where the Guards are sta- 
tioned. Twenty feet inside and parallel 
to the fence is a light railing, forming the 
‘‘dead line,” beyond which the projection 
of a foot or finger is sure to bring the dead- 
ly bullet of the sentinel. Through the 
grounds, at nearly right angles with the 
longer sides, runs or rather creeps a stream 
through an artificial channel, varying from 
five to six feet in width, the water about 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


ankle deep, and near the middle of the en- 


\ closure, spreading out into a swamp of 


about six acres, filled with refuse wood, 
stumps, and debris of the camp. Before 
entering this enclosure the stream, or more 
properly sewer, passes through the camp 
of the Guards, receiving from this source 
and others farther up a large amount of the 
vilest material, even the contents of the sink. 
The water is of a dark color, and an ordi- 
nary glass would collect a thick sediment. 
This was our only drinking and cooking 
water. It was our custom to filter it as best 
we could, through our remnants of haver- 
sacks, shirts and blouses. Wells had been 
dug, but the water either proved so produc- 
tive of diarrhea, or so limited in quantity, 
that they were of no general use. The cook — 
house was situated on the stream just out- 
side the stockade, and its refuse of decay- 
ing offal was thrown into the water, a greasy 
coating covering much of the surface. To 
these was added the daily large amount of 
base matter from the camp itself. There 
was a system of policing, but the means 
were so limited, and so large a number of the 
men was rendered irresolute and depressed 
by imprisonment, that the work was very 
imperfectly done. One side of the swamp 
was naturally used as a sink, the men usu- 
ally going out some distance into the water. 
Under the summer sun this place early 
became corruption too vile for description, 
the men breeding disgusting life, so that 
the surface of the water moved as with a 
gentle breeze. ; 

The new-comers on reaching this would 
exclaim, ‘‘is this hell;” yet they soon would 
become callous, and enter unmoved the 
horrible rottenness. 'The.rebel authorities 
never removed any filth. There was sel- 
dom any visitation by the officers in 
charge. Two surgeons were at one time 
sent by President Davis to inspect the 
camp, but a walk through a small section 
gave them all the information they desired, 
and we never saw them again. 

The Guards usually numbered about 64; 
8 at each end, and 24 on a side. On the 
outside within 300 yards, were fortifications, 
on high ground overlooking and perfectly 
commanding us, mounting 24 12 lb. Napo- 
leon Parrots. We were never permitted to 
go outside, except at times, in small squads, 
to gather our fire wood. During the build- - 
ing of the cook-house, a few, who were car- 
penters, were ordered out to assist. 

Our only shelter from the sun and rain 
and night dews, was what we could make 
by stretching over us our coats or scraps of 
blankets, which a few had, but generally 
there was no attempt by day or night to 
protect ourselves. > 

The rations consisted of 8 oz. corn bread, 
(the cob being ground with the kernel,) and 
generally sour, 2 oz. of condemned pork, 
offensive in appearance and smell. Occa- 
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sionally, about twice a week, two table 
spoonfuls of rice, and in place of the pork 
the same amount (2 table spoonfuls) of mo- 
lasses was given us about twice a month.* 
This ration was brought into camp at 4 
o'clock, P. M., and thrown from the wagons 
to the ground, the men being arranged in di- 
visions of 270 subdivided into squads of nine- 
ties and thirties. It was the custom to con- 
sume the whole ration at once, rather than 
yave any for the next day. The distribu- 
tion being often unequal, some would 
lose the rations altogether. We were al- 
lowed no dish or cooking utensil of any 
kind. On opening the camp in the winter, 
the first 2,000 prisoners were allowed skil- 


- lets, one to 50 men, but these were soon 


takenaway. 'Tothe best of my knowledge, 
information and belief, our ration was in 
quality a starving one, it being either too 
foul to be touched or too raw to be digested. 

The cook-house went into operation 
about May 10th, prior to which we cook- 
ed our own rations. It did not prove 
at all adequate to the work, (30,000 is a 
large town,) so that a large proportion 
were still obliged to prepare their own 


food. In addition to the utter inability of 


many to do this, through debility and sick- 
ness, we never had a supply of wood. I 
have often seen men with a little bag of 
meal in hand, gathered from several ra- 


tions, starving to death for want of wood, 


and in desperation would mix the raw ma- 
terial with water and try to eat it. 

The clothing of the men was miserable 
in the extreme. Very few had shoes of any 
kind, not 2,000 had coats and pants, and 
those were the late comers. More than 
one-half were indecently exposed, and many 
were naked. 

The usual punishment was to place the 
men in the stocks, outside, near the Cap- 
tain’s quarters. Ii a man was missing 
at roll-call, the squad of 90 to which he be- 
longed was deprived of the ration. The 
‘‘dead line” bullet, already referred: to, 
spared no offender. One poor fellow, just 
from Sherman’s Army, his name was Rob- 
erts, was trying to wash his face near the 
‘*dead line” railing, when he slipped on 


_ the clayey bottom, and fell with his head 


Just outside the fatal border. 


_ We shouted 
to him, but it was too late—‘‘ another guard 


_would have a furlough,” the men said. It 


was a common belief among our men, aris- 
ing from statements made by the guard, 
that Gen. Winder, in command, issued an 


* Our regular Army Ration is: 
34 Tb. Pork or 144 tb. Fresh Beef. 


18 oz. Hard Bread, or 20 oz. Soft Bread or Flour. 
1-10 ib. Coffee. 
1-6 tb. Sugar. 
1-10 ib. Rice, or 
1-10 ib. Beans or Hominy. 
Ai ace or , 
essicated, 
Molasses, Irregularly. 
Vinegar. 
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order that any one of the guard who should 
shoot a Yankee outside of the ‘‘dead 
line” should have a month’s furlough, 
but there probably was no truth in this. 
About two a day were thus shot, some 
being cases of .suicide, brought on by 
mental depression or physical misery, the 
poor fellows throwing themselves, or madly 
rushing outside the ‘‘line.”’ 

The mental condition of a large portion of 
the men was melancholy, beginning in des- 
pondency and tending to a kind of stolid 
and idiotic indifference. Many spent much 
time in arousing and encouraging their fel- 
lows, but hundreds were lying about mo- 
tionless, or stalking vacantly to and fro, 
quite beyond any help which could be giv- 
en them within their prison walls. These 
cases were frequent among those who had 
been imprisoned but a short time. There 
were those who were captured at the 
first Bull Run, July, 1861, and had known 
Belle Isle from the first, yet had preserved 
their physical and mental health to a won- 
derful degree. Many were wise and reso- 
lute enough to keep themselves occupied— 
some in cutting bone and wood ornaments, 
making their knives out of iron hoops— 
others in manufacturing ink out of the 
rust from these same hoops, and with rude 
pens sketching or imitating bank notes or 
any sample that would involve long and 
patient execution. 

Letters. from home very seldom reached 
us, and few had any means of writing. In 
the early summer a large batch of letters, 
5,000 we were told, arrived, having been 
accumulating somewhere for many months. 
These were brought into camp by an offi- 
cer, under orders to collect 10 cents on 
each—of course most were returned, and 
we heard no more of them. One of my 
companions saw among them three from 
his parents, but he was unable to pay the 
charge. According to the rules of trans- 
mission of letters over the lines, these let- 
ters must have already paid 10 cents each 
to the Rebel Government. 

As far as we saw Gen. Winder and Capt. 
Wirtz, the former was kind and consider- 
ate in his manners, the latter harsh, though 
not without kindly feeling. 

itis a melancholy and mortifying fact, 
that some of our trials come from our own 
men. At Belle Isle and Andersonville 
there was among us a gang of desperate 
men, ready to. prey on their fellows. Not 
only thefts and robberies, but even murders 
were committed. Affairs became so seri- 
ous at Camp Sumter that an appeal was 
made to Gen. Winder, who authorized an 
arrest and trial by a criminal court. 
Highty-six were arrested, and six were hung, 
beside others who were severely punished. 
These proceedings effected a marked change 
for the better. 

Some few weeks before being released I 
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was ordered to act asa clerk in the Hospital. 
This consists simply of a few scattered 
trees'and fly tents, and is in charge of Dr. 
White, an excellent and considerate man, 
with very limited means, but doing all in 
his power for his patients. He has 25 
assistants, besides those detailed to exam- 
ine for admittance to the Hospital. This 
examination was made in a small stockade 
attached to the main one, to the inside 
door of which the sick came or were 
brought by their comrades, the number 
to be removed being limited. Lately, in 
consideration of the rapidly increasing 
sickness, it was extended to 150 daily. 


That this was too small an allowance is. 


shown by the fact that the deaths within 
our stockade were from 30 to 40 a day. 
I have seen 150 bodies waiting passage to 
the ‘‘ dead house,”’ to be buried with those 
who died in hospital. The average of 
deaths through the earlier months was 30 
a day; at the time I left the: average was 
over 130, and one day the record showed 
146. 

The proportion of deaths from starvation, 
not including those consequent on the disea- 
ses originating in the character and limited 
quantity of food, such as diarrhea, dysen- 
tery, and scurvy, I cannot state, but to the 
best of my knowledge, information and be- 
lief, there were scores every month. We 
could at any time point out many for whom 
such a fate was inevitable, as they lay or 
feebly walked, mere skeletons, whose ema- 
ciation exceeded the examples given in 
Leslie’s Jilustrated, for June 18, 1864. For 
example, in some cases the inner edges of 
the two bones of the arm, between the el- 
bow and wrist, with the intermediate blood 
vessels, were plainly visible when held to- 
ward the light. The ration in quantity was 
perhaps barely sufficient to sustain life, and 
the cases of starvation were generally those 
whose stomachs could not retain what had 
become entirely indigestible. 

For a man to find on waking that his 
comrade by his side was dead, was an o¢- 
currence too common to be noted. I have 
seen death in almost all the forms of the 
hospital and battle-field,. but the daily 
scenes in Camp Sumter exceeded in the 
extremity of misery all my previous expe- 
rience. 

The work of burial is performed by 
our own men, under guard and orders, 
twenty-five bodies being placed in a single 
pit, without head-boards, and the sad duty 
performed with indecent haste. Some- 
times our men were rewarded for this work 
with a few sticks of fire-wood, and I have 
known them to quarrel over a dead body 
for the job. 

Dr. White is able to give the patients a 
diet but little better than the prison ration 
—a little flour porridge, arrow-root, whisky 
and wild or hog tomatoes. 


In the way of 


medicine, I saw nothing but camphor, whis- 
ky, and a decoction of some kind of bark, 
white oak, I think. He often expressed 
his regret that he had not more medicines. 
The limitation of military orders under 
which the surgeon in charge was placed, is 
shown by the following occurrence: A sup- 
posed private, wounded in the thigh, was | 
under treatment in the hospital, when it 
was discovered that he was a Major of a — 
colored regiment. The Assistant Surgeon, 

under whose immediate charge he was, 

proceeded at once not only to remove him, 

but to kick him out, and. he was returned 

to the stockade to shift for himself as well 

as he could. Dr. White could not or did 

not attempt to restore him. 

After entering on my duties at the hos- 
pital I was occasionally favored with dou- 
ble rations and some wild tomatoes. A few 
of our men succeeded, in spite of the clos- 
est examination of our clothes, in secreting 
some greenbacks, and with these were able 
to buy useful articles at exorbitant prices, 
a tea cup of flour at $1.00; eggs $3 to $6 a 
dozen; salt- $4 a pound; molasses $30 a 
gallon; nigger beans, a small inferior arti- 
cle, (diet of the slaves and pigs, but 
highly relished by us,) 50 cents a pint. 
These figures, multiplied by ten, will 
give very nearly the prices in Confederate 
currency. Though the country abounded 
in pine and oak, sticks were sold to us at 
various prices, according to size. ; 

Our men, especially the mechanics, were 
tempted with the offer of liberty and large 
wages, to take the oath of allegiance to the 
Confederacy, but it was very rare that their 
patriotism, even under such a fiery trial, 
ever gave way. I carry this message from 
one of my companions to his mother: ‘*‘ M 
treatment here is killing me, Mother, but I 
die cheerfully for my country.” 

Some attempts were made to escape, but 
wholly in vain, for if the prison walls and 
guards were passed and the protecting 
woods reached, the blood hounds were sure 
to find us out. ‘ . 

Tunnelling, was once attempted on a 
large scale, but on the afternoon preceding 
the night fixed on for escape, an officer 
rode in and announced to us that the plot 
was discovered, and from our huge pen we 
could see on the hill aboye us the regi- 
ments just arriving te strengthen the 
guard. We had been betrayed. It was 
our belief that spies were kept in the camp, 
which could very easily be done. 

The number in camp when I left was 
nearly 35,000, and daily increasing. The 
number in Hospital was about 5,000. I-° 
was exchanged at Port Royal Ferry August 
16th. 


Prescotr Tracy, 
82d Reg’t N. Y. Vol. 


City and County of New York, ss: H. C. 
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Higginson and §. Noirot being duly sworn, 
say: That the above statement of Prescott 
Tracy, their fellow prisoner, agrees with 
their own knowledge and experience. 
H. C. Hiaarson, 
Co. K, 19th Jilinois Vol. 


SruvEsTerR Norrot, 
Co. B, 5th N. J. Vol. 





HOMES AND LODGES. 


CAIRO. 

_ During the month of July, 1864, the number 
admitted was 6,923, from 23 different States; of 

meals furnished, 15,284; of lodgings, 4,374; 
aided in procuring transportation, 1,722. 
. NASHVILLE. 

Mr. Brayton makes the following report of 
the business of the Soldier’s Home from No- 
vember 1, 1863, to July 31, 1864: 

No. of Discharged Soldiers admitted.... 1,286 
No. of Furloughed Soldiers and traveling 





under orders admitted............... 30,661 
Total, from 29 States...... 31,947 
No. of Meals furnished................ 102,942 
‘¢ Lodgings furnished ............ 34,461 
ON a ene 10 

‘¢ for whom ‘Transportation has 
een PTOCureds iy: ee... 25,638 

' for whom Back Pay has been 
eh a oe ep alee ess 789 

Amount of Money drawn and paid 

Gel oy $120,005 38 


Of the number entertained 5,731 were sick; 
and 2,592 were wounded. There were many 
more going home on sick furlough, who need- 
ing no particular attention, were not number- 
ed with the sick. Chronic diarrhea has been 
the prevailing complaint. As soon as practica- 
ble after the arrival of the sick, they are as- 
signed to beds and carefully attended to. The 
wounded have their wounds dressed, and if 
they desire it, have beds furnished them. Such 
as are able eat at the public table; all others 
take their meals in their rooms. 

All soldiers on arrival report to the clerk, 
who examines their. authority for traveling, 
registers their names, and procures them trans- 
portation on their papers, ready for the next 
train, unless there is good reason for stopping 
longer. The sick and wounded are carried 
from the Home to the cars, in ambulances fur- 
nished by the Government. When a soldier is 
too sick, or his wound is in a condition that 
renders it unsafe for him to continue his jour- 
ney, he is taken care of for a few days at the 
Home, or sent to the hospital, as the case may 
require. 

he deaths that have occurred here, in nearly 
all cases, have been of men who were too weak 
to be removed after arrival. 

We have only 13 rooms, containing 80 beds, 
for the accommodation of travelers, and we 
are sometimes required to entertain 300 men, 
two hundred and twenty of whom occupy the 
floors and piazzas, and sleep on blankets. Most 
soldiers prefer blankets to beds, and the sound- 
ness of their slumbers gives evidence of their 
comfort. Of course we cannot entertain regi- 


ments in our narrow limits; we therefore con- 
fine ourselves to furloughed and discharged 
men, and such as are traveling under orders in 
small squads. 

The business of collecting back pay for dis- 
charged soldiers has increased of late. I am 
sorry to say that about one in four of the dis- 
charge papers that come from the front are in- 
correct. This adds greatly to our labor, and 
subjects the soldiers to the hardship of return- 
ing to their commands to have them corrected, 
often a distance of several hundred miles. 

When the soldier is wounded, or too unwell 
to return, we send a messenger, if practicable. 
One has just returned with papers on which * 
nothing could be collected when,presented; but 
being corrected, we have drawn for him $181.21, 
and sent the sick man on his way to Louisville 
rejoicing, by the hospital train. Not long since 
we persuaded an old crippled soldier to go 
back to his regiment twice with his papers. 
The first time he reported that his Colonel 
abused him, and sent him back to Nashville 
without correcting his papers. The second 
time we wrote the Colonel a kind explanatory 
letter, and the papers were returned corrected, 
and back pay was drawn amounting to $220.00, 
which raised the soldier’s spirits from a point 
near despair to the full fever heat of joy. On 
one occasion eighteen out of twenty papers 
were sent back in one day. 

Very large numbers of furloughed wounded 
soldiers are passing daily from the Hospitals in 
front to their homes in the North, two-thirds of 
whom are destitute of the most essential arti- 
cles of clothing. No provision is made to sup- 
ply their wants, because they have not their 
descriptive lists. Many have neither hats, 
pants, coats, socks, or shoes. Cotton shirts and 
drawers furnished by the Sanitary Commission 
are all their covering. To such we have given 
during the last month, seven hundred and one 
shirts and drawers, sixty pairs of pants, and 
fifty pairs of shoes. We could have issued 
twice that number, but our stock has been re- 
duced by the unusually heavy draft from the 
front. ‘ 

If the Governors of the States could witness 
the condition of their furloughed wounded sol- 
diers as they arrive at the Home, with their 
shirts and drawers saturated with sweat and 
dust, and rendered offensive with the discharge 
from their wounds, I am sure their influence 
would procure an order fora supply of cloth- 
ing, at least necessary to cover them, and the 
young men of the North who are now being so- 
licited to fill their places around Atlanta, would 
be spared the mortification of seeing their 
brothers and friends hobbling home on crutch- 
és, and being carried on litters indecently 
clothed. The brave fellows do not ask to have 
clothes given them. The Government owes 
them, and though they have lost their garments 
in battle, or had them cut from them by sur- 
geons who dressed their wounds in the field, 
they are ready to pay for them. 

Justice alone requires that a Quartermaster 
should be appointed for Nashville, who shall be 
required to keep open office from morning till 
night, and issue clothing to furloughed sick and 
wounded soldiers. No loss can accrue to Goy- 
ernment by so doing, as the clothes could be 
charged on their furloughs, and their Captains 
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could be notified (as in case of having descrip- 
tive lists,) of the amount furnished. Nothing 
short of this will do justice to the suffering 
wounded, or the people who send and pay them. 


a 


LOUISVILLE. 


During the month of July, 1864, 15,929 meals 
and 8,427 lodgings were furnished. 


NEW ALBANY, (IND.) 


During the month of July, 1864, the number 
entertained was 962; of meals furnished, 2,372; 
of lodgings, 762. 


CAMP NELSON, (KY.) 


During the month of July, 1864, the number 
of meals furnished was 37,179, and 13,470 lodg- 
ings. 

MEMPHIS, 

During the four weeks ending July 30th, 
1864, the number admitted was 1,392, from 16 
different States; of meals furnished, 4,176; of 
lodgings, 913; and furnished with transporta- 
tion, 52. 

DETROIT. 

During the month of June, 1864, the number 
admitted was 682; of meals furnished, 7,414; of 
lodgings, 2,054. 

HARRISBURG. 
Extract from a letter of J. Jewitt Parks, dated 


Soldier’s Rest, Harrisburg, Pa., Aug. 17, 1864: 
* * * * * 


We have our Soldier’s Rest now fully under 
way. Opened it on last Saturday, and since 
that date, a space of four and a half days, we 
have lodged and otherwise given aid and com- 
fort to thirty-one soldiers passing through this 
city. The most of our guests come on the 8 
P. M. train from Baltimore, and leave on the 
2.30 A. M. passing West, so that much of the 
night is taken up in attention tothem. We try 
to dress their wounds as far as possible, give 
them something to eat, and send them on their 
way feeling morecomfortable. We donot have 
a great many during the daytime, but there is 
always a press of business on hand. Some are 
without transportation; others come in to have 
wounds dressed, &c. The city doctors have 
volunteered their services, and are glad to come 
in. There are three ladies who are greatly in- 
terested in the welfare of the soldiers, and come 
down to do all they can for us. 

* * * * * 

Have visited all Hospitals in the vicinity, 
some of them several times, and they are now 
well supplied. There has been a convalescent 

camp opened across the Susquehanna, which I 
shall visit shortly. 
* * 


* * * 





WISCONSIN SOLDIER’S AID SOCIETY. 


The half-yearly report of the Wisconsin Sol- 
dier’s Aid Society, of July 1st, shows that it has 
been no languid auxiliary of the Commission. 
Its gifts to the Army through the Northwestern 
Branch of the Commission exceed $50,000 a 
year. 

Dr. Wolcott, Surgeon-General of Wisconsin, 
writes to the Society the result of several month’s 


observation of the working of the Commission 
at the front with Gen, Sherman’s Army: f 


Believing that doubt still exists in the minds 
of some of our people, not only as to the utility 
and necessity of the Sanitary Commission, but 
especially as to whether the means so liberally 
NL reach their proper destination. 

laving witnessed the workings of the Commis- 


_ sion through most of its ramifications, and on 


a scale sufficiently extensive to speak with con- 
fidence, I avail myself of this favorable oppor- 
tunity to say, that in my opinion no depart- 
ment of the service is managed in a more thor- 
oughly business-like manner, or more perfectly 
meets the designs and objects of its organiza- 
tion. 

If in this I am correct, it needs no argument 
to prove both its utility and necessity. If it be 
desirable to aid and comfort men who have laid 
us under obligations so deep, that our utmost 
efforts can never cancel them, how, I would ask, 
can we better begin than by furnishing for 
their use, such articles as contribute to both 
comfort and recovery, when confined by wounds 
and sickness in Hospitals, far from friends and 
home. Itis through this channel alone, that 
donations can be successfully conveyed to their 
proper destination. 

I trust therefore, that all who have heretofore 
given, will feel under renewed obligations to 
continue to give, and those whose doubts on 
this question have caused them to withhold do- 
nations heretofore, will endeavor by greater zeal 
hereafter, to atone for past neglect of duty. 





ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
CAMP BaRRY, Aug. 20, 1864. 
To the Sanitary Commission: 
Having re-enlisted from Massachusetts, in 
Battery L, 3d U. 8. Artillery, and appreciating 
as I do the benefits you have conferred upon 


the soldiers since this war commenced, allow . 


me, a private soldier, in acknowledgment, to 
contribute my humble mite to your good work. 
Truly yours, 
ReEvBEN Lippy. 


2p Division, 2D CoRPs,. 
Aug. 6th, 1864. § 


I take great pleasure in testifying my high 
appreciation of the services of the Sanitary 
Commission during the present summer. 

The supplies furnished not only the sick and 
wounded as heretofore, but the well soldiers, 
also, were most opportune; and the liberal 
issues of vegetables, &c., made by the Sanitary 
Commission to the whole army, I have every > 
reason to believe aided materially in preserving 
the health of the men. 

Wishing you continued success in your ines- 
timable labors, 

I am very truly yours, 
JOHN GIBBON, 
Major Gen’l Vols., coma’g Dix. 


To Mr. J. WARNER JOHNSON, 
Sup'. an. Com., Phila. 
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A TRIP UP THE MISSISSIPPI. 

The manner in which enfeebled men, 
weak from wounds and diseases, received 
and contracted in the service, after being 
discharged or furloughed, have been fur- 
nished transportation from the Department 
of the Gulf to their homes in the North and 
Northwest, have often claimed the atten- 
tion of the Commission. 

Prior to this spring we have only been 
able to contemplate the evil, foreseeing no 
power to remedy it. Of course a discharged 
soldier has not the same claim on the Gov- 
ernment for protection as when he was in 


the service; but if justice was meted out to. 


him before his discharge in the true letter 
and spirit of the regulations, he could, 
with the money received for mileage and 
subsistence, be able to obtain a comfort- 
able passage to his home. Even then it is 
not difficult to conceive that men may be- 
come so enfeebled by disease or disabled by 
' wounds, as to be unable to care for them- 
selves, and to require medicines and care- 
ful nursing. Here would be a legitimate 
field of labor for charitable and benevolent 
institutions, supplying an original vacancy, 
and by extending a protecting arm, render 
efficient service to our country’s braves. 
Under existing circumstances we must 
work in unison with officers of the Govern- 
ment, and with all the means we have help 
to do justice to the soldier. 

At this point I wish again toimpress you 
with the magnitude of the good that has 
been accomplished through our agency in 
this Department, for the benefit of the 
soldier in this one particular. 

The difference between receiving money 
for subsistence and mileage for the whole 
distance to a Northern home, and for only 
a portion of the distance, with an order on 
the quartermaster for transportation for 
the balance, is better appreciated by the 
soldier than by any one else; it is simply 
the difference between the value of subsist- 
ence and mileage for over two thousand 
miles and over two hundred miles. 

The practice prevailed in this Depart- 
ment up to the past spring, of paying the 
soldier mileage and subsistence only from 
New York and Cairo to their homes, in- 
stead of from New Orleans or the place of 
their discharge, and in lieu of that an 
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order was given on the quartermaster for 
transportation. That settled his account 
with the Government, and whether maim- 
ed, halt or blind, he must find the quarter- 
master, and if fortunate enough to find him 
in good humor, ascertain, if possible, when 
transportation can be afforded him. He 
may be obliged to wait a week, perhaps 
longer. In the meantime what is to become 
of him? he is not allowed in camp, and is 
shut out of the hospital. He is discharged, 
and has no claim on any official save the 
quartermaster for his transportation ticket. 
Subject to the temptations and vices inci- 
dent to a large city, he may squander his 
money and contract habits to be followed 
by a lifetime of woe. 

Our Soldiers’ Home is the only institu- 
tion that can afford him a refuge, and pro- 
bably all would not avail themselves of its 
privileges. 

The manner in which our sick and 
wounded, furloughed and discharged sol- 
diers are shipped home, is too revolting to 
contemplate. A safe shipment of high- 
blooded stallions, cotton, sugar and other 
products of the tropics, seemed to receive 
more attention than any circumstances 
that could conduce to the comfort of, and 
do justice to the soldier. 

The remedy to this evil was accomplish- 
ed by bringing the facts to the notice of 
the Chief Paymaster, who issued an order 
that all Paymasters should pay to the sol- 
dier subsistence and mileage at current 
rates for the whole distance between New 
Orleans and the place of muster. 

About the last of January, through the 
influence of Dr. Stipp, Medical Inspector of 
the Department, the Quartermaster as- 
signed to the Medical Department the 
steamer Laurel Hill. Under the direction 
of the Commission she was fitted up com- 
pletely for a hospital boat, and made one 
trip to Cairo successfully. Our Agent, Mr. 
Furness, and a colored cook accompanied 
this trip. In addition to that, I will say 
that two Surgeons were detailed by the 
Medical Director to have special charge’ 
of the sick, and general charge of the boat. 
They received their orders from the Medi- 
cal Director. At the sametime orders were 
issued by the Quartermaster to the captain 
of the boat to turn his boat over to the 
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Quartermaster at Cairo, to be loaded by 
him, without any reference to the wishes 
of the Medical Department. 
between four and five hundred recruits 
were ordered aboard on her return trip. 
The tables that had been erected were des- 
troyed, and some damage and loss accrued 
to our stores. z 

It was confidently expected by the Medi- 
cal Department] that the Laurel Hill on her 
return to New Orleans would immediately 
make another trip, as about two hundred 
discharged and furloughed soldiers were 
awaiting transportation. But by the order 
of the Chief Quartermaster the bunks were 
removed as a military necessity, and the 
steamer detained for transportation of 
troops within the Department. 

About the first of March, through the in- 
fluence of Maj.-Gen. Reynolds, and Dr. 
Stipp, the Medical Department obtained 
from the Quartermaster’s Department 
another steamer, the N. W. Thomas, to be 
fitted up and used as a hospital boat, and 
the assistance of the Commission was again 
solicited. 

Our experience with the Laurel Hill was 
sufficient to convince me that a copartner- 
ship between the Quartermaster and Medi- 
cal Departments was not desirable, and 
ought not to exist, except under the con- 
tro] of the latter. 

There could be no objection to the trans- 
portation of freight and a limited number 
of passengers, but an indiscriminate use 
of the boat for anything and everything, 
anybody and everybody, was absurd, and 
I declined taking any part in the matter, 
unless some arrangement could be made 
more favorable to the Medical Department. 

Being assured that the boat should be 
under my control, carpenters were at once 
employed, and under the direction of Mr. 
Furness, two rows of bunks were construct- 
ed in the centre of the cabin, three berths 
high, to accommodate one hundred and 
twenty men. With these, and the unoccu- 
pied staterooms, one hundred and fifty 
could be comfortably provided with beds. 
A temporary storeroom was built on the 
port-guard, and a kitchen, provided with a 
range, was constructed on the lower deck. 
Tables were arranged on the boiler-deck in 
front of the cabin, to accommodate eighty 


Accordingly, 


men. The more feeble were fed in the 
back cabin and in their berths, according — 
to circumstances. 'Two Surgeons were de- 

tailed to have special charge of the sick; and 

I received an order, (which I append,) from 

Dr. Stipp, to take full charge of the steamer 
except as to its running. 

The captain of the boat received orders 
from the Quartermaster to report to the 
Quartermasters at Vicksburg and Memphis 
for fuel, and at Cairo for fuel and freight, 
‘not to interfere with the sanitary purposes 
of the boat.” 

Two thousand rations were drawn from 
the Commissary, including one thousand 
rations of fresh beef. The beds and bed- 
ding, everything that pertains to a hospi- 
tal ward, kitchen and table furniture, as- 


| sorted vegetables, delicacies and stimu- 


lants, were all provided from our store- 
room—(a list of which I append,)—the 
gifts of loyal hearts, and work of loyal 
sinew in the Northeast and Northwest— 
another instance of the universatility of 
the Commission, recognizing no sectional . 
differences, succoring alike the soldier from 
Maine and Iowa, and every intervening 
locality. ; 
With our flag flying at the fore, at five 
o’clock, P.M., March 12th, we moved from 
our moorings, and steamed up the river. 
It was fitting that our flag, the symbol of 
this great charity of the American people, — 
should wave over us. Supported and sus- 
tained by generous hearts and the earnest 
prayers of millions, it was a guaranty of 
safe transit in a long journey through a 
section infested by guerrillas. . 
The knapsacks and baggage belonging to 
the men were checked, and stored away for 
protection. I persuaded the men not to 
carry much money on their persons, offer- 
ing to take it and give a receipt of safe- 
keeping. Between five and six thousand 
dollars was intrusted to my care, and de- 
livered again to the owners on their arrival | 
at Cairo. The sickest men were arranged 
in the staterooms, and especially provided 
for by careful nurses, who bestowed every 
attention. ‘The services of Miss Trotter, of 
Bloomington, Illinois, were secured, who 


rendered efficient service towards the most 


feeble. : 
At Baton Rouge we landed the next day 


The Santary Commission Bulletin. 


659 





and received aboard a few furloughed men. barrels of pickles and vegetables, thirteen 


Here, the boiler of our boat was discovered to 
be leaking, and we were obliged to ‘‘tie up” 
for repairs, and wait for assistance to come 
to us from New Orleans. This delay was 
discouraging a1d disheartening to the men, 
and the occasion of some uneasiness. The 
furloughs of those who were looking for- 
ward to a respite at home, were expiring in 
a place and condition unenviable. The de- 
lay, too, served to depress the spirits of 
those more feeble, who only hoped to reach 
home to die in the midst of their families. 
At this place, two, who had clung to the 
elastic thread of ahope of once more meet- 
ing their friends at home, died, and were 
interred in the Soldiers’ Burying Ground. 

After four days’ delay we again proceeded 
up stream, and landing next at Port Hud- 
son, we received aboard all the discharged 
and furloughed soldiers at this post. On 
route to Vicksburg another soldier, from 
‘the interior of Indiana, died, and was 
buried there. 4 

The personal effects of all those who died 
- were intrusted to my care, and forwarded 
by me on arrival at Cairo, per Adams’ Ex- 
press, to their friends, as generally direct- 
ed by them before death. 

At Vicksburg and Memphis, I was able to 
obtain some stores from our own storeroom, 
but was obliged to purchase others to eke 
out the long journey still before us. 

After leaving Memphis, nothing of inter- 
est or regret occurred to vary the monotony 
of a long trip up the river. 

Among the men a spirit of contentment 
and thankfulness was exhibited that was 
refreshing to witness, and many benedic- 
tions were pronounced on the ever-provi- 
dent U. S. Sanitary Commission. 

My arrival at Cairo at this time was op- 
portune, as I met Dr. Warriner in charge 
of steamer Dunleith, loaded with stores, en 
route for all the posts on the river, includ- 
ing New Orleans. Instructions having been 
given to the Quartermaster not to interfere 
with the sanitary purposes of the boat, I 
was enabled to take what stores were des- 
tined for New Orleans, aboard the Thomas, 
thus making the trip of the Dunleith below 
' Vicksburg unnecessary, and less expensive 
to the Commission. I received from Dr. 
Warriner, at this time, about one thousand 


barrels of ale, and other stores needed in 
the Department of the Gulf.—Dr. Blake’s 
Report. 





DIARY OF MRS. E. C. PORTER, 


AGENT OF THE SANITARY COMMISSION IN THE 
ARMY OF THE CUMBERLAND. 


Mrs. Porter accompanies Mrs. Bickerdyke 
in her arduous labors at the front, among 
the wounded, where both have labored in- 
defatigably these last twomonths. To give 
some idea of the kind of service they rend- 
er our wounded men, their method of work, 
and how indispensable are sanitary stores 
in times of battle, we publish Mrs. Porter’s 
diary, written during the month of May. 
Its interest will be sufficient excuse for the 
publication of so interesting a document. 


NEAR THE BATTLE GROUND, SUGAR CREEK, GA. 
GEN. LOGAN’S HEADQUARTERS, May 15, 1864. 


I have just reached this place, where I 
hear the constant roar which tells of battle 
and of death. The battle has just com- 
menced, and several wounded have been 
brought in who are to be sent north. Our 
batteries are engaged. The poor privates 
who are wounded cannot leave at once. 

Mrs. Bickerdyke left on the 10th for Chat- 
tanooga. I followed on Wednesday, in 
company with Rey. Drs. Budington and 
Thompson, N. Y. agents of the Christian 
Commission, sent here on a tour of obsery- 
ation. We reached Chattanooga yesterday 
morning. JI found Mrs. Bickerdyke had 
gone on to Ringgold, and so I took the 
noon train and came down to Ringgold, 
where I found Mrs. Bickerdyke in the San- 
itary rooms, preparing supplies to take for- 
ward in teams that were going out in the 
morning. We slept in a soldier’s tent that 
night and were in readiness to start in the 
morning. Mrs. Bickerdyke had sent for- 
word the evening before such sanitary 
stores as could be taken in the teams. 

I wish I could give you a description of 
our mule train—a long solemn train of mule 
teams! most of them looking as if dragging 
heavily, and many making a mighty effort 
to take their last load to the scene of strife. 
Can you imagine such a train? reaching all 
the way from Ringgold to Sugar Creek, a 
distance of twenty-five miles? Such a train 
has almost literally filled the way with sup- 
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plies to our army to-day. The supplies are 
to go by railroad soon, and the mules which 
are falling on the right hand and on the 
left, from over-work, poor fare and exhaust- 
ion, will be relieved. 

We reached Sugar Creek about six 
o'clock, and were most kindly received at 
Gen. Logan’s headquarters—where I am 
now writing—by Gen. Smith and others of 
his staff. They informed us that Gen. Lo- 
gan had been on the battle-field since last 
evening. The enemy’s guns are loud and 
rapid now, and although I do not think we 
ean go to the battle-field to-night, it will 
be difficult to stay away from it while this 
roar of artillery continues, knowing that 
many poor fellows are needing our care 
and attention. 

Col. Smith has assured Mrs. Bickerdyke 
that the ambulance or anything else which 
he can furnish, shall be supplied to aid her 
in her work. Mrs. Bickerdyke was very de- 
sirous of going to the hospital in the field 
immediately to night, but it was not. best. 
It is five miles distant, and she needs rest. 


Monpay, May 17. 


Never have I passed such a Sabbath as 
yesterday, and I wish I could believe there 
never would be such another. We rose 
very early, after hearing the artillery all 
night as the fight went on, terrible in its 
echo, and terrible not only to our enemies, 
but to many of our noble brothers, who 
have suddenly fallen, or are left mutilated 
to languish in an extempore hospital at the 
front. 


Gen. Logan’s headquarters, where we 
passed the night, are about four miles from 
the battle-field. The wounded were brought 
into hospitals, quickly and roughly prepar- 
ed in the forest, as near the field as safety 
would permit. Upon arriving at the place 
for the First Division Hospital, we were 
met by the familiar face of Dr. Woodworth, 
of Chicago, whom we knew would do all in 
his power to relieve the suffering. Whata 
scene was presented! Precious sons of 
northern mothers, beloved husbands of 
northern wives were already here to under- 
dergo amputation, to have wounds probed 
and dressed, or broken limbs set and band- 
aged. Some were writhing under the sur- 
geon’s knife, but bore their suffering brave- 


ly anduncomplainingly. There weremany 
whose wounds ‘were considered slight, such 
as a shot through the hand, arm, or leg, 
which but for the contrast with severer ca- 
ses, would seem dreadful. Never was the 
presence of women more joyfully welecom- 
ed. It was touching to see those precious 
boys looking up into our faces with such 
hope and gladness. It brought to their 
minds mother and home, as each testified 
while his wounds were being dressed; 
“This seems a little like having mother 
about,” was the reiterated expression of the 
wounded, as one after another was washed 
and had his wounds dressed. Mrs. Bicker- 
dyke and myself assisted in the operation. 
Poor boys! how my heart ached that I 
could do so little. 

After doing what we could in Hospital 
No. 1, to render the condition of the poor 
fellows tolerable, we proceeded to No. 2, 
and did what we could there, distributing 
our sanitary comforts in the most economi- 
cal manner, so as to make them go as far 
as possible. . We found that what we brought 


‘in the ambulance was giving untold com- 


fort to our poor exhausted wounded men, 

whose rough hospital couches were made 
by pine boughs with the stems cut out, 
spread upon the ground, over which their 
blankets were thrown. This forms the 
bed, and the poor fellows’ blouses, saturat- 
ed with their own blood, is their only pil- 
low, their knapsacks being left behind when 

they went into battle. More sanitary goods 

are on the way, and will be brought to re- 

lieve the men as soon as possible. 

Now all the supplies of this immense ar- 
my are brought from Ringgold by teams, 
and food for the army must be forwarded 
first. I have seen no bread for several 
days but army hard tack. The dear boys 
think it good, and so it is to the hungry 
men, and when cooked in soups and pa- 
nada. C . 

We found in the Third and Fourth Hos- 
pitals much the same condition of things; 
all doing what they could to perfect the 
hospital arrangements, and extemporizing 
kitchen tents and beds by the hundred, all 
made as I have described. 

The young surgeons are most of them 
doing themselves great credit by their at« | 
tention to the suffering, I haye seen as. 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


yet but few except young men in the hos- 
pitals. There are some venerable workers, 
who should haye the grateful thanks of the 
nation for their devotion to the suffering. 

This evening we were cheered by the ar- 
rival of the sanitary goods, which were 
loaded at Ringgold, under Mrs. Bicker- 
dyke’s direction. They are the only sani- 
tary goods here, except the delicacies 
brought by us in the ambulance, which 
were sent us direct from Chicago. From 
them every wounded man had not only a 
eooling draught of lemonade, but many 
other comforts which seemed to be just 
what was needed, and which have called 
forth repeated blessings upon the Sanitary 
Commision. 

Last night there was sharp fighting again, 
if the constant roar of heavy artillery tells 
truly. Our tent was spread near the wound- 
ed and the dying, and was filled with bar- 
-rels of lemons, pickles and various other 
articles of comfort. Our bed was compos- 
ed of dry leaves, spread with a rubber and 
soldier’s blanket—our own blankets, with 
_ pillows and all, having been given out to 
sufferers long before night. Our tent is lo- 
cated about two miles from the seat of 
action, and every discharge is distinctly 
heard. ‘This morning report says the ene- 
my are going toward Atlanta. 

Several wounded men have died during 
the night. Mrs. Bickerdyke and myself are 
going out to look after another division of 
wounded men, Mr Tone, of the Sanitary 
Commission, has just arrived, to make some 
arrangements for getting forward the sup- 
plies which are now so much needed, and 
will be demanded yet more in a day or 


two. 
May 19th. 


I wrote the above two days since, and 
have had no more time to write until now. 
But since then I have passed through 
thrilling scenes, and have witnessed many 
deaths, which have left fond wives in wid- 
owhood and made many children father- 
less, who had looked forward to July with 
fond hopes. ‘‘Then father’s time in the 
army will be out, and we will be so glad!” 

Yesterday there was a Sanitary agent 
here, Mr. Tone, and we received from him 
a few articles, such as crackers, canned 
milk, bandages, and a few bottles of rasp- 
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berry vinegar, all so very acceptable to our 
suffering patients, four of whom have pass- 
ed beyond our care, and already lie in the 
newly opened burying place. Yesterday, 
Mr. Smith, of the Christian Commission at 
Nashville, was here, and Mr. Lawrence, 
from Chattanooga. With his usual care- 
fulness for the comfort of others, he left 
with us his rubber and woolen blankets, 
which, as we had put our last piece of bed- 
ding under the wounded men, were grate- 
fully received. He has gone for more sup- 
plies. When he returns, we hope the wants 
of our boys will be met. 

You cannot imagine the condition of our 
wounded men who have had no change of 
clothing. Think of a wounded man lying 
in his shirt saturated with blood,and wearing 
it until it becomes dry and hard, his blan- 
ket in the same condition, and he lying on 
the ground without pillow, except his knap- 
sack. We brought several pillows, and 
when I put one of them under the head of 
a great sufferer, he said, ‘‘Oh, that is so 
soft!” As I passed along, yesterday, one 
of the boys looked up imploringly, and 
said, ‘‘Oh, my bed is hard!” I had just 
taken a pillow fom the bed of a man just 
dead, and laid it out to dry. I asked, 
‘‘shall I bring that?’ ‘‘ Yes,” he said, 
and when I brought it, stained with his 
comrade’s blood, and laid his weary aching 
head upon it, he replied, ‘‘ Oh, that is such 
a relief!’ We know there are sanitary 
stores in abundance, and that they are on 
the way, and we also realize the difficulty of 
getting anything to us, in our remote lo- 
cality, so far from the railroad, where ey- 
ery thing must be brought by teams. We 
are hourly expecting sanitary goods, which 
will furnish the boys with comforts that 
mothers, wives and sisters have prepared. 

Mrs. Bickerdyke has succeeded in bring- 
ing about a little more order to-day in feed- 
ing these three hundred men. The painful 
work has commenced of removing these 
men to Resaca, about three miles from the 
place where they were first received. This 
arrangement is deemed best, as it brings 
them at once upon the railroad, where they 
can be sent North at some time, and I am 
told that most are to be sent North as soon 
as practicable. Noone who has not seen 
the immediate effects of a battle can haye 
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any idea of its horrors. I am daily grate- 
ful to God for having raised up and strength- 
ened for the work of comforting the wound- 
ed ‘“‘Mother Bickerdyke,” as the soldiers 
truly callher. She has followed them with 
a mother’s self-sacrificing devotion, and the 


ee high patriotism and benevolence which ex- 


ist in her nature. She never fails in the 
time of the soldier’s necessity, no matter 
what that necessity may be. Like a true 
mother she is ready for it. She is ready to 
contend for his rights, as many in authority 
have been made to feel, and she is sustain- 
ed in labors which seem supernatural. I 
hope mothers, wives and sisters will appre- 
ciate her services, and give to her dear 
fatherless boys aid whem needed, as she has 
rendered it to theirs. 

To day every kettle which could be rais- 
ed has been used in making coffee. Mrs. 
Bickerdyke has made barrel after barrel, 
and it is a comfort to know that multitudes 
are reached, and cheered, andsaved. ‘T'wo 
hundred and sixty slightly wounded men 
just came to this point, on the cars on their 
way North, all hungry and weary, saying, 
‘*We are so thirsty,” ‘‘Do give us some- 
thing to eat.” Mrs. Bickerdyke was engag- 
ed in giving out supper to the three hun- 
dred in wards here, and told them she could 
not feed them then. They turned away in 
sorrow and were leaving, when learning 
who they were—wounded men of the 20th 
Army Corps—and their necessity, she told 
them to wait a few moments, she would at- 
tend tothem. She gave them coffee, kraut, 
and potato pickles, which are never eaten 
but. by famished men, and for once they 
were a luxury. I stood in the room where 
our supplies were deposited, giving to some 
crackers, to some pickles, and to each hun- 
gry man something. 

One of the green cards that come on all 
the stores of the Northwestern Commission 
Mrs. Bickerdyke had tacked upon the 
wall, and this told the inquirers from what 
branch of the Commission the supplies 
were obtained. Themen were mostly from 
‘New York, Pennsylvania and New Jersey, 
‘and most grateful recipients were they of 
‘the generosity of the Northwest. 

You can imagine the effort made to sup- 
‘ply two barrels of coffee, with only three 
camp kettles, two iron boilers, holding two 


pailfuls, one small iron teakettle, and one 
saucepan to make itin. These, all placed 
over a dry rail fire, were boiled in double 
quick time, and were filled and refilled till 
all had a portion. Chicago canned milk 
never gave more comfort than on this oc- 
casion, [assure you. Our cooking conve- 
niences are much the same as at Missionary 
Ridge, but there is to be a change soon. 
The Medical Director informs me that this 
is to be a recovering hospital, and cooking 
apparatus will soon be provided. 


Freup Hospiran, Resaca, Ga., May 20th. 

All convalescents are this morning order- 
ed from this hospital. Mrs. B. and my- 
self feel that we must leave these, now com- 
paratively provided for, and hasten to the 
front, to those who are in the condition in 
which we found these. Many of the wound- 
ed are doing well. All who will recover 
areimproving. Yesterday we received from 
government tents, cots and other comforts 
for the relief of our wounded, who have 
been lying on the ground, though bunks 
have been prepared for many. 

Mrs. Bickerdyke is moving among the 
wounded, and is doing good as she has op- 
portunity. Last night as I slept in my tent, 
surrounded by the wounded, I was awak- 
ened by dreadful cries and groans, as if of 
one in distress. It continued, seeming 
like the death agonies of. a strong man. 
My first impulse was to go to him, but that 
I could not do. At length the groans 
ceased, and when I inquired of our sur- 
geon, from whose tent they proceeded, he - 
said it was a wounded rebel prisoner, who 
died in the night. .The rebel wounded 
bear their sufferings less bravely than our 


men. 
KINGSTON, GEORGIA, May 23d. 


Yesterday morning we arrived at Kings- 
ton, sleeping in cars, and accompanied by 
officers, and a minister sent by the Chris- 
tian Commission. The cars were filled - 
with sacks of. corn upon which we rested. 
We reached here and took breakfast with 
agents of the Sanitary and Christixn Com- 
missions. ‘There is great hurrying to and 
fro, for an order has been issued for a for- 
ward move to-morrow, and all are making 
preparations. Rations for twenty days are 
ordered. Mrs. Bickerdyke took an ambu- 
lance and rode out to Gen. McPherson’s 
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' head-quarters, to learn from him what we 
should plan to do. The General encour- 
aged our going forward, by assuring us 
that transportation should be furnished for 
our sanitary goods. On the matter of 
transportation, Col. Smith, or rather the 
Quarter-Master of the corps, informed us 
that the best ambulance and driver should 
be at our command, if we would go for- 
ward, and that our services were apprecia- 
ted so highly, that everything should be 
done to facilitate and aid us in our work. 
From other officers we received the same 
assurance. We took out a few comforts to 
_ the batteries, and found them in remarka- 
ble health and spirits, considering the 
struggle through which: they had passed: 


May 23d. 
. Sanitary agents have issued several tons 
ef vegetables and other sanitary goods, to- 
day, to the different divisions of this great 
army. Mrs. Bickerdyke has received this 
morning a large supply for our use among 
the wounded, which are to be sent forward 
to be in readiness for the next contest, 
which is no doubt near at hand. The In- 
diana agent sent us supplies at Resaca 
which we have reserved for the coming 
want. Mrs. Bickerdyke was greeted on 
the street by a soldier on horseback: 
“Mother,” said he, ‘‘is that you? Don’t 
you remember me? [ was in the Hospi- 
tal, my arm amputated, and I was saved by 
your kindness. I am so glad to see you,” 
giving her a beautiful bouquet of roses, the 
only token of grateful remembrance he 
could command. Mrs. B. daily receives 
such greetings from men, who say they 
have been saved from death by her ‘efforts. 
The blessing of many ready to perish is no 
small reward, and it is hers in overflowing 
measure. 
May 24th. 
Last evening two or three hundred ex- 
hausted men were sent here faint and weary. 
Mrs. B. and myself tried with what means 
we had, to meet their necessities. Mrs. B. 
made them coffee, and we gave them pic- 
kles and other food, which refreshed them 
greatly. They felt that if they could rest 
and have enough to eat, such as they need- 
ed, they would soon be able to do duty. 


This morning the surgeon of a hospital 


| tacked by our enemies. 


| even. 


called to ask that we would go and help him 
in his work, which we promised to do. 
About an hour ago a great excitement 
prevailed, as it was said the rebels were 
coming upon us with a dash. Such a 
stampede among the stragglers, and so 
many pale faces I have not before seen. 
We were having our boxes shipped for Re- 
saca. Hastened by the fright most of them: 
were shipped, but four or five valuable 
packages remain, and we design to get them 
off as soon as possible, as it is thought gu- 
errillas will make another attempt here. 


Fizip HosPITAL UNDER CARE OF DR. WRIGHT, 
May 25th. 


Yesterday, as the trains were passing 
about four miles from here, they were at- 
Four soldiers who 
had dismounted were killed, first slightly 
wounded, then evidently knocked on the 
head witha gunorclub. That was the sur- 
geon’s testimony, and the most inexperi- 


* enced observer would come to the same con- 


clusion, who looked upon their bruised, 
broken faces. What exhibitions do we 
daily receive of the chivalry of our high- 
minded southern foes ? Could Satan him- 
self give stronger proofs of his love of evil 
than these devoted servants of their master ? 

Last evening, having seen most of our 
sanitary goods on the cars, I left the town, 
which it was thought might be filled with 
rebels to-day, and came to this field hospi- 
tal. Mrs. Bickerdyke had taken a few ar- 
ticles and gone up in the morning, with 
men and women to clean and put things in 
order to feed and comfort the sad, exhaust- 
ed and wounded soldiers. I found the 
house filled with such already. The beau- 
tiful, but filthy premises, under her direc- 
tion had been made comfortably clean, and 
now the floors were covered with soldiers, 
resting their weary heads on knapsacks or 
blouses, many of them without blankets 
On the march they have thrown 
everything away, because they are so bur- 
dened. They often start with very heavy 
burdens, unwilling to give up any of the 
little comforts they have gathered about 
them, but as the heat increases and the sol- 
diers become weary, one thing after another 
is thrown away, until only their knapsacks 
which contain their rations, and their cups 
remain. 
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The failing and faint-hearted are con- 
stantly comingin. They report themselves 
sick, and a few days of rest and nourishing 
food will restore most of them, but some 
have made their last march, and will soon 
be laid in a soldier’s grave!, Mrs. B. has 
sent gruel and other food, which I have 
been distributing according to the wants of 
the prostrate multitude, all on the floor. 
Some are very sick men! It is a pleasure 
to do something for them. They are all 
dear to some circle, and are a noble com- 
pany. Two hundred are gathered here. 
Sanitary goods are our dependence in tak- 
ing care of them. We have received lib- 
erally from the Western Commission, and 
some very valuable articles from the Chris- 
tian Commission, and have made them tell 
upon the comfort of those ready to perish. 
How often do I hear the remark, ‘‘ What 
should we have done but for the Sanitary 
Commission ?” We suffer the greatest in- 
convenience from the want of cooking 
utensils. Itis very hard work to provide 
food for so many hundreds, without any 
other convenience than an out-door fire, 
under the heat of a summer sun. A tent 
does not exclude this heat. Soup kettles 
and large ranges would diminish the labor, 
and add greatly to our ability to be useful. 
Mrs. Bickerdyke applied to Louisville for 
such aid, knowing by experience the hard 
service which must be required, but they 
have not come, probably on account of dif- 
ficulty in the way of transportation, and 
she will toil on without them until her 
strong constitition is undermined, I fear. 


Wednesday. 


Heavy firing was heard in front yester- 
day. ‘To-day three hundred and twelve 
men have been fed and comforted here. 
This morning Mrs. Bickerdyke made mush 
for two hundred, having gathered up in 
various places kettles, so that by great ef- 
fort out of doors she can cook something. 
Potatoes, received from Iowa, and dried 
frnit and canned, have been distributed 
among the men. Many of them are from 
Towa. ‘‘What could we do without these 
stores ?” is the constant inquiry. 


May -26. 


I have visited the deserted hospitals near 
us, erected after Chattanooga was shelled 


by our troops, as I was informed by a lady 
who lives near. They are of sufficient size — 
to accommodate 1,000 sick and wounded 
men, are built according to the directions 
of their Medical Board, and are altogether 
the best arrangements for a temporary hos- 
pital which I have seen, nothing wanting 
for convenience or comfort, and the loca- 
tion one of the best that could have been 
chosen. The rebels know how to take care 
of themselves. They were hurried out of 
the hospital last week, and as they evacu- 
ated took their sick with them. The place 
we occupy is by no means as convenient, 
this being a private residence merely. But 
the plan is to send our men North, if they 
cannot go forward. Hundreds have al- 
ready gone, and multitudes are on the way. 
A company of poor white women came to 
see us this morning, who said, ‘‘ Georgia 
never went out of the Union of her own 
free will, but she could not help herself.” 
They say, ‘‘ our children are to be bound 
out to the planters, and we put into the 
hospitals to do the work,:and thus be sep- 
arated from our children; we know they’ll 
do it if they can. ‘The ladies say that they 
will have our children for servants if they 
can’t get the niggers, and they will.” 
. May 27th. 

Andrew Somerville, a faithful soldier, who 
went down to Reseca with our sanitary 
goods, after having put them into Mr. 
Jones (the agent’s) hands, was overpowered 
by a band of drunken soldiers, who were 
on a wild robbing expedition. They took | 
some things after having knocked him 
down. A guard was called and military 
power exerted to arrest them. A telegram 
from Rome asking for sanitary goods. I 
shall go to Resaca for them as the wounded 


are suffering. 
May 28th. 


There is heavy firing in the direction of 
Rome. I concluded to telegraph to Re- 
saca and wait until to-day. Everything in- 
dicates the necessity of comforts for the 
wounded. There is a sharp contest going 
on to protect a gap in the mountains. 

May 29th. 

Last evening, in view of the wants of the 
wounded, who were reported coming in to 
be sent forward, I went to Resaca to get 
supplies, and returned this morning. 
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To-day we hear of dreadful slaughter 
and suffering, and we are told that a train of 
ambulances is on its way to this point with 
the wounded. TheColonel of the 83d Ohio 
Regiment ran into our room to ask for sup- 
plies to go out to his regiment; Dr. Everett 
of the 10th Iowa also. We shall give them 
all we can spare. But, if our supplies 
were increased four-fold, we could easily 
use them. pes 


- In another letter, dated Kingston, Geo., 
June 1st, Mrs. Porter says: ‘‘ We have re- 
 eeived, fed, and comforted at this hospital, 
during the past week, between 4,000 and 
5,000 wounded men, and still they come. 
Our sanitary stores are just what we need, 
and to-day we have received a quantity 
from Resaca, and a telegram from Mr. 
Read, United States Sanitary Agent at 
Chattanooga, requesting us to draw upon 
that depot for anything we need, which we 
shall be glad to do. All the food and cloth- 
ing have passed under our supervision, 
and, indeed, almost every garment has been 
given out by our hands. Almost every ar- 
ticle of special diet has been cooked by 
Mrs. Bickerdyke personally, and all has 
been superintended by her. I speak of 
this particularly, as it is a wonderful ful- 
fillment of the promise, ‘As thy day is, so 
shall thy strength be.’ ” 

Again, writing from Alatoona, Ga., June 
14th: ‘I have just visited a tent filled with 
‘amputated cases.’ They are noble young 
men, the pride and hope of loving families 
at the North, but most of them are so low 
that they will never again return to them. 
Each had a special request for ‘something 
that he could relish.” I made my way 
quickly down from the heights, where the 
hospital tents are pitched, and sought for 
the food they craved. I found it among 
the goods of the Sanitary Commission— 
and now the dried currants, cherries, and 
other fruit are stewing; we have unsoldered 
cans containing condensed milk and pre- 
served fruit—and the poor fellows will not 
be disappointéed in their expectations.” 

We refrain from saying much that we 

‘know about Mrs. Porter’s labors in the 
Western Department, where she has been 
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most of the time since the war began, her 
modesty even in the foregoing report lead- 
ing her to speak of others rather than her- 
self, but as children often illustrate the 
parents, we insert an incident of the late 
severe battle before Atlanta, as we find it 
described by a correspondent of the New 
York Tribune: 


‘*Speaking of artillery and heroism, I 


» should notice the gallant conduct of private 


James B. Porter, of Battery A., 1st [linois 
Light Artillery, on the 22d. This young 
man, who has served his country over three 
years, having re-enlisted as a veteran, has 
won the love and respect of both officers 
and privates by the modest bravery he 
has from time to time exhibited. On the 
22d instant his section was posted near our 
skirmish line in front of Gen. Morgan L. 
Smith, 2d Division, 15th Corps, when the 
111th Illinois and 53d Ohio, Col. Jones, 
were driven in by a superior force of the 
enemy, who made a dash at the two guns and 
captured them. Young Porter remained 
faithfully at his post till the rebels fairly 
swarmed over the battery, when he deter- 
mined not to surrender, and fell as though 


mortally wounded at the side of a dead 
comrade, and for half an hour he feigned 
to be dead, during which time he was kick- 
ed twice, and was nearly crushed to death 
by the crowd of rebels flocking to examine 
the guns. 

The tide of victory, it will be remember- 
ed, suddenly turned, and our troops were 
pursuing the retreating foe. As soon as 
Porter discovered that the ‘‘ Johnnies” 
were falling back pretty rapidly, he seized 
a musket belonging to a dead infantryman - 
who lay close beside him in a pool of blood, 
and gathering up a handful of cartridges, 
he was not long in loading the musket and 
sending its leaden messengers after the de- 
ceived ‘‘ chivalry.” Yesterday young Por- 
ter was Acting Orderly Sergeant, and had 
charge of two pieces of artillery which were 
held in reserve in rear of our main line. 
Private James B. Porter is a son of the 
Rev. Jeremiah Porter, now serving as 
Chaplain of the same battery to which his 
son is attached. Mrs. Jeremiah Porter has 
devoted her services for the past six months 
to the care of sick and wounded soldiers 
in this army, enduring untold hardships. 
The three members of this family are all 
with this army at the present time. Young 
Porter is an educated Christian gentleman, 
and a fine specimen of the true American 
volunteer soldier, having graduated with 
high honors at Beloit College.” 
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WHAT THE AUXILIARY RELIEF CORPS 
HAS DONE. . 


We conclude in the present number the 
extracts from the interesting letters from 
the Auxiliary Relief Corps, publication of 
which was commenced in the BuLLETIN of 
August 15. 


Me. S. F. JAYNE. 


A COLORED HOSPITAL. 


About the 20th of June last a special 
field hospital for colored troops was estab- 
lished at this place. A squad of Sanitary 
Relief Corps, under direction of Miss Helen 
L. Gilson, has been here for three weeks, 
giving attention in various ways to the sick 
and wounded—in the same manner as to 
white soldiers. It has in this time admin- 
istered to some three hundred sick and 
wounded men. It has furnished all of the 
light diet for the hospital. 

A large majority of those admitted to this 
hospital have been the sick; therefore, the 
demand for light diet has been greater than 
for the same number of wounded men. In 
many respects the work here is peculiar. 
While the men are patient in their suffer- 
ings, they are generally otherwise childish, 
with little judgment in taking care of them- 
selves. It is often difficult to ascertain 
their diseases; and they give vague and 
unsatisfactory answers when questioned in 
regard to them. 

Nearly all complain of ‘‘misery in the 
breast,” and very many have diseases of 
the lungs added to other troubles. It is 
evident that many have been allowed to 
enter the service who are physically inca- 
pable of performing the duties of the 
soldier. 

The hospital, until lately, has been quite 
deficient in the means necessary for mak- 
ing the men comfortable. Many were for 
a long time without beds. The wards were 
not suppled with cups and spoons, and 
other conveniences for feeding the men. 
Many of these things we have furnished 
for them. Among other things, some two 
hundred tin cups, one hundred spoons, 
thirty wash-basins, one hundred and twen- 
ty-five beds, two hundred shirts and drawers, 
a large number of blankets, socks, towels, 
handkerchiefs, head-rests, fans, oranges, 
lemons, ete. 

Few of the nurses are fit for their duties, 
being entirely without experience in taking 
care of the sick. Many of them were near- 
ly sick when assigned to duty. Few of 
them can read or write, and it was deemed 
unsafe to intrust them with the administra- 
tion of medicine. 

The hospital has suffered from want of 
sufficient help to do the police and other 
oe necessary to keep things orderly and 
clean. 


Besides the daily amount of light diet, 
we have several times furnished crackers in 
bulk to the steward, upon his requisition to 
supply deficiencies in his bread rations. 
We furnish stimulants twice a day to all of 
the low cases that need it. Besides a 
liberal distribution of indispensable arti- 
cles, many little comforts have been fur- 
nished to the men. Letters have been 
written for them, for which they appear 
especially grateful. The Bible has been 
read to them, and some religious instruc- 
tion given to them, which they always 
listen to with interest and delight. Many of 
those who cannot read express a strong 
desire to learn, and in order to encourage 


this feeling, some two hundred spelling 


books have been ordered for them. 

It is hoped that opportunity may be 
found to afford them systematically some 
instruction, religious and otherwise, for 
which their simple-hearted and childish 
natures are ever eager. It is also hoped 
that our efforts for these men may become 
constantly more effective. 

Besides the sick and wounded, there are 
in camp here about fifty fugitive slaves, 
women and children. They are very desti- 
tute, and we have supplied them to some 
extent with needed articles. They now 
receive rations from the Government, and 
some of the women are employed in wash- 
ing and cooking for the hospital. 


Rev. W. J. Porter, 
AT VARIOUS ‘*BASES.”’ 


I entered the service of the Sanitary 
Commission at Fredericksburg, about the 
20th of May. The Commission had done. 
its greatest work there before my arrival, 
but still its agents were very busy. The 
wounded men being removed to Washing- 
ton, and one element of the Commission’s 
work to which I was first introduced, was 
the caring for the sufferers while they were 
being transported from the hospitals to the 
boats and cars. The trains particularly 
were very irregular in their times of run- 
ning, and in their capacity for carrying. 
Several times wounded men were taken 
over the river for a particular train, who 
had to wait several hours, or the whole 
night without any provision for rations or 
shelter, until the train should leave. Once 
a train was loaded, and for some reason the | 
men were again taken out and placed on 
the ground for the night. A certain num- 
ber of the Commission were called upon 
for several nights in succession to go over 
and feed and care for the men the best 
way they could. 

It was a hard service; the nights were 
dark, once or twice rainy, and the ground 
was very muddy; there was nothing to — 
make the service pleasant, save the con- 
sciousness that many a poor sufferer was 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


667 





relieved of some of his wretchedness, and 
many a one who must otherwise have per- 
ished, was saved to life. The Government 
had done little or nothing for these detained 
men. It was left for the Sanitary and 
other charitable Commissions to provide 
for their wants. 

I worked also at Fredericksburg, in the 
6th Corps’ Hospital, during the last few 
days that Fredericksburg was held by our 
army. The Sanitary Commission furnish- 
ed largely to this hospital, both in the way 
of articles of food and clothing, and its 
agents were indefatigable as nurses. 

- At Port Royal, the next base, no hospi- 
tals were established, and our work was to 
eare for the wounded from the general 
feeding station, as they came in, and dur- 
ing the day or two that they might remain 
in the village before being sent North. 
We met the wagon trains with their suffer- 
ing freight, half or three-quarters of a mile 
from our station, with buckets of soup and 
tea, and milk and punch, and crackers. 

Oitensr than not, the. trains arrivel by 
night, so that our work was quite as much 
by night as by day. Some of our party 
carried merely water for wetting wounds— 
a service that was welcome as any—others 
were dressers, and dressed the wounds of 
the men in the wagons or by the way-side. 

The houses and stores, too, were filled 
with wounded, and these also were looked 
up and cared for, until they were removed. 

At White House the same work was re- 
newed—only the hospitals took more per- 
manent shape, and more system could be 
introduced. I was here assigned to service 
under Mr. Marshall, in the 9th Corps, with 
which I have since been connected. 

On coming to City Point, the withdrawal 
of Mr. Marshall left me in charge of the 
Sanitary work for the 9th Corps’ Hospital. 
We established our tent on Sunday, June 
19th; only a few hospital tents had then 
been erected, and there were only sixty 
patients present. These were but slightly 
wounded, and were able to walk. The 
next day a train of three hundred more 
severely wounded arrived, and in a few 
days our number went up to twelve hun- 
dred, but the hospital is now reduced by 
removals to three hundred and thirty-eight, 
according to this morning’s report. I esti- 
mate that there have been something over 
two thousand different patients in the hos- 
pital during the three weeks. During the 
first two weeks we issued very largely of 
all kinds of sanitary stores, particularly of 
clothing. Most of the men, on account of 
the long campaign, and the heat and dust, 
came in very needy. We gave all the 
worst cases clean clothing. It has not 
been possible to keep an accurate account 
of all the stores delivered, but I judge we 
have given out at least one thousand shirts 

and one thousand pairs of drawers. The 


great demand is now over, and the Govern- 
ment is also better provided with supplies 
of all kinds than at first. The tents are 
now all furnished with bedsteads, and most 
of them with mattresses. 

The grounds are are well policed, and 
the hospital is being put into the condition 
of a permanent general hospital as rapidly 
as possible. Onan average we have had 
here a force of eight or nine Sanitary 
agents. These are assigned to sections of » 
five or six wards each, and attend to the 
distribution of sanitary articles through 
their respective sections, and somewhat to 
cases of special diet and to the wants of 
the patients generally, so far as they can be 
supplied from our stores or by personal 
care, 

One of our number has busied himself 
for two days past in making foot-tubs for 
his wards out of tamarind kegs. They 
prove an excellent thing, and I would sug- 
gest whether it would not be well for the 
Commission to furnish foot-tubs to every 
hospital, so that each ward may have one, 


or something that will answer for one. 
* * * * * 


Rev. A. B. Hypkz. 
IN THE SECOND CORPS. 


T arrived at City Point June 24th. Be- 
ing presented to Mr. Fay, and finding my 
old college friend, Orange Judd, present, 
already initiated and full of labors, I was 
able at once to commence some efforts to 
be useful. 

That evening we made our way through 
‘¢a hundred circling camps,” reaching the 
hospital of the 2d, 5th, 6th, and 9th Corps. 
For two hours we distributed little com- 
forts, newspapers, tobacco, etc. The next 
day I was early sent to the ground, and had 
a full view of the work. 

To bring at least 6,000 (we counted 5,924 
without counting the negro cavalry) suffer- 
ing men to anything like home comfort, 
seemed an impossible task. 

But I found in the 2d Corps, to which I 
was assigned, faithful and experienced 
men, from whom I learned what to do and 
how todo it. To feedand bathe, to get a 
fan, a hat and handkerchief, to furnish 
paper and pencil, perhaps to write for a 
helpless man, to pity and pray for the sick 
and dying, those things filled up the day 
very full. 

Pain in all its forms was before us, and 
as we tried to mitigate it, constant bless- 
ings were showered on the Commission and 
itslabors. Asrapidly as the nature of their 
maladies allowed, the patients were remoy- 
ed to General Hospitals. But there was 
yet enough to be done. My work grew 
dearer as I comprehended it better. It was 
with pain that I found my own health rap- 
idly failing, and obtaining no relief, I felt 
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it my duty to return home, I had learned 
to feel the highest respect for my fellow- 
workers, and had seen with my own eyes 
the excellent humanities of the Sanitary 
Commission. 


Mr. A. W. Sperry. 
AT CITY POINT. 


I have to report that the members of the 
Relief Corps attached to the 6th Corps’ Hos- 
pital at the base arrived at this place on the 
18th ult., and on the 20th took up its place 
in the hospital then erecting. 

No sick or wounded arrived for several 
days, giving us time for preparation to re- 
ceive them. Several wards of tents were 
erected, bedsteads of poles with bed-sacks 
filled with hay were furnished, and the 
kitchen put in order. When, at length, 
wounded and sick did come in, they were 
placed in comfortable quarters and cared 
for immediately. We have thus far been 
able to keep in advance of the demand upon 
us. Several hundred beds are, and have 
been in constant readiness. The largest 
numberof patients at any one time has 
been about eight hundred. 

The sanitary condition of this hospital 
is excellent. The camp has been thorough- 
ly policed, the sinks kept free from odor, 
and the wards have been carefully cleansed 
of impurities. No cases of camp disease of 
any kind have occurred. Men come in 
stripped of everything, without as much as 
a tin cup, and with clothing dirty beyond 
description. In severalinstances they have 
arrived when there were no Government 
stores to draw upon. Then our men have 
gone about among them, and with their own 
hands furnished nice clean shirts, drawers, 
and socks, in exchange for those covered 
with blood, dust and vermin; and cups and 
spoons with which to take their food. 

To the ‘‘light diet” kitchen, we have 
furnished delicacies and vegetables, and 
two kettles for cooking them. Personal in- 
spection has proved that the food furnished 
has been well cooked, as a rule, and that it 
has reached the men. : 

In many ways the men feel the influence 
of the Commission besides in diet and cloth- 
ing. In our daily visits to the wards, we 
carry soap, towels, handkerchiefs, tobacco, 
pipes, sponges, letter-paper and envelopes, 
oranges, lemons, sugar, &c., &c. 

A full supply of checker-buards and puz- 
zles kept-the convalescents busy for days, 
while last, but not least, a half hundred 
Jews-harps made the camp musical to the 
point of genuine fun. 

At Fredericksburg, as a private arrange- 
ment, we employed colored women to wash 
clothing that would not otherwise have 
been washed. At White House the enter- 
prise was undertaken by the Commission, 
but the change of base prevented anything 


being done before coming here; the work 
was again taken up. After the first few 
days a washing-machine was furnished, two ~ 
caldrons were set up, and three colored 
women employed at an expense of eight ~ 
dollars per month, the Government giving 
them rations. Although unable to get suf- 
ficient water, from fifty to one hundred 
pieces have been washed daily; and now, 
with additional women, furnished by Gov- 
ernment, fifty blankets and a hundred pie- 
ces of clothing can be washed each day. _ 
No-enterpise has paid as well for the 
money invested. Although a proportion 
of the clothing washed thus far would have 
been thrown away had it not been for the 
conveniences furnished by the Commission, 
In conclusion, experience has thus far 
shown, that except in extreme cases, when 
there is a large and sudden influx of pa- 
tients, the work of dressing and nursing 
can be well performed by the regular hos- 
pital attendants, while personal attention 
is given to the diet kitchen and the distri- 
bution of miscellaneous articles by the mem- » 
bers of the Commission. In this way © 
we can be certain that the right things 
reach the right men at the right time. 





WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 


The following list gives the principal 
shipments from the Depot at Louisville to 
Gen. Sherman’s army, from the 2d of June 
to the 25th of July: L . 


113 blankets. 

498 bed ticks. 
2,107 pillows. 
2,999 pillow cases. 
1,600 sheets. 

8,953 shirts. 


3,511 galls. pickles. 
4,119 bush. potatoes. 
1,874 galls. ale and cider. 
3,110 lbs. pearl barley. 
1,885 Ibs. corn starch. ~ 
4,623 lbs. farina. 

5,534 pairs drawers, 920 mosquito bars. 

285 dressing gowns. 231 arm slings. 

1,249 pairs slippers. 275 finger stalls. 

9,165 towels and handk’chs.| 3,466 fans. 

253 pairs socks. 152 bots. lime juice. 
15,321 Ibs. bandages & rags.| 960 cans oysters. 


1,047 cushions and pads. 80 tons ice. 
241 pin cushions. 3,690 lbs. concen’d beef. 
50,447 lbs. crackers. 25,920 lbs... ** milk. 


317 lbs. dried beef. 

77 boxes oranges & lemons. 
2,370 doz. eggs. 

2,279 cans fruit. 


45,985 lbs. dried fruit. 
12,306 lbs. cod fish. 

7,520 lbs butter. 

12,047 bots: wine & spirits. 
74 galls. apple butter. 





DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF. 
UNITED STATES SANITARY ete t 
DEPARTMENT OF THE GULF, 
NEw ORLEANS, July 28th, 1864. 
T. W. SHERMAN, Brig.-Gen., 
Commanding Defenses of New Orleans: 
GENERAL—I have to-day the honor of 
submitting, in accordance with your re- 
quest, the enclosed schedule of issues from 
the depot of the U. S. Sanitary Commis- 
sion in this city to the troops within this 
Department, for the quarter ending July 1, 
1864. 
it represents very fairly the character of 
our supplies, as well as the average rate of 
their disbursement. 
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The market value of these issues would, 
probably, somewhat exceed seventy- -five 
thousand dollars. | 

About 30 per cent. of our issues have been 
_ used in the general hospitals of the Depart- 
ment, or have been employed in furnishing 
and equipping the boats engaged in the 
hospital transport service. 

Most of our stores, however, are sent 
directly into the field, and in the hands of 
responsible agents, are distributed, mainly 
through the Medical Department —wher- 
ever and whenever there may be an occa- 
sion for the use of extraordinary supplies. 

It has never been the purpose of the 
Sanitary Commission at any time to com- 
pete with the Government in the very lib- 
eral provision it has,made for the comfort 
and health of our armies. The distribution 
of supplies constitutes but one of the agen- 
cies of the Commission. In many ways it 
has endeavored to aid the soldier, and pro- 
mote and encourage the efficiency of the 
service. Still lam happy in being able to 
assure you that it is a matter of no little 
satisfaction that the more material results 
of our efforts should have been included 
- among the ‘‘resources” of the military au- 
thorities in this Department. 

Yours very respectfully, 


Epwarp A. CRANE, 
Agent U. S. Sanitary Commission. 
Issues from the Depot of the U. S. Sanitary Commission at 
New Orie:ns, Department of the Gulf, for the Quarter 
ending June 30, 1864. 


HosPiraL FURNITURE, &c. 


445 blankets. 2,214 towels. 

852 bed ticks. 399 tin cups. 

11 bed pans. 53 tin basins. 
862 cushions. ) | 24 urinals. 


2 head rests, 

19 lanterns. P 
72 medicine cups. 
599 mosquito bars. 
623 pillows. 


60 flannel bandages. 

15 eye shades. 

51 prs. crutches. 

16 lbs. chloroform. 

25 bots. chloride of soda. 


2,318 pillow cases, 1,442 fans. 

143 pillow ticks, 15 bbls. old linen & cotton 
426 quilts. pieces. 

2,527 sheets. 1014 bbls. roll bandages. 


98 sponges. 

20 yds. oil silk. 

4 yds. rubber sheeting. 
137 lbs. soap. 


21 arm slings. 
20 lbs. candles. 
13 catheters, 


CLOTHING. 
4,871 prs. cotton drawers. | 1,639 combs. 
999 prs. woolen % 172 prs. shoes. 
740 prs. canton flannel do. | 1,726 prs. slippers. 
3,446 handkerchiefs. 2,414 prs. socks, 
343 prs. pants. — 934 wrappers. 
6,503 cotton shirts. 181 coats. 
1,563 woolen ‘* 19 vests. 
682 canton fl. ‘* 139 hair brushes. 


HospitaL FooD AND DELICACIES. 
860 lbs. beef stock. 14 bbl. cracked wheat. 
1,453 lbs. chocolate. 21 papers black pepper. 
3,942 lbs. condensed milk, | 29 papers ginger. 
1,857 Ibs. corn starch. 10 bottles ‘‘ pain killer.” 
1,748 lbs. farina. 57 bottles horse radish. 
310 cans canned fruit. 57 bottles lemon syrup. 
621 cans canned tomatoes. | 24 bottles cologne. 
1 bbl. pop corn. 3,650 lbs. cod fish. 
30 cases lemons, 120 Ibs. tea. 
500 cases bread. 213 Ibs. tobacco. 
3 kegs butcer. 1 bbl. vinegar. 
55 bottles bermo plant, 12 bbls. ale. 
39 lbs. arrow root, 650 doz. eggs. 
65 Ibs. cocoa, 95 bottles bay rum. 


202 bbls. crackers. 
2 bbls. corn meal. 
102 bbls. dried fruit, 


1 bbl. syrup. 
1 bbl. ginger snaps. 
2 bbls. lager beer. 


171 jars jellies, 4 boxes catsup. 
714 lbs. pearl barley. 12 kegs jellies, 
22 hams. 1 keg blackberry cordial, 


386 boxes prep’d lemonade. 

84 bottles mustard. 

44 bottles cayenne pepper. 

1,723 bbls. vegetables, 
mostly potatoes. 

89 bbls. cabbage in currie. 

26 bbls. saur kraut, 

395 bbls. or kegs pickles, 

1214 bbls. white sugar. 

7 cans extract of coffee. 

2 bbls. oat meal. 


196 botts. ‘ 

3,088 bottles claret. 

60 bottles port wine. 

347 bottles whisky. 

108 bottles sherry. 

300 bottles brandy. 

140 bottles bitters. 

908 bottles assorted wines. 
71 bots. ext. Jamaica ginger 
272 bots. raspberry vinegar. 
1,500 lbs ice. 


1 bbi. tongues. 15 lbs. sago. 
MISCELLANEOUS. 

3 gross pens. 5 boxes old magazines and 

60 reams writing paper. papers. 


50,000 envelopes. 


2 gross pipes. 
344 bbls. lint. 





PROTECTIVE 


War-OGlaim Association 


OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK. 


OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 


NEW STORK. 


President. 
Lievut.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Vice-Presidents. 


Hon. HAMILTON FISH. 

JOHN J. CISCO, Esa. 
ADMIRAL DUPONT. 
RUDOLPH A. WITTHAUS, Esq. 


Treasurer. 
ROBT. B. MINTURN, Esa. 
Directors. 
Hons. E. D. MORGAN, GEORGE OPDYKE, 


HIRAM BARNEY, JAS. W. BEEKMAN. REv. 
H. W. BELLOWS, D.D. Mussrs. JOHN JACOB 
ASTOR, JAMES BROWN, WM. H. ASPINWALL, 
JAS GALLATIN, HOWARD POTTER, WM. E. 
DUDGEH, JR., THEODORE ROOSEVELT, PETER 
COOPER, GEORGE BANCROFT, DANIEL LORD, 
WILSON G. HUNT, ROBT. L. STUART, ALFRED 
PELL. 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Sec’y, 
35 CHAMBERS STREET, New York, 





OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


1st. To secure the soldiers and satlors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To ‘protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from imposture and fraud, 

3d. To prevent false claims from being 
made against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their fami- 
lies needing it. 
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THE U. §. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, 1861, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi- 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. O. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., Now York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shiras, U. S. A. 

R C. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen’l U. S. A. 
Wolcot Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Hove, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C..R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R.-I, 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Il. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stillé. i ss 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Il. 


OFFICERS: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrangements 
for supplying information gratuitously, with regard to 
patients iu all the United States General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England States, Hast- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
6* Office of Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address ‘‘ Office of 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
deiphia.”’ * 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Tilinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address ‘‘Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky.” 


In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
was when last heardfrom. Ifthe application is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail; if in person, 
it will be answered at once; or if by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
expense. 

BaF Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely disseminating 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, unuer special author- 
itv of the President of the United States, maintains © 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
sate conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put 
in its charge for the sick and wounded at points 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
equal care and generosity at all points—at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at 
Chattanooga—its distributions being governed by a 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
societies, and all Aixpaeee to aid the sick and 
wounded, without reference to Statos or localities, 
but simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their offerings: 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, Ill. . 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s Block, Buffalo, New York. , 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penn. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 
One Commission, Branch Depot, Columbus, 

nio, 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the public for 
the means of sustaining its operations. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 
68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 

General Superintendent, Rey. F, N. Knapp, Washing: 
ton, D. C. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. 

Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between 13th and 14th Streets. 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station.- 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D. C. 

Soldier’s Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Boston. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin 
cinnati, Ohio—Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Il.—C. N. Shipman, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, Sup’t. 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.—L. Crane, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio———, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio—Joseph Jerome, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent. , 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.—O.W. | 
Christy, Sup’t and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Orleans, La.—O. F. Howes, Sup’ t. 


AGENCY FOR PENSIONS. 
William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washington, D. 0 


HOSPITAL CARS. 
Between Washington and New York—Sol. Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon in charge. 
Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 
Between Louisville and Chattanooga—Dr, J.,P. Bar- 
num, Surgeon in charge. 


SANITARY STEAMER, " 
James River—Elizabeth. 
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FRED'C 8. COZZENS, f \ Ri AN ( 


Wine Merchant, 


73 WARREN STREBT, 
NEW YORK, 
(Opposite Hudson River Railroad Depot,) 
AND 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 
Washington, D. C 


(Two doors from Willard’s.) 
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Imported Wines, 
Brandies, &c., 
OF THE PUREST QUALITY, 


FOR 


Medicinal & Sanitary Purposes, 


Adapted to every Branch of 
Business. _ 





MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


Such as are extensively used in the 
UNITED STATES uosrIrALs Marit eelite iS avail mi 
EG TFAIRBANAS & 0, 


St. Johnsbury, Vermont 





AND BY THE 
SANITARY COMMISSION. 
0 
7 PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 
ALSO, FAIRBANKS & CO., 
IT No. 252 Broadway, New York 
FAIRBANKS & BROWN, 
No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 


American Wines, 
Of the Highest Grades. 

FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF &Co., 

No. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 


FAIRBANKS & EWING, 
Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 





SOLE AGENT IN NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON FOR 
LONGWORTH’S FAIRBANKS & CO., 
No. 246 Baltimore St., Baltimore 
Sparkling and Stil, Catawba Wine, | sax rescripiwe ciratars furnisted or 
mailed to any address, on application to 
Brandies, &c., d&c. either of the above. 
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OFFICE OF THE £ 


Columbian (Marine) Insurance 
COMPAN Yo] 


CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU Ree 





CASH CAPITAL, - - - $1,000,000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 


Total Amount. of Assets, Jannary 1, 1864 ....... 2. |p wees $3,140,930 80 
Total Amount of Premiums, 1.5.0... ...sc..00. c0csee ce sp eMRM EES MOpeeIOON 10 
Excess of Harned Premiums over Losses, Sc. .....0cesecseessccceses 1,137,063 33 
Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies.....,. 441,206 49 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Earned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued i 
OT ATIOG ee Bie ce cigter e's Cate 4 5 5 0 eb elle SINS DRE uetn nt aaa na 269,614 80 


Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums.......seeee- “je Pale 15 per cent. 
Dividend for the Year to Stockholders ........scecceeceeeeseeee aes 26 per cent. 


LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Risks on which the Premium is paid in like Carreney, 


DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 


Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a retutn of TWENTY-FIVE 
PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a rate of TWENTY Per CENT. - 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks. 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 


Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 


DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, M. F. MERICK, . MOSES MERICK, 
DANIEL W. LORD, WM. B, OGDEN, DAVID J. ELY, 
GEORGE MILN, JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MORRISON,* 
JOHN ATKINSON, B. C. MORRIS, WM. H. POPHAM, 
THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, ANDREW J. RICH, B. C. MORRIS, Jr., 
WM. H. HALSEY, DAN’L W. TELLER, EZRA NYE, 
THOS. BARRON, JOHN D. BATES, JR., HENRY J. CAMMANN, ° 
ROLAND G. MITCHELL, CHARLES HICKOX, THOMAS LORD, 
ALBERT G. LEE, ROBERT BOWNE, ROBERT 8. HOLT, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, LAWRENCE MYERS, J. B. GRIFFIN, 
O. L. NIMS, S. N. DERRICK, 

THOS. LORD, Vice-President. B. C. MORRIS, President. — 


WM. M. WHITNEY 2d Vice-Preside t and Secretary. 


* 
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SANITARY COMMISSION 
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OU. ba NEW YORK, SEPTEMBER 15, 1864. No. 22. 
: 
CONTENTS. Bes A WORD TO THE AID SOCIETIES. 

A Worp to Tum Arp SocreTins........ wane Ae 673 The appeal made to the public, some 
Tue INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS AT GENEVA.... 674 weeks ago, for blackberries and blackberry 
Tau AUXILIARY RELIEF CoRPS....-....-ee00 678 | cordial, has been answered in a way that 
TEsTIMoNyY oF Con. Summers, U. S. A........ 682 | leaves nothing to be desired. Rivers of 
oo ll 62 | blackberry juice have flowed in upon the 
MR TNE oes eos vise e eee ser es. 633 | Commission from all parts of the country, 
nd a more grateful or ropris a= 

ee ke eres Bev dea te attic wor neta eva Be 
MM Dat a Scie. sav ajo 06.0 e he yas 683 ’ . : 
Decherd, Tennessee................ ssp es 636 | Our friends, we trust, however, will bear 
PEEP VARICLUE) ss. oe ee cae ee tee se 686 | with us patiently, when we say that we are 
Hospitals -.....-+.+s.00. ees sheet tere es 689 | still not satisfied; that though we have had 
PRIVEE hs aes ws oe cc ceca Gadle e's ees 692 blackberries enough, we are now craving 
VALUE OF THE HospiTaL DIRECTORY,...... ... 694 | for other fruit, or in other words that we 
PorTry— now want peaches, The season of black- 
A Rainy Day in Camp..... -.----1--+++++ 695 | berries is past, and the season of peaches 
By Bo nea Si ie ea 696 | is at its height, and we therefore beg our 
Patrerns For Hosprran Croraine—No. 3...-- 696 | contributors to turn their attention to the 
Tue Sanrrary Movement rin Itaty...... -- 697 | latter. They have never been cheaper or 


Tur Sanrrary ComMIssion BULLETIN is published 
on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as it 
has a cirewation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 
copies, i offers an unusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the EHd- 
itor, at the office, 823 Broadway, and must be au- 
thenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 


As the continuance of the publication of the Bui- 
LETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, 
and on the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission—the Standing Committee feels a certain de- 
gree of reluctance to solicit subscriptions for u—and 
thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a 

. definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of 
their friends to whom i is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give 
notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 

‘Treasurer, (G. T. Strona, 68 Wall Street, or No. 
823 Broadway, New York,) will secure iis being sent 
to such contributor during the remainder of the cur- 
rent year, unless tts publication be sooner discon- 
tinued, 


Vou. I.—No. 22. 43 


more plentiful, and there has never been 
a year when they could be turned to better 
account. The army is still in as much want 
of fruitasever. Itis leading the same life, 
eating the same food, and incurring the 
same risks. But we shall save our friends 
some trouble, and, at present prices of sugar, 
a great deal of expense, by saying that we 
do not want canned peaches, and we cannot 
do better than give the reason why, in the 
words of Dr. Woodward, our Sanitary In- 
spector at Nashville: 
You inquire what is my opinion as to the 
value of canned fruits for hospital purpo- 
ses. I beg leave to state, so far as my own 
experience goes, they are, as a class, the 
most useless supplies that can be distribu- 
ted, aud, in many cases, absolutely injuri- 
ous. Asa rule, the peaches, plums, cher- 
ries, &c., put up for the market, undergo a 
process of decomposition, which, though 
not absolutely fermentative, renders them 
productive of derangements of the stomach 
and bowels, inducing diarrhea and chol- 
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eraic forms of disease. Extensive inqui- 
ries among surgeons of great experience 
in hospitals show that they have no confi- 
dence in them as a recuperative diet, and 
that their nse depraves the appetite, and 
destroys the relish for more simple fare. 

It may seem ‘‘a hard saying,” but Iam 
convinced that the demand for them is 
kept up by the patriotic and well meaning 
ladies, who, in the fullness of their benevo- 
lence, wish to give to the sick in hospitals 
all the comforts of home, but who lack that 
knowledge of physiological and pathologi- 
cal principles, which would make them safe 
judges of what is beneficial or injurious. 

Fresh fruits, in their season, I regard as 
highly salutary, as ‘are also well dried 
fruits, which have been cured without any 
decomposition taking place. Well made 
jellies are valuable, not as food, but drink, 
to mix with water for the sick. ‘Tomatoes, 
well canned, are very valuable in winter to 
ward off scorbutic disease, and to keep up 
the healthy functions of the liver, but I be- 
lieve it would be far better if canned fruits 
were entirely prohibited. 


Testimony of the same kind will be found 
in the letter of Lieut. Colonel Summers, on 
page 682. 

What we want is dried peaches. Those 
who have quantities of the fruit which 
they are willing to contribute, can, no doubt, 
readily find willing hands to ‘‘store and 
dry” all they can spare. 

The fruit need not be preserved with 
sugar; in fact, no money need be expended 
in its preparation. Let each individual 
peach be carefully divided, and the “‘stone” 
or ‘‘pit” taken out. Then the two halves 
should be laid on clean boards, (the top of 
a shed, or lean-to, sloping to the South isa 
capital place,) and permitted to dry thor- 
oughly in the sun, if possible. Or, in wet 
weather, they may be dried in slightly 
heated ovens, or by the side of the fire- 
place, or stove. In whatever manner the 
drying is accomplished, it should be thor- 
oughly done—the’ juices should be com- 
pletely dried, as a very slight degree of 
moisture engenders mould, and attracts in- 
sects. 

Too many dried peaches cannot be sent 
to the army. They are most valuable in 
the hospitals and for convalescents, as a 
curative agent, and are a great treat for 
well men, when there is a surplus sufficient 
to allow them a share. 

Send on thedried peaches. Thechildren 
will be active and useful agents in preparing 


them, and the older folks, whose stronger 
hands are needed in the harvest-field, need 
give but little of their time to the task. 
Now is the time to do a great and good 
work. The peach crop has seldom been so 


abundant, the surplus seldom so great. 


Now, as a work of humanity, charity and 
patriotism, let this surplus be so prepared 
and sent as that the soldiers in the field 
shall have their full share. ~ 


Send parcels and packages to the nearest 


branch of the Sanitary Commission, or its 
Central Office, No. 823 Broadway, New 
York. 





THE INTERNATIONAL SANITARY CON- 
GRESS AT GENEVA. 


A correspondent of the New York Even- 
ing Post transmits the following very inter- 
esting account of the labors of the Inter- 
national Sanitary Conference, which met 
at Geneva, (Switzerland,) on the 8th of 
August. Our readers are already familiar 
with the movement which led to this Con- 
ference: 


The organization and complete success 
of the United States Sanitary Commission 
have awakened throughout Europe a warm 
and intelligent sympathy, which is likely to 
result in immense benefit to humanity at 
large. Stimulated by the example thus 
thrown out in benevolent challenge to the 
world, Mr. Henry Dunant, of Geneva, whose 
admirable brochure on the Italian war, 
‘‘ Un Souvenir de Solferino,” has made his 
name famous in the annals of philanthropy, 


started as early as 1862 a movement look-- 


ing to the development of similar sanitary 

agencies in Europe. Under his lead an 

association was formed under the title of 

‘‘ Society of Public Usefulness of Geneya.”’ 
PRELIMINARY MEETING. 

A circular was issued on the first of Sep- 

tember, 1863, by this society, addressed to 


the several Governments of Europe and to. 


leading philanthropists, inviting their co- 
operatioa at an International Conference 
or Convention, and particularly requesting 
the representation of the different Govern- 
ments by delegates, to convene at Geneva, 
on the 26th of October, of the same year. 
This preliminary convention was well at- 


tended, nearly all the principal European — 
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countries being ably represented. The two 
points which then came specially under 
discussion were, first: the expediency of 
organizing a system of volunteer sanitary 
service, analogous with that in operation in 
the United States; and, second: the pro- 
priety of securing, by mutual treaty be- 
tween the several Governments, the declar- 
ing as neutrals, and the consequent mili- 
tary protection in time of war, of all per- 
sons and things employed for the succor of 
the wounded. 

After a most interesting session, in which 
the discussions were marked by great good 
feeling and harmony, the suggestions of the 
Committee of the Geneva Society were 
cordially adopted. On the fourth day of the 
Session a series of resolutions were unani- 
mously adopted, embodying distinctly the 
idea of the immediate formation of Sani- 
tary Relief Associations, and detailing the 
proposed pian of their organization and co- 
Operation under the direction of the Cen- 
tral Committee at Geneva. The Conven- 
tion devided to append further to these” 
resolutions a series of ‘‘ recommendations,” 
especially intended to awaken a concordant 
action on the part of the Government of all 
nations. : 

RECOMMENDATIONS. 


These resolutions were couched in the 
following terms: 


1. Let Governments grant their highest 
protection to the Committees of Relief 
which shall be formed, and facilitate as 
much as possible tue fulfilment of their 

mission. 

2. Let neutrality be proclaimed in time 
of war, by belligerent nations, for the am- 
bulances und the hospitals, and let it be 
equally admitted in the most complete man- 
ner for the personnel of the sanitary staff, 
for the volunteer aids, for the country peo- 
pie who go tu assist the wounded, and for 
the wounded themselves. 

3. Let a uniform distinctive badge be 
recognized for the Sanitary Corps of all 
armies; or at least for all the persons of the 
same army who are attached to such service. 
Let a uniform flag be also adopted for am- 
bulances aud hospitals in all countries. 


The action of the Conference excited a 
profound interest throughout Europe. The 
high character and eminent services of 
many who took part in its proceedings were 
@ sufficient guaranty of the complete prac- 
ticability of the plans and recommendations 
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suggested. A warm response to the appeal 
thus made was given by many Governments. 

The Emperor of France wrote a letter to 
Mr. Dunant, expressing his ‘‘ hearty ap- 
proval of the resolutions and reeommenda- 
tions adopted by the Conference.” 

The Emperor of Russia was no less 
prompt in testifying his approval, giving 
immediate authorization to the Grand Duke 
Constantine to assume the direction of an 
Auxiliary Relief Association, under the spe- 
cial patronage of the Emperor and Empress. 

From Prussia, Saxony, Wurtemburg, Den- 
mark, Spain, and several other Govern- 
ments, similar evidences of interest were 
communicated to the Committee at Geneva, 
and in a very brief period after the final 
adjournment of the Conference, Societies 
and Committees for Sanitary Relief were 
put in practical operation. 

The Swiss Federal Council, wishing to 
give a tangible realization to the important 
recommendations adcpted by the Confer- 
ence, issued an official invitation to the 
several Governments of the civilized world, 
inviting them to send delegates to a diplo- 
matic International Congress, to convene at 
Geneva on the 8th of August, 1864, to con- 
sider a project of convention or draft of a 
treaty substantially embodying the points 
recommended by the preliminary confer- 
ence of last October. In the preparation 
of the ‘‘ Articles’ of this rough draft, the 
special point of volunteer sanitary service 
was omitted, on the ground that this was a 
matter falling more particularly within the 
domain of the domestic attributes of each 
country, and could not, therefore, be im- 
posed upon Governments in advance by 
any outside dictation. 


THE CONGRESS. 


The International Congress held its first 
session on the day appointed, in the Hotel 
de Ville of Geneva, and during the past ten 
days has been engaged in an animated dis- 
cussion of the various points of the pro- 
posed draft. To this Congress none but 
delegates holding official credentials from 
the several Governments are admitted. In 
most instances the delegations present are 
composed of one diplomatic delegate, and 
of one delegate experienced in military, 
medical, or sanitary matters. Some of tie 
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Governments have accredited their repre- 
sentatives with plenary powers to sign a 
diplomatic treaty. 
The following is a list of delegates: 
Bapen—Dr. Steiner, Surgeon-Major, and 
Dr. Volz, Medical Counsellor and Chief of 


the Medical Bureau. 
Beitcium—Mr. Aug. Visschers, member 


of the Belgian Superior Council of Hygiene 


and Counsellor of the Board of Mines. 

Drenmark—Dr, Fenger, Councillor of 
State. 

Sparn—Mr. De Quevedo, Spanish Minis- 
ter at Berne. 

Unirep States—Hon. George G. Fogg, 
Minister Resident at Berne, and Charles J. 
P. Bowles, Exq., European Agent of the 
United States Sanitary Commission. 

France— Mr. Jagerschmidt, Sub-Director 
in the Department of Foreign Affairs; Mr. 
de Preval, Military Intendant, and Dr. Bou- 
dier, Surgeon-in-Chief of the French Army- 

Great Britain—Mr. Lougmore, Deputy 
Inspector-General and Professor of Sur- 
gery; Dr. Rutherford, Deputy Inspector- 
General of Hospitals. 

Hesse—Major Brodrick, Chief of Bat- 
talion on Major-General’s Staff. 

Iraty—-The Chevalier Baroffio, Medical 
Chief of Division of the Italian Army. 

Hounanp—-Mr. Westenburg, Secretary of 
the Dutch Legation at Frank ort. 

Portugat—Dr. Marques, Chief of the 
Sanitary Department of the Pcrtuguese 
Army. 

Prussta—M. de Kamptz, Prussian. Min- 
ister at Berne; Dr. Loeffler, Surgeon-in- 

hief of the Fourth Army Corps of the 
Prussian Army; Mr. Ritler, Select Coun- 
sellor to the Prussian War Department. 

Saxony--Dy. Gunther, Sargeon-General 
of the Saxon Army. 

Swepen—Major Staaf, 
Swedish Legation at Paris. 

SwiTzERLAND—Gen. Du!our, Command- 
er-in Chief of the Swiss Army; Mr. Moy- 
nier, President of the Genevan ‘‘ Society of 
Public Usefulness;” Dr. Lehmann, Sur- 
geon General of the Swiss Army. 

WourtemBere--Dr. Hahn. 





Attaché of the 


Cotemporaneously with the Congress 
there has been also in session an adjourned 
meeting of the Conference of last year. 
This body is composed of all persons inte- 
rested in sanitary matters who have been 
invited by the Central Sanitary Committee 
of Geneva. Its sessions have been held in 
the Atheneum, and here has been done the 
main labor of preparing suggestions for the 
action of the International Congress. Mr. 
Bowles, who represents in Europe the Unit- 
ed States Sanitary Commission, has done 


much good by setting forth in the Confer- 
ence the extent and scope of the work ac- 
complished in America, and also by the 
distribution of various important pam- 
phllets, medals and photographs, illustra- 
tive of the American Commission, - 


THE TREATY. | 

The Congress, after 2 mutual comparison 
of views among the members, and a discus- 
sion during six days upon the various 
points suggested for deliberation, coneclud- 
ed upon a protocol of an international 
treaty, which was signed upon the 22d of 
August. This ‘*Conyention,” as finally 
adopted, differs very much from the first 
rough draft, prepared by the Swiss delega- 
tion as a preliminary basis of deliberation, 
and which has been published already in 
the English journals. The following is a 
translation of the document, which receiy- 
ed the signatures of the plenipotentiaries 
from Italy, Baden, Belgium, Denmark, 
Holland, Spain, Portugal, France, Prussia, 


#Saxony, Wurtemburg and Switzerland: 


CONVENTION FOR THE AMELIORATION OF THER 
CONDITION OF WOUNDED SOLDIERS OF AR- 
MIES IN THE FIELD. 


ArricLe I.—The ambulances and milita- 
ry hospitals shall be recognized as neutral, 
and as such, so long as they shall be occu- 
pied by wounded or invalid soldiers, shall 
be protected and respected by the belliger- 
ents. The neutrality to cease in case the 
ambulances or hospitals are guarded by a 
military force. 

Art. 1].—The personnel of the hospitals 
and ambulances, including the staff, the 
sanitary, administrative and transport ser- 
vice of ‘the wounded, and also chaplains, 
shall participate in the benefits of the neu- 
trality so long as it shall be exercised, or 
so long as there shall remain any wounded 
to be collected and succored, 

Art. I[1.—The persons designated in the 
article preceding shall be at liberty, even 
after the enemy’s occupation, to continue 
the exercise of their functions at the hos- 
pital or ambulance to which they are at- 
tached, or to withdraw in order to rejoin 
the corps to which they belong. In such. 
circumstances, when these persons shall 
have ceased to exercise their functions; they — 
shall be transferred, under the direction of 
the occupying army, to its outposts. 

Art. [V.—The materiel of the military 
hospitals being subject to the laws of war, 
the persons attached to said hospitals shall — 
not be permitted, on withdrawing, to carry 
with them any articles, except such as form. 
part of their personal property. 
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On the contrary, under the same circum- 
stances, an ambulance shall preserve its 
materiel undisturbed. (Conserve son mate- 
riel. ) 

Arr. V.—The country people who shall 
bring succor to the wounded shall be re- 
spected, and shall remain free from moles- 
tation. The generals of belligerent powers 
shall make it their mission to inform the 
inhabitants of the appeal made to their 
generosity, and of the neutrality secured 
to them in consequence. 

Every wounded soldier transported to 
and cared for in any dwelling shall serve as 
a protection to such dwelling. Any inhab- 
itant who shall have received wounded sol- 
diers into his house, shall be released from 
the obligation to lodge troops, and shall 
also be exempted from paying a portion of 
the contributions of war that shall be levied. 

Art. VI.—The wounded or invalid sol- 
diers shall be collected and cared for, irre- 
spective of their nationality. 

Commanders in-chief shall be at liberty 
to transfer soldiers wounded in an engage- 
ment to the enemy’s outposts, when the 

circumstances will permit, and with the 
eonsent of both parties. 


Those of the wounded who, after treat- . 


ment, shall be deemed incapable of further 
military service, shall be returned to the 
country to which they belong. The others 
may be likewise returned on giving parole 
to not take up arms again during the con- 
tinuance of the war. 

The military evacuation of hospitals, with 
the personnel in charge, shall be covered by 
an absolute neutrality. 

Art. VIi.—A distinctive uniform flag is 
hereby adopted for ambulances, for the 
hospitals, and for their evacuation. It 
must, however, be accompanied in all cases 
by the national flag. . 

A badge for the arm shall be worn by 
the personnel declared neutral, the delivery 
of said badge to be left to the military au- 
thority. 

The flag and the badge shall bear a red 
eross on a field of white. 

Art. VIII. The executive details of the 


prese. t convention shall be regulated by . 


the commanders-in chief of the belligerent 
forces, in accordance with the instructions 
of their respective governments, and in con- 
formity with the general principles set forth 
in the present convention. 

Arr. [X. The high contracting powers 
hereby undertake to communicate the pres- 
ent convention to the other governments 
who have not sent plenipoteutiaries to the 
International Congress of Geneva, with the 
invitation that they accede to the same; 
and for this end the protocol is left open. 
Art. 10. The present convention shall 
be ratified, and the ratifications shall be 
exchanged at Berne in three months from 
this date,. or earlier if possible. 


ENTERTAINMENTS. 

As an evidence of their cordial sympathy 
with the objects proposed to be accomplish- 
ed, the people of Switzerland, and of Ge- 
neva particularly, have surpassed them- 
selves in the generous civilities which they 
have extended to the members of the Con- 
gress. The Swiss Federal Council tender- 
ed the compliment of a grand banquet at 
the ‘‘Hotel de la Metropole,” and the 
‘“‘Conseil d’Etat” (the official representa- 
tive body of the canton of Geneva,) have 
imitated the example. Mr. Gustave Moy- 
nier, President of the Geneva International 
Sanitary Committee, (the first sanitary or- 
ganization formed in Europe,) invited the 
members to a ‘‘tea party” at his villa on 
Monday evening. | 

The following evening Colonel Edward 
Favre, aide-de-camp to the Commander-in- 
Chief of the Swiss army, gave a magnificent 
féte chumpétre at his famous country seat 
‘“De la Grange,” on the Italian side of the 
Lake of Geneva. It is one of the loveliest 
of the many lovely villas near Geneva, and 
not far from the Villa Diodati, so associat- 
ed with the name of Byron. The house, 
which is a model of elegant taste, is enrich- 
ed with a series of capacious rooms, the 
suite on the ground fl. or being devoted to 
reception-rooms, drawing-rooms, dining- 
rooms, reading-rooms, and library. All of 
these are well stored with fine paintings by 
Calame, original statuary by Canova, ex- 
quisite bronzes and objets dart, and books 
of rarest value in every department of 
knowledge. Through these rooms, most 
brilliantly lighted, poured a stream of grat- 
ified guests all the evening. 

On Thursday evening, Monsieur 'Theo- 
dore Vernes, one of the millionaires of Ge- 
neva, gave a similar féte at his villa, 
‘“‘Fleur d’Eau,” on the French side of the 
lake. A large steamer with a fine military 
band was placed at the disposition of the 
invited guests to escort them to the place, 
and to reconvey them to Geneva. As part 
of the decorations at various points of the 
grounds were seen floating the flag propos- 
ed by the International Congress for the 
sanitary service-corps of armies, namely, a 
red Greek cross in the centre of a white 
ground. The whole entertainment waa a 
complete success. 
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The series of private entertainments cul- 
minated on Friday evening, in a grand féte 
champétre at the villa of Monsieur Francis 
Barthalony, the celebrated banker of Paris, 
and one of the chief members of the Paris 
Central Sanitary Committee. Descended 
from an old Waldense family, M. Barthal- 
ony went originally to Paris a poor lad, 
having to rely on the benevolence of some 
friends to furnish him means to reach 
there. By dint of industry, business tact 
and zeal, he has achieved a very high social 
and financial position, and, with an abund- 
ant fortune, the result of an honorable ca- 
reer, he has devoted himself to the promo- 
tion of every movement of public and pri- 
vate philanthropy. His country seat at 
Séchéron, near Geneva, by the edge of the 
lake, is perhaps only surpassed by that of 
the Princess Borghese at Rome, or that of 
the Pallavicini family at Pegle. 

On the day of the féte in question noth- 
ing seemed to have been omitted that could 
add to the happiness of those present. Just 
at sunset a regatta of the crack yachts of 
Geneva competed for a series of prizes 
offered by the Amphytrion of the occa- 
sion. As the fairy-like vessels started off 
and spread their canvas to the breeze, the 
lake was a perfect picture, the charm of 
which was much heightened by the fine 
view of Mont-Blanc, which was tinted over 
with that rare roseate hue, the Alpenglithen, 
which Calame has caught so finely in his 
great picture of Mont Rosa. As the boats 
came back their arrival was greeted with 
cheers. As the twilight ended, the large 
and beautiful trees which form an amphithe- 
atre of a large velvet lawn, closed in on 
either side and open toward the lake, were 
lighted with thousands of variegated spher- 
ical Chinese lanterns. The rows of orange 
trees lining the walks close to the house 
were decorated with what seemed like illu- 
minated oranges. The rustic urns on the 
broad portico were filled with gigantic arti- 
ficial lilies and tulips, all lighted by lamps 
inside; whilst moving to and fro on the 
lake before the grounds were two large 
steamers, covered from stem to stern with 
festoons of brilliant-colored lanterns, and, 
as they rose and fell with the undulating 
swell of the waves, made the whole scene 
fairy -like. 


Certainly the members of this Interna- 
tional Congress have reason for congratu- 
lation that they held th ir deliberations in 
so hospitable an atmosphere; and perhaps - 
their success in endeavoring to mitigate 
the horrors of war, may be traced more or 
less to this hospitality and universal sym- 
pathy in their important mission. 





THE AUXILIARY RELIEF CORPS. 


Acting Superintendent Sperry reports, 
August 4: 

The quiet that has prevailed during the 
most of this time—the suspension of active 
operations by the army—has given oppor- 
tunity for that advancement in the organi- 
zation of the Corps, which was impossible 
when every energy was strained in the work 
of instant relief to the suffering. 

This work of organizing is now so far 
complete, that we are able to define with 
exactness the work of the whole Corps, and 
the place and duty of each man in it. 


To this work and to these duties I would 
call your attention: first, premising that 
any changes that have been made are rather 
the growth of experience than the result | 
of mere theory. a 

Accompanying; the report will be found 
a plan of the hospitals at this point. = . 

This plan shows the divisions and snb- 
divisions of each hospital. It, at the same 
time, shows the plan of our own operations, 
since these are dependent upon the general 
plan of the whole. 


It will be seen that the whole hospital 
is divided into ‘‘Corps Hospitals,” organ-_ 
ized with reference to Army Corps, as is 
the usual custom in this Department at 
depot hospitals. Also, we have the usual 
sub-divisions into divisions and wards, or 
sections. 

In each Corps Hospital we have a relief 
tent, and a complement of men snfficient to 
put one in each ward or section. These 
wards are usually capable of accommo- 
dating one hundred and fifty patients, but 
are rarely full. In this elaboration of our 
work we bring our agents into direct con- 
tact with every man in the hospital. Very 
soon each agent becomes acquainted with 
every man in his ward, knows his condi- 
tion, his wants, finds out the salient points 
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of his character, and often something of 
his history. 

Where the right man is found for the 
work, he soon gains the confidence and 
esteem of those under his charge; and as 
time passes the feeling deepens into friend- 

ship. This is not theory merely, though re- 

sulting naturally from the laws of human 
intercourse, but is the concurrent testi- 
mony of our most reliable and trustworthy 
men. In this connection I beg leave to 
eall attention to the report of one of the 
agents of the Corps made to the Superin- 
tendent, July 30, containing many valuable 
hints bearing upon the number, character, 
and work of our Relief Agents. Its author 
is a man of refinement and culture, and of 
holiest aspirations to do the utmost good. 

Three months of constant, self-denying 

toil in his quiet corner, entitle him to be 

heard. I call attention to his statement, 
that ‘“‘ our personal intercourse with the 
men, and possession of their confidence, 
secure that they ask for nothing but what 
they need, and so indirectly contribute 
largely to the treasury of the Commission.” 

So fully do I believe this statement, that 

I have no hesitancy in asserting, that were 

all our men like him, each one would be a 

source of pecuniary profit to the Commis- 

sion, saving from waste, through the care- 
lessness of men and improper requisitions 
by Surgeons, very much more than his sal- 
ary and other expenses would cost. But 

““confidence” must be gained by qualities 

fitted to commandit. A large warm-heart- 
_ edness, with generous culture and good 

common sense, are among the essential 
qualities of a Relief Agent. So much de- 
pends upon the personal character of our 
agents that our success or failure will be 
determined by that alone. Are such men 
difficult to obtain? Then let fewer be 


used, but let the rule be, good men or none. 
; * * * * * 


a 


While the organization of the Corps is 
uniform in theory, in practice it adopts 
itself to circumstances. Since a hospital 
takes its tone from the temper of the Sur- 
geon in charge, so naturally does—must— 
our work. Where the Surgeon is self- 
reliant, methodical, punctilious—‘‘ capable 
of running his own hospital !’’ we agree 
with him, and with a well-stocked tent and 
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few men, quietly help him to do it, content 
to see a good hospital, even 1f the Sanitary 
Commission be informed that it could be 
dispensed with, but is allowed to stay, 
through a kindly feeling toward the peo- 
ple at home! Better thus to see a poor 
hospital feebly managed, than hear mur- 
murs that the Sanitary Commission acts as 
if its stores were its own and not the peo- 
ple’s! while we pour out lavishly with a 
feeling that we are aiding some unworthy 
Surgeon or steward in his neglect of duty. 
I am glad to say that this latter is rarely 
the case; sometimes it is. Surgeons, as a 
rule, are faithful in the discharge of their 
duties. Many areamong the noble men of 
the profession. We studiously discourage 
faultfinding, as also that other evil fallen 
into by our enthusiastic friends, a belief 
that we do all the work—the Government 
nothing. Our work is supplementary—it 
can be nothing more. Such exaggerated 
statements falsify facts, and excite the dis- 
trust of Surgeons. 

As the campaign drags on into the sickly 
season, we begin to feel heavily the loss of 
our tried and faithful men. So many have 
gone home sick, that but few who came out 
in May nowremain. The remainder will 
soon go by reason of the expiration of their 
term of service. Soon the Corps must be 
filled up with new men. Would it not be 
wise to take this opportunity of securing 
men for a longer term—for the campaign 
or for the war. 

The attention called to the necessity for 
good men should not be construed that we 
have not had good men in our service. As 
a rule they have been earnest, active and 
successful. To this there have been and 
are exceptions. The living members of the 
Corps must be content to labor on quietly, 
with no reward but the consciousness of 
having done their duty. To the dead let 
us pay a tribute justly deserved. 

Professor H. H. Hadley, of Union Theo- 
logical Seminary, came into the service on 
the 30th of June, intending to stay until 
the 15th of September. 

As we came to know him we forgot the 
scholar in our regard for theman. Laying 
aside for the time his life-work as student 
and teacher, he consecrated head, heart, 
and hand to the work of alleviating the 
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suffering with which he saw himself sur- 
rounded. While other men rested he work- 
ed, while others slept he watched, until at 
last, after two nights of care over desperate 
cases of fever, holding his last watch amid 
a cold, driving storm, he laid down him- 
self to struggle with the same2 disease. 
Always cheerful, always hopeful, he did 
not wish to go home. At last, when he 
grew worse und it was plain he could not 
recover here, he was placed on board the 
hospital transport Connecticut, to be sent 
home. He died soon after the boat reached 
the wherf in Washington. 

No truer spirit has ever laid its clay tene- 
ment on the altar of our country. To those 
who knew him, his memory will be sacred 
forever. Nor will his death be in vain, 
unless lofty self-sacrifice has lost its power 
over human hearts. Stequiescat in pace 
searce need be written on his grave, for he 
laid his body down in the spirit of Him 
who said: ‘‘ He that loses his life for my 
sake the same shall save it.” 

I call attention to the accompanying re- 
ports. They are selected from the many 
in this office, simply because each presents 
some points worthy of your attention. The 
remainder contain only such details as are 
of minor importance. 


THE COLORED HOSPITAL. 

Three weeks later, August 27, Mr. Sperry 
writes: . 

The Colored Hospital was removed Au- 
gust 13th to the ground and tents formerly 
used for the hospital of the 6th Corps. At 
this time I was assigned to the charge of 
the Sanitary Station connected with it. 

In the confusion incident to the remoy- 
al, many of the patients passed, for some 
days, from under the notice of our agents, 
and were only found after a new acquaint- 
ance with the whole hospital had been 
formed. Little or no suffering, however, 
resulted from the change, while there was 


@ positive gain in the superior accommoda- 


tions acquired. The number in hospital 
was then quite large—about eleven hun- 
dred—but was soon after reduced nearly to 
its present dimensions, three hundred and 
seventy men. 

Previous to this removal we had no reg- 
ular station in the hospital. Stores were 
issued to the light diet kitchen, and two 
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agents were at work in the wards, and this 
was deemed sufficient for the existing con- 
dition of the hospital. But the bloody 
disaster of the 30th July, and the growing 
importance of the colored branch of the 
service, made it desirable that we should 
have the same representation here as in 
other hospitals. This is now the case. We 
have stores, tents, and mess arrangements 
capable to meet any exigencies that may 
arise. 

The relations existing in this hospital 
between the agents of the Commission and 
the surgeons are very satisfactory. The 
Surgeon in charge is a man of character, 
and does not attempt to use his authority 
for the advancement of his own interests 
at the expense of the Commission. All ar- 
ticles of diet are issued directly to the light 
diet kitchen, and thence to the patients; 
and such are our relations with the noble- 
hearted woman in charge of the kitchen, 
that nothing remains to be desired, perfect 
sympathy and co-operation being the es- 
tablished rule. 

Allissues of liquors are made by our own 
agents. The Surgeons’ orders for stimu- 
lants are sent to us each day, and the pa-_ 
tients are supplied by our own hands or 
under our personal supervision. The fact 
is, that too few, rather than too many, are 
upon these surgeons’ lists. At this station, 
at least, the charge that ‘‘the doctors drink 
all the liquor,” must be false, for they get 
none of it to drink! In making milk punch, 
the milk and whisky are drawn from the 
Dispensary, but it is my conviction that 


| we had better furnish our own liquor, using 


Government milk. My recent experience 
with Government whisky has caused this 
reversal of judgment. Perhaps it is not 
always of its present ‘‘blue ruin” qual- 
ity. The whole question of the liquor, sup- 
ply is at present one of quality rather than 
quantity. Shall we substitute a good arti- 
cle for a poor? Whisky and brandy, (usu- 
ally very bad,) are to be had at the Medical 
Purveyor’s in sufficient quantity. We 
should, I think, be able always to supply 
an article of undoubted quality to all se- 
vere cases, leaving others to be cared for 
by the surgeons. 

The total amount of our issues is small, 
compared with the earlier part of the cam- 
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paign. The terrible exigencies of that 
time are past. No such destitution is found 
among the soldiers, and the Government 
supply is ample. Doubtless some issue3 
are still made unnecessarily, yet most such 
are to be referred to the difficulty inherent 
in any system of charitable supply, and can 
only be reduced to a minimum by eare and 
experience in giving. 

Good men in the wards are always need- 

ed; especially is that the case here. Most 
nurses, among soldiers, are deficient in the 
higher qralities of tact, patience, and 
warm-hearted sympathy—with, of course, 
noble exceptions. Colored nurses add to 
these deficiencies the greater one of a lack 
of soldierly fellow-feeling for their sick and 
wounded comrades. It seems a general 
fact that colored people are cruel toward 
each other. A white soldier sees in a suf- 
fering soldier a ‘‘ partner” in distress. The 
word ‘‘ partner” is not in a negro soldier’s 
vocabulary! In these the barbarism of 
heathenism has been replaced by a barbar- 
ism of civilization, but little more refined 
and scarcely less cruel. The one positive, 
and seeking victims; the other negative, 
and neglecting its victims. As our denial 
of a common humanity to slaves has taught 
them inhumanity to each other, so we need 
to teach them by long years of example, 
perhaps, that as free men they can claim a 
common human nature only by being hu- 
mane. In our work as ‘‘Sanitary men,” 
we need a full comprehension of this part 
of their nature, that while we may detest 
their vices, we may remember that they 
are very much what we have made them 
be. ‘Lhe same spirit that is allowed full 
play in a charge that gives no quarter, 
must needs sometimes appear when no 
such terrible necessity calls it forth. 

From the agent’s reports referred to by 
Mr. Sperry, we select the following: 


Mr. Opnis. 
Ju'y 30. 

The nature and extent of my work are as 
when [I last reported. Chiefly sick, not 
wounded, are those on whom I wait. The 
length of time they have been here has fur- 
nished me an opportunity of becoming 
quite intimately acquainted with them all. 
The interest which frequent intercourse 
and personal acquaintance with each has 
awakened on their behalf, lends wings to our 
efforts and fervor to our prayers for their 
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restoration. As I stated a few weeks ago, 
our personal intercourse with the men and 
possession of their confidence, secure that 
they ask for nothing but what they need, 
and so indirectly contribute largely to the 
treasury of the Commission. Where there 
are thousands of sufferers who remain but 
a short time, this saving of our funds, this 
indirect contribution to our treasury, could 
be secured by multiplying the number of 
our Sanitary Agents. For the agents being 
more in number, and being each assigned 
to fewer wards, could visit the sufferers 
more frequently in a less space of time, 
form their personal acquaintance, gain their 
confidence, learn fheir actual wants, guard 
against the tricks and selfishness of the 
nurses, and so secure to the Commission 
all the benefits that a fewer number of 
agents among an ordinary number of more 
permanent patients would secure. 

This multiplication of agents for hospi- 
tals burdened and groaning with transient 
sufferers, would also result in a multiplica- 
tion of ministrations and benetits to both 
the bodies and minds of the sufferers them- 
selves. And yet the utility of such a multi- 
plication of agents, would justly be brought 
into question. For if there be agents 
enough to do all the service that may be 
done when the ground is blotted out with 
sick and wounded men, there will, if arith- 
metic is true, be supernumaries when on a 
sudden a large proportion of sick and 
wounded are taken away. So that what 
a multiplicity of agents would save the 
Commission, through personal acquaint- 
ance, etc., with the patients and nurses, 
and what additional benefits they would 
confer on the patients and nurses them- 
selves, might in the end be counterbalanced 
by the additional cost of these multiplied 
agents, the consequent diminution of the 
treasury, and therefore of the supplies for 
future sick and wounded. 

* x * * * 

As eyer, I am persuaded of the broad and 
mighty work the Commission are accom- 
plishing. Like every work for immortality, 
it is largely silent and unknown. In that 
land where the wars of time shall have 
yielded to eternal peace, and where the in-. 
habitant never says, I am sick, the extent - 


of our work will be known. 
% * * x * 


August 6. 

I have nothing to say in regard to my 
work, except that recently it has been too 
great for my powers of endurance. 

It is known that all we have, except arti- 
cles of food, we distribute to the soldiers 
personally in the wards. I have found it 
discreet to distribute but one thing at a 
time in order through the wards in which I 
wait. I have also found it profitable to 
state to the soldiers in the wards and flies, 
the modes of our operations, the delicate 
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nature of our duties, the grounds on which 
we have to exercise discriminating judg- 
ments; the grounds on which we have to 
say yes to one man, and no to another. 
With such an explanation, kindly and pleas- 
antly made, a no imparts as great satisfac- 
tion, as a yes without it. It also convinces 
the convalescents of the impropriety and 
inutility of their flocking to our tent and 


troubling our storekeeper there. 
* * * * * 


Mr. J. Y. PEEx. 
July 16. 

Asan Agent of the Commission and work- 
ing under your supervision, it is not neces- 
sary that I should render a detailed report 
of the manner in which its stores are dis- 
tributed, nor need I refer to their great 
abundance and adaptability to the necessi- 
ties and comfort of the patients. Permit 
me, however, to say, that during an experi- 
ence of two years in the field and general 
hospitals, [never saw either sick or wound- 
ed soldiers as favorably situated as they 
are here. Sometimes I find some who are 
anxious to get to Washington, but know- 
ing the unsanitary condition of said city, 
and the worth of pure air, I have in all 
such cases endeavored to persuade them to 
be content to remain here, and I have suc- 
ceeded in almost all instances in convincing 
them that they are better off here than they 
would be there. 

The work of personal relief, as day after 
day has passed, has been well done, and if 
the present facilities but continue, there 
need be no fears for the future. How much 
good the liberal, palpable sympathy of 
the loyal North has accomplished here ! 
Through it we have been enabled to dis- 
tributute material aid, together with cheer- 
ing words. 

Sir, we ‘‘ working men,” find that we are 
quite contented, and even happy at our 
work. The sudden flush of gratitude, the 
quick, grateful glances of eyes that will 
speak, though the tongue may be silent. 
We treasure them up. They are not to be 
found in the civilized conventional world. 

You have given us home comforts as our 
aim. We are nearer to that aim than may 
be imagined. With the exception of the 
familiar faces and associations, it is gener- 
ally already attained. 

I have seen no State Agent at work, but 
have met delegates of the Christian Com- 
mission when they were holding religious 
services in the tents. 





KANSAS. 


Several letters from Mr. Brown, at Lea- 
venworth, tell of great suffering and desti- 
tution in his.district. Crowds of refugees 
flock into the neighborhood, and almost all 
of them are helpless, inefficient, and utter- 
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ly dependent upon charity. These, in ad- 
dition to the patients in hospitals, over- 
whelm him with demands for assistance. 
Supplies have reached him from Cleveland, 


Chicago, and St. Louis, and others are on 


the way. These, Mr. Brown says, ‘‘ are 
sent out to the hospitals as soon as trans- 
portation can be procured. The want of 
transportation is the great obstacle in the 
way of rendering speedy relief to the sick 
in distant hospitals. I would keep a team 
moving constantly, but there is now no 
safety in sending goods without an escort. 
I improve every opportunity that is safe to 
forward supplies to the outposts, but I am 
not able to fill all requisitions. I have 
another good invoice from Chicago, with a 
very kind letter—goods not yet arrived. I 
have one Refugee and Soldiers’ Home start- 


ed—have two véry good buildings leased. 


Freedmen’s Department filling up fast.”’ 





TESTIMONY OF LIEUT. COL. SUMMERS, 
MEDICAL INSPECTOR U. 8. A. 


MEMPHIS, TENN., August 24, 1864. 
Dr. L. Lewis Coxz, U. S. Sanitary Inspector 
for the Valley of the Miss.: 

Dear Str—In reply to your request, ask- 
ing what my observations had been in my 
tours of inspection regarding the distribu- 
tion and use made of the ‘‘ people’s” 
through the Sanitary Commission, I take 
pleasure in stating that I have almost al- 
ways found more or less, and generally a 
liberal supply of them in the General Hos- 
pitals of this city, and in those at Vicks- 
burg and Natchez, as well as the Regimen- 


tal Hospitals (in the camps) at the two lat-. 


ter places. 
With the occasional exception, which 


occurs in camps, they invariably reach ~ 


their proper destination, and are consumed 
by those for whom they are intended. I 
take pleasure in making this statement, for 
the reason that the impression has been 
made to a very considerable extent, that 
the medical officers on duty in General 
Hospitals get and consume the lion’s share 
of them. J know that this is not the case 


where I have inspected, for the officers” 


board out in the cities, and the exception 
is only where the Hospital is isolated and 
at a distance from such accommodations. 
Pardon me for the introduction in this 
note of an opinion I entertain regarding 
canned fruits generally. I do mot think 


that they are so healthful or well adapted 


for the sick as those that have been dried. 


gifts 
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The preparation of the latter for table use 
is very simple, and can almost always be 
done without difficulty. There is a very 
great loss in the canned, and not unfre- 
quently the contents are damaged to some 
extent, which is not discovered by our ar- 
my cooks, and it has a very bad effect on 
those who eat of it. 

The anti-scorbutics have been a special 
boon. The amount of fresh vegetables, 
more particularly potatoes, have been the 
means, together with those furnished by 
the Commissary Department of the Army, 
of saving the lives of vast numbers, and 
keeping up a good sanitary condition of 
the troops. The ratio of-sickness and per 
centage of mortality has been materially 
diminished, falling far short of that which 
took place last year during the correspond- 
ing months of March, April, May, June, 
and July. This is to be ascribed, in some 
degree, to the officers and men having 
learned the better how to take care of 
themselves. by + bs 

I am Doctor, yours very respectfully, 

Jno. E. SUMMERS, 
Med. Inspec. U. S. A. 


REALLY OLD LINEN. 


The New Haven Auxiliary Society writes: 


‘We have a contribution of some antedilu- 
vian linen, with the following history. I send 
it thinking it may be made an item. 

“The linen sheet made into two, marked 
I*E, belonged to Jehosaphat and Elizabeth 
Starr. He was established in business in Guil- 
ford, 1732; they were married in 1734. She 
was daughter of Ruggles, one of the early cler- 
gymen of this old town, and the sheet must be 
130 years old. Two of these old family treas- 
ures descended to Mr. Henry B. Starr. One he 
gave me a year ago, and a few days since 
brought me the pair of linen pillow-cases and 
this old sheet.” 








WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 


AT NASHVILLE. 

Mr. Root reports, July 30: 

At the commencement of the present 
campaign of the Army of the Cumberland, 
we had in store at this place, abuut three 
thousand barrels of vegetables, consisting 
of potatoes, kraut, and pickles; also, a 
large stock of condensed milk, whisky, 
condensed beef and fruits, besides shirts, 
drawers, sheets, pillows, and pillow-slips, 
rags and bandages. 

These stores had been accumulated by 
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request of Gen. Sherman, for the use of 
the army when the campaign should open. 
Every facility necessary for the rapid trans- 
portation of the goods to the front has been 
furnished by the Government. 

In addition to this stock, then on hand, 
large supplies have since been continually 
coming forward from Louisville, at the rate 
of one hundred tons per week, and have 
been shipped to Chattanooga as fast as re- 
ceived. There has been no complaint on 
the subject of transportation, since the 
army commenced its march. The Govern- 
ment has fully anticipated and provided 
for the wants of the campaign; three thou- 
sand cars are now daily running between 
Nashville and the front, and army stores 
of all descriptions and sanitary stores find 
an easy transit to the scene of conflict and 
suffering. 

In order that the sanitary stores might 
be distributed where they were most need- 
ed, and where they would best answer the 
ends for which the Commission was insti- 
tuted, I conferred at the opening of the 
campaign with the Medical Director, and 
the Medical Purveyor and the Post Com- 
missary at this place, as to the course best 
to be pursued. The sick and wounded that 
had been previously patients in the hospi- 
tals at Chattanooga and other points be- 
yond this, were in May transferred to this 
place, and to hospitals farther North; cre- 
ating while in transitu an increased de- 
mand for sanitary supplies here; and this 
demand was largely increased, us soon as 
the wounded from the battles of the cam- 
paign began to arrive. 

A large Corps of Sanitary Agents had 
gone to the front, in May, and were keep- 
ing pace with the progress of the army. 

These agents were sending back daily 
the most urgent requests to hurry forward 
supplies to them. Under these circum- 
stances, how could all the wants of the sick 
and wounded soldiers in General Hospital, 
here and at the front, be met? To this 
inquiry I gave the most careful attention. 
The Medical Director, the Medical Pur- 
veyor and Post C mmissary, advised me 
that sanitary stores were needed more at 
the front than at any other place; that all 
the general hospitals were supplied by 
Government with everything actually ne- 
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cessary; that at the front, where the storm 
of battle was actually raging, exigencies 
were continually arising, beyond the organ- 
ized means of the Government to provide 
for; and that there, at or near the field of 
battle, was the appropriate sphere for the 
Sanitary Commission to discharge its hu- 
mane duties of love and mercy. 

Dr. Clendenin, the Medical Director, 
clearly defined to me the duties of Surgeons 
in charge of hospita!s, and pointed out the 
manner in which they could and should 
provide with whatever is necessary for their 
patients from the Government; and in con- 
nection with the subject, he furnished me 
with the following written orders, which I 
deemed of sufficient importance to have 
printed for the information of our own 
agents: 


Orrice Asst. Mrep. Drr., D. C., ) 
NASHVILLE, June 15, 1864. 


CIRCULAR. 


The attention of Medical Officers is re- 
spectfnlly directed to cireular No. 5, Sur- 
geon-General’s Office, April 13, 1863, viz.: 

The Senior Medical Officer of hospitals, 
regiments, posts, or detached commands, 
will make their requisitions for medical and 
hospital supplies upon the Medical Director 
whom they may be serving. 

It is not the design of the Sanitary Com- 
mission to perform the duties which belong 
to the officers of the Medical Department, 
nor to furnish those medical stores which 
ordinarily are supplied by this Depart- 
ment, when properly asked for, or when 
needed. 

5 * * * * 

The supplies of the Sanitary Commission, 
then, will not be drawn upon by Medical 
Officers to meet the current expenditures of 
their hospitals; and Medical Officers who, 
previous to the issue of this circular, have 
been in the habit of asking, without the 
necessity, for these gratuitous issues, are 
believed to have done so through ignorance 
of the proper means of obtaining their hos- 
pital stores, or prompted by the desire to 
clear themselves from a responsibility to 
which they would be held by this Bureau, 
for culpable negligence in the use and waste 
of supplies received from the regular pur- 
veying officers of the Medical Department. 

* * * * * 


(Signed, ) W. A. Hammonp, 
Su. geon-General. 
W. CLEeNDENIN, 
Surgeon U.S. V., Asst. Med. Dir., 
Department of the Cumberland. 
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Orrice Asst. Mep. Dr, 
NASHVILLE, June 15, 1864. 


CIRCULAR. 


The following instructions are again fur- 
nished for the information of ‘‘Sargeons © 
in charge,” who are charged with the faith- 
ful execution of the same: 

All issues of clothing made to patients in 
hospital, should be noted on the descriptive 
rolls of the man receiving the clothing. 

In cases where no descriptive roll has 
been furnished by the company command- 
ers, the clothing needed should be issued 
at once, and such issues noted on a partial 
descriptive roll. This partial roll should 
be made out by the Surgeon in charge, 
giving the name, rank, reputed company, 
regiment, age, height, complexion, color of 


eyes, hair, and such other facts as may be 


obtain:ble at the time, and which would 
assist in a legal identification of the — 
name. 

If a full descriptive roll should be re- 
ceived from the company commander be- 
fore the man leaves the hospital, all issues 
made to him should be noted on this roll, 
and the partial descriptive roll should be 
destroyed at once. ; 

It has been officially reported to this 
office, that a number of sick and wounded 
men have been transferred from hospitals 
in Nashville to Louisville, Ky., without 
any other clothing than drawers and shirts. 
It is hoped, that under no circumstances 
will ‘‘ Surgeons in charge” again permit 
any man to b2 sent out in such condition. 
The Governnent has made liberal pre- 
vision for issuing clothing to troops, es- 
pecially to men in hospitals; consequently, 
there can be no excuse whatever for sol- 
diers of the United States Army being 
sent out of hospital without clothing, in a 
half nude state. 

(Signed, ) W. CLENDENIN, 
Surgeon U. S. V., Asst. Med. Dir., 


Department of the Cumberland. 

As the work of the Commission is sup- 
plemental to that of the Government, we 
have been governed by these orders, (in 
the distribution of our stores,) wherever 
general hospitals have been established, 
and the Government has had sufficient 
time to supply them with their full com- 
plement of hospital stores. 

This has been our general rule, subject 
to such exceptions as the necessities of the 
case often required. When Government 
supplies can be had, and sufficient time 
afforded to reach them through author- 
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ized channels, the distribution of sanitary 

stores is unnecessary. In the transfer of 
patients from one hospital to another, suf- 
ficient time is not always given to supply 
patients with necessary clothing, through 
the established army regulations. In such 
eases the Sanitary Commission comes to 
the relief of the needy. Individual appli- 
cations for relief have been always disposed 
of according to the wants of the applicant, 

where those other wants cannot properly 
be relieved. 

Confining our distributions in general 
hospitals to the above order of the Medi- 
-cal Director, we have been enabled to 
seud to the front, a much larger amount 
of supplies, than otherwise have been done; 
at the same time, the aid rendered by the 
- Commission here to hospitals, to indi- 
vidual soldiers, to parts of regiments on 
detached duty, and to regiments guarding 
the railroad and river, between Nashville 
and Chattanooga, has been constant and 
of very considerable magnitude. We have 
always endeavored to regulate our distri- 
butions by the comparative wants and ne- 
cessities of the different parts of the field 
to be supplied. I do not know that the 
work could have been better done than it 
has been. 

For a more particular statement of the 
relation that the Sanitary Commission bears 
to general hospitals, I refer you to the 
communication of Dr. Woodward, drawn 
up by my request, to accompany this re- 
port. 

About the time that wounded soldiers 
began to arrive in considerable numbers 
from the front, application was made to 
me by Surgeons and other Government 
offizers, to have special relief, in the form- 


of refreshment, provided for them at Chat- 


tanooga Depot, in Nashville, and at De- 
cherd Station, about half-way between 
Nashville and Chattanooga. I thought it 
highly proper for the Commission to com- 
ply with this request. An agent, with your 
approbation, was sent to Decherd, with 
the necessary supplies to establish a ‘‘Sol- 
diers’ Rest’? there; and for several weeks 
past, all sick and wounded soldiers passing 
from the front to Nashville, have been sup- 
plied at Decherd with coffee, tea, beef 
soup, lemonade, milk punch, crackers and 


i et senna nt se 


bread, and have received such other atten- 
tion as was necessary. 

At first, a large number of the wounded 
came from the front in box-cars, and when 
they arrived in Nashville, they frequently 
had to wait, in an exhausted condition, 
from one to three hours, before they could 
be transferred to hosp.tals. I visited them 
as they came in, and saw them lying on the 
bottom of the cars, weary, hungry, thirsty, 
and suffering from their wounds. 

I made arrangements immediately for 
supplying them with milk punch, cooled 
with ice, and with soft crackers. 

This was refreshing to them, and those 
that looked on and heard their expressions 
of satisfaction and gratitude, were often 
affected to tears. This was a good work; 
but for the last month hospital cars, fur- 
nished with every comfort necessary for | 
wounded men, have been provided for 
transferring wounded soldiers from the 
front to Nashville, and the necessity for 
our :upplying them at Chattanooga Depot 
no longer exists. The ‘‘ Soldiers’ Rest’ 
at Decherd is still in operation, under the 
care of Dr. Hillman, and from five hundred 
to a thousand soldiers a week, are there 
kindly eared for. 

I think proper in this communication to 
call your attention to the great amount of 
work for soldiers, done at the ‘‘ Soldiers’ 
Home” in Nashville, under the efficient 
management of Capt. Brayton. 

Hospital visiting has been faithfully at- 
tended to by Rev. Mr. Ingraham, and in 
addition to his other duties, he has offi- 
ciated as Chaplain on Sunday, in the 
** Soldiers’ Home.” I have also myself 
visited the hospitals as often as a proper 
attention to my other duties would permit. 
I have endeavored to keep myself acquaint- 
ed with their wants, necessities and general 
condition, and to supply them to the ex- 
tent of our means and obligation. 

The number of patients in them, since 
the opening of the campaign, has greatly 
increased. They are much in want of veg- 
etables, which the market here cannot sup- 
ply, and of rags for the dressing of wounds, 
which the Government heretofore has not 
attempted to supply. Rags are not on the 
supply-table of tae Medical Purveyor. 

That you may be made acquainted fully 
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with the statistics and general condition of 


the hospitals in Nashville, at the present . 


date, [have requested Dr. Woodward to visit 
them and furnish me with such statisties, 
and the results of his observation in the 
same. 


This he has done. His great experience 


as an Army Surgeon, gives additional value - 


to his statements and suggestions. I here- 
with inclose his communication to me on 
this subject, as a part of this report. 

For further particulars, I refer you to 
the reports of Mr. Robinson, Mr. Ingra- 
ham and Captain Brayton, in their several 
departments. 


DECHERD, TENNESSEE. 


Dr. Hillman writes, August 15: 

There is probably in no other institution 
a more gratifying situation than the office 
IT occupy at present, in taking care of the 
sick and wounded. Having had, for a long 
time, nothing but ‘“‘ hard tack,” the poor, 
exhausted patient’s face smiles over the 
rich beef soup which is offered to him. 
The wounded, sun-burnt hero, asking for 
water to fill his empty canteen, and being 
told to wait a minute, is astonished at get- 
ting milk punch, something to eat, and a 
fresh dressing for his wounds, in addition 
to the canteen of water; he will look -at 
you in dumb wonder, but the moistened 
eye is eloquent where the tongue falters and 
fails. It need Holmes’s pen or Darley’s 
pencil to do justice to the scenes that are 
common under my eye. Tell that pale 
man, who has been lingering for a long 
time with a disease contracted in the ser- 
vice of his country—tell him the best med- 
icine you can administer is found in the 
word ‘‘ Home,” with all that it suggests of 
affection, comfort, and repose, and the 
wan countenance brightens at once, the 
jolting of the car is no longer felt, the heat 
of the long day is furgotten, and the hard 
box-car is pillowed with the sweetest imag- 
inations. There is too much noise and toc 
much bustle at the departure of the train, 
for many words of farewell from my pa- 
tients, newly found and as quickly chang- 
ing, but I cannot forget their faces radiant 
with a voiceless gratitude. 

A few days ago, a train, with but one 
wounded man on board, stopped at the 
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station the usual twenty-five minutes, and 

I was thus allowed to give him undivided 
attention. He had been badly wounded at 
the ankle joint by a bomb-shell. I dressed 


_ his wound, gave him a pillow to rest his 


foot on, fed and refreshed him; he was — 
trying to thank me, but the words were 
choked with tears. After he left, I was 
surprised to hear that he was a Confederate 
soldier. Will this man remaina rebel ? 
Will he have a chance of visiting Belle 
Isle ? 

Once in a while very amusing incidents 
happen. There is but one step from the 
tragic, as well as the sublime, to the ridicu- 
lous. Lam often obliged to use disinfect- 
ants for severe and offensive wounds, and 
have a solution in a wine bottle, still wear- 
ing the attractive, gilded label, ‘‘ Bordeaux, 
St. Julien, Medoc.” While I was busily 
engaged the other day with my work, the 
bottle close at hand, it had proved too 
strong a temptation to a soldier lying near, 
and, when my back was turned, he hurried- 
ly gulped down a generous swallow. You 
can imagine the sneezing, coughing, retch- 
ing, and thorough disgust which betrayed, 
at the same time, the sly theft and his fear- 
ful disappointment, much to the amuse- 
ment of all present. 

The ice-house is completed. No ice has 
been received in quantity, but, through 
the kindess of Dr. Hazen, I get small sup- 
plies from his hospital train: 

In regard to telegrams I am happy to say 
that they have been regularly received, 
save only when interrupted by the thunder- 
storms along the line through the moun- 
tains. But as nurses take turns in watch- - 
ing at night, I have been prepared in all 
cases of night arrivals. 

The number of patients fed and attended 
to at this station, from August 3d to the 
15th, is eleven hundred and eighty-nine. I 
select from my memorandum the details 
descriptive of a single day: 

August 15.—Train No. 8, in two sections, 
arrived-2.30 A. M. First section had one 
hundred and forty-seven patients; fed them, 
and dressed wounds for eleven privates and 
two officers. Second section had seventy- 
five patients; found one Frenchman and 
thirty-nine Germans. They were glad to 
be addressed each in his native tongue. 
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Train No. 5, arrived before time, at 214 
P. M., with twelve patients; fed them, 
and gave morphine to one man in great 
pain. ’ ‘ 

Train No. 6, arrived at 91¢ P. M.; had 
twenty-five patients; gave them coffee and 
milk punch; administered soporifics. Total, 
two hundred and fifty-nine patients on Au- 
gust 15th. 

To Mr. Root I have written for supplies 
needed here, and expect to receive them 
soon. 


HOSPITAL VISITING. 


Mr. Ingraham writes from Nashville, 
August 6: 


The last week has been filled with its 
continuous round of daily duties, some 
great, some small. Not a little time has 
been occupied in answering letters from 
friends of sick or wounded soldiers. Every 
mail brings some—each eloquent in the 
entreaty that the Hospital Visitor will look 
up the beloved husband or son or brother— 
see their condition, attend to their wants— 
see if they can get a sick furlough, or be 
transferred to some hospital nearer home, 
and where their friends can meet them. 
All of these letters require an answer, 
sometimes two or three letters in reply, 
besides a great deal of time and labor spent 
in searching out the case. Let me give an 
instance: 

A few days ago a letter was received 
requesting information of Hiram McFree- 
man, who was known to have been brought 
to Nashville very sick —but a long time had 
elapsed, no letters to him were answered, 
and whether he was alive or dead his 
friends could not learn. They wrote to 
the Hospital Visitor. He took the letter 
and went to the office of the Medical Di- 
rector, where the record of all hospital 
patients is kept, and began his search over 
the long pages, scanning every one of the 
hundreds of names. But no such name 
appeared. He then went backwards over 
the list, but page after page was examined 
until his back and fingers ached, but cer- 
tainly no such name was there. He looked 
at the letter again, and there was strong 
evidence that such a person had been in 
hospital in Nashville. 

What next was to be done but to visit the 


hospitals themselves, and look at their 
books, for sometimes mistakes are made, 
even at the Medical Director’s. So the 
nearest hospital was visited, and an hour 
exhausted, but no such name was there. 
Then a long, hot walk, and the books of 
another examined, but with as little suc- 
cess. Then another long walk, and a third 
hospital record investigated, but with like 
result. Tired out and heated, the thing 
was given up for that day. Upon the next 
(two more letters with similar inquiries 
having come in the interval,) he starts upon 
a two mile walk, for no ambulance could 
be had, to the largest hospital. 

Here, also, pages of names, reaching 
weeks and months back, are carefully pored 
over, but without success. He is about to 


| give it up, when a thought suddenly strikes 


him. He then begins a search for Hiram 
M. Foreman, and finds the name, and 
on inquiry learns that he is the very man 
he wants, but that his name has been mis- 
spelt, and then he learns that the young 
man has entirely recovered, and that he 
left the hospital the day before to join his 
regiment { 

This may be considered a rare case, but 
yet not altogether as uncommon as we could 
wish, At best, it requires much time to 
find the parties, investigate their condi- 
tion, talk with them, see their Surgeons 
about them, write to their friends, and 
keep up the interest and communication 
until they recover or are removed. 

With one exception the hospitals are all 
in good condition. We trust that kindly 
influences brought to bear upon that will 
soon make it no longer an exception. 

I have heretofore omitted to report what, 
perhaps, I should have done, viz.: my vol- 
untary seryices as Chaplain in hospitals, I 
do not mean the occasional bed-side services 
which are continually occurring, but those 
of a more regular character. There are 
faithful Chaplains here, and some who go 
beyond their strength. But there are, © 
nevertheless, hospitals which, from some 
cause, seem to be quite destitute of the 


regular and constant services of a Chap- 


lain. 

All of the hospitals are frequently visited 
by clerical tract and book distributors, 
and who occasionally hold religious ser- 
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vices. But these gentlemen are generally 
on short vacations from their own parishes 
in the North; they naturally desire to go 
over as much ground as possible in the 
given time, and therefore, any good impres- 
sion that one or two visits to a hospital may 
make, is generally lost for want of repeti- 
tion and following up. Or else the kindly 
impression of perhaps one excellent and 
experienced Visitor is driven away by the 
succession of new faces and voices. 

What is needed, in I think the most of 
our hospitals, is a sufficient number of faith- 
ful resident Chaplains; gentlemen selected 
for their experience, wisdom and devotion 
to the cause. The Chaplain should know 
personally almost every man in the hospi- 
tal, or if the hospital be too large, then he 
shonld have one or more assistants. He 
should visit once or twice each day every 
case inviting peculiar sympathy, for coun- 
sel, consolation, and prayer. He should 
know how to approach men with judgment 
and discretion, so as not to repel but to 
draw them; not to shut up their hearts but 
to open them; not to kill but in every sense 
to cure. 

A good Surgeon knows well the value of 
such a spiritual assistant. ‘ He should also 
know what kind of religious reading each 
man should have, and he should have the 
autority and contro] over the distribution 
of it. He should not permit that indis- 
criminate tract and book distribution, which 
gives a tract on dancing to a man who has 
lost his leg, or a book on ‘‘ The Wrath to 
Com2,” to some poor, broken, and contrite 
heart, that needs binding up with the 
gentlest hand. In a word, his hospital 
should be his parish. It would take but a 
little time for such a man to gain the con- 
fidence of his patients, and to have access 
to their heart of hearts. 

Some of such men have visited our hus- 
pitals, and have, in barely one conversa- 
tion, gained the confidence of many who 
longed for their return. But alas, they 
were of the peripatetic order; they had made 
a good impression, but were suddenly gone 
to return no more, and the poor disappoint- 
ed, discouraged sick man, after listening 
long in vain for the returning footsteps of 
that friendly voice, turns his face to the 
wall, refuses to listen to the succession of 
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new voices and faces that flit past, or stop 
a moment before him, and shuts up his 
heart in despair. 

I will not enter upon the statistics of 


Chaplaincy, nor the mode of appointment, - 


neither the method of remedy; but having 
touched upon a sanitary desideratum here 
—‘‘ sanitary” in its fullest sense—will go 
on to report, that in one of these hospitals, 
where there are five hundred patients, 
there having been no kind of religious ser- 
vice, I was told, for two months—no one 
to bury the dead, or administer at the bed- 
side of the dying—at the earnest solicita- 
tion of the patients, I volunteered to give 
them as much of my time as I could spare. 
This at once involved Sunday services, and 
as the patients were mostly confined to 
their beds, a service was required in each 
ward, there being six in all, This, in ad- 


dition to a service in the Refugee Barracks, 


has been kept up for about three mvunths, 
in addition to occasional week-day Visiting. 


This has, at last, however, proved too much © 


for my strength. And as of late, I have, 
by request, undertaken regular Sunday ser- 


| vices at the Soldiers’ Home, the hospital 


services have been reluctantly givenup. On 
yesterday, however, it being the national 
fast day, I held services, by special request 
of the Surgeons in charge, both at the 
main building and in its branch, having a 
large and most attentive congregation. 

At the Soldiers’ Home, I have good and 
attentive congregations once on each Sun- 
day. There are from forty upwards at 
each service. On these occasions I use the 
little ‘‘ Soldiers’ Prayer Book,” which af- 
fords great satisfaction, each man having 
a book. At the close of the services the 
men are presented with the book which 
they have been using. 
have been given them in this way. For 
quite a number of these and other books, 
I am indebted to the kindness of the 


Rev. Montgomery Schuyler, D.D., of St. 


Louis. 

For several months past, I have also held 
a regular Sunday service in the Refugee 
Barracks of this city, where, also, a Sun- 
day-School has been established and kept 
up. There, also, I have had frequent burial 
services, and many an opportunity of a 
kind and blessed word . 


Several hundred — 
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_ HOSPITALS. 
Dr. Woodward reports: 


T have the honor to report, that in obedi- 
ence to your request, I have made an in- 
spection of some of the hospitals in this 
city, and though time has not allowed an ex- 
amination of all, enough has been done to 
show that there is a necessity for aid from 
the Sanitary Commission. 

By an examination of the reports here- 
with inclosed, you will perceive that vege- 
tables are much needed, and though most 
of the hospitals have a large hospital fund, 
it cannot avail to meet this want, for the 
reason that a sufficient number of vegeta- 
bles, cannot be purchased in this market. 
Butter, eggs, rags and bromine, are loudly 
called for. 

As you are aware that frequent com- 
plaints are made in Northern newspapers, 
of the misappropriation of the supplies of 
. the Sanitary Commission, my attention has 
been directed particularly to this matter, 
and I am convinced that the complaints 
are groundless. J could find no instance 
where medical officers live or board at the 
hospitals, or make use of any sanitary sup- 
plies. The officers either board in private 
families, or have a mess of their own—and 
the kitchens of the hospitals are for the 
most part under charge of ladies from the 
Christian or Sanitary Commissions, and the 
Surgeons have given me every facility for 
making the closest inquiries, and feel that 
the more fully the investigation is made, 
the more confidence will the people have in 
their honesty. 

The men in the hospital are well cared 
for, and with the exception of the ‘ pro- 
fessional grumblers,” are contented and 
cheerful. 

* * * * * 

Blackberry wine and cordial, are highly 
valued at the hospitals, and a supply would 
do much good. 

Rags and bandages in unlimited quanti- 
ties are called for—the great numbers of 
wounded arriving demanding supplies. 


Rey. A. L. Payson reports: 


My labors have been so varied and dis- 
connected the past month, that it is some- 
what difficult for me to send you a regular 

Von. IL—No, 22. 44. 


report of my immediate labors. Since the 
colored troops came, until their organiza- 
tion, we have had our hands full. Our la- 
bors have been unremitting and arduous. 
Since their organization they have been put 
in camp. Means were at once instituted 
to give them regular instruction, which has 
been continued, though necessarily with 
more or less interruption. It is truly as- 
tonishing to witness the rapid progress 
they have made. In some instances, they 
have learned the alphabet in fifty-five min- 
utes, and in forty-eight hours they have re- 
mained in the camp, under the influence 
instituted, there was every indication that 
they would have made great improvement. 

For their encouragement, special hours 
were selected for writing letters for them. 
The efforts expended in their behalf have 
resulted in great good, and fully establish 
the fact of the aptness of the colored man ~ 
to learn to read and write. In carefully vis- 
iting the two infantry regiments organized, 
I found in the 114th (now ordered to Burn- 
side Point,) there were one hundred and 
eighty-five able to read in the Testament 
—in the 116th, now in camp here, one hun- 
dred and thirty-two. Being deeply inter- 
ested in the welfare of these men, I have 
devoted a portion of each day (in connexion 
with Rev. J. G. Fee, a most devoted man, ) 
to the interests of the colored troops, in 
laying the foundation for their future ad- 
vancement in knowledge. , ae 

My labors among the refugees have in- 
creased the past month. These circum- 
stances have been such as to demand the 
attention of some one to meet their varied. 
and multiplhed wants. 

The condition of the camp at the present 
time is as follows: At the Camp of Distri- 
bution there were one hundred and ninety 
men. An order has been issued calling for 
all able for field duty. One hundred and 
sixty have left. 

In the convalescent Camp Hospital there 
are four hundred and twenty-three—fifty- 
four of these on low diet. The prevailing 
disease is said to be diarrhea. Of the 
ferent States represented in our hospitals- 
Michigan is said to have the ascendancy. 

In the General Hospital I give you the 
number on the different diets in all its 
branches: 
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Number on low diet in Gen. Hospital. .153 
66 half 66 66 81 


“ fulldiebin  * _.177 
“low  -‘* Measles Ward .. 50 
oe elie. 4) olga 
cor aid ey ee aie 
‘* in Small-pox branch....... 13 
"Ota as dates cei ine ee 504. 
Number of Nurses and Attendants..... 60 
Totadod fot. Of. eine 564 


There are about two hundred and thirty 
colored troops included in the above, about 
equal proportions of them on the different 
diets. 

In the Prison Hospital there are twenty 
patients—about one half on low diet. In 
the Employees’ Hospital seventeen patients 
—eight on low diet—five on half diet—di- 
arrhea prevails. 

The above are entirely dependent for 
Sanitary Supplies on the Home, except per- 
haps the General Hospital, which is in part 
supplied by the Cincinnati Branch. You 
will see the necessity that a suitable and 
full supply of stores be kept at this point. 
For some time past our calls have been very 
urgent, and for articles absolutely neces- 
sary for the comfort of the sick. I regret 
to say that we have not been able to answer 
these calls. Our supplies at present are en- 
tirely inadequate to meet the demands that 
will be made. We shall have large bodies 
of colored troops, and immediately on the 
appointment of medical officers a Regimen- 
tal Hospital will be established. They will 
require more or less Sanitary supplies. 
The 114th Regiment U. 8. Colored Troops 
that have been ordered to Burnside Point, 
will need looking after, having left without 
physician or- medicine. The 49th Ken- 
tucky will leave, and of course all Medical 
and Sanitary Stores appertaining to the 
Regiment will be removed. 

Of the last stores received nearly all have 
een given out to the different hospitals 
here. Should further calls be made by the 
hospitals or regiments here, we shall not 
be prepared to meet them. 

The Cumberland Hospital is located 
about a mile and a half from Nashville, and 
is on elevated ground. It was originally a 
field hospital, composed altogether of tents. 
The intention now is to remove the tents 


as fast as possible, and supply their places 
with more permanent structures. To give 
some definite idea of this little city of in- 


valids, Mr. Woodruff, the Hospital Stew- — 


ard, furnishes the following statistics of 
this hospital. The hospital is generally 
regarded as very faithfully and efficiently 
managed: . 

The daily average of patients last month 


was 2,891; attendants, 190. Total patients 
and attendants, 3,081. Exclusive of the 


above attendants are fourteen colored men 


employed in policing the grounds, and sev- 
enty-three colored women employed as 
cooks, washers, and seamstresses. There 
are also nine white men and twenty white 
women employed in the laundry, included 
in the 190 attendants, employed as clerks, 
cooks, and helpers, ironers and seamstress- 
es. There are washed and ironed daily, 
Sundays excepted, 2,500 pieces. We have 
one of David Parker’s patent washers, with 


wringers attached, which is worked by 


steam, and will wash 160 pieces every fif- 
teen minutes. This will be ready for use 
in a short time. We have a fine 18-horse 
power engine, which saws our wood, works 
the washers, and supplies the Laundry and 
*‘Special Diet Rooms” with hot and cold 
water. 

The following provisions were drawn 


from the Post Commissary, and consumed — 


in this hospital last month: 


6,400 Ibs. pork. 2,840 Ibs. soap. 
4,200 lbs. ham. 3,487 Ibs. salt. 
50,000 lbs. fresh beef. 75 lbs. black pepper. 
1,224 Ibs. butter. : 
50 lbs. lard. 

2,596 lbs. dried apples. 
904 Ibs. dried peaches. 
[8,000 lbs white fish. — 

3,750 lbs. mackerel. 

408 cans tomatoes. 

200 lbs. cheese. 

100 bbls. raisins. 

456 lbs. white sugar. 
703 lbs. butter crackers. 
811 doz. eggs. 


2,500 lbs. mutton, 
126,500 Ibs. flour. 
4,500 lbs. corn meal, 
1,200 lbs. hominy. 
4,600 Ibs. beans. 
2,100 lbs. peas. 
2,600 Ibs. rice. 
4,160 ibs. coffee. 
402 lbs. tea. 
7,800 lbs. brown sugar. 
125 gals. vinegar. 
264 gals. molasses. 
10,621 lbs. candles. 
The total cost of the above provisions, 
at Government prices, was $20,996 55. In 
addition to the above there was purchased 
of private dealers, 6,80614 gallons of fresh 
milk, at 30 cents per gallon; 2671 lbs. but- 
ter, 44 chickens, 4 bbls. vinegar, 134 bush- 
els potatoes, 2 bushels of onions. Total 
cost of purchases for the month, $2,230.85. 
The Medical Purveyor has furnished the 
hospital, during the month, with 23,250 
lbs. of the best quality of ice. The Spe- 
cial Diet Rooms are admirably managed 
by ladies sent out by the U.S. Christian 
Commission. We now issue 250 gallons of 
fresh milk daily. 
* * * x ¥ es 
A garden of fourteen acres, attached to 
the hospital, has furnished, up to July 31, 
the following vegetables: 150 bbls. lettuce; 
4 bbls. mustard for greens; 180 bbls. beets 
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for greens, and 20 bbls. beets for pickles; 
3 bbls. potatoes; 1,781 dozen radishes; 1,200 
heads cabbages; 318 dozen cucumbers; 53 
bushels string beans; 41 bushels green 
peas; 12 bushels tomatoes; 120 bushels 
onions. The garden promises further sup- 
plies of potatoes, beets, tomatoes, cabba- 
ges, carrots, turnips, parsnips, and radish- 
es. The value of the vegetables furnished, 
at the market price, would be something 
over $2,000. 

I beg further to state, that since Februa- 
ry 1, 1864, there has been manufactured in 
the hospital 1,800 lbs. tallow candles, and 
5,000 gallons soap from the tallow and 
grease saved from the pork and beef used 
here; there has also been sold for cash,and 
turned over to the contingent fund from 
grease and swill, the amount of $500. 


There have been gathered from the hos- 
pital garden of Chattanooga, for the use of 
the troops, up to the 20th of August, 8,934 
bushels of onions, tomatoes, beets, &c., 
~ and 7,408 dozen of cucumbers, summer 
Squash, corn, early cabbage, &c. 


August 13. 
The days of this past week have been 
filled with their regular round of duties— 
only not quite so regular to order as one 
might wish, for sometimes the duties seem 
to come in crowds. 
Somebody has written that ‘‘two duties 
cannot conflict,” that of two or more seem- 
ing duties, claiming the same time, but 
one is really such, the others not being du- 
ties till their turn comes. I think the wri- 
ter above alluded to would be sometimes 
puzzled, if he were engaged in this good 
work, to determine which of many calls is 
really the duty. One cannot help ofttimes 
expressing the wish that, in view of all that 
needs to be done, he could multiply him- 
self into half-a-dozen, And yet a week’s 
work has but little to show. No one can 
track it—no one describe it. It is nothing 
but a few cups of cold water given here 
and there, every day. And even the name 
of the donor is not known one time in ten. 
Here is a conversation with a sick man, 
the listening to all his complaints and ail- 
ments, and sympathizing with and encour- 
aging him. There are a few words of kind, 
earnest, spiritual comfort and consolation 
given with a fervent prayer for the man’s 
recovery. In this corner the visitor list- 
ens patiently to a boy just beginning to 


- 


convalesce, who has not had, in a long time, 
the luxury of a good listener, as he tells how, 
at ‘‘ Buzzard’s Roost,” he was watching his 
chances, slowly creeping from rock to rock, 
firing upward as he went, until suddenly 
he finds himself behind a rock too small to 
cover him entirely, and he knows that the 
sharp-shooter before him has discovered it, 
too, and is watching for the first movement 
of his head. But he keeps his head down 
and his legs together until he can’t stand 
it any longer. So he raises his cap above 
his head the least bit—‘‘ crack” goes the 
other fellow’s rifle—up he jumps, takes 
aim, ‘‘plugs” the other chap, and is safe 
behind another rock in a jiffy. So he 
fights his battles over, until the visitor, 
having scarcely spoken a word, rises to go, 
when the poor fellow expresses himself as 
much obliged for the visit—‘‘it has done a 
heap of good—I love to hear you talk””— 
hopes you will come again soon, and with 
a smile of real pleasure on his face bids 
you adicu, while you feel that by that lit- 
tle act of, perhaps, some self-denial to 
yourself, you have administered a tonic to 
him better than the purest wine. 

Then here again is a sick man, very low, 
with his wife beside him, God bless her! 
I have few fears for a man whose wife is 
beside him in hospital. It is, as the hus- 
band said to me, ‘‘diet, sleep, and sun- 
shine.’”’ A curious combination, but I un- 
derstood it. His food was sweeter, for she 
handed it to him; his sleep was rest now, 
for she watched over him, and her presence 
was sunshine all the time. The poor fel- 
low did not know that he was talking ‘‘poe- 
try and moonshine,”—but of this I wish 
there was a good deal more in our hospitals. 

By the way, some of our good friends at 
the North have sent down occasionally 
checker boards, puzzles, and games. They 
are of great service to the convalescing pa- 
tients, who need something cheery. I wish 
that they could be constantly supplied with 
some good, light reading, such as Harper’s 
Magazine. 

This is the season of fruits and berries. 
They are of great service to the men where 
they can get them. 

I hope that this year again our good 
friends at Cleveland will not forget their 
grapes. They did so much good last year. 
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But I believe that these ladies do not need 
to be reminded. 
ON THE RED RIVER. 

Mr. Carpenter writes to Dr. Newberry, 
from Salem, Mass., August 20: 

As I was not able to report from Red 
River, I will endeavor now to write the 
main items of my movements. As I noti- 
fied you in my previous letter, I suceeded 
in getting my supplies of sanitary stores 
on board the Sallie List, and was ready to 
start up Red River on the afternoon of 
Tuesday, May 10th, but owing to a storm 
and very high wind we did not get away 
until Wednesday morning. 

Arrived at the mouth of Red River on 
Sunday, May 15th, and immediately re- 
ported to Major-General Canby, who had 
arrived the day previous, and was on board 
the gunboat Black Hawk; was informed 
by him that it was impossible to get to 
Alexandria, and that all I could do was to 
await the turn of events; then went aboard 
hospital steamer Red Rover, found her full 
of sick and wounded, and entirely destitute 
of supplies; furnished them with what I 
had, and some articles that I did not have, 
I promised to send at the first opportu- 
nity. 

Dr. J. H. Bixby, Chief Medical Officer on 
board, very kindly accompanied me through 
the boat, and explained the various pur- 
poses and arrangements with which it is 
fitted, and I never was more gratified at the 
perfect order and neatness with which 
every thing seems to have been provided 
and arranged for the comfort and well- 
being of the sick and suffering on board. 
The Surgeons and officers in charge are 
very gentlemanly, and appeared to be kind, 
humane and talented men. 


I supplied the sick on gunboats lying” 


there with their most essentially needed 
articles, and then went to the transports. 
I went on board each one as they came out 
of Red River, administering special relief 
in all cases where it was practical, and ad- 
ministering to all in need as far as possible. 

I reported to Col. Voltura, (Medical In- 
spector,) the amount of stores that I had 
brought, and that they would be inade- 
quate to the demand, requesting leave to 
send to New Orleans for an additional 
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quantity, as I had learned that they had 
passed down the river, destined for that 
place. He informed me that he was to 
send immediately a telegraphic despatch 
for medical supplies, and would notify the 
Sanitary Commission also. 

I reported to the Adjutant General every 
day, but could get no permission to pass up 
the river, as the troops were moving down 
and he feared we should pass them, and 
consequently not get our stores to them as 
soon as to wait where we were. I was very 
anxious and uneasy, aS we were within 
sound of the guns of the battle all day. 

On Thursday I received an invitation to 
dinner by the officers of the Black Hawk, 
flagship, and while there, an express came 
down from Lewisport, requesting sanitary 
stores to be sent at once. The captain, 
supposing me to be on board, cast off and 
proceeded up the river, so that to my great 
chagrin and annoyance, upon coming out 
from dinner, [found her out of sight. I 
went immediately on board the Dunleith, 
and followed her, arriving at Lewisport but 
a short time after. Found the agents from 
New Orleans there, and as they were, of 
course, better acquainted with the require- 
ments of the different corps, having been 
on the ground with them, I turned all of — 
the stores over to them. We arrived very 
opportunely, as their supply was entirely — 
exhausted. Every one was rejoiced to see 
the stores come in; said ‘‘it seemed a 
perfect god-send almost, they came in just 
the ‘nick of time’—did not see before what 
they were going to do, or how they were 
going to get along.” 

Assisted in the distribution, until they 
were all given out, and then reported to 
Gen. A. J. Smith for any volunteer duty that 
he might have occasion for—was requested 
by him to remain at the headquarters of the 
16th Army Corps, and make myself useful 
whenever I saw opportunity. Went aboard ~ 
the Sioux City, and worked all day, assist- 
ing the Surgeons, and in caring for the 
wounded, returning to headquarters at 
night, when moved down the river to Red 
River Landing. In the morning ascer- | 
tained that the wounded coming up the ~ 
Mississippi were to be transferred to the - 
transport Choteau. I accordingly reported 
to Dr. Robbins, Surgeon in charge, who re- 
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quested me to come up with them, and 
assist them as far as might be. 
In the evening the steamer Laurel Hill 
arrived from New Orleans, bringing a good 
supply of the most needed articles, and 
some hospital furniture. They came most 
acceptably, as I found the Choteau to be 
only a transport, and entirely unprovided 
with hospital furniture or appliances, the 
hospital steamer having been lost, with very 
nearly all her medical stores, furniture and 
medicines, consequently all we had to rely 
on until we reached Natchez, were the 
stores so fortunately supplied by the Com- 
mission. 
As the acting steward was sick, Dr. Rob- 
bins requested me to assist him in his du- 
ties, and in caring for the comfort and well- 
being of the men as far as possible under 
the circumstances. The boat was crowded, 
through her cabins, on deck and on the 
-guards, with wounded men as thickly as 
they could be laid, leaving hardly stepping 
room. The first thing to be done was to 
have them fed, which we succeeded in do- 
ing pretty satisfactorily, with the concen- 
trated beef, fish, potatoes, crackers, farina, 
butter, milk, sugar, tea, coffee, etc., sup- 
plied by the Commission, and these were 
all we could get until we reached Natchez, 
as all the commissary stores we had were 
hams and flour, and which there was no 
opportunity of cooking, as there was but 
one stove on board, which was fully occu- 
pied in cooking for the crew, and what was 
indispensable for the wounded. The next, 
to get their bloody, dirty,ragged, and vermin 
infested clothing off—get them washed, and 
good clean Sanitary clothing put on, and it 
would have given any one with a heart in 
him, the most sincere gratification to wit- 

ness the change produced in their looks and 
appearance, their greatly increased cheer 
and hopefulness—and to have heard their 
hearty expressions of thankfulness and 
gratitude. 

As there were no cots or mattresses, we 
supplied their place as well as might be with 
the bed sacks, blankets, sheets and com- 
forts, and pillows from the Commission; 
gave them combs, so they were enabled to 
hunt and capture a certain game which is 
altogether too abundant in camp life to be 

agreeable, and could be dispensed with 
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without detriment anywhere; gave them 
handkerchiefs to wipe off their sweat; a 
good supply of fans; some reading matter, 
and occasionally a pipe full of tobacco for 
a quiet smoke, so that in afew hours the 
aspect of cheerless, dirty misery on the 
boat, was very much ameliorated. 

I then assisted the surgeons as far as pos- 
sible, in operating, examining, and dress- 
ing wounds, and in giving lemonade, ice- 
water or stimulants, as needed. The Sur- 
geons, Drs. Robbins and Wood, were very 
kind, humane men, and laboring incessant- 
ly and without many of the most needed 
appliances, became completely exhausted 
and worn out, and the nurses being taken 
from the different regiments in the emer- 
gency, were mostly unacquainted with the 
duties required, making the service very 
irksome and wearing. 

Upon reaching Vicksburg, Dr. Roberts 
was transferred and Dr. Sanborn placed 
in charge, who proceeded at once to make 
requisitions for the medical and hospital 


‘stores needed, and as the steamer was to 


take on wood during the night, I remained 
on shore and went up to the Sanitary 
rooms to procure some additional articles 
of which we were deficient, and a night’s 
sleep and rest, a luxury which I had been 
deprived of for some time, and through the 
kind and hospitable attention of Mr. Way 
and others there, I found myself very much 
improved and ready for work again. 

In the morning, before the supplies were 
got on board, the hospital steamer N. W. 
Thomas, in charge of Dr. Harris, fortu- 
nately arrived, and it was decided to trans- 
fer as many of the worst cases as could be 
accommodated, to that boat, leaving the 
rest in hospital at Vicksburg, Drs. San- 
born and Wood accompanying them still, 
on that boat. Finding Mr. Edgerly (an 
agent of the U. S. Sanitary Commission 
from New Orleans) on board, I turned over 
the sanitary stores to his charge, and at 
Dr. Harris’s urgent request, continued in 
the same duties I had been filling. The 
next day Mr. Edgerly was taken sick, and 
upon our arrival at Memphis, we were 
obliged to leave him there. I was very 
sorry, as we were much in need of efficient 
help, the boat being loaded to her utmost 
capacity with very badly wounded men. 
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They required constant attention, and be- 
ing but illy supplied with nurses, made it 
very laborious and exhausting, for it was 
impossible to rest with men in such condi- 
tion. 

It was very pleasant and gratifying to see 
their countenances brighten and the look 
of languor and hopelessness disappear for 
a time as one carried them great pailsful of 
delicious ice cold lemonade or milk punches, 
or hot coffee, as they required, and to hear 
their expressions of thankfulness and grat- 
itude. Great strong men, or those who were 
so, previous to their sufferings, would cry 
like children at some unwonted attention 
or kindness. Such expressions as ‘‘God 
bless the Sanitary;” ‘‘this is a bully good 
thing, isn’t it >?” ‘‘ain’t this great, boys ?” 
‘‘what should we have done if it hadn’t 
been for the Sanitary ?” ‘‘thank God for 
the help which always hits us in the right 
time?” ‘‘Hurrah for the Sanitary Com- 
mission,” &¢c., &c., were constantly heard 
on all sides. 

One poor fellow from Iowa, suffering from 
an amputated leg and broken thigh, said 
‘*he lived away back, and had never heard 
much about the Sanitary Commission; did 
not know much about what it meant, (but, 
with tears in his eyes,) I’ve seen and felt 
what it means now.”’ Another, an officer, 
from Illinois, said: ‘‘I’ve said and always 
thought the Sanitary Commission was a 
humbug, but if I ever say or think that 
again, it will be when I am out of my sen- 
ses.”” Another, wounded by a shot through 
the lungs, said: ‘‘I always told the folks 
at home the Sanitary Commission did’nt 
amount to anything, and did not do us any 
good, for we never got anything from it, 
but now I know the reason, it is because I 
was not in a situation to receive it, and did 
not need it; but if it had not been for the 
Sanitary Commission I would not now be 
alive to tell it.” Another with an arm am- 
putated at the shoulder, said: ‘‘It is al- 
most worth being wounded to know how 
much they think of and are trying to do 
for us at home.” Another one, who was 
shot through the body, after being washed, 
fed, getting on clean clothes, and a pipe 
full of tobacco to smoke, said: ‘‘I’m all 
right now, and when I get this hole growed 
up I'll pitch in and give them fits again.” 
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I might multiply instances indefinitely, 
but these are enough to show the feeling 
manifested. How much good a few cheer- 
ing, hopeful words would do, could be seen 
in their brightened eyes and happy coun- . 
tenances at any time, and to sit down and 
talk awhile with them about home, friends, 
and the hopes of the future, relieved very 
much the dragging, weary hours of suffer- 
ing. Reading matter was also in great re- 
quest and very useful. 

I remained on duty, although quite sick 
myself, until I saw the last one comforta- 
bly on his cot in the hospital at Jefferson 
Barracks, and then was obliged to succumb. 
Of my being left in hospital at St. Louis, 
and subsequent movements, I have advised 
you in previous letters. 

Ido not intend this as a report, which 
should have been forwarded immediately 
upon my return, but I was unable to 
do so, but merely to give you a brief sum- 
mary of my doings from my last report. 

Enclosed please find list of names of 
those who died on the passage. The effects 
of Thomas Harbison, private Co. H, 24th 
Indiana, which were turned over to me, I 
left with Mr. Way, at Memphis, to be for- 
warded to his friends. The facts in each 
case for the use of Hospital Directory, are 
stated as far as practicable, or as they could 
be ascertained. 

I am still at Salem, Mass., and I think 
am deriving great benefit from a change of 
scene, the invigorating salt breeze, sea 
bathing, rest, &c., and the medical treat- 
ment I am taking, I hope, will soon fit me 
for duty again as usual. 





VALUE OF THE HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


Annexed is an extract from a letter of H. 
H. Beebe, Chief Clerk of the Hospital 
Directory, which illustrates its value as 
the agency where information is gathered, 
which is not elsewhere secured: 


The foreign letter which you handed me 
last evening was an inquiry for informa- 
tion, from John Phillips, of South Wales, 
Great Britain, regarding Lieut. William B. 
Phillips, Adjutant of the 2d Pennsylvania 
Prov. Artillery. A great deal of anxiety 
was expressed, as he had not been heard 
from since the 21st of June. It gives me 
pleasure to state that I was enabled to reply 
to this letter at once, deriving my infcrma- 
tion from a very unusual channel, taking 
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all the coincidences into consideration; and 
the circumstances being so peculiar, the 
information so reliable, and the usefulness 
of the Hospital Directory so well proven, I 
desire to relate the matter to you, that you 
may enjoy the pleasure also of seeing ‘‘the 
good we do.” 

I was enabled to write Mr. Phillips that 
in the assault on Petersburg, Va., July 
S0th, Adjutant William B. Phillips, of 2d 
Pennsylvania Prov, Artillery, was taken 
prisoner, in company with Captains Norris 
and Millard, and Lieut. Kellow, of the 
same regiment. 

Mrs. Norris had inquired at this office on 
three or four different occasions for infor- 
mation of her husband, but we.could give 
her none. She came here only three or 
four days since and stated that she had re- 
ceived a letter from her husband, who was 
a prisoner of war at Petersburg, Va., and 
well. The letter came by flag-of-truce. It 
mentioned the other officers alluded to, 
and Mrs. N. had brought the letter here to 
ask me to record this information on our 
books, they having been reported as killed. 
The record was taken, and this inquiry re- 
ceived last night was answered from that 
record. I should also add that the same 
Adjutant Phillips was inquired for in a let- 
ter received from an intelligent lady at 
Hyde Park, Pa., only yesterday, and imme- 
diately answered. 





A RAINY DAY IN CAMP. 


[The following lines are from the pen of the 
late Mrs. Ropert S. Hownanp, and have been 
already widely circulated through other chan- 
nels, but as we have already published most of 
her other poems, we think the appearance of 
this also will be welcome to most readers of the 
BULLETIN. ] 


It’s a cheerless, lonesome evening, 
When the soaking, sodden ground 
Will not echo to the footfall 
Of the sentinel’s dull round. 


God’s blue star-spangled banner 
To-night is not unfurled; 
Surely He has not deserted 
This weary, warring world. 


I peer into the darkness, 
And the crowding fancies come; 
The night wind, blowing northward, 
Carries all my heart toward home. 


For I listed in this army 
Not exactly to my mind; 

But my country called for helpers, 
And I couldn’t stay behind. 


So, I’ve had a sight of drilling, 

. And have roughed it many ways, 

And Death has nearly had me; 
Yet I think the service pays. 





It’s a blessed sort of feeling— 

Whether you live or die— : 
You helped your country in her need, 

And fought right loyally. 


But I can’t help thinking sometimes, 
When a wet day’s leisure comes, 

And I hear the old home voices 
Talking louder than the drums— 


And the far familiar faces 
Peep in at my tent door, 

And the little children’s footsteps 
Go pit-pat on the floor— 


I can’t help thinking, somehow, 
Of all the parson reads 

About that other soldier life 
Which every true man leads. 


And wife, soft-hearted creature, 
Seems a-saying in my ear, 

‘‘T’d rather have you in those ranks 
Than to see you brigadier.” 


I call myself a brave one, 
But in my heart I lie! 

For my country, and her honor, 
I am fiercely free to die; 


But when the Lord, who bought me, 
Asks for my service here, 

To ‘fight the good fight” faithfully, 
I’m skulking in the rear. 


And yet I know this Captain 
All love and care to be: 

He would never get impatient 
With a raw recruit like me. 


And I know he’d not forget me; 
When the day of peace appears, 

I should share with him the victory 
Of all his volunteers. 


And it’s kind of cheerful, thinking, 
Beside the dull tent-fire, 

About that big promotion, 
When he says, ‘‘ Come up higher.” 


And though it’s dismal—rainy— 
Even now, with thoughts of him, 
Camp life looks extra cheery, 
And death a deal less grim. 


For I seem to see him waiting, 
Where a gathered heaven greets 

A great, victorious army, 
Marching up the golden streets. 


And I hear him read the roll-call, 
And my heart is all a-flame, 

When the dear, recording angel 
Writes down my happy name! 


But my fire is dead white ashes, 
And the tent is chilling cold, 

And I’m playing win the battle, 
When I’ve never been enrolled ! 
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WORDS OF CHEER. 


We take the following extract from a let- 
ter recently received by the Woman's Cen- 
tral Association of Relief, dated Conway, 
Mass., August 2, 1864: 


“In a former barrel some of our ladies 
wrote notes and put them into the socks, 
etc. Many have received answers. This 
has contributed much to the interest here 
in our armies. Some letters were from the 
hospitals, some from the navy, some from 
the field, near Petersburg, and in nearly all, 


a ‘God bless the Sanitary Commission.’ 
One letter, in which our people were greatly 
interested, was from an Assistant Surgeon 
of the 25th New York Cavalry. : 
‘Tn this barrel is a pair of socks knit by 
a lady who is ninety-seven years old on the 
24th of this month. She is ready and 
anxious to do all she can. 


‘‘ We have just had a number of pieces 
of wool given us, which our Society will 
color, spin and knit for the soldiers. They 
make much better socks than yarn we pur- 
chase.”’ 





PATTERNS FOR HOSPITAL CLOTHING.—No. 3. 


SLIPPERS. 


Toe piece. 
JI WW. 







oo 






weceree 











- 


wee AML OME. 


‘I IN. 
REQUIRED FOR A PatR OF SLIPPERS. 
5% yards common woolen carpet binding. 
24 knots strong linen thread. 
Directions FoR Maxine SLIpPErs. 
Slippers should be made of carpeting or stout 













(2 

<— 4iN 

: 

i 

GS i} 

= 1 

a H 

e } 

= i 
=~, 

re 
2 


woolen cloth and lined with cotton or cotton 
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parts sewed together by the binding. 

A stiff sole of pasteboard or sole leather 
should be inserted between the lining and out- 
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THE SANITARY MOVEMENT IN ITALY. 


THE NEUTRALITY OF THE WOUNDED IN TIME 
OF WAR. 


The following paper on this important 
subject, was read at the meeting of the 
Pontanian Academy on the 27th of Decem- 
ber, 1863, by Dr. Palasciano, Resident 
Member: 


GENTLEMEN—T'o0o memorable for us all was the 
assembly of the 20th of January, 1861, at which 
the Academy resolved to celebrate the events 
which gained for us our political regeneration, 
for me to suppose that the proposition I had 
the honor of making can be effaced from your 
heart. I mean that we should undertake to pro- 
mote the amelioration of the fate of the wounded 
in battle, and to favor and diffuse the tendency 
of saving them from mutilation and hastening 
their recovery, certain that we could not offer a 
more acceptable homage to the King and Gen. 
Garibaldi, our liberator. 

You did not disdain accepting my offer of a 
prize for a competition on the treatment of gun- 
shot wounds, and vied with each other in exer- 
tions to gain this aim as soon as possible. 

But the want of a work which could deserve 
the prize, the willingness with which the medi- 
cal profession answered our appeal, the number 
and importance of the memoirs which reached 
us within the very limited time conceded to us, 
and the interviews which the professors of nat- 
ural sciences were obliged to grant to each in- 
dividually, showed that this theme had revealed 
one of the most urgent requisites of our era, a 
prevision very lately and unfortunately verified 
in the person of our wounded liberator him- 
self. 

It was then, at the meeting of the 28th April, 
1861, that on proposing a new competition on 
the same subject, accompanied by explanations 
and facilitations, I arrived at this conclusion— 
that the means proper for preventing mutila- 
tion, and saving the limbs broken by fire-arms, 
are not so entirely in the power of the surgeon 
as they are in that of his science; and by the 
history of surgery, and the statistics of gunshot 
wounds, I proved clearly, that when very few 
fire-arms were en ployed, and with no precision, 
that when a great quantity of baggage was re- 


Drrecrions FoR MAKING SLINGS. 
Slings may be made of calico or any other 
strong material. 
The two halves should be sewed together 


_ only on the outer side and the edges hemmed. 


Strings should be placed on both halves, as 
per dots in diagram. (Six strings.) 

Those at No. 1 are of unequal length, one be- 
ing 27 inches long, the other 11 inches. The 
four other strings are 27 inches long. 


Directions ror Maxine Ration Baas. 


Ration Bags should be made of enamelled 
cloth. The four points should be sewed to- 
gether so as to form a flat bottom and the side 
sewed up to make it into a bag. The top 
should be bound with cotton and tape strings 
run in. 


quired, and the marches were slow, the neces- 
sity of amputation was less required in the 
armies. 

Afterwards the perfection of arms, the addi- 
tional number of troops, generated impetuosity, 
rashness, and carelessness, and increased be- 
yond measure the cases of amputations and 
deaths; whilst where there is method and dis- 
cipline amputations may not only be nearly 
abolished, but the Surgeon-General Bilguer, in 
a remarkable work published by him at Berlin 
in 1761, reckoned 6,618 wounded in various 
ways, who were treated without amputation, 
and from that number 653 died, 213 invalided, 
193 veterans, and 5,557 were cured. Since the 
invention ofambulanze volanti, (flying ambulan- 
ces, ) in the early part of the present century, 
the greatest number of amputated who died has 
been 51 per cent. In the naval engagements of 
Aboukir, Brest, New Orleans, and Navarino, 
the deaths after amputation never exceeded 24 
per cent.; whereas, in the wars of late years, 
in the Crimea and in Italy, the number of 
deaths among the amputated reached as far as 
77 per cent. 

On examining all the causes of the enormous 
disparity of the results obtained by the sur- 
geons of the above epochs, I found the two follow- 
ing singularly prevalent: the much longer and 
more. rapid mode of conveyance to which the 
wounded were subjected during the compara- 
tively short recent wars, and the crowded state 
in the ambulances and hospitals, on account of 
the more powerful engines of destruction which 
are now used. From this I thought, that if it 
should be desirable to put a limit to the great 
proportion of deaths succeeding amputations, 
it will be necessary to operate and dress the 
wounds of the sufferers in the greatest proximity 
to the battle-field itself, in villages, country 
houses, barracks, hovels, and other like places 
of shelter, and be able to leave them there till 
the beginning of the period of cicatrization. If 
this is not done, I said, it is to be feared that 
the progress of the exterminating power of war 
will increase so far, that for the sick and wounded 
soldier no other remedy will be found than that 
which inflexible logic was forced to demand for 
the plague-stricken at Giaffa. It appeared im- 
possible and exaggerated, yet we have heard 
this year that in unfortunate Poland the wound- 
ed are buried alive in one common grave with 
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the dead! Horrid atrocity, to which I have no 
reason to give faith. 

Therefore, the necessity of perfect quietude, 
pure air, and more prompt assistance to the 
wounded for the amelioration of their state 
being acknowledged, I entreated every govern- 
ment to come to the aid of medical science, 
which alone cannot prevent the transfer of the 
wounded, nor provide the means required for 
their being assisted near the battle-field. It 
would be necessary, I stated, that the contend- 
ing powers in their declaration of war should 
reciprocally acknowledge the principle of ‘‘ neu- 
trality of the soldiers severely wounded or sick, 
during the whole time of their cure,” and that 
they should respectively adopt the ‘‘ unlimited 
increase of the medical staff during the whole 
time of the war.” 

This, my first discourse “ On the neutrality 
of the wounded in time of war,” was sent to 
Paris by the French chargé d’affaires at Naples, 
on the same day of its reading, and no doubt our 
Government received it at the same time as the 
academical report to the Minister of Public In- 
struction. But whilst Governments meditate, 
or at least one must think so, public opinion 
does not remain inactive. On the 10th of June, 
1861, Arrault published in Paris, a ‘‘ Notizia 
industriale sul perfezionamento delle Ambu- 
lanze Volanti,”* by which he claimed the invio- 
lability of military doctors, assistants, and ‘‘am- 
bulanze.” To these demands the eloquent Borie 
gave his support, by an article in the Siécle of 
the 1st of August, 1861. 

For this reason, in my second discourse, of 
December the 29th, 1861, on the same subject, 
in which I informed you of other people’s opin- 
ion, and discussed the measures that appeared 
to me erroneous or imperfect, I gave you ampler 
explanations of my idea on the neutrality of the 
wounded, and particularly sought the means of 
effectuating it. 

At that period an international congress seem- 
ed imminent, on account of the Anglo-Ameri- 
can version of the affair of the St. Jacinto, which 
was precisely to have had for its object the de- 
termination of the rights and obligations of neu- 
trals during the war, and I thought that if the 
principle of neutrality of the wounded in battle 
should be adopted, either by means of a stipu- 
lation in a congress, or by a mutual private 
agreement between the contending powers in 
the act of the intimation of war, its effectuation 
would be most easily achieved. 

For this, it would be sufficient that the con- 
tending armies should bind themselves—lIst. 
To make a reciprocal restitution of all the 
wounded prisoners immediately after each bat- 
tle. 2. That the wounds should be dressed on 
the battle-field itself, by the personal medical 
staff of each party, when the patient could not 
well undergo an immediate removal with impu- 


nity. 3. That the medical staff in proportion - 


to the number of wounded men left for treat- 
ment on the enemy’s territory, should be allow- 
ed to pass with a safe conduct and escort, re- 
main as long as necessary, and afterwards should 
be given up during an armistice to the outposts 
or frontiers of the enemy. 4. That ail the food, 
lodging, and medicaments required on the ter- 








* Industrial notes on the perfection of ambulances. 
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ritory of the enemy should be provided by the 
commissariat of the place, against a receipt 
from the acting surgeon, to be repaid after the 
war. 5. That from besieged places, besides 
the same reciprocal surrender of the wounded, 
the besieged ought to be allowed to send forth 
their own wounded, provided a neutral State 
should consent to receive them, or should the 
besiegers generously offer them an asylum. 
Now that the potentates are to assemble 
‘‘ sans systéme précongu, sans ambition exclu- 
sive, animés par la seule pensée d’établir un 
ordre de choses fondé désormais sur l’intérét 
bien compris des souverains et des peuples,” as 
the Emperor Napoleon said on the 5th of No- 
vember, what greater interest can a citizen feel 
than in the act of mercy which causes him to 
sacrifice himself for the welfare of his fellow- 
men? However, together with the ‘‘ Manual 
of Military Surgery,” published and diffused by 
you after the above-mentioned concourse, in 
January, 1862, appeared the two discourses on 
the neutrality of the wounded, which were re- 
produced about the same period in the ‘‘ Impar- 
ziale of Florence,” and whilst medical science 
received such an impulse that in less than two 
years we now possess, besides the above manual, 
‘* Cenni sulla cura delle ferite d’armi da fuoco 
del Baroffio,” (Torino, 1862,) the work of de 
Sanctis, which has been justly confuted and 
disproved in your report, ‘‘ La Guida Teorica 
Pratica del Medico Militare in Campagna, del 
Cortese,” (Torino, 1862,) and ‘‘Le Traité de 
Chirurgie d’Armée,” de Legouest, (Paris, 1863,) 
the idea respecting the neutrality of the wound- 
ed, and of an unlimited addition to the medical 


staff in time of war having become known in 


Geneva, as also the portion of the prize offered 
to Appia, it gained immense favor in that city. 
Its stanchest upholder and propagator, Mr. 
Henry Dunant, an eye-witness of the sanguin- 
ary episodes of the battle of Solferino, during 
which he volunteered his services as assistant 
on the wounded, has availed himself of the nar- 
ration of this battle to interest public opinion, 
the press, and the Society of Public Utility in 
Switzerland in favor of the amelioration of the 
state of the wounded, and especially of found- 
ing relieving committees for sending volunteer 
assistants on the field of battle, such as those 
who followed the army of our liberator in 1860, 
Although he had not the right of priority which 
is attributed to him by Sauvestre, in the Opin- 
ione Nazionale of the 10th of November, 1863, 
because his work, ‘‘ Un Souvenir de Solferino,” 
was printed at Geneva in 1862; and a note, 
(page 61,) contains the declaration that these 
records were collected more than three years 
after having taken place.”* 

Nevertheless, it is undeniable that the pro- 
gress made by our humanitarian ideas is in part 
due to his exertions. A commission appointed 
by the Genevese Society of Public Utility, and 
composed of General Dufour, M. Moynier, Drs. 
Maunoir and Appia, with Dunant, as Secretary, 
was charged with presenting to the Interna- 
tional Congress of Statistics, assembled at Ber- 
lin, in September last, a report on the formation 
of permanent committees of relief for the 


* Comme ce n’est qu’apres plus de trois ans que je me 
suis décide a rassembler des souvenirs pénibles que je 
n’avais pas eu l’intention de livrer a l’impression, &c. 
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wounded soldiers in time of war. This propo- 
sition was also supported by the Vaudois So- 
ciety of Public Utility, by the Neufchatel So- 
Society for the Progress of Social Sciences, and 
the Congress of Berlin decreed that an inter- 
national conference should take place at Gene- 
va, on the 26th of October, in order to inquire 
into the means of supplying the deficiency of 
the sanitary service of marching armies. This 
conference was presided over by Gen Dufour, 
and represented by many nations, who sent 
their delegates, viz :—Austria, Dr. Unger, Chief 
Medical Officer of the Army; Baden, Dr. Steiner, 
Chief Medical Officer; Bavaria, Dr. Dampierre, 
Chief Medical Officer of the Royal Artillery; 
Spain, Major Landa, Staff Surgeon, Dr. Préval, 
of the Imperial Guard, and Dr. Boudier, Chief 
Medical Man; England, Dr. Rutherford, Inspec- 
tor-General of the Hospitals, and Mackenzie, 
Consul at Geneva; Hanover, Oelker; Hesse, 
Brodbrick, Staff Surgeon; Italy, G. Campello, 
Consul at Geneva; the Order of St. John of Je- 
rusalem, Prince Henry of Reuss, Delegate of 
Prince Charles of Prussia, himself Grand Mas- 
ter of the Order; the Low Countries, Busting, 
Staff Surgeon of the Grenadiers and Chasseur 
of the Guards, and Captain Van de Velde, ex- 
Officer of Marine; Prussia, Dr. Hoxscalle, M.D., 
Councillor of Medical Staff, and Dr. Loeffler, 
Court Physician; Russia, Captain Kireiew, 
Field Adjutant of the Grand Duke Constantine, 
and losakoff, Librarian to the Grand Duchess 
Eleanor Paolana; Saxony, Gunther, Head Phy- 
sician of the Army; Sweden, Dr. Henry Skoeld- 
berg, Inspector of the Medical Staff, and Dr. 
Edling; Wurtemburg, Drs. Hahn and Wagner; 
Switzerland, Dr. Lehman, Head of the Medical 
Staff of the Federal Army, and Dr. Brieré, of 
the Medical Staff of Division. 

The conference assembled during four con- 
secutive days, and issued the following resolu- 
tions: 1. That in every country a committee 
should be formed for the purpose of contribu- 

_ ting by all possible means, to the medical ser- 
vice of the troops intime of war. Thecommit- 
tee shall form itself in whatever way it shall 
think most useful and convenient. 2. Each 
committee must put itself in relation with the 
government it belongs to, so that any offer of 
service may be acceptable when necessary. 3. 
Unlimited sections can form themselves to aid 
the committee to which belongs the general di- 
rection. 4. In time of peace the committees 
and sections shall occupy themselves in seek- 
ing the means of becoming really useful in time 
of war, and especially in preparing material 
support of every species, and endeavoring to 
form and qualify volunteer assistants. 5. In 
case of war the committees of the hostile na- 

-tions shall, to the extent of their means, pro- 
vide succors for their respective army, and es- 
pecially qualify and practice the volunteer as- 
sistants, and with the concurrence of the mili- 
tary authorities, settle the locality to receive 
the wounded. They may solicit the concourse 
of the committees belonging to neutral nations. 
6. At the request or acquiescence of military au- 
thority, the committees can send the volunteer 
assistants under the direction of the military 
chiefs, to the seatof war. 7. The volunteer as- 
sistants destined to follow armies must be fur- 
nished with every provision required for their 
maintenance by their respective committees. 


8. They are to wear in every country, as a dis- 
tinctive sign of uniform, a white leather cuff, 
with ared cross. 9. The committees and sec- 
tions of different countries may meet in inter- 
national congresses, to communicate to each 
other their experience, and concert on the reso- 
lutions to be taken for the interest of the cause. 
10. The exchange of communications between 
the committees of different nations is to be ac- 
complished provisionally by the medium of the 
committee of Geneva. 

Independently of the above resolutions, the 
conference issued the following votes:—A. That 
the government should grant their chief protec- 
tion to the relieving cominittees which are be- 
ing formed, and facilitate as far as possible the 
accomplishment of their intentions. B. That 
the neutralization be proclaimed in time of 
war by the hostile nations respecting “le am- 
bulanze” and hospitals, and that it be also 
granted in the most distinct manner to the staff 
of medical officers, to the volunteer assistants, 
to the inhabitants of the country who may go to 
succor the wounded, us well as to the wounded 
themselves. C. That a distinctive device be 
allowed to the medical staff of every army, or at 
least to those of the army they belong to, and 
that a particular identical flag should be adopt- 
ed in every country for the ambulances and hos- 
pitals. 

This is neither the time nor place wherein to 
discuss the propriety of the determination ta- 
ken by the committee of Geneva, and far less 
its application to permanent armies. It is suffi- 
cient for us that the international conference 
meeting at Geneva should have adopted our 
principle of neutrality in favor of the wounded 
in battle, and the unlimited increase of the med- 
ical staff in time of war. 

That the neutrality should be proclaimed by 
the hostile parties in time of war, rather than 
by a congress such as that of Paris, was unim- 
portant to us; that during war there should be 
a penury of medical men, rather than of volun- 
teer assistants, is a subject not worth investiga- 
ting, provided no condition or limit is put to 
the increase of the medical staff. 

I do not know, if the convocated congress of 
Paris will take place, if in what concerns the 
welfare of the people will be comprised the neu- 
trality of the wounded in battle, nor if Italy, 
who has the priority of the idea, will have min- 
isters who aspire at the honor of being initia- 
ted in so humanitarian a principle. But what- 
ever may result from the above suppositions, 
we shall never cease to require the greatest. per- 
severance in the attainment of our aim, and to 
co-operate, as far as we possibly can, and with 
our utmost exeriions, to secure the amelioration 
of the position of the wounded in battle. 

Most of the therapeutic principles which pre- 
dominate in the ‘‘Manuale di Chirurgia Mili- 
tare” published by you, and which tend to spare 
the mutilation and life of the wounded, have 
been adopted by two eminent writers, Legouest 
and Cortese, whose works appeared since the 
publication of your ‘‘ Manual.” 

Nevertheless, Legouest acknowledges that in 
the Crimea gunshot fractures of the thigh, 
treated with the preservation of that limb, were 
five times more successfully cured than those 
whose thigh was amputated on account of se- 
vere wounds (‘‘lesione traumatica’) in the lower 
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limb or leg, and when he treats of the thera- 
peutic principle, he concludes by saying — ‘‘dans 
de bonnes conditions, c’est a dire, dans les cas 
de fractures simples, sans perte de substance 
ossense étendue, lorsque le blessé ne doit pas 
étre transporté, et qu’il est placé dans un lieu 
salubre et pourvu de toutes les ressources ma- 
térielles et chirurgicales, l’amputation peut 
étre écartée; dans les conditions opposées, 
VYamputation doit étre pratiquée.” French med- 
ical men know now that for want of material 
and surgical resources, and from the necessity 
of removing the wounded, they are forced, with 
their own hands, to sacrifice one quarter at 
least of their amputated of the thigh. Some 


day they may refuse to lend themselves to so | 


cruel a necessity, and claim or enforce condi- 
tions to avoid it. | 

Dr. Cortese, who professes therapeutic prin- 
ciples of military surgery far more conservative 
than Legouest’s, issues the following sentence: 
“For the lower limbs, besides the length of 
time required for the operation of resection, 
(risegamento, ) a quiet position is so necessary 
that it is incompatible with a forcible removal. 
If the improvements that are to be introduced 
in the science of surgery can be obtained so far 
as to free it from the obstacles which are an 
impediment to the surgical operations in the 
ambulance, it is evident that resections will 
soon have the preference over amputations. 
The preservation of the limb by the hoped for 
method has not had hitherto the happy results 
which in my opinion will be obtained more 
amply hereafter. Many other impediments 
have hitherto prevented its beneficial influence 
besides those which concern conservative oper- 
ations. Of these may be enumerated the fol- 
lowing:—1. The excessive accumulation of 
wounded in the hospital wards, by which the 
air becomes tainted and generates putrefaction. 
Among the many human infirmities, none re- 
quire more imperiously that the air should be 
pure, and often renovated, than those in rooms 
where a great number of wounds of that kind re- 
quire long time for suppuration. After a san- 
guinary war, and still more, during a long con- 
tested battle, it is difficult to find sufficient 
space to supply these deficiences. 2. The want 
of well-prepared apparatuses to insure the per- 
fect steadiness of the limb, even when under- 
going a daily dressing. 3. The deficiency of 
intelligent and constant surgical assistants, 
who, among the numerous duties required of 
them, could devote to each peculiar case the 
diligent and constant medications it may re- 
quire.” 

The learned Signor Cortese is inspector of 
health in the Italian army, and his fearful rev- 
elations will certainly not have been published 
without his having often appealed in vain to 
obtain from our government the necessary re- 
quisites. 

It is now the duty of the Italian people to 
take note of these revelations, and should war 
break out some further sacrifices must be made, 
and not allow their defenders to be mutilated 
for want of a few livres, the cost of a set of 
well-prepared apparatuses, and persons able to 
the use of them. Asto medical men, if in the 
heart of many there still remains any doubt or 
uncertainty which the aphorisms of our manual 
are intended to remove respecting the treatment 


of gunshot wounds, it will be easier to come to 
an understanding on the subject by a serious 
and peaceful discussion when we are better 
prepared for the day of trial. 


STATEMENT DELIVERED AT THE MEETING OF THE 
6TH MARCH, 1864. 


In addition to my discourse on the 13th of 
December ‘‘Il Congresso e I’'Italia,” respecting 
the neutrality of the wounded in time of war, I 
have the honor of submitting to you the follow- 
ing remarks, which will show you the rapid 
progress obtained by the humanitarian princi- 
ple of the neutrality of the wounded soldiers, 
which you so warmly approved of in this hall 
the first day it was proclaimed, 28th of April, 
1861. The Society of Public Utility in Geneva, 
after the international congress of which I in- 
formed you, sent to all the Kuropean states an 
official circular containing the following inqui- 
ries: : 

1. Is government disposed to grant its high 
protection to the committee of relief for the 
wounded which is being formed in its own 
country, in consequence of the resolutions of 
the conference of Geneva, and to promote as 
far as possible the fulfilment of its mission? 
2. Would government adhere to an interna- 
tional convention, having for its aims (A) the 
neutrality in time of war of the ‘‘ambulanze;” 
and military hospitals of the medical staff, of 
the volunteer assistants presented by the com- 
mittee of relief of the inhabitants of the place 
who might be going to succor the wounded, 
and of the military wounded themselves? (B) 
The adoption of an uniform or a distinctive sign 
common to the staff belonging to the sanitary 
service, and of a particular flag for the ‘‘ambu- 
lanze” and hospitals? Should this last propo- 


sition be accepted, would there be any objec- 


tion to the adopting for all the leather cuff and. 
the white flag with a red cross? Many govern- 
ments have already answered officially. At the 
entreaties of Dr. Lehmann, the Swiss Federal 
Council authorized the military department to 
meet the wishes above mentioned, on condition 
that the states on the confines of Switzerland 
would adhere likewise to the international con- 
vention. 

Then followed the adhesions of Wurtemburg, 
of Russia, France, and Denmark. In Stock- 
holm, under th« superintendence of Dr. Hahn, 
an important society has been instituted, with 
an auxiliary diramation of ladies belonging to 
the high nobility of Wurtemberg, proclamations 
and appeals have been issued all over the coun- 
try. 

In Prussia, a large central committee has 
been formed by the Prince Henry XIII, of 
Reuss, and by the private counsellor Housselle, 
both deputies of Prussia to the Congress of Ge- 
neva. In this committee, next to Prince Rad- 
ziwill, Count Arnim, Count Stolberg-Verniger- 
ode, Chancellor of the Order of St. John of Je- 
rusalem, stand the librarian Wagner, the Isra- 
elite banker Mendelssohn, the protestant and 
catholic clergymen. In Prussia only 
they have not been very diligent in constitut- 
ing such a committee, because the minister of 
Roon, on account of the insufficiency of Prus- 
sian deaconesses, has been obliged to have re- 
course to the superior in chief of the sisterhood 
of St. Carlo, at Nancy (Meurthe,) and request 
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her to send to Schleswig sisters disposed to at- 
tend on the Prussian catholic sick and wound- 
ed, and directly eighteen sisters started from 
Treves for the seat of war. King William, of 
Prussia, has expressed many times his strong 
sympathy for this pious undertaking, to which 
he has granted his most powerful protection. 
He professes the principle of neutrality for the 
wounded, and has no doubt it will be generally 
admitted. 

In France, the army warmly approves the 
principle of neutrality, and the Emperor Na- 
poleon wrote to Dunant to assure him of his 

. wish to contribute to this mission by promot- 
ing the formation of the French committee. 
He declares publicly his approval of the object 
of the conference, and of the efforts made to 
insure its success; allows his sympathies to be 
made known, and orders the Minister of War to 
authorize some of the chief officers to take part 
in the committee instituted in Paris by Dunant. 

By a despatch from Copenhagen, dated the 
28th January, 1864, the Minister of War of Den- 
mark has informed the committee of Geneva of 
the official adhesion of his country to the votes 
of the conference. In Spain, the Prince D. 
Sebastian has undertaken to sustain with vigor 
the neutrality and the improvement of the con- 
dition of the wounded. In Italy (says the 
Journal of Geneva of the 20th February, 1864, ) 

_@ patriotic appeal in favor of the international 
society has been largely diffused, by the care of 
Signor Guido Corsini, secretary of the Dantes- 
can commission; a committee has been insti- 
tuted in Florence, and the eldest son of the 
king, Prince Umberto, has declared that he 
would promote and protect all societies formed 
in this country towards this pious work. 

You know that in Italy more than this has 
been done, and the press of Geneva is not ig- 


norant of it, for inits journal of the 26th De-— 


cember, 1863, it claims for Naples the priority 
of the idea of the neutrality of the wounded, 
which it says it enunciated in 1861, ‘‘dans une 
brochure connue a Génévye, puis qu'elle avait 
donné lieu a un concours, ot des Genevois 
avaient concouru.” © 

Justice and logic, after this, ought to have 
claimed, as a symbol of the neutrality, a white 
cross on a red ground, instead of a red cross 
on a white ground. But this must be decided 
by our governing powers, and we have no right 
to judge them before the work is begun. It is 
undeniable, however, that the activity of Du- 
nant, and of the committee of Geneva, in their 
efforts to spread the adopted principle, deserve 
great praise, and we think that the periodical 
press, particularly the Giornale di Ginevra, de- 
serves some likewise; which, to convince the 
‘unbelievers of the possibility of effectuating 
the principle of the neutrality of the wounded, 
recalls the following historical facts: 

In 1743, in the war of the succession of Aus- 
tria, Marshal de Noailles, commanding the 
French army, concluded a treaty on this sub- 
ject, in Aschaffenbourg, with Count Stair, com- 
mander of the English army, and these gene- 
rals engaged reciprocally to respect and protect 
the hospitals, which was scrupulously done dur- 
ing the war. On the 6th of February, 1759, at 
Ecluse, in Flanders, a similar treaty, contain- 
ing the same identical details, was entered into 
by the Marquis du Barrail for the King of 
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France, and Sir Henry Seymour Conway for 
the King of England. 

The treaty of the 7th of September, 1769, be- 
tween Frederick the Great, King of Prussia, 
and France, which was punctually adhered to 
on both sides, entailed the duty of taking great 
care of the sick and wounded, and not to take 
prisoners either clergymen, doctors, surgeons, 
apothecaries, nurses, assistants, or any other 
party attached to hospital service. 

In 1800, General Moreau, commander of the 
French army, proposed a similar treaty to the 
Austrian general, Kray, who refused to accept 
it, and thus during sixty-four years, through 
the interference of the upholders of divine 
right, justice and humanity has been silenced, 
while we think ourselves on the road of pro- 
gress and civilization. 





| PROTECTIVE 
War-Glaim Association 


OF THE 
STATE OF NEW YORK. 


OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 


INGE Wy se CEES. 








President. 
Lievut.-Grn. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Vice-Presidents. 


Hon. HAMILTON FISH. 

JOHN J. CISCO, Esa. 
ADMIRAL DUPONT. 
RUDOLPH A. WITTHAUS, Esa. 


Treasurer. 
ROBT. B. MINTURN, Esa. 


Directors. 


Hons. E. D. MORGAN, GEORGE OPDYKHE, 
HIRAM BARNEY, JAS. W. BEEKMAN. Rev. , 
H. W. BELLOWS, D.D. Messrs. JOHN JACOB 
ASTOR, JAMES BROWN, WM. H. ASPINWALL, 
JAS. GALLATIN, HOWARD POTTER, WM. E. 
DUDGE, Jr., THEODORE ROOSEVELT, PETER 
COOPER, GEORGE BANCROFT, DANIEL LORD, 
WILSON G. HUNT, ROBT. L. STUART, ALFRED 
PELL. 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Sec’y, 
35 CHAMBERS STREET, New York, 





OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION, 


1st. To secure the soldiers and sailors and 
their families, any claims for pensions, pay, 
or bounty, etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their 
families from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being 
made against the Government, 

Ath. To give gratuitous advice and infor- 
mation to soldiers and sailors or their ami- 
lies needing it. 
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THE U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, 1861, in accordance with the recommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi- 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Now York. 

Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shiras, U.S. A. 

R Cc. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen’l U. 8. A. 
Wolco: Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

8. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I, 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, IL. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stillé. os Al 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, I. 


OFFICERS: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. 8S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. - 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrangements 
for supplying information gratuitously, with regard to 
patients in all the United States General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England States, Hast- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
‘* Office of Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C.” 


For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address ‘‘ Office of 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
deiphia.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Dlinois, Missouri, -lowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address ‘Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky.’’ 


In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
was when last heardfrom. If the application is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail; if in person, 
it will be answered at once; or if by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
expense. 


8s Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely disseminating 


a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army, 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, unuer special author- 
ity of the President of the United Simon maintains 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
safe conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put 
in its charge for the sick and wounded at points — 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
equal care and generosity at all points—at New Or- 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at 
Chattanooga—its distributions being governed by a 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
societies, and all disposed to aid the sick and 
wounded, without reference to Stats or localities, 
but simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their offerings: 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 

treet, Boston, Mass. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 
ison Street, Chicago, Il. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s Block, Buffalo, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penn. ! 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lar- 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 
peiagact Commission, Branch Depot, Columbuts, 

nio. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. . 


The Commission receives no pecuniary aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the ptblic for 
the means of sustaining its operations. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be > 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 
68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


General Superintendent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Washing- 
ton, D. C. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. 

Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between 13th and 14th Streets, 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station. 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D. C. 

Soldier’s Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Boston. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio—Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, I11.—C. N. Shipman, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, Sup’t. 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.—L. Orane, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio———, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio—Joseph Jerome, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.—C. W. 
Christy, Sup’t and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Orleans, La.—C. F. Howes, Sup’t. 


AGENCY FOR PENSIONS. 
William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washington, D. O 


HOSPITAL OARS. 

Between Washington and New York—Sol. Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon in charge. 

Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 

Between Louisville and Chattanooga—Dr. J. P. Bar- 
num, Surgeon in charge. : 


SANITARY STEAMER. en 
James River—Elizabeth. ¥ 
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FRED'C 8. COZZENS, 


Aine Merchant, 


73 WARREN STREET, 


NEW YORK, 
(Opposite Hudson River Railroad Depot,) 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 
Washington, D. C., 


(Two doors from Willard’s.) 





Imported Wines, 
Brandies, &c., 


OF THE PUREST QUALITY, 


FOR 


Medicinal & Sanitary Purposes, 


Such as are extensively used in the 


UNITED STATES HOSPITALS, 


AND BY THE 


SANITARY COMMISSION. 





ALSO, 
American Wines, 
Of the Highest Gades. 





FAIRBANKS 


© TANDARD 















Adapted to every Branch of 
Business. 





MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, 


[GT PAIRBANKS & OU, 


St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 





PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CoO., 
No. 252 Broadway, New York. 


FAIRBANKS & BROWN, 
Wo. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 


FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF &Co., 
Wo. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 


SOLE AGENT IN NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON FOR | FAIRBANKS & EWING, 


LONGWORTH’S 


Sparkling and Stil. Catanba Wine 


Brandies, &c., &c. 
é 


Masonic Hall, Phi:adelphia. 


FAIRBANKS & CO., 
Wo. 246 Baltimore St., Baltimore. 


Les Descriptive Circulars furnished or 
mailed to any address, on application to 
either of the above. 
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| ORRICH OF THE 
Golunbian (Stavine) Insurance 


PANY, 


CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 








CASH CAPITAL, - - - $1,000,000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863, 


Total Amount of Assets; January.1, 1864 2) .... 2.0 eee $3,140,930 80 

| Dotal Amotint of Premise 75 ois... :2/clye ¢ ace ap: aes dek peeeenaeeenaaenneenn 3,252,256 76 
Excess of Harned Premiums over Losses, &. ........0.cecevecvccecs 1,137,063 33 
Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies..... ,. 441,206 49. 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on 
Paid Premiums Harned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 


OT TOC Ay igs aiy era pele lh fale ale hv ase aie aledh /'s State’ eet he ane toh ttt ti ia 269,614 80 
Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Harned Premiums.................e8- 15 per cent. 
Dividend for the Year to Stockholders ... 2)... 2 kaise SiGe «ats 26 per cent. 


LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Risks on which the Premium is paid in like Currency. 


DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 

Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE | 
PER CENT. 

9d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY rer cent. 

8d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks — 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cenv. ‘ 

Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 


one hundred dollars. 
DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, M. F. MERICK, MOSES MERICK, 
DANIEL W. LORD, WM. B. OGDEN, DAVID J. ELY, 
GEORGE MILN, JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
JOHN ATKINSON, B. C. MORRIS, WM. H. POPHAM, 
THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, ANDREW J. RICH, B. C. MORRIS, JR., 
WM. H. HALSEY, DAN’L W. TELLER, EZRA NYE, 
THOS. BARRON, JOHN D. BATES, JR., HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
ROLAND G, MITCHELL, CHARLES HICKOX, THOMAS LORD, 
ALBERT G. LEE, ROBERT BOWNE, ROBERT 8S. HOLT, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, LAWRENCE MYERS, J. B. GRIFFIN, 
0. L. NIMS, 8. N. DERRICK, 

THOS. LORD, Vice-President. B. C. MORRIS, President. 


WM. M. WHITNEY 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 


¢ TaRiH E 


SANITARY COMMISSION 
BULLETIN. 








NEW YORK, OCTOBER 1, 1864. _ 


No. 238. 





Vou. I. 
CONTENTS, 
Page. 
Your SANITARY ComMMIssION IN THE SHENAN- 
PGCE. al VAR Say” a ee Re See | ENS 705 
Wipe SPARES U OL... rok. ck od oe Seed 706 
Work OF THE COMMISSION ON THE JAMES 
EC Lyne MLL Sls aio «oid os Soe asa Nel 710 
REPORTS— 
Western Department..................06- 714 
DO A PONG os. ese sendin cons 712 
_ Arp to THE Unton Prisoners IN CHARLES- 
Hie be Ae aliied heed Eee OBER 718 
Tau COMMISSION AND THE GOVERNMENT ...... wa9 
SCENES AMONG THE WOUNDED..........+..... G2" 
THE SANITARY AND CHRISTIAN Commissions.. 721 
SM 7 6 a cr (22 
PorTRyY— | 
OMG SUA GN . 6... we cece eee necee 724 
MAUS aN asia s Hees Pte Nee alse sesic cae 724 
OO Me Spamaens Warten 40.) .02 0.6 eel. 724 


_ 


TREATMENT OF OUR PRISONERS BY THE REBEL 
AUTHORTTINS 2) 0 fo). 1 UA GLA ie ae GR ie SRN 20 





THe SANITARY COMMISSION BULLETIN is published 
on the first and fifteenth of every month, and as it 
has a circulation, gratuitous or other, of above 14,000 
eopies, it offers ansunusually valuable medium for 
advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Ed- 
tor, at the office, 823 Broadway, and must be au- 
thenticated by the names and addresses of the writers. 


As the continuance of the publication of the Buu- 
LETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, 
and on the resources of the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission—the Standing Committee feels a certain de- 
gree of reluctance to solicit subscriptions for i—and 
thereby to pledge the Commission to its issue for a 
definite period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of 
their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give 


 gotice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 


Treasurer, (G. T. Strone, 68 Wall Street, or No. 
823 Broadway, New York,) will secure us being sent 
to such contributor during the remainder of the cur- 
rent year, unless its publication be sooner discon- 


tinued. 
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THE SANITARY COMMISSION iN THE 
SHENANDOAH. 


The Sanitary Commission has long made 
Harper’s Ferry a centre of operations. 
Though the late important battle of the 
Opequan was unannounced, Col. Muhlech, 
in charge of the Commission’s work at 
that point and vicinity, including Cumber- 
land, Martinsburg, and Winchester, Va., 
was promptly on the field of battle with his 
corps of assistants and stores, which were 
most welcome to the men and the Medical 
Department. The store-house at Harper’s 
Ferry was quickly emptied, but the second 
day after the battle a fresh supply of arti- 
cles most needed arrived from Baltimore, 
where they had been stored in antici- 
pation of such a call. The distance from 
the Ferry to Winchester, where the wound- 
ed were gathered, is thirty-six miles, with- 
out rail communication, and the country 
infested with guerrillas. Supplies were 
immediately pushed forward in wagons 
under the protection of a cavalry escort. 
Thirteen four-horse army wagons are used 
in this work, with the occasional addition 
of wagons and ambulances, generously pro- 
vided by the military authorities. These 
wagon-trains are run day and night, and 
thus far without loss. For aid and protec- 
tion in this difficult part of the work the 
Commission is greatly indebted to General 
Stevenson, in command at Harper’s Ferry, 
and Col. Edwards, Thirty-seventh Massa- 
chusetts Volunteers, commanding post at 
Winchester. i 

On the day of the battle Dr. J. F. Jen- 


kins, the General Secretary, with Mr. F. 


N. Knapp, Associate Secretary, and Mr. 
John S. Blatehford, of Boston, started for 
the field, and with Col. Muhlech they rap- 
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idly effected a thorough organization of 
the work, commensurate with an emergency 


so great. It may be truly said that the 


Commission has never used its resources 
with more efficiency and beneficent result 
than at this time, aud the good work daily 
goes on—thanks to a generous public whose 
gifts it dispenses. 

Agents have been rapidly sent forward 
from this city and from Philadelphia, and 
there is now on the ground a working force 
of about forty men. 

Winchester is well nigh one vast hospi- 
tal, forty (40) buildings being used for their 
purpose. Outside the town the new camp 
hospital, called the Sheridan, is fast organiz- 
ing, to which the wounded will soon be 
transferred. In connection with this a 
Diet Kitchen has been established, by the 
Commission, and placed under the charge 
of Miss Harris. The town hospitals have 
been divided into seven districts, and a 
portion of the Commission’s work in these 
has been assigned to seven most estimable 
Union ladies, who will be assisted by oth- 
ers, also residents of the town. Let thesé 
patriotic and Christian ladies be remem- 
bered! Their kind deeds have gladdened 
many of our weary and sick and wounded 
men in other campaigns, and their devo- 
tion is limited only by lack of resources. 

We add the names of those who are act- 
ing as Agents for the Commission: 

Mrs. Trippe, Miss Allie Sharp, Miss Hat- 
tie Griffith, Miss Sallie Diffenderfer, Miss 
Martha L. Sidwell, Miss Mattie Shumate, 
Miss Annie Diffenderfer. 

At the hospital of Confederate wounded, 
in charge of their own surgeons, Mrs. Wil- 
liams, of Winchester, has been appointed 
agent, being peculiarly fitted for this diffi- 
cult position. A certain portion of the 
stores is consigned to her for distribution. 
The seriously wounded will be retained in 
the General Hospital instead of being trans- 
ported to distant places at the risk of life. 
For this merciful decision we are indebted 
to Dr. Brinton, the excellent Medical Di- 
rector. 

The following list will partially indicate 
the variety and quantities of articles needed 
at such crises of a campaign, being those 
forwarded from Baltimore up to Septem- 
ber 28, and not including the goods in 
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store at Harper’s Ferry, at the beginning 
of the battle, which amounted to about five 
wagon loads. The value is about $40,000: 


3,825 wool shirts. 60 lbs. eanned chicken. 
3,556 wool drawers. 47 lbs. butter, : 
4,380 handkerchiefs. (2,093 bottles whisky. 

3,‘ 64 ,airs wool socks. 600 bottles cherry wine. | 
500 blankets, 78 galls. pickles. ated 
500 quilts. 256 bot’s blackberry brandy. 
896 bed sacks. 888 bottles Jamaica ginger. 
6,062 cushions. 12 bottles alcohol. 

618 pillow ticks. 12 bottles Jamaica rum, 
680 pillows. 170 lbs. candles. 

1,024 pillow cases. 430 Ibs. soap. 

1,199 cotton drawers. 1,2u4 tin cups. 

516 cotton shirts. 260 bed-pans. 

480 pairs slippers. 50 feeding cups. 

559 sheets. 240 spit-cups. 

1 200 pairs cotton socks. 509 tin plates, 

45 pieces mosquito netting. |154 tin basins. 

15 pieces oil silk. 108 lanterns. 

40 bbls. crackers. 12 doz. candlesticks. 

540 lbs. dessicated eggs. 150 headrests. 

960 lbs. roast beef. 12 bed tables. 

3,816 lbs. condensed milk. |47,000 envelopes. 

1,316 Ibs. beef stock. 50 reams note paper. 

2,195 lbs. coffee. 179 doz. chewing tobacco. 
1,852 lbs. sugar. 179 doz. smoking tobacco, 
206 lbs. tea. 10 hhds. ice. 

384 lbs. peaches. 1,101 pairs crutches. 

10 bbls. eggs. 240 prs. shoes. 

22 boxes lemons. 25 lbs. sponges. 





3,560 lbs. chocolate. 775 towels. 
8 bbls. potatoes. 96 lbs canned tomatoes. 
1 bbl. vinegar. 1,000 fans. ; 


200 lbs. maizena. 


157 bbls. dried apples. 
5 galls. tamarinds. 


320 Ibs. corn starch. 
384 Ibs. farina. 
pails, spoons, knives and forks, brooms, washboards, 
washtubs, baskets, chisels, tacks, hatchets, axes, sawa, 
hammers, corkscrews, can-openers, lamps, kettles,stoves, 
oul, pans, boilers, blank-books, mucilage, penholders, 
pens, lead pencils, ink, corn meal, lint, adhesive plaster, 
table salt, oats, hay, reading matter, arm slings, old lin- 
en, jelly, ale, Xe. 


SHERIDAN’S ARMY. 


HaARPER’S FERRY, Va., September 24, 1864. 
To Wm. A. HovzEy, : : 
Assistant to Associate Secretary, etc.: 


Dear Str—At this moment I find it an 


absolute impossibility to give you a detail- . 


ed account of the Sanitary work in this 
Department for the week ending this day. 
I will, therefore, confine myself to a rough 
outline, reserving for an early day a more 
complete report. 

The news of the battle on the Opequan 
Creek reached us in the afternoon of Mon- 
day. In the course of the night our com- 
plete victory was confirmed. Having as- 
certained the loss in killed and wounded, I 
ordered all the goods on hand to be loaded 
on two of our wagons, and started myself 
on horseback, in company with Medical 
Purveyor Dr. Patton, and a train of medi- 
cal stores of the Government. 

We reached Winchester at three o’clock, 
A. M. Without seeking a bed, I com- 
menced at once my visits to the many 
hospitals, all crowded to overflowing, and 
in the most miserable and destitute condi- 


* 


TH Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 





tion; wounded and all lived on one-fourth 
of a ration, and help was terribly needed. 
To share out equally, I went to see Medi- 
eal Director Dr. Dubois, as soon as day- 
light came, and obtained a rough estimate 
of the number of wounded in each Corps. 
This estimate guided me in the distribution 
of allI had. I made the repartition, and 
issued in bulk to the Surgeons in charge of 
each Corps, whose vouchers f hold. 

By three o’clock, P. M., on the same day, 
I had passed through all the principal hos- 
pitals, and then hurried back to the ferry, 
with an escort of ten men. 

Since then, we have all been working 
day and night to receive, re-load, and for- 
ward goods to the front. Dr. Jenkins and 
Mr. Knapp went out in an ambulance last 
Thursday. Two more wagons heavily load- 
ed started with them. At this moment I 
am busy in having five more wagons and 

_ six ambulances loaded with stores. The 
whole will leave to-day, yet Mr. Knapp 
sent me word last night, that my presence 
at W. is needed, so I will start again, 
though I feel very tired for want of sleep, 
and the effects of a bad cold, which seems 
to settle on my lungs. 

The two wagons arrived this morning. 
One of our teams broke down this side of 
W., and has not yet returned; as soon as 
it comes in, it will have to start for Hagers- 
town. There, too, our help is needed. 

The Sandy Hook Hospital has been fre- 
quently visited, and provided with ice, 
wine, and other articles. 

Mr. Evans leaves just now, and I am 
anxious you should get these few lines be- 
fore Monday. Our stores may last four or 

- five days. 
Yours, etc., 


G. A. MuHuEcH. 


‘ i 
WASHINGTON, September 26, 1864, 


. WM. A. Hovey, 
Assistant to Associate Secretary : 


Dear Srr—In compliance with your 
request, I herewith present you a brief 
sketch of my work with General Crook’s 
command during the last few days of my 
labors among them. 

On Sunday afternoon, the 18th instant, 
the camp near Summit Point was broken 
up. The: long trains were ready for the 
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march, the men stood long impatient for 
the ‘‘ forward, march.”; ° 

It was not given that night, so we bi- 
vouaced as best we could, expecting that 
in the morning, the anticipated order 
would be given. At daybreak we com- 
menced’ to move, the Commission wagon 
falling into its appropriate place behind 
the medicine wagon of the Second Division. 

This march was performed for the most 
part amid the low reverberations of the dis- 
tant firing of the artillery and musketry of 
the 6th and 19th Corps. It was not until 
about eleven o’clock that Gen. Crooks was 
brought into the action. 

The location of the field hospital being 
determined, I left the wagon there and set 
out with Mr. Knowlton for the front to as- 
sist as we could. On arriving on the field 
we found our forces pushing ahead, thus 
affording us the best opportunity to remove 
the wounded, dying and dead into the field 
hospitals. We did what we could, we as- 
sisted them to ambulances, and endeavored 
to stimulate their patriotism, patience and 
courage. 

By midnight the greater part of the first 


| day’s wounded were gathered to the various 


hospitals—no one spared exertion. Late 
in the evening we returned to the hospitals 
to make all, as far as possible, comfortable 
for the night. By help from nurses, I 
arranged the sufferers side by side, se 
that two, and sometimes three, could enjoy 
the benefit of the same blanket. He who 
had abundance, by being appealed to, was 
induced to part with something to cover 
his less fortunate comrade. Thus by dint of 
a little planning we were enabled to warm 
the chilled frame and stop the chattering 
teeth. 
* x % % % 

The early morning brought us new work. 
We assisted at the amputation table, fur- 
nishing sometimes lint, bandages and other 
stores. 

I kept the nurses to work on the most 
needy—sought out the bummers and strag- 
glers around, and set them to work wash- 
ing off the whole body of the slightly 
wounded, as they passed under the Sur- 
geon’s and dressers’ hands, supplying 
them myself with clean clothing. You 


would have been pleased to see the trans- 
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formation I worked in this way. Took the 
name, and nature of wound of each man 
for the Surgeon’s report, and in this way 


turned my hand to any and every thing 


that demanded attention. Thus passed 
the day, distributing meanwhile many 
stores “I had in my well-stocked wagon for 
this emergency. Thus passed the next day 
in part. About noon I turned:over to my 
successor all the Sanitary Commission in- 
terests, and went to Winchester to return 
home. This closes my connection with the 
Commission as a Relief Agent. 
It is with pain I part from a work in which 
I have taken much pleasure. The soldier 
that lies bleeding, hungry and chilly, to 
keep from our doors the tyrant and oppres- 
sor, is worthy to receive the sympathies of 
the best, to engage the energies of the 
greatest in this most noble of all work— 
alleviating his sufferings. 
Most respectfully, ete., 
D. W. Evans. 


Fo the Standing Committee of the 
U.S. Sanitary Commission: 
HARPER’S FERRY, September 21. 


Soon after mailing my letters of yester- 
day to you at Baltimore, I heard of the 
engagement near Winchester, and decided 
to come here before visiting City Point. — 

I ordered Mr. Pancoast to send by Ad- 
ams’ Express, a designated assortment of 
battle-field and hospital supplies, most of 
which were in our store-house at Balti- 
more, the only articles purchased being 
tin cups, milk and sherry wine, the latter 
having been specially telegraphed for by 
eur agent here, by request of the Medical 
Director of the District. _I then telegraph- 
ed to you my intention to come here, and 
to Mr, Hovey, at Washington, what I had 
done. An hour later, I found Mr. Knapp, 
Associate Secretary for the Hast, and Mr. 
John 8. Blatchford, of Boston, an Associate 
Member of the Commission, and requested 
them to accompany me. No train was to 
leave Baltimore until this morning. 

We reached this place at about 1 P. M. 
Visiting our storehouse, we found Colonel 
Muhlech absent at the front, and the stock 
ef supplies low from the drafts just made 
upon us. The wagons were at the front, or 
on the way back, except two four-horse teams 
and one two-horse team, Our stores were 
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not to arrive on freight-train here until five 
P. M., after which, there was to be no train 


to Winchester with an escort, (without 


which the road is not considered safe,) un- 


til to-morrow afternoon—so the Assistant : 


Adjutant-General and Captain Flagg, the 
(Juartermaster, told us. 

By the aid of our natural allies, the press 
correspondents, we heard of a stragglers’ 
guard as likely to go out at eight o’clock 
to-morrow morning, and haye directed the 
loading of the two four-horse wagons, to go 
out under its protection. | 

We have carefully chosen the articles 
most likely to be needed, viz., beef stock, 
stimulants, woolen underclothing, banda- 
ges and old linen, crackers, lemons and 
sponges. j 

The Government transportation is heay- 


ily taxed, and though Capt. Flagg and the — 


other officials show a desire to assist as far 
as they can, they are unable to give us the 
transportation for a single pound. 

Yours respectfully, 


J. FosteR JENKINS, 
General Secretary. 


* 


Mr. Knapp writes from Harper’s Ferry, 
September 21: 


Four car loads of supplies have arrived 
here to-day, since Dr. Jenkins and I reach- 
ed here, (one car load from Washington— 
an excellent assortment—and three from 
Baltimore.) Three teams, four horses each, 
are with the three Army Corps. 
Col. Muhlech sent out two more teams with 
assorted supplies, and in the morning to- 
morrow, two more teams well loaded go 
out, while the two yesterday’s teams will 
probably be here to take out loads to-mor- 
row afternoon; these, with two more teams 
to come from Washington, will make a 
good train. 

No-train has gone out this afternoon, 
with which Dr. Jenkins and I could go, 
escorted by them. We expect to go to 
Winchester to-morrow morning, getting 
there to-morrow evening. I telegraphed 
you to-night on receipt of your last tele- 
gram, to send another four-horse team 
from Washington, taking it, if need be, 
from the storehouse service; also, one sad- 
dle horse. 

10, P.M. Col. Muhlechjis just in from 


Yesterday ~ 
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Winchester. The need there of supplies 
is large. A medical train and a commissary 
train arrived just before he left the place. 
The wounded to be provided for, (our own 
end the rebel,) are about six thousand. 
There was another engagement for the pos- 


session of Fisher’s Hill—sharp but short— 


in which we drove the rebels with a dash— 
moderate loss to us—captured eight hun- 
dred rebels. 


* * * * * 


Colonel Muhlech writes from the same 
place, September 23: 

I sit down at a late hour of the night to 
pen you yet a few lines, so as to inform you 
of the whereabouts of Dr. Jenkins and Mr. 
Knapp. 

_ They left for the front yesterday morn- 

ing. I hope they have safely reached Win- 
chester. I myself, returned from there on 
Wednesday night, after a ride of seventy 
miles in twenty-four hours. Horse and 
rider were equally exhausted. 

I found some six thousand wounded, 
(union and rebel,) scattered all over the 
town; churches, hotels, stores, and private 
houses are used as temporary hospitals. 
They were destitute of every thing, and an 

immense deal of good will be done by the 
timely arrival of our sanitary goods. Would 
to God I had more means of transporta- 
tion, now that our storehouse is overflow- 
ing. Four teams heavily loaded have been 
forwarded to Winchester thus far. As soon 
as your two other wagons reach the ferry, 
I shall send out further four loads. One 
team loaded with stores leaves to-morrow 
morning for Hagerstown, where there are 
also a great many patients, and help is 
badly wanted. 

Dr. Jenkins and Mr. Knapp are expected 

back to-morrow night. However, I hardly 
think they will be here before Sunday, as 
the road is unsafe, and can only be traveled 
with an escort. 

Two thousand prisoners, with one hun- 
dred and forty-seven commissioned officers, 
passed through this afternoon; a thousand 
wounded are also expected in to-night. 
They will be left at Sandy Hook Hospital; 
a further lot of as many will be sent either 
to Baltimore or Frederick. This will leave 
at Winchester only the most serious cases. 


U. 8. SANITARY COMMISSION, 
WINCHESTER, VA., September 26, 1864. 


To the Standing Committee of the ? 
U.S. Sanitary Commission : 


GENTLEMEN—I have the satisfaction this 
morning of reporting the arrival of Col, 
Muhlech last evening, a few hours in ad- 
vance of the Commission’s supply train of 
five wagons and eight ambulances. The 
train was to park on its arrival at the 
suburbs, and to report here this morning, 
Miss Harris, Colonel Fach, and two Relief 
Agents from Washington, accompany it; a 
very welcome addition to our working force, 
The supplies are equivalent to eight wagon 
loads—an assorted stock, with rather a 
preponderance of food and deficiency of warm 
coverings and under clothing. These are 
the great want we have here now. The weather 
became cooler on Saturday evening, and there 
has been a great increase of suffering the last 
two nights, three cases of tetanus, resulting 
Jrom exposure. 

Col. M. hopes to be able to secure am- 
bulances, so long as large trains come back 
here empty. It is not likely to be long, 
unless much larger numbers of wounded 
from the front are precipitated upon us. 

There are here some thirty very devoted 
union women, who, ever since the tide of 
war began to surge up and down the valley, 
have, when occasion offered, given their 
time and goods for the relief of our disabled 
soldiers; whether in our own hospitals, or 
prisoners in those of the enemy. 

The casualties attending the campaigns 
of Banks, Milroy, and the occupation of 
Crooks and Averill in July last, were greatly 
mitigated by their attentions. 

In one of the rebel hospitals here, are now 
thirty-nine wounded union soldiers, who are 
enthusiastic in their eulogy of those who 
have treated them so kindly every day since 
the evacuation by our troops in July. 

These ladies have been visiting indis- 
criminately the past week the hospitals of 
the city—overdoing the matter in some, 
entirely neglecting others. 

Mr. Blatchford and I devoted a good 
part of yesterday to the effort of inducing 
them to systematise their work. 

After visiting the representative women 
at their homes, we effected a conference in 
the afternoon, and, by our advice, they de- 
signated seven of their number who should 
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be responsible for certain relief work in the 
seven districts into which we have arbitrari- 
ly divided the city. Each of the seven—who 
will be personally known to Col. Muhlech, 
Mr. Adams, (Hospital Visitor,) and the 
storekeeper—will call to her assistance such 
aid as she needs in her district. We shall 
issue only to the seven such portions of our 
stock, suitable for the preparation of extra 
and light diet, as we can, with regard to the 
wants of the whole service, spare day by day. 

The plan has the approval of the Medical 
Director, and of such of the Chief Medical 
officers as I have consulted. 

I think we have thus secured a reliable 
eorps of hospital visitors, under a good or- 
ganization, not cumbersome, or embar- 
rassing. 

Yours respectfully, 


J. Foster JENKINS, 
General Secretary. 


— 


Goensolidaied List of Stores reeceived at Storehruse, Win- 
ehe-ter, Va., Tuesday, 20th, and Thursday, 22d September, 
1864. 


360 Ibs. beef stock. 2 bbls. bandages. 

144 bottles whisky. 208 Vold linen: 

96 ‘s  gherry wine. 2 boxes lemons. 

384 lbs. condensed milk. 54 lbs. dessic. egg. 
598 wool shirts, 92 ** crushed sugar. 
409 prs. wool drawers. 400 tin cups. 


162 blankets. 250 splints (surg.) 
149 quilts. 10 prs. crutches. 
400 towels. 5 reams paper. 


200 cushions. 

135 bed sacks. 

108 pillows. 

401 lbs. chocolate. 
7 bbls. crackers. 
400 lbs. maizena. 


2,500 envelopes. 

250 prs. wool socks, 

126 sheets. 

25 lbs. sponge. 

144 bottles Jamaica ginger. 
103. **_~=pblackberry syrup. 


Statement of Suppli+s received at the Depot of the Commis- 
sion at Winchester, Va., on Sept. 26th, 1864. 


67 bed sacks. 6 bbls. coffee. 

184 pillow cases. 501bs. chocolate. 

184 blankets. 1,440 Ibs. cond. milk. 
100 quilts. 162 ‘* dessicated egg. 
120 sheets. 3 bbls. white sugar. 
440 flannel drawers. Dente OPO wa aise 
580“ shirts. 1 case jellies. 

6540 prs. woolen socks. 540 lbs. beef stock. 
120 ‘* shoes. 180 “ roast beef. 

2 cases handkerchiefs, 20 gallons pickles, 

3 ‘ towels. 216 bottles whisky. 

3 boxes soap. 216 ** gherry. 


1 lot hand basing.. 3 cases blackberry brandy, 
1 lot coffee pots. 18 reams note paper. 

350 tin cups. 4 ss’ letter 7 ** 

48 lanterns. 1 lot envelopes. 

1 bbl. tin plates. 1 lot reading matter. 

24 bbls. crackers, 390 cushions. 

5 boxes (200 lbs.) maizena. |2 bbls, old linen, 

4 chests tea. 1 case lint. 


WORK OF THE COMMISSION ON THE 
JAMES RIVER. 


The following definite and clear expres- 
sion of opinion in regard to the operations 
ef the Commission, is from one who has 
been in active military service from the be- 


ginning of the War, and has had abundant 
opportunities of observation: 


New York AGENcy, Crry Port, Va.,) 
September 20th, 1864. i 


To Con. SAMUEL NORTH, 
N. ¥. Sate Miliiary Agent, Washington, D. C. 

My Drar Str—In my rounds of obser- 
vation to-day, I visited the Headquarters 
of the U.S. Sanitary Commission at their 
floating depot at the wharf, and was, as 
usual, very kindly received, and my sug- 
gestions as to the kinds and methods of re- 
lief most requisite just now in hospital and 
at the front, courteously accepted and con- 
sidered. 

My convictions are only strengthened by 
every day’s observation, that the true way 
to work for the soldiers is by and through 
this many-armed organization, and to see 
that it is supplied with the means, and then — 
that it does its work, and to give it credit 
for what it does. Itis for the interest both 
of the State Agencies and the Sanitary 
Commission that their relations be dis- 
tinctly and permanently adjusted upon 
these principles. Your own experience as 
State Agent, will, I know, confirm this view. 

On the broad and capacious wharf, I 
found the work of receiving and sending 
out fresh vegetables going bravely on. 
There was a stock of fine cabbages, part of 
6,000 heads, which had just come in from 
Philadelphia by the Commission’s Steamer 
‘¢Elizabeth:” 

Onions, 460 barrels. 

Sweet Potatoes, 95 barrels. 

Pickles, 45 casks, 

Irish Potatoes, 50 barrels, 

Beets, er ee 
And boxes of peaches, &c., in proportion, 
to be distributed from the local depots in 
the hospitals cn the hill, to say nothing of 
the well-stored barges piled with the usual 
and varied supplies. 

Several teams were receiving their loads 
for the front, and I ascertained upon in- 
quiry, that 18 teams (owned by the Com- 
mission,) were at the moment employed in: 
getting the fresh supplies to the very front. 
To the 9th Corps and to the 18th, each, 1,000 
cabbages had gone; 715 to the 5th; 750 to 
the 2d, and the work was going on. 

As I stood by the pile, asking questions, 
I found myself instinctively taking out my 
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jack-knife, whittling and munching the 
plump stalk of a broken cabbage-leaf with 
such memories and visions of home autumn 
scenes of in-gathering, as you can readily 
imagine. ‘‘ That does seem natural ?” said 
a soldier standing near, as he stepped for- 
ward and followed my example! 

To my great satisfaction, also, I found 
that the authorities of the Commission had 
reached the conclusion, which you know 
had long been entertained by the writer, 
that the Government supply of liquors for 
medical purposes is ample, (though not 
always the best in quality, as they ought to 
be,) or may be made ample; and that this 
item of expenditure, so costly and so liable 
to abuse, may safely give way to the claims 
of other kinds of relief, more strictly within 
the sphere of the Commission. It is, in 
my view, a most judicious step, and not 
taken too soon. Yet a highly respected 
surgeon near me, suggests, as I write, that 
goo 1 domestic wines ought not to cease to be 
issued by the Commission; and that these 
can only be collected throughout the coun- 
try by its agency. I presume they are still 
furnished, in detail, by the Commission, 
through trusty visitors of the General Hos- 
pitals in the cities, upon the proper requi- 
sition. : 

The issuing of tobacco, which had been 
suspended for a time, has been resumed, 
but is restricted in amount. To the unpaid 

men, and to those in hospital who desire 
it, no issue is more valued or more wel- 
come; and I repeat only what I hear from 
the surgeons, most of whom speak ‘not 
inexperienced,” when I say that there 
ought to be no deprivation of it to the 
classes [have justnamed. Mr. Seymour’s 
supplies of this article, here in the front, 
will be remembered when the fresh vegeta- 
bles so freely sent have been long for- 
gotten. 

The demand for woolen shirts, drawers 
and socks, is always very great; but the 
need now is more imperative than ever be- 
fore, at this season and in this climate; and 
I am told here that every woolen shirt 
given out costs the Commission nearly four 
dollurs. The class really needing them 
most is that of the convalescents, returning 
or about to return from hospital to regi- 
ment, with little flesh and blood about 


Til 


them, and almost certain to relapse if sent 
away thinly clad. In very many cases 
these must go back shivering, unless the 
Commission or a State Agency supply 
them; and it may be weeks before the con- 
valescent, returned to duty, can ‘‘draw”’ 
them in his regiment. The sequel is, a 
relapse and a return to hospital. 

And this brings up a very urgent and 
momentous question of economy. Where 
one thousand dollars is paid readily as 
bounty to a raw recruit, out of the public 
treasury, is it not a strange contradiction 
and neglect of wise economy, (leaving hu- 
manity out of the question,) to suffer the 
loss of the vigorous service of an experi- 
enced soldier by this defect. in arrange- 
ments and provisions, otherwise so admira- 
ble and bountiful ? 

A soldier is brought to the hospital, sick 
or wounded, from a distant camp or line. 
His soiled or bloody shirt and drawers re- 
placed by a hospital shirt and drawers of 
cotton; he remains for weeks—unpaid most 
likely; recovers, is ‘‘returned to duty,”— 
but, if he cannot communicate with his 
regiment, and often even if he can, there 
is no provided source for fitting him out 
warmly for his new exposure, except the 
charities of the Commission. It is so, too, 
as regards rheumatic invalids in hospital, 
requiring warm woolen underclothes. I 
know how entirely you will agree with me, 
from your own large experience in your 
office, when I express the earnest wish, 
that this simple consideration could rule in 
all that regards the sick and temporarily 
disabled soldier, whu is not a proper sub- 
ject for immediate discharge; namely, that 
“Tf a green recruit is worth $1,200 or 
$1,500 to put into the ranks, then it is the 
purest economy to spend at least half as 
much on any means and appliances which 
promise to promote and hasten the restora- 
tion of a sick or disabled veteran to sound 
health and vigor, and to efficient ser- 
vice.’’ ' . 

I wish that this rule could dominate is 
all that relates to our hospitals, as it cer- 
tainly has been recognized by the Sanitary 
Commission. a 

And I cannot help asking, why, if fresh 
vegetables are needful and desirable for 
keeping up the health and vigor of soldiers 
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in the front, the inconsiderable outlay of a 
few dollars per month, for extra-clothing 
for each invalid, should be omitted or un- 
provided for in the arrangements of Gov- 
ernment, while such enormous sums are 
paid merely to secure the enlistment of men, 
who, for the want of just this outlay, are so 
soon to be transferred from the ranks to 
the hospitals. 

I have always urged and recommended, 
though ineffectually, that a per centage of 
all State and local bounties should be 7re- 
tained, to constitute an ‘‘ extra-clothing 
and hospital fund”—ample for the need, 
and afar more honorable resource to the 
recipient. 

If society choose to add, as it will, to this 
requisite supply, by voluntary gifts, well. 
It is a necessary expression of its warm 
interest in the soldier; but the question is, 
whether its gifts should be so heavily drawn 
upon as they are, in simply enlarging and 
improving, (and that fitfully, unequally 
and partially,) his daily ration; or, whether 
its bounty should not be concentrated upen 
the work of assisting Government in all 
means and appliances, however costly, for 
hastening the return of vigor to a sick or 
wounded veteran, and of the cured veteran 
to duty in his regiment ? } 


And I would instance the following as — 


among the foremost examples of the direc- 
tion of such efforts: 

First of all. A very large addition to the 
medical staff of the army in the field and 
in the hospitals—of experienced and faithful 
Surgeons. This cannot be had without— 

Second. A liberal increase in their pay, 
which is now mean and scanty. 

Third. A liberal expenditure for extra 
clothing for all invalids—making this indis- 
pensable requisite to recovery and restora- 
tion easily accessible. 

Fourth. A great and prompt enlargement 
of the appliances and the material for the 
preparation of special diet, in connection 
with all hospitals; and the provision of in- 
telligent and faithful oversight and man- 
agement of this department, so liable to 
abuse and its consequences to the sick. 

And last. Perhaps most difficult, the ut- 
most efforts, in the transportation of the 
sick and wounded, from camp and the bat- 
tle-field, to prevent that waste of strength 
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through exposure and unrest, which, more 
than any other cause, perhaps, so often 
precludes recovery, by making subsequent 
medical cure, however kind or skillful, 
ineffectual. 

Yours respectfully, 


J. V. Van INGEN, 
Field Agent, N. Y. 8. 


DOINGS AT THE FRONT, 
EXTRACTS FROM THE JOURNAL. 


SaturpDay, September 10, 1864. 

Sent Tug ‘‘ Curtain” to Point of Rocks 
in charge of Mr. Anderson, with the fol- 
lowing supplies, to be distributed through 
the 18th Corps, by Mr. Geo. A Williams, 
Agent, 15 bbls. pickles, 30 bbls. onions, and 
10 kegs tamarinds. 

Communication from Mr. Fay, that the 
matter of head-boards has been arranged 
with the Chief Medical Officer, and the 
Commission need not supply them. 


September 12th. 
The issues to-day have been very large. 


September 15th. 


No news of importance from the front. 
Rebels continue to fire upon passing trains, 
but as yet, have failed to hit any. They 
use the solid Whitworth shot, and in some 
instances have hit between the. rails. 
Trains are now running mostly at night, 
and earthworks are being erected for their 
protection. . 

Issues to-day have been rather large, yet 
during the_afternoon, business was quite 
slack. . . 
: September 18th. 

Went front and met Dr. McDonald at the 
9th Corps; rode along the lines, giving Mr. 
Marsh, who accompanied us, every facility 
for gaining any information he might want. 
Rode to the 10th Corps, from there home. 
The Station at the 9th Corps is almost per- 
fect in its arrangement. Tents neatly ar- 
ranged. Grounds in good condition; ar- 
bors and archways made from cedar boughs, 
and the whole enclosed by fence, made 
from the same material. 

The day was very quiet, and the pickets 
to a great extent observed it, as there was 
but very little firing. 

September 20th. 

News from Gen. Grant’s Head-Quarters 
that Gen. Sheridan had badly whipped 
Gen. Early in the Shenandoah Valley, cap- 
tured three thousand of the enemy, six 
guns, and all the dead and wounded, 
Found two thousand dead. 

A salute of one hundred shotted guns is 
ordered to be fired along the lines to-mor- 
row morning at 7 o’clock, in honor of the 
victory. 
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Great rejoicing; troops arriving, and with 
the good news just received, all feel that 
the end of this rebellion is near at hand. 

September 21st. 

The salute in honor of Sheridan’s victory 
was fired according to orders this morning, 
meeting in portions of the line a vigorous 
response from the rebels. . 

Sent to the front yesterday and to-day, 
218 bbls. onions, 2 bbls. beets, 49 bbls. 
pickles, 8 boxes peaches, (green,) 1 bbl. 
tamarinds; all transported by our own 
wagons. 

September 22d. 
Sent to the front, 144 bbls. onions, 6 
bbls. beets, 832 boxes peaches, (green). 

Four Corps received battle-stock, viz., 
2d, 9th, 10th, and 18th. 

Four Corps received stock for issuing, 
viz., 2d, 9th, 10th, and 18th. 

Fivery preparation is being made to meet 
the demands of the next battle. Have a 
good reserved stock, but we need a great 
deal more, even if the resistance on the 
part of the rebels is not as stubborn as we 
all expect it will be. © 

September 23d. 

Issues to-day have been very large. 

Sent three wagons front; two to the 5th, 
and one to the 10th Corps. 

Communication from Dr. C. R. Agnew, 
from which the following abstract is taken: 

‘‘The Executive Committee, upon the 
receipt of your note (Dr. McDonald’s) of 
- the 16th inst., passed the following resolu- 
tion, viz., Dr. McDonald be instructed to 
issue tobacco to soldiers in the trenches, noti- 
fying them, however, that such issues can- 
not be permanent.” 


HEAD-QUARTERS 2D Dtv., 5TH A. C., 
SaTURDAY, Sept. 24th, 1864. 


‘Received of Mr. E. M. Barton, Agent 
of the Sanitary Commission for the 5th 
A. C., the following articles for the use of 
the enlisted of this Division: 6 bbls. pick- 
les, 26 bbls. onions. 

Signed, C. BE. La Morte, 

Lt.-Col. and A. A. A, G.”’ 


KAD. 


Issue of Vegetables to the 10th Corps by J. RB. 
EsBrex, Agent in charge 10th Corps Sta- 
tion, Sept. 24th, 1864: 


First Brigade 1st Division, 13 bbls. on- 
ions, 1 gall. pickles. 

Second Brigade 1st Division, 8 bbls. on- 
ions, 210 heads cabbage. 

Third Brigade 1st Division, 9 bbls. on- 
ions, 114 bbls. pickles, 115 cabbages 
_ First Brigade 2d Division, 13 bbls. on- 
ions. 

Second Brigade 2d Division, 5 bbls. on- 
ions, 121 heads cabbage. 

Third Brigade 2d Division, 6 bbls. on- 
ions, 282 heads cabbage. 
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Colored Brigade 3d Division, 14 bbls. on- 


ions, 1 bbl. pickles, 50 cabbages. 
Light Artillery, 2 bbls. onions, 3 galls. 


‘pickles. 


Detachments, Head-Quarters Guards, and 
Ambulance Corps, 170 heads cabbage, 714 
bbls. onions, 214 bbls. pickles. 

ome preferred cabbage to onions, and 
vice versa, but if onions only were distribu- 
ted, there were enough to give each man 
four times the amount of Government ra- 
tions. 

This distribution is now being made to 
all the Corps, but have received no reports 
from other Agents, _ 

September 27. 

The barge Oneida, of Philadelphia, was 
loaned to us by Col. Pitkin, and the work 
of placing her in suitable condition for our 
use and wants was immediately commenced. 

September 28. 

The 10th Corps are crossing the Appo- 
mattox this evening. It was rumored that 
they were going to Newbern, N. C. 

We are anxious about the movements at 
the front; various rumors are afloat, but 
nothing definite can be learned. , 


September 29. 

2 A.M. Messenger from Captain Harris 
arrived, asking for two wagons to remove 
his goods. 'The hospitals were broken up, 
sick sent to City Point, and were ordered, 
(the hospitals,) to move at 4 o’clock. » 

All teams were to be at Gurley House at 
4.30, at which time, also, the troops were 
to march. : 

4 o’clock. Captain Harris arrived, and 
expected a hot time during the day. Wag- 
ons were sent for his disposal. One wagon 
with battle stock was to follow in each 
corps, and two wagons were loaded at this 
point, to report at Cedar Level, and there 
to await orders. Captain Harris returned 
to the front about 5 o’clock, Dr. Ander- 
son accompanying, and have not heard 
from him since. 

News this evening is, they are fighting 
on the right, have carried three lines of the 
enemy’s works and captured sixteen guns. 

Wagons sent front for the removal of su- 
perfiuous goods from the 2d, 5th and 9th 
Corps, arrived this evening; brought no 
news. 

Wagons sent to Cedar Creek to await or- 
ders, returned; loads to be retained in 
them, and to be ready to move at a mo- 


ment’s notice. 
September 30. 


News from the Right, glorious! Captured 
thirty guns, two fifteen-inch and one 
hundred-pound Whitworth, with all their 
ammunition, together with quartesmasters’ 
stores. Kautz’s Cavalry was within three 
miles of Richmond last night, and rein- 
forcements were sent him. The negroes 
fought splendidly, and we are slowly driy- 
ing the rebels. Casualties not known. 
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The 10th and 18th Corps are the only 
ones engaged on the Right, and they are 
doing their work well. Gen. Burnham was 
killed, and Gen. Ord wounded. 

The 10th Corps crossed the James River 
at Deep Bottom, on the 18th, at Aikin’s 
Landing. General Grant has been on the 
Right both days. 

Our wagons accompanied each corps, and 
sent besides tug Curtin, with large load in 
charge of Mr. Anderson, to Deep Bottom; 
also, having on board Mr. Fay and six Re- 
lief Agents. The Sanitary Commission 
was on the ground first. The two wagons 
that were kept loaded were sent to the 
Right, one going to the 10th Corps, and the 
other to the 18th in the field. 

Tug returned at 3.30, again loaded, and 
sent back; besides loading two more wag- 
ons and sent out, giving us on the Right a 
bountiful supply to meet any emergency. 

Skirmishing during the night and morn- 
ing, in the afternoon a regular engagement, 
resulting in our forces carrying two lines 
of the enemy’s works. Mr. Davis in charge 
of the wagons is with the troops, and has a 
good supply. 

At the request of Col. Sharpe, Deputy 
Provost Marshal-General, we accommodate 
to-night three refugees from Petersburg, 
who left that place yesterday. They report 
that the people are greatly dissatistied, 
and that the majority of them will hail our 
forces with joy when they enter either 
Petersburg or Richmond. 

Four wagons and tug sent to the Right. 

October I. 

Have had a drenching, cold rain all day. 
No fighting that we have heard of. Onur for- 
ces on the Right, (Butler’s command,) are 
within 6 miles of Richmond,and there must 
remain till reinforcements come up; some 
have gone to-day. Roads are in wretched 
condition already, and two or three days 
of such rain as this will dig out the bottom. 
Colored troops of the 10th Corps fought 
splendidly, and we hold all that they gain- 
ed yesterday and the day previous. The 
wounded are being sent down the river as 
fast as possible. The Sanitary Commission 
have done a good work in this department. 
Were on the ground yesterday betore noon 
with stores and agents, (at Deep Bottom,) 
and at work immediately on landing. ‘Two 
loaded four-horse teams were sent to the 
front early in the morning, one to the 18th, 
the other to the 10th Corps. The tug Cur- 
tin took a second load of stores to Deep Bot- 
tom yesterday afternoon. These, with the 
two loads that crossed with the corps the 
day previous, were enough to supply the 
demands, but it was desirable, in case 
more were needed at the front to dispatch 
two loads yesterday afternoon. 

They got off at 5 o’clock, P. M., and re- 
ported at Deep Bottom, at 2 A. M. of to- 
day. The Curtin was sent up this morning 
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with fresh supplies, and again during the 

afternoon. Finding the hospitals were be- 
ing cleared and no new cases being brought 

in, the two teams which arrived this morn- 

ing were sent across the river to find a 
camping ground and await orders. One 

team, partially loaded, remained at the-hos- 

pital to remove tents and stores in case the 

hospital should change location. 

Eleven wagon loads (4 horses each) have. 
been sent to Deep Bottom, and two (four 
horse) loads have gone directly to the front, 
making thirteen (four horse) loads sent to 
the 10th and 18th Corps. Two agents have 
gone directly to the front, and from eight 
to ten have been constantly engaged at the 
hospital at Deep Bottom. 

From the left we have glorious news. A 
messenger came in at 2 A. M for two loads 
of stores to be sent to the left, as our stock 
in wagons at that point was nearly exhaust- 
ed. The teams left early this morning in 
charge of Mr. Little. 

We have on the left Capt. Harris, Capt. 
Davis, Dr. Stevens and Son, Mr. Barton, 
and four teams with 5th and 9th; Mr. Miles 
and two teams in reserve at 2d; Mr. Ris- 
den and Caulkins’ two teams with 18th at 
Bermuda Hundred; Mr. Richards and one 
team with 18th Corps front; Mr. Ellsbree 
and one team with 10th Corps, front; Mr. 
Clayton and one team with a part of Mr. 


-Fay’s A. R. C. at hospital, Deep Bottom; 


Wagon-master Luce with two teams en- 
camped on south side of the James, at 
Deep Bottom. Mr. Fay is on hand with 
his corps of A. R. Agents, but still keeping 
a small force at the base hospitals. 

October 2d. 

The steamer Elizabeth arrived at one 
o’clock to-day. Her stock is much needed, 
and we are unloading her as rapidly as pos-- 
sible. ; . 

Our left wing is reported to-night as be- 
ing within one mile of the South-side Rail- 
road, still pressing forward; have been 
fighting all day, and the wounded are com- 
ing in very rapidly, being brought by rail 
within one-half mile of the hospitals, thence 
by ambulance. A large number of them 
are bad cases. 





WESTERN DEPARTMENT. 


Dr. Newberry writes from Louisville, 
September 8: 

By Wheeler’s raid we are cut off from all 
communication with the army, and shall be 
for or more to come. Yor this reason 
I can give you no late news of our opera- 
tions there. 

In the supply Department there must be 
little done for sometime, as when the road 
is opened we must expect to have our trans- 
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portation limited by the demand for food 
for the fighting men. 

Dr. Blake has written me, calling loudly 
for stores at New Orleans, and this inter- 
ruption of our communications with At- 
lanta will permit me to respond to this call. 

I shall, therefore, on Monday start a 
steamer load of stores down the river. We 
have a fair lot of just the articles he wants. 

Among the items of our business at the 
front, not before reported, I may mention—- 

Ist. The death by typhoid fever of J. H. 
Milliken, our agent at Knoxville. Milliken 
was a young man of fine acquirements and 
pure and estimable character. Mr. Bellam 
takes his place temporarily. 

2d. Culbertson gives a good report of 
the garden at Knoxville, with tabular state- 
ment of products distributed. Wills, at 
*Chattonooga, ditto. 

8d. Mr. E. L. Jones, our invaluable store- 
keeper at Chattanooga, has returned to 
Nashville sick; will soon be better, how- 
ever—shall probably keep him at Nashville, 
and make him storekeeper there. 

M. C. Read and Prof. Horsford, of Chat- 
tanooga, are both still absent on sick leave, 
but will probably return by the 15th. 

Dr. Seymour, now holding M. C. Read’s 
place at Chattanooga, closes his term of 
service on the 10th instant, and must go 
home for three months. 

A Mr. Longley, a friend of Dr. Warri- 
ner, has been appointed storekeeper at 
Chattanooga, in place of Mr. Jones, and 
will go there as soon as communication is 
apened. 

These changes, and many others of less 
importance, have given, and will give me 
much thought and anxiety. The work of 
the Commission at the front, Chattanooga, 
Nashville, and all along the line, is going 
on as well or better than could be ex- 
pected. 

Dr. Webster, appointed Chief Inspector 
to Sherman’s Army, in place of Dr. Read, 
(disabled,) has been brought back to Nash- 
ville, sick, and will not be able to return. 
If he recovers soon, I shall make him Su- 
perintendant of the Agency at Nashville, 
in place of Mr. Root, who will return to the 
Relief Department. 

Dr. Woodward will take Dr. Webster’s 
place at the front. 


Rev. J. P. T. Ingraham, the best of our 
hospital visitors, is about to leave us to 
take a pastoral charge at Indianapolis. I 
am very unwilling to lose him, as he is a 
model man. . 

The hospital gardens continue to prove 
great institutions. 

The hospital trains are now all reduced © 
to syst m under Dr. Barnum’s manage- 
ment, who has a contract from the Medical 
Department. New and improved cars are 
being procured, and soon that branch of 
the service will be a credit to all concerned. 

We are furnishing stores and other fix- 
tures, extra assistants and supplies, in all 
needed ways; helping the enterprise on to 
the highest success. 

. Dr. Hazen and Mr. Carpenter, with my 
consent, have left the service of the Com- 
mission, and have taken contracts as Sur- 
geons on the hospital train. 

In the warehouse, office, hospital direc- 
tory, home, etc., here, every thing is going 
on as usual, 

We send you, this week, report of issues 


and shipments. We aim to keep very little 


here, but push every thing forward as 
rapidly as possible. 

Supplies are coming in freely, and, in 
compliance with instructions, we. have been 
purchasing largely of onions, pickles, and 
kraut—have ordered, bought up, all we 
could in the country, and have had large 
quantities of pickled cabbage, cucumbers, 
and onions made up for us. 

The pickles sent by you have arrived 
safely. 

I bought two thousand bushels of onions 
in Cleveland, at $1.25 per bushel; while 
at Cincinnati they are worth $2.50. 


MISSISSIPPI DISTRICT. 


No great changes have occurred in this 
Department. The two Ways have left 
Vicksburg, sick. Benson remains in charge. 
Carpenter and Grant, of Memphis, have 
returned with restored health. Christy’s 
report of his late trip you have received. 
He continues to give entire satisfaction. 

At Cairo, all things work smoothly under 
Mr. Shipman’s good management. The 
status in the home field is very encourag- 
ing. Our friends are working busily, and 
in the best of spirits. 
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KINGSTON. 
August 13. 


Mr. Eno writes: 

In my last report from this station, I 
stated that Mr. Van Dyke would make the 
next. About the close of the month, an 
active agent was wanted for the 14th Army 
Corps, and he was assigned to it—but un- 
fortunately was too unwell to make a re- 
port, or go to the field assigned him. 

The following is a condensed statement 
of refreshments given to the sick and 
wounded on trains going North, and also 
the report of disbursements for the month. 
From this, the supporters of the Sanitary 
Commission, can see at a glance, that they 
have not given, or labored in vain. 

During the month of July, there were 6,671 
sick and wounded soldiers on the trains 
going North, to whom there were given 671 
gallons of coffee, 16 gallons of soup, 53 
gallons of punch, 5 gallons of tea, 55 gal- 
lons of ale,.16 bottles of stimulants, 414 lbs. 
of crackers, 3,895 rations of bread and ham, 
2 shirts, 6 lbs. of bandages, 5 Ibs. of can- 


dles, (to use in box-cars at night,) and milk . 


and sugar sufficient for their coffee. 


Mr. Sutliffe’s report of the refreshment | 


station at Dalton, was sent you some days 
since. You can always rely upon his work 
being done well. 

After the 15th of July, the trains ran so 
that it was not necessary to stop at Resaca, 
and I directed Mr. Johnson to report at 

Marietta, with his fixtures and stock. 

Dr. Herrick, who had charge of shipping 
the wounded, then thought it best to start 
a station, either at Marietta or Vining’s, 
but a change in running trains rendered it 
unnecessary. Mr. Johnson is now assist- 
ing Mr. Tone; should it be necessary to 
start another refreshment station he will 
be an excellent man for it. His report 
of the 15th of July, shows that there were 
3,235 sick and wounded soldiers stopped on 
the trains at Resaca, to whom he gave 386 
gallons of coffee, 88 gallons of soup, 14 
bottles of stimulants, 735 lbs. of crackers, 
12 shirts, and 12 drawers. Many of the 
wounded going north on furlough, have 
lost their clothing, and leave the hospital 
minus coat and pants, rather than wait for 
clothing to be brought to the front by the 
Government—thinking they would be able 
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to draw in Chattanooga oreNashville; in 
this, many have been disappointed, merely 
because proper arrangements had not been 
made. ‘ 

In justice to the officers, it may be said. 
they have had their hands full—but the 
Government has sufficient clothing, and 
measures are being taken by which it is 
hoped the evil will be remedied. 

’Dr. Clendenin, of Nashville, and Dr. 
Salter, of Hospital No. 1, Chattanooga, as- 
sured me that wounded men reporting to 
them, should have clothing drawn for 
them. | , 

Dr. Goslin, of the 15th Army Cérps’ 
Field Hospital in this place, has taken the 


right method to insure every man what is 


necessary. 

He sends a man to Chattanooga with 
them, to draw their clothing there. Still, ~ 
I fear there will be some who will have to 
depend on the Sanitary Commission, and I 
would advise keeping Capt. Brayton, of 
the Home in Nashville, supplied, so that he 
can send men away rejoicing, instead of 
ashamed to meet their friends. 

August 23. 

Since my last, the refreshment. stations 
at Dalton and Kingston haye been doing 
their usual ‘‘good Samaritan” work, sup- 
plying the wants of the sick and wounded 
soldiers on their way North. Mr. Sutliffe 
had the misfortune to lose his stock and 
fixtures, by the raid into Dalton" last week, 
but his stoppage will be only temporary. 

At this station, Mr. Kennedy has charge 


of the relief department, and Mr. Barret 


the refreshments. From the 1st to the 21st 
of August, 2,555 sick and wounded passed 
on trains going North, to whom refresh- 
ments weregiven, consisting of hot coffee, 
light bread, cold ham, crackers, apple 
sauce, pickles, etc. 

Whole No. since the 15th of June, 14,616. 

Much of my time this month has been 
spent in looking after the interests of fur- 
loughed men and men in hospitals without 
descriptive rolls—many furloughed men, 
who had lost their clothing in battle, were 
being sent from hospitals of the Army of 
the Tennessee, in shirts and drawers, with- 
out any provision being made to draw clo- 
thing on the way home, leaving them de- 
pendent on Sanitary and State Agents for 


a. 


ly follow. 
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a& supply. As State Agent for Illinois, I 
was authorized to furnish clothing for Ili- 
nois soldiers, but did not feel justified in 
expending money that should be used for 
purchasing vegetables, when I knew the 


Government had made ample provision, 


and all that was necessary to obtain it, was 
to know how. I found the Surgeons will- 
ing to do all they supposed they were au- 
thorized—and as soon as the Medical Di- 
rector’s attention was called to it, the evil 


- was remedied, and now there is no reason 
why a soldier should be sent from hospital 


without sufficient clothing. 

The medical authorities also say they 
would much prefer that the Sanitary Com- 
mission would furnish less of stimulants 
and clothing, and expend the money saved 
in anti-scorbutics. I would, therefore, 
suggest that every Sanitary Agent should 
make himself acquainted with what the 
Medical Purveyor can furnish, and regulate 
his orders and issues accordingly. If this 
is done, I firmly believe it will be safe to 
reduce the amount appropriated for clo- 
thing and stimulants three-fourths, and the 
amount thus saved will do vastly more 
good expended in anti-scorbutics. 

The great staples necessary for the health 
and comfort of the army are vegetables, 
pickles, kraut, good vinegar, dried fruit, 
condensed milk and beef, farina, rags and 
bandages. Let there be a full supply of 
these, and with what the Ladies’ Aid Socie- 
ties will furnish, there will be no scurvy or 
complaining. 


CAIRO. 


The Agent writes from the ‘‘Soldiers’ 
Home” at Cairo, September 21: 

Ihave thought it would be a pleasure to 
you, were some one to write you something 
about affairs at this very busy place. Here- 
tofore you have heard little of our labors 
and successes at this point, from the sim- 
ple fact that we have ail been so busy, not 
for the past day, week or month, but all 
the time. 

Once in a while, it is true, we do have a 
lull in the storm, but these quiet times are 
always occupied by preparations for the 
coming contest, which we know must short- 
Invariably the contest begins 
with redoubled force and energy. Our 





. and does perform them. 


rests ‘are short. They are only breath- 
ing spells, in which the decks are clean- 
ed, the guns rubbed up, and every instru- 
ment for our bloodless warfare, put in 
order for action. The stay of our guests 
is necessarily short. They do not asa gen-_ 
eral thing desire to remain long, either go- 
ing home or to their regiments, and we 
could not with our limited arrangements, 
accommodate them for a longer time. In 
fact, for this place our arrangements are not 
extensive enough. 

We have not room enough, force enough, 
nor ability sufficient to cope with the great 
numbers daily and hourly pressing upon us. 
Here we are with our two regular trains, 
besides extra ones, daily pouring their live 
streams of blue coats upon us—with the 
Mississippi and Ohio Rivers depositing 
their loads from above, for shorter or long~ 
er times, and from below as far as New 
Orleans; and on either side of the great 
father of waters there, the arteries of the 
Southwest both great and small, they come, 
and come not like the steady flow of blood 
from veins, but in gushings and floods, not 
unlike the discharge from the arteries of 
the human frame. 

Our dining room is capable of seating 
one hundred and eighty men comfortably, 
but by crowding it will accommodate two 
hundred andtenmen. Our sleeping apart- 
ments are three in number, containing m 
all two hundred and forty-three beds. The 
rooms are high and well ventilated. The 
beds are all kept clean and free from ver- © 
min. The clothing is neat and comfort- 
able. There are, besides these, eight in 
the hospital room, for the use of the sick 
alone. ; 

There are comparatively few of our peo- 
ple who know much of the workings of 
these indispensible institutions, and smaller 
by far is the number who know anything 
about this particular one. Here every man 
has his duties laid down, and he is expected 
The workings of 
the ‘‘ Home” here are as regular as clock- 
work; the machinery of which is wound up 
daily, weekly, monthly, and yearly. It is 
not a wheel within a wheel, but a clock 
within a clock. Soldiers are received only 
in squads, or one at a time—squads num- 
bering from two to one hundred and fifty. 
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Their names are registered, and tickets of 
admission to the dining room are given 
them, which are taken at the door. Tickets 
are issued three times a day. 

Last Thursday the 143d Illinois came up 
from Helena, Ark. Only twenty-seven men, 
out of a regiment of over eight hundred 
men, were fit for duty. These men had 
been cooped up on board the boat for four 
or five days, and their situation was enough 
to soften the hardest heart. Seldom, I 
trust, is such a regiment seen. They look- 
ed more like moving skeletons than a live 
regiment. A great many were boys, tender 
and delicate—too young for such hard- 
ships. Their sufferings had been great, 
their situation was asad one. Our break- 
fast lasted until 11 A.M. That day we 
issued about seven hundred meals. But to 
see their feeble looks of thankfulness, was 
enough to repay us for our labor. Food 
was carried to those who were not able to 
to come to the table. 

Yesterday, the 20th September, was a 
lively day. The 140th Illinois, on their way 
home from Paducah, Ky., to be mustered 
out, stopped in Cairo about twenty hours. 

Application was made by the Surgeon to 
Mr. Shipman, the General Agent and Su- 
perintendent of the Soldiers’ Home, for 
supper and lodging for his sick. They were 
received. Then there was hurrying to and 
fro,,of busy feet. New life was infused into 
the kitchen, renewed energy was necessary 
for all. The tables were set again for the 
third time for supper. The hospital room 
was soon filled with the sickest. Still they 
came. ‘They were carried up stairs to the 
sleeping apartments and there was room, 
at least for the most serious cases. 

By this time supper was prepared. Hot 
tea and coffee steamed upon the tables. 
Good bread and good butter were there in 
abundance. Stewed fruit and pickles await- 
ed the assault. The meal was a simple one, 
but with those poor fellows it was a feast. 
To stand at the head of that room and look 
upon that scene was a sight rarely to be 
met with. 

If the noble self-sacrificing men and wo- 
men at home, who are working in the cause, 
could have been present, they would have 
returned to their homes satisfied that their 
efforts were not made in vain. 


The full number of meals issued yester- 
day was about eight hundred. The report 
for the week ending September 21st, has 
just been brought in. In it seventeen States 
are represented. Number of men admitted, 
two thousand eight hundred and thirty- 
three. Number of lodgings, two thousand © 
seven hundred and sixty-two; Number of 
meals issued, five thousand three hundred 
and fifty-two Average number per day, 
four hundred and five. Aided in procuring 
transportation, one hundred and forty-four. 


ANTI-SCORBUTICS—FORREST AND WHEELER’S 
RAID—SOLDIERS’ HOME. ° 


Dr. Newberry, under date of September 
30, Louisville, Ky., writes: 

‘For the last ten days we have been in 
a state of suspended animation in conse- 
quence of the raid of Forrest and Wleeler 
on the Nashville and Chattanooga road. 
For the present it has arrested all trans- 
mission of goods or persons below Nash- 
ville, and has, of course, checked the flow 
of the flood of vegetables with which we 
proposed to inundate Sherman’s army. 
As a part of this special effort, our ship- 
ments have been within the past week very 
large, about 25 car-loads, and I had made 
arrangements for keeping up an almost 
equal flow of stores for some time to come. 

‘*T have authorized the establishment of 


a Home at Paducah and another at Jeffer- 


sonville, opposite this city, in both of which 
places such institutions are greatly needed.” 





AID TO THE UNION PRISONERS IN 
CHARLESTON. 

It will rejoice many hearts to know that - 
the United States Sanitary Commission has 
opened a communicatior with our officers 
and soldiers imprisoned in Charleston, An- 
dersonville, and other places in the South. 
Through Lieut.-Col. Woodford, Agent of 
Exchange at Charleston, assurances have 
been received from Maj. Lay, the Confed- 
erate Agent of Exchange, that supplies of 
specified kinds, and packed under specified 
directions, will be safely forwarded to our 
men. The offer was received by the Com 
mission with some distrust, and it was not 
until after a thorough examination of the 
grounds of encouragement for the success- 
ful issue of an undertaking so important, 
that the decision was made. 


a al 
a s 


- quantity black pepper. 


7 quantity soap, combs and 





Dr. M. M. Marsh, the efficient agent in 
eharge at Beaufort, S. C., has already sent 


over the lines the following articles: 


94 cases beef stock. 
14 cases condensed milk. 
18 cases coffee. 

13 cases tomatoes. 
1 case cocoa. 

24 cases chocolate. 
4 cases pickles. 

4 cases jellies. 

11 bbls. crackers. 

1 bbl. dried fruit. 
25 tin cups. 


2 cases lemon juice. 

10 bottles stimulants. 

36 linen vests. 

36 linen coats. 

40 prs. pants. 

20 Ibs. tea 

202 woolen blankets. 

100 quilts. 

1,290 towels. 

1,300 handkerchiefs. 

1,150 prs. woollen socks. 

590 prs. slippers. 

750 prs. woolen drawers. 

400 prs. cotton drawers. 
pin-cushions. 400 cotton shirts. 

quantity writing paper and|780 woolen shirts. 
envelopes. 


quantity red pepper. 


A second lot is on the way, viz: 


8,000 blankets. /1,000 prs. shoes. 

2,000 shirts. 2,000 prs. pants, wool. 
2,000 prs. drawers. 1,000 blouses, wool. 
2,000 prs. socks, wool. 


If the object is attained, and no new ob- 
structions arise, the Commission will con- 
tinue the merciful work, as far as its means 


will allow. 





THE COMMISSION AND THE 
GOVERNMENT. 


Str—Although the Sanitary Commission 
has been in active operation more than 
three years, its plan of action, and what 
it tends to do or not to do, and its relation 
to the United States Government and the 


_ people, are even yet imperfectly under- 


stood, and though it has sought to do its 
work through the Medical Department of 
the army, there are Surgeons who mistake 
its object, and look to it for supplies which 
the Government is both willing and able to 
furnish. 

The object of the present article is to set 
these things in their right light, and to 
show what the Government can supply, 
and how those wants can be met, and how 
and what the Sanitary Commission is ready 
to do, and also to show the harmonious 
working of the Sanitary Commission with 
the Medical Department of the Army. 

The Sanitary Commission is merely aux- 
iliary to the Government in meeting the 
wants of the sick and wounded of the 
army, at those times and in such places as 
from the exigences of the case the Govern- 
ment is not prepared to meet. It does not 
propose either to manage or supply general 
hospitals in the rear of the army or rear of 
its basis of supplies, except in extreme or 
urgent cases. All that can be needed at 
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such places can be had of the Medical Pur- 
veyors and Commissaries of Subsistence of 
the Army, upon proper requisitions, ap- 
proved by the Medical Directors. 

I copy the lst of regular supples for 
hospitals as they appear on the suppl 
tables, viz.: 

Barley, (pearl,) beef, (extract,) cinnamon, 
cocoa, or chocolate, ‘corn starch, farina, 
gelatine, ginger, nutmegs, pepper, (black,) 
porter, sugar, (white,) tea, tapioca, wine 
and whisky. 

This comprises staples articles of light 
diet, whilst the Commissaries will furnish 
fruits, (green and dried,) vegetables, oys- 
ters, crackers, butter, etc. 

At all the principal points these articles 
can be had in unlimited quantities, and 
charged to the Hospital Fund. 

Medical Purveyors will furnish sheets, 
pillow cases, counterpanes, mattresses, mos- 
quito bars, pillows, shirts and drawers. 

All these things and many others, are 
within the reach of every Surgeon in charge 
of hospitals in rear of the army, and an in- 
spection of the Medical Purveyor’s and 
Commissary’s stores at this point shows _ 
that these departments are fully adequate 
to the whole army in this Department, and 
both the Medical Purveyors and Commis- 
saries of Subsistence, state that they can 
and do fill every proper requisition made 
upon them by Surgeons in charge of hos- 
pitals. It is a well known fact that every 
hospital can, by proper management, save 
a hospital fund sufficient for the purpose of 
purchasing all that is required over and 
above the regular ration. So far as hos- 
pital clothing is concerned, the Govern- 
ment supplies are all that is needed for the 
use of the men while in hospital. 

What then is the work of the Sanitary 
Commission ? I answer; It is intended to 
furnish what is needed as diet or clothing 
at those times, and at such points as the 
Government is not prepared to meet. 

The exigencies of war, especially when 
the lines are long, leading to the base of 
supplies, require all the attention and care 
of the Government to keep the army sup- 
plied with the proper material of war, such 
as ordnance, quartermaster’s and commis- 
sary stores. 

Here is the work of the Sanitary Com- 
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mission: By the favor of the Government 
it is allowed separate transportation, which 
is accompanied by its own agents, charged 
with the distribution of its supplies. Since 
the commencement of the campaign in the 
South-west there has not been one day in 
which there has not been either a battle or 
a heavy skirmish, involving the care of 
great numbers of sick and wounded men. 

The agents of the Sanitary Commission 
have their supplies with the army, ready 
to be distributed when needed, and no one 
who has not been with the army in time of 
battle can have any conception of the mag- 
nitude of the wants which must then be 
met. Clothing must be provided for the 
wounded; food and stimulants suitable for 
wounded men must be on hand. 

The Government can only provide the 
regular ration, and not always even that—— 
but the wounded must be provided for with 
something beside meat, bread, and coffee. 
The Sanitary Commission has all that is 
needed, and the Surgeons have but to ask 
and their wants will be suppled. 

Vegetables, in large quantities, are re- 
quired both for the sick and the well, or 
scurvy will decimate the army. The work 
of the Sanitary Commission is pre-eminently 
at the front,with the army. 

There are three thousand cars daily run- 
ning between Nashville and the front. The 
Sanitary Commission has for many weeks 
past and is now sending one hundred tons 
of supplies to the front every week from 
Nashville, and still the cry is, ‘‘ send us 
more.” To give one hundred thousand 
men four ounces of vegetables a day, would 
require one car and a half each day, or 
twenty-five thousand pounds. 

One peculiarity of the Sanitary Commis- 
sion is, that it works through and in har- 
mony with the Military and Medical De- 
partments. Its agents are accredited to 
its Commanding Generals and Medical Di- 
rectors. It sends no men to give to this or 
that man. It goes to the General and his 
Medical Director and says, we propose to 
do thus.and so for the sick and wounded. 
‘* What do you need ? And in no one case 
has a general or Medical Director turned 
to them the ‘‘ cold shoulder.” They meet 
us as friends and tell us what they need. 
We give only through the Medical Department. 


We do not know the soldiers of one 
State from those of another, we only know 
them as soldiers of the United States, 
fighting to maintain and restore our beloved 
Government. We are co-workers with | 
them. Its officers are our friends, and we 


| abundantly acknowledge the kindness with 


which they greet us in our work. 

The constant cry of misappropriation is 
false. As a class, the Surgeons of the 
Army are a humane, high-minded, and hon- 
orable set of men, working night and day 
for the good of those under their charge. 
There are bad men among them, and so 
there are among the Quartermasters and 
Commissaries. But will the loyal people 
of the North say, ‘‘ We will send no more 
supplies, because some of them are not 
properly appropriated.” As well might the 
Government say, ‘‘ We.will send no more 
stores to the army, because there are dis- 
honest Quartermasters and Commissaries.” ° 
Rather do as the Government does—search 
out the bad men, and drive them from 
the service, and put better men in their 
places. : 

In going through the warehouse of th 
Commission to-day, I counted one hundred 
barrels of dried apples, three hundred and 
fifty dozen cans of oysters, and other sup- 
plies in proportion. There is no excuse if 
the hospitals at this and other parts of the 
rear are not supplied with all they require, 
for the Government has made ample pro- 
vision and nothing but carelessness or in- 
efficiency, prevents their being used for the 
benefit of the soldiers. 

In cases where men are being sent: 
through this place, either to the front or 
the Hast, and are without clothing, where, 
as it is often the case, there is not time to 
make out the proper descriptive rolls, the 
Sanitary Commission is ready to furnish 
what is needed. But where there is time 
so to do, it can be had of the Quarter- 
master. 

The relations of the Sanitary Commission 
to the Government, the people, and the 
army, are those of the most perfect kind- 
ness that can be desired—and it is believed 
that it enjoys the full confidence of the 
Medical Bureau. 


BENI. WooDWARD, 
Inspector Sanitary Commission. 
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SCENES AMONGST THE WOUNDED. 
Rey. Mr. Grant writes from Memphis, 
July 30: 
~The work continues pretty uniformly 
the same, varied at distant and irregular 


intervals by incidents that tend to: stir 


the blood into quicker motion, and more 
firmly fix in the mind dates for future 
reference. 

On the evening of the 20th, Capt. Way 


g and myself were at the railroad depot, 


waiting for the train to come in with the 


wounded from the battle-field of Tupelo. 


At dark it arrived with its freight of muti- 
lated men, numbering about two hundred 
and fifty. Some were but sli htly wound- 
ed, others were dying of the injuries they 
had received, and a few were already dead. 
All hands were soon actively engaged. The 


evening was mild and pleasant, and the 


first thing to be accomplished was the re- 
moval of the sick and wounded from the 
ears, rendered almost intolerable by the 
offensive odor arising from the putrefying 
blood which had flowed from the wounds. 
The sight was sickening to the strongest 


_ heart, but it was no time for the indulgence 


of squeamishness. In as short a time as 


possible, all were taken out of the ears, 


the severely wounded being placed on 
stretchers, and then gently lifted into the 
open air. Cool water and a few crackers 
were very gratefully received by them, and 
they were greatly needed, for with all the 


diligence that could be used, it was one 
- O'clock at night before the last one was in | 
The strangest thing to me was 


hospital. 
the absence of all impatience and complain- 
ings on the part of the wounded. They 
seemed to think that everything was being 
done for them that could be, under the 
circumstances, and were very grateful for 
the assistance rendered. Some of them 
manifested indomitable ‘‘ pluck” to the 
last. 

One poor fellow who had a ball through 
the body, below the diaphragm, was lying 
near the door of one of the cars. When 
the stretcher was placed near him, he 
raised himself on his elbows and looked up 
into my face and said, ‘‘ Doctor, I can 
crawl on to it.” ‘‘No, lie still.” ‘‘ Jump 


in, men, and place him on the stretcher. 


Be careful, gently, gently—there, that will 
Vou. I.—No. 23, 46 
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do—now lift him into the open air.” Ask- 
ing him afterwards how he felt, he replied, 
‘‘ better, thank you. You belong to the 
Sanitary Commission, don’t you ?” 

I wished very much to ask him why he 
thought so, but others needed immediate 
attention, and I did not have time to listen 
to his answer. The next day he was dead. 
Another had both thighs terribly shattered, 
and was otherwise severely wounded by a 
minié ball. He was so very quiet that at 
first sight he appeared to be dead. Find- 
ing him on examination still alive, I mois- 
toned his face with water, and gave him 
asup of the same, which seemed to revive 
him. Smiling feebly, he said, ‘‘ thank 
you, you are very kind.” He was carried 
by hand to the hospital, being too weak 


. to endure the jolting of the ambulance. 


In an hour his spirit had thrown off its 
‘‘mortal coil,” and had winged its flight 
to that ‘‘ bourne whence no traveler re- 
turns.” 

Many similar scenes could be detailed, 
but it is not necessary. Those mentioned 
will serve to show you what your agents 
often witness. 

Since the return of the troops from the 
expedition to Tupelo, I have visited many 
of the sick in the regimental hospitals, 
relieved some of their pressing wants, and, 
I hope, remedied some defects in their hos- 
pital arrangements. 





THE SANITARY AND CHRISTIAN COM- 
MISSIONS. 


HOPKINTON, Mass., July 28, 1864. 
Dr. J. 8S. NEWBERRY: 


Dzar Strr—--I have just returned from a 
protracted tour to the West and Southwest, 
where I had the satisfaction of observing 
the operations of the Sanitary and Chris- 
tian Commissions in those departments, 
and I had proposed to sum up the results 
of my observation for the use of any who 
may desire to know the opinions of differ- 
ent individuals who have been over the 
ground. But I find that there is little left 
for me to do, since noticing in the July 
number of the Sanitary Reporter the extract 
from a communication of Rey. Dr. Thomp- 
son, of New York, who had just preceded 
me. His opinions so precisely accord with 
my own, I beg leave to indorse them most 
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heartily. I was satisfied that both the San- 
itary and Christian Commissions had their 
distinctive and most valuable offices to per- 
form, and that in those departments they 
were beiug performed as faithfully as could 
be expected, considering the imperfections 
always incident to poor human nature. 
And with nothing was I more pleased than 
the practical as well as theoretical harmony 
between the two great Commissions, for 
the humane and Christian comfort of our 
brave and patriotic soldiers. 

The good understanding prevailing be- 
tween the principal officials of these Com- 
missions at Nashville is quite satisfactory 
to every liberal and generous mind, and it 
would certainly seem as if there never need 
be any friction between these two great 
agencies, which can scarcely be regarded as 
other than real, though separate depart- 
ments of the Government itself. Here and 
there some evil-minded persons may have 
been found to disparage the one or the 
other, and perhaps both. It may have 
besn that some soldier, from some unfortu- 
nate circumstances, amid the confusion al- 
ways incident to a battle, may have failed 
to receive the aid and comfort which would 
otherwise haye been most gladly con- 
tributed. But certain it is, the great mass 
of our suffering men do fully appreciate the 
charities and self-denying efforts of their 
fellow-countrymen, and none more than 
those who are engaged in the service of the 
Sanitary and Christian Commissions. For 
if there are any true-hearted, philanthrop- 
ic, Christian men and women in the land, 
to be relied on as faithful almoners of a na- 
tion’s bounties, they are those whom I had 
the pleasure of meeting in Nashville, Chat- 
tanooga, and Huntsville. Their simple ob- 
ject being to do good, both to the bodies 
and souls of our soldiers, they cannot easily 
work otherwise than hand in hand, and 
cheerfully aid one another in their respect- 
ive spheres of labor; and while we honor 
the names of Sherman, Rousseau, Hooker, 
Howard, aud others in the field, we can re- 
gard with scarcely less respect those of 
Read, Root, Ewing, Smith, and their coad- 
jutors in the Sanitary and Christian de- 
partments of the great work of suppressing 
rebellion. 

Nor are those other benevolent efforts in 


behalf of the freedmen and poor fugitives 
less worthy of mention, since they, too, ap- 
peal to the most patriotic, humane, and 
Christian sympathies and principles of the 
nation. 
women are toiling amid countless and -gi- 
gantic difficulties in behalf of these classes 


of our fellow-countrymen, whose sufferings — 


are unknown, and can never be told to the 
great mass of our people. I bespeak for 
them the continued and increased charities 
and prayers of every patriot, philanthropist, 
and Christian. 

With the most grateful remembrance of 
your own personal kindness, I am, 

Most respectfully yours, 
J. C. WEBSTER. 





THE HOSPITAL TRAIN. 


How many of my readers ever rode an — 


hour upon the bare floor of a freight car ? 
Would not most of them wait a long time 
before commencing a journey if this was to 
be the method of their going? If any of 
them have had this experience, they under- 
stand the difference between it and the soft 


yielding seat of the passenger coach that 


only lulls to repose. 

And yet the retreating tide of maimed 
humanity that had dashed in its strength 
against the rebel strongholds in Georgia, 
is flowing from the front in just this way. 
Thousands of men, wounded in all con- 
ceivable ways, are coming forward in freight 


trains, with nothing to rest upon but thin 


beds of straw, laid upon the bottom of the 
cars. 


It is more than a hundred miles, all day 


and all night, from the front to Chattanoo- 
ga. There the wounded men rest, perhaps, 
for a time in hospitals, and perhaps not. 
Then on they go a hundred and fifty miles 
farther, all day and all night long again, to 
Nashville, and then, those who are able, a 
hundred and eighty-five miles farther, to 
Louisville. What a journey this to wear 
out the strongest man ! 

This method of transporting the wound- 
ed is not peculiar to the Army of the Cum- 
berland, and it must not be inferred that 
Government is remiss in the cause of its 
brave defenders. All available means are 
used to promote their comfort. The best 
means of transportation at hand are em- 


Earnest and faithful men and 
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ployed. Surgeons and nurses, with medi- 
cines, are sent with the trains. And here 
steps in the U. S. Sanitary Commission 
with its labor of love. At appointed sta- 
_ tions along the road its agents are ready 
with coffee, soup, sandwiches, stimulants, 
fruits, and other supplies in abundance. 
Thus the rough way is smoothed, and suf- 
fering alleviated as much as possible. 

But this is not all thatis done. There is 
now established what is properly called the 
*‘ Hospital Train.”’ It is, indeed, a hospi- 
tul on wheels. Passenger coaches are pro- 
cured, the backs removed from the seats, 
boards are laid along these seats on each 
side the whole length of the car, and upon 
these beds are spread, with nice white 
sheets and pillows, presenting a truly in- 
viting appearance. These trains are fur- 
nished with a dispensary and cooking car, 
nurses, and all the appliances for dressing 
- wounds, all under the care of a surgeon in 
charge. Besides, we have on board a ward- 
robe supplied by the U. S. Sanitary Com- 
mission, from which the men are furnished 
with clean shirts and drawers as they need 
them. Regular meals are served, their 
wounds dressed, and everything done for 
the comfort of the suffering soldier that can 
be devised in a well-regulated hospital. 
And this care is appreciated. The men 
often say, ‘‘I wish I could ride upon the 
hospital train until my wound is healed.”’ 
In describing the hospital train I should 
have said that, insome of the cars, the seats 
are entirely removed, and upright standards 
placed along each side of the passage way, 
to which stretchers are suspended by rub- 
ber bands. By slipping off the rubber 
bands the stretchers, with the patients 
- upon them, can be readily removed, and 
thus the wounded easily transferred to hos- 
pitals when the train arrives at its destina- 
tion. 

Each of these methods has its advantages , 
but both, as can easily be seen, are a great 
improvement upon the hard, jarring, spring- 
less box car. 

Again, in the freight train there is no 
communication between the cars, and it is 
very difficult to give proper attention to the 
patients while the train is in motion. Is 
it asked, ‘‘Why not use passenger cars al- 
together?” the answer is, they cannot be 


procured. There are not enough on these 
roads that can be spared to supply the de- 
mand. 

AsI sat down to write I was about to 
head my letter, ‘* Who'll contribute a car ?”’ 
If afew of the railroad companies of the 
North, who could so easily do it, would 
send us each one of their easy-going coach- 
es, how speedily could they be fitted for 
use, and what an amount of suffering might 
be saved. The farther our army advances 
into the enemy’s country, the more urgent 
the call for increased means of transporta- 
tion. 

A great part of the credit of establishing 
and. maintaining the hospital train is due to 
Dr. J. P. Barnum. He has labored since 
December, 1862, against difficulties that 
would have worn out a less earnest and un- 
selfish man. He has found a constant 
helper in the U. S. Sanitary Commission, 
which has ever been ready to furnish him 
with supplies for the suffering soldier. The 
Government have, in this work of mercy, 
gone hand in hand with the Commission. 

But much as the Hospital Train is doing, 
it is very inadequate to supply the pressing 
wants of the thousands who are coming for- 
ward from the front. 

Think, then, anew, friends of the soldier. 
As you ride on velvet-cushioned seats, 
yielding with gentle motion to every ine- 
quality; as you recline upon beds that offer 
the perfect luxury of repose, ‘think of the 
soldier wounded, shattered, in defence of 
our best privileges, as he is rushed on for 
hundreds of miles, in rattling, swinging, 
jarring, springless freight-cars, every mo- 
tion, almost, of which sends a thrill of pain 
to limbs that will never tread again the old 
familiar walks of home—that never will 
kneel again!—to limbs that never can re- 
spond again to the warm pressure of friend- 
ship’s grasp, that never can strike another 
blow for country or for right—to bodies 
that still carry the deadly missile that did 
not quite reach the seat of life—to bruised, 
aching heads, that must always ache, and 
to brains from which reason has been sud- 
denly driven by the shock of bursting 
shell. 

What a contribution have these made to 
the country ? 


Who'll contribute a car ? C. B. W. 
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SOMEBODY'S DARLING. 


Into a ward of the white-washed halls, 
Where the dead and dying lay, 

Wounded by bayonets, shells, and balls, 
Somebody’s Darling was borne one day— 

Somebody’s Darling, so young and so brave, 
Wearing yet on his pale, sweet face, 

Soon to be hid by the dust of the grave, 
The lingering light of his boyhood’s grace. 

Matted and damp are the curls of gold, 
Kissing the snow of the fair young brow, 

Pale are the lips of delicate mold— 
Somebody’s Darling is dying now. 

Back from his beautiful blue-veined brow 
Brush all the wandering waves of gold; 

Cross his hands on his bosom now— 
Somebody’s Darling is still and cold. 


Kiss him once for somebody’s sake, 
Murmur a prayer both soft and low; 
One bright curl from its fair mates take— 
They were somebody’s pride, you know; 
Somebody’s hand hath rested there— 
Was it a mother’s, soft and white ? 
And have the lips of a sister fair 
Been baptized in the waves of light? 


God knows best! he has somebody’s love; 
Somebody’s heart enshrined him there; 
Somebody wafted his name above, 
Night and morn, on the wings of prayer. 
Somebody wept when he marched away, 
Looking so handsome, brave and grand; 
Somebody’s kiss on his forehead lay, 
Somebody clung to his parting hand. 


Somebody’s waiting and watching for him— 
Yearning to hold him again to her heart; 
And there he lies with his blue eyes dim, 
And the smiling, child-like lips apart— 
Tenderly bury the fair young dead, 
Pausing to drop on his grave a tear; 
Carve in the wooden slab at his head, 
**Somebody’s Darling slumbers here.” 





f Wap Nica teh 9 


BY MRS. ROBERT S. HOWLAND. 

‘‘ Our ward fronts on the sea, and the night 
bugle-music is blown away on the sea-wind, 
and comes back to us in sweet fragments. It is 
nine o'clock: the day, full of fear and hope, is 
ended; and while I write the sick men are all 
quiet in their little camp-beds. A moment 
more and the last bugle will sound, signal for 
silence and darkness. Now it begins, and the 
notes, rising and falling, say as plainly as music 
can say anything: ‘Put it out; put it—out; put 
—it——out!’ 

‘*Tt is a clear, golden call, almost a human 
voice, falling softer and slower to the end; and 


when well played, lingering a little at the last, » 


like some one very cautiously hushing a baby 
to sleep,” &¢.—Part of a letter from the U. 8. 
Army Hospital. 


Put it out! Put it out! Put it out! 

The clear notes rising, climb 

A ladder of sweet sound, 

And from each golden round 
The ascending angels, nearing heaven, do chime, 
**God’s watch begins, put your dim lanterns out!” 


Put out each earthly light; 

It is God’s shadow falls 

Along the darkening walls, 
Closing us round, when men say “it is night:” 
He draws so near it shuts the daylight out. 


Put it out! Put it out! Put it out! 

¥Forbear each scheme of ill; 

Good angels walk the ward, 

And heaven is all abroad 
When twilight falls and earth lies hushed and still; 
Room for the angels! Put the dark deeds out. 


Put out all thoughts of care: 

Rest gently, aching head; 

He stands beside the bed, 
Who brings in peace and healing, unaware, — 
And sends soft-footed sleep to shut pain out. 


Put it out! Put it out! Put it out! 

Put out—quite out—the light. 

Hark! as the notes grow faint, 

Was that a new-voiced saint 
Who climbed with them and scaled the starry height 
Has from among us any soul gone out? : 


God’s love falls as a screen, 
Where lights burn dim and pale, 
No flickering flame shall fail, 

For with His hand held steadfastly between 


No wind can blow to put these life-lamps out. 


- Through earth’s long night He waits, 
Till to the soul’s glad eyes, 
Filled with divine surprise 
Heayen opens wide her golden morning gates: 
Then, day being come, He breathes the candle out. 





A SOLDIER’S LETTER. 


June 4.—We are at White House; the 
wounded are pouring in; forty wagons pass- 
edus. Here comes a man with his hand 
shot off. He has walked twelve miles to 
get his wound properly dressed. He seems 
to forget it, and with wild excitement 


shouts, ‘‘ Grant is the man; he is hell on™ 


the fight.” The Sanitary Commission is 


splendid. It is here tending our sick and | 


wounded. ‘Tell the ladies it does more 
good and relieves more suffering than any 


one thing in the army. Here comes another 


wagon train of wounded, every one a hero. 
Although cut and slashed in every direc- 
tion, not one of them complains. . 
June 15.—Have been on forced march for 
the last four days and nights; one hundred 


thousand of the army marched with us, | 


and it was terrible to see the men fall out 
of the ranks by hundreds, unable to move 
one step farther. One man dropped dead 
nearme. We have been two days on half 
rations—-one day with none. 
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June 17,—Charged the enemy. Had a 
terrible enfilading fire against us. Out of 
the regiment, (only four companies,) in 
killed, wounded, and missing, lost fifty, 
only one hundred and fifty going in. In the 
evening, made another charge, and then 
engaged the enemy for some time. 


June 18.—Tried to take a fort; our regi- 
ment sent to thefront. First we ran double- 
quick about one-eighth of a mile to the rail- 
road, through a shower of bullets; rested a 
moment, climbed the hill near the road; 
went double-quick. twenty yards; rested, 
_ and again ran twenty yards to a sort of 
gully. There we stayed about four hours, 
fired at continually. 


June 21.—Had to be all day in the dust; 
sun almost scorching us. 


June 22.—Worked all night on fortifica- 
tions. Saw a number of negroes. They 
are much more intelligent than I supposed, 
cleanly and brave. They have made the 
most splendid charges here on record. I 
have seen them fight right here. 


June 28.—So near the enemy can hear 
them talk. The Sanitary Commission gave 
each soldier in our brigade a ration of por- 
ter, a pickled cabbage and onions to-day. 
The Christian Commission gave each of us 
two sheets of paper and two envelopes. 
Lost my knapsack and every thing in it in 
the charge, as did the other men. 

June 29.—The Sanitary Commission is 
the greatest thing of the age—to my per- 
sonal knowledge furnishing our sick boys 
with tomatoes, pickled cabbage, chocolate, 
dried apples, corn starch, soft crackers, and 
everything essential. At work all last night 
on fortifications. 

June 30.—Worked all day cutting trees 
and carrying them to our pits to make bomb- 
proof shelter for them, as we expect to be 
ee by a fort near us. We live on hard 

ack. 

July 1.—The Sanitary Commission know- 
ing how hard our regiment has been work- 
ed, gave each man some pickled tomatoes, 
preserved chickens, chocolate, lemons, con- 
densed milk, etc. Of course very little 
to each, but my share made a new person 
of me. 

July 8.—I have been sick, but the doctor 
got for me, from the Sanitary Commission, 
farina, corn starch, turkey soup, etc., and 
built me up. Our regiment, after being in 
front of rifle pits and under a continual fire 
for eighteen days, has at last been relieved. 
When sent back Company A. had eight 
men and two corporals, and Company D. 
two men and one corporal fit for duty. 
You have no idea how much soldiers think 
of letters. When I ask sick boys how they 
feel, more than half answer, ‘‘Oh ! a great 


deal worse; have not had any letters for a . 


long time.” They seem to think that the 
cause of their illness. The names of the 


officers who carried muskets for sick or 
tired soldiers, were Lieut. Col. Pier, of 
Fond du Lac, Capt. Carpenter, and Lieut. 
Ballard. 

July 17.—The regiment has but twenty- 
nine men fit for duty. Last night Col. 
Pier hearing one of the men cough, got up 
at midnight and brought him a cup of his 
own sugar. Itis what few officers would 
have done for a private. 

July 17.—We drew a number of sanitary 
stores this afternoon, consisting of pickled 
onions, condensed milk, tomatoes, ete. I 
suppose, of course, you know that by sani- 
tary stores we mean provisions given us by 
the Sanitary Commission. 

July 18.—To-day I saw a little negro, 
(about twelve years old,) busily engaged 
trying to learn to write. He had a lead- 
pencil and an old piece of paper, with a 
copy set him at his request. He is very 
ambitious to learn, and if you would send 
him a writing book it would help. 

July 19.—Back to our old diet—hard tack 
and coffee; like it very well indeed. Pound 
it and fry it like-griddle cakes, fry it whole, 
make fish-balls of it; with coffee and sugar, 
who can complain ? 

July 24.--Our regiment at the front again. 
Tam detailed to guard baggage cars at City 
Point. Drew rations of dried apples, buy 
five cents’ worth of flour, and make pies. 
If anything ever tasted good, that’s it. 
Shall request soon to be relieved from the 
detail and join the regiment. 

Yours, 
W. H. Precxuam. 





TREATMENT OF OUR PRISONERS BY 
THE REBEL AUTHORITIES. 


kK. 


Ever since the outbreak of the war, the coun- 
try has been full of. painful rumors concerning 
the treatment of prisoners of war by the rebel 
authorities. Every returned prisoner has 
brought his tale of suffering, astonishing his 
neighborhood with an account of cruelty and 
barbarity on the part of the enemy. Innumer- 
able narratives have also been published and 
widely circulated. 

The public have been made very uneasy by 
these reports. One class have accepted them 
as true; another have felt them to be exaggera- 
ted; still another have pronounced them wholly 
false, fictions purposely made and scattered 
abroad to inflame the people against their ene- 
mies, and doing great injustice to the South. 


REPORTS OF REBEL CRUELTY. 


On the other hand, rumors have crossed the 
border, of an outraged public sentiment in the 
South, precisely on the same account; reports 
abounding there of cruelty and barbarity to the 
rebel soldiers in our hands. It has been repeat- 
edly announced that whatever restrictions or 
privations have been suffered by Northern men 
in Southern prisons, were in retaliation for 
these. 
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In the beginning of such a prodigious con- 
test as this has proved to be. breaking out in 
the midst of a people unaccustomed to war, and 
quite removed from extensive military tradi- 
tions and examples, it was vatural that many ir- 
regularities should have occurred, and many 
usages of waifare been disregarded on both 


sides; and that in the matter of prisoners espe- 


cially, where either region was suddenly inun- 
dated by many thousands, great abuses should 
have taken place, until accommodations could 
be provided and arrangements perfected. 

but these early days of ill-preparation have 
long passed away. The war has lasted more 
than three’ years. Both sections have become 
accustomed to it, and are familiarized with the 
idcas, habits and laws of military life. The 
passionate fury of one side and the patriotic in- 
dignation of the other, have had time to settle 
down, at least so far as to accept this condition, 
and make every civilized provision known in 
modern warfare, for the mitigation of its hor- 
rors and inhumanity. 


WRETCHED CONDITION OF THE RETURNED CAPTIVES. 


And yet the painful rumors, so rife at the out- 
break of the war, instead of subsiding with its 
early tumult, have lately increased to an extent 
which has seriously alarmed and aroused the 
public. The tales of cruelty and suffering have 
become even more heart-rending. Months ago 
we heard reports that our men were starving 
and fieezing in the Southern prisons. In the 
late temporary resumption of the cartel, boat- 
loads of halit-naked living skeletons, foul with 
filth, and covered with vermin, were said to 
have been landed at Annapolis and Bultimore. 
Men, diseased and dying, or physically 1uined 
for Jife, unfit for further military service, had 
been received in the stead of soldiers of the en- 
emy returned in good condition, and who had 
been well fed, well clothed, and well sheltered 
by our government during their captivity. 

But many reasons were circulated to account 
for such a difference. It was alleged that these 
emaciated men were the victims of camp dysen- 
tery, or similar distempers, and of food, which 
however good in quality and sufficient in quan- 
tity, was averse to the Northern constitution. 
Again it was alleged that the rebel army was, 
itself, sufferng for want of food and clothing, 
and that the very guards to these prisoners had 
fared no better. 

There were many among us who were willing 
to credit any statement which would mitigate 
or excuse the infamy of permitting such a con- 
dition of things. For the sake of humanity and 
the American name, they hoped that the worst 
could not be proved. 

But there were others to whom the proof was 
sufficient, and who were convinced that the 
whole was a horrible and pre-determined 
scheme, contrived for the purpose of depleting 
our armies, and discouragitg our soldiers. 

The attention of (ongress was roused, and a 
committee was appointed to investigate this and 
other alleged barbarities. Their report has just 
been published. 


COMMISSION OF INQUIRY. 


Befure, however, the result of their inquiries 
was known, the United States Sanitary Commis- 
sion, as the organ of popular humanity and phi- 


lanthropy, determined to make an independent 
investigation, and such a one as would, if pos- 
sible, put the question at rest on all points upon 
which the public mind was divided or unset- 
tled, and furnish information so full, and so di- 
rect from original sources, that every one could — 
arrive at a just conclusion. 

They accordingly appointed the undersigned 
as a Commission of Inquiry, partly because they 
were known to be removed from any political 
affiliations and prejudices, and partly because 
three of their number were supposed to be pro- 
fessionally competent to read the unerring tes- 
timony of nature in the physical condition of 
the men. 

Two distinct departments of evidence were 
thus opened. : 


MANNER OF THE INVESTIGATION. 


In entering upon their duties the Commis- 
sioners had no other wish than to ascertain the 
truth, and to report the facts as they were. For 
this they endeavored to collect all the evidence 
within their reach, and to hear and record all 
that could be said on every side of the subject. 
They were accompanied by a United States 
Commissioner, and in every case the testimony 
was taken on oath or affirmation before him, or 
in his absence before other officers equally em- 
powered. 

The mass of evidence, printed as an Appen- 
dix,:was collected during a period of several 
months, and is now arranged and classified to 
facilitate the reader’s reference. If it had been 
printed in the order in which it was taken, it 
would have been too irregular and apparently 
hetvrogeneous to have exhibited the total result 
of the investigation. But, as it now stands, it 
will be found united and homogenous enough 
in the tragical story which it tells, without va- 
riation or self-contradiction, to the country and 
to the world. ‘: 

Much of the evidence, however, is made up 
of bare abstracts of the free and full conversa- 
tions that were held with thé persons exam- 
ined, and although all the essential facts are 
preserved, yet many graphic and pathetic mi-. 
nor details are omitted, which escaped or could 
not enter the formal record, but sometimes were 
noted down by those who were present Be- 
sides this, the Commissioners were witnesses _ 
themselves, and saw and heard enough to over- 
whelm them with astonishment, and remove 
the last doubt from their minds. 

For this reason, and that the reader may share 
with them, so far as can be, the almost dra- 
matic development of the inquiry, they send 
out these pages, not in the form of a brief doc- 
umentary report, simply referring to the testi- 
mony, but as a descriptive narrative, in which 
all the salient points of the evidence and the 
results of their own observation are incorpora- 
ted together. Such a narrative need be only an 
intelligible grouping of material—its facts will 
speak best for themselves. 

VISIT TO ANNAPOLIS AND BALTIMORE. 


The Commissioners, at the very outset, were 
brought face to face with the returned captives. 

They first visited the two extensive hospitals 
in Annapolis, occupying the spacious buildings 
and grounds of the Naval Academy and St. 
John’s College, where over three thousand of 
them had been brought in every conceivable 
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form of suffering, direct from the Libby Prison, 
Belle Isle, and two or three other Southern mil- 
itary stations. * 

They also visited the West’s Buildings Hos- 
pital and the Jarvis General Hospital in Balti- 
more, where several hundreds had been brought 
in-an equally dreadful condition. 


LIVING SKELETONS. 


The photographs of these diseased and ema- 
ciated men, since so widely circulated, painful 
as they are, do not, in many respects, adequate- 
ly represent the sufferers as they then appeared. 

The best picture cannot convey the reality, 
nor create that startling and sickening sensation 
which is felt at the sight of a human sk-leton, 


with the skin drawn tightly over its skull and 


ribs and limbs, weakly turning and moving it- 
self, as if still a living man! 

And this was the reality. . 

The same spectacle was often repeated as the 
visitors went from bed to bed, from ward to 
ward, and from tent to tent. The bony faces 
stared out above the counterpanes, watching 
the passer-by dreamily and indifferently. Here 
and there lay one, half over upon his face, with 


his bed clothing only partially dragged over 


him, deep in sleepor stupor. It was strange to 
find a Hercules in bones; to see the immense 
hands and feet of a young giant pendant from 
limbs thinner than a child’s and that could be 
spanned with the thumb and finger! Equally 
strange and horrible was it to come upon a man 
in one part shrivelled to nothing but skin and 
bone, and in another swollen and misshapen 
with dropsy or scurvy; or further on, when the 
surgeon lifted the covering from a poor half un- 
conscious creature, to see the stomach fallen in, 
deep as a basin, and the bone protruding 
through a blood-red hole on the hip. 

Of course these were the worst cases among 
those that still survived. Hundreds like them, 


and worse even than they, had been already laid 


in their graves. 

The remainder were in every gradation of 
physical condition. Some were able to sit up 
and to move feebly around their bed; others 
were well enough to be out of doors; many were 
met walking about the beautiful grounds of the 
Naval Academy—by a curious and probably ac- 
cidental compensation on the part of the Gov- 
ernment, swung to this Paradise on the Severn 
from the sandy little island in James River and 
its bleak and bitter winds. 


EVIDENCES OF MENTAL SUFFERING. 


But however unlike and various the cases 
were, there was one singular element shared by 
all, and which seemed to refer them to one 
thing as the common cause and origin of their 
suffering. It was the peculiar look in every 
face. The man in Baltimore looked like the 
man just left in Annapolis. Perhaps it was 
partly the shaven head, the sunken eyes, the 
drawn mouth, the pinched and pallid features 
—partly, doubtless, the grayish, blighted skin, 
rough to the touch as the skin ofa shark. But 
there was something else: an expression in the 
eyes and countenance of utter desolateness, a 


* The Commissioners would acknowledge the courtesy 
and hospitality of the accomplished and efficient Sur- 
geon in charge of the Hospital at the Naval Academy, 
Dr. Vander Kieft, by whom every facility for conducting 
the inquiry was heartily given. 


look of settled melancholy, as if they had pass- 
ed through a period of physical and mental ag- 
ony which had driven the smile from their 
faces forever, All had it; the man that was met 
on the grounds, and the man tuat could not yet 
raise his head from the pillow. 

It was this which arrested the attention of 
some of the party quite as much as the remark- 
able phenomenon of so many emaciated and 
singularly diseased men being gathered togeth- _ 
er, all, with few exceptions, having been 
brought from the same prisons in the South. 

Every one who was questioned contributed 
his part to swell the following account of pri- 
vation, exposure and suffering. 

The vail is now to be lifted from two of the 
nearest and most noted Southern stations for 
prisoners. There appear, indeed, occasional 
glimpses of places of captivity in Danville, Vir- 
ginia, and Andersonville, Georgia, but the chief 
interest centres upon Libby and Belle Isle, at 
Richmond. 


THE HIGH CLAIM OF THE SOUTHERN PEOPLE. 


Before, however, the narrative proceeds, two 
things must be borne in mind: 

First, that we are now penetrating into the 
arrangements of a people who claim, and have 
so far maintained their entire independence of 
the United States Government; who have organ- 
ized a government of their own; who have also 
organized immense and powerful armies; who 
had, in the beginning, so far prepared them- 
selves, and, during the last three years, have so 
far completed their preparations, as to be able 
to match, and all but overpower one of the 
strongest military establishments ever known. 

Let them, for the moment, be taken for what 
they claim to be: ‘‘The Confederate States of 
America,” a mighty government, and a ‘‘supe- 
rior race,” first in civilization, in culture, and 
in courage; distinguished for all that is mag- 
nanimous, chivalric, humane, hospitable, and 
noble, for all the graces and refinements, and 
highest developments of individual and social 
life. 

MODERN TREATMENT OF PRISONERS OF WAR. 

Furthermore, another thing must be borne in 
mind: that, in these days of civilized warfare, 
the cowardly and barbarous usage no longer 
prevails of maltreating prisoners of war, but the 
moment a conflict is over, every sentiment of 
christianity and humanity rises to mitigate the 
bloody horrors of the field. The distinction of 
friend and enemy is no longer known. 

The surgeon, with the high sense of profes- 
sional duty in which he has been educated, goes 
equally to all. The prisoners taken are not 
thrown into dungeons, nor shut up in jails, but 
put into barracks. They are made as comfort- 
able as the arrangements necessary for their 
safe keeping will permit. They are sheltered, 
warmed, fed and clothed, in all necessary res- 
pects, as well as the soldiers that vanquished and 
captured them. They become, for the time be- 
ing, part of the military family of the enemy, 
and are made subject to the same sanitary and 
other regulations. 

Their barracks are never overcrowded; suffi- 
cient area is allowed for exercise and fresh air; 
so much bathing is permitted, and even insist- 
ed upon, for the sake of cleanliness; their food 
is in every respect the same as that consumed 
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by the army within whose lines they are; their 
clothing is all that they need. Such a thing 
as robbery of their private property is unknown, 
or never tolerated if known. 


TREATMENT OF THE SICK, 


When sickness overtakes the prisoner he is 
removed to the hospital, taken from his bunk 
and placed upon a bed, and then, whatever dis- 
tinction existed before vanishes entirely; every 
kindness and attention, every remedy and deli- 
cacy that a sufferer needs, is freely and gener- 
ously given. ‘ 

Such is the high principle and noble usage 
which prevails in modern warfare. The per- 
fection of its arrangements is a matter of pride 
and honor among soldiers, and the proper boast 
of every Christian government. 

We now turn to the people and government 
at present waging war with our Governfnent, 
and who, through a deadlock in the cartel, hold 
tens of thousands of United States soldiers as 
prisoners of war. 


Ed. 


The first fact developed by the testimony of 
both officets and privates is that prisoners were 
almost invariably robbed of everything valu- 
able in their possession, sometimes on the field, 
at the instant of capture, sometimes by the 
prison authorities, in a ‘quasi official way,” 
with the promise of return when exchanged or 
paroled, but which promise was never fulfilled. * 
This robbery amounted often to a stripping of 
the person of even necessary clothing. Blank- 
ets and overcoats were almost always taken, and 
sometimes other articles, in which case dam- 
aged ones were returned in their stead. 

This preliminary over, the captives were 
taken to prison. 

The Libby, which is best known, though also 
used as a place of confinement for private sol- 
diers, is generally understood to be the officers’ 
prison. 


DESCRIPTION OF LIBBY PRISON. 


It is a row of brick buildings, three stories 
high, situated on the canal, and overlooking 
the James River, and was formerly a tobacco 
warehouse. The partitions between the build- 
ings have been pierced with doorways on each 
story. 

The rooms are one hundred feet long by forty 
feet broad. In six of these rooms, twelve hun- 
dred United States officers, of all grades, from 
the Brigadier General to the Second Lieutenant, 
were confined for many months; and this was 
all the space that was allowed them in which to 
cook, eat, wash, sleep, and take exércise! It 
seems incredible. Ten feet by two were all 
that could be claimed by each man—hardly 
enough to measure his length upon; and even 
this was further abridged by the room neces- 
sarily taken for cooking, washing and clothes- 
drying. 

At one time they were not allowed the use of 
benches, chairs or stools, nor even to fold their 
blankets and sit upon them, but those who 
would rest were obliged to huddle on their 
haunches, as one of them expresses it, ‘‘like 


* No instance of the promise being kept appears in the 
evidence, but there have been occasions reported, though 
very rare, where money was returned, but even then in 
depreciated Confederate currency. 


so many slaves on the middle passage.” After 
awhile this severe restriction was removed, and 
they were allowed to make chairs and stools for 
themselves, out of the barrels and boxes which 
they had received from the North. 

They were overran with ‘vermin, in spite of 
every precaution and constant ablutions. Their 
blankets, which averaged one to a man, and 
sometimes less, had not been issued by the 
rei els, but had been procured in different ways; 
sone imes by purchase, sometimes through the 
Sanitary Commission. The prisoners had to 
help themselves from the refuse accumulation 
of these articles, which having seen similar 
service before, were often ragged and full of 
vermin, 

THE ROOMS OVERCROWDED. 


In these they wrapped themselves at night, 
and lay down on the hard plank floor in close 
and stifling contact, ‘*wormed and dovetailed 
together,” as one of them testifies, ‘‘like fish in 
a basket.” The floors were recklessly washed 


’ late in the afternoon, and were therefore damp 


and dangerous to sleep upon. Almost every 
one had a cough in consequence. 

There were seventy-five windows in these — 
rooms, all more or less broken, and in winter 
the cold was intense. Two stoves in a room, 
with two or three armfuls of wood to each, did 
not prove sufficient under this exposure, to- 
keep them warm. } . 

The regulations varied at different periods in 
stringency and severity, and it is difficult to 
describe the precise condition of things at any 
one time, but the above comes from two offi- 
cers, Lieutenant Colonel Farnsworth and Capt. 
Calhoun. As it happens, they are representa- 
tives of the two opposite classes of officers con- 
fined in the Libby. The former coming from 
Connecticut, and influentially connected at the 
North, was one of a mess to which a great pro- 
fusion of supplies, and even luxuries, were 
sent. The latter coming from.Kentucky, and 
being differently situated, was entirely depend- 
ent upon the prison fare. 

These officers were there during the same ~ 
season, but never became acquainted. The 
accounts of each, which will be found in the 
evidence side by side, are here combined and 
run together, 

From their statements it appears that the 
hideous discomfort was never lessened by any 
variation in the rules, but often increased. The 
prison did not seem to be under any general 
and uniform army regulations, but the captives 
were subject to the caprices of Major Turner, 
the officer in charge, and Richard Turner, in- 
spector of the prison. 


GUARDS ALLOWED TO SHOOT THE PRISONERS. 


It was among the rules that no one should go 
within three feet of the windows, a rule which 
seems to be general in all Southern prisons of 
this character, and which their frequently 
crowded state rendered peculiarly severe and 
difficult to observe. The manner in which the 
regulation was enforced was unjustifiably and 
wantonly cruel. Often by accident, or uncon- 
sciously, an officer would go near a window, 
and be instantly shot at without warning. The 
reports of the sentry’s musket were heard al- 
most every day, and frequently a prisoner fell 
either killed or wounded. : 
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It was even worse with a large prison near 
by, called the Pemberton Buildings, which was 
crowded with enlisted men. The firing into its 
windows wasa still more common occurrence. 
The officers had heard as many as fourteen 
shots fired on a single day. They could see 
the guards watching for an opportunity to fire, 
and often, after one of them had discharged 
his musket, the sergeant of the guard would 
appear at the door, bringing out a dead, or 
wounded soldier. 


INSTANCES OF SHOOTING. 


So careless as this were the authorities as to 
the effect of placing their prisoners in the power 
of the rude and brutal soldiery on guard. It 
became a matter of sport among the latter ‘‘ to 
shoot a Yankee.” They were seen in attitudes 
of expectation, with guns cocked, watching the 
windows for a shot. Sometimes they did not 
even wait for an infraction of the rule. Lieut. 
Hammond was shot at while in a small boarded 
inclosure, where there was no window. only an 
aperture between the boards. The guard 
caught sight of his hat through this opening, 
and aiming lower, so as to reach his heart, 
fired. A nail turned the bullet upward, and it 
passed through his ear and hat-brim. The offi- 
cers reported the outrage to Major Turner, who 
merely replied, ‘‘ The boys are in. want of prac- 
tice.” The sentry said, ‘‘He had made a bet 
that he would kill a damned Yankee before he 
came off guard.” No notice was taken of the 
occurrence by the authorities. 

The brutal fellow, encouraged by this impu- 
nity, tried to murder another officer in the 
same way. Lieutenant Huggins was standing 
eight feet from the window, in the second story. 
The top of his hat was visible to the guard, 
who left his béat,-went out into the street, took 
deliberate aim, and fired. Providentially he 
was seen, a warning cry was uttered, Huggins 
stooped, and the bullet buried itself in the 
beams above. 


MURDER OF A PRISONER AT DANVILLE. 


Very much the same thing is mentioned as 
happening to the prison buildings at Danville. 
A man was standing by the window conversing 
withsprivate Wilcox. At his feet was the place 
where he slept at night, close under the win- 
dow, and where his blanket lay rolled up. He 
had his hand on the casement. The guard must 
have seen his shadow, for he was invisible from 
the regular beat, and went out twenty feet to 
get a shot at him. Before the poor fellow could 
be warned, the bullet entered his forehead, and 
he fell dead at the feet of his companion. 

Almost every prisoner had such an incident 
to tell. Some had been shot at themselves a 
number of times, and had seen others repeated- 
ly fired upon. One testifies that he had seen 
five hundred men shot at. 

The same brutal style of ‘“‘sporting ” while 
on guard, seems to have prevailed wherever the 
license was given by this cruel and unnecessary 
rule. Captain Calhoun mentions that while 
he and his companions were on their way to 
Richmond from Northeastern Georgia, where 
they were captured, they stopped at Atlanta, 
and just before they started, a sick soldier who 
was near the line, beyond which the prisoners 
were not allowed to go, put his hand over to 
pluck a bunch of leaves that were not a foot 


from the boundary. The instant he did so, the 
evar caught sight of him, fired, and killed 
im. 

Another instance of equal skill in ‘‘ shooting 
on the wing,” will be noticed in the case of the 
soldier who only exposed his arm an instant in 
throwing out some water, and was wounded, 
fortunately not killed, by the rebel bullet. 
Something of the same kind was related in the 
course of conversation, but is not in the evi- 
dence, as happening at the Libby, when an 
officer was shot while waving his hand in fare- 
well to a departing comrade. 

But there were cruelties worse than these, 
because less the result of impulse and reckless- 
ness, and because deliberately done. There 
Opens now a part of. the narrative which is as 
amazing as it is unaccountable. 

The reader will turn to the heart-rending 
scenes of famine which the testimony before 
the Commission has exposed. 


FAMINE IN LIBBY. 


The daily ration in the officers’ quarter of 
Libby prison, was a small loaf of bread about 
the size of a man’s fist, made of Indian meal. 
Sometimes it was made from wheat flour, but 
of variable quality. It weighed a little over 
half a pound. With it was given a piece of beef 
weighing two ounces. 


SOUTHERN FOOD. 


But it is not easy to describe this ration, it 
was so irregular in kind, quality and amount. 
Its general character is vividly indicated by a 
remark made in conversation by one of the 
officers: ‘‘I would gladly,” said he, with em- 
phatic sincerity, ‘‘ gladly have preferred the 
horse-feed in my father’s stable.” 

During the summer and the early part of the 
fall, the ration seems to have been less insuffi- 
cient, and less repulsive than it afterwards be- 
came. At no period was it enough to support 
life, at least in health, for a length of time, but 
however inadequate, it was not so to such a re- 
markable degree as to produce the evils which 
afterward ensued. 

It was about the middle of last autumn that 
this process of slow starvation become intoler- 
able, injurious, and cruel to the extent referred 
to. The corn bread began to be of the roughest 
and coarsest description. Portions of the cob and 
husk were often found ground in with the meal. 
The crust was so thick and hard that the pris- 
oners called it iron-clad. To render the bread 
eatable, they grated it, and made mush out of 
it, but the crust they could not grate. 

Now and then, after long intervals, often of 
many weeks, alittle meat was given them, per- 
haps two or three mouthfuls. At a later period, 
they received a pint of black peas, with some 
vinegar, every week. The peas were often 
full of worms, or maggots in a chrysalis state, 
which, when they made soup, floated on the 
surface. 


DREAMS AND DELUSIONS. OF FAMINE. 


Those who were entirely dependent on the 
prison fare, and had no friends at the North to 
send them boxes of food, began to suffer the 
horrible agony of craving food, and feeling 
themselves day by day losing strength. Dreams 
and delusions began to distract their minds. * 


* The very same phenomenon occurred during the 


> 


730° 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 





Although many were relieved through the 
generosity of their more favored fellow prison- 
ers, yet the supply from this source was, of 
course, inadequate. Captain Calhoun speaks of 
suffering ‘‘a burning sensation on the inside, 
with a general failing in strength. ‘I grew so 
foolish in my mind that I used to blame myself 
for not eating more when at home.” ‘* The 
subject of food engrossed my entire thoughts.” 
** Captain Stevens having received a box from 
home, sat down and ate to excess, and died a few 
hours afterward.” ‘*A man had a piece of ham 
which I looked at for hours, and would have 
stolen if had had a chance.” 

One day, by pulling up a plank in the floor, 
they gained access to the cellar, and found 
there an abundance of provisions: barrels of 
the finest wheat flour, potatoes and turnips. Of 
these they ate ravenously until the theft was 
discovered. 


‘ 
SUPPLIES SENT FROM THE NORTH WITHHELD. 


But the most unaccountable and shameful 
act of all was yet to come. Shortly after this 
general diminution of rations, in the month of 
January last, the boxes, which before had been 
regularly delivered, and in good order, were 
withheld. No reason was given. Three hundred 
arrived every week, and were received by Col. 
Ould, Commissioner of Exchange, but instead 
of being distributed, were retained, and piled 
up in warehouses near by, and in full sight of 
the tantalized and hungry captives. Three 
thousand were there when Lieutenant Colonel 
Farnsworth came away. 

There was some show of delivery, however, 
but in a manner especially heartless. Five or 
six of the boxes were given during the week. 
The eager prisoner, expectant perhaps of a 
wife’s or mother’s thoughtful provision for him, 
was called to the door and ordered to spread 
his blanket, when the open cans, whether con- 
taining preserved fruits, condensed milk, to- 
bacco, vegetables, or meats, were thrown pro- 
miscuously together, and often ruined by the 
mingling. 

THIEVING OF THE BOXES. 


These boxes sometimes contained clothing, 


as well as food, and their contents were fre- 
quently appropriated by prison officials. Lieut. 


celebrated Darien Exploring Expedition, under Lieut. 
Strain, some yearsago. The whole party suffered star- 
vation ; a number of them died, and the remainder were 
rescued when they had become emaciated and debili- 
tated nearly to the point of death. 

‘“‘ From the time that food became scarce to the close, 
and just in proportion as famine increased, they revelled 
in gorgeous dinners. Truxton and Maury would pass 
hours in spreading tables loaded with every luxury. 
Over this imaginary feast they would gloat with the 
pleasure of a gourmand.’’—Darien Explor. Exped., Harp. 
Monthly, vol. x., p. 613. 

The party separated, Strain and Avery being the least 
exhausted, and going on before the others to obtain suc- 
cor if possible. 

‘At length starvation produced the same singular 
effect on them that it did on Truxton and Maury, and 
they would spend hours in describing all the good din- 
ners they had ever eaten. For the last two or three 
days, when most reduced, Strain said that he occupied 
almost the whole time in arranging a magnificent dinner. 
Every luxury or curious dish that he had ever seen or 
heard of composed it, and he wore away the hours in 
going round his imaginary table, arranging and chang- 
ing the several dishes. He could not force his mind 
from the contemplation of this, so wholly had one-idea— 
food—taken possession of it.’’—Darien Explor. Exped., 
Harp. Monthly. vol. x., p. 150. 


McGinnis recognized his own home-suit of citi- 
zen’s clothes on one of them, pointing out his 
name on the watch-pocket. 

The officers were permitted to send out and 
buy articles at extravagant prices, and would 
find the clothes, stationery, hams and butter 
which they had purchased, bearing the marks 
of the Sanitary Commission. 

In one instance this constant thievery be- 
came an unexpected advantage to the inmates. 
After the famous ‘ tunnelling out,” by which 
so many effected their escape, the guards con- 
fessed that they had-seen the fugitives, but sup- 
posed. that they were their own men stealing the 
boxes! The tunnel, after running under the 


‘street, had its outlet near where the boxes were 


piled up. 

All through the winter and late into the 
spring was this suffering, chiefly from hunger, 
prolonged. There is evidence of its continu- 
ance even so late as the month of May last. 

Surgeon Ferguson, who was confined there 
at that time, gives a most painful picture of 
what he saw: 

‘* No one can appreciate, without experience, 
the condition of the officers in the prison dur- 
ing the twelve days of my stay; their faces were 
pinched with hunger. I have seen an officer, 
standing by the window, gnawing a bone like a 
dog. I asked him, ‘What do you do it for? 
His reply was, ‘It will help fill up.’ ” 

‘‘They were constantly complaining of hun- 
ger; there was a sad and insatiable expression 
of face impossible to describe.” 

There is no suffering that can be mentioned 
greater than that of the slow and lingering 
pains of famine, except it be perhaps the ago- 
nies of absolute death from hunger— but of this 
no Libby evidence was collected. The descrip- 
tion of Libby life might therefore end at this 
point so far as having reached the climax of all 
possible misery on the one hand. and of all pos- 
sible barbarity on the other. But the testimo- 
ny developes still other instances of cruelty 
which may as well be introduced here, in order 
to show the animus of the Confederate authori- 
ties. 

CRUEL PUNISHMENTS. 


It is stated that for offences, whether trivial 
or serious, the prisoners were consigned to 
cells beneath the prison, the walls of which were 
damp, green and slimy. These apartments 
were never warmed, and often so crowded that 
some were obliged tostand upallnight. It was 
in these dungeons that the hostages were 
placed. 

DISPOSAL OF THE DEAD. 


But the inhumanity was not confined to the 
living. It extended even to the disposal of the 
dead. The bodies were placed in the cellar, to 
which the animals of the street had access, and 
very often were partly devoured by hogs, dogs 
and rats. The officers had the curiosity to 
mark the coffins in which they were carried off, 


‘to find out whether they were buried in them, 


But they proved to be only vehicles for bearing 
them away, returning a score of times for 
others. 

This must have been the case with privates 
only, who occupied part of the prison, as it is 
mentioned that the officers generally secured by 
contributions, made up among themselves, me- 
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tallic coffins and a decent temporary deposit in 
a vault for those of their number who died, un- 
til they could be removed to the North. 

One other incident may be noticed which is 
quite in keeping with all the rest, but without 
the foregoing catalogue of outrages to humani- 
ty would appear too shocking to be credible. 


THE MINING OF LIBBY. 


At the time Kilpatrick made his nearly suc- 
cessful raid on Richmond, the city was thrown 
into a panic by his approach, and the prison 
Officials deliberately prepared—so the story runs 
—a more expeditious way of closing the career 
of their prisoners. It was somewhat more mer- 
ciful than starvation, because it substituted in- 

_ stantaneous death for an endless agony of dy- 
ing. The negroes gave the first intimation to 
the captives of what was going on.* Richard 
Turner took care to dash the hopes of his cap- 
tives as well as add to their anxiety, by inform- 
ing them that ‘‘Should Kilpatrick succeed in 
entering Richmond, it would not help them, as 
the prison authorities would blow up the pris- 
on and all its inmates.” Lieutenant Latouche 
was overheard observing to a rebel officer with 
whom he had entered the cellar where the two 
hundred pounds of powder were said to be 
placed, ‘‘‘There is enough there to send every 
damned Yankee to hell.” Turner himself said, 
in the presence of Colonel Farnsworth, in an- 
swer to the question, ‘‘ Was the prison mined ?” 
“Yes, and I would have blown you all to Hades 
before I would have suffered you to be rescued.” 
The remark of Bishop Johns is corroborative as 
well as curious, in reply to the question, 
‘* Whether it was a Christian mode of warfare 
to blow up defenceless prisoners!” 
the authorities are satisfied on that point, though 
I do not mean to justify it.” 

The idea is so monstrously shocking that the 
mind hesitates to grasp it, or believe it. Many 
will try to see in it only a menace to deter any 
further attempt to take Richmond by a raid. 
And yet the evidence, even if it does come by 
rebel admissions, has an air of diabolical sin- 
cerity. A remark of Turner’s justifying the 
act, which was mentioned to one of the Com- 
missioners, but accidentally omitted in the for- 

' mal testimony, gives quite a decided turn to 
the very natural probability that the fiendish 
plan was resolved upon: ‘‘Suppose Kilpatrick 
should have got in here, what would my life 
have been worth after you all got loose. Yes, I 
would have blown you all to Hades before I 
would have suffered you to be rescued.” This 
was his argument and self-justification in brief, 
though somewhat more at length at the time. 

The act was altogether consistent with the 
characters of the three men who had authority 
over the prison—General Winder, the Com- 
mander of the Department, Major Turner, Com- 
mander of the Prison, whose brutality is fully 
illustrated by his management of it, and Rich- 
ard Turner, Inspector of the Prison, by occupa- 
tion a negro-whipper, (see the testimony of 
Colonel Farnsworth, ) and whose savage nature 
vented itself in frequent acts of personal insult 
and physical violence toward the prisoners. 

Be the story true or false, it is at any rate con- 

sSummately befitting and consistent, inasmuch 


* “Dug big hole down dar, massa. Torpedo in dar, 
sure !’’ 


‘‘Tsuppose | 


as the strongest reasons for its probability may 
be derived from the other facts that have now 
been narrated. If true, it is strongly corrobo- 
rative of the vindictive purpose which animates 
the Confederate authorities. History may yet 
write it so, and therefore the Commissioners do 
not pass it over in silence because of any doubt 
that may cling to it. 

Let the spectacle that probably came so near 
taking place, be at least the appropriate crown 
and close of this portion of the narrative; the 
Union raiders, bounding over the fortifications 
of Richmond, intent upon rescuing their com- 
panions from a captivity worse than death—and 
the three great brick buildings lifted bodily 
into the air and let down in one stupendous 
crush and ruin upon the living forms of twelve 
hundred helpless men. 
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THE U.S. SANITARY COMMISSION 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in 
June, 1861, in accordance with the reeommen- 
dation of the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Army, and its appointment and plan of organi- 
zation were approved by the President of the 
United States. Its present organization is as 
follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. OC. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Now York. 

Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. E. Shiras, U. S. A. 

R &. Wood, Assistant Surg.-Gen’l U.S. A. 
Wolcoi Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Hove, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

_C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I, 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, Ill. ; 
Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D. C. 
Horace Binney, Jr., Philadelphia, Penn. 
Rey. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penn. 
C. J. Stillé. i es 
Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, IL 


OFFICERS: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. 8S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 


Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 

William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrangements 
for supplying information gratuitously, with regard to 
patients iu all the United States General Hospitals. 


For information relative to patients in the Hospitals in 
New York, New Jersey, the New England States, Hast- 
ern Virginia, Maryland, District of Columbia, North 
Carolina, South Carolina, Florida and Louisiana, address 
** Office of Sanitary Commission, Washington, D. C.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address ‘‘ Office of 
Sanitary Commission, No. 1,307 Chestnut Street, Phila- 
deiphia.”’ 


For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, Indiana, 
Tilinois, Missouri, Iowa, Kentucky, Tennessee, Missis- 
sippi, and Arkansas, address ‘Office Sanitary Com- 
mission, Louisville, Ky.’’ 


In all cases the name, rank, company, and regiment of 
the person inquired for should be given, and where he 
was when last heardfrom, If the application is by letter, 
the answer will be sent by return of mail; if in person, 
it will be answered at once; or if by telegraph, an 
answer will be returned immediately at the inquirer’s 
expense, 


&ay~ Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, and 
others, can scarcely serve the cause of humanity more 
effectually than by frequently and widely disseminating 
a knowledge of the above, among those who have friends 
in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, unuer special author- 
ity of the President of the United States, maintains 
an extensive system of agencies for securing the 
safe conveyance to, and distribution of, goods put 
in its charge for the sick and wounded at points 
where they are most wanted. It operates with 
e yual care and generosity at all points—at New Or- | 
leans and at Washington, before Charleston and at 
Chattanooga—its distributions being governed by @ 
comparison of the wants of the patients in all cases. 
The following is a list of depots, to which auxiliary 
societies, and all disposed to aid the sick and 
wounded, without reference to States or localities, 
but simply to their relative necessity for assist- 
ance, are invited to send their offerings: 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 West 
Street, Boston, Mass. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10 3d 
Avenue, New York. 

Sanitary: Commission, Branch Depot, No. 1,307 
Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner Vine 
and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, O. Tete 
Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 Mad- 

ison Street, Chicago, Ill. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 Ad- 
am’s Block, Buffalo, New York. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 4th 
Street, Pittsburg, Penn. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 Lars" 
ned Street, Detroit, Mich. 

‘, Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Columbus, 
hio. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth Street, 
Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid what- 
ever from the Government, and is wholly depend- 
ent on the voluntary contributions of the public for 
the means of sustaining its operations. Contribu- 
tions to the Treasury are solicited, and may be 
transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., Treasurer, 
68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


¥ 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


General Superintendent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, Washings 
ton, D. C. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. 

Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, Washe 
ington, D. C. : 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between 13th and 14th Streets, 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad Station. 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D. O. 

Soldier’s Lodge, 76 Kingston Street, Boston. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broadway, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio—Col. G. W. D. Andrews, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill.—O. N. Shipman, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, Sup’t. 
James Morton, Special Relief Agent. , 

Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn,—L. Crane, Sup’t and 
Relief Agent, 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, Ohio SSD ws | he 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, Ohio—Joseph Jerome, Sup’t 
and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn.—C. W. 
Christy, Sup’t and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, Sup’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Orleans, La.—C. F. Howes, Sup’t. 


AGENCY FOR PENSIONS, 
William F. Bascom, Pension Ageut, Washington, D. O 





HOSPITAL, CARS. 
Between Washington and New York—Sol. Andrews, 
M. D., Surgeon in charge. 
Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 
Between Louisville and Chattanooga—Dr, J. P. Bars 
num, Surgeon in charge. 


SANITARY STEAMER, 
James River—Elizabeth. 
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FRED'C 8. COZZENS, 


Aine Merchant, 


73 WARREN STREET, 
NEW YORK, 


(Opposite Hudson River Railroad Depot,) 


PENNSYLVANIA AVENUE, 
Washington, D. C., 


(Two doors from Willard’s.) 





Imported Wines, 
Brandies, &c., 


OF THE PUREST QUALITY, 


Medicinal & Sanitary Purposes, 


Such as are extensively used in the 


UNITED STATES HOSPITALS, 


- AND BY THE 


SANITARY COMMISSION, 





- ALSO, 
American Wines, 
Of the Highest Grades. 





SOLE AGENT IN NEW YORK AND WASHINGTON FOR 
LONGWORTH’S 


Sparkling and Still Catawba Wine 


_Brandies, &c., &c. 


FAIRBANKS 










ih 
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Adapted to every Branch of 
Business. | 





MANUFACTURED ONLY BY 


THE GRIGINAL INVENTORS, 


ET PAIRBANKS & OU, 


St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 
0 
PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CO., 
No. 252 Broadway, New York. 


FAIRBANKS & BROWN, 
No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. 


FAIRBANKS, GREENLEAF & Co., 
, Wo. 172 Lake Street, Chicago. 


FAIRBANKS & EWING, 
Masonic Hall, Philadelphia. 


FAIRBANKS & CoO., 
No. 246 Baltimore St., Baltimore. 


bes= 


w= Descriptive Circulars furnished or 
mailed to any address, on application to 


either of the above. 
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OFFICE OF THE 





D., 


COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 
CORNER WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 





Authorized Capital, = = = $5,000,000 


Cash Capital, paid in, ra $200,000 


“ 


This Cémpany issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


With or without Participation in Profits, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of | 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 





Losses will be Promptly ee and Paid. 


————— +2 


DERE CTVTORS: 


EDWARD ROWE, EZRA NYE, BENJ. E. BATES, _ HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
ALBERT G. LEE, JOHN D. BATES, B. C. MORRIS, Jr. S. N. DERRICK, 
GEORGE MILN, FRED. H. BRADLEE, JOSEPH MORRISON, CHARLES HICKOX, 

J. C. MORRIS, EDWARD ©, BATES, DAN’L W. TELLER, N. 0. NIMS.: 

ROB'T BOWNE, WILLIAM MACKAY, 


B. C. MORRIS, Pres’t. 
WM. M. WHITNEY, ec’y. 


- 


» 
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OFFICH OF THE ie 
Columbian (Stlarine) Insurance 
COMPANY, 


CORNER OF WALL AND NASSAU STREETS. 





CASH CAPITAL, - = = $1,000,000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863, 


omumeanene gr Acces, January. 1, 1864 28 ee Seek $3,140,930 80 
Ce TeUINS, be ee le I io diels ew eeae 3,252,256 76 
BExcess of Harned Premiums over Losses, &c. ........cc cece see eccees 1,137,063 33 
_ Reserve for Estimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies ...... 441,206 49 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates of same) on. 
Paid Premiums Harned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 


a eg oS IF ET Vo aig: 0 g\'e) Gpn.Sw i/al'e\'s 0) oho 0.00, eednalaneiene weeel ss 269:614 80 
Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Earned Premiums............. Firs scstoiats 15 per cent. 
Pivigendorte year to Stockholders...) . 0... 6.05 enone. REARS? 26 per cent. 


LOSSES PAID IN GOLD upon Risks on which the Premium is paid im like Currency. 


DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in lieu of scrip, at the end 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH, (guaranteed by certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 
YORK FORM OF POLICY, as follows: 


Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 
PER CENT. 
2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cent. 


3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. 


Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 


premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum of 
one hundred dollars. 


DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, M. F. MERICK, MOSES MERICK, 
DANIEL W. LORD, WM. B, OGDEN, DAVID J. ELY, 
GEORGE MILN, JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
JOHN ATKINSON, B. ©. MORRIS, WM. H. POPHAM, 
THOS. A. C. COCHRANE, ANDREW J. RICH, B. C. MORRIS, JR., 
WM. H. HALSEY, DAN’L W. TELLER, EZRA NYE, 
THOS. BARRON, JOHN D. BATES, JR., HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
ROLAND G. MITCHELL, CHARLES HICKOX, THOMAS LORD, 
ALBERT G. LEE, ROBERT BOWNE, ROBERT 8S. HOLT, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, - LAWRENCE MYERS, J. B. GRIFFIN. 
O. L. NIMS, S. N. DERRICK, 

THOS. LORD, Vice-President. B. C. MORRIS, President. 


WM. M. WHITNEY, 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 
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E. & H. T. ANTHONY, 


MANUFACTURERS OF PHOTOGRAPHIC MATERIALS, 
501 Broadway, New York. ? 


CGRAP ES. 


Our Catalogue now embraces considerably over 


FOUR THOUSAND 


different subjects, (to which additions are continually being made, ) of Portraits of 
Eminent Americans, etc., viz.: 


110 Major Generals, 550 Statesmen, 











230 Brigadier Generals, 1380 Divines, 
270 Colonels, 116 Authors, 
90 Lieut. Colonels, 34 Artists, 
250 Other Officers, 120 Stage, : 
82 Officers of the Navy, : 66 Prominent Women. 


147 Prominent Foreign Portraits. — ) 
2,500 COPIES OF WORKS OF ART, 


Including reproductivns of the most celebrated Engravings, Paintings, Statues, &e.: 


CATALOGUES SENT ON RECEIPT OF STAMP. © 
An order for One Dozen PICTURES from our Catalogue will be filled on receipt of $1.80, and sent by mail, free a 


PHOTOGRAPHIC ALBUMS. 


Of these we manufacture a great variety, ranging in price from 50 cents to $50 each. 
Our ALBUMS have the reputation of being superior in beauty and durability to any others. - 


They can be sent by mail at a postage of one cent per oz. 


We also keep on hand a large assortment of 


STEREQSCOPES AND STEREOSCOPIC VIEWS. 


Our Catalogue of these will be sent to any address on receipt of stamp. 
} EK.& H. T. ANTHONY, 


Manufacturers of Photographic Materials, 
501 BROADWAY, NEW YORK, 


Friends or Relatives of Prominent Military Men will confer a favor by sending us their 
likenesses to copy. They will be kept carefully, and returned uninjured. 


je FINE ALBUMS MADE TO ORDER for Congregations to present to their Pastor 
or for other purposes, with suitable inscriptions, &c. 


A fine assortment of Stereoscopic Views of the Battle Fields, &c., of the present War. 


a EE 


SANITARY COMMISSION 
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‘Tue Sanitary Commission BULLETIN ts pub- 
lished on the first and fifteenth of every month, and 
as it has a circulation, gratuitous or other, .of above 
14,000 copies, it offers an unusually valuable medium 
for advertising. 

All communications must be addressed to the Editor, 
at the office, 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia, and 
must be authenticated by the names and addresses of 
the writers. 

As the eontinuance of the publication of the But- 
LETIN is uncertain, depending on that of the war, and 
on the resources of the U.S. Sanitary Commission— 
the Standing Committee feels a certain degree of re- 
luetance to solicit subscriptions for it—and thereby 
to pledge the Commission to its issue for a definite 
period. 

The Committee understand, however, that some of 
their friends to whom it is now sent gratuitously, ex- 
_ press a wish to pay for it, and they therefore give 

notice that the sum of two dollars, remitted to the 
Treasurer, (G. T. Srrone, 68 Wall street, New 
York, or No. 1307 Chestnut street, Philadelphia,) 
will secure its being sent to such contributor during 
the remainder of the current year, unless its publica- 
tion be sooner discontinued. 
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PHILADELPHIA, OCTOBER 15, 1864. 











No. 24. 





THE FUTURE. 

Hiruerto the Bulletin has been issued 
from New York, and as it has gone out 
through the several ‘ Branches”’ to the re- 
moter constituencies of the Commission, has 
done a good work. 

Hereafter it will be distributed from the 
office of the “Canvassing and Supply De- 
partment” in Philadelphia, and it is hoped 
that a work no less useful, will be accom- 
plished by it in the future. The Standing 
Committee has decided to associate it more 
intimately with the department for canvass- 
ing and supplies; as a natural and needful 
adjunct to the great work of the Commis-. 
sion among the people at home. 


It may be well enough to inquire here, 
what this home-work is, and what responsi-. 
bilities it involves ? 

Our duty to the soldier in the field, can- 
not be accomplished, without the co-ordinate 
efforts of the people, and that these efforts 
may be made to harmonize more efficiently 
with the established machinery of the Goy- 
ernment, and with the Sanitary Commission 
as a civil arm of the Government, we propose 
that the thorough and systematic co-opera- 
tion which has done so much in the past, 
be re-animated and strengthened afresh, for 
the few remaining months of the conflict. 


The Commission is a representative agent, 
standing between the people and the army ; 
its proper function being to administer good 
to the soldier from his home, and in so far 
as may be, from the soldier to his home. | 

To aid it in this generous service, the 
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land is filled with relief associations under 
a variety of names, which co-operate with 
the central ‘“‘ Branches”’ in the several 
States, collecting among themselves, and 
distributing, through the field-agents of the 
Commission, whatever may be gathered from 
the thousands of tributaries, that are insti- 
tuted and fostered by the benevolence and 
patriotism of the people. 


ASSOCIATE MEMBERS. 


We have a little army of associate mem- 
bers—men—men of intelligence and power, 
each one of whom should consider himself 
a centre of information, and of financial in- 
terest in behalf of the soldiers, and should 
feel the responsibility of his position. It is 
designed that the Bulletin shall go to 
each one of these gentlemen every fortnight, 
and ask him the question, Are you doing 
your duty ? 

The responsibility that attaches to such 
members of the Commission, when it is 
realized, will stimulate to energy and suc- 
cessful effort. 


LADIES’ AID SOCIETIES. 

We have a still a larger army of associ- 
ates, who are women—women of intelli- 
gence and power, of whom it may be said, 
that none ever before did so much for their 
country, as have the women of America 
done for this country; and though the his- 
tory of time may not write what they have 
done, and are continuing to do, they will 
have within. themselves the compensating 
reflection, that their record is on high. The 
Bulletin will visit them every fortnight to 
cheer them in their labors—to tell them 
what is being done with their contribu- 
tions—to invite them to perseverance, faith, 
and hope, and to ask them to report through 
its columns what they may, of good in the 
cause. 


CHURCHES. . 
We have an army of churches, through 
which much good has been accomplished in 
this behalf. The Bulletin will go to them by 
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their pastors, to thank them for what they 


are doing for the soldier; to thank them for 
sending so many good and true men to work 


through the Sanitary Commission, for the _ 


afflicted in hospitals, and the needy in 
trenches. 
The history of the Commission, in all 
departments of the army, demonstrates the 
efficiency of scores of Christian students 
and ministers, as well as of devoted, reli- 
gious laymen, who have, without ostenta- 
tion and display, been doing a noble Chris- 
tian service, the depth and purity of which 
can only be known to thousands of recipi- 
ents. Continue in well-doing, will be the 
admonition of pastors, and good heed will 
be given to it by a liberal people. 
. Letusall shake hands—societies, churches, 


people, and agree to do our share to make 


the last winter of the war, the richest win- 
ter in good gifts to the soldiers, the noblest 
winter in good deeds by ourselves, the most 
glorious winter in the evidence of concen- 
tration and unity, power and victory. 


DOLLARS AND LIVES. 


In a recent letter from a friend of the 
soldier, in front of Petersburg, who asks for 
help, the following sentiment is expressed : 


lives.” 
Some people complain of taxation, high 


prices, and scarcity of labor, and thus ex- - 


cuse themselves for not doing what they 
are prompted to do for the army by their 
better natures. They set dollars against 
lives. They might retrench in their personal 
expenses—they might avoid at least one 
half their luxurious pleasures; give up their 
follies, and become wise enough, not to count 
dollars worth anything, except so far as 
they contribute to benefit the race. 

False views of economy lead many into 
practices which tend to poverty; while a 
liberal and generous expenditure for good, 
multiplies the good to the giver, which it 
bestows upon them that need. 


“ T hope I shall never set dollars against . 
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“ There is that scattereth and yet increaseth; 
And there is that withholdeth more than is*meet, but 
it tendeth to poverty.” 

Let our friends throughout the country 
remember this lesson. They will be invited 
to continue their contributions as long as 
the war shall continue. The more they 
give, the more lives will be saved ; the more 
men are saved, the sooner the war will end. 
When you are asked for dollars, or for what 
dollars represent in material, think of lives 
to be saved ; if not saved—prolonged, if not 
prolonged—comforted. Scatter your dollars, 
and reap the increase. Withhold them not, 
that you may not be poor. If the Govern- 
ment is swept away, your dollars will all go 
too. If we save the Government by saving 
men to defend it, we keep our wealth, our 
honor and peace. Let us continue to clothe 
and comfort the sick and wounded with a 
generous hand, that in so doing, we may sus- 
tain the nation and ourselves. 


TO THE LADIES. 

County Counciis.—It is respectfully 
suggested tu the Associate Managers of the 
United States Sanitary Commission in the 
several local organizations throughout the 
States, to call councils of their co-laborers 
in each county where there is a Society, for 
the purpose of considering their work, and 
the best means of securing permanent effi- 
ciency. 

These are times when men are meet- 
ing together in convention, to consider 
plans for serving the country and perpetu- 
ating the Government, and why not women 
add the influence of their joint council in 
behalf of the same cause, by pledging them- 
selves anew to the soldier, who claims at 
their hands a support which he can receive 
from no other source. 

The moral power of the Ladies’s Aid 
Societies throughout the country, is but too 
little estimated. Their value as a means of 
increasing true patriotism, of harmonizing 
discordant sentiments, and of promoting 
unity and concord at home, is not suffi- 


ciently appreciated. The more frequently 
they meet, the more extensive their social 
intercourse, and the more fruitful their 
labors,—the more good will be done, not 
only to the sick and wounded, but to the 
cause of unity and liberty throughout the 
land. Already West Chester county in 
New York, and Susquehanna county in 
Pennsylvania, have moved in this direction, 
and we hope to see every county in all the 
loyal States, where societies exist, following 
in the same line of effort. 

Call councils everywhere. Ask the co- 
operation of all Associate Members. Invite 
those who are not members to join with 
you. Bring together men, women and 
children, without respect to name or rank. 
Make offerings, great and small, not for 
veterans only, but for the new army of five 
hundred thousand men who have gone into 
the field, to endure hardships and expo- 
sures, to which they have been strangers 
hitherto. 

A new army, and a new campaign, de- 
mand a.re-organization at home, a fresh 
call for volunteers, and another dra/t upon 
the exhaustless patriotism and benevolence 
of our people. 

Let it be made without delay. — 


LETTER FROM A CHAPLAIN. 


The following is an extract of a letter 
from a Chaplain of the army, written while 
in hospital, where he is confined by illness: 


Permit me also, through you, to thank 
the Sanitary Commission for the many favors 
received by me, both here and at Washing- 
ton, while sick and needy. Had not this 
and kindred agencies, ministered to my ne- 
cessities, the Lord only knows what I should 
have done. ; 

I have not had an extensive acquaintance 
with this institution, but from what I have 
seen and experienced of its operations here, 
at Washington, and at White House Land- 
ing, Va., 1 know the U.S. Sanitary Com- 
mission is doing a great, and good, and 
noble work, and a work indispensible in the 
existing condition of our country. There 
is and must be, after all that is done to re- 
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lieve it, an immense amount of suffering ; 
but oh! who can tell how much more there 
must have been but for this and other be- 
nevolent agencies through which the friends 
of our country, of God, and of humanity, 
are seeking to save life, relieve suffering, 
' and bless our brave soldiers of the Army 
and sailors of the Navy. God bless.the 


Sanitary Commission, and may its useful-. 


ness and its means of usefulness continue 
and increase, so long as this ‘“ cruel war” 
shall Jast, and until the thousands of suffer- 
ing soldiers and sailors shall need it no 
longer. 


LETTER FROM NEW JERSEY. 


This week I have been in two churches, 
in one of which, they raised seventy-five 
dollars to be expended for flannels to make 
up into garments for the soldier. The 
ladies appear ready to go to work in good 
earnest. We have good congregations, and 
all appear resolved to aid in relieving the 
sick and wounded. One large gathering at 
a Sunday-school pic-nic, did a noble thing. 
There were eight or nine schools represented 
of different denominations, making an au- 
dience of about one thousand people. The 
parents and children of the whole surround- 
ing country seemed to be on hand. The 
superintendents and officers, and teachers of 
each school, were organized into executive 
committees to take charge of the work in 
their respective localities. We had a very 
interesting time! * ™ * In another 
place, the people seemed prejudiced against 
the Sanitary Commission, but after present- 
ing our cause, they resolved to get up a fair 
and festival, the avails of which have 
amounted to five hundred dollars, and will 
be equally divided between the Sanitary 
aud Christian Commissions. 


AN AMERICAN SCHOOL-BOY. 


A contribution of five dollars to the Treasury 
of the U. 8. Sanitary Commission, has recently 
been received from James B. Meier, an American 
School-boy in Dusseldorf, Russia, through the 
President of the United States. 


CHEER TO THE LADIES. 


(From a clergyman of this city, who has 
been several weeks visiting the hospitals in 
front of Atlanta and along Sherman’s whole 
line from Louisville southward, we have 
these words of cheer.) 


* * * * “T have now followed and care- 
fully watched your supplies for the sick and 
wounded, from the time they leave your 
hands until they reach their destination. 
From close personal observation, I know 
their history in every particular, and I hope 
that I may be spared to return and report it. 

“You need no exhortation, dear ladies, 
to perseverance in your blessed work. The 
Lord records it all, in his book of remem- 
brance; and you will see, one day, how far 
you have been from over-estimating its 
practical benevolence. You are doing some- 
thing, with God’s blessing, to redeem war, 
even a necessary war, from utter barbar- 
ism.”— Cleveland Branch San. Com. 


HOSPITAL LETTER. 

The following letter has been received at 
this office, and although it is but a repeti-. 
tion of testimony that. is daily given, coming 
as it does from a hospital steward, who has” 
peculiar opportunities for knowing what the 


soldiers get, it merits peculiar attention. 


Having just been discharged from the 
service of the United States, where I have 
served for a period of three years and five 
months, I deem it my duty to make known 
the great benefit the Sanitary Commission 
has been to the army. It has to my own 
knowledge been the means of saving hun- 
dred of lives, by timely arrival of supplies 
for the sick and wounded. 

I would particularly mention the first — 
battle of Fredericksburg, fought in Decem- 
ber, 1862, Chancellorsville, Gettysburg, and 
many others too numerous to mention. 
During General Grant’s campaign in Vir- 
ginia, the labors of this institution were un- 
ceasing, and with the necessary supplies 
furnished, when sorely needed, saved many 
lives. The Commission has also provided 
fresh vegetables for the army, which have 
done much during the past summer in pre- 
venting sickness. I would assure the Com- 
mission that the sokdiers appreciate all that 
has been done. It would be out of my 
power to particularize all the many acts of 
kindness which the Commission has ren- 
dered to the soldiers in the field. 


THE COMMISSION IN THE VALLEY. 


The following extracts from letters indi- 
cate the care with which the interests of 


—- 
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the wounded in battle are guarded, by an- 
ticipating as far as possible their need. 
Dr. Jenkins, the General Secretary, and Mr. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary for the 
Hast, with agents, who have been accus- 
tomed to such scenes, and others who are 
volunteers, are also present with ministra- 
tions of mercy to the brave men under the 
brave General Sheridan : 


From G. A. MUHLECH. 


HARPER’s Ferry, 
September 28, 1864. 


Our work in Winchester is fairly begun. 
The pressure on Sanitary Commission is 
truly immense. The Union Ladies’ Asso- 
ciation has commenced its noble task; the 
town has been divided in seven districts, 
and those ladies have selected their Presi- 
dent for each ward. They alone draw from 
the Commission, and have commenced to 
do so yesterday. Miss Harris has been as- 
signed to the Sheridan General Field Hos- 
pital (outside of the town); two fine large 
sents have been put at her disposal. I have 
sent her a small stock of such articles as 
the will mostly need in her extra diet 
kitchen. ‘The surgeon in charge is pro- 
foundly thankful for her timely assistance. 
The intention of establishing a depot of 


supplies at Strasburg, for the convenience 


of our Field Agents, had to be given up. 
Mr. Smith is in charge of the storehouse, 
assisted by Col. Fach, who will relieve Mr. 
Blazier in the field. Messrs. Adams and 
Marsh are regular hospital visitors. Mr. 
Burdell, on a special and most pressing ap- 
plication of the Medical Director, has been 
appointed a temporary clerk to the vast 
Sheridan Hospital, where everything is yet 
in ‘utter confusion. 


MarTINSBURG, Va., 
Sept. 29, 1864. 


Two heavy car loads of stores were for- 
warded by me to this point yesterday. 
* * * * * 

We worked till late this night, unloading 
one of Adams’ Express cars, and loading 
our own six wagons. As to forage, very 
little has come up yet, and with much diffi- 
culty I succeeded in drawing for 12 horses 
and 3 days. Captain May, Post Quarter- 
raster, in this, showed me much kindness. 
* * * x * k 


A train for Winchester will leave Mar- 


o 





tinsburg to-morrow. I will try and have 
our train ready to start with it. Mr. Ban- 
nister informed me by telegraph that three 
more agents had reached the Ferry. I tele- 
graphed back to have them sent up here 
with the first freight train. I expect them 
every moment. One of the gentlemen will 
be temporarily assigned by me to remain 
and take charge of this post until I can 
make the selection. The building I have 
In use requires some repairs, and locks and 
keys. I shall leave sufficient funds in the 
hands of the agent for this purpose. Thus, 
if nothing happens, I shall reach Winchester 
to-morrow night. - Our stores will hold out 
till then, and the goods I bring up consti- 


tute a large and well selected stock. 
a x * > * * 


THE COMMISSION IN NORTH CAROLINA. 
From GEorRGE B. PAGE. 


Newser, N. C. DEPARTMENT, 
September 10th, 1864. 


* * * During ghe week I have re- 
ceived and stored a choice and timely in- 
voice of stores shipped by Mr. Collins from 
New York. 

Within this week we have issued thirty- 
eight requisitions, twelve to regular and gene- 
ral hospitals, one to naval hospitals, four to 
families and orphans of N. C. Union Vol- 
unteers, besides the disposition of an amount 
of green vegetables still furnished by the 
garden, consisting for the week of 10 bush- 
els of tomatoes, 14 bushels potatoes, 12 
melons, 6 bushels of beets, 1 bushel gher- 
kins, $ bushel of green peas, $ bushel okra, 
and 5,130 pounds marrowfat and Hubbard 
squash. The peas are the first fruit of a 
second crop from the same ground as the 
first, and matured for the table in forty-one 
days from the planting. The squash is not 
all issued, it seems a favorite vegetable on 
the fleet. 

Mr. F.'A.S. Perry, Relief Agent, arrived 
on the 8th, in good time for service on the 
new stores. There is an occasional demon- 
stration of the enemy on our lines, but 
nothing serious. Nefugees are coming into 
our lines in large numbers; some of them 
say they have been “in the bush” since 
’61, but are now hunted out by the severity 
of the rebel conscription. Some of them 
have made their way in from Wake and 
Chatham counties, and from beyond Raleign. 
It is perhaps: better to receive them thus, 
than to capture them after their willing 
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bullets have thinned our patriotranks around 
Petersburg and Richmond. 

The predictions of an unhealthy fall, seem 
to be realized. Some very malignant cases 
of bilious fever have occurred, mostly among 
refugees and poor natives in unfavorable 
locations in town. e 

I have the pleasure of enclosing a con- 
tribution from the gallant Captain Graham, 
of our North Carolina Rangers’’Troop. The 
seccnd contribution from the same magnan- 
imous source. 


NOTES FROM CITY POINT—T. C. PARRISH. 
_A FORGERY. - 


My travelling companion, a gentleman 
of considerable prominence in the Com- 
mission, met with a lady in the greatest 
distress on account of a letter she had re- 
ceived from a friend of her husband, inform- 
ing her that he was very ill, and not ex- 
pected to live. She had come all the way 
from Indiana, and here she was at City 
Point, among strangers, not knowing how 
to act, and in the® greatest tribulation. 
What was she todo? Heaven only knows 
what she would have done, had not the 
. Sanitary Commission found her; she was a 
stranger, and we took her in, gave her a 
tent to herself, and fed her with the best at 
our command. We hunted the hospital 
through to find her husband, and were just 
about taking steps to seek him at the front, 
when she met with an old acquaintance, 
who told her that her husband was well ; 
and on the next day we had the husband 
all safe and sound with his wife, and found 
that the letter was a forgery. 


ARRANGEMENT OF HOSPITALS. 


The general hospital. here is divided into 
corps hospitals, each having its own dis- 
tinct officers. The corps hospitals are again 
sub-divided into wards, and the wards again 
‘into tents, each tent holding about twenty 
patients. 

The Commission has a general storehouse 
in the shape of a barge, at City Point, and 
this ‘storehouse is divided as the general 
hospital is, into corps. storehouses, then 
again the stores are distributed through the 
different wards, by relief agents; and thus 
the supplies go from the loyal people of the 
North through these various avenues to the 
loyal soldiers of our Army. Then again, 
there are individual cases in hospital whom 
the light diet—light, in distinction from 
the heavy diet, or reen!ar rations distributed 


to well men, does not agree with. For these 
men the Commission has established a 
‘ Special Diet Kitchen,” and from this all 
the delicacies at our command are carefully 
prepared and given out. 


INCIDENTS. 


I have lately been acting as a relief 
agent, and in the course of my rounds met 
with a great many interesting items. A 
good many of my colored men were in that 
desperate charge at Petersburg, in which so 
many a noble soldier, (colored though he 
was,) fell, struggling for the future of his 
race. They tell some wonderful stories 
about it, and it was undoubtedly one of the 
fiercest charges of the war. One old grey- 
headed man, said, ‘‘ Massa, when I went in 
dar, I jes had these thoughts, tinks I, I 
mus kill dem Jonnys; I mus die, and I» 
mus go to de heben.” If prayers can avail 
anything, the friends of the Union may feel 
sure of its safety. One of the boys here 
told me the other day, ‘‘ dat if praying to de 
good Lord were any help, Massa Lincum 
would hab a heap on it.” , 


TREATMENT OF REBELS, 


We receive the Rebs and all, just as they 
come, believing that the golden rule “ Do 
unto others as you would have them to do 
unto you,” does more towards winning back 
such men than all the cruelties to which our 
brave soldiers are subjected by the Southern 
chivalry. / Ly ke : 


LETTER FROM CITY POINT. 
Ciry- Point, Va., 
September 25, 1864, 

My mess here is. with experienced sur- 
geons of far more than ordinary character 
and professional ability, and conversation 
turns every day upon important matters 
touching their professional experience in 
the army; which, very often too, have direct 
or indirect reference to the work of the 
Sanitary Commission, in which my own in- 
terest is unabated. Though I hold no official 
relation with you, I cannot forbear recording 
and sending to you a fact, and an inquiry. 

1. In a hospital, averaging over 500 pa- 
tients for months past, there has been this 
season seen no case of scurvy; and very 
little, if anything, of scorbutic tendency — 
and predisposition. . 

In the autumn of 1862, in the Shenan- 
doah Valley, the same surgeons found, at 
one time, thirty men in a single regiment, 
suffering from well marked symptoms of 
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scurvy, and in five of them the disease fully 
developed; while in most of the numerous 
cases of sickness, the power of resistance to 
disease had been awakened and the -con- 
trolling and restoring power of medicines 
greatly impaired by the scorbutic condition 
of the men generally. The men, they say, 
do not succumb to disease this year, as in 
other years, and they rally and recover 
more readily under proper medical treat- 
ment, and this after one of our hardest 
‘campaigns. I record only the spontaneous 
testimony of my medical friends here, when 
I tell you that they attribute much of this 
result to the large and constant supply of 
varied vegetable food supplied in the year 
past, both by the Government and the Sani- 
tary Commission. 

2. Per contra. The testimony of all ob- 
servers here, as well as at the South and 
Southwest, is, that the mortality among the 
colored troops is, relatively to that among 
white soldiers (where both have the same 
shelter and equal medical attendance) alarm- 
ingly in excess. 

These gentlemen, after making all proper 
(and very great allowance) for the morbid 
depression which always succeeds in the 
uneducated negro to the loss or suspension 
of physical health and enjoyment, yet sug- 
gest the inquiry—whether the same pains 
have been taken and the same success ob- 
tained, in supplying the prophylactic diet 
referred to above, to the colored as to the 
white men ? 

I am very authentically informed, too, 
to-day, on the testimony of a Virginian, 
long familiar with the region along the 
James and Appamatox, that the peculiar 
malaria of these farms has been proverbially 
fatal to black men. These hints suggest 
inquiries which all of us may further prose- 
cute. I will do my part. 

J. V. Van INGEN. 


The greater mortality of colored troops, 
under similar circumstances of diet and ex- 
posure with white troops, is an interesting 
inquiry for physiologists and philanthro- 
pists. It is well known that the per cent- 
age of death among negroes in penitentia- 
ries is in excess of white prisoners, with the 
same treatment. 

We doubt very much if the difference in 
the army is accounted for by any lack of 
care of negro troops. ; 


THE CHRISTIAN COMMISSION. 

The inquiry is sometimes made, “ Why 
need there be two Commissions to do the 
same work?” This is a reasonable inquiry, 
demanding a fair consideration and a just 
answer. Coincident with the commence- 
ment of the war, the U. 8S. Sanitary Com- 
mission was organized, embracing in its 
various branches men and women of all 
political and religious creeds, of all profes- 
sions and occupations in business, and as- 
suming a broad, national, catholic character, 
went forth to its noble service. It had to 
do with an American army, collected from 
all parts of the loyal North, and represent- 
ing every branch of industry, every phase 
of social life, and all forms of religious 
faith. It grew up, on this mixed idea, and 
has spread its influence into almost every 
family, asking the people to feel and to 
give, and to labor for the soldiers, as it is 
our privilege to labor for brothers standing 
between our hearthstones and fields of blood, 
to defend the institutions of civil and reli- 
gious liberty, which have been the boast of 
our government from its natal day until 
now. In our brother soldiers it recognized 
human frailty that needed support, moral 
weakness that needed succor, spiritual life 
that needed quickening, and physical suf- 
fering that claimed our most earnest sym- 
pathy and faithful care; and, so far as the 
people have furnished means, the extended 
agencies of the Commission have employed 
them for the entire good of the army and 
navy. It has never made the teaching of 
religious doctrines, as such, a part of its 
system, because it is not a church organ- 
ization, but it has made the practical illus- 
tration of Christian faith by Christian works 
its crowning glory. A soldier who is sick in 
hospital receives the ministration of kindness . 
from a visitor who soothes his pains, calms 
his fears, writes to his home, supplies his 
present wants, and points him to future 
good, as the ministrations of Christian sym- 
pathy and fraternal interest. He need not 
be told that a Christian hand grasps his 
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own, or that the voice that speaks to him 
words of cheer, is a Christian’s voice. He 
realizes in himself, and for himself, the in- 
fluence and inspiration of kindness, whether 
it be in a touch, a look, a word, or the’ sim- 
plest effort to relieve. And so, the Sanitary 
Commission, as it has distributed food, 
clothing, and literature—by the ton and 
cargo—to the army and navy, for more 
than three years past, has not failed to 
make a record rich in Christian effort and 
fruit, unknown in other lands or in other 
periods of the world, and unequalled in this. 
Why, then, should there be two Commissions ? 

There need not be. There should not 
be. The cause of unity and fraternity 
would be benefitted it seems to us, by one 
grand, unbroken, and indivisible congress 
of men, women and children, all joined 
heart to heart, and hand to hand, in sus- 
taining, by their example in benevolent 
effort, the common principle of union, for 
which our armies are battling. 

But we are glad to chronicle the fact in- 
dicated by the little circular which is ap- 
pended. It is a move in the right direction. 
We are glad to see that our friends of the 
Christian Commission are beginning to realize 
the wisdom and economy of a union arrange- 
ment. Besides being the cheapest and 
most efficient plan, it promotes concord and 
good fellowship. Let the example of the 
Brooklyn and Long Island Christian Com- 
mission be followed by others. 

The following certificate is given to the 
delegates of Brooklyn and Long Island 
Christian Commission, and on another page 
of the same sheet, the order of the General 
Secretary of the Sanitary Commission ap- 
pears : 

TO ANY AGENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
SANITARY COMMISSION. 

Please honor the within if presented 
by 
Delegate holding Commission No. 

President Brooklyn and Long Island Christian Commission. 


Brooklyn, 186 


U. S. SANITARY COMMISSION, 
823 BRoaDWAY, 


New York, Sept. 14, 1864. 


To the Agents of this Commission: The 
President of the Brooklyn and Long Island 


Christian Commission is fully authorized to 


draw on you in favor of the Delegate named 


on the opposite page, for such Stores and 
Supplies as he may require to dristribute 
to the Soldiers for whom he ministers, sub- 
ject to your rules of supply as to quantity. 
You will honor his drafts, taking his ac- 
knowledgement for the articles supplied. 


General Secretary. 


MASS. SURGEON-GENERAL AND THE UJ. 8. 
SANITARY COMMISSION. 


The following is taken from a report made 
to Wm. F. Dale, M.D., Surgeon-General of 


Massachusetts, by Geo. H. Gay, M.D., Chair- 


man of a committee of surgeons sent to 
Washington to inguire into the condition 
and wants of Massachusetts troops in hos- 
pital there. 


What I saw of the practical working of 
this association at Washington and its 
neighborhood, demands that a few words 
should be said in relation to it. 

The operations of its different depart- 
ments are on an immense scale. The officers, 
executive and others, seem to have fully 
comprehended the magnitude. of the field 
for the labor. Systematized, disciplined and 
with a head, their movements proceed as 
with a knowledge of what is to be done, 
and of the material to do it with. 

The amount of actual benefit and comfort 
to the wounded soldier, to the sick soldier, 
and to the destitute soldier, since the war 
commenced, would, if known, be truly 


enormous, and a thing unheard of in all 


previous wars. It was not an unusual thing 
to see surgeons, chaplains, and others, make 


application for the relief of whole regiments, — 


companies, and individuals ; and on making 
the requisition over to Mr. Knapp, he 
would immediately issue the various articles, 
and in frequent instances would transport 
them in their own wagons. By application 
of proper persons, at proper places, nearly 
all wants could be supplied. What they 
have, they give freely ; what they have not, 
they will try to get. 


_ 
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The degree of suffering to our soldiers, if 
this Association were (?) contracted in its 
means, and limited in its facilities, would be 
wholly incalculable. : 

_ _Willingly are its benefits bestowed upon 
all. The-States, one and all, are therefore 
interested in its active continuance. Con- 
tributions constantly and freely will be 
needed, in money, and whatever may alle- 
viate the hardships of a soldier’s life, 

_whether on the battle-field, in camp, or in 
hospital. 

There was no way for me to get, without 
delay, transportation for the articles needed 

_ by the First Massachusetts Regiment. On 

talking with Mr. Knapp, he promptly and 

without hesitation sent them in two of their 
own wagons. 

Is was a gratification to Drs. Bucking- 
ham, Thaxter, and myself, to witness the 
feelings of the soldiers as they saw the 
wagons come up. Many said, “ God bless 
the ladies and all who remember us?” 

With this knowledge of the doings of 
this body, I felt nothing better could be 
done with our goods, after we had drawn all 
we needed, and given an order to supply 
any wants of Dr. Ellis, than to divide the 
remainder between this Commission and the 
younger, but excellent Association for the 
Relief of Massachusetts Soldiers. 

It is perfectly safe to say that the Sani- 
tary Commission have been, and will be, 
good managers. Give largely to them, for 
our soldiers will need largely. Spread 
freely and widely the knowledge of this 
charity among our soldiers, so that they 
may feel that if they will only ask they will 
receive. . ' 


A CALL FROM BOSTON AND NEW ENGLAND 
WOMEN’S AUXILIARY ASSOCIATION. 


No. 18 West STREET, 
Boston, Oct. 3d, 1864. 


To the People of New England :—We 
have long desired to send through New 
England, agents, who, having had personal 
knowledge of the Sanitary Commission, 
should be able to speak of it to the people. 
Our own experience and judgment tell us 
how desirable this is, if we would under- 
stand the matter thoroughly ; for the labors 
of the Commission extend from the humb- 
lest service a man can render to his brother, 
to the highest ministrations offered to the 
souls of the sick, suffering, dying men. 

The testimony of our correspondents to 
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the value of the Bulletin and other Com- 
mission publications is very strong, but 
many speak also of the need of the living 
voice to answer questions that the printed 
page has not sufficiently discussed, to meet 
uncertainties that must arise in reference to 
a work so far away; and in general to con- 
firm and illustrate the records and reports 
which cannot cover half the ground. And 
in spite of the impossibility of bringing the 
scenes of the battle-field and hospital before 
our eyes, with their double lessons of suffer- 
ing and relief we all crave, and shall as 
long as we are human, we seek as near an 
approach to this as may be possible. 

We are, therefore, very glad to be able 
to inform the friends of the great cause, in 
New England, that a system of lecturing 
has just been organized, which promises to 
meet the needs partially, if not fully. And 
we beg all persons interested to help on the 
undertaking. 

The agents will be furnished with cre- 
dentials from the Central Office, and from 
this Branch. And they and we, cordially 
invite suggestions and criticism, as well as 
hearty co-operation. 

Very respectfully, Aspspy W. May, 


Chairman Executive Committee. 


IN HOSPITAL. 


Speaking of games and puzzles for hos- 
pitals, 1 am reminded of an incident which, . 
having occurred some time ago, although in 
this Department, it will be no harm now to 
relate. But I will preface it by saying, that 
when a change of surgeons in charge of a 
hospital takes place, it sometimes happens 
that the new incumbent feels so strong a 
desire that Ais peculiar presence shall be 
felt, that he will make some changes, though 
they may not always be for the best. Now 
it happened that in a certain gangrene hos- 
pital a change occurred. The retiring sur- 
geon was a man of large heart and cheerful 
disposition. He thought that one of the 
best means of improving the health of his 
patients was to interest and amuse their 
minds, and thus turn their thoughts from 
their own sufferings. To this end he ob- 
tained from the Sanitary Commission a 
quantity of checker-boards, and a quantity 
of soft, red cedar, leaving it to the ingenuity 
of the men to make the two acquainted. It 
was not long before every man was whit- 
tling and whistling; and soon not only 
checkers and chess-men were plentiful, but 
occasional exquisite specimens of each were 
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seen, as well as all kinds of wooden bijou- 
terie. ; 

Among other things a certain Lieutenant, 
who had been by profession a carver in 
wood, being desirous of showing his grati- 
tude to the little daughter of his General, 
who had visited him with several acts of 
kindness, carved with his knife a most ex- 
quisite chain, one end of which was adorned 
with little charms or amulets, and the other 
with a cage, within which a bird sat perched 
upon his ring. This was sent by the sur- 
geon’s hand to the little girl. It was grate- 
fully received, and handsomely acknowl- 
edged by the parents, as something which 
would be highly prized. Shortly after the 
surgeon referred to was relieved for another 
post, and a new one took his place, and he 
determined that changes must take place. 
He looked around, and his eye lighted on 
the checker-boards, and whittling, (every 
man having been provided with a newspa- 
per, whereon to whittle). “Take these 
things away,” he said, “he was not going 
to have his hospital littered up with such 
things,” and “he did not believe in them.” 
A few weeks had passed away, when the 
General met and made inquiries of the for- 
mer surgeon, who was still in the room, if 
he knew how his young friend, the Lieu- 
tenant, was getting on? “ Very badly, sir.” 
‘‘ Why what is the matter?” “He is pin- 
ing away for something to do!” “ Why, 
cannot he amuse himself any longer with 
his carving and whittling?” “That is for- 
bidden and taken away from them all, sir.” 
“Taken away! For what?” “TI do not 
know, sir.’ The General elevated his eye- 
brows, and turning his head toward the 
door of the next room, where his Medical 








Director sat, he called out, “ Dr. P—— 1!” 
The Doctor appeared. “Dr. P , tell 
that fool at No.— to let his men have 


all the checkers and the whittling that they 
want.” The order was given, and the men 
began at once to improve, although they 
probably never knew that they were in- 
debted in any way to my friend Dr. W., or 
to the momentary indignation of General 
Rosecrans.— Sanitary Reporter. 


A HOSPITAL VISITOR’S FAREWELL. 


Rey. Mr. Ingraham, who has served the 
Sanitary Commission for a year past, as 
Hospital Visitor, thus closes his last letter 
regarding his work in Nashville. We take 
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the extract from the Sanitary Reporter of 
October Ist: , 


And this week closes a full year of ser- 
vice in the U. S. Sanitary Commission, a 
Commission which ‘stamps this age and 
generation of civil war and bloodshed with — 
mercy’s seal. In this great fratricidal war, 
the pure stream of benevolence and love has 
flowed beside, and mingled its life-giving 
waters with the nation’s mighty waves of 


treasure and of blood. 


And if a cup of cold water given on be- 
half of Christ shall be rewarded, what 
showers of blessings must this country yet 
receive for the countless gifts of mercy and 
of love which have been devoted with earn- 
est prayers to God. Not one of them is lost. 
Every one may not have reached its desti- 
nation. Some few here and there may have 
been altogether directed from their course, 
but each one has, nevertheless, fulfilled a 
blind mission, for it left the hands of its 
donor—the soldier’s mother, brother, sister, 
wife, or friend, warm with love and prayers. 
to Him who will answer them in blessings 
on our land—‘ on ourselves, and on our 
children.” ’ 

This past year will be an oasis in my life, 
a year of blessings to my own heart, in be- 
ing privileged to convey blessings from 
hearts at home to those around me here. 
There have been indeed all about me clouds 
of sorrow and of suffering, but in this work 
the sunshine of home, which has eome into 
hospital surrounding like a halo every gift 
of love, has intermingled with them all. 
Aside from this, the many warm true 
hearts, who, have been engaged around me 
in these ‘‘ Sanitary”’ labors, have enriched 
my own “treasury of friends” whose names 
will always remind me, that the field of 
suffering is also mercy’s harvest-field, where 
sometimes both men and angels work to- 
gether, and where one’s heart must realize 
the truth, that it 7s more blessed to give than 
to receive. . 

/ 


TESTIMONIAL FROM LIEUT. COL. SUMMERS, 
MEDICAL INSPECTOR, U. 5. A. 
Mempuis, TENN., Aug. 24, 1864. 
Dr. L. Lewis Coxe, U. 8. Sanitary Inspector for 
the Valley of the Mississippt: 

Dear Srr—In reply to your request, ask- 
ing what my observations had been in my 
tours of inspection regarding the distribu- 
tion and use made of the “ people’s” gifts 
through the Sanitary Commission, I take 
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pleasure in stating, that I have almost 
always found more or less, and generally a 
liberal supply of them in the General Hos- 
pitals in this city, and in those at Vicksburg 
and Natchez, as well as the regimental hos- 
pitals (in the camps) at the two latter places. 

With the occasional exception, which 
occurs in camps, they invariably reach their 
proper destination, and are consumed by 
those for whom they are intended. I take 
_ pleasure in making this statement, for the 
reason that the impression has been made 
to a very considerable extent, that the 
medical officers, on duty in general hos- 
pitals, get and consume the lion’s share of 
them. J know that this is not the case 
where I have inspected, for the officers 
board out in the cities, and the exception 
is only where the hospital is isolated and at 
a distance from such accommodations. 


REPORT OF THE COUNCIL OF THE RELIEF 
SOCIETIES OF WESTCHESTER AND PUT- 
NAM COUNTIES, N. Y. 


The second Council of the Soldier’s Re- 
lief Societies of the counties of Westchester 
and Putnam, convened pursuant to adjourn- 
ment at Sing Sing on the 4thday of Oc- 
tober, at half-past twelve o’clock, P.M. 

The meeting was called to order by Mrs. 
Pierre Van Cortlandt, and Mrs. G. Hilton 
Seribner was appointed Secretary. The 
Roll of the Societies was then called, when 
it was found that the Societies of the fol- 
lowing places were represented by delegates 
in the Council, viz: . 

Garrison, 3 delegates, Mrs. H. W. Bel- 
cher, Mrs. J. M. Knox, and Mrs. W.S. Liv- 
ingstone. ; 

Peekskill, 6 delegates, Mrs. Stewart, Mrs. 
Mills, Miss Taylor, Mrs. Hussey, Mrs. Fer- 
ris, and Mrs. Abbot. 

Tarrytown Union Relief Society, 3 dele- 
gates, Mrs. Wilsey, Mrs. Wilson, and Miss 
Wilson. . 

Soldier’s Aid Society, 2 delegates, Mrs. 
Thompson and Mrs. Dodd. 

Yorktown, 1 delegate, Mrs. White. 

_ Pylis Bridge, 5 delegates, Mrs. E. Rey- 
nolds, Mrs. Ira Purdy, Mrs. Lawrence Bost- 
wick, Mrs. Horace Baker, and Mrs. J. Rey- 
nolds. 

Yonkers, 5 delegates, Mrs. Cleveland, 
Mrs. Walsh, Mrs. Scribner, Mrs. Davidson, 
and Miss Walsh. 

Irvington, 5 delegates, Mrs. Brown, Mrs. 
Woodford, Mrs. Cusby, Miss Irving, and 
Mrs. Sturgis. 
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White Plains, 4 delegates, Mrs. J. J. 
Clapp, Mrs. John Miller, Miss Silliman, 
and Mrs. Underhill. 

Harrison, 3 delegates, Mrs. David Havi- 
land, Mrs. Joseph Park, and Miss Emily 
Carpenter. 

The Societies of Dobb’s Ferry and Somers 
were represented by delegates, but did not 
give a list of their pames to the Secretary. 
The Society of Sing Sing did not send dele- 
gates, but attendeden masse. The Societies 
of Cold Spring, Mamaronick, and Bedford, 
were represented by report, but not by dele- 
gation. The Societies generally seem to be 
working with renewed energy; some of them 
have accomplished much more during this 
quarter than any other of their existence. 
The Council feels assured of the salutary 
influence of their meetings. One of the 
Societies has a valuable auxiliary, in a class 
of district school scholars, who meet with 
them, and learn the art of sewing, as well 
as contributing their work to the parent 
society. ; 


After the reading of the reports, the Pre- 
sident introduced Dr. Parrish, of Philadel- 
phia, who stated that he had seen the work- 
ing of the Commission both at home and in 
the field. He knew something of the 
wants of the army, and wished to say to 
the Council first, that many of the Soci- 
eties were suffering for the want of pro- 
per organization; that concentrated action 
was much more efficient than desultory 
efforts. He stated among other things that 
our supplies go mostly to the .Shenan- 
doah Valley and City Point. He then ex- 
plained to the Council from a diagram he 
had drawn on the black board, the complete 
workings of the Commission on the field, 
and marked out the channel in which the 
stores are carried forward until they reach 
the needy soldiers. He wished most em- 
phatically to contradict the reckless as- 
sertion that Stewards and Surgeons appro- 
priate the stores; there had been isolated 
cases of this kind, but they were exceptional, 
and the parties were, as soon as discovered, 
subjected to examination and discipline. 
The Dr. was interrogated as to whether the 
Government did not supply the needed 
stores, to which he replied, that their regu- 
lations were made before there was any such 
pressing demand as now; that they did not 
issue flannel garments, and that the delica- 
cies so needful for the sick were not admin- 
istered in field hospitals in quantities com- 
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mensurate with the demand. He believed 
that the ladies were doing more towards 
cementing our divided country, than was 
being accomplished through other instru- 
mentalities; and that if we should stop 
the supplies we should lose our hold upon 
the soldier’s hearts, our influence over them, 
and sever the tie between the liberty-loving 
sisters at home and their brothers on the 
field. He wished there might be no fac- 
tions, but that in a benevolent enterprise 
all differences of opinion might be forgotten, 
and a perfect unity of labor and feeling 
maintained in this grand work of humanity 
and Christian love. The Dr. in answer 
to an inquiry, assured the Council that 
laundries had been established in the army, 
that the clothing of the men might not be 
wasted. He then gave the Council some 
details of the deleterious influence of the 
State agencies, sent out to find their own 
State soldiers to the neglect of others. He 
encouraged the members of the various 
Societies to stand by each other, and to re- 
new their exertions, and alluded to the fact 
that there were now five hundred thousand 
more fresh troops to work for, and that 
we, and not they, were the recipients of the 
greater good. 

Mr. Hepburn was then introduced. He 
said he had just returned from the front, 
and was glad to have an opportunity to give 
the Council a glimpse of his experience. 
He had visited many soldiers, conversed 
with them personally, and had never known 
but few cases of ingratitude, and those had 
been where, for instance, the soldiers would 
not accept one lemon unless they could 
have three, and sugar enough to make them 
palatable. In most cases, however, they 
expressed much gratitude, and in one in- 
stance, a destitute soldier sent by him a 
donation of one dollar to the Sanitary Com- 
mission. He was gratified to see the better 
side of human nature manifested among the 
soldiers, and also, that they appreciated 
what was being done for them. 

The President then offered the follow- 
“Ing resolutions, which were unanimously 
adopted. 

‘« Resolved, That we hereby renew our 
pledges to our country, our army and navy, 
and to each other, by agreeing to renew 
our exertions in their behalf through the 
Aid Societies which we severally represent. 

‘¢ Resolved, That we recommend all the 
organizations now existing in Westchester 
and Putnam counties to double their dili- 
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gence, and secure during the coming winter 
larger returns from our patriotic people 
than ever before, which we will send to sol- 
diers so much in need of them.’ 

A discussion then ensued relative to our 
next place of meeting. It was thought ad- 
visable to meet with some Society on the 
eastern side of the county, after an interval 
of six months instead of three months, as 
formerly. The Council then adjourned, to 
meet on the first Tuesday of April next, 
with the Society at White Plains. After 
the adjournment, the President informed us 
that Miss Collins and Miss Schuyler, of the 
Women’s Central Relief Association, of New 
York, as well as the other two Associate 
Managers were present, and would most 
willingly give the ladies any information 
pertaining to the work that they might de- 
sire. She next invited the Council to par- 
take of an ample collation spread for their 
benefit in a room below, consisting of all 
the delicacies of the season, and so tastefully 
arranged as to tempt the most fastidious 
epicure. The ladies of Sing Sing did them- 
selves great credit in preparing this repast, 
and deserve the cordial thanks of every one 
present for the manner in which the Council 
was entertained. After many words of 
cheer, of comfort, and plans for future use- 
fulness the Council dispersed, feeling that 
the day’s experience had been to their 
patriotism a fresh baptism, and that they 
were severally pledged and consecrated anew 
to the great good work until ‘ grim visaged 
war hath smoothed his wrinkled front,’ and 
there are no more wan, emaciated faces call- 
ing to us from a thousand couches, but all — 
our brave boys are gathered to their hearth- 
stones ; and peace—an honorable peace, with- 
out taint or blemish hovers over our land. 

Mrs. PrerrE VAN CORTLANDT, 
j President. 
Mrs. G. Hinton ScrIBNER, 
Secretary. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY INCIDENT. 
Among the interesting incidents that 
have transpired in the history of aid socic- 
ties, we extract the following from the re- 
port of the late. Council held at Sing Sing, 
Niwa 
A woman sat busily plying her needle 


at one of the society meetings, when she 


heard for the first and only time in her 
life, an article read from the Bulletin. It 
was an article in reference to the Hospital 
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a 
Directory. She immediately thought of a 
poor suffering’ friend who had not heard 
from her husband in many long months, 
and who knew of no way to get information 
concerning him. She communicated with 
her friend who immediately wrote to Wash- 
ington and learned that her husband had 
sickened, died, and been buried a month. 
It was sad intelligence; but for the conso- 
lation of knowing where and how he died, 
she will ever feel deeply indebted to the 
Sanitary Commission. 


“SUFFER MOST—LOVE MOST.” 


In a quiet neighborhood, where there 
was more latent than practical patriotism, 
one earnest woman succeeded, by her energy, 
in awakening an interest in behalf of the 
country and our soldiers. .The clergyman 


of the village opened his house to this pa- 


triot woman, and all the people vied with 
each other in the service of preparing com- 
forts for the soldiers. They: started on 
blackberry brandy and cordial, and suc- 
ceeded in making 76 gallons. One night 
after the clergyman and family had retired, 
they were aroused by some one trying to 
gain admittance; they found upon opening 
the door, a humble man who was not will- 
ing to give his name, but said that his chil- 
dren had picked some berries for the soldiers, 
and that he had brought them after his 
day’s work was done, a distance of six 
miles. It was subsequently ascertained that 
this man had been drafted while the three 
hundred dollar exemption clause was in 
force. With him there was no alternative. 
His family must starve if he left them. He 
therefore sacrificed everything, save the 
bare necessities of life to raise the three 
hundred dollars. His children were stripped 
of every article of clothing save one suit 
each, and when during this time of rigid 
economy and trial, another child was born, 
it had literally “nothing to wear.” Still 
this family have grown strong through suf- 
fering, and learned that they who for their 
country’s sake suffer most, love her most. 


VOICES FROM THE COUNTRY. 
Mapison Co., N. Y.—The ladies are 
desirous to work, only waiting to know what 
to do and how to do it. Under the auspices 
of Mrs. Charles Mason, newly appointed 
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Associate Manager for this county, Madison 
will render a favorable account of itself 
hereafter. 


HerkKIMER Co., N. Y.—The rural dis- 
tricts of Herkimer are ready for organiza- 
tion. The patriotism of the people is alive. 
They will be at work soon. 


CHENANGO Co., N. Y.—Ladies greatly 
interested in the work. Twenty-one new Aid 
Societies have been formed, from whom 
most encouraging results will be seen. 
Everywhere there is a willingness to act. 
Meetings are large. Families go together 
in large wagons five and six miles to attend, 
notwithstanding the busy season among the 


farmers. 


OrsrGao Co., N. Y.—In every town visit- 
ed there is the most hearty response to the 
claims of the Commission, and the assurance 
is given that the labors of the societies 
shall be continued while the war lasts. 


Woopsory, N. J.—Little Jersey is full 
of vigor. The court house in Woodbury 
was crowded to excess a few nights since, 
and a new spirit infused into the societies. 


Brackwooptown, N. J.—Here the 
The ladies are active, 
The cause is alive in 


work is reviving. 
energetic and true. 
the hearts of the people, and hearts give 
activity to hands. Both together will do a 
good work. 

Beverty, N. J.—Beverly is awake. 
The ladies have done generous things for 
the hospital that is located in that thriving 
town, and from it will go out an influence 
that will find its place in the hospitals on 
the Appomattox and in the valley. 


SusQUEHANNA Co., Pa.—A grand re- 
animation is going on in this county. You 
will hear greater things from the hills and 
hamlets of Susquehanna for the future, than 
you have heard in the past. 


EVERYWHERE the work is going on, and 
a new life is being infused into the Societies. 
Let all be encouraged and continue to work 
in faith. 
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LETTERS FROM THE WEST. 
LEAVENWORTH, 

Sept. 10, 1864. 
Dr. J. S. Newberry, Associate Secretary, Western 

Department, U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 
Dear Sir :—I am happy to be able to say 
that your prediction that the Freedmen’s 
. Aid Societies would come forward and take 
the work as soon as the Sanitary agents 
should by necessity commence it, proves 
to be so, and I have already some help, and 
soon hope to be relieved from everything 
but my regular Sanitary work. Our hos- 
pitals are well filled, but we have not had so 
much hard sickness as we ‘anticipated from 
the most intense heat I have ever experi- 
enced. The thermometer has stood at 110 in 
the shade, with hot winds, for several days. 
Our soldiers have been on hard scouting duty, 
and many have been taken sick and left in the 
country at private houses. Colonel Ford 
was at Leavenworth last week, and I fitted 
him out with supplies for his sick, to be 

disbursed by his wife. 
Yours truly, 
J. A. Brown. 


Relief Agent. 


Brownsvi..e, Ark., 
Sept. 13, 1864. 
H. M. Way, Esq., Agent Sanitary Commission, 
Memphis, Tenn. 

Dear Sir :—Yours of the 28d ult. was 
received several days ago, but incessant 
labors have prevented its acknowledgment 
before. Everything billed has been re- 
ceived, except the 150 pounds dried fruit— 
a serious loss. ‘The supplies were very ac- 
ceptable indeed. We have still on hand a 
large part of the bedding, under-clothing, 
and some other things. As we are under 
marching orders, I expect to turn over what 


is left to General Hospital at the Bluffs—. 


this will depend somewhat upon the dispo- 
sition we make of our sick. Nothing shall 
be lost if I can prevent it. But it is a very 
difficult matter to appropriate judiciously 
and economically such supphes while we 
are moving from post to post at short in- 
tervals. J wish | had time to express to 
you in a deliberate and proper manner how 
much I think the service owes in gratitude, 
life, health, and comfort, to this stupendous 
charity. This word ‘‘Sanitary”’ has a world 
of significance to the sick soldier. “If I 
only had a can of tomatoes,” or ‘some dried 
fruit,” or ‘‘a cotton shirt,’ or “a pair of 
drawers,” or “a bottle of blackberry wine,” 
or “some soda crackers, I should be so 


glad !”? Poor fellows! their wants are often 
supplied, and they are often made glad by 
the almost omnipresence of the Sanitary 
Agent. And it is no random remark, to 
say that thousands of lives are annually ~ 
saved to the army through this instru- 
mentality. 
De Falls Bluffs is an important point. The 
Little Rock railroad taps White River here. 
Most of the army supplies shipped to this 
department are here transferred from steam- 
ers to cars. A general hospital of large 
proportions must be established, and many 
invalids will here be congregated. St. . 
Charles, eighty miles below, and on the 
river, is also a point that will require a con- 
stant garrison, though on White River, 
it is quite isolated, and Hable to be over- 
looked. Brownsville is a station on the 
railroad midway between De Falls Bluffs 
and Little Rock, some twenty-five miles from 
either place. It is also.a point of import- 
ance in the protection of the road, and as a 
base of supplies to a considerable scope of 
country between the Arkansas and White 
Rivers. But I write in great haste and 
amid much confusion, and will therefore 
conclude by thanking you for your prompt- 
ness in responding to my application for 
supplies in behalf of the sick of this com-. 
mand. I am, very respectfully, 
L. Dyn, 


Surgeon 81st Illinois Vols., and Surgeon in Chief Division 
17th A. C. ; oS 


Soxpien’s Home, 
Camp Nelson, Ky., Oct. 1, 1864. 


Dr. J. 8S. Newberry, Secretary, Western Department 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission. Saal 
Dear Sir:—I have much pleasure in 
forwarding the following report of the labors | 
of the past month at the Home: | 
Meals, . . . 12,807 Lodgings, . . 5,995 
- During the first three weeks of the month 
we were by no means crowded—-still, in such 
an establishment, there is always plenty of 
work; for the past ten days we have been 
exceedingly busy, and from present pros- 
pects we shall be fully employed during this 
month. The Home has now been in full 
operation seven months, and thousands of 
soldiers who have enjoyed the comforts and 
cleanliness of the sleeping arrangements, 
and the ample and well prepared meals, 
continually write to me that they will always 
remember the Soldier’s Home at Camp Nel- 
son with pleasure. , 
At this period of the history of the Home, 
it is very gratifying to the hearts of all who 
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are concerned, to know that such a multi- 
tude of needy soldiers have found a ‘‘ home 
indeed”’ within the walls of the most invit- 
ing scene of Camp Nelson. We are now 
thoroughly renovating the inside and out- 
side of the Home. The Post Commandant 
has ordered and the Quartermaster has fur- 
nished a very important service in that 
direction, and I doubt not we shall receive 
still further the requisites for the preserva- 
tion of the building and the comfort of the 
inmates. During the summer the “ Home” 
has been visited by people from ‘near and 
far,’—and has been the greenest ‘ oasis” 
to citizen and soldier in the now almost 
grassless waste of the camp. We have en- 
_ deavored—with great labor,—to make the 
Home picturesque as well as comfortable in 
every particular, so that hundreds of at- 
tachments for the place have arisen in the 
hearts of soldiers who have sojourned here, 
and will possibly continue long after the 
war has ceased. We are now replenishing 
the beds, and in a few days will commence 
renewing the whitewashing. Captain Hall 
has had a new roof put on every building, 
and will, undoubtedly, continue to us his 
valuable interest and assistance in our work. 
We are now prepared for the necessities of 
the winter. Since the Home was opened, 
at the end of September, we have furnished 
Meals, . . 154,776 Lodgings, . 50,775 
The foregoing facts are spfficient to estab- 
lish among the friends of the soldier the 
reputation which he takes with him to, and 
establishes, in the front of the army. 
There is a chapter in the history of this 
Home, which I have reason to believe is 
already recorded in the office of the Adju- 
tant General of the United States,—and 
which, although it cost much that was ardu- 
ous and disagreeable, will redound to the 
honor of the country, and prove that the 
work of the Commission has not been in 
vain in Camp Nelson. A home was here 
furnished to hundreds of the colored re- 
eruits which they could not obtain else- 
where, likewise protection against the force 
employed daily to return them to bondage. 
_ This Home was not assuredly erected in 
vain. In the department of stores, we have 
done our utmost to supply the wants of the 
hospitals, regiments, and individual soldiers. 
There is a school here for colored soldiers, 


under the superintendence of the Rev. J. | 


G. Fee, which from its commencement three 
months ago, to the present time, has been 
supplied by us with nearly everything which 
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it required. From the Kentucky branch 
U. 8. Sanitary Commission, I obtained for 
it a good assortment of school requisites, 
and have freely supplied it with stationery, 
and sundry other stores. The wants of the 
hospitals and entire camp are still urging 
us to ask for “more stores’’—vegetables 
especially. Yours truly, 
THOMAS BUTLER. 


GOOD NEWS FROM ATLANTA, GEORGIA. 

It having been currently stated that 
General Sherman would not permit civil- 
ians, (even Agents of the Sanitary Com- 
mission,) to go beyond Nashville, and that 
in consequence, supplies could not be for- 
warded to supplement the govermental 
issues, all will be glad to know that what- 
ever obstructions may have been in the 
way hitherto, the road to Atlanta is now 
open, the stores of the Commission are 
going forward in large quantities, and the 
work is progressing finely. General Sher- 
man is not the man to allow his troops to 
suffer. 


THE CLAIM AGENCY IN THE WEST, 

Some months ago the Commission estab- 
lished a Claim Agency in Louisville, the 
aim of which has been to give gratuitous 
aid to Soldiers, Soldier’s widows and orphan 
children in the prosecution of claims against 
the Government. 

The Agency is intended for just those 
who cannot help themselves, who do not 
know how to reach the hand of the Govern- 
ment, which only waits to recognize them 
in order to do them justice. 

Annexed is a statement of the business 
transacted there during August, and an es- 
timate of the amount it would have cost if 
transacted by individual claim agents: 





34 claims for arrears pay and bounty at $20 each $680 
PAID UC Pension, 66 540 
Seis os Prize Money, oe 40 
halle a Bounty, ee 10 
Bet Eo Horses lost in Service, © 15 
Total, ° $1,285 


YOUNG VETERAN HEROES. 

That the good people at home may know 
the character of some of the boys who wear 
the shirts sent by the Sanitary Commission, 
allow me to give a short history of two of 


 Fb2 


The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 





them who came to the Nashville office yes- 
terday, each to ask for a shirt. 

James M. Anderson, of Company D, 39th 
Ohio Veteran Infantry, lived in Miami 
Town, Hamilton county, Ohio. He en-' 
listed as a private in February 1862, and 
has served with his regiment in nine pitched 
battles. When he enlisted he was fourteen 
years and four months old. He re-enlisted 
as a veteran in December, 1863, was shot 
through the right arm at Ross’ Mills, Geor- 
gia, July 4th, 1864, and his arm amputated 
ubove the elbow the next day. He went. 
home on furlough, and is now on his way 
back to join his regiment. His knapsack 
has been stolen, and he asks the Sanitary 
Commission for a shirt and a pair of socks, 
which are given him. He says, ‘‘if I have 
lost my arm L can cook or do some other 
service for a man who can carry a musket, 
and I don’t want to be discharged till the 
war is over.” 

Robert Zinc, drummer, Company C, 18th 
Regiment, Missouri Veteran Volunteer In- 
fantry, has his home in Hdgewvod, Hffing- 
ham County, Illinois. He enlisted in Sep- 
tember, 1861, being then ten years and six 


months old. At the battle of Shiloh, 
April 7, 1862, he was shot through the 


right leg above the ankle, was in the hos- 
pital for nine weeks, and then returned to 
duty. He has been in seven battles. He 
enlisted as a veteran in March, 1864, and 
came from Marietta, Georgia, to Nashville 
afew days since in charge of wounded men. 
He has been at home but once since his first 
enlistment. 

Both of these boys wear the star of honor, 
and one of them, a medal given him by his 
regiment for good conduct. Robert had 
but one shirt, and that was in rags, and 
wanted another, which was furnished him. 

Although he is recovered from the wound 
of the leg, the sears are plain, and he says 
that sometimes on the march the left leg 
pains him so that he is obliged to ride in a 
wagon. 

Both of these young heroes are at the 
Soldiers’ Home, where their good conduct 
and quiet behavior, are marked by every 
one. Such are some of “ Our Boys!” 

B. W. 

NasuVILLE, September 6, 1864. 

OUR SOLDIERS. 

The following communication was made - 
to one of the New York city religious papers, | 
by a physician, L. P. Brockett, M.D., not 








connected with either the Sanitary or Chris- 
tian Commissions, but who, visiting the 
West on i ate business, was led both by 


professional taste and a desire to see for 


| himself the condition of the soldiers and - 


their needs, to visit the hospitals and Sol- 
diers’ Homes of the principal Western cities. 


Messrs. Eprrors :—You ask me to give 
you some incidents which came under my 
observation during a late visit to the hos- 
pitals and ‘‘ Soldiers’ Homes” of the West. 
It gives me great pleasure to comply with 
this request. It was my good fortune to 
be brought into contact with about four — 
thousand five hundred of these noble fel- 
lows, a part of them in the hospitals, and 
many others who were on their way home 
on turlough, or discharged, from severe 
wounds. Some of them were undoubtedly 
suffering severely (one died upon a train 
on the Jeffersonville road, on which { was ~ 
journeying), but from none of them did I 
ever hear a word of complaint or a groan. 
Their fortitude was wondeful. 


A MOTHER AND SON. 


One poor fellow, apparently not more 
than eighteen years of age, was at the Sol- 
diers’ Home in Louisville, where his mother ~ 
had brought him from the front after the 
terrible battle of the 22d of July, near 
Atlanta. He was terribly wounded, and 
was evidently dying. The poor mother, 
whose heart seemed bound up in her son, 
had succeeded in getting him thus far over 
that long five hundred miles of railroad, and 
with all a woman’s courage and fortitude, — 
she was striving, evidently against her own 
convictions, to encourage him. ‘‘ Come, 
sonny,” she said, ‘take a little of this cor- | 
dial; it will help to strengthen you, so that 
you can get home to-night, and then we’ll 
cure you up.” ‘The eye was fast glazing, 


the jaw had begun to fall, and the dark 


shadow had come over brow and cheek ; he 
could not swallow, but with great effort, 
looking up to her, he whispered, « Dear 
mother.” An hour later he was dead, and 
that loving, heroic mother, did bring her 
boy home that night, but it was in a coffin. 


ANOTHER. 


cere rs whom I found on the Jefferson- 
ville cars, wounded through the lungs, and 


who had fainted from the has and closeness 
of the locked cars, was brought to conscious- 


ness after considerable effort, but was evi- 


oar : 
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dently fast sinking. As he lay with his 
head on my breast, having learned how 
severe and complicated were his wounds, [ 
said to him: ‘“ You should not have left the 
Soldiers’ Home at Louisville. You were 
not able to take this journey.” ‘I know 
it,” he whispered ; ; “but I did want to see 
my mother so.’ Poor fellow! that privi- 
lege was denied him, for he died before 
reaching Indianapolis. 


INTEMPERANCE AND PROFANITY. 


_ I found far less of intemperance or pro- 
fanity among the soldiers than | had ex- 
pected. In traveling iu the cars with them 
for four days, and mingling freely among 
them, | heard but a single oath from a sol- 
dier’s lips, and in that case the swearer was 
an officer. In the case referred to above 
of the wounded soldier on the Jeffersonville 
road, I sent the nurse through the train— 
five of the cars being filled with soldiers— 
to endeavor to get some stimulant or cordial 
to administer to the poor sufferer, but not 
a drop could be found on board. I saw but 
one drunken soldier, and he was in St. Louis, 
and the conductor said was a deserter. 


TESTIMONY OF SOLDIERS. 


I found abundant evidence that the Sani- 
tary Commission was doing a world of good 
among the soldiers, and that its Iabors are 
highly appreciated by them. Its officers 
and agents have been most indefatigable in 
their work in the Western army, and it is 
the testimony of soldiers, officers, and sur- 
geons, that they have saved thousands of 
lives and an untold amount of suffering. I 
had the opportunity of an extended acquaint- 
ance with Dr. Newberry, the Western Sec- 
retary of the Commission, and with Dr. A. 
N. Read, their Medical Director with Sher- 
man’s army, and both noble, devoted, Chris- 
tian men, who have left large and lucrative 
practices, one in Cleveland, and the other 
in Norwalk, Ohio, to devote themselves to 
this work, and have seriously impaired their 
health by their zealous labors; and I can 
say with truth that the services of such men 
are invaluable, and that our army at the 
West have good reason to bless God for the 
Sanitary Commission and its agents 

But for its exertions Sherman’s army must 
have perished, after their terrible privations 
last autumn, from scurvy. They have kept 
up a supply ‘of fresh vegetable food for the 
men by dint of the most superbuman efforts ; 


have ministered to the wounded, often under 


fire; and these heroic foment agents, Mrs. 
=a I. No. 24 48 





Porter, Mrs. Bickerdyke and others, have, 
amid the scorching rays of the summer sun, 
in the open air, prepared for the wounded 
such nourishment and delicacies as are usu- 
ally obtained only in the hospitals; while 
clothing. pillows, blankets, and other arti- 
cles, have been bestowed upon all who needed. 
Their trains of hospital ears, fitted up with 
cots suspended by rubber bands, and with 
a surgeon and special diet-kitchen, cordials, 
etc., have traversed the weary route from 
Louisville to Marietta daily, and brought 
the wounded on as gently as if they had 
been children in arms. 
HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 

Their Hospital Directory, most admirably 
arranged, and posted every day from the 
returns of ninety hospitals, has furnished 
to distressed friends information of the 
whereabouts, condition, and often of the 
death of those whom they loved. 


CHAPEL AND HOSPITAL VISITORS. 

Nor have they been wanting in their at- 
tention to the spiritual needs of the soldier. 
Their hospital visitors, many of whom are 
clergymen, often officiate as chaplains, and 
administer religious instruction and counsel 
as they have opportunity. At Nashville, 
they have contributed $2,000 toward the 
erection of a chapel for the convalescent 
soldiers, and at the great hospital at Jeffer- 
sonville, Ind., $2,50U, besides smaller sums 
at other points. The chaplains in both 
these are devout, Christian men, admirably 
adapted to their work. The Christian Com- 
mission are undoubtedly doing a good work 
also, though it did not come under my ob- 
servation to the same extent as the labors 
of the Sanitary Commission ; but after what 
I have seen, I can only bid a hearty God- 
speed to the U. 8. Sanitary Commission. 


IN MEMORIAM 

The Rey. Israel Williams, a young man 
of great promise, and one of the most inde- 
fatigable and valued members of our Aux- 
iliary Relief Corps, has died from the effects 
of over-work and exposure in the service of 
the Commission before Petersburg. We 
cannot do honor to his memory better than 
by one or two extracts from the address de- 
livered at his funeral by Rev. Mr. Brigham, 
at Taunton, Mass. : 


A few weeks since, the battles near 
Petersburg, and the new hospitals filled 
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with wounded, called for an immediate in- 
crease in the number employed in distribu- 
ting stores for the Sanitary Commission. 
Our friend remembered his promise. In 
the hottest time of the summer, he left at 
once for the front of the army, and there, 
for four weeks, was indefatigable night and 
day, in the difficult duty he had undertaken. 
It is not surprising that he was prostrated 
so soon. ‘The prolunged exposures to heat 
and dumpness; the excessive muscular ex- 
ertion, so different from his usual habit of 
Jife; the unwholesome air and the painful 
scenes he was compelled to witness, all told 
powerfully upon his nervous constitution and 
his sensitive spirit. 

The account which he gave to me of 
what he saw and did in those. four weeks 
was exciting as any description of battles 
that we now read. On one occasion he was 
very close to death by the sudden fire from 
the bank of the river upon the boat in which 
he was a passenger. The man with whom 
he was conversing fell dead upon his body, 
and he was sprinkled with blood. He was 
present at the great explosion of the barges 
at City Point, and was able to succor some 
of the sufferers on that ground of destruc- 
tion and horror. He was in the trenches 
at the extreme front, close to the mine 
which was sprung, and so near that he could 
hear the voices of the enemy. In a great 
number of cases he brought to dying men 
the comfort for their last hours and their 


« failing strength. Perlaps from the patience, 


the courage, the cheerfulness of these dying 
men, so painfully strickened, he learned how 
to bear more serenely the pain of his own 


~ departure. 


Krom this service of patriotism and 
_conscientious fidelity he came home to die. 


“No soldier has fallen on the field of battle 


who is more truly a martyr than this good 
soldier in the cause of Christ. He has given 
up all that was most precious, his training, 
his attainments, his hope—just near to its 
fruition—his life, in a work of Christian 
patriotism and Christian humanity. Shall 
we say that a life closed so nobly is a lost 
life, even if it be ended before its chosen 
work is fairly begun? Could long service, 
even in the pastoral walk, more finely found 


- its record ? 


What better blessing for the parting 
could there be than the blessing of those 
ready to perish, to whom these hands 
brought relief? Not fora moment did our 
friend regret that he had gone on such a 
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mission, even when he might forbode its 
fatal issues. ‘‘ I am not sorry that I went,” 
said he to me, ‘‘for I have learned a great 
deal that will be of service to me if I am 
permitted to enter upon my work.” We 
may wish that he had not chosen such a 
hazardous duty, but he had no misgivings 
about it. He had done what was mght, 
what mercy called him to do, what his con- 
science approved ; had done what his Master 


had done before, and his mind was at rest. 
* * *K * *k 


“THE RECORD OF A DAY.” 


Such is the title of a little extemporane- 
ous sheet, bearing date October 6, 1864, 
which, nestled in the folds of several of our 
religious weeklies, has found its way into 
hundreds of families. It tells an interest- 
ing story of a day’s work done for the Chris- 
tian Commission. Much good was done. 
One hundred and twenty-five dollars in 
money, and a box full of berries, and sugar, 
and shirts, and towels, and sheets, and 
quilts, and blankets, with tracts and books, 
was packed at midnight, and we trust is by 
this time safely lodged where it may reach 
the soldiers. We trust, too, that the simple 
story of the good uncles and aunts and 
squires and deacons, as they are represented 
to have opened their hearts and hands so 
freely, may have its influence upon others, 
who shall determine to go, and do likewise. 
We enjoy to witness any evidence of patri- _ 
otic fervor and Christian zeal in the people, 
and when they are illustrated in acts of 
kindness to our soldiers, they are certainly 
now, in these perilous times, worthy of 
special commendation. But we have noticed 
one thing in this otherwise attractive nar- 
rative to which we hesitate to refer, but 
which demands, for the truth’s sake, a pass- 
ing notice. A certain deacon is made to 
say a certain thing, which has a certain 
meaning, that damages the whole sheet. 
Hear him—“I would not disparage the 
Sanitary Commission. It is doing a great 
and noble work. But the Christian Com- 
mission has taken a long stride in adyance 
of it, inasmuch as the soul is of more im- 
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portance than the body.” Again :—‘‘ The 
Commission (Christian) is carrying out the 
true idea of Christian charity. Its founda- 
tion is a precious stone that other organiza- 
tions did not dig deep enough to find.” 

We do regard it as remarkable that our 
friends of the Christian Commission should 
insist in placing themselves in an opposing 
attitude to us, when there should be no 
other than a cordial fellowship and unity. 
If the Sanitary Commission’s work is a 
‘Coreat and noble work” as the deacon and 
everybody else says it is, why attempt to 
create the impression that it is not a Chris- 
tian work? From whence comes its great- 
ness and nobility ? Our Christianity teaches 
that nobility and greatness, emanate from 
the Gospel of Christ; that no good comes 
but from the Infinite Source of all good. 
If the precious stone that the deacon builds 
upon is better than the Gospel through 
which comes words of Christian kindness, 
and deeds of Christian love, why let us 
know it, and we may try to dig deeper; 
but while we are children of the same family, 
having thesame Father, the same inheritance, 
and the same hope, we take it as our right 
and duty to care for our sick and wounded 
brethren, in the spirit of Him who went 
about doing good, without feeling that we 
are any the less Christians, because we do 
not wear the outside badge of the Christian 
Commission. We solicit the attention of 
the deacon and of the good lady who did 
the day’s work, and of all others, to the in- 
junction, “‘ Judge not, lest ye be judged. 
For with what judgment ye judge, ye shall 
be judged, and with what measure you 
mete it shall be measured to you again.” 

WHAT THEY SAY IN ENGLAND. 

Though the following extract from the 
English Leader, a paper published in Lon- 
don, is rather lengthy, we copy it as an 
English view of our work, which will inter- 
est our readers. 


But a righteous war is now being waged 
on the American Continent, and surely if 


T55 





war be still asad necessity, it should in our 
civilized era be shorn as far as practicable 
of all its most debasing and poignant fea- 
tures ; and when once a contest is fairly de- 
cided, it is not too much to urge that the 
labors of the benevolent, succoring the sick, 
wounded, exhausted, fumishing and dying, 
may well be expended to soften, in some 
degree, the sufferings of their trying con- 
dition. 

We hear little of the good that is being 
done in America; the slaughter is purposely 
dwelt on, but the labors of loving women 
and noble men on behalf of suffering hu- 
many on both sides is scarcely alluded to, 
and yet the Sanitary Commission has now 
labored for three years in the United States 
on a wondrous scale, working on a ueutral 
ground in which politics have no place, and 
as is stated, ‘“‘we must be lost to every 
sense of benevolence if we do not admire 
the courage with which women have sur- 
mounted every difficulty, nor should we re- 
fuse to wish them God-speed in their mis- 
sion of mercy aifd love.” For it was by 
women this movement was initiated, and it 


‘is by them that it is being chiefly carried 


on. Clergymen too, with the Rev. Dr. 
Bellows at their head, and backed by the 
principal physicians, have not been behind 
hand in seconding this noble work. Their 
objects being first to find out what Govern- 
ment would do and cou/d do, and then seek- 
ing to help it by working with 7t, doing 
what it could not. The operations of this 
association have extended over an area 
nearly as large as the continent of Europe; 
and in less than three years’ time, the vo- 
luntary contributions to suffering humanity 
bave reached the enormous sum of two 
million pounds sterling in value. 
* # *K #* *K * 
The terrible condition of affairs at the 
commencement of the war, was worse than 
our condition at the beginning of th. Ori- 
mean Campaign. The disaffection, and the 
great strain put upon the existing order of 
things afforded no dependence for many 
months; and it was at a crisis of want and 
destitution that this volunteer association 
offered its services. But at last it finally 
got to work, and having elected the cele- 
brated Frederick Law Olmstead as its See- 
retary, its labors became systematized, and 
isolated efforts in every part of the Unicn 
were rendered more effectual by working 
directly in harmony with the Centril Asso- 
ciation. Its departments, no longer recog- 
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nizing the existing division of States, had 
to take into consideration the best means of 
transporting its officers and goods to the 
theatre of war; and so the great rivers, 
railways, and roads marked its domains, and 
served as its main arteries. The inspection 
of camps and hospitals is one of its chief 
features, and many most valuable and sta- 
tistical reports have been elicited on this 
subject, since each inspector has to give 
written answers to one bundred and eighty 
printed questions ‘‘on every possible detail 
affecting the health and effectiveness of the 
soldier, at every season of the year, and in 
widely distant latitudes.” 

The existing medical authorities were 
scarcely favorable to the Association, but ou 
the appointment of the now celebrated Sur- 
geon-General, Dr. W. A. Hammond, all 
their difficulties were smoothed over, and 
every facility given for it to do its work 
well. In the catalogue of its efficient labors 
may be mentioned the issuing of. suitable 
medical works, especially for the camp, such 
as those by Dr. Mott on Pain and Aneesthe- 
tics, Hemorrhage from Wounds, &c., and 
many works on amputations, dysentery, &c., 
disseminated aforetime by Miss Nightingale, 
and which now makes her regarded by the 
American soldier as the beneficent genius 
of their hospitals and sick chambers. 

A close inquiry into the diseases peculiar 
to the different sections of so vast a country 
was also instituted, and each department of 
the Potomac, Mississippi, Cumberland, Ten- 
nessee, Wc., has to send in their information 
on these topics, and also the treatment usu- 
ally adopted, and advice as to the best 
means of forwarding supplies. Hospital 
transports, consisting for the most part of 
large and well- rentinied steamers, were 
also sent, following the army from point to 
point, and always being at hand to take on 
board those whose necessities required their 
protection. Vield cooking, too, so necessasy 
to the too careless American as well as 
British soldier was taught and practiced, 
and the best was sought to be made of the 
supplies that might be at hand. Inspection 
of troops, hospitals, and camps, attention to 
the tents, bedding, cleanliness of the soldier 
were likewise insisted on, and the multifari- 
ous labors of the Association were further 
augmented by endeavors to provide for the 
amusement, instruction, and attention to 
the morale of the soldier, as well as to.en- 
hanée his bodily comforts in every way. 

A momentous question, too, has engaged 








-sion has proved itself to be? 
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its attention, viz.: ‘‘ What is to become of 
the tens of thousands of disabled soldiers 
after peace is restored ?”” so that Mr. Per- 
kins, of New York, came over here to study 
the military pension and invalid system of 
Kurope in order that its good features might 
be made available in America, The enorm- . 
ous quantity of articles and stores already 
given away by this Commission. would, if 
duly enumerated, astoundan English reader ; 
and the disposition to give, either in money 
or goods, was so great when the writer 
hereof was in the cities of the Union, that 
he has often seen diamond rings ai! other 
valuable personal ornaments dropped into 
the Society’s collection boxes when other 
things were wanting wherewith to contri-. 
bute. Can we not aid, too, in this good 
secular work which helps both Federal and 
Confederate, asking only if they be suffering 
human beings? Indeed, the author of the 
pamphlet under notice says he often saw 
the rebels rather favored by the Commission 
than otherwise. Our hour of trouble may 


not be far off, we have watchful enemies on 


every side; our natural allies are the good 
Republicans of the United States; what we 
do now for Columbia will be returned to us 
tenfold, and we, who have so many brothers, 
sisters, and cousins over there, shall we not 
contribute of our great resources to so phi- © 
lanthropic a body as this Sanitary Commis- 

‘Widely ex- 

tended and innumerable as are the labors of 
this Society, the immense sum readily sent 

to its coffers must still be insufficient to 

enable it to carry out fully its humane 

efforts, which embrace far more than space 

will allow to be recorded here. For hu- 

manity’s sake let not such an undertaking 
want for means. English nurses are em- 

ployed in its service, let English funds be 

supplied to augment its good endeavors ; 

and, as our author reminds us, can we, who 

have benefited by America’s beneficence to 

Ireland and Laneashire, refuse to lend a help- 

ing hand to a work so nobly instituted, and 

so ably carried on ? 

We have said that this tribute to Florence 
Nightingale appears anonymously, but we 
have reason to know that its author is a 
gentleman well and favorably known to 
English literature. He is one that does good 
by stealth, and blushes to find it fame; but 
as he has long and zealously labored entirely 
at his own cost, and without other hope of 
reward than an approving conscience, to 
make Britons and Americans properly un- 
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derstand each other, we must venture to 
bring his honored name before our readers. 
Mr. Frederick Milnes Edge is the only 
English correspondent of the press who has 
really been on the field in the recent Ameri- 
can battles. As representative of the Morn- 
ing Star, he accompanied McClellan all 
through the Peninsular campaign, and was 
present altogether at not less than twenty- 
three battles. In 1860, he published his 
“Slavery Doomed,” which contains obser- 
vations that events have proved to be pro- 
phetic. His letters to Lord John Russell 
on American affairs have very much in- 
fluenced the debates in our Houses of Par- 
diament, and his recent publication on the 
Alabama and Kearsarge deserves to be in 
every one’s hands, for its fairness and clear 
account of so celebrated an occurrence, who 
wishes to have a full and impartial acquaint- 
ance with the most celebrated sea encounter 
of modern times. It may, too, serve to 
stimulate other ladies, if they be told that 
the amiable wife of Mr. Edge is as great an 
enthusiast in the cause of humanity and of 
the Sanitary Commission as could well be 
wished, and that their benevolence of action 
has only been limited by the extent of their 
means. We may well learn a lesson from 
them, and imitate as far as we can, by be- 
stowing aid and attention on the bumani- 
tarian efforts of the United States Sanitary 
Commission. 


THE VALLEY. 


From T. M. Blazer, at Harrisonburg, Va., 
: Sept. 27. 

On Monday, the i9th of Sept., inst., we 
we were in line of march across the river 
from our old camps, and by the middle of 
the forenoon we were again introduced to 
the horrid sights attendant on such an oc- 
casion. The battle was most vividly de- 
scribed by a correspondent, and my duties 
will only be mentioned. 

In the morning, still the wounded came 
in in crowds, I was up at the Brigade Hos- 
pitals, and in sight of the rear of my corps, 
while the few wounded on skirmish line 
were coming in, (corps hospital not yet es- 
tablished,) but when shells came tumbling 
over the crest, I went to the side of the only 
road to the rear (viz: the pike) and there 
gave stimulant to wounded passing to the 
rear, both on stretcher and on foot. 

Soon the hospital was established, and I 
had my wagon drawn near, and as wounded 
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came by companies, there was work enough 
for all, and L took hold at general assisting 
and issued only diet during the day. The 
corps had a very large quantity of dressing 
with them in the morning, but their supply 
was very low at night. 

By the middle of the afternoon, I started 
for the battle-field with stimulant, as I 
learned we were in possession of that of the 
morning, thinking [ could do more good 
there. I remained on the field till dark, 
using all the stimulant with me, and cover- 
ing up the sufferers, most of whom were 
very cold, and many of them in the most 
intense suffering. Many expressions of 
thanks cannot be forgotten, that were ut- 
tered on that occasion amidst groans inde- 
scribable. The most that were left on 
the field at that time were the Confederate 
wounded, and a majority of them were 
wounded in the back—the ball passing di- 
rectly through. ; 

In the evening [ returned to my wagon, 
and the train with which my wagon has per- 
mission to travel, and is warranted protec- 
tion, was already in motion, and I therefore 
went with itto Winchester and encamped for 
the mght. By daylight Tuesday morning, 
we were marching toward Strausburg, and 
arrived some time after noon, where the 
army took up position in front of Fisher's 
Mill. 

Wednesday we lay quiet with the trains. 
There was quite an excitement at the front, 
but no heavy charging, and our loss was 
small. Thursday afternoon and evening 
decided our stay at that point, and by late 
evening we were in rapid motion up the 
Valley and took breakfast near Woodstock 
on Friday morning. In the afternoon we 
moved on to Hdensburg and encamped for 
the night. 

Saturday we moved on below New Mar- 
ket about two miles, fighting almost all the 
way, and on Sunday reached Harrisonburg, 
where the army, except the cavalry, are 
quiet, enjoying that which they most need. 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, I found it 
necessary to issue, while marching, all my 
shoes. In every case the men were entirely 
without, and several of them so sore that it 
was impossible for them to get shoes on. 
Such cases I put into my wagon. 

Sunday night I heard from the rear for 
the first time, when I received orders to 
return to Winchester with my wagon, which 
will be done with the first train and escort, 
as it would be the height of imprudence to 
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attempt a passage alone. I have already 
disposed of some of my remaining supplies, 
and will hand over to the hospital the re- 
mainder. 


Notes from Berryville, Va., by J. V. Ham- 


mer. 


Was busy making out my report when I 
was informed that a reconnoissance was go- 
ing out. Went out with them; placed two 
bottles of stimulant in saddie-bags for use 
of wounded; found the enemy and drove 
them back on their main force. Our cas- 
ualties were two killed and five wounded— 
‘issues comparatively small. Issued bottle 
of stimulant to sick and wounded, and some 
minor articles to individual relief. 

* * * Tt rained all day; was very busy 
—more so than on any day since | have 
been inthe corps. Furnished hospital with 
all necessary articles, also, a great deal of 
individual relief. To men with chills stim- 
ulants and some clothing were issued, they 
being destitute, and no possible way of ob- 
taining any. 

* * * Mr. Knowlton, agent from the 
Ferry, arrived the evening before with mail 
and invoice of goods at the Ferry, and to 
see what the field agents needed. Made 
out my requisition, and then piloted him to 
the agent’s headquarters of the Sixth and 
Highth Corps. 

* * * Was very busy all day issuing 
to Surgeon’s orders. Supplies arrived from 
the Ferry. Transferred the supplies to my 
wagon and team. 

* * * QOverhauled and repacked goods 
in wagon ; then visited the new hospital of 
[st Division 19th Army Corps, just estab- 
lished a day or so. Issued to them all they 
needed. ““verything works well in this 
corps in regard to the Commission. All 
are loud in their praise of it, and all facili- 
ties that can be are afforded me, by order of 
Major General Emery, Commanding Corps, 
and Dr. Brownell, Medical Director. 


Notes from Winchester by F. A. Adams. 


Sept. 26.—Goods arrived from Harper’s 
Ferry. A large lot of them. Helped issue 
some of them, and visited two hospitals. 

Tuesday, Sept. 27.—This morning we 
held a meeting with seven of the Union 
ladies of this city, who are each to have a 
district assigned them, consisting of one or 
two hospitals, which they are to visit and 
draw the supplies they need from the Com- 





The Sanitary Commission Bulletin. 


mission. This afternoon I made some milk 
punch and carried it around, with some to- 
bacco, to ward 4, hospital of the 19th corps. 
The boys were very grateful for it. 

Wednesday, Sept. 28.—Karly this morn- 
ing the Medical Purveyor offered us an 
extra wagon, which we loaded and sent to 
the frout. I visited three Confederate 
hospitals; they seemed as well supplied as 
our own. The surgeons were very gentle- 
manly, and glad to receive our aid. 

Sept. 29.—* * * Vivited the Taylor 
House hospital; they look much better than 
they did a few days ago. Went to see a 
soldier, wounded, in a private house. He 
had almost no clothing at all, and suffering 
severely from his wound. I sent him what 
he needed most. ; 

* * * Saw some of the ladies who are 
visiting hospitals (according to instructions) 
and made out requisitions of articles they 
were in need of for the wounded. The rest 
of the day spent in duties about the store- 
room. 

* * * Saw the surgeons in charge of the 
6th and cavalry corps hospitals and ascer- 
tained the number of their sick and wound- 
ed, amounting to about 450 in all. Visited 
the cavalry corps hospital, in a church. It 
looked very well indeed, clean and well 
ventilated. They all had beds and a fair 
supply of clothing. . 


Notes from Harper's Ferry, by George 
Knowlton. 

Friday mornitg, I was ordered to visit 
the hospital at Sandy Hook, Md., in com- 
pany with Mr. Marks. The wards visited 
were those containing the amputated cases. 
We found the poor fellows suffering from 
all kinds of wounds, but bearing most nobly 
their suffering for the cause of liberty and 
justice. We found them also very much 
in need of stimulants, particularly wives. 
One case in particular 1 noticed in Ward 
No. 1, of a young man who had undergone 
a very severe operation, and, as I was told 
by the ward master, could not live. Lasked 
him if I could bring him anything to eat 
or drink. He said he had no appetite to 
eat anything, but should like a bogtle of 
sherry wine; he thought it would strengthen 
him and give him an appetite. 

Cases like the above are to be met with 
every day, and were it not for the stimu- 
lants issued by the Sanitary Commission 
the suffering would be much greater. In 
the afternoon I visited the hospital in charge 
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of Dr. Ditts, on Bolivar Heights, but found 
the men receiving such good care and at- 
tention from their excellent surgeon and 
matron that there was very little we could 
do for them—about the only articles called 
for by the men were tobacco and some read- 
ing matter. Sunday morning I was ordered 
to take charge of a load of stores for the 
hospitals at Hagerstown, Md., which were 
left destitute by the rebels in the late raids 
in Maryland. I arrived in Hagerstown 
Sunday evening, and found them destitute 
indeed; the poor fellows were laying in 
common bunks filled with loose straw. The 
surgeon, Dr. Lees, was very thankful for 
the articles sent, and pleased at the prompt- 
ness with which his requisition had been 
filled, and in a handsome letter sent to Col. 
Miileck, expressed his thanks to the Com- 
mission for their kindness to him and his 
men. 

Friday morning, 


Mr. Hammer kindly 


offered to accompany me to the different _ 


corps I had to visit. We found Mr. Blazier, 
of the 6th corps, in the woods, about a 
quarter of a mile from the Summit Point 
Pike, between the 19th and 8th corps, and 
Mr. Evans, of the 8th, about five miles 
farther on the same road. The corps baving 
made an advance the day before, made it 
rather difficult to find them. I found all 
the wagons very much in need of more 
stimulants and many other necessary arti- 
cles, such as shirts, drawers, crackers, &c., 
and trust they may be re-supplied by the 
next train. 


Notes from Crook’s Division, Va., by D. 
Wakvans. 


I find every facility for working, always 
welcomed among officers of every grade 
and department, and so it is comparatively 
easy to find out who the needy are, among 
the men. This corps especially, by its 
marches and counter-marches, is so much 
reduced and worn that it calls for a liberal 
supply of all kinds of stores, especially light 
diet and warm clothing for the hospitals, 
whose patients number an average of one 
hundred during this week. Among the 
comforts afforded them, has been blankets, 
which have been of inestimable service. 
Men are often to blame for not having their 
blankets with them. But when sick they 
should have them. I ask a liberal supply 
of them for this fall weather and cold nights. 
I have supplied these hospitals for several 
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days. Being further removed from the base 
of supplies than previous weeks, the sup- 
ply trains are not as punctual as formerly, 
hence the reason for falling back exclusively 
on our supplies. In addition to furnishing 
personally and visiting the hospitals, L have 
supplied the surgeons of many regiments 
with the articles, as per requisitions inclos- 
ed, but generally I have distributed direct- 
ly to the men in the several regiments, 
oftentimes carrying it to them in my saddle 
bags and straps. 

I have distributed stimulants in greater 
quantities than I shall hope to do in future, 
for the sick men have been wet and chilly, 
and we have moved three times during the 
week. Everything that can be, is done for 
the comfort of the field hospitals by those 
in charge of them. There isa great demand 
for stimulating medicines, such as cayene 
pepper, Jamaica ginger (essence), black- 
berry brandy and cherry cordial. 


A. G. MunLECcH. 


MARTINSBURG, 
October 9, 1864. 

Since my last report, two trains, consist- 
ing each of six four-horse teams, heavily 
loaded with an assorted cargo of Sanitary 
goods have been forwarded from Martins- 
burg to Winchester. Bedding, clothing, 
and farinaceous food have been in pressing 
demand. We have supplied the different 
corps hospitals to a large extent; in fact, 
some of these hospitals in town have been 
provided with almost everything they needed 
in that line. Less complete has been our 
supply of delicacies, and these we mostly 
entrusted to the noble women who so gen- 
erously volunteered to cook and prepare 
articles of extra diet. Soft crackers, choco- 
late, tea, jellies, milk, eggs, and sherry wine 
have been dealt out generously, and most 
properly and judiciously applied. Surgeons 
as well as the patients themselves and our 
hopital visitors, all coincide in this welcome 
report. Before I left for Washington, I 
had an interview with most of the surgeons 
in charge, and ascertained what articles were 
greatly wanted, viz: feeding-cups, bed-pans, 
oil silk, adhesive plaster, etc.; also, a further 
supply of quilts, blankets and pillows. On 
my arrival at Martinsburg, I ordered to the 
front all those articles on hand; the same 
thing I did at Harper’s Ferry. Dr. Harris, 
who doubtless postpones his departure from 
Winchester until I can reach that point, 
will give you more definite statements as to 
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the management of the hospitals and the 
condition of their inmates. : 

I hasten to add here, that the flying visit 
I was enabled to-day to pay to our several 
temporary hospitals, at Martinsburg, has 
impressed me with the conviction, that,— 
if not more pressingly needed at Winches- 
ter—Miss Harris’ presence and labor in this 
town would result in infinite good. Large 
numbers of wounded pass frequently through 
town, and there is nobody to look after them, 
further than to show them into the cars. 
Some warm food, tea and coffee, prepared 
by a woman’s hand, would be a great relief 
to the poor sufferers, who very often, hun- 
gry as they are, do not get anything before 
they reach their final destination. I shall 
duly report to you, without delay, the result 
of my consultation with the medical authori- 
ties, and the impressions of my own mind 
and judgment in regard to the further sphere 
of usefulness of Miss Harris, outside of 
Harper’s Ferry. The hospitals temporarily 
established in this town contain at this mo- 
ment several hundred sick and wounded. 
They are not yet in good condition, and de- 
mand the continued care and vigilance of 
our agency here. Larger or smaller de- 
tachments of sick and wounded are coming 
in daily, without previous information being 
given to the medical officers in charge, and 
some confusion is necessary. Quite a heavy 
draft for bedding and under-clothing has 
thus been made on our stores here; how- 
ever, this is easily explained by the fact, 
that most of these articles go further. Hast 
with those transient patients. ‘Two or three 
excellent Union ladies, for whose character 
and devotion I may personally vouch, de- 
clare themselves willing to assist us in our 
mission, and ready to prepare food for those 
in want. . 

Finally, I would respectfully suggest to 
send henceforward only such stores and in 
such quantities as immediate need ma 
justify. The number of wounded at Win- 
chester has been largely reduced since I 
left the town. I hardly think more than 
twelve hundred remain there now, and a 
further decrease may be expected immedi- 
ately on the opening of the Manassas road. 


WaANtTED.—The cold weather approaches, 
and our men in the field will need mittens. 
Let the long evenings at home be occupied 
in knitting soldiers’ mittens. 
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WANTED FOR MEN IN THE ARMY. 


‘‘ Housewives” or “Comfort Bags.” 

Small bags, each containing one-half dozen 
assorted needles, one skein white cotton, one 
skein black linen thread, one-half dozen horn or © 
porcelain shirt buttons, (large size), one-half 
dozen pantaloon buttons, a small ball of yarn, 
(any color), a darning needle and a few pins. 
With this material men can repair clothing that 
would otherwise be thrown away. 


SHIPMENTS IN SEPTEMBER. 


From the 3d to the 29th of this month, 
beside many other articles m greater or less 
amount, there have been shipped to Sher- 
man’s army from the depot in Louisville, 
the following supplies : 


704 pillow cases, 4,201 shirts, 

2,666 pairs drawers, 1,679 cans fruit, 

3,825 lbs. concentrated beef, 9,456 pounds crackers, 

2,739 pounds dried fruit, 16,589 galions pickles, 
884 bushe's potatoes. 10,637 bushels onions, 

30,000 pounds ice, 5,172 bottles lime-juice, 

835 pouuds tobacco, 

3,474 towels and handkerchiefs, 

3,565 pounds of rags and bandages, = 

1,727 bottles of wine and spirits. 


-The Dunleith likewise was loaded to the 
utmost, here and at Cairo, about the 20th, 
with valuable stores for New Orleans, Vicks- 
burg, and Memphis. Her cargo consisted 
of the following articles : 


~ 


48 dozen catsup, 

15 dozen ginger wine, 
3 pounds sponges, 

20 pounds herbs, 


4,798 bushels onions, 
5,510 gallons pickles, 
350 bushels potatoes, 
600 gallons krout, 
12,100 pounds crackers, 60 fans, 
4,200 pounds dried apples, 2,712 shirts; 
1,740 lbs. concentrated beef, 1,114 pairs drawers, 
22 doz canned tomatoes, 192 sheets, 
12 doz. Catawba wine, 880 pillow cases, 
3 doz raspb’y vinegar, 274 handkerchiefs, 
1 doz. whisky, 94 comforts and quilts, 
576 caus blackberry, 396 towels, 
100 pairs gloves, 18 dressing gowns, 


FINANCIAL REPORT 


Of Dr. J. S. Newberry, Secretary Western Depart- 
ment, U. S. Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky. 
From September 1, 1861, to July 1, 1864. — 
From September 1, 1861, to January 1, 1862. 

Hapenses— 

Stationery & office print’g, $14 25 
Freight (not for supply de- 








partment,) °. ’ 15 00 
Petty expenses in office, . 11 00 
Office salaries, : . 945 06 

: 985 31 

Supply Department— 
Transportat’n of supplies, 48 40 ~ 

Miscellaneous, . 469 55 

‘ 517 95 

Total, . , : $1,503 26 
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- For the Year 1862. 











Expenses— 
Advertising, . $133 30 
Stationery and office 
printing, . 191 83 
Freight (not: for supply 
department), . 27 53 
Postage, 18 48 
Telegrams, 61 08 
Rent, 345 00 
Petty expenses in office, 237 83 
Office salaries, . «2 hO6 oO 
———__ 3,771 40 
General Inspection— 
Compensation, $3,816 97 
Expenses, . 2,059 01 
| lee at ve 1m GUD. OS 
Directory— 
Compensation, . $597 63 
Expenses, . 43.00 
' - 640 63 
Relief Department— 
Expenses of ReliefCorps $ 45 00 
Home at Louisville, . 1,132 75 
Hospital Cars, : iytbd,68 
Hospital Boats, . 1,864 12 
ferenrere et, i, 3,200; 65 
Supply Department— 
Storehouse wages and 
expenses, . .$ 40 00 
Purchase of supplies, . 4,519 29 
Distribution of supplies, 2.874 47 
Transpor’n of supplies,. 638 54 
Canvassing, . 198 50 
Pie 8, Beh 80 
Miscellaneous, . ‘ r 1,669 23 
Total} fray. . $23,418 59 
For the Year 1863. 
Expenses— 
Advertising, } $288 23 
Stationery and office , 
printing, 2,007 91 
Freight (not for supply 
department), 115 58 
Postage, 403 12 
Telegrams, . 42 67 
Rent, 1,359 66 
Petty expensesin office, 1,802 40 
Office salaries, 8,147 61 
eet Td 1B 18 
Publication— 
Sanitary Reporter, . $2,622 14 
Documents, §_Mono- 
graphs, &c., 731 80 
py eine aos 94 
General Inspection— 
Compensation, . $9,116 99 
Expenses, 3,987 02 
See Eee OL 
Directory— 
Compensation, . $8,017 74 
Expenses, . , PV Bw Beis 
eee aoe 20 
: et 
Carried forward, . $40,162 53 


* 




















T61 
Brought forward, ° $40,162 53 
Relief Department— 
Compensation, . $4,609 03 
Expenses, . . . 2,270 91 
Home at Cairo, . 1,606 87 
‘¢ Memphis, 1,098 80 
«Nashville, 1,068 40 
‘“¢ Louisville, 1,147 10 
Hospital Cars, . wp aphel, OL 
Hospital Boats, . . 10,000 00 
ae eh OP 12 
Supply Department— 
Storehouse wages and 
expenses, - $2,810 19 
Purchase of supplies, . 34,430 68 
Distribution ch . 17,194 49 
Transportation ‘ . 28,933 54 
Canvassing, : « B,5a9. 04 
———_—— 88,907 99 
Miscellaneous, . ; : . 2,281 28 
(otal: $155,323 84 
From January 1 to July 1, 1864. 
Hxpenses— 
Stationery and office 
printing, -. $486 00 
Postage, 208 42 
Rent, 515 00 
Petty expenses in office, 1,861 08 
Office salaries, - 545383 
sotto d 8 693 93 
General Inspection— 
Compensation, - $4,190 32 
Expenses, . ' ~) 898 84 
Pesos) -5 089 16 
Directory— 
Compensation, . $4,456 16 
Expenses, . 1,041 34 
PN EC | 
Publication— 
Sanitary Reporter, . . : 1,929 94 
Relief Department— 
Compensation, $8,615 47 
Expenses, . : ON Thy Sh / 
Home at Cairo, . 4,860 89 
‘¢ Memphis, ELT TE: RE 
(Nashville, 1,452 88 
“ Louisville, 35 00 
‘¢  CampNelson, 2,065 95 
«.) Knoxyille, 139 50 
‘¢ Stevenson, 629 60 
“ Chattanooga, 279 82 
Hospital Cars, 984 71 
Hospital Boats, 1,063 22 
td, 25,275 46 
Supply. Department— 
Storehouse expenses, . $1,173 64 
Local expenses, . 60 00 
Purchase of supplies, . 54,642 59 
Distribution y 27,941 72 
Transportation, “ 6,648 28 
Canvassing, ‘ ty ayas OG 
- 93,697 28 
Miscellaneous, . 802 52 
Total, : . . 


$140,819 69° 


_ 
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Summary. 
Hxpenses— 
Advertising, $421 53 


Stationery and office 


printing, . 2,699 99 
Freight (not for supply 

department), 158;11 
Postage, 630 02 
Rent, ‘ A 2,219 66 
Office expenses, . 3,912 31 
Telegrams, . ; 103 75 
Office salaries, 17,302.36 

Publications— 

Sanitary Reporter, . $4,552 08 
Documents, Mono- 

graphs, &., . 731 80 


General Inspection— 


ot ee ee 





Compensation, . $17,124 28 
Expenses, . 6,944 87 
Directory— 
Compensation, . - plc, 0iLae 
Expenses, . 4 2,604 00 
Relief Department— 
Compensation, . . $13,224 50 
Expenses, . ‘ . 6,287 22 
HomeatCairo,.  . 6,467 76 
‘¢ Memphis, 2,275 91 
“ Nashville, 2,521 28 
“ ~~ Louisville, 2,314 85 
“ CampNelson, 2,065 95 
“« Knoxville, 139 50 
¢ ~—s Stevenson, 629 60 
“ Chattanooga, 279 82 
Hospital Cars, . . 3,314 40 
Hospital Boats, 12,297 34 


Supply Department— 
Storehouse wages, &c., $3,823 83 
Local expenses, . 


Purchase of supplies, . : 


Distribution sa 
Transportation ‘ 
Canvassing, 2 
Miscellaneous, 
Total, 


260 00 
93,592 56 
. 48,010 68 
. 36,268 76 
. 8,968 59 





27,447 72 


5,283 88 


24,069 15 


15,675 53 


52,448 13 


190,924 42 
5,216 59 





$321,065 42 


THE SANITARY COMMISSION AND OUR 
BRAVE SOLDIERS. 


The United States Sanitary Commission steamer 
Elizabeth left Philadelphia on Saturday morning 
for City Point, with a full cargo of clothing and 
sanitary stores fur the use of our brave soldiers 
in the army operating before Richmond, at a cost 
of $44,383 74. 

The public will see that their generous contri- 
butions to our late ‘Great Fair” are being put 
to a good use. 
_ The following named articles comprise the Eliza- 
beth’s cargo. 





5,000 wool shirts. 

744 pairs wool drawers. 

433 dozen wool socks. 

200 quilts. 

799 bed sacks. 

210 sheets. 

500 towels. 

528 pairs leather slippers. 
14,565 pounds crackers. 
10,168 pounds tobacco. 

350 barre.s onions. . 
75 barrels sweet potatoes. 
50 barrels white potatoes. 
50 barrels beets. 

5,000 heads cabbage. 
50 boxes peaches. 
20 barrels family flour. 

415 pounds tea. 

60 dozen Sherry wine. 
40 dozen ale. 
50 dozen Monongahela whisky. 

100 dozen old cherry brandy. | 

2,376 pounds crushed sugar. 

821 pounds butter. 

883 pounds dried beef. 

30 kitts mackerel. 
2,000 pounds codfish. 
4,800 pounds condensed milk. 
6,360 pounds canned roast beef. 
4,530 pounds beef and vegetable soup. 
2,400 pounds corn starch, 
2,400 pounds farina. 
50 boxes lemons. 
25 dozen lemon syrup. 
100 dozen canned peaches. 
258 dozen canned tomatoes. 
5 dozen tomato catsup. 
60 dozen apple butter. 
20 kegs tripe. 
26 dozen Julienne soup. 

122 dozen flavoring extract, 
10 gross essence ginger. 
40 dozen pickled onions. 
50 dozen half pickles. 

1 case salt. : 
10 dozen egg nogg. 
749 pounds dried peaches. 
3,425 pounds dried apples. 
43 gallous coal oil. 
600 pounds corned beef. 
3 dozen bay rum. 

331 arm slings. 

1 box reading matter. 

839 books. 

10,000 envelopes. 
27 gross pens. 
10 gross lead pencils. 
10 gross inkstands. 
2,000 tin cups. 
10 gross pie plates. 
4 dozen box graters. 
16 gross iron table spoons. 
18 pounds patent thread. 
20 gross matches. 
140 dozen combs. 
10 dozen pails. 
10 dozen spirits camphor. 
2,000 paper bags. 


Philada. Evening Bulletin, Sept. 21, 1864, 
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Issues from Phuladelphia Agency U. 8. Sanitary 
Commission for month of September, 1864. 


Sept. 1.—7Zo Louisville. 
263 cases, 12 boxes, each, lime juice, $1,483 25. 
Sept. 6.—To City Point, Va. 
130 barrels onions. 
28 barrels beets. 
47 barrels sweet potatoes. 
20 boxes peaches. 
35 tons coal. 
150 newspapers. 
Sept. 30.—Zo Bultimore, Md. 
257 bed-sacks. 
224 wrappers. 
89 wool shirts. 
515 wool drawers. 
276 cotton flannel shirts. 
684 pads. 
639 pillows. 
236 dozen bandages. 
176 pairs slippers. 
480 towels. 
1,119 pairs wool socks. 
1 pair mittens. 
78 slings. 
380 finger stalls. 
24 eye shades. 
2,630 combs (fine and coarse). 
9 pieces mosquito netting. 
6 pieces oil silk. 
34 cans fruit. 
21 cans apple butter. 
162 pounds farina. 
38 bottles raspberry vinegar. 
38 pounds corn starch. 
153 bottles blackberry brandy. 
408 bottles Sherry wine. 
102 fans. 
1 barrel dried fruit. 
100 games. 
180 gallons vinegar. 
106 pounds tobacco. 
48 bottles Cayenne pepper. 
25 pounds Cayenne pepper. 
15 bottles blackberry cordial. 
500 ounces bromine. 


1,881 65 


6,262 86 
330 00 


9,957 76 
44,383 74 


$54,341 50 


PROTECTIVE 
Wrar-Claim Association 


OF THE 


STATE OF NEW YORK. 


OFFICE, 35 CHAMBERS STREET, 
NEW YORK. 
PRESIDENT. 
Lizut.-Gen. WINFIELD SCOTT. 


Vicr-PRESIDENTS. 


Hon. HAMILTON FISH. 

JOHN J. CISCO, Esa. 
ADMIRAL DUPONT. 
RUDOLPH A. WITTHAUS, Esa. 


nh 
ad 
| 





Cargo steamer Elizabeth, 





° 
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TREASURER. 
ROBERT B. MINTURN, Esq. 


DIRECTORS. 


Hons. E. D. Morean, 
GrorGE OpDyKkg, 
Hiram Barney, 
JAMES W. BEEKMAN, 
Rev. 8. W. Bettows, D.D., 
Messrs. Joun Jacos Astor, 
James Brown, 
WiuuiaM H. AsPINWALL, 
JAMES GALLATIN, 
Howarp Porter, 
WiuuiaM E. Donas, jr., 
THEODORE RoosEVELT, 
PetTEeR Coopmr, 
Groree BANcROFT, 
Daniev Lorp, 
Wison G. Hunt, 
Ropert L. Stuart, 
ALFRED PELL. 


Apply in person or by letter, to 
HENRY GREENFIELD, Secretary, 
35 CHAMBnRS STREET, New York. 


ee OS 


OBJECTS OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


lst. To secure the soldiers and sailors and their 
Jamilies, any claims for pensions, pay, or bounty, 
etc., without cost to the claimant. 

2d. To protect soldiers or sailors and their families 
from imposture and fraud. 

3d. To prevent false claims from being made 
against the Government. 

4th. To give gratuitous advice and information to 
soldiers and sailors or their families needing it. 


THE U. $, SANITARY COMMISSION. 


Was constituted by the Secretary of War in June, 
1861, in accordance with the recommendation of 
the Surgeon-General of the United States Army, 
and its appointment and plan of organization were 
approved by the President of the United States. 
Its present organization is as follows: 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., New York. 

A. D. Bache, LL.D., Washington, D. C. 
F. L. Olmsted, California. 

George T. Strong, Esq., New York. 
Elisha Harris, M.D., New York. 

W. H. Van Buren, M.D., New York. 

A. H. Shiras, U.S. A. 

R. C. Wood, Assistant Surgeon-Gen’l U.S. A 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D., New York. 

S. G. Howe, M.D., Boston, Mass. 

C. R. Agnew, M.D., New York. 

J. S. Newberry, M.D., Cleveland, Ohio. 
Rt. Rev. T. M. Clarke, Providence, R. I. 
Hon. R. W. Burnett, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Hon. Mark Skinner, Chicago, II. 

Hon. Joseph Holt, Washington, D C. 
Horace Binney, jr., Philadelphia, Penna. 
Rev. J. H. Heywood, Louisville, Ky. 

J. Huntington Wolcott, Boston, Mass. 
Prof. Fairman Rogers, Philadelphia, Penna, 
OC. J. Stillé, Philadelphia, Penna. 

Ezra B. McCagg, Chicago, Ll. 
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OFFICERS, 


H. W. Bellows, D.D., President. 

A.D Bache, LL.D., Vice-President. 
George T. Strong, Treasurer. 

J. Foster Jenkins, M.D., General Secretary. 
J. S. Newberry, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
J. H. Douglas, M.D., Associate Secretary. 
F. N. Knapp, Associate Secretary. 


STANDING COMMITTEE. 
Henry W. Bellows, D.D. 
George T. Strong. 
William H. Van Buren, M.D. 
Wolcott Gibbs, M.D. 
OC. R. Agnew, M.D. 


HOSPITAL DIRECTORY. 


The Sanitary Commission has made arrange- 


ments for supplying information gratuitously, 


with regard to patients in all the United States 
General Hospitals. 

For information relative to patients in the Hos- 
pitals in New York, New Jersey, the New England 
States, Eastern Virginia, Maryland, District of Co- 
lumbia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Florida 
and Louisiana, address ‘ Office of Sanitary Com- 
mission, Washington, D. C.” 

For the Hospitals in Pennsylvania, address 
“ Office of Sanitary Commission, No. 1307 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia.” 

For the Hospitals in Western Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, Illinois, Missouri, Jowa, Kentucky, Ten- 
nessee, Mississippi, and Arkansas, address * Office 
Sanitary Commission, Louisville, Ky.” 

In all cases the name, rank, company, and regi- 
ment of the person inquired for should be given, 
and where he was when last heard from. Ifthe 
application is by letter, the answer will be sent 
by return of mail; if in person, it will be answered 
at once; or if by telegraph, an answer will be re- 
turned immediately at the inquirer’s expense. 

B@s"Soldiers’ Aid Societies, clergymen, editors, 
and others, can scarcely serve the cause of hu- 
manity more effectually than by frequently and 
widely disseminating a knowledge of the above, 
among those who have friends in the army. 


SUPPLY DEPARTMENT. 


The Sanitary Commission, under special au- 
thority of the President of the United States, 
Maintains an extensive system of agencies for 
securing the safe conveyance to, and distribution 
of, goods put in its charge for the sick and 
wounded at points where they are most wanted. 
It operates with equal care and generosity at all 
points—at New Orleans and at Washington, 
before Charleston and at Chattanooga—its dis- 
tributions being governed by a comparison of the 
wants of the patients in all cases. The following 
is a list of depots, to which auxiliary societies, 
and all disposed to aid the sick and wounded, 
without reference to States or localities, but sim- 
ply to their relative necessity for assistance, are 
invited to send their offerings: 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 18 
West Street, Boston, Mass. 


Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 10. 


3d Avenue, New York. 








Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 46 
South Sharp Street, Baltimore, Md. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, corner 
Vine and Sixth Streets, Cincinnati, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 95 
Bank Street, Cleveland, 0. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 66 
Madison Street, Chicago, Ill. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 2 
Adam’s Block, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 59 
Fourth Street, Pittsburgh, Penna. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, No. 32 
Larned Street, Detroit, Mich. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Colum- 
bus, O. 

Sanitary Commission, Branch Depot, Fifth 
Street, Louisville, Ky. 

The Commission receives no pecuniary aid 
whatever from the Government, and is wholly | 
dependent on the voluntary contributions of the 
public for the means of sustaining its operations. 
Contributions to the Treasury are solicited, and 
may be transmitted to George T. Strong, Esq., 
Treasurer, 68 Wall Street, N. Y. 


RELIEF DEPARTMENT. 


General Superintendent, Rev. F. N. Knapp, 
Washington, D.C. Chief Assistant, J. B. Abbott. 

Soldiers’ Home, near Baltimore Railroad Depot, 
Washington, D. C. 

Lodge No. 4, H Street, between Thirteenth and 
and Fourteenth Streets, 

Lodge No. 5, Maryland Avenue, near Railroad 
Station. 

Nurses’ Home, Washington, D.C, 

Soldiers’ Loage, 76 Kingston Street, Hotta. 

Soldiers’ Home, Third Street, east of Broad- 
way, Cincinnati, 0.—Col. -G. W. D. Andrews, 
Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cairo, Ill.—C. N. Shipman, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 
Soldiers’ Home, Louisville, Ky.—James Malona, 
Superintendent. James Morton, Special Relief 

Agent. 

‘Soldiers’ Home, Nashville, Tenn.—L. Crane, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Home, Columbus, O.——, Superin’t. 

Soldiers’ Home, Cleveland, O0.—Joseph Jerome, 
Superintendent and Relief Agent. : 

Soldiers’ Lodge, near landing, Memphis, Tenn. 
—C. W. Christy, Superintend’t and Relief Agent. 

Soldiers’ Lodge, Vicksburg, Miss.—T. Way, 
Superintendent. 

Soldiers’ Home, New Orleans, La.—C. F. Howes, 
Superintendent. 


AGENCY FOR PENSIONS. 

William F. Bascom, Pension Agent, Washing- | 
ton, D. C. 

HOSPITAL CARS. 


Between Washington and New York—Sol. 
Andrews, M.D., Surgeon in charge. 
Between New York and Boston, via Springfield. 
Between Louisville and Chattanooga—Dr. J. 
P. Barnum, Surgeon in charge. 
SANITARY STEAMER. 


James River—Elizabeth. 
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DURYEA’S MAIZENA 


RECEIVED 


TWO PRIZE MEDALS 














































































































(FROM JURIES 3 AND 4) 


AT THE 


INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION, 
LONDON, 1862. 


‘Being Sole Awards gained by anything of the kind. It also received Superlative Report of - 
“EXCEEDING EXCELLENT FOR FOOD. 





MAIZAENA, 


At the GREAT INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITION at HAMBURG, July, 1863, received . 
the highest Prize Medal for its great delicacy as an article of food. 


MATAEIN A, 


At the FAIR of the NEW YORK STATE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY, at Utica, N.Y., 
September, 1863, received both DipLoma and Mepat. 


MATABIN A, 
At the Pennsylvania State Fair at Norristown, 
Ocroser 3, 1863, Took Gotp Mepat. 


‘“MAIZEN A” has also taken the first premium at the American Institute, New York 
City; New Jersey Stare Farr at Trenton, and at other places—in every instance where it 

~ has been exhibited. 

«“ MAIZENA” has never failed to receive the highest award when placed in competition 
with Corn Starch and all articles of like character, after a thorough Microscopical and Analy- 
tical Examination of disinterested judges. It therefore stands commended to the public as the 
best article of its kind in the world without any comments of the manufacturer. 


MATA NA, 


For Puddings, Cakes, Custards, Blanc Mange, &c., without isinglass, with few or no eggs, at 
a cost astonishing the most economical. It is also excellent tor thickening sweet sauces, 
gravies for fish and meat, soups, &c. For Ice Cream, nothing can compare with it. A little 


boiled in milk will produce rich cream for Coffee, Chocolate, Tea, &c. 
Put up in one pound packages, under the trade mark ‘‘ Maizena,”’ with directions for use. 
A most delicious article of food for children and invalids of all ages. For sale by Grocers 


and Druggists everywhere. 
WHOLESALE DEPOT, 166 FULTON STREET. 


WM. DURYEA, General Agent. 
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BRANCH, 


: BRANCH, 
No. 744 Broadway, NPENT LEG& A Ry r ] No. 19 Green Street, 
NEW YORK. OVI ar 976 Ong lse ee eon BOSTON, Mass. 


Important Information for Soldiers and Sailors who have lost Limbs, 





The **PatmeR” ARM and LeG are now furnished for the mutilated heroes of the Army and Navy, and I have the 
pleasure of presenting extracts from official leulers from the Surgeon-General, which will gratify numerous applicants, 
why, in the past, have been led to believe that they must accept an inferior limb, or have no aid from Guyernment. 

, ScrGgoN-GENERAL'S OFFICE, 
WasnHineton City, DC, Dec 12, 1863. 

Sir :—The Board of Medical Officers assembled in the City of Philadelphia, for the purpose of examining the different 
models submitted to them for an Artificial Arm, having reported * * * * * ¥ * * 
IN COMPLIANCE WITH THE RECOMMENDATION OF THE BoaRb, WHEN A SOLDIER MAY DESIRE TO PURCHASE ‘‘THE MORE 
ELEGANT AND EXPENSIVE ARM OF PALMER.” FIFTY DOLLARS WILL BE ALLOWED TOWARDS PAYMENT FOR THT SAME. 

By order of the Acting Surgeon-General. C. AH. CRANE, Surgeon U.S.A. 


SurRGRON-GENERAL’S OFFICE, 
, WasHINGTON City, D.C., Sept 20 1864. 
Str :—In answer to your letter of the Ist inst., Iam directed to inform you, that the Report aud recommendation of 
the Medical Board recently assewbled in New York, to examine samples and models of Artificial Limbs, is not designed 
to supersede the recommendation of the former Board, so FAR AS REGARDS THE LIMBS MANUFACTURED BY YOU. 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, by order of the Surgeon-Ceneral, 


W. C. SPENCER, Assistant Surgeon U.S.A. 
To B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 744 Broadway, New York. ? 


The Best PALMER LEG is furnished THE SOLDIER FREE. © 
The Best PALMER ARM. for a SMALL ADVANCE. 
The Best LINCOLN ‘‘GUVERNMENT” ARM, FREE. 
Prices of the PALMER LIMBS not raised to OFFICERS and CIVILIANS. 


Apply in person, or by letter, at either of the offices Address 


| B. FRANK. PALMER, LL.D., 


President American Artificial Limb Co. 








Adapted to every branch of business, 
MANUFACTURED ONLY BY THE ORIGINAL INVENTORS, yee 


E. & T. FAIRBANKS & CO, St. Johnsbury, Vermont. 


PRINCIPAL WAREHOUSES: 


FAIRBANKS & CO., No, 252 Broadway, New York, 
FAIRBANKS. & BROWN, No. 118 Milk Street, Boston. . 
FAITKBANKS, GREENLEAF & CO., No. 172 Luke Street, Chicago. 
FAIRBANKS & BWING, Masonic Hall, Phiiadelphia. 
FAIRBANKS & CO., No. 246 Baltimore Street, Baltimore. 


Descriptive Circulars furnished or mailed to any address, on application to either of the above. — 


eis” 
ery 
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OFFICE OF THE 


MORRIS 


FIRE & INLAND INSURANCE 


OVP ALINE Y.,.. . 
COLUMBIAN BUILDING, 


Oreo VW AT) Soo NASSAU STS. 





Authorized Capital, - - - $5,000,000. 
Cash Capital, paid im,- - - $200,000. 





This Company issues on the most favorable terms, Policies of Insurance, 


WITH OR WITHOUT PARTICIPATION IN PROFITS, 


against loss or damage by fire, on Dwelling Houses, Stores, and all kinds of 
Buildings, and on Household Furniture and other Property, and on Vessels and 
their Cargoes, while lying in Port. 


Losses will be Promptly Adjusted and Paid. 





DIRECTOR Ss. 


' EDWARD ROWE, JOHN D. BATES, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
ALBERT G. LEE, FRED. H. BRADLEE, DAN L W. TELLER, 
GEORGE MILN, EDWARD C. BATES, HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
J. C. MORRIS, WILLIAM MACKAY, S. N. DERRICK, 
ROB’T BOWNE, BENJ. E. BATES, CHARLES HICKOX, 
EZRA NYE, B. 0. MORRIS, Jr., N. O. NIMS. 


B. C. MORRIS, President, 
WM. M. WHITNEY, Secretary. 
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OF FrIiiCEH oF Tie 


Columbian (Marine) Insurance 


CCS Ma eA IN | Ys 
Corner of Wall and Nassau Streets. 


CASH CAPITAL, - - - - - $1,000,000. 


From Statement for the Sixth Fiscal Year, ending December 31, 1863. 


Total Amount of Assets, January 1, 1864...............s-ssepemeseaeeea «.+-.-63,140,930 80 
Total Amount of Premiunis). 52.3.2 8..,..... 2) 03 24 Sa a 3,252,256 76 
iixcess of Harned ‘Premiums over Losses, &c.:,......:..2s0s»e0n 6: saeeeuenee sane 1,137,063 33 
Reserve for Kstimate Claims Unadjusted and other Contingencies.... ..... 441,206 49 


Guaranteed Cash Dividend to Dealers, (holding certificates “of same) on 
Paid Premiums Karned during the Year, whether Loss has Accrued 


OF NOt. harcenteleedesves eScadubsee cs Joule desks 0k QI na 
Scrip Dividend to Dealers, on Harned Premiums...............0...-e+sss0nene 15 per cent. 
Dividend for'the Year to Stockholders 200.0). . Awien a ee Bea we 26 per cent. 


LOSSES PAID IN GOLD 


UPON RISKS ON WHICH THE PREMIUM IS PAID IN LIKE CURRENCY. 


DEALERS WITH THIS COMPANY will be allowed the option (to be 
signified at the time of application for insurance) of receiving in leu of scrip, at the end. 
of each year, RETURNS IN CASH (guaranteed by. certificate) of premiums paid and 
earned during the year, whether loss accrues or not, upon all new risks under the NEW 


YORK KORM OF POLICY, as follows: 


Ist. Upon all VOYAGE Risks upon CARGO, a return of TWENTY-FIVE 
PER CENT. 

2d. Upon VOYAGE Risks upon FREIGHT, a return of TWENTY per cEnr. 

3d. Upon TIME Risks upon FREIGHT, and upon VOYAGE and TIME Risks 
upon HULLS, a return of TEN per cent. . 


Such privilege, however, being confined to persons and firms, the aggregate of whose 
premiums upon such policies earned and paid during the year, shall amount to the sum 
of one hundred dollars. : 


DIRECTORS. 


EDWARD ROWE, M. F. MERICK, MOSES MERICK, 
DANIEL W. LORD, WM. B OGDEN, DAVID J. ELY, 
GEORGE MILN, JOHN ARMSTRONG, JOSEPH MORRISON, 
JOHN ATKINSON, B. C. MORRIS, WM. H. POPHAM, 
THOS. A. C, COCHRANE, ANDREW J RICH, B. C.-MORRIS, Jr., 
WM, H. HALSEY, DANL. W. TELLER, EZRA NYE, 

THOS. BARRON, . JOHN D. BATES, Jr., HENRY J. CAMMANN, 
ROLAND G. MITCHELL, CHARLES HICKOX, THOMAS LORD, 
ALBERT G. LEE, _ ROBERT BOWNE, ROBERT §S. HOLT, 
GEORGE P. DESHON, LAWRENCE MYERS, J. B. GRIFFIN. 
O. L. NIMS, 8. N. DERRICK, 
THOS. LORD, Vice-President. B. Cc. MORRIS, President, 


WM. M. WHITNEY, 2d Vice-President and Secretary. 








